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Faith, Hope, and Clomre tie, The Winters gone, LY 


'* Loe- where the holy Court ſittes in her throne) 
'Whule iriple Iuſtre commes from Three in One \\ 
T7” irradiate her Pantheon : For on earth, oy 
Wyre Great-ones vertue ioyne to noble birth 
Th' are Petie-Gods , whichyto the heauens aſpire; 
Gods, whom the world adores, Angels admire. 

Or whom deſcend three vertues lnk't im one, _ 


Vertucs ſweet flowers on barren ſoils afpeares _ « 5 
Behold how {durticrs on each fide draw neare) 
Allurd with theſe ſweet odours, At the dove ©: 


| | The Card'nal vertues ſtand, which euermore 
Are the ſupports , like hinges, whereon ride -/ © 


& .* 


The ſpacious foldes which open on each ſide, ” +. 


| Holy Ambition iny-like mountes high 
' And twines about the Croſſe religiouſtn 


While her Antagoniſt (blind-greedy aght1) Ly 
1s beaten downe from th* Holy Curt. Whoſe might 


. Deriud from ih other pillar-5 dinine 
Being purified &5 flrenzthotd by the Vintz 


Which forceth Cupid (4 Yoiufee) to fal, 

Belowe , to chew that exergiſe doth al, 

eAnd makes a Courtier Verbwons , while he prayes 
Je is enuiron'd with heauenssglorious FAVES, 


— 


| To imitate, The Angels doe preſent 


eA (rowne, a Helmet , Miter , Booke, whereby 


| Know, mn this Holy Court ,to Pietie 


The Prince, the Soldier , Bishop , States-man too 


Reſiene: And laſtly know w hat he could doe 


By the Demſe, for thereby you are taught 
Who hath this worke to perfettion brought 
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REY oi vercucdnd- Gnot 
F; Ws Jhocd 'vvith piety , 1-heer 
{moſt-Excellet Queen) 


ro your vic preſented; vvhich-hauing 
once areadyunpure>and n—__——_ 


received li ght and:life: fronx the bri 

eye of. your-Royal.| Brother; ny 
plad}yarthis tyme,ihaharsher language 
andrudet garment;aduenture yourgral 
tjous acceptance./Therſubicet/is feous] 
the diſcourſevſctul ; proper fortholſe; 
vvho in Courtfoſerbe Prinves;that _ 
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cole Moran tunable lordadeceit. | 


© A more tranſcendent Greatnelle. 


Jr bath pleaſed God( asafingular bh. 


gourto this}K.in gdome ) toaffoard vsin 
your Miaicſty a pious Queen, yvho 
excmplarly maketh good, vvhat diftu- 
ſedly is heer handled. Let thenleſler 
| lights borovy beames of radiance, from 

 yourgreater Orbs;and perſiſt you(Glo- 
rious Example of vertue) to illamine & 
heat our more Northern Clime, vvith 
celeſtial ardours. Addeto earthly Crovv- 


nes, heauenly diademes of picty. 
: Heershalaholy Courtbefound, fay- 


rely delincated ; nor can I ſec hovy itvvit '} 


be inthe povver of perſons of beſt emi- 
nenEcto plead ignorance, and pretend 
mability; they haung ſfucha booke to di- 
re&them,andſucha Queentofollovv. * 

- Leadthenvvich alacrity (moſt Sacred 
Maiekty) and maypropitious heauen ſo 
proſper your holy deſires , that the grea- 
teſt may haue matter to unitate, and the 


vehioleN ationt: to admire, 


þ 


| Thes treatiſe of the hol ynes of Connie: before i 


Wl be published , comes forth to behold the great: ond 
Ln lights wherewith God enuironed your 


| 2 1 by meanes of two _refleftions, which arty 
the =—_ VE "your vertues, and the authority of Jam Lats. As 


for example, youſupply as much in 4 Prince may bedefired , wid 


hath brought inmocency into the throne of Maieſty , 4s. an -carneſt 


penny of Royalty and whitened the very flower, de- lucts,, bythe purity 


of your hart, and hands, This argument , in my opinion, would powers 

fully operate m the harts of Freneh-men: For would beg diſorder. 
in nature to ſee bad [ubies vnder @ good Rrjnce, to Ne geng the 
Kingdom of vertue , and to haue « body of morter, and feet of clay, 
af =o to a head of, old, It x5 fit tmpudence should be extremely shame= 
leſſe, not to blush ,when the ſparkling luſtre of a Crowne cafteth into 
the eyes the glimmering flashes of ſagreat a piety. 

Where example cannot react Kings haue lawes which are giuen them 
from heauen, as hand: of gold and iron, torecompence merits, and chaſ- 
rice crimes. And as your M atſty, SIR, from your moſt Molds -Yeares, 
hath shewed « ſingular. propenſion to the deteſtation of mpiety , and 
maintenaxce of iuſtice,that cauſeth me to ſay , your Maieſty hath great 
meanes to make the Court eſſentially holy , which the diſability of my 
pen cawot expreſſe but on paper, It is a workg worthy of a moſt Cri 

Ain 


Kl 1 ateſty , whom he hath choſen out to ſanthify the \ 


| "TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 
Kin <h in the midſt of Kings, and Nations z 4s beertoſore 
the ſlate of the ſunne inthe middeft of publike paſſages. 

Royal hands cannot be better employed, then to ereft the tropheys 
of ſanfity, Thats it which al the firſt Eaue done; Conſtantine in 
#be Roman Empire, Clodoueus i» France ; Ricaredus x 
Spayne , Ethelbert i England , Canutus i» Denmarke, 
VVencellaus i» Poland. 

Al thoſe, who haue taken that way have been glorious in memory of 
men : whilſt others, that haue prepa ed Al: ars and tables ro fortune 
(5 ſayththe Prophet Eſay, ) erectmg Monarchy on humane maxi- | 
mes , hauebuilt on the quick: you o/ imaginary grea:neſſe , which b 
hath ſerued them to noother purpoſe, but tomeaſurc their fal, Vice © 
and voluptuon, meſſe cannot els ze men, ſince they haue noth1 "ing 
laſting in them, but the ſorrow of therr mfancy, and the inſamy of their 
name, Al the greatneſſe and happineſſeof a Prince ,is to make in his 
vertues a Viſible image of inuſible diuinity;then to imprint the [ame on 
his ſubiefts, asthe Sun doth his brightneſſ e on the rambow, 

'$1R, your Maieſty knoweth it by proper experience; God hath made 

you toread the aecreesof good ſucceſſe , written as it were , with the 
rayes of your piety. By how much the more you are affefted to the 
ſermiceof the great Maiſter, ſo much the more the good ſucceſſe of af: 
fares hath followed your deſires. You haue ſeen your battels end in 
bayes., and the thornes of your traue!s :0 grow al vp into Crownes. And 
as We are euer in this word to merit , ſo ought we hope, that ſo many 
worthy atts, wil alſo with time taks their tuſt increaſe ; and that you 
what ownew vertuesonearth , to reap felicitiesin heauen: : Laſtly that s 
be, who hath giuen youthe entrance of Salomon into the Kingdome,, 


wil gar. ns exit of Dauid, This is the vowwhich offereth to God $ 
$1 K 
Of your Maicſty | X 


The moſt humble , moſt faith- 
ful, and obedient ſubje& 
Nicolas Cavssin, 
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1 FIRS, 

D Thisworke,as it is compoſed fot your fakes; 
fe Jag offeterh it-ſelfe'ro your hands, without bea- 
"e 


LWZ ring any other ornament on the brow 


& bur the refleCtion of truth, any orher recom- 
5 mendation,then-the worth of the ſubieCt. Ir 
n isnot theaboundant ſtote of ſanity inthe Courts of our Age _, 
a which maketh this ſtiled the Holy'Coutt; bur this fronriſpice 
y ® only caryeth the name, becaufe this. book beareth rhe mode], 
* | whichverily with moreeafe is moulded on paper,then printed 


F Z onthe manners of men, Yet we may affirme, that God,who 
» © draweththe fonnes of < 4braham, from the midſt of flnits and 
® rocks,dothinal places reſerue Saints for himſelfe: and he that 
2 wilconſider it wel, shal find that in altymes the Courts of 
: zelousPrinces,hauc had their Marryrs,their Confefſours, their 
Virgins, and Hermits, 

' T haye a purpoſe, when my leaſure wil permit, to diuulge. 
* theliucsof Kings, Princes , Lords , men of (tare, and likevviſe 
 alſoofQueens,Princeſſes,and Ladyes, who inthe courſe of the 

world hauc flourished in much ſanity , beginning from the. 
Courr of Dauid, and then concluding in our Age; totheend 
the mulcitude of examples may place the ſunne in ful ſplen- 
dour before their cycs, vvho takethe grearneſſe of theig condi-! 
tion,for pretext of cheir remiſleneſle. . - 24-0 
For 


is 


: THE NOBILITY 09 {! 


by 


For he preſenr, becauſe reaſon shoutdcarry the torch before 


hiſtory, I vvil ſatisfy my-ſelfe, vvith publishing this Chriſtian Þ 
Infticution, vyhich treaterh of the motiues and obſtacles men | 
of quality hauc ro perfetion, vvith the praQtiſe of vertues, moſt | 
ſurcable to their codition;thewhole attended by two books of. # 
hiſtories, that very amply contayne the good'& euilof unde bf 


I conſecrate this fmal labour, at the fect of the Church, am 


ſo many vyorthy V Veriters, vvhich make her vvholly radianc 2 
mgold, not valikethat bird, vvhich, as the Kings of <4fia (* 


contributed great treaſures to the building of a Temple, she 
hauing no other vycalth , vvenr thither to preſcnr her fea- 


thers. 
It remayneth, SIRS, that you make the Courtholy , and 


you shal ſanRify the vvorld : your examples may doc much 


therein; when you shal aduance the ſtandard of piery,a plenti- 
ful traynewil follow. Behold how al thoſe , that haue framed 


their forrune vpon vice, haue built on abyſles;they haue fowed 


wind (as ſayth the Prophet) to reap rempelts; their hopes arc 

crakt, as clouds ſwolne with the vapours of the carth ; and 

their felicity likea golden ſtatuc hanged in the ayre ona rot- 
ren cable, hath melted ypontheir head. Neuer any man hath 
had goodfortune m impiety. Hethatlooſcth his conſcience, 
hath nothing els ro gayne;nor looſe:Nothing to gaine,for that 
nothing remayneth for him,bur vnhappyneſle; and nothing 
©o looſe, becauſe he hath loſthimſelfe. So many crymes, and 

impicties dayly float on the face of this Age, that you mult 

ſtretch out your armes againſt iniquity. If you haue your harts 

fixed where God planted them, you hal place the confidence 

of wel doing, inthe lyfec of the moſt timerous; and shame of il 

doing vpon the brovy of the moſt impudent. Your hands shal 

alwayes be ina rcadineſle ro overthrow vice,and your feet shal 

not walke,bur on Palmes of victory. 

. The Church cxtendeth her hands outto you, and imploreth 
the ayd of your authority , and good examples, Youarc in the 
houſc of God , as Joſeph in char of che Lord of AEzypr. The 
Maſter hath put alintoyour hands, defyle not the honour of 
his bed, ſince with his fingar he bath imprinted che luſtre of 
his glory on your fronts. If you be among men as mountaines 
oucr valleycs, be mountaines of perfume, of which Salomon 

EY ſpeakerh 
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OF F RANCE. 

in che Cancicles;and nor thoſe hilles of the Prophet Ofteywhich 
hauc nothing bur ſnares, and ginns, to ſerve for Rtumbling- 
blocks ro thoſe, whom they should enlighten, If you beeleua- 
red in the world, as cliffs aboue the Sea, be warch- tovvers, nor 
rockes, If you be ftarres, be Sunnes, to be the-Chariots of lighe 
& life, 8 nor corgers, to povvre malignity on the foure quar- 
rers of the vyorld.Be yce afſured,that how much the more you 
are vnited to God, ſomuchthe greater shal you be; the more 
conformable you are to the vvil of the Soueraigne Mailter, ſo 
much shal you behold the carth in contempt vnder your feer, 
and heaucn in croyynes ouer your heads, 
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READER CONCERNI 
the deſigne, and ſcope of the. 
Sd + | Booke, IRR 2 


2 41S firſt Tome of the holy Court hauing been 
===; Many tymes in the preſſe; commeth forth in this 
ml 11ſt cdition , not only better polished, but enri- 
ched allo with a notable augmentation. This, 
<4| Reader, is it, which I have endeauouredto publish 
W! for you anew, that I might in ſome ſortanſ{wer 
0, the goodentertainement you haue giuen this my 
: == Nl work, much aboue-:the meritof the Authour. I 
Z afford what I nay ,being diuerred by other. employments. You know 
# that how muclki.the ſea groweth vpotrone.share,it recoileth back 
77 vponthe other {- Our wits thus limitred dayly teach vs, we cannor doe 
2 alwe would.Not wil yourhink my productions ſoiſlow , if you remem- 
ber there are trees, Which ſtanda hundred yeares Without bearing any 
fruit. Yer if this flight labouvof minemiay ynder God yeald you ſome 
profit, I shal euer accountit very gredt. | of 
2 TIproteſt, I hane got thecich of nyuſt writing, knowing wel the 
© quantity of books dots not alwayes multiply their worth; and verily 
2 werela Painter,ofSculprour;should rather wake ongLion,then many 
2 Apes. There is much need of rleyinerowrie gw roabuſcthe pa- 


7 rience of a Reader,and'of rear leyſure roWrite \ 
2 foundinthe excerciſe ofpreachinigs aadbotker fun&ions, that ncuerend 
-* buttobeginagaine. Nor doe Iattect ſo much curioſity thatI muſt have 
| aful yeare tomick vp my Work, as the Ladies among the $ybarices, who 
' going toa wedding, meditateda Whole yeare vpon the fashions of 
quaintattyres. My labour neither can nor wil deriue it's recommen- 
dation frbm petry affectations,whereof the Writers,who haue no other 
©? ayme but pleaſure, make trophey;yer Ishould much wrong it to excuſe 
* my-ſelte forthe language, for I haue ſufficiently laboured, ro make ir 
ſcrue for a faithful interpreter romy mind, Conception and language 

* goc welmarching in meaſure and proportion, as the needle and the 


my 
L cf of hs 
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| thread of the Sun-dyal when they conſent togeather.I haue this comfort 


> un my conſcience, to hauc handledin my booke points very wholſome 
by. - = 


, Which is not to be 


ADVISE TO THE READER. bs 

for manners , which I haue ſought to accompany with a diſcourſe'ng 
naint,noraffcaed , which wanders vp and downe ſporting ir-ſelfe in 
flighe obſcruations of vowels and conſonants, or trifling antitheſes :but Z 
in a maſculine and confident ſtile, which neuer learned ro wage wane |} 
againſt yice with golden armes. There is notany man more eloquent 
then he, who hath wel conceyued a truth , nor can a booke haueq | 
better Genius then to meet with the cyes and hands ofan honeſt man. | 
Needs muſt I, Reader , confeſle my-ſelfe ro haue had a holy 
ambition'to afford you truths, and as I haue endeanouredto fight for ir, # 
with a firme footing , and arational difcourſe, ſo it is fir I meer with # 
a ſtrong and generous ſpirit : for a faintand yncolleted hart, wil houl |: 
my booke asa burthen in ir's hands, whilſt he who wil read it with 
attention, —_— ,and deuotion ,shal perhaps find wherewith to ia: 
pleaſe himſclte : he shal deriue fruit from the ſtrength of reaſons, ſoli. # 


dity, from precepts, ſweerneſſe and grauity from hiſtory; and I from his ©. 
profitshal gaine my owne contentment, 


cr 
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HOLY COVRT. 
FIRST BOOK: | 


OF REASONS, WHICH SHOVLD EXCITE MEN OF: 
/ quality to Chriſtian perfcion, 


——_— " 


THAT THE COVRT AND DOVYOTION 
as are not thinzs incompatible, 


THE FOVNDATION OF THIS TREATISE: 


=m HE wiſe Hebrewes haue obſerued a matter worthy of _ 
4 conſideration for the direion of Great-ones,to wit, T0 gloſſe ypog 
gg Ji that between the bed of the Kings of Indea, and the —- It 
neg Altar of God , there was but one ſingle wal; and they 1,., perictem 
_ | adde, that David, one of the moſt holy Monarches, Templi Salomon ei 
= had reſcrued for himſclfe a ſecret poſterne , through #T%# pelatinm, 
S | which he paſſed from his chamber to the houſe of CT 
=== | $1 God, that is to ſay the Tabernacle ; which ſerued as prewes, | 
(== MF ſanQuary for his afflitions, and an arſenal for his | 
batrels. They ſay likewiſe, he left the key of this ſacred poſterne to his 
poſterity, a key athouſantirymes more pretioys then fortune the golden ns 
Goddeſle of the Romanes , giuing to it the imitation of his vertue as an 
eucrlaſting inheritance,. 4chaz was he , who ſtopping vp the gate of the 
Temple , ſhut againſt himſelte the gates of Gods mercy , and thereby Parali.z. 28. cla» 
opened the paſſage to his owne confuſion, This is to inſtrud Princes, and al Tempb. 
: perſons of quality , that as the element of birds isthe ayre, and water of 
> - fiſhes, ſothe element of great ſpirits, if they wil not betray their owne na» 
K. turenor belye their profeſſion, is picty. 
: Yer notwithſtanding it is a wonder how the Court , where the maſt noble 
TS ſpirits ſhould reſide, hath in al Ages been cryed downe in matter of vertue, 
= You wil ſay , hearing thoſe ſpeake who make many fayre and formal de(- 
Y criptions of the manners of Courtiers,that the Court is nothingels bur aden 
of darkenes, where the heauens and ſtarres are not ſeen but through a tittle 
a creuis ; that itis a mil, ( as the Ancients held it ) alwayes skreaking, with 2 
be perpetual clatter, where men enchayned as beaſts of labour are condemned {4 arrmiraple 
3 to turne the ſtones: Thar it isa priſon of flaues,who are al tyed in the golden Curt drawne ou 
” guucs of ſpecious ſeruitude, yet in this glicter ſuFer theſclues tobe gnawne vf divers 
B by Authaugy, | 


The Anſwer, 


- Defence of the 
Court, 


r.Reg. 25,25, 


X By the vermine of paſſion: Thartirisaliſt, where the combatants are mad- 


4 4 & -6 TOT\ y 7 T. "1ib.1; 


their armes nothing but fury , their prize ſmoke , their carreere glaſsy ice, 
and vtmoſt bounds bur precipices. That it.is the houſe of Circes, where reaſo- 
nable creatures are transformed into ſauage beaſts, where Buls gore, Lyons 
roare,doggs worry one another,vipers hiſſe,and baſilisks carry deathin their 
looks. That it is the houſe of winds,a perpetualtepeſt on the firme land, ſhip. 
wrack without water, whete veſſels are ſplit euen in the hauen of hope, 
Briefly,that itis a place where vice reigneth by hature , miſery by neceſſity, 
and if vertue be found there, it is but by miracle. 

Such diſcourſes are often mainteined , with more feruour of eloquence 
then colour of truth, For to ſpeake ſincerely , the Court is a fayre ſchogle 
of vertue, for thoſe who know how to vie it wel. In great ſeas great fiſhes 
are to be found, and in ample fortunes , goodly and horoicke vertues, This 
propoſition, which putteth an incompatibility of deuotion and ſanctity into 
the life of men of eminency , ſeemeth to me very exorbitant for three rea- 
ſons. The firſt, for that it is iniuriousto God: the ſecond preiudicial to hu- 
mane ſociety ; andthe third ſheweth it to be falſe by the experience of al 
Ages. Toproue theſe three verities is to ruine it inthe foundations ; the 
proofs whereof are caſy enough , whichwe wil begin to-glance at, that here- 
after we may deduce them more at length. For as concerning the firſt , it 
cannot be denyed to be a great iniury to Almighty God, to ſtrike at his 
heauenly,and paternal prouidence. This is totouch him 1n the apple of his 
eye, and inthe thing which he efteemeth moſt pretious. Now, ſo ir is, this 
maxime which eſtabliſheth an impoſſibility of deuotion, the firſt wheele of 
vertue, in the life of Great-ones , imputeth a great defect vntothe gouer- 
ment of God. The diuine prouidence is a skilful poſy-maker, who knowerh 
artificially how to mingle al ſorts of flowers to make the noſegay of the 
elec, called in holy Scripture Faſciculus viventium, It conſtituteth the diffe- 
rent manners of liues , different qualiries,and conditions, It leadeth men by 
diuers wayes to the ſame porr.It is that which maketh Kings to reigne, and 
giveth them officers as members of their ſtate, and by this meanes frameth 


the Court of Great-ones : But if after it hath ſo made and compoſed them: 


as of the lower and choyce of men, it ſhould abandon them inthe tempeſt, 
without pole-ſtarre , without rudder , without Pilot, were not this with no- 
table detormity to fayle in one of the prime peeces of it's workmanſhip? 
Judge your ſeclfe, 

For the ſecond reaſon, it is moſt euident, that to further this impoſſibility 
of deuotion, in the courſe of Courtiers liues, 1s to caſt them , through def- 
paire of al vertues(which cannot ſubſiſt without piety ) into the liberty of al 
vices, which they wil hold, not as extrauagant ſallyes of fraylty, but as the 
forme of aneceflary portion of their profeſſion. And as the ranke they hold 
maketh them tranſcend other men,who willingly tye themſelues to the man- 
ners and affe&ions of thoſe on whom they ſee their fortunes depend; thar 
would beas it were, by a neceſſary law to precipitate mankind into the 
gulfe of corruption, | 

To conclude for the third reaſon, this propoſition is manyfeſtly contra- 
dicted by an infinit number of examples , of ſo many Kings and Princes, of 
ſo many worthy Lords, and Ladyes,who liuing in the Ocean of the world as 
the mother pearles by the dew of heauen, haue preſerued, & doe yet ſtil pre- 
ſerue themſelues for euer. in admirable purity , and in ſuch heroicke ver- 
tues , that they cannot gaine ſo much; wonder on earth , but they ſhal find in 
heauen much more recompence. This is it , which | intend to produce in this 
treatiſe of the Holy Court , after 1 haue informed the mind with good and 
lively reaſon s , which as I hope by the grace of the holy Spirit of God, ſhal 


» Jake al perſons of quality to behold they doe infinit wrong to take the 


ſplendour 
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ſplendour of their condition for a veyle of their impicties and impetfec- 
tions, Vertue is a merueylous worke-woman, who can make Mercury of any 
wood ; yea ſhould the difficulty be' great, the victory would be more glo- 
rious : but al the easyneſie thereof is intheir owne hands, and the obliga- 
rions they hane torend topertection , are no leſſe important then thoſe of 
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Hermits, as 1 intend thal appeare inthe procefle of this diſcourſe. 


— _— 


| THE I. MOTIVE. 


mr errant renn— ren I 


Of the obl:gation which ſecular men, and eſpecially Perſons of qualitie 
[awe roperfebtion, grounded pon the name of Chriſtian, 


Rf DFTh / Great abuſe it crepr into the minds of ſecular perſons; who 
FLAN NE hold vice in predominance & vertue vnder controle. It is, in 
SH > heat they eſteeme Chriſtian pertetion asa bird our of their 
FIS/eT > trach and a quality diſproportionable to their eſtate. As for 
Sh my ſelfe (1ayth one of theſe ) I baue made prouiſion of vertue , accor- 
Q/Fw95 ding to my quality,I pretend not to be a $. Francis, nor to be rapt 4s 4 


S. Paul to the third beauen, 1 find there is no life but with rhe lining , and to hold tyme by 
the forclack_while 1 can, Let our pleaſures take that ſcope whichnature preſenteth ro them: 
wetc we 4s Wicked as 1udas, if we haue the fayth of S.Peter, the mercy of God pardoneth 
al.An impertinent diſcourſe as I wil heerafter declare.On the other fide there 
are women who chatter, and ſay: I wil nor be 4 S; Tereſa, it is not my intention to be 
canonized. 1 loue better ro ſee my diamonds in my life glitter on my fingers , then to carry 
them after my death on my [tatues. | better loue alittle perfume whilſt 1, yet breath ayre then 
al the Arabian odours after my death, T wil haue no extaſyes nor raptures, 11 is enough for 
we to wallow in the world, T may 4s wel goe to Paradiſe by land as by water, Such words 
are very impure in the mouth of a Chriſtian, nay ſo prejudicial ro eternal ſal. 
uation, that through the liberty of ſpeaking too much, they take away al 
hope of doing wel. For purſuing the tender effeminacy of that ſpirit , they 
take the meaſure of vertue very ſhort and diſproportionable;their intentions 


. being infirme, the works are likwiſethe more feeblenot ſquarely anſwerin 


- the heauens, which hewilrepleniſh with himſelfe , and you wil ſtraighten it 


Oo 


the model of knowledge; from whence proceedeth a general corruption. I at- 
firmenotal Chriſtians ought to imbrace the perfe&ion of S. Francis andof S, 
Tereſa, No. There are ſome whomethe diuine prouidence wil direct by other 
aymes : But 1 ſay that euery Chriftian is obliged to leuel ar perfection, andif 


he hath any other intention heis in danger to looſe himſelfeternally. A bold Aug. Serm.1r.of 
ſaying,butit isthe ſentence of S, Auſtine: Tou should alwayes be displeaſed with your the Apoſtle, 

per tibi diſpliceay 
er fs is perne- 
nire ad id quod non eg, 


$5 dixeris fufficks 


ſelfe for that which you ore , if you deſire to attaine to that whichyou are net : and if you 


chance to ſay,it senough, you are vndone. And whoare you that dare limit the guifts 
of God? And who are you that ſay, I wil haue bur ſuch, orſuch degree of gra- 


ces, 1 ſatisfy my ſelfe with ſuch a ſanity, I haue proceeded farre enough in a perijſh, THE 
ſpiritual life; let vs ſet vp our ſtaffe heer? What wickednefle is this?Is not this 4 promen, nog of 


to imitate that barbarous, and ſenſcleſſe King, who caſt chaynes inro the ſea, 


totyethe Ocean in fetters? God hath giuenvs a hart of alarger latitude then Xerxes, 


like a ſnayle to lodge him in narrow bounds, whome the whole world cannot 
comprehend.Iudge if this proceeding be not very vnreaſonable, & if you yet 
doubt, waigh two or three reaſons, which you-ſhal find very forcible,and by 


them you wil conclude with me , you haue no lefſe obligationto be perfe&- 


then the moſt retired Hermir that cuer lined in the moſt horrid wildernefſe 

of yg) pr. 

Thefirſt reaſon I propoſe to vnderprop this affertion, is ———_ from the 
| | 2 


v 


4c THE HOLY COVRT. tiib.r: 


Perfe&ion engraf- aliue in aſack , put a halter about your neck, goe roſt your ſelfe inthe ſcor. 
xd vponloue, | Ching beames of the Sun, goe roule your ſclte in ſnow and thornes; this 
would make you admire, your hayre ſtand an end,& bloud congeale in your 
veines : But it onetel you, God hath as it were engrafted perte&ion with 
his owne hands, vpori the ſweeteſt ſtock inthe world , what cauſe haue you 
of refuſal? Now ſoit isas 1 ſay. Thereis nothing ſo caſy as to loue: the 
whole nature of the world is powred and diflolued into loue : there is 
nothing ſo worthy to be beloned as an obie&t which incloſeth in the extent 
thereofal beauties and bountyes imaginable;which are the ſtrongeft atrrac- 
tines of amity : yea it forceth our affeQions witha ſweet violence: to loue 
iS natural not to loue, is monſtrous; = 9, 

. Chryſol.ſerm, 94. Then heer admire the charmes of the Diuinity, who hath placed al the 
1 energ militie, delicat; perfeion of man in the loue of his Creatour and Sauiour, toloue an infinir 
m__ - nre— way good which one cannot hate, and not become a Diuel. S, Peter Chryſologus 
no 16190 _ cryeth out : A more delicate war fare never Was ſeen, then £0 conquer al by loue, Askel 
The warfare of Pay of al Diuines, if charity be nor the quinteſſence of perfection ? Aske of 
Chriſtians delicate, a) Religious men where they pretend to place it? in ſacke cloth , or hayre 

Shirts?1 hey wil anſwer you no. In the vowes of poyerty,chaſtity,obedience? 

Chap. 63 Tren.).4. No.Theſc are moſt vndoubted wayes to pertection,but they are nat properly 
Emimnent.flimumn cha- perfection, In whatthen? In the loue of God, which $. Ireneus expreſleth by a 
ri/manum, moſt elate epithete : Eminentiſimum chariſmatum , the moſt emivent of althe 
The excellency of gies of God, "E. . 
chariry, mw The Maiſter of the Sentences and ſome other Diuines haue. placed charity 

ſo high ( in which we eſtabliſh pegfe&ion) that they haue preſumed to ſay, it 
was the ſubſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, vnited and as it mars 
to man's ſoule; adding, that as light is called radical light inthe Sun, light 
: infuſed in bodies tranſparent, colour in bodies which we cal coloured: 
, in like manner this charity as It is ( ſay they ) originally and radically in 
God, is the Holy Ghoſt; as itis vnited to the ſubſtance of our ſoule, it is 
grace; as it maketh ſallies out opon our neighbour, it is charity. 

Notable opinion of This Do&rine is very ſubtile, and really giueth a very high idza of the 

 TomeDiuines, merit of Charity : but if we would wholy examine it according to the ftri& 

r1g0ur of Schooies, and weigh it in S. Thomas his equal ballance, we ſhal find 

Charity is not, to ſpeake properly , the Holy Ghoſt , but as it were the firſt 

ray of Diuinity, which bringeth with it-ſclfe al perfe&tions. This beame,, if 

you wil, is as it were in your power ; God cuery day prefenteth it vnto 

you , as freely as the Sun doth his light, it only behoueth to w1l, it behouerh 

ſeriouſly once to reſolue to loue an obie&fo amiable, andthen behold your 

ſclues perfe&., Notwithitanding if you lay your hand on the bottome of 

your conſcience , you ſbal cuer tind jt"12 it's proper intereſts, in humane 

reſpects, in intentions and affc ions nothing lincere,in the loue of creatures, 

This is to coyne falſe money in matter of loue; this is to put God vnder the 

Tmitation of Iefus Altar, and the loue of himſelte abone, that it may hauethe better part of the 

Chriſt, abridgemet jncenſe. What rhink you of this indignity ? See you not the obligation 
-*>5 prin cf being perfte& ſtil remayneth, but the effect is euer pretermitted? 

ath. 5. | s - £ INES 
4 For the ſecondreaſon, I ſay the perfe&ionot man conſiſteth in the imita- 


Eftote perfecti , ſe us Z ; 
Pater veſter celcflis tionof God, Be ye perfett as your heauenly Father is perfeR : and very wel S. Gregory 


prefectus eff, Nyſen aſſureth vs, that this imitation 1s an abridgement of al wiſdome, 
Greg, Nyſlen, by f fwi d fly 1 h {{ f 
ow who is able to mount by force of wing , and fly into the þoſome of the 


K d fo i 6 ; 7 
1-19 pg -—or4 4a eternal Father, thence ro draw a pourtraict of his holyneſſes ? Certainly no 


booke of the life of Creature can aſpire thereto. And what 1 pray hath God, al goodneſſe, al 


 Moyfſes. wiſdome, done ? He hath imprinted al his perfeQions vpon our Sautour the 


Humanity of Icfus. true figure of his ſubſtance , asif one ſhould impreſſe a golden ſcale vpon 
VITS10. 


. nature,and eſſence of perfeion.At what markethinke you ſhould one aprtrie* 
ro arriue to this ſcope ? If 1 ſhould ſay, wil you be perte&? bury your {cle 
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, EOS An excelle8 conceiy 
e; which made Origen ſay , his moſt ſacred humanity was as the of Orig, Origen, 


footitep and ſhadow of the Diuinity , and agreed with it as equal wel-made 3. Ti: «x. 
dyals with the Sun; whereupon the ſpirit of God calleth al Chriſtians and In4c<iinawnl tey eoſd# 
ſayth to them : Imitate couragiouſly , behold your Prototype behold the morn ſhſcipiebes, 
model of your a&ions, He ſayeth not: I haue two Images of my ſubſtance, I 
haue two Sonnes, I ſend them both vpon the earth; one $hal be formenof , «Toru fos 
eminency ,the other for the multitude : Behold one delicately curious, the Nobles ,& ple+ 
crowned with roſes, for the nobility ; behold another crowned with thornes beyans, : 
for the vulgar, It 1s meere dotage to imagine it, And ſee you not, itis like 
fottiſbneſle ſince al Chriſtians beare the ſame name, the ſame livery, parti- - 
cipate ofthe ſame God, the ſame Sacraments ; and pretend to the ſame Para- 
diſe, tothinke perfeRion is not appointed bur for a ſilly handful of men , ſe- 

arared from ſecular lyte, and that others are excluded ? Miſerable creatures 
who to ſooth their owne remiflnes plant their owne condemnation vpon 
their forcheads! | | 

Briefly to conclule, the title and dignity of Chriftian , draweth with it 
grear and iuſt obligations, which you caunot counteruayle but with an 
exact endeauour of perfection, Doe you thinke one requireth too much of 
you, who haue been nouriſhed andrrayned vpinthe Church of God, it you 
be demanded ( at the leaſt ) to ſhew reſolution and courage ro reſiſt a ſinne, 
asſome Heathens haue done in their infidelity ? And to produce in groſſe 
three examples, vponthe three moſt ordinary temptations, behold with 
$:Aaſtine , Polemon , who tellcth you; 1 was aninfidel , a yong man depriued of the S. Angaſt.Epiſt. ra; 
knowledge of the true God, reſigned ouer to al ſort of intemperance, wyne,loue,play,rashneſſe ſay _ this, 
were the Chariot , whuch drew my youth to downefal. 1 was no ſooner entred into the rt = re 
ſe hoole of a Heathen Philoſopher , as my ſelf, but behold I was wholy changed. And Polemon praiſed 
thou, O Chriſtian , doſt thou thinke it wil be lawful for thee amongſt by S. Auguſtine, 
ſo many important .and forcible inſtructions, ſo many enlightnings, 
ſo many inſpirations, to play the ſmyths old dogge, and tye ſleeping 
vnder the anuile? This man heer, vpun the only word ofa man, layeth downe 
his flowery crownes which he bare on his head, his drunkenefle,his vnthrifty 
riots and where is there a worldly woman atthis day, who at the end of 
aſermon enkindled with Zeale diſſolueth one peice of her gaudy dre(- 
ſings? 
Behold on the other ſide Spurine, who ſayth in 5, Ambroſe : Twas a Gen- Spurina: 

tile, bred in the corruptionof anage , where vertue was in declination, and 
vice on the top of the wheele , I was endowed with an exquiſit beauty, 
which by right of natural force gaue me the key of harts : and | 
ſeeing it was too much affected, and courted by wonton eyes, and ſer 

ued for a ſtumbling-block to chaſtity , I purpoſely made ſcarres in my S. Amb. in the &«3 
face, extinguishing with my bloud, the flames of them that ſought me. hortationto virgie 
For 1 loued better to ſeale my innocency as with the ſeale of voluntary as = : 
deformity , then to poſſeſſe a beauty that ſerued only as a bayt for an- CC 
others luſt, O thou Chriſtian woman, who dolt paynt thy ſelfe with an i] frmantnhumanng 
intention, ſeeking to gaine that by impoſture, which thou canſt not ime libidnis oſe . 
attaine by truth , and not ſatisficing thy ſelfe with adulterating thy 
beauty , ſpareſt not to diſcouer among company a ſcandalous naked- 
neſſe, toſhew in thy breaſts the impudence of thy forchead ! Conſider 
2 little what thou wilt anſwer to this Paynim with al thy curioſity, 
when his bloud , his wounds , ſcarres, his beauty disfigured , which 
ſerued as a ſacrifice to his chaſtity, ſhal accuſe thee before the incuitae 
ble tribunal? 


Behold likewiſe, Lycurgus is ele&cd King of the Lacedemonians, if ſo his Oreatneſſe gf 


qcad brother ſhould leaue no heire in his wifes body. The perfidious and Lyc 
B 1 vnnatural 


- 


Fruit of my body may ſnatch the Scepter out of your hands, 1 fee the Kingdome is ; 


ATE HOLY COVRT, 1b:r 
vnnatural Queen , ſendeth this meſſage to the King new choſen «. 


SIR, 1 am with child, and according to the laws of the countrey it may fal out the 


daynty merſel , bard for them to diſgorge who once, haue ſwallowed it, If you wil be ©; 
Wiſe in your ovwne affaire , 1 know the meanes by a potion to put your crowne in ſafe. 
ty , and by anticipation takmg away the life of this lutle creature , ſettle your throne 
for euer, Only be mindful of me your faithful hand-maid , who with loſſe of my owne 
bloud tender this grateful office. Hereupon Licurgus detecſting in his hart the 
treachery of this rauenous ſhe-wolte, diſſembleth, and anfwereth: Madame, 
ler the infant come into the world; be it male ,or female , it importeth not : we alwa yes 
shal find meanes enough , whenſoeuer we shal thinke good to diſpatch it. As ſoone 
as the child was borne , which proned a boy, he tooke it in his armes 
he aſſembled the Magiſtrates and people, and couering the little Crca-. 
ture with his Royal robe, ſayth : Sirs, long live inflice , and loyalty, Behold your 
King, I am but his vaſſal. O Chriſtian, what ſayeſt rhou to this Pagan, thar 
would not purchace a Kingdome by the fingle finne of another ? Yet 
many tymes a little intereſt makes thee neglect al that which is diuine, 
in Fayth, Iuſtice , and Religion? It isnot required of the thou ſhouldeſt be 
a S. Antony,a Macarius,an Angel of thedeſert.It is demanded of thee that for 
Gods honour thou ſhew ſome ſmal reſiſtance to ſinne; which theſe infidels * 
haut done for a ſhadow of vertue,and it ſhal ſuffice. Doſt thou not behold 
that thou art enforced not only for good* fashion bur for neceſlity to this 
Chriſtian perfe&ion, which thou imagineſt to be farre ſeparated from thy 
condition? 
Conclude ( o yee Noble men) out of this diſcourſe, that the obligation — 
which you haue to be perfe& is moſt euident , ſince you haue 1lzsv > 
Cuarrsr for a ſharer, the charges eaſy; it conſiſting not bur in louing 
2 goodnefſe which one cannot hate , and —__— any one can loue, 
if he offer not the homage of his proper 1atereft” to his diuine Maicſty, 
Behold al pertetion, | 


- 


THE II REASON, | = | 


Drawne from Nobility: mg 


Auing in granule the obligation al Chriſtians hane 
ro become perfe&, let vs 1n particular behold the reaſons 
© which inuite Nobility to perte&ion. I doubtnotif you ma- ' } 
Þ turcly ponder thoſe which I haue to propoſe, you ſhal find ? 
# the no leſſe obliged to the ſolid eminency of al Chriſtian 
s vertues then Hermits theſelues, & this by the right of their 2 
RSS codition:ſo as that which ſeemeth tocnlarge their ſcope to 
a life of greater liberty rather ſcructh as a bound of their duty & a bridle for 
their diflolutions. Let vs take the firſt reaſon which is their Nobility, It is . 
an argument that cannot proceed but from a low iudgement, or a ſpirit 
ſoothed with it's owne effeminacy to ſay be is Noble, he is a Courtier, he is a State's 
man; his quality tyeth him not to per ſeftion, his vertue muſt be meaſured by the eil of the world, 
sf be wers,ouer vertuous the exceſſe of his ſanity would be preindicial to bis Jaan 
. " | | | What 
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1. MOTIVE. NOBILITY, ” 


Whatan extrauagant humor it 15 to fix ignominie vpon the front of Nob1. 
lity in the firſt begining ? He 1s Noble, he therfore ſhould be the leſſe deuour, 
and lefſe vertuous, Change the Gamuth and lay : He 1s Noble ; he hath 
therfore the more obligation to be. perfe&t, Nobility hath pur the yoke 
of a happy neceſſity vpon him which he cannot ſhake off without much 
cowardize. And to make you thereby behold that Nobility 1s a bond of 
Chriſtian vertue in al eminency, no man wil deny but that by how much 
the more God giueth powerful and effeEual meanes to man to arrine at 2 
good end, ſo much n.ore obligation he hath to carry himſelfe with feruency 
of affection; and in caſe of tayling his negle& is made the more faulty. 
The ſcruant to whom the Maiſter hath ginen fue talents to negotiate 
with ought much more to profhc and bring gaync home then he that re- 
ceyucd but one ſingle rallert. Who can deny this it he wil not bely the 
light of nature? Now fo it is, Great men haue many more talents of God 
for the trafficke of vertues, then othcrs haue; and behold the firſt of al 


I 


theſe words : The firſt and greateſt guift of beauen , Was fo be borne happy, and as ſoone 
to bein the ſts of felicity as of nature. The Scripture it-ſelfe recommendeth No- 
biliry in the perſons of the three valiant children held in the captiuity 
of Babylorz in that of Eleazar, and others. It is a wonder how S. Hierome in the 
Epitaph of S. Paula hath not omitted fhat ſhe was deſcended from 4 £4- 
memnon, Which would neuer haue been mentioned, were it not that Nobility 
is valewed amonglt the temporal goo.s which are diſtributed to vs by 
the prouidence ot Almighty God, Noiv that Nobility is a good inſtru- 
ment to condudt to perfe&ion, appeareth by an. irretragable reaſon, 
which I intend to expreſſe, 1 wil not {ay what might be propoſed and 
fortified by experience, that the bolyes of Noble and Gentle men are 
ordinarily better compoſed, and as it were more dclicately moulded by 
the artful hands-of nature; that they haue their ſenſes more ſubrile, their 
ſpirits more agile, their members better proportioned , their garb more 
gentile, and grace more accompliſhed : and that al theſe prepare a fayre 
ſhop for the ſoule, to exerciſe her tun&tions with greater liberty, Let ys 


- rather ſay which Petrarch : If Nobility were not tyed but to flesh and bloud, it were 
| & ſmal matter ; ſince it 15 very difficult to diſtingutb between the bloud of Ceſars and 


Nobility firſt guife 
of God. 

Mihi Deoruns immord 
X - - * galinn munus & 
which is the happineſſe of their birth, An Oratour making a ſolemne params videroy © 


Oration in the praiſe of Conſtautine the Great in the Citty of Trier, let fal m.imum,in lucem 


ſt.: rim felicem venire, 
Panegyr, Coſtant, 


Nobility nottyed 
to bloud. 
Omnis propemodunt 


Portars. Nor yet wil I touch what might pertinently be diſputed, that the ſanguiceſs concoler, 
ſoules of men extracted from the treaſures of heauen, though they be al f:u6i forte alter 


caſt in one mould, and be of the ſame kind; may notwithſtanding be created 
by God with qualities very different , as we behold in the flowers of a 
beautiful meadow which are of the ſame name and naturc, a very great 
diſproportion in figure, colour, and other accidents : ſemblably between 


- the ſtarres and pretious ſtones which are of the ſame ſubſtance one wil haue 


4 luſtre more ſparkling, another more dull and blunted. This maketh 
vs probably belieue thar the ſoules of men when they are infuſed into 


: bodyes,although they be eſſentially marked with the ſame ſtamp,may hane 


ſome accidental perfe&Rions one aboue another; and that this grear diuerſiry 
which we obſerue therin, making one man appeare of gold, another of 
lead, doth not only depend on the varicties of Organs. Mercury Triſmegiſtus 


altero clarior muting 
fit non id nobilitas 
efficit ſed ſanitas. 
Petrach, lj, 1, de 
remediis dialog 16, 
The ſoules of meg. 
different in qua+ 
Lt1CES, 


Mercur, Triſmeg2 


was of this opinion, when vnder the barke of a fable he repreſented ;j, Cratere Gue 
ſoules vnto vs which before they entred into the body dranke in the Monade. 
Cup of ſpirit, not al of them , but thoſe which happily encountred thar Cup of ſpirity 


fortunate ſucceſſe, For he feigneth according to the inuentions of 
his brayne, that God ſendeth a meſſenger vpon the earth, ro wit 
one of his Angels who placeth a large cup as bigge as ( it 1s to be 
ſuppoſed ) that of Semiramis was, which as Aelian _— weighed 

111 A 
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athonfand and foure ſcore pound : and this cup is ful of a celeſtial liquour, 
of power to make men ſubtile and ſpiritual:the meſſenger maketh his pro. 


clamation, and ſayth to euery ſoule: Vp ſoule , drench thy ſelfe deeply and drinks 
with al: thy force in this cup of ſpirit. Thereupon they drinke, ſome more ſome 


BentTiWvowrt n I uya- 
{4211 ©(S TET0y nea- 


TH. leſſe, which maketh a great diuerſity of vnderſtandings. Some wholy ab. 
{tayne, who when they haue centred into the body haue no other $share but the 
* guifts of reaſon, which neceſlarily is a prerogarine of their nature : bur as for 


ſpirit they are depriued, as being abſolutely ſtupid and extreamly shalloy, 


Itis a wonder how theſe ancient Sages haue pleaſed themſclues intheſe fa. 


bulous diſcourſes, Needeth there ſo much outward couer to glue vs this 
maxime, that al ſoules haue not one and the ſame relation to accidental 


qualitics, though as Ariſtotle teacheth vs they areintheir owne eflence , ag 2 


vachangeable as numbers in Arithmetike? - | 
This diverſity of ſpirits preſuppoſed, one may ſay that Great and Noble 


Double vnder- 


ſtandivg, probability. So Philo hath giuento Kings and Potentates a douvle vnderſtan. 


de communi Des 
Pluſquam vnusL 


hauſiſti. 


ſons, it behoueth they know that although one ſhould admit this accidental 
diverſity in the Occonomie of humane ſpirits,yet would the conſequence 


_Aufon in panegyri not neccſſarily enſue , that they alwayes therby ſhould be the betterpro. 


uided. God maketh no difference df perſons in this diſtribution. There are 
ſpirits that haue come into the world from among the cobwebs of a naſty 


Gratian, 


cottage who haue filled Ages with admiration of their greatneſſe, Others 


haue beenclothed in golden glitter and purple, who haue been miſerably 


ſtupid and dul: and although fortune doth ſtil holdto the oare who deſerue 


to be at the ſterne, yea and ſome beat the ſterne who meritto be atthe oare, 


yet the prouidence of God doth mannage it as beſt pleaſeth himſelfe for cer- VA 
tayneends, which our foreſight cannot penetrate with the beſt light, Whar * | 


infallible motiue ſhal we then deriue to eſtabliſh the obligation which 


| tycth the Nobility to vertue aboue others, ſince we rather ſeeke weight of 
Shametaſtneſle of reaſon then colour?Behold one which canot wel be denyed by a wel re&ified Z 
indgement.1tis,that as a God hath giuen to womenT know not what inſtin& | 
of ſhamefaſtnes, whichentorceth them as it were witha {ſweet violenceto the | 


women, 


defence of their honour; and this in them is ſo powerful a touch from heauen, 


' 7" that they caunot diſcharge themſelues therof; rather they feele it in very 


men are more priuiledged from the tyme of their birth, and that with ſome 


part vnleſſe they be wretchedly inſenſible.Plmy aftirmeth the ſame, who ſaith 'S 


ding, the one for the rule of themſclues,and the other for the gouernment of ©: 
Mews iſi« anrea quans their eltates, But not to ſooth the Nobility with feeble and ſuperficial rea. * 


Prone fuitant pudori their bodies after death float in ſuch poſture vpon the waters, that they hide M . 


exrum parceme the nakedneſſe from humane eyes whereof nature during life hath been ſo 


+=* ru -—000 careful. Euen as God hath ingraffred the loue of modeſty vpon this ſexe, ſo 
Ce of rertuc in likewiſe he hath affixed a ſpurre of honour vpon the ſpirit of Noble men. 
the nobility. This is the pourtraict of Phidias which canot be take away without breaking 


their Nobility, 


Behold, I pray you, the force and power of this ſpurre which God hath ph 
vied for the good of Nobility. They would fly if it were poſſible to heauen, 


and penetrate the depths to auoyd the leaſt ſtayne of diſhonour. Whar 


flames actually would not they goe through, to what breaches, aſſaults, i 
musket-ſhots,to what images of death which make nature to tremble with * 


cold feare, doe nor they expoſe themſelues, to conſerue or acquire reputa- 


tion ? The ſpirit of lyes ſecing they cannot be altered in this ſpurre of the | 
inſeparable honour of their condition , what doth he 2 Not being able to 


wreſt it fromthem he rebateth the point , nay rather he rebareth the brayne 


'and makes them place the point of honour in intamy, knowing very wel * 


that 


F 


the Minerua.This is the character wherwith God wil imprint vertue in them, be. 
They are al naturally ſenſible inthe points of honeſty,or els degenerate from 7 


from ' F 
>: with ſelfe-loue vnder a vayne veyle of Nobility.Rather doe as Boleslaus the Notable AR of 
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that this is an eſfetual meanes to ruine them without recovery, A 
wonder ! They rather wil become Apoſtata's from Chriſtianity then 
from the ſpurre of honour. They meet in the field, cut one anothers throte, 
and empty their quarrels through the chanels of their bloud, for 
that they thinke the thing 1s honourable, Iudge naw , and con- 
clude whar 1 amo ſay :if they would ſuffer this ſpurre to purſue that courſe 
which God hath begun in their ſoules , perſuading themſelues what 
is molt vndoubted ; that the moſt 1gnoble a& which-a Gentleman can 
doe is to ferue ſfinne , would not they quickly become perfe& ? would not 
they be innincible againſt al vices, andener in poſſeſſion of vertue ? This 
argument is very ſtrong and wil admit no euaſion, Noble ſpirit, thou natu- , . 

rally loueſt honour more then thy life,and therin thou doſt wel : Thou art a AAA 
Chriſtiz; ifthou wilt not renounce thy baptifme & the bloud of thy Sauiour; bility: - 
Chriſtianity teacheth thee that the higheſt, and moſt ſolid honour thoucanſ 

euer pretend vnto , is to put vice vnderftoot and vertue ouer thy head; why 

ſtaz eſt thou to make reſolution? | | . SY 

Vnworthy that thou art jf thou-goeſt about to tye Nobility to fleſh and 

bloud,or to ſome old rotten ruings, to ſome monuments, which couer a no- 

thing vnder the golden traces of an Epitaph, Ridiculous that thou art if 

with tul mouth thou vanteſt a paper-Nobility , yea which is not thyne : as 

if ablind man ſhould boaſt his Grand-Father had had good eyes, and a ſtam- 

iecrer that his great Grand-father had bcen an excellent Oratour, Miſerable 

that thou art if after thy Anceſtours haue planted the french Lillyesamongſt 

the Palmes of Paleſtine ſincerely led thereto with the zeale they bare to their, 

fayth,thou betrayeſt religion, vertue, and conſcience by a brutiſh life dren- 

ched in wild ow, and frameſt to thy {clteyndera head of gold a foot of 

clay. God who breatheth on the intentions af men reproueth ſuch a Nobi. 
lity : and though theſe mongrels ſhould make themſeclues as white as FI 
Swannes, God eſteemeth them as black as Moores. Al nobility before this ro i 

| EO "hl" po rag 4 ep" ee guid vt filii 
great Indge is nothing in compariſon of iuſtice and perteEion, Yea fo it is, AFEhiopumves eflit 
that in holy writ the Nobility of Noe is valewed, He ſunt generationes Noe, Noe mibi l/rael, 
vir inſtus erat atgue pr feline, Behold a merueilous manner ( ſayth Saint Tohn P—_ of Noe 
Chry/eſtem)to delineate a Genealogy .The Scripture beginneth & ſayth behold ay = pad 
the Genealogy of Noe, It ſeemerh ro make way through al the Patriarchs "7M : 
from whome Noe was deſcended, It ſeemeth to make a rehearsal to vs of al s, Ambr.1i, de Noe 
their tytles and fignories, of their a&s and atchinements ; and preſently & arca. 

endeth in ſaying.wil you know the Genealogy of Noe ? he was a iuſt man,and Vertuesthe race 


. aperfe&.Behold al his Nobility.On which ſubiec&tS, Ambroſe hath an excellent of ſoules, _ 


ſaying ; Nobility bath no better chara6ter then that of ſanity : the race of men,are men but gan —— 
the race of ſoules are vertues. | | ficut howinum genus 
Noble-men, if you deſire tobe eſteemed worthy your ranke doe not ag hominer , ira animaril 


2 the little ſea-crabs, who by chance finding the ſhels of great fiſhes empty 8% virmee. 


eter into them without ſaying by your leaue,and make boaſts of a borowed 
habitation. Couer not the giddy fantaſies and illuſions of a ſpirit drunke 


fourth, King of Poland, who bearing the picture of his farher hanged about Boleslaus, 
hisneckina plateofgold , when he was to ſpeake or dge any thing of im- Cromer, li, 5, 
portance, he tooke this picture and kiſſing it ſayd : Deare father I wiſh I may 

not doe any thing remiſsly, vnworthy of thy name. Rather doe as that _ 

braue Eleaxer, mentioned in the þooke of Mackabees , who being aſſaulted Nobility of Elex 
with al ſort of batteries , blandiſhments , menaces , and torments to * * | 
_ him counterfait but one ſole ſinne againſt his _ law, he _ 

1s eyes vpon the true point of honour , vpon the conſideration of his | 
Nobility. Oe alas ( (aid = to himſelfe a the whitneſſe of that venerable DO ——_— 
hajre , with which thy head is couered , after it hath, growne, bgary in the exerciſe .. Te 

of 
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nobilitaris caniniem, 
arque a puero opume 


comMerſationis aFius, God wil make this day 4 Theater of my conſtancy. I wil not bely the law of my Maifter , 1 


with his bloud ſtopped his mouth and life with one and the ſame ſeale, 


grear ſpirits, and the admiration of the whole world? k 


F ee ee ne rn 
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Drawne from the greatneſſe and dignity of Gentlemen. 


Auguſt, Sol 14, 

N obis magna indita 
ef? neceſ5iias infle I ( K | 
refeque vinendi quia *#6&\ WEAR diſcoucred by the eyes of the great Tudge , before 


yponthe preſence of God , to wit, that of neceſlity it 


"oo v, ERGY Ny ns of uy OfE'Y "a. -. St __— 2d) ; 
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. mortal habitation folded vp in fleſh'and bloud , ſtirres it-ſelfe bur lazily to 


Marima pars pecea- 


neiies, Sencc, 


greſſion, 


ſeeing that how rauchthe more they areeminent in honour, ſo much the more 


2, Machab,.6. of thy religion , bath it not yet taught thee , where the point of honour lyes ? It is not enough 2 
Cepui cogizareingente for Eleazar , not is counter fait 1mpie fy, bur to profeſſe verfue, exen at the price of bis £ | 
bloud, Now God grant | May not (erue 45 4 ſtumbling-block., to the youth of this Cirty, ſince - 
wil not dishonour the ſchaole in which 1 was bred and brought vp, My ſoule shal fly our of | 
this body, wholy innocent, diſcharged of infidelity, into the boſome 0 f my Anceſtours , and the 
” honour of my life sbal be conueyed into the ashes of my Tomb, Theſe words mixed * 


Behold you not a Nobility worthy the ſight of Angels, the imitation of - 
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Aint Anguftine hath ſpoken very prudently diſcourcing 


FELT bchoueth vs to be vertuous , ſince we are perpetually 


v9 1 gg nn .& whome neither the bottomleſſe abyſle, nor hel it-ſelfe 

” > P hath darknes enough ro hide vs. If this exerciſe of - , 
Ya the preſence of God were as familiar to vs as itis 
 cffectual, ir would be a powerful motiue to cleanſe 

Wiſe Counſel al the-jmpurities of our intentions and affe&tions, and * * 


Ribbi in Apothegj, Quickly would giue vs leaue to arriue at the top of pertedtion, A wiſe Hebrew 
Hebre. faid very wel, toextirpate ſinne from the earth it behoueth euery one to i 
figure himſelte agreat eye alwayes wakeful vpon our aftios,anecarealwayes i 
opento obſerue our words , a hand indefatigably euer writing and ſum- i 
ming vp the account of our workes, But ſecing our ſoule , while it is in this % 


the conſideration of things purely ſpiritual, expeRing the ſenfes by which 
ſhe operateth ſhould giue her the alarum; God al wiſe al good ſerueth him. 
ſelfe with an efficatious meanes to fix vs in the contemplation of his pre- | 
ſence, whichis the conſideration of men in themſelues, the moſt perte& # 
images of God, that can be found in this great vniuerſe By how much the | 
more we arc encompaſſed and as it were ſhot through with the eyes of be-' | 
rorumtollirur fopee= holders who view ſeruing as witneſſes of our a&tians ; ſomuch the more | 
catorumneſtis aſtirar, doth our obligation of perteRion increaſe. The greater part of ſinnes are þ 
Sinnes committed cymmitted for want of witneſſes , ſaith very pertinently a graue ancient | 
for want of Wit= \yyriter. If Venus ſhould make a veyle of clouds to couer al her fauorits, ( as Þ 
fables imagined) rhe earth would ſoon be filled with adulterers and quickly 7 
become a Gommorrha. Nothing diſmantleth vice ſo much as it's owne naked- =; 
neſſe; take the maske from it, and you bereaue it of the meanes of pro- 


[t is from this point T intend to drawe the firſt reafon which binderh the 
Nobility to great perfe&ion eſpecially thoſe who are of ftate and dignity, | 


they are propoſed as an aymse to the eyes of al the world, 1fa little planer 
happen to be eclypſed who cantel the newes therof but ſome cold-foun- 
dred Mathematician who perchance beholdeth it in the ſhady obſcu- # 
'rities of the night? Bur if the leaſt change happen that may be 
to the Sun, euery one lifteth his eye to heauen ; he cannot make, # 
a falſe ſtep, but che numberleſſe numbers of men which _— X 
the Þ 
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bes, Zearth, and you shal change this neceſſity you haue to doe wel by the honeſt 
 anq 2 inforcement of thoſe who enlighten you, into a willo tree and diſintereſſed, 
hens  thatyou wilcuecratter puton a reſolution toremaine in the liſts of vertue, 
e to © alchough al the world ſhould be blind. You wil reſemble the Sunne , who 
Ayes Z placed in heauen by the Creatours hand .- if happily he one day ſhould 
im. © chanceto haue no ſpe&atours of his light , would ſhine as radiant forthe - 
| thig x eyes ofa piſmere or filly bee,as for theggreateſt King 1n the world.s. Auguſtine han = Dee 
y to 2 maketh mention of an old Comedian,who ,1n his yonger dayes,after he had OT . ſen day 
hich © ©19ng tyme playedinthe Comedies, which thoſe blind Idolaters had inſti- gecrepirus, quetidie in 
him, & tuted to the honour of their Gods, with the general applauſe of the people, Capitelio M imurs 
; pre- 2 the glory thercof did ſo intoxicate him, thar playing for the Gods he acted agents — 
rfes i al as for men : when he grew old, andmot ſo followed by his ordinary troup n = pe As 44 
. the of Auditours, he went to the Capitol,and made much. adoe to play his Co- a, ebſeruationof 
f be.. © medics alone before the ſtatues of his falſe Gods; doing al (ſaid he) then S. Auguſtine vpon 
nore @ for the Gods,and nothing for men. if this poore Pagan had not failed in the 2 Comediam. 
a 2 principles of true religion, he had hit the marke, It 1s true, men many times 
ciens MI much ſerue ro pollishour actions; their preſence is. to vs a ſharp ſpurre, 
XZ which makes the ſpiritro leap, and bound beyond it-ſelfe, The like wherof 

It #7 is ſeen in Oratours 'andPreachers, to whom their Audirory ſomtyme ſerues 
ke: rg 2 as pipes roOrgans. Such penetrate the clouds, borne vponthe wings of the 
Can -Z wind, who otherwiſe had low flagged in the duſt, void of the eſtimation of 
Oe" 7 men. It would þe a miſerable vanity to haneno other ayme, then alwayes 
wat 2 toplay for men, and neuer for God, It 1s fitthat al theſe creatures , ſhould 
mtess ſerue vs for-laddars , to mount vp to heauen, And this is it wherin men of 
| sc. «| ſtare, whoare im eminent place, haue much aduantage ; they are in 2 great 
lanes Theater;which istothema powerful f purreto doe wel; yea ſo forcible that | 
Cong Ks it was a wonder admired by the judicious Caſſius Longinus , to heare it ſaid, Longin, Tei v406 
bſcu- I thar a Grecian Captaine, ſeeing himſelfe in a dangerous encounter inuolued Alaz. 

be if In nightanddeath, defired not of Godthe ſafeguard of his life, but only (6: 
A ake 2 muchday as might ſuffice him to ſee hini{elfe die valiantly, : REIT 
habit © Beholdthe force of this moriue,to giue vp alite the moſt pretious thing in; 
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& 1;ife of Great-men, and priuar perſons. If an Hermit in his Cel ſuffer himſelfe eal 
© .obetranſported vpon ſome motion of choller, who knoweth it bur his cat 
or table? And if it bea religious manin a Couent, his imperfections are mas 
nifcſted but to few, which would be of force to cheriſh their vices, if they 
Z 4id nortake their aymes rightly leuelled towards God. Bur as for Great-= 
# ones,althe eyes of men are fixed vpon them, nor can they ſuffer eclypſe bur 
# 1; ſunnes; ſo darkning the whole world with their ſhady obſcurities , that 
> they who in their owne errour haue eyes of moles, are Arguſes and Lynxes to 
2 ſce and cenſure the actions of menof quality, | Great men vicious reſemble 
# King 0xias; they al cary their leproſy vpon their forehead. Thenl demand of 
Z you.this admitted that they cannot hide rhemſclues no more then the Sun, & 
that rhey al havie honour 1n ſpecial recommendation , fearing the leaſt ble- 
mishes of fame; doe you not behold them between the deſire of honour, and 
® feare of contempt,as betweenthe hammer & the anuule, entorced,as it were, 
® with a happy neceſlity to doe wel,fince todoe 1] 15 ſo chargeable? 
'N You wil ſay vnto me this intention were 1mpure, to caty ones ſelfein 
or praiſe-worthy actions by rhe pathes of humane reſpects ;to which I agree: 
” But withal adde, it may eaſily be purged and freed , if you prefigure in your 
* mind, that ſo many men as watch vpon our actions, are ſo many meſſengers 
-. of God; if youconfider them notas men, but as Angels of this Soueraigne 
Maieſty, who are aſſigned for the inquiſition of your actions. This contem- 
; plation wel imprinted in your ſpirit, ſhal by little and little proceed rary- 
*Ztyingthe moſt groſle thoughts, as the ſun-beames doe the vapours of the 


the 


Z the foure quarters of the earth doe obſerue it, The like thing 1s ſeen in the ls nes 


——— 


þ x X «King AfN05, 


© f<lichtare non vinci, 
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the whole world,to enioy one glimmer of day-light , which cold ſeruetono | 
otherpurpoſe but roenlighten his death.Then,Noble men who are ſecatedin # 
dignity, Heaueitto youtoconclude,if you, perpetually being inthe mid.day 
and in the rayes of ſo mauy eyes as behold you, who illuſtrat your life % 
and make your death lightſome, haue cauſe or notto flacken or grow remitle | 
in the courſe of perfection. pF 
For the ſecond reaſon I ſay , the foyle ſetterh off the ſparkling of the dia. # 
mond, and greatneſſe the luſtre of verrue. How doth a man know what 
he is, ifhe ſee not himſelfein the occaſions of good and il 2 The triumph of 27 
* "EY vertue, as Plato ſayd very wel, is to haue finne in power , and vertue in wil, 1] 
Eric illiglria eterne, To be able to ſinne, to be thereunto ſollicited by attraQtiue pleaſure, and yer 3 
GS neneftwrengerſa, DOT tO Commit it;; this is al which a good man can doe, Afolirary life is nor 
Eccl, 3. o& wt alwayes laudable; if it be not guided by diuine and ſupernatural helps, ay i 
that of Saints. For what honour is it for a retired man, to hauethis Epi. 
Fpitaph of Vacia, taph of Vacia inſcribed vpon him : Heer lyeth be, who ſled from the world , and 
Qui res &- homines the affayres therof , confined to himſelfe by the miſery of his paſsions ; who could not endure 
fugit, quem cupiditats |, , h : who hid himelfe for feare ;, who in preſent liueth 
fmerum ir felicizas re. 91) 1041 to be more happy then humſelſe ; who bid v1 ſelf ; pr uerh 
legauit, ali: ſa!icis. #197, either for another , or for bim ſelfe , but for his belly , ſleepe , and pleaſure. Behold a 
rer videre non peruit, POOTe prayſe, and which wel ſheweth vertue doth not alwayes confilt in the 
_ or nn flight trom greatneſſe, but inthe conqueſt ouer paſhons, which is by ſo much 
—_ oblinnircitle bi the more glorious , by how much the aduerſaries are more inuicible, Thee. & 
non viuit , ſed quod PRY1af ſayd,, that gold is like the riuer Rhene , for one cauſe; which is that Þ 
& twrpiſimum, ancienrly thoſe warlike Nations inhabitants of Germany , vſcd it to proue i 
"op ibidini, their children in, as we vſeto try gold witha touch-ſtone. As ſoone as theſe i 
TheophyLa@ : little creatures were borne, they cariedthem to the Khene, and plungedthem i 
Colle&an, Gree, SNthat river , and then knew by certaine ſignes giuen by the child, either in 
Epi, ". wreſtling with the waues, or in ſhewing much terrour and affrightmenc, 
Ar - ma paſſage whether he would be couragious or crowardous, He that bare himſelfe 
= ny lace. — bravely in this mercileſſe element, was their true ſonne. Men are not tried * 
Xs a "PT" in Rhene , faid this learned Authour, to ſee whether they be men , but in 
Padolns, ina riuer of gold : place them in honours, repuration, in affluence of # 
riches, this wil procure you aneuer erring iudgement of their vertue, What j 
knoweth one how he who is borne and bred al his life time amongſt cob. 
webs, would vſc cloth of goldif he had it ? What knoweth one how humble 
a man may be , who is as ſoone found in miſery as in nature, by the courſe 
of his lineal extraRion ? Who knoweth how abſtinent one would be in the} 
ful delicacies of a great feaſt , who hath neuer ſeen vpon his table but $ 
cabadges and turneps ? Who knowerh how temperate another would be in 
commanding oner men, who neuer hath exerciſed his power , bur ouer ba 
dogges and calues ? It ſeemeth al vertues, either are no vertues , or are # 
Great vertue of ſtifled in a low condition, if we ſpeake morally,*But to ſee a man poore in 
— ſpirit in aboundant plenty of riches; humble in large traynes of attendants, # 
which he dayly beholdeth proſtrated ar his feet ; temperate in a thouſand 74 
occaſions of exceſſes which howerly are preſented ro him; moderate in a for- 
tune euer ypon increaſe , peaceful inthe clattering clamours of affaires; vni- - 
ds wwatt.14 forme and equal inthe vicifſitude of humane accidents; a man who can doe p>. 
Je =rbo doing, Al he would, and wil doe nothing but what is reaſonable; a manthar ſuffreth 
Magnz virus eff not his appetites to fly like little butterflies, fluttering amidſt the concupil. 3 
cum felicizatelufzri, cence of creatures, but limits them in the liſts of modeſty , andnot touching Z 
magns felicitar 4 te earth bur with the ſoles of his feet, fixeth the better part of himſelfe in 7 
heauen; this is to behold a perpetual miracle. 
We muſt then neceſſarily auerre, if we wil not belye our indgement and ©: 
reaſon, thar in the greateſt occaſions of il is chewed the greateſt refle&ion of 7 
g00d.Great felicitics areſo ticklish,that it is more eaſyto liue onthe dunghll |! 
of 10b with patience, then.in the mannaye of great Kingdomes with moders: | 
T10N, 7 


Bernard. ad 
Eugen. 11. 2, 
HMagnn ci preſens 


11, MOTIVE. DIGNITY; 17 

tion, Saint Brrward ſayd to Pope Eugentus : He 1s truly great on whom fortune bath f — arrific gow 
fmyled , and not deceaucd him. It is a heauy burthento beare a great fortune.This 7%: 

is dayly ſeen inthe ſpirits of this Age : there needeth but alittle ſparkle of 

felicity to dazle theireyes,to puffe vp their Skin, to drench them in pride, in 
jneratitude , intyrannic,ina deluge of diflolurions, One ſole hower which a 

fauourit may hauc inthe proſperities of the Court wil make him forget a 
freindſhip of thirty yeares; ſtanding a molt cuident marke of aweake ſpirit, 2 
On the contrary,to paſle trom a poore garden into a Kings Palace as Abdo- Abdolomin, 
j-mm did, and handle the ſcepter with the ſame humility of hart, without 

preiudice of authority,that one would doe a ſpade,is a vertue which rarely 

hath an example vpon earth, but is admired in heauen it-ſelfe, Ir is a vertue 

which commeth to men from the treaſures of God,not from their pedegree, 

It is the fayreſt obiect , whichthe Sun drawing aside the curtayne of the 

night diſcoucreth vpon earth, And I doubt not, but the diuine prouidence 

hath purpoſely held ſome religious Monarches 1n the world , as our Saint 

Lewis, for example to declare how high Chriſtian perfe&ion may aſcend, 

which1s to plant humility vpon the diamonds of regal crownes; to lead in 

Court an Hercmirtical life; to command greatneſſe and humility , which 

ſeliome are of alliance, mutually to imbraceas ſiſters. 

Adde for the third reaſon, which is receaued by the common conſent of 

of al men lining inthe world, that tribulation ſerues as a fornace for vertue: 

the more ſtout, and maſculine it 1s, the more it glitters in affli&tion. What 

knowcth a 1nan that hath alwayes been bredina laſy languiſhing life, as 

the trees of Sedome in the dead ſea; with what meaſure perfection is mea- 

ſured ? Proſperities are like a veyle tifſued which gold by the fingers of Proſperity? 
fortune,ro couer the vicers of vice : and aduerſity is the Theatre of generous 

ſpirits, who feed themſelues with 2Mi&ions , as.the Sun with ſalt water, 

What a glorious ſpeRacle is irto behold , faythS, Cypriau, an inuincible cou- Cypria de mortal; ' 
rage , counter-buffed with ſtormes and tempeſts , on whom it ſeemeth © 
heauen wil burſt and fal in pieces, to behold him 1 ſay amougſt the threats 
of the ayre, ruines of the world, alwayes ſtatiding vpright, asa great brazen 

Coloſſus , ſcorning theſe as miſts, and ſmal fakes of ſnow? 

What a brane word is it, to heare a man ſay in a world of contraritics, Quante ſublimitas 
which oppoſe him, God be prayſed , who bath deemed ys worthy to ſerue as a ttial of inter ruinas generis 
humane nature , to ſee to bow high a pitch patience could mount ? What a Maieſty itis to — __ -- 
be able to beare this fayre enſigne, wherevith our Lewis the ewelfth with a Digni viſ fumus hag 
generous affetion was much pleaſed, which was aceleſtial cup, aduanced in quibus experirenm 
in rayes of gold, amongſt eclypſes, with this motto: : Inter eclypſes exorior. And quantum humana na 
ſurely verrue neuer ſhinerth ſo much as when ſhe is in eclypſe; which it ſeemes 74 poreff pars. | 
the holy Ghoſt would myſteriouſly ſignify in theſe words of Tob : Thow braue VP ons Inns: 
ſpirit who ſtruggleſt againſt rempeſts , thou shalr find thy neens in the evening, and when Q uaſs meridians 
thou shalt efteeme thy felfe annihilated , thou then shalt eleuate thy ſclfe as the morning fjulgur conſurges tibs 
ſtarre, It is a wonder that in this paſſage, he vſeth an Hebrew. word for two #4 ve/Þeream, & cumee 
purpoſes , ſignifying two contraries, to wit, to ſhive andto be darkened, ©" jo. 91 17 
Itisto ſhew vs, that obſcurity which commeth from aduerſity isatrue and ob. efers 

> y Y NU Tob, 11. 17, 
perfe& light, Dp", 

It then being admitted, which al mouthes doe preach and pennes doe & worthy letter jy 
write, that aduerſities are neceſſary to make yp a great vertue ; we wil *”* 
thereon conclude, that perfection wil be more ſutably accommodatedto 
the liues of Great men then any other though neuer ſo good, fince they are 
thoſe , who dayly are expoſed to the greateſt hazards. The crofles of reli- 
gStous and priuar men are but meer paper in compariſon of thoſe which 


6: 
happen to the Great men of the world. The learned Syneſius ſayth , they are xr ray ts 


illuſtrious on euery fide , one while they mount as high hs heauen , Ourye aqdrry 
another while they deſcend cuen to. the abyſle ; their change is never £401, * | 
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in the meane, & their fortune is pointed out in extremities: this manifeſtly 
declareth,that as their fortune hath no bounds, ſo they ſhould not limit theie 
vertues. O-men of honour , it is a braue thing to ſee you couragious in 
difaſters, as Eagles , who fly confronting that parr of heauen where ra. 
ging tempeſts moſt raigne , not vnlike Dolphins , who leap and bound 
with ful carriere in the tumultuous waues ; or as valt rocks, who 
ere& their creſts againſt the clouds , and mock at the foamy wauesg 
billow-beating their feet. This is truly the element of vertue , reſem. 
bling the pretious ſtone, called Ceraunia by the Grecians, as one would 
ſay, the thunderer , for it is bred among thunders and 1s found in places, 
where heauen al-ſmolne which anger , hathcleft the maiſter-pieces of the 
worlds great magazin, So after the black vapours of obloquie, after 
the miſty clouds which hane diſcoloured our reputation , after enuie, 
rage, atter brutiſh furies, after oppreſſions of innocency, after the death 
of kindred , after faithleſines of freinds, aftcr diſgrace , after thunders 
ſhot from rhe Capitol ; when you behold a hart firmely fixed in a fayre 
Cituation , which enfoldeth ir-ſelfe within it-ſelt, and ſucketh in 
the taſtful ſweetneſſes of a good conſcience , then behold a thunder- 
ſtone, which gladdeth Angels , and dazeleth eyes fearctul of his light- 
ning flaſhes. 

Conclude then vpon this whole diſcourſe , that greatneſle 1s the very 
element of great vertue; and if you yet hereof doubt , learne the ſame 
from the authority of God, who hath judged greatneſle (o neceſſary an 
obie& for vertue , that he hath conducted al his greateſt ſeruants to 
perfection, if not by the enioying of greatneſle , at the leaſt by con- 
tempt therof ; and neuer had they been ſo great if ſtrug'ing with great- 
nefſce, they had not ſcorned to be great, Our Sauiour , to shew he was the 
example of perfection , would appeare great in tefuſing a world, which 
Sathan had ( as it were ) vnfolded before his feet. He would the vertue 
of the greateſt of al men , ſhould appeare in the refuſal of the greateſt 
of al titles, when'S. Iohn Baptiſt denyed the name of Meſlias. He ſhewed 
the greatneſle of his faythful ſeruant Moyſes , in the contempt of Pharao's 
Kingdome. He gaue Nery'ACourttoS Peter, ands. Paulas the Amphitheater 
of their glory. He likewiſe many tymes hath drawne Hermits from the 
vnfrequented deſerts, to make them mannage great matters in the Cata- 
ſtrophe of their liues , in the Pallaces of Princes ; ſo neeeſlary it 15 to 
haue to doe which grearnefſe , to a& ſome-thing important. If. God 
hath transferred to Court , ( as it were onthe wings of impetuous winds ) 
thoſe that were by birth and profeſſion alienated , to worke wonders 
there; what Theater (O yee Noble men ) expect you more ſutable then 
this, to place yertue in her fayreſt ſeat ? Or what obligation , can you 
haue more {tricly binding to perte&ion then your (clues? 
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III. REASON 


Proceeding from riches 


4 T was a thing very ſtrange amongſt the plagues where: 
with AEgypt, cuer bent to reſiſt the ſpurre the more deeply 
ro wound it ſelfe , was chaſtiſed by the angry hand of God, 
to behold Nius that great and goodly riuer wholy become : 
bloudy : but yet more marucilous to ſee that from one and Tofeph Antiquity 
| the ſame riuer the AEgyptians drew bloud, and the 1/raelites Iud, I, 2, G. fe 
2 lively and Chriſtalline treame, : 
The like ordinarily isſeen in the lines of good and bad rich men, The bad 
draw into their ſtorehouſes gold and (iluer , heaped one vpon another by ra- 
pines and violence, as in ariuer conſiſting of the veynes and bloud of the 
poore. The good , in the honeſt abilities which heauen hath gratiouſly 
giuen them, find pure water , which they ſuffer to diſtil for the publike 
ood, as through the conduir of their liberalities, Althat which the holy 
(ric and eloquent tongues of rhe Fathers thunder out , repleniſhed with 
threates, horrour, and maledicion againſt riches , 1s not vnderſtood bur of 
thoſe whereof the vices of men and not the condition of the things haue 
made the vſe damnable, Such riches are deceitful ſhadowes , which couer 
an apparant good vnder aw vndoubted euil: they are hands, that take their 
Maiſter by the throte ; they are poinyards with a golden haft , which dee 
light the eyes with vayne ſcemings , and plerce the hart with mortal 
wounds; they are precipices, furniſhed with pretious iewels, ſuch as Heliog4= 
balus deſired to illuſtrate his death with; they are hights, which are not mea- 
ſured but by their falles ; they are deadly poylſons Ateeped ina golden cup. ”"_ FEY 
For this cauſe Exſcbius Emyſſenus ſaid :Poore man, who admireit thoſe that are j110"4 _ 
on the top ofthe wheel of the fauours and riche of the world , whereunto Epiphania wry 
they haue aſcended by iniquity, are maintayned by violence , and cannot Epiſcopus Rhes 
deſcend but by headlong ruine ! How blind are you to haue thoughts ſo gienlis, 
vnimanly and vnworthy of a Chriſtian? Eſteeme you a frantike man to be ſtout and IRS | 
couragions , who ſtabbes hiunſelfe with a poinyard ? Say you , be hath a brauc ſteddy band, oy quiin ſum 
who hits his owne hart 1ght with a daggers point ? Say you that man is happy who boldeth mortem fortis ets Cui 
the shadow of good in his bands to produce to himſelfe an eternity of euils:Who hath euer proventuun fallex 
ſaid he who mumbly monmethon a rocks to precipitate himſelſe , was an able man ? Who m_ wy 11m 
hath ſaid , ſecing him on the ſicepy cliffes-top ready tofal, this man is bappy , al the world ,,,1., 1, y_ 
bath an eye vpon him? Who hath ſayd of bim , that bath a golden cup in bis hand filled with Quis bearam dixeris 
poyſon , this man is fortunate to drinke in ſorich a goblet? And you yet dayly ſay the v«lidam in ſuum 
ſame, when you behold a man in the iniquity of il gotten goods couetous, Prtrn vnanc 
vngrateful, diſloyal, pertidious to God and men; you thinke him happy ,T ,,queprecipiis 
and ſee not that he twiſteth his owne ruine in threads of gold and filuer, feflinantem ? Quis 
Such riches are damnable, Iristrue, But who makes them damnable ? The «us mirerur 
peruerſe diſpoſition of men, Take away Vice whichisnotof theefſence of _ p So | 
riches, you wil find they are a great prop to verrue and a powerful motiue <a —_ a 
ro perfection , for thoſe that poſleſſe them, It is to you , Noble men, to felicew voces qui 
whomeS. Hiereme (a) addrefleth this worthy ſaying : Toyou it apperteineth, to haue gemmato arque auratd 
riches, to tread them vnder your feet and not cary them on your head : the more they py veneng 
are vnder you the more they rayſe you, and the more they cleuate youto (-bidi epi.ad 
pertefion, The reaſonsare manifeſt and pertinent, - 4 \ Demeniadem. 
'y -Ir 
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Firſt it is amatter very difficult to preſerue a great vertue ina great po. 
uerty ,it being giuen but to very few ſoules; yea, and to thoſe of the beſt 
temper. The poorer fort ordinarily haue ſo much imployment to thinke 
how to liue , that little tyme remayneth for them to thinke how to liue wel, 
Difficulties of the ThE belly that hath no bread, bath no cares; aud preceps of wiſcdome are 
found very ſtorrt, and inſuthcient among people perplexed and ouerwhelmed 
with want. A farther of a family who behvuldeth pouerty in his heuſe, 
beſides a multitnde of children ranked like organ-pipes , whom he muſt 
cloath, feed, and prouide tor; who ſceth creditours attending on him artheir 
day, Sergeants dogging him, proceſſes that afflict him, cattle caſually rodye 
on the one ſide, his houſe vtterly to ſinke on the other fide; his debrs noe 
payable but with bankerupting , and rents to fayle him at aneced, hath ful 
enough to doe to caſt rymec, as the prouerbſayth, behind his backe, Nee 
ceſſity many tymes is the mother ot vice, and when one hath no more 
goods, he 1s,in danger to doe that which 1s not goo1. Behold why the Wiſe. 
man asked of God, if not great riches , at rhe leaſt exemption from po- 
uerty. You who haue, be it great or indifferent meanes, are not brought 
into this penury, if you cal not that a penury , when you cannot ſatisfie 
an exorbitant concupiſcence , which hath no other pleaſure then exceſſe 
nor other bounds but infinitie. You ſee in your houſe a ſertled eſtate farre 
diſtant from the multitude of diſcontents, vnder which ſo many mortal men 
doe groanc ; ought not this to ſerue you for ſome {mal moriue to perfe. 
ion ? Sec you not in Geneſis, how God, willing to exerciſe Adam ina con. 
of templatiue life cauſed him to find at his firſt comming, houſe, table, bed, and 
| cloath layd, If ithad then bchoued him to take paynes to get his giner, and 
build himſelfe a houſe as little birds doe their neſts, then had he hall payne, 
and care; but to the end he ſhould haue ful liberty for his Maiſters affayres, 
| God took al obſtacles from him , that he might haue no cauſeto accuſe any 
man in his miſerable misfortune , but his owne ingratitude, O you Noble 
men, God vſeth you as Adam interreſtrial Paradiſe, he ſuffereth you to eate 
the corne at caſe , which others haue ſowed , and the wine which others 
prefſed; he cauſeth your meat to come to your tables, as if it were borne by 
certaine inuiſible engines ; he holdeth the clements, creatures, and men in 
breath, not only to ſupply your neceſſities, but your wel beſeeming accom. 
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modation : and can you then thinke he requireth a thing vnreaſonable of . 


you, if giving you al things aboue other men, he would hane you vertuous 

as other men? © 
Secondly I ſay, poore men, admit the cafe they be not ſo preſſed with 
paynful neceſſitics of lyfe, and that tyme paſlethwith them a little more 
ſweetly , they may perhaps deafly atrend deuogion 1nthe filence of a little 
family; but their vertue is not ſtrong enough inthe wing, to take a long 
and diſtant flighr,nor haue they arme enough to vndertake great enterpriſes, 
Their little authority maketh their words not to haue much weight , nor 
their actions ( how laudable ſocuer ) to be of power to draw others to imi- 
t2te them, Beſids , rich men ſomty mes haue an auerſion from doing wel, for 
feare they ſhould haue vertue common with the poore, from whom they 
Anthority of great would ( if it were poſſible ) be ſeparated euen inelements ; but great men 
men to ſtrengthen are euer powerful to authorize good workes, 1 leaue youto thinke, if many 
_—_—_— through malice, but bythe ſeruile flauery of complacence doe prayſe 
euen their vices and imperfections, what wil they doe with their vertucs? 
For we muſt not ſuppoſe, { as ſayth the Wiſe man ) that the ſtate of hel is 
wholly eſtabliſhed vpon earth , and good conſcience eternally baniſhed: 
many are vicious more through infirmity ( as not being able to reſiſt the ty- 
ranny of opinion and cuſtome ) then our of affe&ion they beare to vice, If 
ithappen rich men aduance the ſtandard of picry,al the world rangeth _ 
clues 
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felues vnder their banner : ſome that were willing and not daring to. doe * 
t; others though vnwilling were drawne along with aſwindge of ſuperio. 
iry which they would uot cotradi&.This is an argument which I wil heer- 
after deduce more at large, when I ſhal ſpeake of example. And from hence, 
o you rich men, iudge,if God giving you ſuch a liberty aad reputation todoe 
wel,you make il vic therof,whar neglect youfalinto, when you imploy your 
authority to rayſc vice with aſtrong hand, and pur vertue in diſeſtimation, _ 
Ancietly pearles were called vſhers, becauſe they made way for Ladyes who p.,1c; are vihers 
were adorned with them.Rightly may now riches beare the like namezeuery c4yth Seneca, * 
wherethey are obeyed, euery where they make place:it is a good reaſon, if 
al the world ſcrue them for vihers, they doe the {ame office for piety with- 
out whichal their goodly luſtre wil be but vniuſt pillage, Then tal they 
potently raigne, when they haue reſtored vertue to her throne, 
Finally to conclude with a third,and inmy opinion the moſt formal rea- 

ſon, which euidently declarerh how riches are abſolute obligarions vnto you 
of Chriſtian perfe&ion: it is, that God ſeemeth to haue enchaſed al inthe 
charity which is exerciſed towards our neighbour : Give almes, and bebold your Luc. 11.41, 
clues wholy pare, This practiſe of giuing almes 1s ſo excellent, that God hath 2-* *#*=ojnew &, 
choſen no other for himſelte, His nature is to giue and todoe good, as fire c—_— 
to heate, and the ſunneto illuminate, ſaith the eloquent Syneſins, And to Almcs the works 
ſpeake vnto you thericheſt ward whicheuer came out of the mouth of a of God. | 
Paynim: It is Plny, who after he had wel wandred through al ſe&s of Phi. Aato Tore Que he 
loſophers,deſcribing the efſerice of God, pronounceth this goodly ſentence, Sy 
That the greateſt diuinity is to ſee 8 mortal man oblige hns like,and that it is tbe shorteſt yay Dex: eft mortal inna- 
t0 4rriue at eternal glory. Wealſo ſce in the Canticlesthe hids of the ſpouſe com. '*9ialem;& hee ad 
pared to golden globes, whichin them hold the ſea encloſed. Theſe hands are Plin ts =—_ oi 
of gold, to denote to vs the munificence of God by this ſymbole of charity: Cant. 5. 
His baiids are globes made round, there1s nothing rugged, clammy , Or bowed; nay Manus eins lob; £14- 
they are ſmoth, neat, polite, to powre his bleſſings inceſſantly ypon men, rej,pleni mari Where 
They alwayes empty themſclues, and are alwayes repleniſhed ; for they are _— —. 
filled withaſea of liberality whith neuer wil be exhauſted. cone ads 

God then hauing bounty ſo natural and intrinſecal in him, wil needs ſee it Hands of God a * 
ſhine in his ſcruants, & therein eſt abliſheth ſaluation, & perfetion. Which golden bowle ful 
admitted, who ſceth not, O yourich men, you haue a particular obligation **X< a 
aboue al others, fince God hath ele&ed you ro be the Stewards of his goods, 
the meſſcngers of his fauours, & the coduits of his liberality?Religious men, 
who haue giut the tree & the fruit al at once, hauenorhing more to giue.The 
indifferently rich are ordinarily ful of appetites and produce no effects. You 
haue power in your hands to diſcharge the duties of al the world ; you haue 
met with the Philoſophers ſtone, you haue the bookes of a heauenly alchimy 
in your coffers, you haue a golde rod, which can turne the durty pelfc of Indis 
into celeſtial ſubſtace.Conſider what greater ties of duty can you hauc, what 
more preſſing neceſſity to be perfe&,then to haue the inſtrument of perfe&is 
in your ful power?Perſwade your (elues no loger that riches are impedimers 
of glory,& ſaluation;for this vahappineſlſe proceedeth not but from corrup- 
rion & il cuſtome; if youtake them on a falſe byas,they are of lead, ro drench 
& drowneyou;if on a good,they are feathers,to beare & lift you vp to heaue, 
Prophane ſtory maketh mentio of one Seſoſtris King of Egypt, whotriaphantly Chariot of Sefo. 
rode in achariot drawne by Kings , he was ſo ſwolne with the ſuccefle of hig tris applyed to the 
proſperities.It wastotake the way of hel inthe chariot of pride,ſototriaph; ich. 
but you may in the chariot of charity,al glittering with gold and filuer, har- — | 
nefſed out with poore men(eachperſon whereof repreſcnteth the Soueraigne 1, io, coi 
King who rayſeth al Imperial ſcepters)rake the right way of Paradiſe,& that 
by the meanes of riches. Chen iudge, whether they lead to true felicity or no, Auguſt, med, 


1f jou las theſe rerrene things, you age wel, lone them boldly, but as the obie#s of your glory, 5) iſtaterrena diligitie; 
| TY | 4 C 11 9 - Jo Us ſnbiefia dligite , v3 


| bes loqueum pedibur, 


— 
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famulantia diligne,vt gs the inflruments of your ſaluation, as 4 guift of your ſreind, as & benefit from your Maifth, 


manera emici , vibes 
neficia Domuni, vi 
errhaw ſporſs, 


45 the earneſt-penny of your ſpouſe, as the pleadge of your predeſimation, 


© — 


V. REASON 
Drawne from perfeftions of the body. 


T is a lamentable miſery to behold , how ſinne hath ſo per. 
uerted the nature of things , that it not only giveth i] vnder 
the apparance of good ,butalſo ſomtymes euil effects to thar 
which is good.Behold for as much as concerneth the perfec. 
tions of the body, (not ſpeaking here of health, or ſtrength, 
wherewith the Great-ones are not alwayes the beſt proui- 
ded: ) beauty, grace, orgarb, which ſeeme to be more connatural to them, 
they are ſocryed downe by the corruption of manners, that one knoweth nor 
what apt place to giue them either among things good or cull. S. Auguſtine 
PE Des ſpeaketh with indifterency intheſe tearmes : Beanty of body ts a benigne guiſt of 
Pulchritudo corprris God, but be beſtowes it often on the bad , that the good may not deeme it a great good, Not 
benum Dei donum ſed Only the writings of Saints,and of moſt auſterereligious, haue made great in- 
proprerea etiemidlar- yeftiues againſt beauty, but euen thoſe who at other tymes haue with paſſion 
- wad malis ne meg% prayed it condemned it,as ſoone asthey became wiſe. Petarch, that worthy 
num videatur bonis, 7. . *. . 
Beauty condemned ſpirit,after he had adored a humane beauty doth ſadainly caſt downe the Al- 
by Idolaters them- tars thereof vnder his feet, and Ciſauowed in ripe age, that which fooliſh 
ſclues, youth had made him vehemently commend. ' For what ſaith he not in his 
Petrach 1.6, ds Hhooke of the vanity of the world , which he intitleth the remedies of fortu- 
- Þ > te ne ? Tou who eſtablish your glory m the beau ty of the body , know , you baue an enemy vnder 
domi delcRabilem , & Your Toofſe,and which 1s worſe,a flattering and with-delight-rempting enemy, Tou harbour 4 
blandum:habes rapte- thiefe, who ſtealeth your repoſe and time, rwo the moſt prenious things of the world, Tou lodge 
a 1 _ a pant an executioner,who alwayes wil hold you tothe 14 k and torture, Toy entertaine a ſubieFt 
ka War pe laboris Of fojle and affliction, a mitiue of warfare and contention ; an incendiary of ſenſual appetite, 
vberrimam, diſcrimi- Which is no leſſe capable 0 f batred then loue, This deceipt ful beauty purteth a ſnare on your 
num cauſum , fomentis feet, a yeyle ouer your eyes,and budlane on your wings,Iif154 ſuperfictal grace, which conereth 
libidinum, nec minre ith the ſmoothdelicacie of the 5k mn loath|ome ana hornile ſtenches; ſo with ber poyſon char 
4 Kougrh 7. ming the drunke ſenſes, Another (a)ſaith,it is the nurſe of love, the ſpurre of ſinne, 
#4 andthat vertue lodged with beauty hath alwayes aſlippery foot, as being in 
wvelum eculis, alis viſ}. the houſe of a dagerous hoſteſſe.s. Chriſuſtome(v)in an Homely which he made 
cum; fuperfcie trenus ypon the vaine beauty of women, hath aelicate obſeruations, not being able 
Juge _— ww Tufficiently to admire the ſotrishneſle of thoſe cold-ſtarued Amouriſts, who 
4 fea bene haſten to roaſt themſclues in the aſhes, | 
cntis obrextu, jenfibus Not withſtanding al theſe ſayings of wiſe men, we muft afhirme that beauty 
blandiuy &> itludit. and graceful comelineſfſe of body is a great guift of God, able to doe infinit 
good, when they once hold correſpondence with ſincere vertne : and ther- 


Lib, rg. c. 21.de 


(a) Tab. d'inconſt 
(b)Chryſoſt.honul, Þ 


le vani- oulchy forethey rather ought to be eſteemedamong the motiues of wel doing, then 

de vanit,pulchr, : __ : : . 

mulieb, the inſtrumenrs of miſchiefe, it being vnreaſonable to condemne a benefit 

Kors Tx««/£2 x2 Of God the Creatour for the abuſe ot men, fince no man blameth the candle 

1 =_ 4 that cleerly burneth in the houſe, though butterfiyes ſindge their wings in it, 
c:ence ot beauty 1 | 1 1 

as the guifc of God, For proofe whereof I wil produce three reaſons only , which ſcem forcible 


enough to conuince the vnderſtandings of wiſe men,& euidently declare to 
al thoſe that are endowed with corporal beauty, the intury they doe 
to God when they abuſe the beauty of the body to the hinderance of the 
ſoule, anddragge the guifts of God along in the duſt, 
Firſt it is vndoubted, that to attribute the worke of corporal beauty to 
| any other original then thar of the wiſedome and goodneſle of God, were to 
apoſtatize from Chriſtiauity and to ranck ones ſelfe among the Manicheans, 
God 
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V. MOTIVE. - PERFECTIONS OF BODY. 19 

God neceſſarily approueth beauty ſince he himſelfe is the authour therof, 

He hatched it in his boſome , as light in the Eaſt, and diftributiuely ſpred ir Nas 

ypon al the creatures of the carthas the rayes of a bright day. Man hath been — — 

from the beginning the beſt prouided for, fince God hath made him as it pe, 

were 2 Scutcheon wheron he hath pourtrayed al the titles of the moſt excel- 

lent beauties of the world. Origen ſayth, he is fayre as the firmament, which Origen in hgc 

we ſee enameled with ſo many ſtarres , that reſplendently ſhine, as torches —_— p 

lichtned before the Altar of the Omniporent. Saint Chryſoſtome, that the An- celum y coor | 

gels are the morning ſtarres, whereof menti0 1s made in Iob, who inceſſantly Homo ipſe cgium eſt. 

przyſe God, and men arethe cuening ſtarres, taſhioned by the hand of God Tob. x. 

witi the ſame beauty in proportion ro doe the ſame office, And S. Ambroſe Chryſoſt, in Ge- 

that Go: the Creatour, for ſingular teſtimony of loue , hath granted to man png ———— 
mg. , : . y gnitas 

the ſame graceful haviliments with which he himſelte is garniſhed,al which quam jicdem homin# 

are nothing but beauty.Behold whether this be not highly to rayſe the merir veſtions indui, quibus 

of beaury ? 1 aide hereunto alſo two conſiderations very pertinent, which owns, ung 

Faumins hath inliciouſly obſerued in the booke he compoſed of the excel- —_ nate of 

lency of man, lt is,that the Crearour, who hath giuen beauty to man 1n pro- qr; F 

portion, hath by the ſame meane impreſled in his hart alouec {otender, that Ambro.li.dedignt, 

eucry wel vnderſtanding man would rather deſire to be reduced to nothing ——— 

( an cſtate, which ſome haue lefle accounted of then rhat of che damned ) — 

then to be tranſlated according tothe imaginations of Pyrhagoras , into the ,,;njs. 

forme and figure of ſome vgly and monſtruous beaſt, The other reaſon is, Excellent obſerua- 

that the wiſeit Nations ( as he obſerueth) dereſting the beaſtlyneſle of thoſe, t1ons of Fauorinys, 

who haue clothed thediuiuity inſhapes of beaſts, haue made exprefle decrees 

forbidding al painters, grauers, and image-makers to repreſent God inany 

other figure then of man. And the reaſon they giue is very admirable : for 

you would ſay if youheard them, they had already ſome knowledge of this 

great alliance which ſhould be made between thediuine and humane nature, _ 

when they {aid that God was not 4 louer of horſes or birds, but a irue louer of men, and Nat RT 

that, he was much pleaſed to be conuerſant with thoſe who were moſt vertuous and capable , a Bo 

of bis preſence, Ponder with your ſclfe, whether this beauty ( which God from ToaZeprgorus 

the infancy ofthe world hath ſo carefully lodged in man ) ought not to be £74905 amy 

clteemed an important thing,and a ſtrong motiue to vertue? CO" 

For the ſecond reaſon | ſay, that God making vſe of it in good occaſions, it Beauty of inſtrus 
is an infallible marke he approueth the nature therof, for neuer doth he pur- ment of God, 
poſely make vſe of things -vniawful to make the greatneſſe of his counſels 
and workes ſucceed. Now it appeareth , that he oftentymes hath choſen 
beauty as an inſtrument of his wonders, a lightning-flaſh of his power, a 
bright torch of his victories, As when he purpoſed to ſtay the violent 
ſtreame of Holofernes armes, he could with an omniportent hand haue touched 
therockes, and made mentoruſh out inarmedequipage, yet not withſtan- 
ding without ſtretching his hand to any other miracle, he rayſed the beauty 
= of 2widow to triumph ouer the flouriſhing legions of the prime Monarch 
© . o'theworld, and himſelfeadded a certaine ayre,or gratious garb of attractiue Tad wn. © 

parts in ladith, to ſurpriſe this barbarous commander, drunke which loue pra 
and wine, in the ſnare of her eyes, He fought with the ſelfe ſame engine, with lem pulchrimudinems 
the ſame armes againſt the proud and inſolent aman; for when he was ready ampliauir vt incom- 
ro command the throats of infinit numbers to be cut, as ſheep marked for f4745l decore engmiis 
the ſlaughter, God ſet a frayle beauty before him which made him 9 perrn, 5. 
leap from the hight of fortunes wheel , to the ſtrangeſt calamity that 1 , 
may beimagined, and changing in an inſtant King 4ſſuerus from a Lion into "I 
alamb, confirmed the ſafety and liberty of her people. $5 K 

Would youhaue greater profes, of the eſtimation, which God maketh of - 
beauty wedded to vertue, then his affording it ſo glorious triumphes? Hath 
not the Sonne of God conſecrated the ſame in his owne moſt ilaſtrious * 

C 11} Perſon, 


' Exod. 38. s. 


Power of beauty, 
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Perſon , and in that of his moſt holy Mother/, whom ancient traditiong | 


(ioyned with the interpretations of the Fathers vpon the texts of Scriprure) 
ſhew to haue been endowed with an admirable grace and ſingular beauty, 


ar = PO* che yokeof the Ghoſpel ? l amnot ignorant, that Clemens Alexaudrinus thought 
wor Te 54 — Our Sauiour was willing purpoſely to depriue himſelfe of corporal beauty, 
94 yortre. as from the pofleſſion of riches, ſearching out inal things the greateſt lowli. 


Errour of Clemens nefſe; but inthis propolition he hath grounded himſelte vpon a paſſage of 


= —* the Prophet Eſay , which deſcribing the Sauiour of the world in the day of his 


Pidimus eum,e> non Paſſion ſayth : We baue ſeen him, and he had neuber fauour nor beauty. This tounda- i 


tion is ruinous, and this Authour doth no otherwiſe, then asa painter , who 
to repreſent the Moon in her proper nature , ſhould delineate her in her 
eclypſe. Other Authouts, groundedon this paſſage of the Plaline, 44. ſpecioſus 
forma pre filus bominum, aflure vs our Sauiour expreſlely ſelected tor himfelte 
Niceph. 11.1. c. 49, an excellent beauty of body and a ſupreme grace of ſpeach.Nicephorus relateth 
1+ a cerraine lincaments of his ſtature,colour, and proportion of his body, which 
; he drew our of antiquity in al parts louely and ſpecious, And Saint Epiphanius 
ſpeaking of the beauty of the Bleſſed Virgin , ſayth ſhe was Mateſty ir-ſelte, 
Iudge, and behold , ſince God ( voluntarily deſpo, ling himfelfe of honours, 
riches and greatneſſe of the world , to giue vs an example of humility zwould 
notwithſtanding ſanity beauty in himſelfe and his Mother , what value 
you oughr to ſet vpon this heauenly guitt, and whether it be lawful for you 
to prophane it. Moreouer 1 afhirme,that the Creatour hath not only cheriſhed 
Ferit labrum eneum beauty , but hath likewiſe held in account the inſtruments employed to the 
cum bafi ſua de ſpe ſeruice thereof. It is a wonder that in Exodus he commanded Moyſes to make 
cults mutierwn, fe 1braſenbaſon with a foot to beare it, for the Prieſts to waſh in,%& to furniſh & 
excub.ihant ante , . : . 
oflinm Tabernacli, AJOTNC it with looking-glaſſes, who kept(as1t were)centine] before the gate 
of the Tabernacle: To what purpoſe was itto taſtentheſe mirrours ina holy 
Mirrour for wome, place, to this ſacred veſſcl ? Theedoret, Saint Cyril, and Procopius obſcrue , that 
T—_— +—pogj the AEgyptians went, to the ſacrifices of Ifis, clothed with a linnen gar. 
wag 5A : 7. ment, holding a ſcepter in owne hand, and a looking - glaſſe inthe other, and 
pititu, & . 6 . 
veritate, li. 9. that the Hebrew women afterward appeared in the deſertin the ſame manner, 
Procopius inexod. But God , who would ſhew the ſpoyles of AEgype were reſerucd tor his great- 
neſſe}, cauſed them to lay aſide theſe mirrours, to conſecrate the vſe of them 
in his owne Tabernacle, The Hebrew Interpreters yeald another reaſon, to 
wit, that the Iſraelites ſeeing themſelues to languiſh in AEgype 1n the tetters of a 


erat aſpectiss, 


painful bondage, had reſolued to abſtayne from the a& of marriage, that they | 


might get no childrento inheritthcir miſery. But God, who intended ano- 
ther web diffcrent from that which the rhoughts ot men woue , ſtirred the 
women, whotricked and adorned themſelues ſo wel with theſe AEygptian 


looking-glaſles,thatthey enkinaled the chaſt loues of their husbands, buried | 
vnderthe aſhes of their ſeruitude, to produce a poſterity by help wherof. 
the Nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. And this ation of the women ſo ** 
pleaſed Almighty God, that he atterward cauſed theſe mirroursto be placed 
In his Tabernacle, which they had vied to gracethat beauty, which had been # 
the cauſe of ſo much good. lt then being ſo, ſee you not God hath made him- # 


ſclfea fauourer,and a protectour of corporal beauty; whothen dare to con- 
demne it? 


harts, is not a thing dew to humane forces, to the end that nature become 
not ambitiouſly proud; itis God who(as it were) imprinteth with his finger 
vpon the forcheads of men, and eſpecially of great-ones,the beames of grace 
and maieſty tomake them morereucrenced of the people, which he doth to 
excellent purpoſe ; but the creature finiſterly abuſerth the guitrs of the 
Creatour, 

Maximus 


to ſerue euen as an adamant to captiuate harts,and ſweetly range them vnder | 


Inthe third place I adde this command which beauty exerciſeth ouer # 
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Maximus Tyrius ſayth , thata fayre foulc in a fayre body iSas ariuet , tha 
windingly cre.peth with many wauy turnings within the enamel of a 
beautiful meadow , and rauisheth the whole world with the admiration of Y f Conſty 

M cauty © 
it's excellency. A braue Oratour ina Panegyrike he made of Conſtantine, 
who was one of the goodlyeſt Princes of the earth,ſayththat nature was ſent 
of God as a gallant Harbinger, to copoſe a body for him ſuteable to his great,, | ::.,, vidensy 
ſpirit, as a.ttately houſe for a beauritul Lady in it; and that only this exte- , ;,iranwr &+ di- 
riour forme made him to be beloued and eſteemed of al the world, no lefle tgunt, ſequantar 
then a God Ceſcended from heauen. Which is alſo much more admirable in ——_— — . 
the other ſexe. Ho.v many Monarchs, after they had with horrour terrified Re — ; 
the worl41, haue been ſecn, to become tributaries to a mottal beauty, cap- forma oft quam cert 
tiucs to their laues;and how many to buy out their bondage , haue yealded qjuiniczs, 
at the feet of filly women, to doe ſ{cruices, and commit tollies vnworthy to 
beremembred on paper? Berſabee was neither a Lion, a Goliath, nor a Saul, yet 
notwithſtanding with a glance of an eye ſhe powertully quelled him who 
tore Lions,trampled Golath vnder-feet, and reſiſted al the armes , power, and 
legions of Saul. The Phitftmes found nor cords ſtrong enough to bind ro- 
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antinc, 


| buſtious Sampſon in; yet Dalila quickly captiued and faſt tryed him with 


one hayre of her head. Salomon had a hart as deep as the ſea, yet women 

found the bottoine of it, It is a wonder what Pirh.gorical tranſanimarions 

this beauty of body maketh, which cauſcth it to be acknowledged and 

eſteemed cuerywhere a true tyranny withoutan executioner , as Corneades Carneades apud 
callcth it. Doubtleſſe the impoſtures, the ſiniſter intentions, the vnchaſt Lactanruwn, 
loues, the abuſes, which are aſhxed to beauty proceed from the ſleights of 

Sathan, and depraued wil of man : but the luſtre and commanding power 


| therof is the real guift of God, which operateth thatYn humane bodyes which 


thc Sun doth in the clouds, to forme a rainbow in the heauens. ”y 
Ladyes, thinke heeron ; youro whome God hath imparted this grace, Abuſeof damnabio 

this delicate compoſitionot body,whether it be not a grear motiue to you, ?**Y* 

toſcruc him wel, and toimploy it wholly tohis glory? You ſhal be accoun- 

table for your beauty at the judgement day cuen to theleaſt hayre of your 

head, If you harbour an il hoſtefſe inthis goodly manſion, which God hath 

builded for his ſeruice,a wicked ſoule , au vnchaſt ſoule; if you make glo- 

rious vants of borrowed coyne , of a fading flower , the ſpoyle whereof 

tyme, age, ſickneſſe, and death wil diuide between them, it you diſplay a 

ſcandalous nakednefle, to kindle the fewel of luſtful afe&ion 3 if you ſeeke 

the courtſhip and vnlawful loue of men witha guift which is not yours ; if 

you ſo often conſult with your looking-glaſſes , and take ſo much paine 

gaudily to dreſſe and attyre y our ſelues for a meer vanity , which youturne 

into an abſolute profeſſion, you ſhal be the markes of the wrath , and ven- 

geance of God, This great Iuſticier , wil ſuffer this maledi&tion pronounced 

by the Prophets to fal vpon you , That your carcaſſes ſhal one day be drawne Firiene off a de fepuls 

out of their tombs, ſhal be ſhewed ro the eyes of heauen and to the rayes of chris, &+ exp:ndens 


” - the Sun; and it ſhal be ſaid : Behold the bones of them who heretofore haue ©44/olem. 
been bo 


boaſted the frayle beauty of alittle white skin ſpred oucr theſe corrupt an- TLSESs "th 


puritics ! Wormes and ſerpents now triumph thereon, as ina towne taken 
by force, thebodyes arc a prey of putritation, andthe ſoules haue hel for 
their tomb, 
O whata Cataſtrophe is this? Preſerne your beauty for Gqd, men loue it 
as the hunters the fleſh ofthe bore, but God cheriſhcth it, as his Temple, 
Handle the matter ſo, that al the extent of it'sreputatio & power thereof may 
be limitted to the ſeruice of it's Creatour.1t ſhal haue commad ſufficient, if it 
obey him that created it, A good Authour relateth, that'a ſtrong tewne be- Lud, Viues; 
bauſhed, was heretofore retormed by the beauty of women , who ſeriouſly 
addicting 
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addicing theſclues to vertue, neuer beheld any of al thoſe with a good wil, | 
who required them by the way of lawful marriage, that had not firſt ranged 
themſclues inthe liſts of deuotion and piety.This was an effeQtual meanes tg 
extirpate vice, and gloriouſly aduance the ſtandard of perfection; in ſuch 
ſort, that in ſhort tyme the face of the Citry was ſcen to be changed. Prac. Þ 
tiſe the ſame, and God wil blefle your beauties when they ſhal offer al their # 
homage to his Altars. Fa 
\ 


WFGTY — Py 
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VI REASOWM 
Drawne from the beauty of the ſoul, 


HE beauty of the body compared to that of the 
IJ ſoulc, is but as a candle in compariſon of the Sun, 
Al the greatneſſe, Empire, and ſ1gnorie of man,doth 
only flow from the excellencie of the foulc,as a ſtrea- 
ming brooke from the fountaine head. If the bod 
be a faire ſhel, the ſoule is the pearle, It the body be 
the lanterne , the ſoule is the light, If the body ( as 
$. Ambroſe ſayth)be the triumphatchariot of thepeace- 
| g—_ able Salomon , the ſoule is the Queen, which litteth 
thereonto guide an4 gouerne it, It the body be asthe green moſle of ſome 
ſea-neighbouringrocke, the ſoule is the diamant, which within hideth it's 
luſtre.lIt is the wel-bcloifed of God, which is fallen from his month into this 
mortal priſon; it is that which aduantageouſly is marked with his ſtamp 
and image, itis thar which beareth the rayes and extcriour lineaments of 
The foule clothed this great Maieſty ; it is that on which the Creatour hath diſtended his royal 
withthe royal pur- purple,as is ſaid in the Prophet Exechiel : Andthis royal garment 1s no other, 
ple of God. _ thena collection of al the perfe&tions of creatures , contracted in the ſoule 
Ezech.15,E xpandi ws i hoc f fam 
am mem ſuper Of man , a5 the figure of the world would be in the circumterence of aring, 
re, * Andas heretofore Aaron the high Pricit of the old law, bare vpon his robe the 
whole world embrodered and heightned in Gold-{miths worke : inthe ſame 
manner our ſoule bearcth in it's liveries al created cexcellencics, which are 
moſt liucly repreſentations of the perfe&ion of the Creatour, The 70. Inter- 
preters in the forealleadged place of the atryre of the ſoule, called it by the 
TENT), word Teix«nTw, which is very obſcure; our tranſlation ſoundethit , a thin 
LR and lender garment; indi re ſubtthbus : Origen deriueth it from the Greek 
WI til Aug.Solil,o. - word is which ſignificth hayre, as it were ſaying; that this habit of the 
LG | ſoule, is an attyrc,wouen with molt fyne hayre,and ſo ſubtile that the moſt | 
LID! What the foule 15. grong and ſharpned ſights cannor penetrate the contexture. Faith teacheth # 
Wil vs,itis a {ubſtance,which is not ſubſtance ofelements,nor ſubſtance of God, # 
ll but a ſubſtance created of nothing by the Word of God, reaſonable, intel. | 
Wk ieftual , ſpiritual , alwayes a&tiue, alwayes liuely, ſo capable that nothing, | 
| 4h; | | Sicreditimmorealiceſt but God can repleniſh it, He that wil know more then the eternal Wiſ- 
i T _ nn 0 dome hath reuealed , and wil not belicue it immortal for his glory, 
«1 rat: ſhal feel it imgmortal by the etcrnity of puniſhments , ſaith $S, Au- 


penam Id,de Symb, | . 
ad Catechume.u.z, guſtme. It is ngt my preſent purpole to ſpeake cither of the excellency 


Excellencies of the 
ſoule remarkcable, 
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Ld 


Will C. 3 or immortality of the ſoule, hauing foundamentally treated theſe queſ- Mt © 
ILY tions in other diſcourſes : I only ſpeake of this part of the ſoule , which 8 © 
WAA Spirit, wherefore? we commonly cal the ſpirit. It is vadoubtedly true , that al men hzu: M ** 

one ſoule .of the ſame kind , but very different in their tun&ions , and Þ , 


qualities. In ſome this their ſoule ſlceperh perpetually in fleſh and £ 
fat , and abideth as a ſword beſet and garniſhed with Diamoncs, 
always 
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alwayes ſheathed in a ſcabardof ftrow and morter, without 4 ſtroke ſtriking, 
al wecan doe, is to find ſome ſparkling glimmers of common ſenſe , and 
reaſon therin.In others this ſoule glittereth aud twinkleth from it's moſt 


 renderyearcs, afterward it penetrateth the clouds, and diueth into bor- 


tomleſie abyfles with great promptneſſe, feruour , and viuacity; 'and 
that is called the ſpirit, which ordinarily we behold in great and noble 
men, excellently wel therevnto diſpoſed: for they are for the moſt part 
docible, intelligent, capable; from whence I draw a great motiue of the 
obligation they haue inthis poynt ſeriouſly to diſpoſe themſclues to vertue, 

Conſtantine the Great heretotore made a law,by which he torbad to adorne E2W po. Canes | 
the Country tothe prejudice of the Citty : If any body after the publication of this 710 -v® aſt, [.8. 
law, be found ro tranſport the ornaments of Cittyes, to wit , Marbles , and Columnes, $; guis poſt logeme he 
ro Country-dwellmgs , let hm be deprixed of the poſſeſſion thereof, Ou alas ! Our cinitate ſpliatd, erner, 
ſoule is the Citty of God, garniſhed with ſo many tayre embelliſhments, !m,hec eft marmore,.... 
titles, tropheys , ſo many triumphant arches, ſo many graces ! Yet notwith- - 
ſtanding , o Noble men, it often happineth you torſake the Citty ro - peſiftenrqmen ig 
build in the Countrey, to [caue your ſoules barren, languiſhing, bare, and omnaweri, | 
naked, whilſt you in the meane tyme ſtretch al your ſfinewes, al your vey. 
nes to the decking, and eaſetul commodities of the body. You deſerue 
to bedepriued of your poſſeſhons, and inheritance , lince you manure it ſo 
carleſly. | 

I wil onely propoſe two or three reaſons, to demonſtrare how vnwor-. Abufe of ſpirit he 
thy a thing it1s to apply a noble fpirir totrifles, and ſottiſh toyes, which repreheaſfible iris, 
eaſily may be proucd, but not ſufficiently commiſerated, Firſt it can not 
be denyed but-that euery thing, which exceedeth the limits of it's 
owne nature, thereby becommeth very irrgular : we ſee al the elements, 
plants, beaſts , and al creatures of the world,doe conſtantly hold the ranck, 
which God the Crearour appointed them, The fre alwayes retaincth it's 
heat ; the water though it be boyled on burning coles, returneth to it's na- 
tural coldneſſe : hony aſſumeth not the nature of wormewood , the Lion 
playeth not the Ape, nor doth the Eagle become an Oftrich, ro tratle her 
wings on the ground, Now the nature of the ſpirit, how much the more 
noble, andelate it is, ſo muchthe more it ought to transferre it-ſelte to the 
conſideration of things diuine, to wit, from whence 1t commeth, whither it | 
gocth, what within it-ſclfe it a&teth, This is ( ſaith the Oracle of Roman Phi- Senec, praf. 1.x, 
lolophy ) an infallible marke of 4 diume ſpirit , when it pleaſethzt-ſelfe ta diſcourſe of vatur, queſt. 
things dtuine , and 1s entertayned mn theſe contemplations, as with her famuliar and peculiar = C_— 
afajres, Tudge then what indigniry it is, to bury this vigour and light of ;y,,, 4.4 deleflae, 
the ſpirit, which God ſo freely hath communicated to you, in friuolous nec ve alienis inzereſt 
employments and petty fopperies, which diſcolour the luſtre and honour /ed ve ſuis. ; 
of your name, What a ſhame is it to ſay this ſoucraigne hand hath moulded 
manto be the King of creatures, and he betraying his nature , maketh him- 
ſelfe the Comedian the mimike ſtage-player of al creatures, acting al ſorts 
of perſonages but the good, and that which it's owne excellcncy is obli- 
gecd vnto, Which verily is the ſame the great Tertullan deplored : Man is the Tui. 4c ſpe 
worke, and image of God, who bauing apoſtatized from his Creatour as wel in mind as c,z, 
body, maketh bimſclſe an Attour of al the euil perſonages in the great Comedie of the wor!d, Homo omnium flagj- 
Yet that ſeemeth more tollerable in perſons who are not eminent, either 9% «Hor non ran= 
10 iudgement , learning,or ſpirit; but great-ones, whome God hath crea. wn —_— 
ted aduantageouſly to tranſcend al others, and who ſhould liue and con- wen corpere,&+ ſpixiea 
ucrſe amongſt men like Angels, toplay rhe hogges and Monkeys, abaſing « ſuo deſcinis inflitus 
themſclues to 1 know not what kind of childiſhneſle of ſpirit, and to a #7 


Man a Stage-playeg 


of the world, 


£ life corrupted with the curious delights, and voluptuouſneſle of the body; 
4 & conſider ( 1 pray ) whether this be not athing as vnreaſonable in it's owne 
2 naturc, as proigious inthe effects, 


Secondly, 


24 THE HOLY COVRT. Lihi.n. 


Secondly , it is to doe a great wrong to ones ſelfe, to liue inſuch faſhion, 
yea it is a meere frenzy whichis not made probable to any man, bur by the 
multitude of mad men. Sce you not very wel,that to employ ſome rich and 
precious inſtrument to a baſe and ſordid vie,is an a&t ofa man who hath loſt 

A great indignity hjs wits 2 If you ſee a great Monarch imploy his purple robeto {topanouen 
"_ the abuſe ofthe ith, and his ſcepter to ſhake hay, you would cry out vpon it : and yet the Þ 
{ a ſoule which God hath giucn you, incomparably more precious then the # 
purple and ſcepter of Kings , you ſuffer to wallow in thefilthes of fleſh, you | 
apply it to perpetual idle diſcourſes, to vanities, quarrels, and reuenges. 1g 3 
not this wholy to abuſe the guifrs of almighty God ? It is ſaid, Nero tooke | 
delight to dig the carth with a golden ſpade, and when there was queſtion 
Ms auto about cutting the Iſthmus of Corinth ( a geſigne which long tyme troubled | 
ST S his braine ) he wentthither, led on with muſical violines, holding in his 
hand the golden ſpade , with which he began in the fight of the whole worlq 
to breake the ground; a matter which ſeemed ridiculous to the wiſeſt liuin 
in that Age.For my owne part 1 find it more ſtrage, that a noble ſpirit ſhould 
amuſe it-ſelfe in things friuolous and impertinegt.For, to dig the carth with 
gold, was to bring back gold to it's ſource, ſince it firſt ſprang from the en. 
trayles of the earth : but for aheauenly ſpirit todelue in ordures, ſtenches, 
and dunghils, this is it which is wholy inexcuſable, eſpecially in the No. 


Folly of Nero, 


bility. 
Sacriledge of faire Jnthe third place , I ſay thar ſuch manner of proceeding is manifeſt ſacri. 
: ow ledge, for two reaſons : the firſt is, it retayneth wickedly, and traiterouſly a 


eAvg.Ep.adLucemis, ©10g lacred, for a prophane vie. 8. Auſtine in an Epiſtle that he wrote , to 
Licentius,a yong man of anoble ſpirit,which a little too looſely he abuſed in} 
Sicalicem aweumin- the vanities of the world, prefſeth this argument in theſe termes : If by chance 
veniſſes in terra,d:. Jou had ſounda golden Chalice ta the ſtreets , you would take it from the ground, and giue it 
« po _—_ RR , fo the Church, otherwiſe it would be a ſacriiedge. God hath giuen you a ſoule al of gold, ſo 
ingenium fois "<p excellent it is, ſo delicately purified; and you vſe it as an inſtrument of ſenſuality , and make 
aureum,& miniſtras of it a veſſel of abominatthn , wherein you preſent your ſoule to Sathan as a ſacrifice, Fears 
CET, Ein Jou not the anger of God? | | 
Sinſcns, Hropinas The other reaſon is , younot only with-hold a veſſel conſecrated to the 
ſeruice of the Omnipotent, but you attempt vpon the Image of God him. 
ſelte. This fayre ſpirit, which he hath giuen you, as the flower and quinteſ- 
ſence of your ſoule,is atrue character of the diuinity,and you haſtcnto prof. 
Images of Empe- titute it to publike infections. Remember [ pray It hath heretoforc been 
rourshow much re- held a capital crime, to cary the Emperours picture 1nto a place vndeccnt,or 
ucrenced, vncleanly ; and expreſly Paulus, 2 manof eminent quality, as one who had 
1" 3- beenPretour , was accuſed and proſecuted as criminal vnder Tiberius , fork 
Pl*% | thathetooke a chamber-potinto his had, having aring on his finger graued} 
# withthcEmperours forme. And ciyou thike it wil be lawful for you to cary # 
not a dead figure, but the l1uing Image of your heauenly father into the im-2Y 
purities, and pollutions, which your exorbitant paſſions extrude,as the ſcum-#7 
my froath of folly? 1s not the blame moſt formidable, which God by the ' 
Ezech.15.17, Mouth of the Prophet Exechiel pronounceth againſt an vngrateful ſoule, in 
Et talifti vaſe 4ecorf fp manner abandoning it-ſelfe ? Ingrateful and wicked as thow art , . thou then 
ne Gl; haſt dared to take awa 7 the moſt prenious veſſels framed of my gold and ſfiluer , to make! 
#ibi imagines maſculi- maſculine Idols , and ſo to ſatis fy thy fornications. Thou haſt cauſed my ole fo burne , and / 
nar, & fornicate es incenſe to ſmoke before their Altars, What ingratitude is like to this ? Alas, 
Fn cis; ey otewm men, rat Idols are dayly made of the gold & filuer of God, when ſo many brave 
- __ ©; ſpirits are imployed to figure chymera's and monſters in their owne ſenſual 
git "  wils > Whar oyle burneth, and incenſeſmoketh before the diuels Altar, 
when ſo many talents, ſo many perte&ions, are vnprofitably waſted in vice 
Abuse of an Idola- . 4 vanity ? Inthe meanetyme, the 70. Canon of the A poſtles excommuni-* 


$3 quis Chriflionus catcth thoſe, who only beare oyle to the Iewes Synagogue, orthe r—_ | 
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Temples. And in what account ſhal we hold the Chrittians, who make a 


ole twlerit ad Sacyil 
1 6 ; i . © © gentiilium, wel Syna- 
erperual ſacrifice of al the faculties of their ſoules , to the corrupt VICES yogam Iudeorum = 


and follies of the world? feſtis ipſorum diebur, 
Wiſe men atfirme, that biſide rhe fire which ſhal deuoure the bodyes, and 4: \weernas accen- 

ſoules of the damned for cuer, there is a hel of ſcience and conſcience CO ETIN 

which $hal particularly rorment thoſe who haue been endowed with a gene- apop, 0, = 

rous ſpirit , and hane il imployed it, When Adam opened his eyes to ſee his Hel of ſcience; 

nakednefle, his ſpirit and knowledge {crued him for a keen knifeto transfixe 

his ſoule, his ignorance 1n that kind was a great part of his felicity, What di. 

ſaſtrous miſery ſhal then befal thoſe vahappy ſpirirs of the damned, when 

they ſhal know their avilities, althe goodthings they might haue done,and 

al the il they haue done? Although al the flames and tortures ſhould ſurceaſe 

they would find their hel euen inthe eye of their owne knowledge, and in 

their owne vnderſtanding. Ns eye to 4m4an is more troubleſome then his owne, It is FOR 

that whuh the cloudy conſurence deſirech moſt to auoyd and can leaſt doe it ſayth Saint — FJ. 

Bernard ſpeaking of this eye. Ponder heeron ( o Noble men ) whether this »y,yus moleſtior 

motiue meriteth not to be ſeriouſly conlidered, Hel vomiteth vp braue ouins nine ſue, 

ſpirits, who atter they haue ſerued for inſtruments of vice, are now become 191 et «/petius queny 

the food of flames, Augment not the number, The knowledge of God, of **7/« conſeientia 

: . .*. ſuffugere magis velis 
ones ſelfe, and the ſtudy of vertue, isa fayre employment of a Noble ſpirit, i, poſein, y 
wherin man cannot be too {crioutly buſied nor more fruittully, ; 


. which would rather caſt ir-ſelfe into the gates of Hel with vadoubted lofle 0 


VIL REASON 


Proceeding from Courage. 


a F al theſe reaſons before alleadged, which ſerue as a ſpurreto 
> the Nobility ſcrionlly to imbrace pertection , I ſee not any 
E comparable to courage, which is a force of ſpirit conſiſting in 
g= two principal points,as Ariſtotle and Saint Thomas obſerue,to wit, 
=P to vndcrtake, and ſuffer great things with iudgement, and by 
the excitement of honeſty. This courage among al the excellencies of the Courage compas 
ſpirit is powerful, elate , ſtirring , and aſtonishing : and very wel Saintred to theriuer 
Ambroſe compareth it to the river Tygris, which among al ſtreames hath his FR. 6u by Saint 
current molt ſwift and violent, ſo as with an vnreſiſtable 1mpetuoſity he — "= 
combatteth and ſurmounteth al obſtacles oppoſed againſt him. Thus (ſayth,.,z, Genes >. 
he ) coufage flyeth through perils, breaketh thronghs , aud workes it-ſelfe a paſſage through N omen fluminis 

4 world of contrarieties, This courage is an Egle which contronterh ſtormes, atertii Tygris, Quodf 
Lionwhichoppoſcth al violences, a Diamond which neuer 1s broken,arock m_ —__ 
which ſcorneth wanes, an anuile which reſiſteth al the ſtrokes of the ham- {!" = _ go oY 
mer, It isa thing which with admiration rauiſheth heauen and earth, to be- carfur ejvs impedims. 
hold inthe flesh of afraylc and feeble man, a ſpirit to naake trial of al acci- torwm heres obſta. 


FYW . ; hich fur | difficulties, and ©. 
dents, which is amazed at nothing, which ſurmounteth al diikculties, a © Greatneſſe of 


cour 420 


Ariſtor. z. Ethi, 


23,4.12f, 


body , then into the leaſt ſuſpicion of remiſſneſſe. This ſtriketh the ſpirit 
with admiration , and be it cither in military actions or ciuil, courage 1s$ 
highly valcwed, though ſucceſſe alwayes anſiver not good entrepriſes; and 
enemies molt cruel are enforced to admire a valour and vigour of ſpirit,that 
neuer bowed vnder an cuil which it was not ableto vanquiſh, 
The hiſtory of Herodorus relateth , that one called Calimachus in the battaileHerogor,& Suid; 
of Marathon , being found by the Perſians ſtyck al ouer — ; 
| CUges 
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Death of Calli- hog , ſtanding boult vpright amongſt a heap of dead bodyes, as if he haq i 
machus, been vnderpropped by the counterpoyſe of the ſame arrowes, they were {a i 

aſtoniſhed with the dantleſle valour of this dead ma that they held him as im. 
Senec. de con-- mortal. Neuct did Seneca ſo demonſtratiuely shew the ſtrength of his elo. | 
Kantia ſapient. quence , as in prayſing the courage it Caro. This man ( ſaith he ) hath nor 
| oppoſed, nor fought with ſauage beaſts; it is for hunters : He hath not pur. 


ſucd monſters with fire and ſword, he liued notinan Age in which it was Mi 
_-belicued that a man ſupported heauen with his ſhoulders, Behold why he wag 


A notable praiſe not eſteemed as a Hercules nor as an atlas, who notwithſtanding fought with # 
of ſtrength of preater monſters then Hercules, He caried another manner of burden then 
"Oe did the fabulous Arlas. He alone combartred againſt ambition ( a monſter of 

many heads ) againſt the vices of a degenerate Citty , and which daily like 

an old houſe was ſinking with the exceſle of waight, This incomparable 
Stetit ſolur, © ca- man ſupported the Roman Common-wealth, as long as he could; yea cuen 
1 + ©.7:00ng when it tcl into the abyiſc of a thouſand lamentable contuſions , he yet held 
retrahi many poterar IT VP with a hand prompt, alwayes vpon the brinke of the precipice; and 
rezimuit : donec vel not being able longer to vnderprop it oner-borne as he was by the violence if 
abrerius ,velab- gf mischeits,he choſe his tomb in the ſepulcher of his Country, What great. 
2 1-5 neſſe, whar Maieſty ! Vndoubtedly courage hath ſo much luttre and glitter, 
" % that obftinacy it-ſelte , which isa vice 1n al things els very harsh and rude, 
A ſingular com- bcing clothed with the mantle of courage finderh much repuration amongſt | 
mendation of men, Now this generoſity of which we ſpeake, is a taythtul and an inſepa, | 
* an rable companion of true Nobility. Al great men ordinarily haue a courage |} 


A lance grauen Very high, and euen as certaine braue Lacedemonians were borne from their ® 


on the skin, mothers womb with a lance pourtrayed and characterized vpon their $skin; 
Dion, Chryſoſt, ſo al Noble men ſecme to bring magnanimity into the world trom the day 
Ofat. 4: of their birth. This might be a maruaylous motiue tolead them ina ſtrayghe 

and dircc line to great and valiant actions, were 1t notthat the cuil ſpirit 


inſtantly ſpreadeth a filme ouer their eyes, and makes them tcele impreſſions 
of mecr fluggiſhneſſe, vnderthe falſe veile of courage. 

Tivo things, o Noble men,wil make you exactly accountable before the 
juſtice of God, The firſt to abuſe this guitt of caurage with vanity ; the ſe- 
cond to defile it with cruelty.The one ſauours of childishneſſe, the other of 

Beſeneſſe of coun- barbariſme. What can one imagin more weak and childiſh , thento haue re- 
E; _ tame ceaued a-courage from God, capable to conquer heauey, and toimploy itin | 
R petty fopperics, wherinthe thoughts better part, and the daye's actions are 

waſted ,tocourta Lady, to gurmandize a banquet, nicely to quarrel ypon 

the interpretation ofa word, to ſuck vp wind, to fced a fond curioſity with 

others affaires, to buy plumes of feathers, to cenſure mens apparcl, to dreſſe 

himſclfe vp for dancing, to play at dice, to hold aracket in atcnnis-court, to 

play the Buffo in a tcalt, to vtter aſecret,to forge acaluny,tocnuy one grearcr 

then himſelfe, to deſpiſc equals , to batfie interiours, and a thouſand other 

ſuch like exerciſes which are the ruſt and moth of the ſpirit, Behold into 

what theſe braue courages, which ſhould plant the flower deluces in the Eaſt 

are diſſolued. Is not this a ſhame? Is any thing more puniſhable, then ſo to 

Alupiter painting abuſe the guifts of God ?Isit not a goodly thing to bchold in Poets a lupiter 
oats on the who hath forſaken his fiery charior and winged horſcs, letting al goe ar | 
clouds whatit randome , in the meane tyme tro buſy himſclte in painting vÞon the 
fignihes, _ cloudes ſometimes Goates , Apes , and Centaures ? Behold whar great 
Philoſtr, 1m men doe, when forſaking the duty of their charges and the obligation K 
Appollon, 1, 21, . ; —— og Wm, . -a—_— 
@ jt of their profeſſions, they vilify themſclues in inferiour ations, beſtowing 
by therin a great part of their tyme,and( as it were) their whole ſpirit. . 

Vanity wouldalſo be more tollerable , were 1t nor that it changeth into 
cruelty , which is apparent in the beaſtly quarels and bloudy ducls, that 
transforme the nature of men into a brutiſhn eſſe abſolutely ſauage and 

| tyrannous, 
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oy 


ſee it-ſelfe imployed to ſuch a vic , to behold it-ſelfe sharpned, by the 
hands of men, to cut and tranfixe men : differences muſt be determined 
with the loſle of lyfe. Theſe miſerable creatures ſometymes: for the 


* interpretation of a word , ſometyme through promptneſſe of ſpirir, 


rouoke one another to ſingle combat, they ſend a letter of challenge, 


1e was 4 the place of mecting is appointed , they chooſe God-fathers , as if they 


twith 
then | 


would make a baptiſine with a ſacrifice of furies, they procure Seconds, 
who wel ſee that to goe vpon cold-bloud to hazard their liues in an 
vnhappy combat , againft a man that neuer had, offended nor knowne 


| them , is a ſublimity of folly ; notwithſtanding on they goe- tyranni- 


cally lead along by the lawes of vayne honqur., which hath no other 
foundation but the ſottish brainſick folly of, men.Al of them haue for the 
moſt part more outward ſhew then. malice , their harts tremble with 


{ cold fcarc in the conſideration of the peril to which they expoſe them- 
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ſclues , yer rhcir lips leaue not to ſound vainglorious brauadoves, They 
ſcek out {olitary places like Sorcercrs, and ſometymes they goe by moon-. 


| ſhinc to act this hateful outrage, not ſceing at al, that God. beholderh 
them, with as many cycs of vengeance as the firmament, hath ſtarres. At Reaſons; 


the end of al this, they thinke'to doe an a& tulof courage aud moſt He- 
roike and manly. What ſhal we ſay heer ? that this paſſion is a rage more 
then brutiſh , which hath for inheritance the death of the body, the eternal 


their & andirrecouerable loſſe of the ſoule,the incuitable anger of God,the indigna« 
ah & tion of Kings,the thunder of lawes,the execrartion of. the iuſt,the maledi&tion, 
b 


of heauen and earth 2 No, this is nor it which now intend to ſpeake, For 
ſeeing I treat of generoſity which obligeth the Nobility firſt to Almighty 
God who giucth it , ſecondly to vertuewhich ſeeketh it as a molt neceſlary 
inſtrument , I muſt ſhew thar inthis action of duels pretended to be al 
courage, there is nothing leſſe then courage in it, And although they were 
not lyable to the vengeance of God for being infringers of lawes both diuine 
and humane by this deteſtable manner of proceeding,yet they would beeuecr 
greatly culpable, toblaſt and defile with this abie& humour and remiſſe 
ſpirit, the guift of courage which is particulerly granted to them out of the 
treaſury of heauen. 

I know not what falſe ſpeRacles are clapt ouer the eyes of the Nobility 
by the ſpirit of lyes , forged in the ſhop of hel, which oftentymes make 
them to take glaſſe for Diamond, anda keſtrel for a faulcon, Yes, verily, you 
haue a certeyne bird inthe myſtcrie of faulconry, called the hoby., which 
coupleth with the race of faulcons, goſhawkes, and ſparhawkes : Yea this 
wretched bird doth zlſo mixe with the ſaker, and. lanaret, ſhe flyeth after 
the faulconers, and houering ouer the feild, if the dogges ſpring ſome little 


E bird ſhe ſowcethvpon it, makeing boalts ouer this feeble creature , ſeeing 


oc at | 


2 the 
oreat 


ation 
wing | 


| into 
that XZ 
and 


10Us, 


bd 


ſhe hath neither hart nor reſolution to grapple with the great ones. luſtly 
heerin behold the model of a Gallant who maketh proteſſion to preſenc 
the letter of chalendge to cal others ro duel : he hath degenerated from 
true Nobility and real courage , which is produced in goodly and - 
great ations , vndertaken for the ſeruice of God and his King; he hath 
no longer left in him ought bur a little fierce rebellious ſpirit, to pecke 
at thoſe whome his owne temerity iudgeth more weake then himlſelfe, 


And ſhal then this man be taken for a man of courage 2 Q noble men, nyel isnot an a8 
ſee you not that true actions of courage arc too highand emynent tag of Courage, 


impart their worth and honour to lackeyes and horſe-boyes ? Now it 
1s ſo come to paſſe , that their is not any inferiour foot-man' nor petty 


grome of a {table, that wil not watch to take K6urnge BY ducl that wil 
| 2 nor 


rannous. We muſt draw iron out of the entrayles of theearth, to make it Againſt ducls, 


Keſtrels of 
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not endeanour to determine defferences by ſome k ind of ſingle combar. 
There is not any vayne braggard deſcended from ignoble plebeian parents, 
vnder the pretence that he caricth a pen in his eare, ( which peraduan- 
ture might be the ſword and lance that his father or grand father made 
boaſts of vpon a ſhread of parchemenr, to gaiue ſixpence a day) that ſtriucth 
not to haue a ſword of a good temper, to prouoke his aduerſary to ſingle | 
combat, and the more infamous he is, the more audaciouſly he turnisheth | 
himſelfe out for this entrepriſe , preſuppoſing that this 1s a true meanes | 
cloſely to couer his baſe condition, Anciently in the wiſeſt and moſt valo- | 
rous Kingdome of the world, thoſe whichengaged themſclues in theſe duels, 
were people gathered outof the dreggs and lees of men , ſlaues,vagabonds, | 
and loytering rogues, furnitures for a gibbet : then iudge you, if it be not a 
madneſle to ſay you deſire in al things to ſeparate your ſclues farre from 
the mnltirude, toenworthy and diſtinguish your Nobility,and yet in this 
one aQtionalone you leſſen and vilify your courageeuen tothe condition of 
the moſt cayrine and abhominable creatures of the earth, . 

Youwil ſay that is true, but aman cannot refuſe a duel when he is vrged. 
Why ? Becauſe ſhame and ignominy alwayes attend, ſay you,ontheſe de- 
nyals.Sec you not by this anſwer, you giue armes againſtYour ſclfe, & freely 
confeſſe that a duel is not an ation of courage ? For to lay apart the ordi- 
nances of the Church, take but the lawes of Ariſtotle, a wordly man as your 
ſelfe, and more then you, doth not he moſt pertinenrly demonſtrate in his 
Ethicks,that it is not an ation of valour,when a ſouldier is valiant, while his 
Captayne hath ſet the enemy on one. ſide, andariuer on the other, to inforce i 
him to fight ? or becauſe aSergiant of a band, is ready ro transfixe the raynes 
of his back with a halbard , ifhe retire? Vertue which 1s not vertue bur: 
for auoydance of diſhonour, is true puſillanimity vnder the veyle of falfe 
courage. I then demand of you , who more tyrannically aflaulesth a marr 
Either the Sergeant of ,aband who thruſteth aſword into his raynes, or the 
point of honour which poſſeſſeth his braynes? Withour al do. br you wil 
agree with me, that there is no tyranny comparable to that of this mad duel 
which is called point of honour. And in the meane ſpace becauſe ( for ſooth 
this goodly Sergiant of a band enforceth you, and beareth yon forward 
vpon the hips with the helue of a halbard, you muſt haſten to a duel , your 
muſt goe to precipitate your ſelfe into the throat of hel, wheras gtherwiſe: 
were itnot for the ſhame of the world you would not ſtirre a toor. Behold 
a braue act of courage. 

What then shal we anſwer to thoſe who prouoke you ? That which con- 
ſcience permitreth ,and Do&ours Barnes aduiſeth; that you ſeeke not dennes 
nor cauernes, that you goe into euery place with your head erected, and if 
they ſhal be ſo temerarious as to aſſault you, they may find you vpon that 
defence whichthe law of nature permitteth. Behold a good anſwer for a 
DoQtour , but the world is not payd in ſuch coyne. Anſwer them as the wiſeſt 
among worldlings, Auguſtus Ceſar to Macke Anthony, who challenging him in | 
ſingle combar he cauſed inplayne termes to be fad vnto him, that when the 
diſpayre of the ſucceſſe of his affayres ſhould reduce him to the furious rage 
of hating his life, yet he would find out other wayes to dye much more 
honeſt, then by this butcherly frenzey. Tea but thisis an anſwer of a coward. This 
coward in the meanetyme eſtabliſhed the prime Empire of the world, ſtrug- 
gling by ſtrengh of arme againſta torrent both of armes and opinions which 
hindred his paſſage,conſtrayning the whole world to yeald obedience to his 
valour ; and he that chalenged him with al his magnanimity and courage, 
dyedinthe armes of awoman; rage and effeminacy ſharing the reſt of his 
life, as welas the triumph of his death. Behold you not a goodly courage? 

Þowſoevcr the matter ſtands in refuſing a duel , the dishohonour of the world cannot be 
; eſchewed. 
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eſchewed What is this world?A maſſe of mad men.If you hauc ſworne to pleaſe 
chem by ſacrificing your bloud, your life , with the damnation of your 
ſoule, are you not then the moſt miſerable ſlaue that cuer was fettered inthe 
giues of a tigorours ſcruitude ?Are you not a ſoule prodigiouſly ſeruile, ſo 
farre off are you from hauing one ſole point of courage ? We che muſt goe oun 
of the world ? Leaue it ,if youcannor liue w_— the damnation of your ſoule; 
be gone, breake the chaynes immediately. Bat I am too much bound,1t is fit the goa? 
brouſe where he 15 fafined, What counſaile ſhal one giue you? You can neither 
goe nor ſtay, Reſolue then to line inthe world, trampling vnder your feet 
the opinion of the world, ſubiecing the lawes of the earth to the Empire of 


heauen, and then feare not but you ſhal haue courage enough, 


— —— — 


VIIL REASON, 


Proceeding from education. 


CF a Ne of the greateſt benefits which man can receaue at God's 
ZASANY hands, is the fauourable bleſſing of good education, It 15s 1t 
56 Q E which poliſheth and purifieth nature, as one would doe a pre- 
WIB/S tious ſtone wholly detiled with earth and filthy ordure ; it is it 
which maketh men become Angels and without. it the good- 
lieſt and beſt natures would perpetually dwel in brutiſhaeſſe, The Hiſtory © 
Germany telleth vs, that heretotore a child was taken inthe foreſts, which 
was preſented ro Hemy Lantgraue of Haſiig. From foure  yeares old he had 
been bred among wolucs, the wolues taught himto goe on foure feet as 4 
brute beaſt , he went a forraging with the wolues , he deuided the prey with 
the wolues, he ſlept amongſt the wolues to be the more warme,to conclude 
he wholly became wolfe, When he came to be made tractable and rame, 
they were enforced to tye his hands to ſtaues to teach him to goeas men 
doe, yetdid he break al toreturneto the condition of a wolfe; ſo powerful 
is the force and tyranny of education. Another ſucking the wilke ofaſowe 
rooke a ſingular pleaſure to wallow inthe dirt; and lambes nourished with 
goates milke retayne the roughneſle of haire, 
Hereupon iudge, o you Noble men, what obligation you haue tothe diuine 
Maieſty, and what motiue to tread the pathes of perfection, ſince ordinarily 
(asIintend here to proue ) you meet with al thoſe things, which may con- 


MEE 


duce to the happineſſe of good education, How many ſpiritsthinke you arc Defe& incduca- 
there inthe world, that for want of education remayne as Diamonds buried t19n. 


in adunghil, which if once you vnearth and free from ruſt and putrifaction, 


 wilſetthe ſunne before your eyes ? Behold an infant bleſſed with a beau- 


tiful body,a fayre ſpirit,but yet borne with ayoake on his neck,the yoake of 
pouerty and ſeruitude. The condition of his birth hath ſhut him ina cage, 
what meanes thenl pray hath he to worke wonders ? As ſaone as euer he be- 
gineth to open his eyes, he beholdeth himſelfe to be borne in a houſe hanged 
round about with cobwebs , he beholdeth his father and mother to groanc 
vnderthe burden ofa needy life, his brothers and ſiſters to roule the ſame 
ſtone,There is no queſtion made of ciuil education , inſtruction, or know- 
ledge; bread muſt be ſought for, ſo much ſollicitude muſt be had only to live 
as brute beaſts, thar no leiſure wil be found to think how to linelike a man: 
and admitit were thought on,thereare no books in this poore cottage, bur 
rotten worme-caten walles; no armes but rhe anuwiles of a ſhop orforge; no 
D 113 other 
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f A wolfe Child. 
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other muſike but their obſtreperous clatter , no other Maiſter but the ne. # 


ceſlity of learning nothing , no other leſſon but ignorance and miſery. Be. 


hold,ſeeing you might haue been reduced to this condition of lite what haye | 


you done to God before your being, to be that which youare? He hath not 
been content to giue you bloud, wealth, qualification, ſpirit and courage, bur 


alſo he alloweth you the happineſſe of good education which ſetteth and | 


compoſerth althe natural parts intoa fayre way. 


You demand of me, whether 1 iudge ſeriouſly the educarion of great-ones # 
and men of quality tobe ſuch? Iaihrme, atthe leaſt it hath al the poſſible 


meaues and oportunity ſo to be, in which conſiſteth the knot of the obliga. 
tion we ſcek for. . 


And without going further,1is it not an vncotrollable proofe which ſufficictly | 


declareth, that cuen the education of Court is worthy recommendation, to 
ſay that God feetking out a ſchoole for the greateſt ſtares-manthar euer was 
in the world, choſe no other place then the Court of aKing? You know whar 


Education of how eminent, how much beloued of Almighty 


Moyſcs at Court, 2 Man Moyſes was, how great, 


od,who cleGted him to be a codudt &Captayne of an hundred ſ1x thousad me | 


at armes,to giue him a regencie ouer the elements, and a power to repleniſh 


the foure quarters of the world with the greatneſſe of his prodigies, What ; 


did he to breed him, and frame him to ſo highand ſupereminent a condition, 
to ſo heroike vertues?Did he ſuffer him to be bred as other Hebrew children, 
in feare, in bondage, in pouerty which ouerwhelme the goodlieſt and beſt 
diſpoſitions, as ſoone as they begin toſet forward ? No, he brought him to 
theCourt of Pharao,he cauſed himto be nouriſhed in theexerciſes of Nobility, 


to ſwallow al the wiſdome of the AEgyptians, whothen were 1n reputation to 


Ator. 7.12. be the wiſeſt menin the world. This is it , which Saint Srephen ſaid inthe ates, 
Learning,and Eruditum omni ſapient 4 A Egypriorum. And Phile inthe booke he hath written of the | j 
Courtlyneiſe of life of Moyſes vnfolding to vs the hiſtory of his education ſaith he learned | 

Moyſes. | in theCourt of theKing of AEgypr Arithmerike, Geometry,muſick as wel con. # 

Philo de vita | ailkebbiloſooh tobe £ fa; e Lnhick 7 

Moyſcs, templatiue as pradike,philoſophy,and rhe lecrets ot HicrogliphiCks, 


But to ſhew Noble men how lawful it is tolearne Court cinilities and garbs 
without contraGting the vices,the ſame Moyſes who learned al lawfui ſciences 
from the AEgyptian Doctours, neuer would ſuck milke from nurſes of the 

Danicl and his 


at Court. 
Puteros in quibus 
nu'la efſer macula, 
decores forme ,eru- / E = : : 
ditos omni ſapientie, litcrature, to be afterwards preſented to the King wel inſtructed in al ſortcs 
cautos ſeirtia> & of (cicnces. | | | 
-* Bro ws From hence you may iudge that education of great men is a matter ful of 
E worth and recommendation, fince God who diſpoſeth al with ſo excellent 


colecs of an ouen; he cauſed them to be educated in the Court of King Nabu- 


oeconomy in fauour of the juſt, hath pleaſed to giue to his greateſt minions Y | 
Why men of qua- 20d fauourites the Courts of Kings for a ſchoole, Andinefte&t , we muſt io” 
lity arc beſt bred, auerre there is the beſt education, where the beſt tooles and inſtruments of # 


great a&ions are, and theſe are found in the houſes of perſonages of quality, 
Education of children is begun in the choylſe of nurſes. Poore people 
take ſuch as neceſſity permitteth , many tymes ſurcharged with imper- 
feions and diſproportions of narure, which make corruption creep into 
the child with rhe milke; the rich and thoſe of quality ele& them with 
al poſſible aduantage , which gold, credit,or authority can procure, This 
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ſame Nation, which might infuſe any bad influence vpon his manners. Go | 
companions bred held rhe very ſame courſe in the education of the Prophet Daniel, and of thoſe | 
three holy children,who plated the trophey of their faith among the burning | 
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chodoneſor, he cauſed themito learne the Chaldaike language, to be traynedin | 
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choyſe of nurſes is, of no ſmal importance. The Scripture obſerueth that F 


Glofſa Lyr.ain King Nabuchodonoſor hauing been from his infancy expoſed in a forreſt | 
Daniel. : x , 
Nabuchedonozor 30d nourriſhed by a wild goat contracted thereby brutiſh manners , ſo # 
nurced by a that degenerating into a vehement ſtupidity and moſt barbarous | 
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VIIL MOTIVE, EDVCATION. 


the life of bealts, among whome he had been bred, | 

The ſame happened in the perſon of the Emperour Caligula, ( a porten- 
rous prodigy of man ) who ſeemed to be borne tor no other purpoſe, but ro 
ſhew the world the miſhiete which a great power can perpetrate ina great 
brutiſhneſſe, It is held this corruption came to him neither trom father 
nor mother , who both were reputed the moſt honeſt and prudent in the 
Rymane Empire, But it is ſaid, that ( perhaps ) of purpole to make him 
one day martial, they gaue him a maſculine braue nurſe : For the was hairy 
on the face as man, ſhe drew along bow, ſhe ranat the ring, the curuetted 
a horſelike a rider , but in other kinds ſhe was miſchieuous and cruel, and 
made her little nurſe-child ſuperlatiuely inheritour of her vices, : 

[f then the goodnefle of nurſes be one of the principal fauours which 
bappeneth in education, who wil haue them it not Noble men? As ſoone 
as Ladyes and women of quality are ready to be brought in bed, efiery one 
vi] preſent thema nurſe, euery one wil offer one of their owne choyſe; 
there is not a vifitant nor ghoſlip that wil not roame from houſe ro houſe 
for this purpoſe, and redouble journy after journey, It falleth out often. 
times, that afrer the mothers doe negle& perſonally to giue their children 
ſuck, and vſe ſo much curioſity inthe election , drawne by confiderations 
mcerly terrene , that ouermuch choyſe maketh them to ele& 1]. The children 
of rich men become droughthy amongſt a maſle of tountaines , wherewith 
they are preſented to ſuck from their infancy ; and thoſe of poore men, 
amongſt the incommodities of nourriture,growe vp as ſafforne vnder haylez 
God counterpoyzing to the one their ouer much ſollicitude of humane 
helps, and ſupplying the want in the other. Notwithſtanding it cannot be 
cenicd, but that a moderate choyſe of nurſes, euer accommodated to Gods 
greater glory, is moſt auayleable to the infant, and that perſons of quality 
hauc this fauour much more tranſcendent then others. 

After the nurſes,come rhe gauernours and gouerneſſes, The poore crea. 
tures are inſtantly abandoned, and caſt amongſt alittle crew of children, 
theirordinary companions aud play-fellowes, and there haue they al liberty 
to beſmeare one another as a Colliers ſack. In the houſes of great-ones, 
there is alwayes ſome ſage woman, who giueththe firſt tinure and impreſ- 
ſion tothe ſoules of children, and beginneth to trace on their tender harts, 
the firſt draughts of the feare of God, When the infant is capabletolearne 
any thing, the poore creature much wanteth inſtructions; for the Chariot of 
learning is now adayes moued withthe armes of gold and filuer, Greatmen 
make al arts and ſciences tributary to their fortune, It books be wanting, 
goodly librarics are ere&ed with mony. If good teachers, althe belt ſpirits 
and choyceſt maiſters make haſt to enter into the houſes of great-ones, 
"There isnot a Gramarian, Muſician , Geographer , Chronologer, Rhetori- 


3I! 
pride, it made him afrerwards by the iuſt puniſhment of heauen, returne ro 


Dio, Caſſiug: 
Nurſe of Caligula; 


W 


Arts tributary 26 
great men. 


cian, or Philoſopher wil faile them, If they could nor otherwile haue it , bur . 


' that they muſt fetch learning from the furtheſt confines of the carth , to 


infuſe it in their brayne, they would haue it at what price ſocuer, If they be 
to be trayned in military exerciſe,the braueſt Academies are opened to 
them. If the parents ſhew themſelues (though it be neuer ſolittle ) affeed 
to deuotion and verrue,they that neuer were bent thereto wil be plyable & 
ſecke rather to make ſale thereof, thenro vic it, * FY | 

Verily you, O noble men, behold that the help of educarion is great, 
and wholly in your owne hands. Iudge now then, the iniury you doe to 
God , and the wrong you infli& on your (clues , when you abuſe theſe 


*" 


bounties of heauen.Wherein doe weabuſe it then? In two principal points, Bad education of 


cn,& why 


The tirſt in negle&ting good inſtruction ; the ſecond inſubucrting it 
| contrary 


by vice Noble m 
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Fathers,and-Mo- 


Ow. batching them, litle regard to till the minds of their children , by planting 


therin the feare of God, to gather afterward a rich harueſt of eminent 


vertues, ſutable to their condition. Bur if a propoſition be made, roex. 
poſe them to the hight of the wheele of worldly honours with the freſh 
gale of fauour, then are they cagerly buſy. 1s not this it which the Pro. 


Filia populi meicrude- PRET Hieremy did deplore , when he ſaid, Hieruſalem was cruel as an Oftrich 
in the deſerts ? Such fathers there wil be found inthe world , who without 


lis quaſs ſtruthio in 
dſero,Thren.4z. any guidance or dire&ion, thruſt their ſonnes into the throng of many 
hazards of being vndone, and wil not ſpare to ſend them into the felloyy. 


ſhip of Diuels, into the contempt of Religion , and looſe liberty, ſo that 


it may be adegree to aduancetheir fortune, What Chriſtianity 1s this? Gue. 
#arra a great Courtier , ſayth that parents which ſo ſend their children to 

Allarum to Cour- : FS : 

tiers tranflaied by ©0 Court, without preſcribing how they ought to demeane themſclues, 

Monficur Hardy, and not allowing them ſome perſon , who may ſeaſonably reprehend their 


Gueuarra in the 


imperfe&ions, ſhould doe much better to load them with irons , and 


place them 1n the houſe of fooles, becauſe there they are bound thar they 


may become more wiſe, and in the Court, they arelet looſe tomake them 


more fooliſh. If a yong man, haue deſerucd the wheel, doe but put him into 
the hands of his owne wil , a more but cherly executioner you cannot giue 
Great corruption him, 
of Nobility, 
gleced, but are purpo 


quam 071 inſlituimus: 
in pnrpuris ye » , : . : 
"> 5 9094p and that their lipps were kiſſed for hauing ſpoken ſome ſorrish foppery. This: was 
demus fiquid licenins (Ora what tollerable arfiongit Heathens;but to ſee Chriſtian children bred vp 
dxerim Ferbane ip pride, in flatteries, in perpetual apiſh toyes, ſcruices, and ſubmitlions, 


le nts qi 1 , . bo . ny 
4 1 -----97* org which rayſe their high ſpirit, is it not a prodigy ? Theſe little Thraſoniſts 


riſu &> ofculo excipi.. ATE NO ſooner out of the ſhel, but inſtantly they eſtabliſh a turiſdidtion ih 


' mw, Fabius Quin- the family , they make a noſe of waxe of their parents , drunke with loue 


_ 2nd childiſh indulgence, to lead and turne them where thcy lift ; they doe 
and yndoe what they pleaſe , and indeed exerciſe euen then a perty ry- 
ranny, to make themſelyes afterwards looſe and vnfettered Lyons. And 
they ſecing al things are permitted them, doe inſtantly take that vogue, 
which depraucd nature doth preſent vmro them , they tollow thetrack of 
pleaſure and voluptyouſneſle, ſoe fatning and engroſling their ſoules , that 
al the luſtre of the ſpirit is wholly buried and extin&. Their howſhold 
ſeruants who = attend them, ſeeing their fauour may this way. be gay- 


Domeſtikes vitious 
how abhominablc, 


ned,deſperately corrupt them, propoſing vices to them, of which they neuer i 


had the leaſt knowledge. 


Fducation of chil- 


by excellent paſſa- eures vnworthyly flauiſh in the moſt prodigious ſeruitude that may be, when 
ges of Fathers, 
their eyes are open to diſtinguiſh it, Know , that childrenare, as ſayth Cle. 
mens Alexandrinus the flowers of marriage , nothing is ſo caſy to be corrupted, 
a litle contagious breath wil tarniſh and dry vp al ther beauty. Vnderſtand 


Clemens Alex, z, 


0 contrary thereunto, How is that ? Firſt many fathers and mothers at this 
-« 1-4 >; , reſembling Oſtriches who lay their egges in the open way without | 


The other point 1s mg much more perilous , when they are not only ne- 7 
ely bred in pride and ſenſuallity which are the two i 

rocks whereon theſe yong ſoules make ſnipwrack. One of the wiſeſt men | 

of the. Roman Empire , complayned of the tyme he lined in wherin they firſt 

Amie palatiuns eorum þ,i1; pallaces before the mouth was formed; that yong boyes were wrapped vp im ſcarlet, BY 
., that they grew vpin litters and coaches , without euer ſcarce ſetting foot to the ground, i 


ban ay ein tt ty wed & yer ao 


Hereupon, fathers and mothers,take heed; cankers which deuoure dodies, 
drenreconmanded and peſtilences which ſuffocate harts,are not ſo dangerous as are theſe crea» 


vnder pretext of wel-wiſhing they thruſt your children into vice; before | 


they are your poſſeſſions and inherirances : poſſedi bominem , per Deum , ſaid | 
the firſt mother of mortals, If you leaue them vnmanured , al ouer-run | 
with thornes and bryers, you ſhal become auſwerable to the luſtice of 3 
Almighty | 
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the earth , orherwiſe they wil one day be nayles and lances in your fides, ( as ſaith the 
Scripture ) to trans 


{ which is the ſhorteſt way to perfeRion. 
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, God. Look wel vnto it, ſaith S. Hierome; that they carrouſe not in che cuppes 
green | and be not ſtruck. en with the hammer the noyce whereof wil reſound through 


Hiero, ad L etan 


Erumt vobis quaſs 
. clani, & lances in 
fix you cuentothe hart.In the fourth booke of Kings 41, lateribue, 


Num 
;1 | brought vp were deuoured by beares, to teach parents that fince 3% 
OG done A then beares , who ſhape their whelps by much licking Reg. 42. 23, 
and ſmothing them, they therefore by bearcs were bereft of them : and ſuch 
infants ( fayth $. Cyprian) wil one day complaine at the tribunal of God, Cypriande lapſe: 


ſaving : The perfidiouſneſſe of. others bath betrayed vs , our fathers and mothers haue 6 Tas” 
= - —_ - like manner, youth, take heed how you abuſe the guift perfdie,paremces ſe- 


' of your good education, and the many inſtrumental meanes which God ſim perricidas. 
| hath granted you for the exerciſe of vertue, otherwiſe you ſhal pay the loſſes 
| therof inthe length of a corrupt and miſerable life, and your bones inold 


Age ſhal be filled with the follies of youth , which ſhalſleep with you cuen 


| in your tomb, and dragge your ſoules into a bottomlefle precipice , from 
{ whencethere1s no recouery, 


— 


I%. REAS@N 


wWHrTc#H MAXETH IT APPEARE THR 


Court is 4 life of prnance. 


YA) vp to vertue, when they already are inthe armes of penance. 
V The like with iuſt reaſon we may ſay to Couttiers , the 
2D ore to inflame them to fortify themſclues in great Ind 
glorious vertues ,to wit, that arriuing at Court they enter into a houſe of 
penance, where they euery day haue a thouſand occaſions of ſuffering, 
That the Court is a place of publike 
penance, appeareth for thereaſons , which 1 intend now to produce, Firſt, 
Antiquity hath called pennance , by the word , enuy, as Tertullian hath done, : 
who fayth , we ſtrike at the gates of beauen, as with the hammer of enuy ; that iS tO Temull, Apol.c.4o+ 
ſay,with pennance. This name hath been giuen, either for that 1t doth make Inzidia Calum tundi- 


© God as it were enuicd, if he pardon not, ſeeing the eſtate of penitents mw. 


ſo deplorable; Inuidiam facit Deo, nift ignoſcat, 2s the moſt learned Biſhop of 
Orleans hath noted in his obſeruati6ns vpon Tertullias : Or for that the Latine 
word inuidere ſignifieth originally not to ſee any thing, but toturne the eye 
aſide as from a ſad obieRzand the habit, eſtate, & condition of the penitents 
was heretofore ſolamentable, that the nice and curious auerted their eyes 


Pennance called by | 


the name of enuy, 


-from them, & could not endure ſo much as only to behold them. Howſocucr 
| it be, thetitle of enuy doth excellently wel agree with the Court, Thar 1s 


the neſt where enuy hatcherth her cggs , the throne where ſhe exerciſeth 
her Empire , the Altar where ſhe hath many ſacrifices, and were ſhe 
baniſhed from al the corners of the earth, we then ſhould ſearch for 
her among Courtiers , their lyfe alwayes being between the two ſcales 


of the ballance , whereof the one is called enuy , the other a” 
: Ss 


Enuy of Cour, 
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This-is. it which obligeth them to.an extraordinary perfeQion , that 
they. rhay perpetually ſtand vpon their gard, and auoid the leaſt dete&, 
This is.it which, ifrhey know wel how to vic it, doth abſolutely ſhut vp from 
. them: the gate toal exceſſe; for if onuy (according to the prouerb) wil offer 
to ſhaue an egge.whatwilſhenot doe in a meadow? Z: 
Secondly. che ancient Canons and: Docours of the. Church , as S. Bafit, 
-þ obſerue.fhue.degrees of pennance, The firſt was called ſorrow , which was a 
the Ancicus, _ x | . 
# | nay ſtare of rearesand:grones. The ſecond is called audience , which was a degree 
arponF, ___ towhichpenitentsafcer an infinit number of ſighs, were admitted to: heare 
FE __: the;infbrudions and-preachings of the word of God, whereof they were be. 
« ba fore daprived; Thethird, huawliation, which was when the penitents were 
admitted toacertaine; part ofithe Mafſe., but not ar the ſacrifices, tor they 
wentou beforerhe| conſecration, a little afrer the newly inſtructed Chriſ. 
tjans;the Prieſt repeating: ouer them a certaine- prayer, during which tyme 
they mate a.law obeyſance;their face bowed'to the ground. The fourth de. 
gree is called conſitence, where the penitents had leaueto heare Maſle at the 
ful length as others , but not fo make any oblation,nor to communicate: for 
that was reſerued to the laſt degree, called communion , where they obteyned 
a ful reconciliationin the participation of the holy inyſterics, as the fore- 
alleaged Biſhop hath moſt excellently explicated. : 
Pratiſe of theſe Of theſe fiue parts of pennapce, Courtiers for the moſt part exerciſe thoſe | 
degrees at Court, which are moſt yrkeſorme, and very ſeldome þarcicipate inthe conſolations 
of the other more ſweer and benigne.!t penitents haue a degree of teares and 
lamentations, where are ſighes and grones more frequent then in Court, for # 
the many diſaſters which ordinarily occurte in their affaires e One may wel 
Tob. 20. Giganter apply to the that paſſage of 19b,cxprefſed tn $, Gregory the Great , The Gyants 
gemunt ſu" aquite yr men of the earth , doe grone vnder the waters, Out alas ! how many tymes 
Eſcaie of tcares, . . 
the poore miſerable creatures, after a world of trauayles, purſuits, and 
hopes, which are dreames withoyrt ſleep, ſeeing themſclues tranſported 
into diſgrace with a furions torrent of enuy , ſigh and moucrne in Ocean 
of calamities? One frowne of an incenſed Prince, is more formidable to 
them then the eye of a Baſiliske , yea more terrible then the crack of x 
Canon. The fauours they cvioy, are winged andflipery; al the content. 
ment they can poſſibly receiue in ten yeares, wil not afford ſo much toy 
to&heir harts , as the repulſe of one ſole day , comming as aſtroak of 
| thuhder,afliteth them and makesthem gine ground , if they haue not re- 
Obſecro — © Courſe to heauenly conſolations, See you not how Abſalom rceſtabliſhed in 
pri _ ke Court, yet depriuedof the King his fathers fight, bare this diſgrace with fo 
mee interficiatmt, mauch anxiety of :mind , that he asked a bloudy death for his remedy! 
2. Reg, 14. What wil the looke of a Lyon be, if the onely depriuation of a fauourable 
eye be ſo il to be diſgeſted? What wil become of ſd many other contrarieries, 
which at euery turne rransfixe ſo many braue defignes , ſo wel proieted!F 
Where wil not occaſion of many moſt bitter 'forrowes be found, among 
ſo diners accidents, which cauſe vs to ſtand atal tymes prepared for blowes 
vrate of humility, If penitents be in a ſtate of humiliation, wherein, as other Interpreters 
| _ * obſerue;they not only humbled themſclues, proſtrated on the earth at thei 
Prieſts beneGi&ion, but they Jowly layd themſclues vnder the feet of al the 
world ; where | pray are ſoules found , borne more to ſeruitude, morc®# 
pliant, mSre abaſed, then thoſe of Courtiers ? They bend like the fiſher 
angling-line , they ſtoup, they turne , and wheele about to al purpoſes, # 
that they may arriue where they. pretend, They buy al their honour at 
the price of great ſubmiſſions, their ſcarlet art the price of ſfordide am-® 
Cypris ad Donatd, bition , and glory'with the coyne of lauery. That is it which Saint 
Nu: amiftu carivve CYprian excellently. wel obſerued : Behold yee this Courtier , who gazetb\; 
ronſpicun + ſulgerefibi on himſclſe . m ſcarlet *,If you knew how many 'baſe fubmiſcions the flashing luſn'% 
of tu? 
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his perſon,then enuy of his fortune. Ananciet Courtier being asked, how he 


had growne olu in Court, did nor he anſwer : by recetuing miuries euery day with 


chank;?Many men fatren with diſgraces,as faithful dogs with baſtonadoes, 
Behold how Courtiers participate with penitents 1n paynes and not in 
comforts. For penitents after many auſterittes came to enioy with taſtful 
contentment the hearing of the word of God. A Courtier after a thouſand 
and a thouſand morrtifications , ſhal not gaine ofttimes one goad word 
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of this bright garment coſt hum, if you ky.ew what ſ.ornes , what _ , what contempts, 
euen of ſuch as were more arrogant then himſelfe, he bath ſ wallowed; ow many _ gates 
he hath ( as it were ) beſerged euery day, going to per forme his complenuents ; and how many 
tymes he bath made himſclfe a ſtrrop-bolder,or foot-boy for the ſeruice of a diſaaynful Prin- 
(e,ro gaine this trame Which now attendeth him, you then would haue more pitty of 


videtuy in prrpure, 
quibus hac ſordibus 
em't,v:fulgear? Quos 
arroganiium faſtus 
prius per;ulit? Quas 
ſuperbas fares manu: 
13nu5 ſalutator obſe- 
dis ? Qu0t tumentiunt 
contumelioſ/a veſtigia 
ante preceſiit,vr ipſum 
etiam ſaiutantium co- 


mes poſtmodum turba 


precederet, 


A notable anſwer 
of an old Courtier, 


from his Prince. Penitents, afrer they had been throughly turmoyled, Iniurias accipiedo, exp 


came co the ſtate of repoſe and conliſtence, but Courrtters are alwayes 
vpon. the wheele, not finding a firme footing of conſtancie to fix them- 
ſclues on. Thepenitents came inthe endrto the participation of myſteries; 
and Courtiers with al their miniſtries of iniquity, ſeldome enter into the 
temple of hoped honour, and ifthey doe enter, they fiad not the myſtery 
which can ſatisfy al their appetites, | ; 

Behold you nqr arough pennance? Behold you not a patience able to 
make Saints, yea Martyrs , it they did only meaſure themſelues with the ell 
of terments ? Gaeuirra, who had liued ina cloyſter and a Court, found the 
pennance of Religious men was much ſweeter then that of Cour. 
tiers, A Religious man many tymes ſtayerh long in one houſe, and buil. 
dethat his good leizure alittle neſt , to dye in the ſweet ſmelling odours of 
good life and holy conuerſation:and it femeth ( ſaid he ) the malediction of 
Cain is fallen vpon Courters for they are alwayes in motion , as ſtrangers, 
and euery day change innesand hoſteries. A Religious man obeyeth but one 
onely, a Courrier hath ſo many Maiſters as he hath paſſions and pretenſions, 
which fetter his liberty , a good neuer to be eſtimated by a valuable price, A 
Religious ma maketh an account of his demeanure to his ſuperiour:a Cour. 
tier hath a thouſand controllers of his ations. $0 many parts and members 
as the eſtate of theKing harh,are to him ſo many chaines, ſo many obſcruan- 
ces. . He mult ( ſaith this Authour) ſerue the King, waite on tauourites, viſir 
Noble men, court treaſurers , giue to doore-keepers, trugally endeare Audi. 
tours,entertaine Prouoſts, gayne harbingers.flatter pay-maiſters,dac for his 
friends,difſemble with his enemies, Al which things infinitly exerciſe obe. 
dience,and attra& vnſpeakable ſlauery. It a Courtier once doe what he can, 
heis athouſand tymes made to doe what he would not, and admit he be a fa. 
uourite of the Prince, he is aſlaue toal the officers, and to alreſpe&ts and 
relations by which he holds his fortunes, as 1t one ſhould hold a wolfe by 
m—_ gious man maketh a vow of pouerty; ſuch a Courtier there may be 
found , who without vow-making, findeth himſelfe the moſt part of his 
time miſcrably poore; great fortunes, yea thoſe who Cary alatthe end of 
their account, tindthemſelues hunger-ſtarued and wretched, A poore Reli. 
giousman atdinner-tyme findeth his napkin layd, & without taking of fur. 
ther care the guifts of God arriued,as ſeaſonably as if Elias crow had brought 
them.Such a Courtier is to be found, who ofttymes lodgeth inſome crooked 
narrow lane, he eateth on ſome hired table, lyeth on ſome borowed bed, and 


abideth in a chamber without doore or portal, and at the end of al comes an 


hoſt , who ſurprizeth him when he hath nothing to content him; at which 
tyme his affliction is greater to difcoucr his pouerty then to fecleir ; leſſeir 
gricueth him to.be miſcrable,the to haue a witneſle of his wretchednes.Such 


an one hath beenſcen poſſeſſed of aboue 2000, ducats of yearly = ow 


gratias agende. 


Senec, »,dc Ira, 
C. 3 f. 


Comparifon be- 
tween a Courtier, 
and a Religious 
wan. 


——— 


CITI Do cet nee an WI 


wy" 


= SS ets wa... - - - OO. OO > SOIT ——— oe —_—_— 


p- . . \ eh} —_ 
wy 4 p F 4 :Y ” 
«4 es Ws as Po a Þ NOS. 
6 XL; þ -< x F. 2 1 nd Os 
f ” Tu 4% L 
= - = =-_ Se EY 2 —— Ty ” w__——_ ge > —— > : - -— 
F ney WS A he ent Dre = ———- ——_—— G . = = 
TIE ——=— A £ —_— —— 4 2302 * p" 2% 4 = 2 g = 
I ne ee — _—_ FX 
-_ - od w _ - y — = = - —— _ on __—_— 
_—— ES T : LI 2A <LI 


eo Fr 


= E— 


42> mwkaw? xr wot <a ors. yr + 


Deut. 37; : 
Innundatione mars 


quaſi lac ſwgemt. 


46 THE HOLY COVRT.  Lib.r. 


neither had bread , fewel, ſpit , nor kettle in his houſe , bur euery day a re. 
giſter rcady of great mens boards, where he might goe to beg adinner? Whae i 
beggery 1s this? 

Gueuarra addeth alſo to this ſpecious pouerty of a Couttier,rthat Groo. 
mes robbe him , Caters bring in talſe reckonings 1 Buftons Importune him, 
Ladyes of Court vnplume him, other women leſle honeſt filch from him, Þ 
When cuery one beholdeth him vnfearhered , they haſten to pulthe plumes i 
of his wings , and if his wings fayle him, he no more ſhal haue triends nor 
ſuccour, 

A Religious man hauing made a vow of chaſtity , hath very great and yn- 
doubted meanecs to obſerue ir, prouided by his rule; the chaſtity of a Cour. 
ticr is alwaycs in ſnares and combats, his battayles are perpetual, his victo. 
rics moſt rare, the obligation notwitnitanding of continency ticks vpon 
him, and his tranſgreſſions are reſerued to Gods vengearce.A Religious man 
hath his watchings for the ſeruice ofGod, & notwithſtanding hath his ſeaſon 
of watching, repaſt, aud ſtudy al diſtributed yith a prudent economy : the 
Courtier hath neither repoſe nor repaſt certaine, forthe ſcruice of the world, 
He dineth, when it pleaſcth his Alexander; and his ſleep 1s no more his owne 
then his liberty,of which he is diſpoyled betore he goe to bed;a thing nor. Þ 
withſtanding ſo precious, that whoſoeuer wel knoweth the price thereof bh 
would not lend it out, though he had the whole world for a pleadge. A Reli. 
gious man maketh voluntary abſtinencies,with merit,and conſolation; your #? 
Courtier faſteth oftener then he would , with demerit , without comfort, 
Briefly a Religious man weareth hayre-cloath,and the Courtier thornes and' Z 
Cares, which neuer forſake him. A Religious Recluſe,hath as it were no body | 
to pleaſe, but himſelfe : a Courtier who endeauoureth to content al, many 
tymes ſatisfiethno man: if he hold his peace, he 1s a lourdane, if he ſpeake, 
he is a babler;if he ſpend, he is prodigal; ita good husband, couctous; if he 
ſtay in his lodging , hg is an hypocrite; it he make many viſits, heis a buſy 
body; if he be brauely attended, they ſay he is a toole ;it he catalone, he is © 
miſerable, | 

In fine this great Courtier Gueuarra, after he had repreſented the faſhion 
of the tyme, and diſpoſition of the Court moſt\lively, draweth this conclu. 
Gon, That the life of Court is not a life but rather apublike pennance : and 
that we ought not to cal Courtiers liuing men, but interred aliue, becauſe 
they dye as often as they vnderſtand that another is more in tauour of the 
tymes then themſclues. | - | 

Iudge then vpon al this which I haue heer diſcourſed, whether one ought 
to fortity himſclfe ſo much the more with vertue and courage, by how inuch 
he bcholderh himſelfe expoſed to great and perpetual occaſions, either of 
ſinne or miſery ? Whether the Courtier haue lefle obligation to vertue then E 
the Religious, ſince he ſceth himſelfe at al turnes in greater & more cuident 
perils? Iudee, if this be a fauour of Almighty God to haue a ſubic& of pen- ® 
nance anda fayre feild to exerciſe patience , how Courtiers heerin are made * 
happy, and how many palmes they might reape, if they would adde the ap- | 
plication of ſpirit, ſincerity of intention, and ſpiritual direionto theexer- | 
Ciſes of their profeſſion. Through the want of theſe vertues, thinking to ® 
gaine al, they looſeal, merit eſcapes them, and altheir life the bad theef's | 
croſle abideth with them. And that which is moſt deplorable, is, that they Z 
adore their puniſhments,and like thetribe of Zabulon, of whom the Scripture | 
ſpeaketh,rhey ſuck, in the water of the ſes 45 milke, and al bitterneſſe ſeemes ſyeet as ſuger © 
fo their depraued taſtes. | 
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What 
roo. | 
him, i X. REASON 
him, 
lumes 
S nor | 
's Which dependeth on acknowledement ; or 
og gratitude, 
/IEtOe 
Vpon 
S man OS 5x AD Noble men and wordly great-ones no other fpurre to 
caſon \ incite thein to perte&ion but the acknowledgement of ſo 
/ : the B many bencfits which they haue recejued from the liberal 
'orld. Þ. hand of God., it were alwayes a potent motiue ro & 
owne i Z hart truly generous , who tcarethingratitude more then 
, not- i by death. | : 
creof F wed It is not without myſtery that God in the beginning of God named Obli- 
Reli- > thcworld's creation, of twelue names attribured vnto him he taketh that of 51's —_— 
your  Fxhim.deriued from an Hebrew word ſignifying to tye and oblige, making FO 
tort, ® himſelfeat the very firſt knowne to man, eneninthe worldes infancy , vnder 
S and o the title of obliging ; toteach him thar he is borne among benehits , the ac- : 
ody ® Kknowledgemiet of whichſhould become natural to him, That great man Philo A notable diſcours 
nny ZW thelew, in the booke heintitled Nozs Plant , ftigureth vnto vs a certayne tra- ſcof Philey 
ake,  dgitjon of the Sages of his Nation, towir, that God the Creatour after he 
f he 5 had framed the world as a Scucheon of his Nobility, a contraRed table of his 
buſy = ritles \ a1nirrour of his greatnefle and wiſdom , demanded of rhe Prophets, or 
he is W the Angels then in glory, what they thought of this worke and that one 
BE arong them, after he had highly commended the architecture of this goodly 
Non © wninerſe, ſaidfreely, that he alſo therin yet required oneperteCtion, to ſee 
clu. 3 aſcale vponſo many braue, & rich inuentions.,Whatis it (ſayththe eternal Fa- 
and » ther.)Iwould deſfire(replied he)aitrong voyce,powertul, harmonious, which 
auſe ® borne vpon the wings of the windes and cloudes, vpon the Chariot of the 
the i ayre, might repleniſh al the part of the world , and inceſſantly eccho forth 
” night and day inprayſes and thanks-giuing for your incomparable benefits. 
ught = Verily a goodly inucntion and worthy of an Angelical ſpirit, yet notwith- 
ich | ſtanding God hath ſufticiently prouided for this detec, For framing the 
rot ® world as a large clock, he hath proportionably giuen to man the place 
hen which this celeſtial ſpirit ſeemed to require, And that it might not be 
dent F otherwiſe then ſo, the firſt wheel of this great clock of the world, 15 the 
Pen- M primum mobile , the continual motion, the ſecret influences of antipathies The worlda Clock; 
nade ® and ſympathies *, which are as it were hidden in the bowels of nature. and how, 
-apP- = The hand thereof , is this goodly and beantiftul embowed frettizing of 
xcr- W the heauenly orbes which we behold with our eyes. The twelue fignes, 
gto BY are as it were the diftin&ions of the twelue howets of the day. The 
ect's ® Sun exerciſcth the office of the ſtecle and gnomon to poynt out tyme, 
they ® and in it's abſence the Moone. The lightes and ſtarres contribute there- 
ture ® to their luſtrous brightneſſe. The ſea , the azure of his waues for orna- 
ſuger 7 ment. The carth ſcrues for counterpoyze. The ſtony quarries , the metrals, 
i and the plants, for an Embleme to exerciſe the wiſeſt in the knowledge 
 ofthisgreat workmen. The liuing creatures are the (mal chimes,and man is 
X, the great clock which is to ſtrike the howers , and render thankes to the 


Creatour, Y 
E This 


[ 
114 
TH þ 
6 Þ!} 
[lll 
KU! 
ms 
£15 
*F » "ns 
n 7 in 
by ' 
' T 
© : $13 
- [} | 
" +) 
[7 if 
> & C [ } 
2- { 
_s " $44! 
A : is. 
8. YARN 
l el: 
h ' 
**7 . 
3 
# "FF 
"1 
oy : « | 
$ LF) 
; oF 
ay 
4 00-195 
= 8 11007 
41 
- s 1139 
> 8 |! 
2B 1 
&T 1:4 
* 1! 
q 181! 
O8TTL i! 
. x 1 
k 
: 
p : 
VL j\ 
* 4 i 
I #: | 
Uy 
, £ 
F ” 4 } 
ot 
S | $f 
A 4 $ 
4 4 | 
"3071! bs 
73,1 
*IT7 n 
A »4 
1 
4 


33 THE HOLY COVRT. Parti. Lib. 1. 


This acknowledgment of courſe is dey to God from al men, and the 
fayling heerin is greatly puniſhable. for 2, reaſons, The firſt is , thar Goq 
bath with his finger engrauen it in the nature of the world, The ſecond , thax 
he extraordinarily recommended it inthe new and old law. As concernin 
what toucheth the law of nature ; benefit's are the wings of loue , more 

Natural gratitude, ſift thentempeſts ; they ouer-take birds intheir flight, We behold in HiC. 
= prootcs tory , where on one fide a ſtork commegh to caſt a pretious ſtone into the 
AElian, lib, c. zz, boſome of a maid which had healcd her of a wound, and onthe other an 
Plin. 1.1o.c.5, Eagle, thatſecing the body of a yong woman burned which bad fed ang 
AElian, 1,8.c,z, chcriſhed her,.caſt herſelfe with alacrity into the flames of her enkindleg 
pile. Good turnes are golden ners , which catch the ſwifteſt gliding fiſhes; 
we findthe proofe hereof , when the Dolphins aſſembled in troups vpon 
the ſea ſhore, where they celebrated the obſequies of one called Ceranw, who 
had before freed chem from the ſnares of the fiſhermen. Bencfits are ſharp 
poynted arrowes , which throughly. penetrate the harts of Tygers and 
Interroge juments & Lyons. We find it in thechiſtory of Apdrodus , who becauſc he had pulled a 
docebunt te, &> wola- thorne out of a Lyons foot, made a beaſt of ſ{cruice of him , and led him 
Fs hh & indica- through al the Citty of Rome gentlc and mecke as alamb, O howſtrong bird. 
"*_ * hx, lime, is a benefit al generous birds aretaken withit,there is none but ſome 
& ofinupracſipe do. CEFLayne il conditioned Owles which eſcape from tt, 
in vi: 1ſradlautem Noble men,wil youthink youdoetoo much it you ſhould acknowledge the 
If. eegnouis, benefits of your Creatour , {ince beaſts the molt ſauage recompence good 
Gratitude inthe FPrnes receyued from flaues , and forgetting their nature cannot but 
law of God, remcmber a benefit though ſmal 2 As for the written law what vertue is more 
often recommended then gratitude and thankful acknowledgment ? God 
giueth not any benefigs without preparing monuments, It he dcliuer his 
peopleour of &gipt , & lamb of paſſe-ouer vnder the title of gratitude is to 
be offcred for cucr; ifhe giue Manna, a pot therof is reſerued in the raber- 
nacle ; if heworke wonders with Moyies rod, it is preſerued for an cter- 
nal memory. Gratirude is the key ofthe land flowing with milke and hony; 
ingraritude is a channel from whence al the plagues Gt heauen powre downe 
Excellent obſerua- ypon rebellious and contumacious heads. 1s it not very remarkable , that 
oy 6 RY _ . the Iſraelites 'were more careful to carry with them into the deſerts timbrels 
cm j6 " & foprayſc God with, thenarmes to detend themſclues ? Prayſcs goe before 
2!:4h; ancipites in ma» CUrtelaxes, and al warltke engines, The Captayns of the valorous Debors 
nibuis corum. | are for the ſame cauſe termed in Scripture Notaries, becauſe they went inta 
tn xvorTe wowTtTE the ywarres with pcn and ſword. The ſword to hght with, and the pento write 
«2» pang the prayſes of God. If youdemand of Rupertus, why in Genzlis, when al crea. 
I ag rurcs arc ſpoken of, there is not one word of the ſphere of tyre : he wil an- 
Num. 14. ſwer you, that fire becauſe of it's barren vnfruittulneſle, is the ſymbol of in- 
Taterp. 70. } gratitude, and for tharpurpolc it is not once mentioned in the place where 
Inter prezum. queſtion was made of the ſacrifice of acknowledgment. If you aske of S, 
« Rupert, in Genef, Chr . : - 
Jſoſtome , why God comming togiue alaw to his people appeared amongſt 
bryers andthornes, he wil tel you it was to ſhew to this vngratetul people 
allot i c. the deformity of their ingratitude , ſignified by thoſe thorny plants.S. Ambroſe 
Hexani, C. 4. likewiſe obſerueth it was the prouidence of heauen ,, to giue yong Toby an 
Angel anda dog for companions of his voyage. The Angel to doe him good 
offices, and rhe dog,who is moſt ſenſibly mindtul, to cauſe him to remember 
a benefit. See you not the world and the law are extended and diſpoſed , 
one in his creatures , and the other in al his precepts , to imprefle gra- 
Marcus Aurel, 1. titude in our harts? One of the Ancients ſaid , that to dye vrgrateful 
Antonius de vita was the moſt infamous death might be: imagined. Would you then 
ſua, x«450 08%9% (Nobles) hauc your bodies buriedin Churches , in places moſt emineat 
and conſpicions , yet ſpare not to make ingratitude a {epulcher for your 
ſoules? | 
Adde 
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Adde hereunto preſently a conſideration wel worthy to be ponde- 
red , that by how much the benefits you haue recejued from the 
liberal hand of Almighty God are grear and glorious, {0 much the more is 
it a hideons thing to repay them in the coyne of ingratitude. Follow the 
footſteps of the Oracle of Doctours , Saint Auguſtine , purſue the practiſe 
which he vſed to enflame himlſelte to grateful acknowledgments. Goe yee 
vpon the brinke of abyſles, and ſpeake to nothing, which is notat al nor 
Euer was nor cuer ſhal be; Caſt vp your age and demand of it, where were 
you ſo many yeares? It wil reply to your hart with dumb words and tel you, 


. that which you haue brenit is. And what haue you done to God, to bear 


this ty mc, that which it is not ? Take into your hand a Diamond, it wil tel 
you it hath efſential being with you; butir liveth not ; and what haue you 
done to God to haue lite aboue the ſatne? Goe to Cedars and Palme trees, 
and you ſhalvnierſtand they haue life common with yon, but you ſenſe abone 
them, Vnder what title was it dew to you? with what mony did you purchaſe 
it? Goeto Eagles andLions, and they wil tel you they haue ſenſe common 
with you, but you haue reaſon, an incomparable good aboue them: You 
haue indgement , memory, vnderſtandigg,free-wil, you are men,and they are 
beaſts. What haue y@ done to Gogſto be made man ? to be areaſonable 
creature capable of aninfinit good ?pMhat haue you done before your being 
to be that which you are ? What ſadtifice haue you perſented, being as then 
in nothing, to be borne into the world ſupereminently prelated aboue al the 
creatures of the world, Wel, admit you had deſerucd your being? Where 
haue you merited your wel being? Say you had merited to be men, where 
haue you deſerued to be Chriſtians ? to be ſeleRed by the hand of God from 
ſo many infinit nations which dayly people Hel ? to be waſhed with the 
bloud of his Sonne, to be regenerated by the waters of baptiſme, to be im- 
preſſed with his owne ſtamp, to be beautified with his grace, ſupported with 
his merits, enlightned which his knowledge, proteGed vnder his wings and 
the ſhelter of his Angels, to haue al the meanes and opportunity to begin 
inthe world a celeſtial life, andafterward to raigne in heauen for cuer, and 
there to remaine abſorpt in anocean of pleaſures and felicities? 

At what price haue you bought althat ? Are younota iadiſh mule to ſuck 
ſuch a teat} and then to kick with your heels? 


But you ſay it is commonto you with al Chriſtians, I anſwer the Sun is Particular obtigas 
no lefle the Sun to you for thar it enlightneth the eyes of apiſimeare. But ions of Noble meg 


behold what perſonally toucheth you , and that which you cannot forget 
without diſloyal ingratitude. | 

Nature hath caſt al nien in one andthe ſame mould, al ate equal according 
eo birth, al equalindeath , who vſeth ro meaſure with the ſame ell Linſy- 
woolſey and cloath of tiſſue, But what inequality 1s there in the condi- 
tions of life ? It ſeemeth when the courſe of cach mans eſtate and fortune is 
wel conſidered, there is more difference between man and man then between 
man and beaſt, 

How many creatures are borne cuer in the fetters of miſerable ſcruicude, 
& ſalute life with a yoke on their necke? And behold you are not only borne 
free, but Noble, but great, but eminent, you cofne intothe world like Diads- 
menus, with a diademe of honour on your forcheads, 

How many doe you behold borne with very great difproportion of body, 
with bunched backs, crookedneſſes, maladies, deformities , which they are 
enforced to cary with them from their mothers womb to their graue? And 
behold you are borne with a body wel compoſed, that nature hath framed 
to ſerue as a Cabinet for the ſoule wihich God would lodge therin. 

How many ſtupid, grofſe, and obſcure ſpirits, vnioynted iudgments, ifree 
gular braynes arcthere in the world? Andyet God hath pooue you a ſpirix 

A capa; 
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capable of al kind of lights, knowledges , a indgement wel grounded , 4 Y 
faythful memory,and al the moucables of a fayreſoule. How many children 
come into the world as little abortines , and are afterward lett withour 
inſtru&ion,guide, or condu&, aslees and dregges of the creatures of the # 
earth? And behold how al things cooperate to your education. , 
How many millions of mortals dayly diffolue into pouerty ina wrefcheq |: 
and needy life , in extreme miſeries, which make them feed vpon gal, ang 
euery day to drench part of their life in teares? And behold you are borne || 
to great patrimonies, infinit riches, large reuenues ; behold not only men, 
and beaits, but al the elements alſo are kept in breath to contribute to your 
ſeruices, your magnificence,your felicities, yourdelights, 2 
How many are at the foot of the wheel trampled on and oppreſſed vnder. 
the tyranny of men, many tymes more cruel then wild and ſauage beaſts» | 
And behold youare onthe top ofthe wheele, behold youare vpo the higheſt 
ſpheres of honour, feared of your enemies, cheriſhed by your equals, adored 
by your inferiours; doth ti:is ſeeme nothing to you ? Or it it ſeeme fir to | 
you to caſt it vp with your account , tcl me if you haue it from your ſelues? % 
Tel meif you were betore your being able to merit al theſe fauours from i 
heauen? Re _ | kf 
Take now the ballance your ſelfe, and iudge, if itbe not a looſe and bar. # 
barous ingratitude to ſteale the ſiluer and gold, of God, to make Idols ro 
Baal, to light your lawpe at the Altar-fire of theOmmipotent,to make pillage 
afterward of his Temple , to take bread from the Maiſter of the houſe with ® 
one hand ; and to ſtab kim with the other ? And this is it which you doe, * 
when you wholly abuſe pl theſe guifts of heauen inimpiety,iniuſtice , ambi- 
tion, luſt, enuy,rage, ina brutiſh and ſtinking lite. This is it, which bringeth 
aſtoniſhment cuento the gates of heauen, and cauſeth the heauenly Father to 
ſpeake theſe lamentable words of Hieremy : How commes it to paſſe that my welbe- 
loxed bath commited ſ» many outrages in my bouje ? Haue | then { O my beloued ) 
lodged thee in my Temple, haue I nouriſhed and bred thee trom thy cradle 
with a fatherly hand, to betray mine honour and defile the glory of my Al. 
tars? See you notthart in doing this, you weaue the thread of your eternal 
ruine? p 
Weigh ſeriouſly / O noble men )what you are, what you can, what you 
haue, what you are worth, and in good tyme takehold of this maxime , not 
to defiretobe, nor to beable, nor to be yalewed, but tor him to whom you 


owe al your being. 
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XI REASON 


Drawne from the effeft which example should produce, 


N what fide ſocuer Iturne me(O you Great-ones)I find 

motiues for you in euery place of duty, ſpurres of ho- 

nour , and incuitable obligations of vertue. Behold 

one of the moſt principal, to wit example : Yea the 

example of great men, is one of the moſt peter charmes, 

as wel for good as 11, that may poſlibly be found in 

nature. See you not how the ſpirit of lyes who keepes 

| an open ſhop ofal wyles and aGtiue pliantneſle , hath 

not found in al hel an engine better able to ingulph mankind in a thou- 
ſand lamentable confuſions , then to fet before' him the bad example 
of great-ones , who by cunning flejght and tyranny came to that hight 
| as 
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25 to cauſe themſclues to be accounted as Gogs ? Sathan hauing ſet them 
vpon the Aultar purs himſelfe in poſſeſſion of their harts: for comming to 
ſhew to theſe blind Idolaters an adulterous Iupiter,an vnchaſt Venus,a bloudy 
Mars, he whiſperd in their cares, The God whom you adore, and for whom 
you ere& Temples and Aultars hath done this andthar,and ar? you better 
then he nor to doe the ſame? 
Depraued nature which no ſooner hath being , but that concupiſcence : 
entreth therinto, being already vehemently tranſported into exorbitancy by 
general inclination,and comming atterward to feele the ſwindge of this ſo 
alluring example ( in thoſe who were not only eſteemed great bur Gods im- 
morrtal)ranto miſchiefe with ful ſpeed,crected tropheyes of it's owne disho- 
nour,and couered it's vicers with a goldenveyle, 
The great wit Iulius Fimmicus hath excellently wel obſerued this reaſon in 
the booke he compoſed of the errours of prophane Religions, 1s man an adul- Tulius Firmicus ds 
rerer?He caſteth bis eye vp3 lupiter & drawerb from the 1dol of bis falſeGod the enkindling F077 Þro'an. 
rinder of bis luſt, He approueth, be imitateth, he prayſeth his God , becauſe ke deceiuerh a  —_ deleBatrrp 
ſimple credulous maid m the figure of a ſwan , raursbeth another in the forme of a bul , and quis?Lowem reſpicit, 
afterward m an other encounter perſonateth the shape of a Satyre. &+ inde cupiditatis | 
What may be ſaid moreof the force and tyranny of example,then to ſay ſee Pa ——_—_ 
with Saint Auguſte : Not only the vicious purſue vice in ful ſpeed, which rs i ” 
leades the way , but euen thoſe who haue the fillet of ſhametaſtneſſe vpon ſun: in Cygno faltir, 
their browes, ſuffer themſclues haſtily to run after the torrent of examples, in Tawro rapis, ludis 
and ſuppoſe to haue a portion in the tortune of great men, when they haue a T _ e 
ſharein their vices. 1 heard my companions who boaſted their wick.edneſſe,naking theme x. a % 
ſelues ſo much the more glorious by bow much they were more beaſtly and dishoneſt. And Aug, Confeſs,z, 
needs would 1 doe as they , not ſo much through appetite of doing il, as for complacence to be cap. 3. | 
applauded for il, It often happened to me to counterjayte the il which Ihad not done, doub- eAndichem eos cen- 
ring to be innocent, for feare of being reputed 4 man of no worth and loth to be efteemed chaſt — — 
leaſt chaftity should make me contemned by the world, gis quam magis 
Behold, O noble men, what power example exerciſeth vpon the harts of «peseſſens: &> 
men. Blame none but your ſclues, it you create not anew world, that you m—_ ” - | 
banish not vice from the earth, and make a golden Age returneagaine, God /*/ ime /a2, | 
hath placed you vponthe higheſt ſteps of grearneſle, and cauſeth you firſt of fingebam me feciſſe, - 
al to ſee the ſtorme and calme, God hath planted you with his hand as ſtarres quod non fecerim ne 
inthis goodly firmament of honour, vpon your influences depend the whole #47 «bieior quo 
courſe of this inferiour world, It they be good, they bring health, ſollace, —— & 
and life into the whole world. If bad, they fling peſtilence and poyſon into erm caſtor. 
althe clements. The people are as the ſea, and you are the windes which Importance of the 
rayſe or depreſſe them when you pleaſe. The pcople are like the Polypus, who 24mple of Noble 
changeth colour according to the diuerfity of obie&s;and you are the rocks, "** 
to which he is tyed witha long chayne of ſeruitude;youtake his liberty and 
give him colour, The people is as iuy which creepeth andclingeth according ,,, Wn 
ro his ſupport; you are the Coloſſus and walles which vnderprop it, The people Facere rele cives 
hath a hart of wax and clay,and you are the Maiſter-potters to giue ws ſuos Princeps optimus 
proportion you pleaſe, A good Prince sheweth the way of doing wel to his ſubieds in f4ciendo doces,cums, 
wel doing bimſelfe,and though he be great by the tytle of power, he is much greater and mort” mp ; 
potent by the force of example. q 
Herevpon I leaue youto iudge the great offence you commit when by il 
example you make viceto paſſe for law, vice which would haue gp force nor 
vigour atal, if you did riot giue armes and weapons into it's hang toſack and 
ſubiugarte althe world. * 
Firſt, you commit a great ſacriledge abuſing authority which is aray of 
the omnipotency of God, impreſſed on your forcheads to enlighten and 
&veetly incline your inferiours toduty;and you make boaſt as if it came from 
your ſclues. Theeues that you are of the treaſure of God; you haue riteledthe 
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42 | 
Chiefe of his coffers, whichis that abſolute power by which he is God;yon 
haue taken from thence a pearle which himſelte afterwards conſigned into 
your hands, which himſelte fixed vpon your head , tG giue you as 1t were 
a participation of his owne eſſence, and you voworthily retayne it, with. 
Aug. Sol. x. out making it tributury to it's Creatour.My God it is true, that he who ſeeketh 
£14 de bono wo glo- his one glory from thine ornaments, is a ver) theefe and arobber , who endeauouring 
6Y þ-- __ -u to filch Gods honour from him, ſtealeth Paradiſe trom himſclfe. What ſacrj- 
furef, &laxs, edge, I pray, canyou thinke comparable tothis? | 
Secondly what an indignity 1s it to doe that, which the 11 example of great- 
ones operateth, ſo to put vice into grace,and vertue into neglect: 3 hinke Vvou 
not,if proofe be made vnto youitis the worke of Antichriſt, bur that wil ſut- 
ficeto make you deteſt it? And what wil Antichriſt doe? To what wil he bend, 
and diſpoſe al the finewes and arteries of his power , but to fet vice on the 
Altar; and you wil beforehand prepare a way tor him ? Al that which 7e/as 
Chriſt hath ſaid and done, al that which he hath ſweatt for, al that he endea- 
uoured, al that he hath wepr, al that he hath bled, he hath done to blot our 
and extinguiſh with workes, with words, with ſwear, with teares,with bloud, 
the worke of ſinne. ; 

And you forſooth wil againe ere& the ſtatues ? If ſinne coming from you 
were eſteemed as ſinne, it would alwayes be vnreaſonable bur lefle dange- 
rous.But now it happeneth not to be ſo reputed. The finnes which ina meane 
fortune would be thought ſinnes, when they are dreſſed vp with adiademe, 
or couered with a ſcarlet cloke, become the vertues of the tymes, which is a 
thing moſt abominable. And by your il example you are the cauſe df this 
illuſion of mankind, which holdeth vice for vertue and crime for trophey. 
Obſerue what punishment a falſe coyner deſerueth. Aduiſe with your ſelte 
if Idolatry be the firſt and chiefe of al ſinnes , what would he merit who 
were not only au Idolater, bur the Authour and inuentour of a new Ido. 
Jatry? | . 

And bad exiple doth it, When you, O noble men, degenerate,you impreſſe 
ſinne with the ſtamp of vertue , you place it vpon the Altar, you are the cauſe 
that a thouſad & athouſand preſent oblations to it;you make a table for hor. 
ſes of the Teple of houour,& you being by the world eſteemed as little Gods, 
 imploy al this reputation to deſtroy the honour of the true God; through 
«1 ana the example of your wicked life. Tou make 2 dungbi of heauen, you cruelly and 
Þ 6 ebrupes privipitia miſerably drag ge wandring ſoules through headlong precipices,when to cauſe them te ſinne 

the more freely you shew them the examples of the petic Gods of the earth, Theſe are the 


Il example the 
worke of Antt- 


Definunt efſe probr; 
loeo parpurata fla- 
gitia, 


cru1e'; calamitate | 
ducitic,cum heminibus eyords of Iulius Firmicus, What ingratitude wil make heauen bluſh, and the 


peccave volemibus earth to ſhake, if not this? If you wel weighthis conſideration it wil neuer 
facinorum viam eſcape you to doe an att of il example or it paſhon ſhould happen to be 


De is a , per 
g_— exorbitant , at leaſt you ſhould imitate that bird which by antiquity was 
Inlius Firm. called Iuſt, becauſe ſhe hid her excrements which ſhe kneiy to be yery per- 


_ in biblio- nicious , for feare it ſhould infe& men ; ſo you-rather ſhould bury your 

theca, 1] deportements in night and obſcurity then expoſe them to piiblike 
view, | 

For the third reaſon conſider what wickedneſle it is to thruſt the knife 


pmol -\- the throte, not only of a multitude that adores your fortune, and gloe 
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4s fieri piſſe quod 6 : 25 op . : . p 
NG 7 an +6; Fieth in the imitation of your vices, but alfo to pollute al poſterity with the Þ 


exempla fiun:, que @uchority gf your crimes. Ewery Age teacheth vs we may doe what hath been 
lam efſe facinora | 


. done, aud ernges become examples faith the eloquent Saint Cyprian. Tour finne is like 2 


- og "IEEE; much ruſt, which cleaueth cloſe to al Jour ſucceſſours,and how much the greater you are, þ 
Eccl.1,  wuch the mere precipitation and malice it hath, ; 
Sicut prayentum Say not, youare perſonally culpable & no more;that youare notto anſwere | 
groginesnequeis, to God, either for the finyes of thole who live with you , or thoſe that come 


atter you, 
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Which is ſo much otherwiſe, that the Scripture ordeyneth whoſoeyex Figure of {1 
ſbal open a common Ciſterne withour ſhutting it againe, if it happen rhaeg example. 
cattel fal therin he was baund to repaire this lofſe, Your brother doth he £x9d. 21, 
not more rcerly approach tq God then a bullock ora horſe ? You haye 
opened to him the gulfe of ſcandal and corruption, he1s fallen into your 
ſaares, you ſhal giue an account to God for a ſoule redeemed with the pfce 
of his bloud, | | | 

Although you hane cauſed but one ſmal ſparke of fire to fly out, if it x,0q. 2D 

happen to blaſt and burne the fruitful feldes, and deſtroy the corne of your 2M 
neighbour , you are bound by the law to make the poſſeſiour ſatisfagjon, 
A flaſhing ſparkle of concupiſcence, which proceedeth from your eyes, 
and afterwards enkindleth a great fire of vices and calamities , ſhal be im« 
puted vnto you in the day of iudgement. And what ſatisfaction for ſuch 
damage? | 

—_ on the contrary ( O noble men ) when you ſeriouſly imbrace ver- 

rue , you rauish and appeaſe the moſt ſauage ſpirits by your authority. 
Nothing reſiſteth this ſweet violence. Goodnes borne in the chariot of 
grearneſſe hath dartes ſo ſharp and flaming, thar they make cuen the flnir 
tones to mglt, The preſent tymes inuite you, the moſt diſtant admire you, 
al poſterity bleſſeth you, and God molt gloriouſl, crowneth you, 

Itis ſaid when the Rainbow in heauen boweth his crooked hornesdireQly _.  _ 
vpon the flowers, he imparteth tothem a moſt celeſtial odour , which in- Mer 
finitly reuiueth their kind. God hath fixed you in the ſphere of greatnefle, ggwers, "os 
as heavenly arkes; you know from whence he hath extraed you, and © 
that.no otherwiſe,then the Rainbow in heauen ; you are but a petty vapour, 
but this Sun hath guilded you, enriched you, enameled you with ſo many 

erfecions, that iultly we may cal you the children of admiration. Be you 
then to mankind that , which the Rainbow is to plants , leaue to it the 
odour of a good conuerſation which may become natural, you ſhal reape 
heer below true and ſolid glory , contentments ſo taſtful that a man may 
more eaſily feel them then exprefie them; and in heauen your recoms 
pence $hal be equalled tothe profit, w hich your example Sha] haue made 
on earth. 

I know not what may be produced more preſſing taa generous hart, to 
oblige him to perfection, 


XII REASON 


| Drawne from punishment. 


NCIEZ Þ LEMENS Alexandrinus obſeructh. liefe of 3od, Clem. AlFK. ... 
» | bſeructh , that the beliefe of one Gad, rows fy ng, 
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? and the faith of one iudgement, arc iu the ſoule of man by like 
Ex02 & conſequence neceſſary ; and that the Heathens. eucn in the 
WEE R dead obſcurity of infidelity , were not able to $hut their eyes 
R 2gainſt this verity, $0777 

h There 1s no ſoule in the world ſo barren which by force 
of the lighe of nature conceiueth not, that if there be ceregine rxayes or 
refections of vertue, diffuſed through the aRions of men, the ſame ought 
to be in God, as in their ſource, with a radiant luſtre of ſupercminenge, 
Wherefore ? Becauſe , as Djonyſius Arcopagits fayth in the booke of divine 
attributes, 
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God, a great attributes, GoJ is a great Theſis, which hath but one word for expreſſion , bue | 
_ 'Y this draweth along with it al eſſences  Verities, and perfections. And for 
S.Dyonis. dedi- The ſame cauſe $. Auguſtine calleth this Soueraigne Maieſty, Bonum omnis boyj, 
uin, nomini.c.z., Now ſo it is, that we behold ſhining in men ( though otherwiſe very imper. 
Auguſt,de Trinit.l, fe& ) certaine traces or draughts of luſtice, and we obſerue they are na- ® 
ki©e riffally addi&ed to the loue of this vertue, were it not that paſſion maketh * 
them belye their harts and betray their owne nature. We mult then neceſſa. Z 
- rily conclude that Iuſtice is in God, as water inthe fountaine, lines in the | 
center, and beames in the Sun, 
Tuſtice and mercy, . ' Juſtice and mercy are the two armes of God, which imbrace, beare, and 
gouerne the whole world; they are the two engines of the great Archimedes, 
which make heauen deſcend vpon carth, and earth mount to heauen, Ir is 
the baſe and treble ſtring of this great lure of heauen , which make al the 
harmonies and tuneable ſymphonies of this vniuerſe. 
- Now, as mercy is infinit, ſo is luſtice.Thediuine efſence holdeth theſe two 
perfe&ions,as the two ſcales of the ballarice, alwayes equally poyzed. Iudge 
hereupon, O noble men, it the fauours and mercies of God are ſo eminent # 
with you, what part ſhal luſtice haue amongſt you? 2 
Pal. 85. Dawnid , who had felt the ſcourges, cryed out as ina deep extaſie : Oh my Þ 
Q%is nowis poteſt2tem God , who can be able ro know the ſorce of thy anger ! Who can be able , amongſt ſo many © 
Ir 1Ke,aut pre £m perplexitics and affrightments, to recount the effects of thy mdignation ! True jt is , thy * 
T ei - tnam 4 1uſtice doth moſt extraordinarily appeare on the rebellious heads of ſin- | 
Sap.6. - ners, but efpecially vpon the great-ones of the earth. Theſe words of the 
Horrend? & cis Wiſeman are terrible to any that wil maturely confider them : You , who bold 
epparebit vobis , que= the higheſt place amongſt men, and line without feare or awe of that Maieſty which bath con. 
ye indicia Grice! ered You where you are , know God wil viſit you , and appeare to you with ſpeed and 


mum is qui pre ſunt, . - 
fer. eh —_— borrour, A moſt rigorous iudgement shal be executed on thoſe who command ouer others, 


ceditur miſericordia, Mercy is for the litle ones and bumble ; but if you perſeuer in your wicked life,as being potent, 
potenter autem poten "you shal powerfully be toxmented. Gods not a man to ſooty you, to diſtin guish Jour perſons, 
07 formers parientur. nd treat with you with obferuance of your qualimes. Beware, The reaſons why the 


on enim ſubtrahe oy . , 
—_—_ a chaſtiſement of great men ſhal be moſt ſeuere are cleer and euident, the prin- 


Deus necverebuur Palwherof I wil briefly here produce, - E- 
mgnimndnem cuinſ= Firſt, by how much the morc a ſinng is committed with exat knowledge | 
gnam, of good and il, ſo much the more puniſhable it is, becauſe ir participateth | 


Knowledoe of "og . . . 
bod &e il to: he more of the venome of malice. Ignorance vnto many is part of their | 


theſinne the more ſanity , others with open eyes run headlong to ruine. Now , can it be 
foule, denied but that great men ( ordinarily being endowed with good ſpirits, 
Capable judgements, and moſt happy memories, and they inſtructed by fo 
many 2odtours, both ſpeaking and dumb ) ſhould haue much more lighr 
Fd knowledge then the ordinary ſort of men, Behold why degenerating, ir 
canot be but they muſt needes breake a thouſand bonds that held the in their 
duty , blunt a thouſand ſharp points, a thouſand inſpirations from heauen 
that feelingly touch their conſcience, the which cannot be done without 
great and determinate malice, which rendreth their ſinne the more enore 
Why bad Angels mous, andtheir heads the more puniſhable, I his is the reaſon Diuines giue 
were paniched touching the puniſhment of the Angel Apoſtara. A ſtrange thing, that God 
withour mercy, comming from heauen ypon earth to take humane fleſh , ro diſtend his im. 
perial robe vpon man ( who lay ona dunghil,) drawing him out, waſhing 
pon eget: him, guilding him ouer with grace, (the true ſeed of glory ) in the meane 
tion-m, or ſoluram Tyme left the bad Angel without mercy , for a prey of puniſhment, which 
animiimperum pecca- hal not end no more then God-himſelfe. Wherefore 1s this, but thar the 
exm angelors incom- ' Angel offended with an abſolute and deliberate malice, as one much more 
|= pong grams. {[luminated, and'4dam ſuffred himſelfe toſlide into finne rather by ſurprizal, 


T=_ 1+ by infirmity; by complacence to the humours of his wife, as. 4uſtine obſer- 
Merucilous Fuſtice; ueth , then purpoſely or comtewptuouſly ? Alas ! methinks this horrid 
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puniſhment of the contumacious Angel, ſhould make the the bloud con. 
geale inthe veines of al the great-ones of the earth, who offend their Crea- 
tour with as much malice as they haue knowledge. Aske (O noble men ) of 
the diuine Iuſtice, from whece it proceedeth that theſe euil ſpirits haue been 
ſo roughly handled ? If beauty could mollify the rigour of a ludge, they 
were adorned with an incompatable beaury aboue al creatures, Ifthie excel- 
lency of nature be eſteemed, they were the moſt linely Images of the Diui- 
nity amongſt al things created. lt the ſpirit contribute thereunto,they pene- 
trated by their actiue viuacity euen from heauen to the deepeſt abyfle, If 
the glory of God were in this a& conſiderable, they were. creatures who 
could loue , blefſe, and glority God eternally. If euil hadbeen to be prenen- 
ted, this great Iudge faiv there would ariſe from their damnation an infinity 
of blaſphemics, an inuincible obſtinacy , a long web of contrarieties oppo- 
ſit to the aduancemet of his honour amongſt men, a ſubuerſion of the world. 
Al this might hauc been auoyded in giuing them one ſmal hower of repen- 
rance; which with what teruour, deteſtation, and dolour would they haue 
imbraced ? Yet notwithſtanding without regard to this beauty, this grace, 


= this excellency of nature, theſe prayſes, this good or il, beholdthem taken 


in the boyling ardour of their crime, ſtruken with the thunder of the diuine 
Juſtice, throwne downe, broken in ſhiuers, captinated in priſons of tyre, left 
tothe ſword of vengeance, to eternal rortures , neuer ſeeing amidlt their 
darkneſſe and ſulphurous flames one ſole beame of the eyes of mercy. O ter- 
rible ſentence ! inexorab!e ſentence ! Oh vnhappy ſpirits! O judgments of 
God ! What a terrour, what a bottomleſle depth you are!Iudge now ( O yee 


© Great men) if the crimes of knowledge, and maliceare fo rigorouſly pu- 
E niſhed, what wil become of you, if you liue negle&ine of the diuine Ma- 
| icſty , you being among the people as were the Angels among other crea- 
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Secondly no puniſhment is more ſharply nor lawfully inflied then vpon Punishment of the 


the vngrateful, who deſerue that al theelements with their beſt forces ſhould 
conſpire inthe auengement of their offences, ſince they violate a law engra- 
ueg on this vruuerſe by the hand of nature, Their puniſhment is the ſa- 
critice of icalouſy, ſpoken of in Scripture, whereon neither oyle nor incenſe 
is powred : there is no more oyle of mercy to ſweeten their torments, no 
more incenſe of prayers to appeaſe Gods anger; nothing is there but thun- 
ders, lightnings , and vengeance, Now it appeareth that Noble men and 
great-ones , cannot depart from the ſeruice of God withour a deepe marke 
of ingratitude, for the bencfits which I haue touched before; and you theron 
wil neceſſarily inferre, they tranſcending others in condition, ſhould not 
in caſe of fayling or negle&, expe an equality of puniſhments. . God wil 
cal heauen and earth to their ludgement, and then ſpeake to them in the 
preſence of al creatures, with a voyce of thunder. Harken yee ( O you Princes 
of the earth) I madeyouas Eagles, I gaue you ſtrong wings to lift you vp 
to mount Libanus , and to extract pith fromthe Cedars. I aduanced you ir 
ſpirit, in iudgement, in courage, inriches, in reputation, in honour, aboue 
other men, 1 imprinted the rayes of my power vpon your fronts, to infuſe 
the regard of your perſons into the harts of the people, I held heauen, and 
earrh,men & beaſts in breath, to c6tribute to your authority & ſeruices.And 
you haue taken armes,employing al my treaſures to make warre againſt me, 
you haueliued,not as reaſonable men, but as brute beaſts, without God, with- 
out law, without cuer caſting your eyes to heauen, but to vomit out blaſphes 
mies in the face of it. If I haue pur power into your hand , you haue 
employed it in oprefling the weake: If iultice you haue peruerted the vie 


Y it, and made the ballance incline to thetiranny of your paſſions, Whar 


n ſuch an ingratitude expe? Ileaue the concluſionto your [clugs, ' 
In 


vngratefuf ſacrihce 
of 1calouſy, 


Non fundet oleum nee 
impenes thus, Num. $ 
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Exemplar crimes Tn the third place,ſecing the bad example of great men is moft perniciou 
deſerue exemplar xgthe inferiours , by the ſtrength of their authority ( which draweth thei 
PRE weake ſoules toaſeruile imitation ) God expreſly conterpoyzeth the inſy. 
lenceof their vices,by ſingular and remarkable puniſhments,to the end thax 
thoſe who are attracted by the luſtre of their fortune , may be affrighred by 
their falls. It is true, we are in this world as owles inthe night, our eyes be. # 
nummed & ſurcharged with terreſtrial humours, which hinder vs throughly | 
to penetrate this cloud of the diuine prouidence. Notwithſtanding , God 
darteth forth as it were out of theſe clouds certayne flaſhing ſparkes of 
- fire and light , romake you read in the puniſhment of ſo many il liuing 
great men, the vurelenting rigour of his 1uſtice, | | 
High ſteeples are not ſo often rent and defaced by the violence of thun. # 
der, as are Crownes and Diademes on the heads of wicked Princes with 
heauens chaſtiſements. Read ſacred and prophane Stories, what ſtrange 
puniſhments are there of great men? One ſheweth a _ to leap into heauen 
to plant his throne amang the ſtarres, yet God maketh him eate hay with 
beaſts, enforcing him to dye aliue not only ro honours and the nature of ut 
man, bur to lead a life in brutiſhneſle: This was Nabachodonozor. Another in | 
the very mideſt of the feruour of a feaſt, heareth the great clok ſtrike his 
hower , and ſeeth the hand ofa man on the wal drawing a dreadful ſentence 
againſt him : This was Balthazar. Another dyeth eaten vp with lice , az/* 
Herod, Another, loathſome with infections, as Antiochus, Another hanged on + 
atree, as Abſalon. Another on the gibbet which he had prepared for him|? 
whome be accounted for his ſlave , as Aman. Another dyethby his owne®” 
hand,not being able to find any other in the world more cruel then himſelfe, © 
as Nero, Another maketh himſelfe a ſepulcher with drunkenefle, as Alexander, 
Another is maſſacred inthe midſt of theSenate, as Ceſar, Another from the 
throne of the Roman Empire goeth to proſtrate to his foe, the Perſian, to be. 
come thereby a footitep for him to mount on horſe backe , as Valerian, = 
Another is caried about in a Cage , as Barazer. Another 1s ſtarucken with ® 
lightning , as Anaſtaſius. Another is ſlayne in his campe by a hand inuifible, 
as Iulian the Apoſtata, A great volumes might be made it one would com-#* ' 
pile al theſe mortalities ; they make Thearers to reſound and Tragedians* 
deplore, 4: 
Conſider ( O noble men) if inthis world good and 11 are giuen to vs asit 
Preteic figure huins WEE in pifture, ( ſince the figure of the world paſſerh away, ſayth the Apoſtle) and 
mundi, 2.Cor,7; fince God vſeth ſuch rough roddes to chaſtyſe the vices of great men , what # 
Sagirrg rue rrenſeir; wil that be inthe other world, The grrowes of chaftiſement doe preſently paſſe away, 
m—__—_ 7 go the voyce of thunder, the ſentence of iulgement shal goe like a wheele, and the executun © 
rei. Plal76.19. Shalhaueno end. If there happen vnto youaloſle of goods, it is an arrow that 
paſſeth; loſſe of children, an arrow that pofleth ; ſickneſſe, an arrow that 

paſleth; diſgrace, anarrow that paſſeth; temporaldeath, euena feathered. : 
arrow which doth nought els but paſſe away, Buteternal death is the thun-# 
derinthe wheele, which neuer paſſeth. To be drenched in a lake of ſulphur 
asa vicime of vengeance, ina fireenkindled withthe breath of Gods anger, Z 
to ſee nothing but diuels, to abide in nothing but torments, to ſuffer paynes| 
incuery ſenſe, to find hel in his owne conſcience; to haueno other life bur an# 

etcrnity of torments, is a thing to be feared aboue al things maſt dreadful. } 
Paul.Oros.1.r,c,o, Paulus Oroſics, in the hiſtory he dedicatedtoS. Auguſtine , obſerueth that theſ 
Chariets of Pha tracks of Pharaos chariots, after hisdeteſtable death remayned along tyme# 
£ao, vpon the ſands of the red ſea, to ſerue as an exemple for poſterity. Behold ®Z 
(© noble men) the blondy footſteps of ſo many and ſo many great-ones, 
who haue gone before you, whoſe ſpoylesare perhaps(as yet) inyour hands, 
State of world- their bodies in putrifaction, andtheir ſoules intorments! Reſemble not thoſe +1 
ling, © © Chatpillagetheſouldicrs of Semacherib , who ſtrucken with the m— S Fc 
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hand of heauen, fouad men of aſhes in golden armes ; they tooke the 

old , withour thinking ar al of the aſhes , which ſcattered by the wayes, 
Take good heed , how you ſuffer your ſclues to bedeceiued with the glim- 
mer of the honours of theſe il liuing great-ones , leaſt you be ſurpri- 
2d with their death , and cataſtrophe. The day of death wil come, be it 
ſooner or later , the poſt is on the way who bringeth the date hereof, 
If you haueliued 11, 2 thouſand terrours , athouſand trightful fantafies wil 
then beſiege your hart , altogeather drenched in the bitterneſle of death , 
A tumultuous army of thoughts ſhal ſtrike vp an alarum to your repo- 
ſe : ſome ſhal repreſent vnto you your goodly pallaces , many tymes cymen= 
red withthe bloud and ſwet of poore men, which you muſt forſake, and pay 
al in one grofſc ſumme ; other , al the goods which you ſhal haue inuaded 
either by violence or ſubrility, whereot you ſhal be ſtripr,and ſhal goe tothe 
judgement of God,deuoid of riches, and ſurcharged with accounts : other 
ſaldecipher vnto y ou the follies of your youth; other wil depaint vnto you 
the day of indgment, and hel, before you ſenſibly make proote of them, 
] he Lady which ſleepeth by by your ſides, and euer holdeth the fire and 
ſpurre in your harts , mouing you tonew violences & extorſions, to foment 
her pride and entertaine her pompoous vain-glory , ſhal leaue you then to 
wraſtle with death,and ſhal ſeeke the ſafety of her owne affaires. Your eldeſt 
ſonne, for whom you preſently pawne your ſoule to al injuſtice, and exhauſt 
your owne abiliticsas the {pidcr, to make him great, ſhal willingly out-= 
run the ſteps of death to clole your eyes, and ſcarcely ſhal there be found 
in the houſe ſome poore old woman to ſhrowd your body in a winding 
ſheer, to be pur into a coffin. 1n the meane while, the ſoule ſeparated from 


Deſperate deathly. 


= the body ſhal be preſented tothe judgement of God, to receiue the incuita« 
= ble ſentence. 


Alas ! doth henot ſleepealong and deadly fleepe, who 1s not awakened 
with the ſound of ſuch a trumper? F 


boy 


XI1.. REASON 


Taken from reward, 


Punishment and 
N Andient ſayd, that the two n_ powerful Deities of reward, Deities of 
Z Commonwealths, were puniſhment,and reward, Theſe li ke..*he Comowealth, 
[FB wiſe are the two baſes, andas it were the two fundamental Mikoetions ae thi 
\ V4 lawcs, vpon which God the Creatour hath eſtabliſhed the ,,, —— 
- policy of the Vniuerſe.As he is a ſeuere reuenger of offences, Þal, 144. ; 
fo he is molt liberal inrewards. The Scripture teacheth vs Iuſtice by weight, 


© thisin very remarkable tearmes,ſpeaking of the Iultice of God,and giues it rt) _ 


rae . . . *C 2 Pondus Or flatera iu- 
him in tri& meaſure whenthere is queſtion of chaſtiſement, as if it were an dicks Dental, is 


: | actediſproportionable to his nature, & his ordinary practiſe.But when he is in pondere indicii, ep 
| actually diſpoſed to pardona finne, to reward a good worke, to Crowne a inſtitiam in menſura, 


vertue, he powrerh out his graces as out ofa golden tounel, with a freeand P C ——— 28, 


p plenteons profuſion, For the ſame reaſon, the Propher Eſay ſayth: He meaſue Effundem de fivieu 
© reth the waters with his fiſt, and poyzeth the heauens with his palme ; that isto lay, he meo ſuper omen cate 
> giucth chaſtiſements and afli&tions, ſignified inthe Scripture by the waters, nem, 


with a ſparing and cloſe hand , but as concerning rewards repreſented by ve Qui _ 
has . . - 3 
the heauens, he powers them on al parts, with his ſacred and bounteous hads., - he : —_ &e 


ful L Fcarc not then ( O noble men) thatyou, hauing yowed a faithful ſeruice ,,, 
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to your great Maiſter ſhal be in any kind fruſtrated of the recompence, 
Mevcer mea meci eft, which he hath eſtabliſhed for his ſeruants. He hath alwayes the reward jg 
Apoc. 22, bis handes: Ifhe preſent on one ſide the ſword of Iuſtice to finners, on the 
other he extendeth vnto you the oline of peace & benignity, Figure to your 
{elues the great Emperour , bearing in his armes an Eagle with two heads, f'- 
& xzgw txaTig?. who in one bake beld a thunderbolt,& in the other a branch of Palme, with þ* 
_ this motto , Eucry one in his £g)me, God runneth the ſame courſe; it he hath Ef 
*  thunder-bolts to cruſh rebellious heads , he hath Palmes ro crowne the # 
faithful ſeruices which men of quality render ro him. And without ſpeaking # 
here of rewards ( O noble men ) common to you with others, it you be con, 
: ſtantly ranged in the way of vertue, you ſhal find that God wil liberally # 
giue you three things , which thoſe of your condition euer hold in great # 
eſteeme. And what are thoſe 2 A houſe competently rich, a ſolid glory, 4 
flouriſhing Poſterity , and how is that? Amongſt thoſe who enioy great for. # 
tunes , ſome build like Mothes , others like ſwallowes , the reſt like Hal. 
cyons. Thoſe build like Mothes who rayſe howlſes of iniuſtice and iniqui.} 
ty, whichin the ſame proportion as they arerearecd to the clowds, vnpercei. 2 

uably ſinke into hel, weare, waſt, and inthe. end quite vaniſh away, Thig}: 
is the goodly conſideration of holy Iob, ſpeaking of the Pallace of the wic.!. 

Tob. 27. 18. ked : He hath buiir his bouſe as the moath, And how doth ſhe build > With deſ. * 
+1 ns troying, You wil fay this little creature harboured in fome cloath, |! 
or old garment, maketh much a doe, he.gnaweth and gnaweth day and night, |: 
as endeauouring to build a lodging for himſclfe,and in gnawing diſcouereth':. 

himſelfe,the end of his trauel 1s his loſſe and nakednefle, O how diuine is} 

the Scripture, to repreſent ſo natiuely to vs the blindneſle of the great and 

Houſe of th richofthis world, who ſuppoſe they can make magnificent and happy houſes 
or tnc . | . © - . . . . . os 
| HRS without the toundation of the feare of God ! Alin doing this build as the” 
moath, that is to ſay in gnawing ; they haue plottes and defignes in the: 
Countrey,inthe Citry,in eucry placc,they haue ouerſeers,& architects; they! 
imploy the maſon, the carpenter , they rayſe houſes of pleaſure, they make 6; 
magazins fretted with gold and filuer , they buy , they purchaſe, they con-#* 

triuc in their imaginary braynes their rents and reucnues, and meafure!” 
al things with the ell of eternity .Notwithſtanding one would be amazed to: 

ſce thar althis goodly building of fortune, compoſed of iniuſtice , concuſ. 

ſions, and rapincs, cimented togeather with the ſweat and bloud of the}: 
poore, falleth by little & little into ruine ; and when this commeth into the Þ 
indgement of God, the foolish moath, who hath ſo gnawne to feed and 
couer himſclfe, tindeth himſclfe naked , hungry , aſhamed, and extreamly 


#3 


Three forts of 
great men make 
fortunes, 


miſcrable. Ty 
Houſe of ſwal- Thoſe build like ſwallowes, who alſo much labour to ere& houſes , but # 
lowcs, warh little ſucceſſe or fruit for poſterity. Swallowes after they haue wel # 


built in ſommer, forſake vs in Autumne, and leaue no other memory of them # 
but of morter,ſtraw,and dung: ſo,many Noble men ofttymes built pallaces * 
make huge purchaſes, and that with vnſpeakable induſtry,but beeaule they 
proceed thercin with ſiniſter and impure intentions , God ſuftreth nor their '; 
poſtcrity toenioy 1t.,We ſee houſes empry as ſwallowes neaſtes in Automne: * 
Somme men wil aske, who built this houſe. ? Anſwer wil be made, fuch aone, x 
a muſhrome of the Court , comming from nothing in one night, inal other? 
things faithleſſe to God and men , who hath not left any thing memorable ® 
behind him bur his vices; and thus al the fame of this man conſiſteth in! 

picking of ſtrawes,which are temporal riches {cattered heere and therc,and* 

in the dung of anil name, which he leaueth to poſterity. .Behold an ayme it! 
taken,tor the rayſing of fortunate buildings? Fi 

But as for you ( O vertuous Nobly men ) God permitteth you to build as 

Halcyons. How is that? Two notable properties are obſcrucd inthe nealt of Y ( 
tne: 7 
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the Ha!cyon. The firlt is, that the architecture of it is{oſtrong, ſodurable, 
ir can not be broken nor cut , cuen wit h the violent ſtroke of iron, The ſe. 
cond , that it is fo proportioned to the bird, as if it were ſowedto her body, 
in ſuch manner that no creature can therin be receiued but the archite& 
himſelfe, Iuſtly ; behold the conditions which God hath giuen to your 
houſes, when they are built vpon the feare of his holy name. They are ſtrong, 
of force , laſting againſt al the ſtrokes of fortune , nor is there any violence 
which can open them todeſtroy them, It is the infallible promiſe of God: 
The b.uſe of the wicked shal bedemolished , but the rabernacles of the inſt shal florich, Mo- oo : 
rcouer they haue a certayne benediction, which diſpofeth al things in good va 
order , the rule.of expence proportioned ta thequality of their perſons, the nabans. mY 
Occonomy ſage and prudent , inſuch ſort thatal things are mannaged there Prou, i, 11, 
with meaſure and compaſle , as in the Halcyous neſt : And as an Ancient 
Writer hath ſaid , order isthe world of worlds , which reteyneth al things 
intheyr luſtre, and vniterh then; with aſcame and laſting band, when once 
itis fixed inthe tamilies of great-ones, which happeneth by the meanes of 
piety where it alwayes produceth the ſameeffecas, whichit dothinthis great 
Vniuerſe. 

The ſecond reward, is the honour ſo much defired by noble ſpirits.1t falleth 
our , thatthe wicked are ſomtymes rayſed to the greatneile of the world, but 
they are therin as Comets , as {tarres of mud and earth, who taking a falſe 
Inſtre make ſhew fora tyme in the ayre of vanity ; and afterwards they 
are ſcattered, caſting peſtilence and poyſon into the foure quarters of the 
world. Onthe contrary , real Noble men, are like true ſtarres planted and 
enchaſed by the handof God, euen in the firmament of honour, tocnlighten 
an eternity. Their glory is fixed with nayles of adamant : Calumny may 
perhaps ſhake it, but neuer otherthrow it; yearyme it-ſelfe confefſeth, thar | 
there is neyther pincers nor hammer can worke this effe&, It is God, thar _ , .. REI 
promiſeth this: Wheſaeuer sbal glorify me , 1 wil glorify bin , and thoſe which deſpiſe D_ RR 
me, shal become ignoble, Hereupon iudge, how ſolid the honourof great men «wn : -——_ mooſe 
truely vertuous is , ſince it 1s faſtned to the honour of God himlſelfe, remnuns me ernus = 
who glorieth in honouring them. Athouſand and a thouſand Princes, and i9n*%ite-. 
phantaſtike great Ladies, haue galloped honour vpon the ful ſpeed, & wit Oo, FED 
adiſcompoſed ſpirit haue inuented imaginary formes tofind credit and ad- pywnours, © © 
miration inthe harts of men. Some haue cauſed mountaynes and rocks tobe 
cut torayle ſtatues to themſelues , as Semyramis. Others haue taken crowes, 
parrats, and other birds, counterfaiting humane ſpeech , and haue taught 
themaleſſon, which wasto ſalute them as Gods , afterward enfranchizing : 
them for the openficld , hane ſent them into the ayre to cary theſe ſaluta. 
tions, and impreſſe in the-minds of men, a falſe idea of their diuinity : ſo did 
P/apho. 

4 haue taken the figures of Eagles, Lyons, and Serpents, as certayne 
Kings of AEgypt) to ſtrike aterrourinto the ſoules of mortal men: others 
haueleft medailles, triumphant arches , Coloſſuſes, goodly pallaces, Thea. 
ters, Amphitheaters , as the Romane Emperours : others haue placed them. 
ſclues openly vpon Altars , as Caligula , who et the figure of his owne head 
vponthe ſtatue of Iupiter, Poſterity hathexploded althis, thetymes haue de- 
rided it , obliuion hath ſwallowed al of them; or if it hathnor ſerit biting 
tooth therin, ithath been for no other cauſe , but toleaue them ro a hateful 
and deteſtable memory , a thouſand tymes worſe then forgetfulnefle, Much 
otherwiſe great men that builttheir fortunes vpon the foundations ofthe 
feare of God , from ſmal and feeble beginnings haue come toſo higha pitch, 
that they haue repleniſhed al tongues with their praiſes, al harts with their 
admiration, al Ages with the monuments of their glory. For it 15 God alone 
that cauſeth mento take aymes of true and ſolid Sr” , and who witha 
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puifſant arme daſheth and ouerwhelmeth thoſe ſpirits, which ſuffer them. | 
ſelues to be tranſported with the torrent of vanity , courting ayrie {mokey, 
empty apparences , and flying clowdes ,; whereby they produce monſters 
inſteed of deſcrued honour ſeared fayrely vpon the firme rock of conſtancy, i 
God hath'in ſuch wiſe ſhewed hiimſelfe to haue greatneſle in his owne hands, Þ* 
that extraRing men from the dregs and froth of theearth, he hath made Z 
them mount ſo high, that ofrentymes [mperial heads, radiantly glittering 
with rubies and Diamonds haue bowed vnder the aſhes ofa poore fiſher man, EF 
And who ſeethnot, that the true and only meane to enter into the poſſeſſion 
of honour, is ſtraightly to vnite ones ſelte with this diuine Mateſty , from 
whence on man refle&al the luſtrous rayes of grearneſſe? 4) 
For a third reward , this ſoucraigne Mouer and archite& of our liues and # 


fortunes, doth propagate alſorhe glory of Fathers to theyr children, and 


giueth them a flouriſhing poſterity , which makes them eternally liue in the Þ 
memory of men, by the moſt liuely images of theyr vertues. It is often ob. # 
ſcrued that Noble men, who haueeſtabhſhed tyranny in the world , have + 
neyther been fruitful nor fortunate in theyr poſterity; and as nature is ſcanty # 
in the propagation of wolues deſigned for ſpoyle , which otherwiſc would = 
bring althe world into deſolation ; ſo almighty God by a ſccret economy | 
of his diuine prouidence, permitteth not that great men ( who haue made #7 
themſclues diſturbers of publike peace , and intringers of lawes both diuine 2 
and humane, whereof they ought tobe protecours ) ſhould make the bru- 7 
tiſhneſſe of theyr ſauage ſoules to ſuruiue them in theyr poſteriry, Bur as for |: 
thoſe who arc arranged inthe liſt offanirty and modeſty , God hath ( as it | 


were ) immortalizedtheyrbloud intheyr poſterity, as we ſee it happen in © 


worthy and illuſtrious tamilies, But to what valew amounteth al this, which 
T haue ſaid, in compariſon of that Crowne of glory which God placcth on ®: 
the heads of Noble men, inthe other life, whenthey haue vertuouſly gouer- # 


ned, in this mortal nſanſion ? O what a braue death it is to dyc vnder the ” 


ſhadow of the Palmes of ſo many heroical vertues! O , it is the deathof a ® 
Phenix, to dic inthe odoures of a holy conuerſation, to change his a ſepulcher Þ 
into a.cradle, and euen draw life out of the Tombe ! Oh what an immorta. 
lity it is, to ſuruiue cternally in the mouths of men, but much more to liue 
in heauen, enioying the knowledge,loue,lite,and felicity of God!O Nobles, 
betakeyourſelues betymes and in a good hower , tothe way of this Temple # 
of honour, by the exerciſe of holy vertues, which are like Elias chariot , al © 
flaming with glory , to cary your purified ſoules cuen to the height of the 


Empyrcal heauen, 
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Faintneſſe and weakneſle of faith, ; 
eAgainſt Atheiſts, EY” 


AVING ſufficiently proued the obligations which 
, great-ones and men of quality haue to perfeRion, let vs 
& now ſce the hindrances which may ſtop rhe increaſe 
ES thereof ,as wel to take from them al pretext of falſe liber. 
P ty as todenotethe confuſions, very frequent inthe corrup- 


the ſe of Cain, Theſe two brothers began to contend together 
—_— cradle, as Iacob and Eſ«u inthe belly of Rebecca, Abel had a 
ſoule impreſſed with a good ſtamp, religious , docile, pure, perpetually 
fixed in the chaſt apprehenſions of the Diuinity, Cain quite contrary, an Im- 
pious ſoule , greatly infected with the ſerpents breath , black , variable, 


is brother, Procopius calleth him the ſonne of the carth , becauſe 
: — creature —— looked downward, hauing already as 
= itwereburicd inthe tomb of obliuionthe lights and knowledges of heauen, 
From thence proceeded the irreuerence of his vnbridled ſpirit, his wicked 
ſacrifices, his enuy againſt his brother,afterward his tury, —— bloud, 
and laſtly a deluge of calamities. The only example of his difaſter _ 
ſuffice to terrify thoſe, who following him in his 1mpiety make them clues 
; vndoubtedly the companions of his misfortune:but m_ —_— is Mg” 
| A y 
[ 


Two ſe4s of mers 


ing 1 101 dence, He verily is Fern. ſerm. 245 i 
waucring in fayth, and inthe vertue of rhe diuine prouidence, He y fe 


the father of Atheiſts, and S. Bernard hath properly ſaid, he killed faith before —_ Famer a8 


Procop, in Geneh 
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we proceed hercin by diſcourſe and reaſon,] obſerue the cauſes, and remediey | 
Three ſorts of con- of this infidelity. Faintneſle and debility in fayth, and conſequently atheif. j 
ſcieces from which ,is formed in z. ſorts of conſciences, to wit the criminal, the brutiſh, the 
PR 4 "S* curious. Atheiſme proccedeth trom a criminal conſcience , when a ſoule 
findeth it-ſelfe inuolued in a long web of crimes , and as it were ouerwhel. 
Horrible ſtate of a med in the habits of ſinne, In the means tyme God doth inwardly torture, 
fiaful conſcience, prick forward , and ſcourge it, and thenal bloudy and vicerous as 1t is, nor 
able longer to remayme within it-ſelfe , but taſting ſo many diſturbances in 
it's proper manſion, it ſcarcheth cualious and ſtarting-holes, expatiateth in 
the pleaſures and deligl:ts ot the world , todiflolue her many griefes,and fin- 
deth in cuery thing her gnawing worme. She looketh backe vponthe path of 
vertue, which ſhe hath eyther torſaken or nener trodden , as an impoflible 
tracke, the ſpirit of lyes repreſenting icvnto her al paued with thornes and | 
bryers:ſhe rcentrethinto herſclfe, and ſayth in her hart , char chere is none but 
God who afflitteth her, and that neceſſarily she muſt free herſelfe from him ; for our felicities 
are meaſured by the ell of our opinion, and no man is miſerable but he that apprebendeth bis 
owne vubappyneſſe. Then ſoothing herſelfe with theſe humane diſcourſes, ſhe 
herein much laboureth to acquite herſclfe trom God , from the belicfe of 
indgement,of hel,and the immortality of the ſoyle.Notwithſtanding ſhe can. 
not , ( albeir theſe wicked ſpirits haug ſcoffed at the myſteries of Religion 
with their companions , as if they would put on a bold forhead, and ar im. 
pudence ſtrong enongh to endure aſtrokeſodreadtul ) but contend againſt 
the eſſence of God, Care findeth them in their bed , and is pinned to their 
ſilken curtaynes, the thoughts of aDiuinity , which they ſuppoſed to haue 
#, bj Dew mneime. ©Orally banniſhed from their harts in pleaſures , vpon the leaſt afliftions 
eur, nif{ hi noneft2 TELurne , and make themſelues felt with very plercing points , which head. 
Tert, depreſcr. 41, long throw them into diſpayre. The Prophet Eſay hath diuinely prophecied 
Ponam eam poſſeſii- of {uch a ſoulc: 1 wil make her the inheritance and poſſeſion of hedgehogs. Verily the 
a: _ miſctable caytiue hatcheth in herentrayles a thouſand litle hedgehogs, which 
al. 14.3, <2 a , 
as they encreaſe,make their pricks anddartes multiply athouſand gnawings, 
a thouſand apprehenſions, as vncapable of repoſe as apt to afilict a con- 
 Conditionof Nero ſcjence, 

Such hererofore was the ſtate of Nere: for this barbarous monſter , who 
ſo often had dipped his hand in bloud , ſought out a bath of delights to bath 
himſelfe in ; he ran vp. and downe to pry intoal theinuentions of the plea- 
ſures of the world, torid himſclte from the arrow , which he had in his hart, 
and todiſpoylc himſelte for cuer of an opinion of the Diuinity, This was a 
matter for him impoſſible. When he was at feaſts, ſports, or Theatres , the 
apprehenſion of God ſtung his hart asa bee , andthere left the ſting. If he 
flept vponroſes , the ſhadowes of dead men, approached to his downy bed 
to require an account of their bloud. He ſcoffed at religion, and feared it; 
one while he diſpiſed ſacred things , and at another tyme they made him 
tremble with horrour, He ſought out waters of expiation to waſh his ſinnes, 
and neuer opened hiseyes tothoſe which S. Peter and S. Paul preſented to 
him, His ſoule was torne with pincers within it-ſelfe, as on a perpetual ſcaf- 
fold of exquiſit torments : whenit would iſſue our of it-ſelfe, it was like a 
wild colt courſed and chaced by men and beaſts; or as a bnl ſtung with a 
gad-fly , who fayne wouldrun from himſelte , yet ſtil findeth himſclfe with 
Brutish conſcience, himſelfe, Iudge (O Atheiſts) whar alife this 15? 

Clem, Alex.pedag. The ſecond cauſe of Atheiſme is the ſenſual loue of fauours , pleaſures, 
Plotin, apud philo, eaſe, and delightsof the word, which oftentymes degenerate into the mcer 
by Ga of brutiſhnes of a ſoule which leepeth in fat andgreaſe , ſointricated and 
« bet confounded in earth, that it looſethal knowledge of Heauen, Clemens Alexan- 
Sptivas. drmus (aith , that it happeneth to ſoules, which are great louers of ſenſual 
pleaſures,to engroſle and thickenthemſclues, in ſuch fort that as Plorinus very 

learnedly 
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learnedly writeth , they liue not but as a plant. Theſe ſpirits are much incli- Irrewevens & infrid 
ed to Athciſine, foras the Wiſeman obſerueth , afrer the concupilcences of _ —_ 
G eth ynbrideled jrreuerence, which ſerueth as a harbinger =: 236. 
the belly , comm OTST 0 farts rohim) Leuitic, 1, 46, 
to impiety. Gad deſired not thatin oftering a bird ( as a ſacrificevn Pe fienlam garravis 
the gorge ihould be preſented, which is the little magazin of the meat, but proiicies in lace quo | 
ommanded to calt ir into the athes : which 1s to aeclare to vs , that carnal cn En 
per are moſt vncapable of celeftialthings , and very fit to be dragged to ave. = FER 
the dunghil and aſh-heap. The morethey are attected to m— _ , {o; anerun cor ſun 
muchthe more , yea euen in deep draughts , they drink downe the forget- ,z;,; ſunt mes, 
fulneſſc of heaucnly things. Al thoſe ſay with Eſau: To what vſe wil this Genel, * 
oodly prerogatiue of primogeniture ſerue me ? this title of the children a " v4 proderune 
* G 9. this happineſle of furure life? If there be no ſenſual pleaſures nor Aa 
——_ contentments inheauen, I wil haue none. They become the true als 
ciplesof Mahomer , who in his Alcoran deſcribing the Turkes Paradiſe, pla- Alcor, Aazoara, 
ccththere good water , g00d fruits, rings » Carcaners , ſilken tapeſtry han- 
gings , and ſuch like, Al rhele things they would entoy but the water, which 
they willingly would change into wine, What {wine arc thele, 2 = OR 
The third cauſe, if not ot formal Atheiſme, atthe leaſt of weaknefſe and urious confcicee, 
faintneſſe in matter of faith, is whena ſoule wil proceed:in matters of Reli. . 
gioa by politike and humane wayes, and ſuffer it-{clte greatly to be plea- 
ſed with curioſity , which inceſſantly mouethir to draw the curtayne of holy 
myſteries, tO enlighten them withthe tarch of reaſon, and tobehold althat 
paſleth there, Such ſpirits are nof {o maligne nor ſtupid as the firſt and 
ſccond, notwithſtanding they are weak and very 1gnorant , ſince they fayle 
5n the firſt rule of wiſdome , which diſcouererh to ys thar it is an abſolute 
folly of adiſcompoled iudgement, to be dcfirous to meaſure things diuineby 
therule of ſenſe and humane experience, They turmoyle themſelues, and 
þate like a hawk vpon the perch, and often ſay in their hart, that which —_ 
theApoſtle S. Perer obſerueth inthe perſon of infidels ; Where are theſe promiſes? at . 3.4 - ae 
Where is the comming of the Sonne of Gud ? See you net that tymes rewelue » men come and env ce Es 
goe al things baue their ordinary courſe; and we muſt expect noother miracle? They ima: dermierunt pairer, 
gine thar al the counſels of heanen ſhould turne and roule accordingto omniz perſeuerans ab 
the proiects of their vnderſtanding, and that if God had his eye open , ( 45 inizio creature, 
itis ſayd ) vpon the ceconomy of the world , both this and thar would UCc- 
ceed as they hauecontriued inthey feeble brayne, whichis a grear illuſion, 
Such kind of men would willingly ſpeake with ſpirits, to heare them tel 
tales of the other life, they would know (as S. lohn Chryſoſtome ſayth ) what 
habit , what cloathing the Sonne of man weareth couercd ynderthe ſpecies 
of theSacrament, how the Angels are formed , of what colour the diuels 
are , nothing would pleaſethem better thentotalke with one really poſlel- 
ſed, to know things furure , to diuulge predictions, to behold prodigies 
and miracles, Brictly it ſeemeth they haue no other purpoſe bur to belieue 
in God, by the diuel., Such —_ — are =—_ exorbitant and vns 
reaſons which I wil preſently produce, | 
EE ng {oules ) —- betake your (clues ro this way ſee _ to ſettle 7 
younor, that by this meanes you pul our the two eyes , which God hath Impicus 
placed within your ſoules , which are asthe ſunne and moone in the firma- ul: carbintsdn. 
ment, to wit , theeye of fayth, and that of natural prudence, You ſeeme eyes, 
to your {clues ſharp and cleare-ſighted , and are more blind then moles, 
For tel me, for as muchas concerueth thelight of nature, canthere be found 
afolly more groſſe and abſurd , then to behold men ( who are borne and 
bredin Chriſtianity asin their proper element, after a thouſand and a thous 
ſand witneſſes of the truth of their Religion , which euen the very marbles 
doeſpeake, and ſtones proclayme) to make themſelues ſowile, and able, as 
to feeke out other proofes , then thoſe which haue wonne worlds to the 
F 3 Ghoſpele 


ATE 
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An ynworthy way Ghoſpel?You would haue a God,that ſhould giue you new fignes & tokens, 
to recatewith God. 1 firme you in fayth ; a God which ſerwlely wil be  captiuated to 
| '_ pleaſethericklings of your curiofity : Senſclefle men as youare, this were 
Inſuſpicabilic ſecret, Not to hauea God , but a lame Idol, Are you not very. blockiſh to trear 
rexerendeque maieſta- with God much more wickedly then one would doe with a meane man? If 
bis cognizio eft, dewm you had paſſed your word to two freinds, you would prayſe him with al 
nm ftreeneſſe, that ſhould reſt ſatified therewith , and would condemne the 
CEnSeaL ns, | other whom you ſhould find ſearful, inconſtant, and cuer vpon miſtruſt, 
| | yet would - you that God ſhould fauour your infidelity by extraordinary 
Curiofity danoe- Wayes ? What apparancy is there for this ? Al curioſity 1s damnable , ir is 
y dange - : . 3 
rous. Curiofcas An vicer that cuer itcheth, and which without ceaſing 1s iterated by con« 
rewm efficit nonperith, tinual ſcratching, it is a horſeleech which drawethout al the bad bloud, and 
S. Zeno. Serm, 2.4de f11eth til it burſt, It is a mag-py,a byting worme, which taketh men by the 
= gener,  eares as wel as dogges, But aboue al it 1s moſt pernicions in matrer of 
ryſ. de fato x | — "_Y [li f the FE 

PEaTvtON eTvVoEty Religion. Sixtus an ancient Authour, citedin the Bibliotheke of the Fathers, 
Kaas tera kaxs hath ſpoken a thing very remarkable : When a man ſpeaketh of God , yea with a 
Sixtus in Biblioth, periry , we muſt alwayes therin proceed reſeruedly ; as it we trod vpon thornes, It were 
=P. De deoetie wr berter , ( ſayth S. Joby Chryſoſtome ) not ro know him , then to know bim i, 
_—_— Heſychius teacheth vs one muſt aproach to him as to fire ; too great 


Heſychius in leut- 
tic, | a diſtance maketh vs quake with cold , arid ouer neere approaches 


burne vs, X 
Peruerfe procee- Secondly iudge , whether any body would not ſay, 1t were a great weak- 
ding of the wicked. nee of vnderſtanding to be defirous to proceed in matter of Religion by 
ſuch knowledges , as are common with brute beaſts , and forſake thoſe 
of men ? And yet this is it which- you doe, when leauing the eye of 
vnderſtanding , and the light of a re&ified judgement, (which God hath 
giuen man by priuiledge of excellency ) you wil heare, ſee, and touch, beg. 
gingatruth from brutiſh ſenſe, which is abſolutly to rayſe them abouetheir 
reach, See you not how the moone, by her interpoſition eclypſcth the 
Sunne, and when you in matter of fayth interpoſe ſenſe , you obſcure the 
light of judgement ( the true ſunne of your ſoule) which diQateth to you, 
thatitis athing moſt reaſonable the creature ſhould ſubmit himſelfe tothe 
Ccteatour ; that it carefully keep it-ſelfe from daring to comprehend him in 
the vniuerſality of his nature , and ſhut vpthis vaſt Occan, in alitle cockle. 
ſhel. It isa pittiful thing to heare , that theſe curious ſpirits ſhould ſuffer 
themſclues tobe ſurprized by a quackſaluing impoſtour, who caſteth miſts 
afore their eyes by force of deluſions, and to contend with God who giuerh 
| them as many obligations and aſſurances of his promiles, as there are 
Deus tot & tantis 9- letters in the Scripture, This is not only to crack the eye-ſtring of a 
+ rg cavet , © reaſonable indgement , but alſo to pul out the eye of fayth , al pure 
—_ = "and celeſtial as ir is. You demand proofes of your Religion ( fran- 
53-574 he . - 
| tike man ) looke back vpon the birth , the progrefle, and ſtare of 
Apocal. 13; the Church. This is the great ſigne, the Lady cloathed with the Sun, 
which one cannot be ignorant of without a prodigious blindneſle, 
Invincible proofs Admit it were nothing to haue for proofe ſo great , fo vniuer- 
vf piety, ſal , ſo conſtant conſent of al the Prophets to preſage many Ages 
before the effe& , birth , life , death of the Meſſias , the eſtabliſh. 
ment of the Church , the conuerſion of the Gentils , ſo determinatly and 
puncually , that cuen the moſt diabolical ſpirits, who had from al 
tymes theſe ſcriptures in their hands , ſeeing this conſequently to hap- 
pen which ſucceeded in the economy of Chriltianity , were enforced 
to yeald to truth, . 

That it were nothing to haue ſcene through al Ages, a thouſand and 2 
thouſand miracles, in heauen, in earth , on the ſea done in confirmation of 
Chriſtianity , inthe ſight of rhe moſt witty and malicious, who bent altheir 
HY | endeauour 
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1. OBSTACLE. WE AKNESSE OF FAITH, NF 


endeauour to cenſure , reic&, and contradict them. Notwitftanding , the 

euidence was ſo palpable, ſo ſtrong, ſo inuincible , that Tyrants, yea the 

moſt enraged bloudy executioners conuinced with the prootes thereof, 

let fal rti.c {fword, which they had taken in their hand, for the ſlaughter of 
Martyrs,and ſtretched out their necks to the perſecutours to be beheaded, 

That it were nothing ; to tel-what a good Authour vpon account taken hath 
obſcrued.that there bath been elcuen millions of Martyrs of al ſexes, ages & 
conditions, who haue ſealed the Religion which we profeſſe by effuſion of 

their bloud,and in this liſt an infinite number of perſons of cminent quality, 

who conliderately proceeded in the leaſt occaſions,that haue abandoned the 

eaſctul accommodations of their fortunes, their eſtates,dignities, yea their 

ſcepters and diademes, to deliuer as a prey to moſt enormous and exqui= 

ſite torments a moſt pretious lite which they might haue led in honour, in 
reputation according to the world, in pleaſures, in delights, in wonders, 

That it were nothing to ſay, that atter perſecutions there {prong VP an 

infinity of brane ſpirits, intelligent , cleare-ſighted , furniſhed , with at 

ſorts of humane knowledges , as the Iuſtins, Tertullians , Cypriars , Augye 

ſtmes , and ſo many other of the ſame profeſſion, who after they had ſe. 

riouſly and iudiciouſly examined the ſtare of Chriſtianity ? haue imbra- 

ced it , profeſſed it, defendedit , ſome with their pen, ſome with ſwear, 

and ſome with their bloud. The heauens are nor enameled with ſo man 

ſtarres, as the Church hath had great men, the prodigies and 11 ghtes of the 

world , who by their learned writings haue illuſtrated the verities of our 

religion, I leaue you to think , it among ſo many great Sunnes , which 

haue garniſhed heauen and earth with brightneſle, one ſhould behold a 
ridiculous reeremouſe to creep out of a hole, and ſay it is not day, and 

that al theſe ſunnes arc but darkneſle, whether he deſerue not to be burn, 

and ſtampt ro powder ? That al this which I haue ſaid ( being very 

ſtrong and ſpecious ) enter not into the li of account : what may One Great forge "RO 
anſwer to two things, which are yery eminent in Chriſtianity, the con- pointes, | 
ſideration whereof is of power to ſettle the moſt waucring ſpirit, to wit, 

the marucilous proceeding which hath been held in the eſtabliſhment of 

our religion, and the moſt pure ſanctity of the dorine thereof ? What is 

there humane in this law, which is eſtabliſhed againſt al humane wayes, 

by aſucceſſe ſo ſtrange and admirable thar it engulterh al ſpirits in wonder? 

Where were in theſe beginnings eloquence, fauour of Princes , their reue- Efablithmene of 
nues , their eſtate, theirarmes, their ſoldiers? Where were the promiſes - the Church, 

r, reputation , dignity ? Where were the mouing allurements 0 : 
ray —_ al that which vicrh to feed and foment ſees? From whence — utenr 
commeth it , that the Church alone hath increaſed vnder tempeſtuous ſtor. riſe corewera eff __ 
mes , in perſecutions, in the ſlaughters of zoo, yeares, during which tyme drlitarillecebra eft 
there was no engine , which hel vied not, no torment which the diuel in. /##<,plwre ef ficimwe 
vented not, no inuentions which the great-ones of the earth with GIF rgraagerg hes 
hand conſpiring executed not? Altheplaiſtered prerending ſees, which (1,9, 
hane ſeemed deſirous to take this way,are quite vaniſhed: From whence it Hier. invita Mata, 
commeth to paſſe, that the Church alone hath mainteined it-ſelfe in a Tert,in Apol.c,zay 
bloudy tempeſt of 3. Ages, inthe contradiction of a thouſand ſees: From 
whence it proceedeth that the cruely of Tyrants hath ſerued for encou- 
ragernent to the faithful , and the bloud of Martyrs for ſeed to poſte- 
riry. Where can a religion be found which with ſuch innocency and 
purity of life, ſuch humility , ſolidity, ſanity, and which is more , with 
the armes of diſgraces , pouerty, deſpicable contempt , auſterity and tor. 
ments, hath changed the eſtate and face of the world , hath planted the 
Croſle inthe capital Citty of the Empire,aboue the thunder-bearing Ea wa 
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5&5 THE HOLY COVRT Part.t. Lib.2. 
ofthe Emperours , and the aſhes of a poore fiſherman maſſacred for thig 
law,aboue the Diademes of Kings? | 

What would the ancient Ceſars ſay , if they roſe againe from their gra. 
ues, to behold in Kome where al the Monarchies were eſtabliſhed and 
incorporated , where al the dcuils and turies were cantonnized, as in their 
laſt and ſtrongeſt fortrefle ; in Rome from whence came al the fulmina.' 
ting thunders and bloudy Edicts againſt Chriſtians, where the ſword of 
perſecution was ſharpned ro reape a harueſt of heads , where was a 
Pantheon , the magazin of al their falſe Deities , to ſee there the ſtate 
of the ſupreme Biſhop of Chriſtians , to ſee there a Church erected to 
Peter the fiſherman , much more magnificent then euer was the- Pax. 
theen ? Say humane wiſdome if the Saviovs of the world at the 
age of twelue yeares , when he began publikcely tro teſtify he was 
come to redeeme the Kingdome of his Father trom violent and vn- 
juſt vſurpers , had asked counſel of you touching the proceedings 
which ought to be held in this buſineſſe , what had you aduiſed him 
Had you not demanded” of him where are your treaſures ? Haue you 
not inexhauſtible riches, to oppoſe an Empyre , which hath a hundred 
and fifty millions of reuenew ? No, I pretend to haue no other riches 
but pouerty. Haue you ſome fiue hundred thouſand men in pay, for ten 
yeares to maintayne one army in Nilus , another on Exphrates , one in 
Rhene , another on the Ocean , another with in the entrayles of the 
Romane Empire? No, I purpoſe not to leuy for execution of this deſigne 
bur twelue poore men, ſeataring men , without ſtrength , without indu. 
ſtry, armes, or ſo much as a ſtaffe, Haue you a thouſand brane Ora. 
tours , men of great learning , eminent eloquence, who wil endeauour 
by the charmes of their lowing tongues to attract the people and dif. 
poſe them to their wils 2 No, I haue none but fimple, ignorant people, 
ideqts , that goe out to preach the Croſſe, What would you haue 
ſaxd therevypon ? O folly , how doe you think to come to honour by 
ignominy , to riches by pouerty, to greatnefſe by the infam ous puniſh. 
ment of the Croſle, to immortality by a bloudy death? And yct behold 
it is done. What ſay you ? 1s there in al this procefle any thing that 
is humane 2 Muſt we ſearch out other miracles for contirmation of 
faith? 

Adde herevnto , that the deuils craftily counterfeited wiſdome; 
power, force , by deceitful, violent, and brutiſh wayes , but neuer could 
they conſtantly feine humility , patience, purity , ſanctity. Secs which 
haue taken this diſſembled maske , haue not been able long tyme to 
keep it, they al haue ſhiuered , and broken with pride , preſumption, 
priuate and publike impurities , with ordures of execrable ſacriled- 
ges, The ſpirit only of Chriſtianity hath alwaies appeared as a true 
ſpirit of piety, humility , paticnce, charity, continency , chaſtity, man. 
ſuerude, contempt of the world, vertues ſo noble, ſo elate, ſo heroike, that 
the life alone of a Chriſtian being with conformity directed fairly to the 
doctrine of our Saviov, 1s a perpetual miracle, able to conuert worlds, 
Al that, which the great Philoſophers of this vniuerſe , couldnot attaine 
with the flight of their feathers , the Chriſtian toucheth with his hand, 
he hath demonſtrated more in his workes , then they haue ſaid in their 
bookes ; they haue buile Commonwealths on paper , and our religion 
hath rayſed Monarchies of real vertues. And if the wicked who ſtag- 
ger in their belicfe had addi&ted themſelues to the excrciſe of good 
workes , neuer would infidelity haue made prey vpon their vnderſtan- 
dings , but for that they ſuffred themſclues to be tranſported with the 
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1. OBSTACLE. WEAKNESSE OF FAITH, 57 
ouerflow of pride, preſumprion, curioſity, of toyes, vanitics,and carnal ſen- 
ſaatities of the world , God in uſt vengeance ſutfreththem to fal into are- 
e ſenſe. | 
Pooh loft ſoule , which giueſt way ro this faintnefſſe and remiſl. 
neſle in thy reli1g10n, conſider alitle acrentiuely al that I hauec ſaid heer- 
vpon. And if truth content thee not , thou maiſt wel hereafter expect the 
lot of Cain, the abſence from the face of God, perpetually frightful anxiety, 
rerrours and menaces from heauen,the indignation of the Soueraigne Tudge, 
the hatred of men, the il ſucceſſe of thy affaires, extraordinary maladies, 
geſolation, the life of a ſad howling wolte , atragike death , and dercRtation 
of thy poſterity. : R 
Euen Artheitts amongſt the confufions of Paganiſme haue ſeldome or 
neuer found aſſurance therein : ſome haue been ſacrificed to flames, as Dia- Diog. laere. 
goras. ; others eaten vp with lice, as Pherecydes ; others deuoured by dogs Paulus Diac.h1g; 
25 Lucian ; others thunderſhot in a bath , and turned to aſhes in the 
rwinkling of an eye , as Olympins ; others haue ſodainly loft humane ſpeach, 
2nd haue bellowed like buls,and in this roaring haue yealded vp their ſou- 
les . as Simon Thxuau a wicked pedant in the yeare 1201, others hauc Polydor. I. 5; 
burſt in pieces in an infamous priuy , infe&ing the finkes and publike 
ſewers , with their ſoules ( much more ſtinking ) as did rhe wicked 
4144s ; others haue loſt their ſcepter and eyes, as a King of the Bulga- 
rians; who was depriucd and blinded by his own father Trebellizs, as ſoone Sabell. . 6, 
as hc retorned from a Monaſtery , where he had retyred himſelfe , with Lun, 85. 
armed power'to chaſtice the Atheiſme of his ſonne. We are not yet in an 
Age ſo caytite , where braue, and couragious Magiltrates are wanting to 
bridle the impudency of thoſe , who would aduance theſe deteſtable 
Maximes of impicty, We haue ſcen in freſh memory , the Decrec of thar 
great and illuſtrious Par)iament of Pazis bat condemned to the fire the 
Authours of ſuch abominarions , /\whiCh powerfully ſtayed the violent 
courſe of black and beaſtly impieties, thar diſpred themſelues vnder the 
maske of goodneſſe; which ſhewed an heroike zeale both of the glory 
-of God, and general integrity and maintcnance of Jawes, for which God 
hath reſerued to them a crowne of immortality, This Decree hath been 
Attended with fauours from heauen, which euen in an inftant hath ſweet- 
ned notably theſe punishments , and inuited the bleſſings of al good men, 
that haue with thankes-giuing lifted their hands to heauen, We had ſeen 
2 little before the aſhcs of ſome to fly inthe wind, perhapsinto the eyes of 
thoſe which imitate them in their doErine. It they expect any other argu- 
ments, it wilappeare their phrenſy would haue no other remedies , but the 
ſearing iron, and fyre. ; : | oY 
As for other Catholikes who belieue as the faithful , and live as Picus Mr. wp 
infidels, pronuncing 1ssvs CnR1ST with their mouth, and renouncing mls mens ton 
him with they hands; I pray them to ponder a ſaying ot one of the areſt Leaem ſenguis 
wits whichthe world hath along tyme had (it 15 Picus Mirandula ) expreſſed Mariyrum clams, 
by him in theſe wordes to his nephew: 1t is 4 prodigious folly , not to belieue the _——_— 
Ghoſpel , the truth whereof is ſealed with the bloud of Martyrs innumerable , teſtified by the = 
Apoſtles , proued by miracles , confirmed by reaſon, publ'shed and declared by the ele- cements loquuniue, | 
ments and creatures inſenſible , confeſſed euen by the Diuels : But it 1s 4 much more noro- demones con fitcutur 
110us folly , nov todoubt at al of the verity of the Ghoſpel which one profeſſsth , and yet to —_ M4167 _ 
tive, as if he made no queſtion of the falſity thereof. _ —_ 4 
agg gely non dubites , Via 
What a mockery it is, to carry the name of a poore SAVIOVR,and cn que de 
to burne with cnraged auarice? of an humble Saviovs, and ſuffer tins falſitate now dhe 
himſclfe to be expoſed to tempeſtuous windes of exhorbitant ambij.. #ares, 


tion , which breatheth nothing but breaches and ſhipwracks. 2 of One GG 


© & crucifixed SAv1ovR , and to liuc in amaſle of flesh, wholly effemi- 


nated 


i - THE HOLY COVRT. Pat.1.lib.-: 


nated with delights and curioſities , euen to the making their ſpit. 
tings toſwimme in gold? of a mecke Sauiour, and to carry vnder the namy 
of a Chriſtian a Gorgons eye , the anger of an Aſpicke , the hart of , 
Tyger, a ſoule ful of reuenges, of gal, of bloud, of Monſters, of beaſtly 
| Salui3.4-de guber, brutiſhnefle ? O God, what Chriſtianity is this | Saluizanus ſpeaketh a worg® 
—_— very remarkable : We cannot finue without making our ſclues culpable of ſpin? 
\ +2 ame*g ty tnal treaſon in the bigheſt degree , the ſinnes of Chriſtians are ſacriledges , the na 
ds et. Atrocius ſub Which they beare condenmeth their life , without any other forme of proceſſe, The, 
fan#i nominis profeſ} colds of the north , this ycinefle which ſome Catholikes ſhew in their 
fone peccamus. Ipſe beliefe, is greatly ſcandalous and preiudicial to verity : becauſe the mic 
errores neftros religis elieuing which ſee them liue in ſuch exorbitancy , cannot perſwadeſ 
jcear tg refuemur  themſelues they firmly bcelieue the Ghoſpel which they profeſle , bi 
that al their religion is bur an, exteriour countenance , and *tather ay 
idle amuzement of wordes, then a true lift of vertue. This bringeth a hor. 
rible preiudice into the Church of God, which ſhould euenrent our harts 
if we yet retayned one only veyne of that noble bloud the Martyr, 
"I PORE profuſely ſpent for the defence of the truth. The remedies for theſe eſſen. 
; tial impediments inthe a&of Chriſtianity, areto take away and Cut of theſ 
cauſes of this infidelity. 5 
1. To prepare a conſcience chaſt , and timerous , which neuer will 
make it-ſ{elfe an Hoſteſſe for mortal finne; and if by chance it giue har. 
bour thereunto,to diſlodge it preſently:tor ſinnes heaped one vpon another 
by a difſolate deadnefle of confeſſion , make a ſauage and brutiſh ſoul 
which ſecketh nothing but to be freed from Gol, though it be a mattai 
impoſlible, ' 
2. Not totaſt the bleſſings,contentments,or honours of the world, with 
roo much ardour; they eaſily enſnare our affe&ions,and make the torgettul. 
nefſe of heauen ſlide intoan inſen(ible ſoule, | 
37 To eſfchew cwioſity , principally in matter of religion, as the canker 
of faith, We muſt reſemble the Cuttle , a very wiſe fiſh , who during 
ſtormes, fixeth herſclfe firmely vpon the rocks, without motion : amongl 
the floating thoughts which a darke clowdy conſcience may ſuggeſt , al. 
wayes to hold ones foote on the rocke of S. Peter, fixed, and.itable; to truſt 
eb the dire&ion of the Church, and not to forſake our hold. Ir is the molt pal. 
— la pable tolly which can creepe into the brayne of man, to dclire aim 
pere ad ſobrigzazem, contrary to the wiſdome of Saints, which is humility, 
Rom, 1, | 4. To exerciſe your ſelfe diligently in good workes , as prayers, 
| abltinencies , frequentation of Sacraments , and almeſdeeds. Faith is 
giuen to you, as an inheritance of Heauen , whoſocucr endeauoureth. not 
to husband it looſeth it, 


TE En IE EEE ESTES 
Ee waned - a 


— a ACEDne- — == 
mp Sree oor ——_— ; 


SA 


11. OBSTACLE. ERROVR, 59 


——— Qs 
P =P _ 2 Md 


IL. OBSTACLE 


Errour in Religion. 


Freindly and holeſome counſel to the Nobility of the 
pretended Religion; 


DAWEN hereſy diſcouered is a foſſe ynmaske, Take away the 

AVE vizard, you diſarme her, pul away this ſemblance painted 

VZ \ with hypocriſy, wherewith ſhe hath playſtered her face, you 

\X& {nficiently refute her ; you need but to know her to ouer- 

” come her, and when the head of her arrowes are bare, they 

Q/\ haue no more force, Catholik Do&ours haue herherto cou- 

| ragiouſly endeauoured to take from her this veyle and adulterared colours: 

yeacuen ſheat this time hath ſo fauonrably for you vnmasked herſelfe,thar 

a man mult pul out his eyes, it he wil not behold her deformity in her rebel- 
lion iuſtly deteſted by the ſage and moderare of her owne ſide. 

And 1 beſcechthem to conſider that this egge which they abhorre, is 
Jayd by the Rauen that broodeth in their boſome, andir 1s a great blind- 
neſſe to break the cgges of the aſpicke and cheriſh the ſerpent which hath 

..& layd them. | 

d, with "Good and generous ſoules , which yet retaine ſome ſparkes of a french 
rgetful- ſpirit, doe wel ſee theſe proceedings are not according to Scripture, which 
ſo ſeuerely recommendeth the honour of Kings, and therefor? they ſound a 


canker rerreat , they fould vp their enſignes, freely confeſſing they haue erred as 
during men, and proteſting not to perſcuer in miſcheite like Diuels. There is none 
mongrel but enraged ſpirits that wil be healed by the experience of their owne il, 
eſt , ali 2nd bury themſelues in their ruine ; wiſe men alwayes make a medicine for 


to tru [{.emſclues of others tolly, 

oft pal- Goe to then, you who after ſo many voyces from heauen,doe ſtil ſtagger, 

idomeWW and aguiſe it you ought to rerurne to the Romane Church, which is the 
womb of your beginning, and boſome of your repole giue me leaue , that I 

rayers, may take this filme from your cyes ; grow not outragious, to what purpoſe 


S.Hierome inthe * 
letter to Creſiphs,' 
Hareſes ad ovigunens 
ſnam reuscaſſe conf 
taſſe ; Heregicorii lene 
rentias prodjdifſe ſupe> 
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aith 158 could you ſtandquaking in theſe frighrful agonies ? Exerciſe a little pa- * 


eth not tience, I doe not doubt but you wil bleſſe the hand which layeth hold on 
you, when you ſhal come to ſee the light, I come not with ſword in hand, to 
put areligion into your heads with mayne force; I come to you tul of com- 
paſſion of your miſery, ful of affe&ion for your ſaluation, tul of the deſire of 
your eaſe, of your contentment,of your glory. Doe you refuſe me? A truth 
doth not gal your cares : when you haue vnderſtood and diligently cofidered 
It, if it pleaſe you not, you may reie&tirt, But 1 beſeech God the Father of 
light and mercy may open your hart and eyes, ro reſolue you herein accor- 


ding to his holy wil. It isa matter of no ſmal importance to handle the Importance of the 
affaires of ſaluation, We wel know we haue an immortal foule , which choyce of religion, 
ſhal ſuruiue to al eternity , either in the boſome of the glory of Hea. Matters very cout, 


Zuen , or in the flames of the damned ; we wel know by what gate it 

entred juto this life, and where it at this preſent ſeiourneth, but we vn- 
| derſtand not by what paſſage , when, or how , it ſhal iflue out. We haue 
# nothing here more certaine then death, nothing more vncerraine, then the 
}houre and manner, nothing ſo aſſured in the other world , as to find 


there a iudgement of God , a Heauen for yertues, a hel tor linnes - nothing 
< 0 doubt- 


crable, 
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fo doubtful as the determinate ſentence of your proceſle, nothing ſo ahſoly, 
rely confirmed as that one cannot be ſaued withour true religion ; ang 
nothing ſo controuerted by the malice of Sathan as the verity of religiqg, 
om _ tobe Notwithſtanding if youerre in the choyſe, you make ſhipwracke befor, 
17 er petrum, YOu Weigh anchour, and ſo long as you remaine in crrour nothing ca 
ſaue nor deliver you from eternal damnation, For it is a belicte of al Chri. 
Qu4 extra Ecclefiam ſtianity, witnefſed by S, Falgentius in the .booke which he compoſed of faith i 
Catholicem prejemem that althaſe who ſhut vp the courſe of their life out of the true Church, 
1 rae. although they haue filled the world with hoſpitals, and ſhed their bloud for 
reſcumque elemoſynas THE name of leſas Chriſt , cannot free themſclues from the eternal torment; 
fecerine, ex fipro of hel.See wretched ſoule,if at this dreadful hower of death and Gods judge. 
Ehrifi nomine evam ment you find your felfe miferably deceined by your Miniſters vnder 
ſengninemfuderint, 1, pretext of Scripture, whither wil you hauc recourſe? Verily whatſocue 
null atenys poſſe ſal= . -*. —_ : "a" 
Ls is faid to you, you wel know in your conſcience that dying in the faith gf 
S. Lewis , $. Bernard, S. Francis , who hane directly oppoſed yours, you haue a 
the poſlible aſſurance of a good religion : nor doe | thinke you haue fo lay 
downe al ſhame , that you can condemne ſo great and illuſtrious perſo. 
nages. | 
Aſſurance ef the Seas arenot ignorant that al innouation is dangerous , but principallyf 
Catholike, in matter of faith, They that follow the mayne current and generality off 
a religion ancient and wel grounded, cannot periſh but by talling fron® 
heauen cannot ſtumble in their belicte but by incombing themſclues i 
the ruines of Chriſtianity , which God neither can nor wil ſuffer to be lo 
according to his promiſes, 

They which adhere to nouelties ſayle ina ſea of monſters and tempeſt 
without pole-ſtarre, without rudder, without Pilot, without any othe 
guide then theyr owne iudgement , which cannot choole but very eafil 
deceyue them, 

Danger of nouelty Jf there be flames in hel imployed in the puniſhment of ſinful ſoule 
religion, there is no doubt but they ſhal cheifly be inflicted on them, who haue labo 
red to rend the garment of Ieſus Chriſt , to breake the connexions & ſeame 
of the Church, to ſtrike at the lawful powers ordeyned by God, to thro 
diſorder, fire, and bloud into the ſtate of their Prince. What horrour willt 
be in this great and general day , when you ſhal ſee your innocency by 
aſſociation of religion engaged to the enormity of ſo many diſaſtrous cri 
mes, which you muſt expliate with paines, which ſhal haye no other limits 
bur eternity ? Enter againe into your ſelfe a little , and afford {o much pa 
tience as to know your ſelfc. For if you deſire to proceed with al ſecurity, 
adujſe you three things. | _ 
Three things nz- Firſt, ro haue a ſpirit throughly diſcharged of anticipations, bold anim 
ceſſary todiſpoſe ſities and apprehenſions , which rayſe miſtes cuen among the molt reſple 
ones ſelfe in reli= gent lights of truth, It is ſaid that heertofore at 5myrna a citty of Gree 
36 there was a falſe mirrour kept in the Temple , which did repreſent the mot 
irſt to auoid prc- = . | . 
wllen beautiful and amiable faces , with notable detormity , and on the contrar 
Mirrour of Smyrna. gauec to creatures vgly- and miſhapen, a luſtre of borowed and wholy im 
Pauſanias,” ginary beauty. Your Miniſters inthe falſe glaſſc of their Dodrine,repreſent 
the Romane Church to you , this louely and chaſt ſpouſe of Heauen, as 
monſter compoſed of al ſortes of abominations, you haue your earcs per 
petually beaten, with the ſeauen hills of Rome , with Antichrift , with the 
horned beaſt , with Idolatrics and ſuperſtitions , which they malitiouſ) 
obtrude to vs. If you remayne fixed in theſe perſuaſions , how can you dot 
other but hate that which you know not? 

On the contrary , you are made to behold a ſe& which you wel know tt 
haue been begun by a general reuolt from ſuperitour powers, by ſcand 
tous ſenſualities , andan infinite number of cruelties, as a celeſtial on 

beaut! 
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isto belieuc what God hathreuealed, the ſecond to belicue becauſe hewho 
Is anerernaltruth hath reucaled it, without any orher reſtriction , ſpecified Chrir' ferm.* 58, & 
modification, or humane diltin&tion.. Whar wrong doth the Creatour to vs; Tertul de preſerip, 
if he would haue vs belicue more of him then we are able to comprehend? Ie , 

1s not for the iron to aske ofthe adamant, from whence thofe charmes and 

ſecret influences come, where-with he attra&eth and captiuerh hjm. It is 

cnough that he follow, When God propoſeth a verity vnto thee by the voyce 

and general conſent of rhe Church , ( poore man) thou kickeſt , thou 

friskeſt , thou doſt appeale ro humane reaſon , to ſenſe , to indge, 

ment , which haue wings too ſhort and inſufficient to vndertake, ſuch 


a flight, 
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beautiful , radiMr , vnder the pretext of Scripture which 1s 2 meer ſub. 
ie& to fancy ; and conſidering it) vnder this veyle you loue 1t and 
25 Nero who through an emerald beheld the flames and bloud of his 
country , 2nd found it a pleaſant mirrour, ſo whilſt you view the preten- 
ded Religion vnder a veylc, al ſcemeth beauritul and goodly to you. Take 
away for one hower at lcaſt this partial preiudicate ſpirir, drunke with paſ- 
Gon; and take another,calme,repoled, fetled, which hath an imdifterent earg 


for cach part. | 
Theſecond thingis , youmuſt nottoo much ſtick ypon petty curioſities Second diſpoſition; 
of a thouſand controuerſies and vnprotitable dil} putarions. Truth ordinarily 9" _— -m_ 
istherin it handled vnder the ſhadow of cheriſhing it , it 1s haled this way, of qe Is 
and that way, with ſuch boldneſle thar it ſcemeth euery one would difmem- Tae /exo mos ad- 
ber it, and each man.take his ſhare away with him, Atrer {0 inany ſtabs and werſands ſind um per 
{toccadoeson this ſide and that fide, no other fruit 1s derived, but yea & no, urs, vhi by ration 
and the ſoule ofttymes findeth it-ſelfe as much voyd of peaceand reaſon, as it hi, — "vere a 
is fulof gal anddarkneſle Y rr ines ealaguus 

You know whatis written in the viſion of the Prophet Elizs : Gol is not to Hilarius,ro.de tri. 

be found in the ruſtling of impetuous winds, in boyſteroas {tormes, in'rur. Truth inthe calme, 


- , . : . | B þ | .., Non in commotione 
moyles, in fyre; bur ina gentle gale, which bringecth light andrefreſhment in Donnas 
It's wings; | 


re Ienms, 

Likewiſe , verity fit to handle the conuerſion of ſoules , is not ordinarily Neg. j-79, | 
in theſe ardent and contentious diſputations , where the prizes of faſt and tn 
looſe are played, but inthe repoſe of a quiet ſpirit, temperate, moulded in Senec. : 
the hands of a prudent dociblenefſe.For fayth runneth adifterentcourfſe from A fingular axiome 
humane ſciences. To ſay,why this? and why that? to ſift the cauſes,the effe&s, Coon and 
the tenents ; the vrinoft bounds of a poynt, its the vulgar track of inferiour — 
ſchooles. Fayth which hath God himlſelte tor obiect , who 1s a bottornleſſe 9,; fdem eneritgs; 
abyſle of light and perfe&ion , cannot demonſtrate al that it belieueth, ionem nonquerie, = 
otherwiſe it would nor be fayth, nor God would not no more be Gol. He _— Arhenis 9 
that ſeeketh fayth , ſeeketh not reaſon. Athens hath nothing to intermeddle —_— - Quid 
with Hieruſalem, nor the Academy with the Church, Our ſchoole is the porch ©;e x Noftr @ inſti 
of Salomon , which teacheth vs ,we. muſt ſearch for God with ſimplicity of tio de portic Salo- 


hart andnot with friuilous curioſity, Fayth moueth vpon two poles, the firſt Monise/ , qug moneg 
De-um in femplicitate 
cordis querendum. 


Whilſt thou therein proccedeſt inthat manner , thy fayth wil be notrne 


faith , but a phantaſy which wil entertayne thee with falſe illuſions ,and 
leaue thee real torments. It isa great ſcience in matter of Religion to haue 2 | 
holy and conſcientious ignorance. AlHeretiks (ſayth Tertullian) promiſe rea-' One: tumeir, whimes 
ſon and knowledge.Al of them afſayle fayth with humane vnderſtanding.God: 
teacheth vs another way , which is to:adorc his myſteries with ſubmiſſionof eft interdum {+ 
ſpirit, and make of our owne proper iudgements a ſacrifice on the Altar of gwod nels, 

fayth. | + e,, Hilar,s, deTrinie: 


cienti on Pollicemuy, 
Sepientig hge veritas 


. SR dt = | - initic, 5... 
The third thing which you' are --to haue- in:great recommendation,” Third diſpoſition 
G 1S Purity of life, * 
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3s diligently ro.purge your conſcience from the ruſt of ſirme. The, ſpirit of 
Godis plcaſed and ted amongſt lillies, and nothing ſo much hindreth hea. 
uenly dbGrine as impurity of life. Pearlcs are diſolued in vineger, and truth 
in a hart made bitter withthe corruption of vice. If you deſire that it ſhoulq 
cometoyou, obſcrue three things exactly, Firſt endeauour , as much as you 
can poſſibly ro free your ſelfe from acerraine ſpirit of preſumption , which 
pufferh men vp and inebriateth them with the louc of their owne judge. 
ment , before they be throughly awakened, and from hence it commerh 

, that they affe&ionately imbrace themſelucs, and make ſucheſteeme of their 
ownethoughts , words, maximes, that al{cemeth gold. This is a pernicious 
illufion , and which ſtoppeth vp alacceſle to our Sautour, who 1s much plea. 
ſed to conuerlſe with the humble. | 


; Quidibgis cordis mi- Secondly , line with great purity of ſoule and body , carefully preſeruing 


diem amicum habebis your ſelte trom being engulfed in ſenſual affections, pleaſures, and ordures of 
/> 0" rem. pl fleſh, which bury the ſoule in a paddle,and make it vncapable of al good, God 
Prou,z.2.Sap.s, HÞath not vpon earth a more pleaſing hoſteſle then purity of harr, *Tis that 
which procures for vs the amitie of the Soueraigne King, and placeth vs neer 

the Diuinity. Finally , labour to adorne your ſclte with Charity and the very 

bowels of pitty towardsthe poore, and perſons atflited , aſliſting them ac. 

cording to the ability which you haue ; and whenyou fortified with ſach ar. K 

mes ſhal ./ayly knock at rhe gates of heauen,, by inceſſant prayer asking gra. 

cc, ſpeaking and conferring oftt;mes with ſome Catholike Dodour., ver. 

tuous, charitable , and peaceful , | haue infinit hopes the Father of light 

wil _ ypon your hart his beamcs , and gue you leauc to know the © 

' truth. | 


In the meane ſpace ponder a little in your hart, 4. notable points , which 

9 wok —_ wil make you diſcouer the fallity of the pretended Religion, 

F'.« falshood of the Te firlt is ce beginning, The ſecond , the progreſſe. Thethird , the foundation of 

Pretended, the Dottrine, The fourth, the fruits, Behold foure touch-ſtonesto 1udgearight of 
Religion. If al this doe wel accord with reaſon and verity inthe pretended 
Religion, 1 giue you leaue to follow it ; but ifal therein be tortering and ruj. 
nous , 1 beſeech you open your eyes a little and view your miſery, after 
you hauc ſo often ſhut vp your cares againſt reaſon, and your hart againſt 
charity. 

Original, Then firſt of alconſider, whether this Religion you profeſle be ancient or 

; new. If it be ancient and the Religion of the Apoltles, you oughrtro follow ir, 
if new , you ought to condemne it, no man doubteth. Now, 1t ts as new as 
noueltic it-ſelfe : which is proued, firſt by the name thereof, ſince cuery Re- 
ligion which is called reformed , ought neceſſarily to haue been deformet; 
fora thing isnor reformed which neuer had deformity. This 1s cleer. And 
euery Religion which is ſaid to be reformed in things eſſential, as are Sacra. 
ments, wasthen before deformed in matters ecfſential , and fo deformed 
thatina word it'was no longer aReligion. 
For it is as impoſſible a Religion can ſubſiſt without the verity of faith; 

and Sacraments, as to ſay that a man can be a man withouta reaſonable ſoule, 

Pretended Religis Now,rhis Religion of which we make queſtion, according to your ſaying, 

new, and therefore wa$deformed in eſſential things,to wit in Sacraments, whereby ir appeareth 


' Yong at al. it was no morea Reigion, then a lying truth, to ſpeake properly , is truth 


it-{clfe. 


Wherefore we muſt conclude , that thoſe which boaſt they haue 
reformed it within theſe hundred yeares, haue made it wholly new:as if the 
ſun had been annihilated for a thouſand yeares ſpace , and that God came 


Ly of "wo therof to reſtore it, it w ould bean abſolute new ſun ; ſos this Religion wholy new. 


y Bchold 


rit of 
1 hea- 
] truth 
ſhould 
1S you 
which 
Ludge- 
1meth 
f their 
1ciOus 
1 plea- 


2ru1 ng 
res of 
|, God 
is that 
'Sneer 
every 
m AC« 


char. i 
Sgra- 


light 


the &© 


which 


ation of 
ght of 
ended 
d rut 
, after 


gainſt 


ent Or 
ow 1t, 
1eW as 
ry Re- 
rimed; 
. And 
Sacra. 
ormed 


faith; 
ſoule, 
aying, 
careth 
s truth 


7 hane 
S if the 
d came 
ly new. 
Bchold 


IT. OBSTACLE, ERROVR; 63 


if eucty new Religion (as is moſt euident) carry it's condemna- 
A or this ſame which you profeſle is falſe, ſince it proueth 
it-ſclfe to be new, and only diſcouered ſince Luther and Caluin, 
And thinke not,this nouelty is only proned by reaſon. It is cen _ _ 
feſſion in the zr, article, where you openly proteſle, the Churc not _ 
becn reformed , but abſolutely _— mm : _ ws innouation (1f you judge 
"jt}ſhould giueyou occation to ſuſpe&it, : | 
ww he h_ Commanreath of the Lycians heertofore ordeyned, that al _ — 
who would propoſe any nouelty in matter of law , ſhould — in publi- , 
ke , with a halter about their necks;to the end that it their propo —_ _ 
not found to be 200d and profitable,the authours thereof ſhould be ſtrangle 
is yd re cane think of them, which haue brought in ſuch huge nouel- 
liſme in matter ft Religion, ſo diſaſtrous, and ſo preiudicial ro Chriltendome 
by the effalion of ſo much blou4? Tu lge your (clues, and weigh ar leafurethe Force of argument? 
force of this argument ; you ſhal perceiue 1t 1s very hard ro hnd cuaſious _—_ 
againſt this verity. For ottwo things you muſt conteſle one, either that the ES 0 ; 
Church hath wholly been extin& the (pace of about athouſand yeares , and 
then waz newly repayred according to GY _ Apoltles : or 
wayes becn on toot, but 1nutfible and vnknowne. | : 
IS are very vaine and friuolous, as you ſhal vnderſtand, _ cuaſion refus 
thereunts a little applying your judgement, For, to ſpeak of the rſt, expreſ- 90 
ſed in the z1. Arricle of your tayth , that the Church hath been —_— —_— 
med : Firſt , this is againſt the word of God , who to his Church promiſeth an =. Reaſon; 
aſſiſtance without interuption euen to the end of the world. Theſe are his TY 
words in S. Mathew : Behold 1 am with you al the dayes , enen to the conſummation of vu 
the world. He admitteth not one ſole day of interruption, and you make one of 
or eleucn hundred yearcs, | 
| pens you make a eſiu Chriſt diſarrayed, a Church reduced tonothing, 2, Reaſon, 
for the ſpacc of ten Ages, whichis very intollerable, and ſhal never be, nay wa 
rot during the tyme of Antichriſt's perſecution, Moreouer were it ſo , you 5, Reafon; 
muſt deny the prouidence of God, ſo ro haue abandoned to a general deſola- 
tion a worke faſt cimented with the blouJ of his Sonne ; yea he, who hath a 
Care euen of the neits of the little halcyons. Finally you mult lay , that Icſus 
Chrit was an [mpoſtour, and vnable:an Impoſtourto haue p: omifed a Church 
withour interruption; vnable in thathe could nor preſcrue it:al which is blaC- 
—_ the ſecond, that this Church hath alwayes been. , but yet vit« Second euafion 
knoiwne & inuiſible, if al men were changed into beaſts,it might happen they oucrthrowne, 
would be thus perſwwaded : Bur it they yer retayne one dramme of humane Ca- 
pacity, it were impoſlible; ſo imperrinent is this propoſition, | | 
For firſt of al, becauſe you wil afhrme nothing without proote out of holy 
Scripture,itis demanded of you, where isit ſpoken of this vaknowne Church, 
of this inuiſible Church? Much otherwiſe , ſhe is compared to a Citty plan- Leſole poſit taberne? 
ted vpona hil, tothe light, to the panillion inthe Sunne , asthe Scripture cake : in _ 
—— vs , and S. Auguſtine proueth it by the ſameScripture vponthe rs, —_ c 
alme, . - 
Secondly if this Church were vaknowne, whither ſhould the Gentils haue _ " —_ 
addreſſed themſclues for their conuerſion? or thoſe that were doubtful for 
their reſolution? or al the faythful for their dire&tion ? God reterreth them 
al to his Church. Is it not a mere mockery to ſend them toathing inui« 
ſible? , | 
Thirdly if there be no proofe in Scripture, which auerrcth this , ſome hy- 
mane reaſon at leaſt is required, Can a propoſition _— — 
| b 


© 
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be made, then to aske of thoſe who maintayne a thing to haue been in for. 
mer Ages, to prodyce ſome markes thereof ? That they ſhew, how for athou. 
{and yeares of deſolation their Church hath been in being? That they ſet 
betore vs one ſole hiſtory which witnefleth how 1n the thouſand , two, 
three, foure, and fiue hundred yeares , there was found a company of K 
brethren who profeſied an vniuerſal ſunime of al the articles which theſe K 
men now mainteyne? ? 
eAllau eft Phenix The Phenix is very rare; but yctit is ſayd inſuch and ſuch a yeare a Phenix 
4 wow _ wbis yas ſeen in Rome, Doe we find that any man ſaith the like of the pretended 
9%, £940.9,10.6.UT. reformed Religion ? Thereis nota word of it. We find the Woldenſes, Circumcel- 
lians, Gnoſtik.es , Borborites , and Beguins , who haue held ſome piecc of our Here. 
tikes belicfe, and we likewiſe behold, that al haue been condemned as 
Heretikes. But there is not one to be found , who hath framed this body of 
the pretended Religion, as it is at this day compoſed. What meaneth this? Is 
itto haue one ſmal ſparkle of the vnderſtanding of man,to affirme ſuch a thing 
to haue been, and not to know how to produce one proote? 3 
' AEſops Aﬀle. Is not thisto play Aeſops afle , that vanted he had great ſecrets of wiſdome 
to communicate to other beaſts; and to authorize it, he hid himſclte a long 
A notable paſſage time in adry pit, from whence he came with a Philoſophers cloke , ſaying 
of Tertullian, that whilſt he had been inviſible he had much addicted hinifelte to ſciences, | 
\Afinus de pureo mo- and the knowledge of truth. Inthe end it was knowne he was an aile, and | 
do venis , & iamex- with many blowes and baſtonadoes he was ſent back againeto the pit from i 
clamas. Dic quifis ,4 whence he came. This is the parable which Terrallian ſpake to the Heretikes {# 
Fees +05; Ofthistyme. You now come forth, asan Aſſe out of AEſops pit , and you cry 
= wy in Marc, 1, Out: Tel me, who are you? From whence come you ? Who ſent you ? Whar 
4. C. 24. right kaue you vpon vsto extinguiſh the beliefe of our fore-Fathers:Doe you 
not behold a beginning of the pretended ſhamelefle andridiculous Religion, 
which wel proueth it's nullity? 
Second point,pro- The ſecod conſideration on which we muſt reſt,is towel ballance the pro. 
greſſe & publica- preſſe, aduancement, and publication of this ſe&. If you find it conformable 
ee me ſect, tothe ancient manner of the Primitiue Church, follow it: It it be dire&! y OP- 
_ , haue you not great reaſon to abandon it ? Now Sir, ſo it is, and behold 
—_ . | 
The true Church from her infancy, hath had 4. markes moſt euident.The 
firſt is a profound humility, The ſecond a great loue of virginity,chaſtity,and 
Reperire apud noreft COntinency;witneſle Aaihenagoras, a moſt ancient Authour, who makerth men. 
permultor vires & tion of this great purity of body and ſayrh: It is the marke of the excellency 
mnlieres qui inceliba- QF ue Religion, Thethird, a great obedience to Superiours, recommended 
OY _ by S.Paul to the Romans: Letguery ſ-ule be ſubrect ro ſuperiour Powers, The fourth, 4 
; ſweetneſle and an admirable patiencein perſecutions, Behold what appearcd 
Conſider the force 1nthe publication of the Ghoſpel. If you obſerue any thing like in the pro- 
of this proofe, + greſle of the pretended Religion, then haue you cauſe to haue a good opinion 
of it. Butif you therin doe ſee al her proceedings oppoſit-to the ſame, con- 
clude it isnot of God, And tcl me , whatare her proceedings inthe fore-al- 
icadged points? | 
Eiritmarke. It cannot be doubted , but that the vertue of humility is the foundation of 
Prou, 11. faith, and one of the moſt noble characters of Chriſtian Religion, Where hu- # 
Ezcch, 10, milityis (ſaith the Wiſeman) there is wiſdome , and God is pleaſed to dry vp the roots of 
proud people. Now al hereſy is inſeperably tyed toa prowd ſpirit, from whence 
it tooke beginning , deriued nouriſhment, and receiues encreaſe. 
We might allcadge an infinit number of teſtimonies to this purpoſe, 
Epiphan. heref.19, But we doe not now tel you how two heretike women of the race of Elxay, 
flleberins hereziew gig as it were cauſe their ſpittle to be adored , nor how one Hildebert 
ib Zacharias. gaue the paring of his nayles to his ſeRarics for relikes ; ſo true 
1516 
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3s it. that hereſy being a ſprout of the euil ſpirit , ſtil reraynes the marke of 
hat pride, which hauing once affayed to diſturb heauen , neuer ſuffers the 


"earth to enioy repoſe. 
Itis wel knowne how in the laſt Age one called Iobn Leydan by trade a bot- Coruin and Florie 


cher , and ringleadcr of Heretikes in Germany, hauing firſt publiſhed a law of mon. 


plurality of wiues, went into the ficld, drawing along with him huge troups 
of vnchaſt creatures;zwhere after he had playd the Prophet, he cauſed himſelte 
to be choſen King, took a triple diademe , erected a proud pauijlion wher- 
in he gaue audience, eſtabliſhed his Court and Porentates, chooſing out 
rougues and reprobates , at that tyme attyred in cloth of gold and filuer 
and other coſtly ſtuffes , which having but a little before ſerued for orna- 
ments on Altars were now cut in pieces by the hands of theſe Harpres , and 
imployedto couer infamous bodyes that rather deſcrued to be inuolued in 
ſuiphur and flames. When this King of Cardes marched through the Citty 
you would haue taken himfor the great Duke of Muſcouia , or fome antike 
King of Hicruſalom. A Page mounted on horſeback bare a bible couered with 
plates of gold before him, another caried a naked ſword, willing thereby to 
expreſſe he was borne for the defence of the Ghoſpel, Belides, he commonly 
had in his hand a gol en globe whereon theſe words were engrauen : Kg of 
Juſtice on earth, Anne Delphonſe,the firſt of fouretcen wiues this impoſtour 
ad married, wentalong with him couered with a matle furred with ermines, 
claſped with a grear buckle al of maſſe gold, 

This would ſecme ſtrange if we had not lately knowne the inſolence of 
rebels, and their imaginary regalities , which are mounted to ſuch a heighe 
of fury that th::y draw very neere tothelike frezy.Yetwil we not atthistyme 
inſtance hercupon in any thing concerningthis article. We only ſay , that to 
ſeperate Religion from rebellion, andthe manners of men from dodrine,the 


' maximes of Seftaries make an abſolute profeſſion of the moſt enraged vanity 


thar may be obſeruedin the courſe of humanelife, Foxit the Scripture doth 
ſo ſtrictly recommend ynto vs in the practiſe of humulity;, nat to make our 


Rom, fs; 
Non glta ſapiente* fed 


humilibus conſenticn« 


{clues ouer wiſe or able, not to reſt vpon our” owne, wwdgement nor proper rec. 
pR_ ro harken to our fore-Fathers, to obey Paſtours who haue lawfuy P:9!t. 35. 
l 


icceſſion, to worke our ſalnation with fearc-and trembling at Gods indges 
ments, what may we thinke of aſe&, which authorizeth a peculiar ſpiri:, 
which hath euer been the ſeminary of al ſchiſmes and diſorders, which with- 
out diſtinction putteth the Scripture into al hands,to iudge of points of faith, 
from whence haue riſen among(t them aninfinit number of diuiſfions ; which 
teacheth to account as dotages al that which the piety of our fore-Fathers 
reuerenced, althat the wiſeſt and moſt Religious men of the earth decided, 
which teacheth to ſpit againſt light, and trample vnder-foot the command- 
ments of Paſtours and Prelares; to flatter ones ([clte with aſſurance of ſalua- 
tion and predeſtination, in the greateſt exorbitancies and neglects of 
life? 

Verily it is. an admirable thing to behold how the petty ſpirits of artifi- 
cers and filly women bulic then#elues herin, and to what a degree of pride 
they come, when abuſed by 1 know nor what imaginary texts of Scripture 
they grow bigge with the opinion of their owne ability. What pride more 
Irregular, then to ſee men not content withthie Religion of Charlemaigne and 
S. Lewis, nor of the Churches and tombs of their Anceſtours , to-become ſa 
Ccurious,as to think their Kings and Paſtoursto be Idolaters, andal the better 
partof mankind beſtial , from whom they ſeperate rhemſclues as from 
people infefted with a- ſpiritual contagion , and doe al _ can tro 
deify their owne opinions ? What Phariſy cuer came neer this height of 
pride? alt 
It there were any the leaſt ſparke of humility , 2 good ſoule 

| G 3 would 


! 


- 
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would ſay with'n it-ſelfe : What deeI, or where am 1? It is an old ſaying , be that tog 
much belieuesin himſelfc is a dinel to himſelfe. T chinke I am grounded on the word of Gd: 
but baue not al heretthes had the ſame foundation, which they in concluſion found encly tg 
ſubfiſt in their owne imagination ? Why sbould I ſeperate my ſelfe ſrom the mayne body of the 
ancient Church to ſatifſy the itch of my peculiar mdgement? 1tis not credible that ſo many 
men of honour and worth , who are cleer-ſighred in al other things sbould be deceined in this, 
they may haue bad doubts and opinions 4s we , but they hauc ouercome them vy kumility and 
reaſon , they haue tuck, to the body of the tree , they haue followed the general conſent of 
people , which rather liuein vniformuty then adhere to nouelty. 

Let them not be figured to me as Idolatours , idiots , and men ſuperſtiticus, they baue farre 

other aymes then theſe, The wiſ ſt and moſt temperate of our ſide belicue them not to be d.ti. 
nedin their Religion. To what purpoſe then is al this , to bandle a buſineſſe a-part , ta be ſcpe. 
rated from our neer allyes , from Sacraments , Church , tombs, and robe the cauſe of ſo m.. 
ny diuifions , ſpoyles , and bloudshed ? 1 playnly ſce we muſt hereafter liue in revnion, 1t is the 
ſpirit of God which commandeth it, If 1 haue beliefs in my hart different from the ordin 4. 
7), I ought not dinulge them to create ſchiſmes and ſcandals, I Should iaforme my ſcſe, l 
sbould obey, it is fit 1 {1mewhat yeald to the loue of thoſe who look aſter me ſer my good , and 
the authority of ſuch as command ouer me by inſtice, 1 cannot perish m making a ſ.crſfice of 
my proper wil ſor peace and the common good to thoſe whom God hath appoynted me for gu:- 
des and ſuperiours, This is the great ſcience , which I wil hereaſter ſeeke in the gouernment 
of the inward man, Behold what an humble creature might ſay : bur inſolency, 
the inſeparable companion of hereſy , proceedeth much otherwiſe, 

And as concerning purity , let vs not goe about to ſpeake of the vices of 
pa-ticular men, which are exceſſes of nature not lawes of profeſſion, Forto | 
ſay there are vices in one body andin oneſe&, is to ſay nothing; but to ſay ©: 
theſe vices are confirmed and authorized by the maximes and examples of 
the ſame ſe&, this isto ſay al. 7% 

Now this is it which we behol1 in the proceedings of the Prerenders, For 
it cannot be denyed but we ought to keep promiſe with men , and by a much 
ſtronger reaſon , what we promiſe to Goa? Yet notwithſtanding the princi- 
pal of the Pretenders haue taught by word, & pracized by example the doc- 
trine of the whole body ; which 1s , that one may breake a vow of ciaſtity, 

Math. 195; to wit of athing very good, for itis prayſed by the mouth of our Sauiour & 

2. Cor, 7, S. Paul; of athing very reaſonable, for millions of Saints haue practized ir in 
the beginning of the Church; of a thing moſt holy , tor the ſcripture hath 

Thelſſal. 4. giuenit thename of ſanity : to break a vow ſealed as with the ſeale of the 
inuocation ofthe holy Trinity , and the bloud of leſus : to breake it not by 
fraylty bur profeſſion, againſt the doEtrine and practize of al antiquity, Is 
this a marke of the true Churc! ? 

Take the third marke, obedience, moſt narural to the primitiue Chriſtians 
and al inſt men, whoare called a nation of obedience,and you ſhal find in the 
infancy of the pretended Religion a reuolt againſt al eccleſiaſtical and ecu. 
lar Powers , continues in al tymes , and in al the parts of the world; 
where ſhe might be introduced with ſuch cruelties, as we know by ex- 
perience. | 

4: Marke, Take laſtly the fourth marke which is the doue-like ſweetneſle that ſhone 
in the firſt Chriſtians, euen in the times of perſecution, and you ſhal findin 
theSretended Religion theres nothing but Conuenticles , Conſiſtories of 
ſtate, fa&ions, armies, ranſackings,and horrours, which make al good con- 
ſciences to tremble. Should | enlarge vpon this diſcourſe , I could mention 
matters able to make marbles weep : but I wilnot labour to be eloquent in 
Our euils , whichl1 ſeek to ſweeten what I may not intending toexaſperate 
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| they erected Altars,and you haue pulled them downe: They aduanced Cro(- 
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plant faith in the harts of men, and you haue publiſhed a Religion al briſtled 

with ſwords, al footed ouer with the ſmoke of canons, al ſprinkled with - 
the bloud of Catholikes, My lawtul children at the publication of the Ghoſ- 
pcl ſpake not one bitter word againlt executioners, among the moſt exqui- 
ſire rorments which might be inflicted. And you, what veyneT pray haue you 

ſpared in my body from whence you drew not riuers oft bloud to diſtayne 

tae Tillies of France, 


Your forcfathers built Churches for me,and you haue demolliſhed them, S<< Monſieur de 
Saindtes in the 


. - . © Booke of ſaccagas 
{cs rome,& you haue broken them : They conſecrated Prieits for my ſeruice —__.... 


& you haue maſſacred them in my armes. The Apoſtles taught me ro place 
the bodics of Saints vnder Altars,and you haue taken them from that repoſe, 
wherevnto nature conſigned them, from that repoſe many tymes affoarded 
to malefatours, you haue diuided them between fire and water ; yea you 
hauc infe&ed elements 1naking them as executioners of thoſe venerable bo. 
dies, whoſe footſteps they honoured, And of what bodies ? of a S.Ireneus 
burned at Lions; of a S, Hil ) at Potctiers 3 ofasS.A Ygnan at Orleans :of as. Martin, 
and a S. Francs Of Paula at Tours , not to ſpeake of others, The Apoſtles teach 
vs to honour Kings,and you hane loaden them with reproaches , euentorhe 
figuring of King Ch.rics the nynth with markes molt vaworthy, in a coyne 
you ſtanipt with croſſes and Church Chalices , yea to the diſenterring of the 
hart of Francs the ſecond interredat 8, Croſſe in Ovleans, and the waſting it in 
flames. 

ludge now (O youPretenders) whether a Religion which caried onthe 
brow thereof acts ſo barbarous,pollutions ſo hydeous,cruelties {o execrable 
can poſiibly haue rhe leaſt ſparke of piety, | 

For a third conſideration examine wel the foundation of this new Relj- 5-Point. Founda- 
gion, and y ou ſhal diſcouer the deceit thereof, Catholike Religion hath for cone? COR 
foundation al that, which may ſettle a fayre and generous ſoule, as $, Auguſtine Auouſtin.contra 
ovſcrued. If the word of God ſhould hold the chiefe place,and ſerue as a baſis ep.tun, 
for this great building of the Church, (as is moſt reaſonable ) we inceſſantly 
challenge Miniſters to ſhew vs one onely text expreſle, formal, and irrepro- 
uable,contrary to the articlcs of our tayth, For hetherto they haue produced 
nothing but ſemblances to decieuc interiour iudgements, being vnable to 
make them good before vnderſtanding and capeable men, | 

If alawtul ſucceſſion and mifſion of Paſtours be required, which is abſo- 
lutely necef{ary for the eſtabliſhment of MEccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, we ſhew 
that from the Apoſtles hitherward our Prelates and Biſhops doe al ſucce(- 
ſiacly follow one another. if the authority of Councels be demanded, which. 
are the ſinewes, the mouths,and liuing oracles of a true Religion, let them 
be looked on 1n the reuolution of ſo many Ages, and they wil be found alto- 
geather for vs. 
af the interpretations of Fathers, and ZoRours (who were the lights of 
iae:: the inſtruments of the holy Ghoſt , and Secretaries of the Diui- 
nity haue any weight with a ſoule wel compoſed toeſtabliſh atruth , then 
eſpecially when they al with one accord and conſent doe ſpeake; they loudly 
condemnethe errour and nouelliſme of our Aduerſaries, 

If miracles, which were wrought in the fight of al mankind with ſo much 

approbation that they haue cuited confeſſion from the moſt incredulous 
and reuerence from the moſt ſtupid , weigh downe the ballance, it is on our 
{1de, If the ſtudy of perte&tion and holineſſe of life be infallible markes of 
true faith, you may as ſoone tel the ſtarres in the sky, as reckon yp the num. 


who thercin are dayly noted with ſuch excellencies, that liuing as Angels, 
they ſpeake like trus Oracles of the Djuinity Finally if wewil giue any credit 
to 
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to ancient monuments, the marbles in Churches &tombs of our Anceſtours 
ſpeake for vs. 
Joſt wholcſome Behold verily the powerful and inuincible reaſons which made S. 4ugy- 
op ateg fline reſolue ypon the Religion we proteſle, Many great conſilerations ( laid he) 
Religion. with much reaſon keep me in the obedience of the Catholize Church : The conſentof people 
Auguſtin,contra and Nations hold me : The authorit y of the ſame Churh, which 1s riſen vp by miracle , noy- 
ep.tund, rizhed with hope, augmented by charity eſtablished by it's antiquity : The ſacceſSron ef Bishops 
| holds me therein, which beginning 18 the Sec and authority of S. Peter, to whom God re. 
Fuang*lis mn crede- commended the care of his flock,, is mainteyned to this preſent tyme, Laſtly the name of Can 


| rpg aro thelih e bolds me in it, He addeth he would not bclieuc the Goſpel it-ſclfe, ij he were not 


ret authorites, Cotra conuinced by the authority of the Church, 
ep. Manich, Let vs now ſee whether you haue better choyſe, and more conſideration 


Moſt weake foiida- then this worthy man, who is one of the prime wits of the world. Let vs ſee 
tion of the Preten- : "0p" * C41: : 
Lig what yourMiniſters oppoſe againſt ſo many infallible prootes,to couer their 
want of antiquity,miilion,ſucceſſion,miraclesſan&ity,iudgement, 8 reaſon, 
They ceaſe not to buzze out euery-where a falſe pretext of Scripture , which | 
verily is the greateſt 11luſion that euer was. For theſe wicked ones ſeeing Þ 
theinſclues battered on euery ſide from the beginning of this reformation, 
knew wel in their conſciences the Scripture was againtt them, Yet notivith- 
ſtanding ( ſaid they, to mock at the taith of mankind, and lead them into 
Atheiſme)we muſt auoid the deciſions of a Power lively and lawfe}, we muſt 
only take coJour from the holy text, we wil make it ſay what we liſt : we wil 5, 
mainteyne nothing is to be belieued but what is written, and that which is 
written we wildiſguiſe with our glofles and conſequences, to catch thoſe, 
who thinke they haue ſome wit Behold the onely meanes ta colour our pre. 
Reaſos wh ch $shew qpoonghe , "" Ls 
th: nullity of this _ You then whoare endowed with ſufficient and ſolid iudgement conſidera 
foundation, little how deceitful, weake, and ruinous, this foundation is. Firſt it apeareg 
1. Reaſon, thediuel and al Heretikes of former times haue taken the ſame foundation, 
| euer ſaying the Scripture was on their ſides which 1s moſt vatrue, Notwirh- 
Neque enim nat* ſtanding behold to what paſſe al heretikes came, Munder proued by Scripture 
ſunt hereſer niſs dum | a5 the Prophet Dauid; George, adiabolical man,that he was God; Eon con- 
ſcripture bone .ntellt- | 
demned by the Councel of Rhemes , that he was the true Meſſias euen by the 


guntur non tene, 
Auguſt ad Coſea- ſame Scripture, 
tun. Cp. 223, Secondly, the world hauing been two thouſand yeares and more without 


2, Reaſon, Scripture, the firſt were written in Hebrew by abbreuiation with ſuch ambi- 
guity that euery one following his owne opinion might frame a Bibleto his 
owe liking : Yea ſometimes ſuch diverſity was found in the Hebrew , Greeke, 
Latin, and Chaldaik letter , that where one read Dauid, another read a bowl, 
where one, the liver , another a pillow ; where one beauty, another a ſauage beaſt 
where one, the word, another lije , where one read the liuing, another tbe dead, 
And you who neither know Hebrew , Greeke, nor Latin 01 whom wil you 
rely? 

3, Reaſon, | Thirdly, vpon paſſages written in very expreſle termes, as, This is my body, 

the ſpirits of men haue forged two hundred opinions quite different, what 

then wil become of difficulties more thorny ? Iulian Biſhop of Tolleds wrote 1 

volume of apparant contradi&ions in Scripture, which in ſubſtance hath 

none, but which notwithſtanding ſeem many tymes to {ay things dirc&ly 
contrary;ſuch obſcurity there is in ſome paſſages. Whom ſhould we belieue? 

Doe you not ſee this were a. meanes to mainteyne eternal diuifions, if there 

were not Tudges to decide differences in a Kingdome, but that euery one 

ſhould cary the canſe according to the proportion of his lowd crying, to 
make his texts and allegations to be of torce? What would this come vnto? 

\ And you would bring the like diſorder into the Church, 7X 

4. Reafon, - Fourthly in the ancient law the Bible was in the Arke, and no man dutit 
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1, OBSTACLE, ERROVK; 69 
open it, and turne it to reſolue controuerſies vponthis Rule, but did expe& 
the deciſion thereof from the Prieſt's mouth, who had a lawful ſucceſſion, 
The lips of the Prieſt are the ſtore-bouſes of knowledge, and from his mouth you hal enquire Malach,2.5; 
the law; (aid the Propher Malachy. 

Fiftly the wiſeſt men in the world after they had maturely thought vpon 
it, found no other way to determine controuerſies, but to hauerecourſe to 
the decifion of a Head. Such is the opinion of S.irenexs, S. Auguſtine, and'S, Hie- 
rome,Vincentius Lirinenſis, and al other, 

Sixtly it is the commandement of God:When any controuerſies chal be rayſed, Ezech. 44. 24: 
my Prieſts shal hold ſeStons, and shal iudge : For of neceſſity we muſt haue an autho- A moſtiult procees 
rity commanding, magiſtral,and decifiue, | ding, 

For Concluſion, can one ſpeake any thing more iuſt , then that in caſe any 
place of Scripture hath obſcurities init, it were to much better purpoſe to 
heare therevponthe deciſion of ancient Fathers diſinterefſed from our con- 
trouerſies, thento enforce our ſclues to paſſe ypon the judgement of a paf- 
ſionate Aduerſary without warrant or authority, When in the yeare 15 2 ;, 
hereſie began firſt in France, & that there was but one Miniſter,a wol-carder 
called Iohn Clarcke iri the Citty of Mearx, where ſhould we find the interpre- 
tation of Scripture, in the mouth of this carder,or in alawtul CouncelTudge, 
behold what you goc about : you may heerby ſee how much this pretext of 
Scripture is malicious, ſhitting, and triuolous, | 

1 adde, that they ouerthrow themſelues by thoſe wayes wherewith 
they ſecketo eſtabliſh themſelues : For it we ought not belicue any thing 
bur that which is written , tn what place of their Bible wil they find, that 
twenty thouſand paſſages muſt be taken out ofoars ? ln what place wil they 
ſhew vs the bookes of the Machabees arenot Canonical ? In what place, that 
Sonday muſt he kept holy and not Saturday ? In what place that vowes muſt 
be broken? tn what place that leſus Chriſt is eaten by the mouth of faith? and 
ſo many other places, which make vsſufhciently vnderſtandthey ruine them- 
{clues by their owne hands, 

Finally for the fourth conſideration take the maxitme from the Sonne of 4. Poinr, 
God: Toiudge wel of aſe&, you mult iudge by the fruits and the effe&s. Math. 7. 

What fruits and what effe&s haue we ſeen to come from this pretended Eftects of hereſie, 


5. Reaſon, 


6. Reaſon, 


7. Reaſou, 


# Religion ? The feare of God ſtifled in the harts of men by a preſumption of 


without 
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| their ſaluation, Chriſtian diſcipline oppreſſed by liberty , chaſtity trodden 
| vnderfoot by vabridled luxury , the ſtandard of rebellion aduanced againſt 


the ſacred perſons of Kings, a million of Frexch expoſed to ſlaughter, toure 
thouſand Church veſtries pillaged, fine hundred Churches demolliſhed, France 
ſo many tymes giuen ouer as a prey ro ſtrangers, corruprions ſo ſtrange, de- 
ſolations ſo dreadful, ats ſo barbarous that they make the hayre ſtand an 
end on the heads of al good men, which haue neuer ſo litle ynderſtanding, 
Aſtile of fyre were needful, or a penof adamant ſteeped in bloud to expreſle 
them, 

Ah poore France | France the Paradiſe of earth, eye of the world, pearle of 


Monſieur de Saince 
tes in his booke of 
ſaccage, 


| al beauties ! How many tymes by the meanes of this hereſy haſt thou ſeen 
| thy boſome,, heretofore crowned with eares of corne and gilded with har- 


uelts, al briſtled with battallions 2 How many times haſt thou ſeen the land 
couered with blades, and the ſea with ſhips? How many tymes haſt thou telt 


| thearmes of thy children to encouner in thy proper entrayles? How ma 


tymes haſt thou ſeen flames of brothers hoſtility -fly through thy fat and 
fruitful fields ? When haſt thou not ſweat in al the parts of thy bady ? When 
haue not riuers of bloud been drawne from thy veynes? but ſuch bloud as 
was able tociment togeather huge bulwarkes tor defence of our Countrey, 
or to ſerue for ſeed tor flower-deluces to make them grow and be aduanced 
11 the plaines of Pal:ſtize , and they haue been ſacrificed to furies, 
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70 THE HOLY COVRT. Parr. Lib. 


Innocency ſeemed to afford infants ſhelter trom the tempeſt, yet the 
ſword of hereſy found a paſſage into their render bodies. Age rendred olq 
men venerable, yet would no pardon be granted to their gray hayres, moyft. 
ned with the maſſacre of their children, Virgins were garded in their mo. | 
thers armes as a Temple of God, yet haue they been diſhonoured, So many | 
perſonages of eminent quality haue ſerued as an ayme for their impiety, Þ 
their paynes haue been ſports for them , and their deaths a ſpe&acle, What 
hayre would not ſtand an end with horrour , and what eye not weep forth 
bloud, when we ſpeake of theſe diſaſters ? Which your ſclues deteſt , nor can 
you ſufhciently wonder at the cruelty of thoſe , who haue taken rhe liberty 
of ſuch barbarous outrages and ſo bloudy tragedies, 

I paſſe ouer this diſcourſe as ouer coles couered with aſhes , and would 
willingly be filent, were it notthat, as it was ft to expoſe maſlacred bodies 
to view thereby to cure the madneſle of the Mileſizn maydes, ſo mult 1 gif. 
couer ſome bloudy effe&s in the pretended Religion to rayſe a horror 
againſt it in good ſoules. Why alſo haue you in this tyme renewed ſo man 
wounds , which were not wel cloſed, and for want of a little obedience {g 
lawtully due to the moſt 1uſtPrince of the world,doe you make a ciuil warre 
to exhauſt France of gold and bloud after ſuch expence, and ſo many bloud. F 


-Jettings, 


If theſe acts ſeeme ſo baſe, and inhumane to you , why abhorre you nor # 
the ſe& which produced the? If God curſe him who is the cauſe of ſcandals, 
were it not fit, if you haue ſome beliefe eſtranged trom common ſenſe, ra- 
ther a thouſand tymes to ſtifle it in the bottome of your conſcience,then toi 
diuulge it with theſe diſturbances,diuiſions,and ſpoyle of a Countrey, which 
you ſhould loue as men,and honour as true Children? Were there ſome ſtaine 
in the houſe of our Mother ( which neuer was ) mult you therefore cal her 
whore, drag her along by the hayre, and cary fire to burne her houſe, in- 
ſtead of prouiding water toquench the flames ? Is it not better to become 
patient,to ſweeten the acerbiries of tymes, ſpare wounds on vIcered bodies, 
or at leaſt to be ſatisfied with ſilence, in a matter where you can pretend ug 
Tight of correction? 

What was that ſo exorbitant which the Church commanded, for which 
you ſeperated your ſelues and tooke armes todetend the wranglins of our 
Apoltataes, made afterward your Apoſtles ? What Maximes hauc we fg 
rough and ynreaſonable, that they muſt be taken away with the {\vord, there 
to plant reformation ? Conſider a litle the notable corrections , and admira- 
ble policies which Arch-heretikes hauc inucnted to introduce them into the 
Church, 1 wil heer with al ſencerity recite the Maximes of the cheife Sea 
rics , of which ſome haue afterward aftrighted you, and you haue diſauowed 
them, as youdayly doe by others, God making you plainly ſce in the incon- 
ſtancy and great diuerfity of your Doctrine, the litle confidence you ſhould 
put therin, 

The Catholike Church teacheth, that God would haue al the world ſaued, 
as the Apoſtle hath expreſſed in the Epiſtle to Twothy ; that he deſireth good 
of which he is the ſource, and thar he commuuicares himſclte to al his 
children, 

The Pretended ſay, that God abſolutly deſires euil, yea doth it willingly, 
predeſtinating men without any regard, ſome to life, others to eternal dam- 
nation, asif a Father who had daughters ſhould cut the throte of one moſt 
innocent, and marry the other wealthily hauing no reaſon for it but his wil, 
whichis moſt execrable impiety pronounced. by the Authour of this ſe& in 
the booke of his Inſtitutions and 21. Chapter, where he ſayth : Men are not 4 
created to the like Condition, bnt that life eternal is preerdeyned for ſome,and eternal damn 
tion for others, 

The 
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11. OBSTACLE, ERROVR; a 2 
The Catholike Church ſpeakes of our Sauiour with moſt profound and Cot 

religious reucrence. The Authour of the Pretended makes him mteriour to Inſticut.3,cap.16. 

hisFather,calliag him the ſecoad King atrer God,and attributing ignorance 

to him,defpaire 0:1 the Crofle, and the paines of the damned, which are things 

moſt horrible. The Catholike Church holderh zeſus Chrift is the onely and ſole 

Mediatour of redemption , and that there 1s no other name either 1n heauen 

orearth, in which, and by which we can be ſaued , and for that cauſe ſhe ho- 

nours it al ſhe can,extending and multiplying the truirs of honour and praiſe 

not onely in his owne perſon, but in his deare freinds allo, which arethe 

Bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, whom we pray vnto as the fruits of his Crofle, 


E and take them for Mediatours of interccfſion, grounded therin on the word 


of God, which com:nandeth rhe freinds of lob to take him for interceflour, Iob. 4x, 
though he were thea in this tranſitory lite,and not at al doubting, if the ſoule 
of the euil rich man prayed vnto Abraham out of hel, but we on earth may be Luc. r6, 
ermitted to cal to our ayd ſoules ſo fairhtul, fo much honoured by God, & 
whoſe praiſes he reckons his owne greatnefſle, _ 
We likewiſe reuerence holy images, ſince itis an ancient cuſtome in the 
Church, the markes whereof we yet behold in Tercallian , who might hane Tertull. de pudict 
conuerſed with the Diſciples of the Apoſtles, The Prerended quite contrary #14: Cc. 7. 
faigning the honour Saints, as one would Socrates or Phocion, perpetually mock 


© thcreat,breake downe their images, cal them by the name of Idols and falſe 


(04s, . $119 thi :cle Ones. 4. 
The Catholike Church holdeth man hath free wil, ſupported in this article _ _ 


ypon ſo many paſſages of Scripture. The Pretended diſpoyle man of alliberty, Eccle, 15. 
whichis todiſtray the worth of his coadition,and todepriue him of the beſt 
part of his eſſence, NN 

The Catholike Church holdeth the bloud of our Sautour is treaſure ins 
finit, and very able to purge away al manner of-euil, and ro merit al good, 
bur thar it is applyed to vs by works of fatisfaQionandmerit,and purgatine 
paines in thoſe who ſtand inneed of it , as a medicine which profiteth the 
fick man by the cooveration he bringeth, The Pretended teacheth good 
workes are not neceſſary to ſaluation, but onely faith juſtifies, which is ro 
Opcna gate to the corruption of good manners,and ro al kind of liberty, 

The Catholike Church belieucs a Purgatory for ſoules , which gO1ng out” 
of the body are not yet puritied, grounded therein on 19, or 20.paſſag:s of 


} Scripture, al vnderſtood by the ancient Fathers according to our beliefe. 


The Pretended , hauing diſturbed the aſhes of the dead , depriuethem of the 
aſſiſtance and prayers of theliuing , contrary todiuine and humane lawes, & 
the manifeſt practiſe of al antiquity. | ; 

The Catholike Church makes a Sacrament of marriage according to 
8. Paul, and the interpretation of moſt eminent Fathers of the Church: 


' The Pretended make their marriages like thoſe of Barbartuns, 


The Catholike Church holdeth the reality of the body of Chriſt in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, and belieue that vnder the Sacramental ſpecies, 
which are ſenſible and corruptible our Sauiour ſubſiſteth with a glorious 
body , which is called by 8. Paul a ſpiritual body, becauſe it is dignified with 
qualities and conditions of ſpirit, though it looſe not the eſlence of a body: 
She adoreth therin with al humility , that which ſhe cannot comprehend 
ſufficiently, after expreſle paſſages of Scripture,the deciſion of fourty Coun-. 
cels,the teſtimony of fiue hundred Authours,ancient, graue,and lincere, Ads 
ding from the authority of the moſt illuſtrious Councel of Nice, that it is the 
vabloudy Sacrifice preſented for the expiation of the ſinnes of the world.The 
Pretended wil place inſtead of it chimzracs, imaginary figments,cefſation of 
Sacrifices,and abhominable deſolation, 

The Catholike Church publiſheth confeſſion and remiſſion of ſinnes »= 
[4 
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THE HOLY COVRT, Parti, r. Lib.2. 


the miniſtery of Prieſts , as the Sonne of God did inſtitute it in S. Tohy. The 
Preteded ſhaking off ſo wholſome a yoke hath made himſelfe a way to liberty 
and diflolution. 
The Catholike Church acknowledgeth a viſible Head on earth, #tabligheq 
Math, 15, by the expreſſe word of leſus Chriſt ins. Mathew, auerred by al the holy Fatherg 
confeſſed by the continuation of a lawful ſuccefſion in the reuolution of { 
many Ages. The Pretended ſeeke to bring into the houſe of God an anarchy 
of the children of Belial. 

The Catholike Church is the bright ſtarre of truths. The Pretended is; 
furious Comet, which throwes diſorder and poyſon into al the parts of the 
world, , | 

To ſay truely , ſhould an Angel hauc ſpoken to it , yea could it create q 
golden Age , neuer might this Ccligne be accopliſhed by wayes ſo furiousg 
turbulent, But hauing coſt France ſo much gold and bloud, what hath ir dong 
but thar which is metioned by the excellet penof Cardinal Beruleinthe Prefs. 
ce of the greatneſſe of Teſus: 4 Chursbþ without Apo Les, A poſileswithout miſiis, Paſtow 
without sheep , sheep without sbepheards , Faithful without Churches , Chriſtians wichou 
Baptiſme, Prophets without miracles, Temples without Altars, Altars without Sacrifices i 
Religion without ceremonies, 4 Law Without obedience,a ſaub without works,and a cbanh | 
without effetts, | | 

Behold excellent pieces, and wel worthy of a reformed Church, d- 

Human: ſuit errare, In the name of God weigh ar leaſure theſe conſiderations which would 
diabolicum per animo- deſerue a whole volume,and ſince you are conuinced by reaſon, kick no lon. 
frratem in exrore ma- ger againſt the prick, goeno more abour to forge difhculties nor ſay how ſha 
| -» TPP I putthis in execution? What meanes haue i to doe it? What wil ſuch and ſuch 
Apo _ ® ſfay?What wil our whole fide ſay in general?Mult I confefſeT haue erred?and 
244 a thouſand other thoughts which are true illuſions. You ſhal no ſooner ſet 
your foot in the Romane Catholike Church with ſo many men of note larely 
conuerted, but al theſe fantaſies wil vaniſh, you ſhal liue in peace of con- 

ſcience,and ſhal receiue before God glory immortal, 

O that we might quickly ſee that great day, wherein France may no longer 
ſpeake but with one tongue, wherin the names of Lutherans and Caluiniſts may 
be baniſhed out of the memories of men, wherin al Frenchmen reunited vnda® 
one faith, one law, one Head, one Church, may eternally bleſſe the name of 
leſus.Whatioy! what comfort:what embracements of both ſides! what con- 
ſolation for ſo much afflicted kindred, which waſt themſclues with grick 
and forrow for theſe poore itraglers! what ſatisfaction for the ſacred perſon 
of the King | what honour for France! what peace for the Church! whatedi- 
fication for althe world ! what triumphs tor heauen ! what bleflings of 
God wilfal vpon their heads, who ſhal giue example of this reunion,and ſhal 
conſent to the peace,ſatety, and honour of this Monarchy? 
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111. OBSTACLE. OPINION. 


it OBSTAGSES 
To line by Opimon, 


4 HE tree of the knowledge of good and euil dothalſo Ouer-much wit 
AF yeald fruits which coſt vs very deare : we labour heer troublethys, 
eo Foal with too much application of wit,which goeth 'P & 
= down ſcarching & prying into al the obic&s of the 
Se world,ofte torſakig the better for the worle.S. Thomas S.,Thom.1; »,quz#: 
== moſt iudiciallyobſcrueth,rhat there 1s muchdifferece 8. 

% «S=31| between the natural appetite,the ſenſual, and the in- 
EA tcllecual. The natural aymeth alwayes at things Intellectual appsz 
”. ——— whichare really good for her and proportienable,the tite faulty, 
ſenſual is ſcattered, the intelle&ual much more, tO deſire cuil plaiſtered 

ouer with the ſemblance of good. The plant defireth moyſture with which # 
it is nouriſhed , and wilneuertake a ſtone for the dew. Man hauing too much 

wit aud ſenſe, not contenting himſelfe withthings that really are good and 

truly conſonant to his nature, forgeth others in his 1dza which are good in 

appearance, and cul! in ſubſtance, Notwithſtanding , apparence taketh vpon Appareties? 

her. when ſhe hath ſeduced the ſenſe & coquered the imaginatio,to due cuen 

5nto the Cabinet of the Prince, which is the vnderſtanding , and putting falſe 

ſpeRacles vpon his eyes, to make him belicue that black is white , galſſe is 

diamond, and darknefle light, It is neceſſary that the wil ſhould dance to 

this tune, and purſue the good whichis repreſented vnto her by the vnder- 

ſtanding , be it true or falſe : from hence thereglide into rhe condition of hu- 

manelife athouſand extrauagant illuſions, It is cuen at this day, that truth Semblances the 
falſhood is cloathed with it;zand opinion in this Court- children of opinis, 
like habit hath really and actually produced litle monſters , but ſuch as yet and lying, 
holding and reteining the malice of their father and leuity ot their mother, 

attyre themſclues with certaine veyles , which make them ſeeme beauriful, 

they fly vpand downe like litle Cupids, they makeatrade of deceluing, & prac- | 

tize with ſo much ſubtiliry that they enſnare euventhe wiſeſt. Behold our yn- The world the 1154 
happineſſe; we are in this world as in the land of dreames, whercof Lucian »c —_— "Es, 
ſpeaketh. We dreame broad-waking, and ſuch dreames whichare by ſo much » ZLB, I, By 
the more perilous, by how much we the lefſe looke intothe danger. A man 

who hath dreamed althe night, as ſoone as he beginneth to open hiseye lids 

mocketh at his owne fantaſies , and ſayth they were dreames: we dreame al 

the dayes of our life , and ſay they areverities. We runatfrer theſe talſe imagi- 

nati6s as children after butterflies. Whe the great night of our death draweth 

neer ,webegin todiſcharge our {clues fro this waking lleep & from this flee- 

ping vigil, we find we haue death at hand. Andas for the butterflies which 

welocagerly followed , after we haue broken our heads and ſhinnesintheir 

purſuir, we neither haue their legs nor wings 1Nour hands. Behold one of the 
greateſt impediments of perte&tion 

Alas NobleSpirit!chou wouldeſt be truly Noble ifrhou could'ſt ſhake off 

this golden yoke , the opinion wherof hath ſo ſurchargedthee, conlecrating 

thy bondage therevnto by a pretious impoſture, But who wil doe 1t? Had Mercur, Trifmeg? 
not he anciently a notable ſubic& hereon, who ſayd when he conſidered Soulcs in thergrr 
the eſtate of the world , the ſoules of men ſeemed. to him to be al thro... of opinions, 

wne headlong from the Palace of verity into the torrent of opinion , al 
otthem tumbled in the throng into the mercy of the waues , and few were to 
be found that would brauey ſettle themſ{clues to row againſt the ſtreame.. . . 
SEN06A 
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a dobema Seneca hath wel obſerued, & touched the true ſource of the corrupti5 which 
Tz at this day raignerh vpon the earth. We liue not according ro reaſ.n, but by relation tg 
Opinion the ſource the li fe of another, and jromobewee commethithas we fatone V pon anviver by beaps , 45 bling 
of al corruprions. gen into 4 duh, 
I ” (ap ſed Totakeaway this confufton,l produce onely three conſiderations, which 
Tr fatRe cos. are very preſſing and pregnant. The firft , rhar this life which is fo lead by 
cernacke abors ſupra Ofinionis Very ridiculous. The ſecond, that itis baſe and feruite, The thirg 
alies ruenciom. = that it bowerth vnder a cruel tyrranny,fto whence it may with 2litle courage 
 Againf the life of 4:6 franchize it-ſelfe. An firft bdernand, if it be agreable ro anoble aud 
- p— generous hazr, to forfakothe grauity incident to his narurs, and ro embracg 
idle royes and fopperics? No man wil conſe herevmto, but he that wit 
betray hisreaſon. Now ſo itis, that althe opinious which at this day into. 
xicacethe world, arc not builded but yponthe flying ſand, vpon the gidd 
bumours of windy braynes, vpenthe paſſions,and atiections of a debauthed, 
Cornel. Tac, andeotrupted muhtitude. Where the ſheep teedeth that goeth before , they 
hiſt, z. Mmzimwds which follow mult graze though they dye for tt. Euery one attendeth hig 
wulg: more mayir $92 companion, 25 the witeſt , and he that venteth folly with the greateſt confi. 
Indic1o + «ins a1 once is the beſt welcome, What Monſters, what prodigious fancies of ſcat. 
.; Bala m_— tered and vncolleced ſpirits have not been receaued for laudable aciong, 
Strange giddyncfſc being fanoured and authorized by opinion?It is athing ridiculous, & almoſt 
of opinion, tacredible, to fec the chimerical cancents that 1t hath perſwaded, making 
them tov be takennort by a particular man or one ſole family , but by a whole ® 
andentire Nation for mazimes of wifdome. ; 
Apollonius 3; The Mofins, a people, performedal the ationsof moſt ſecrecy in publike, 
Argonaur.ver{.138. yeacuenthoſe which are ordeyned tor the neccilitics of nature , and treated 
the affaires of the Common-wealth in their houſes, conſtantly belicuing it 
Idem ibidem, was very requiſit ſoto doe. The Tibarenes , as ſoone astheir wiues were del. 
: | tered, bound vp their heads with a kerctlicffe , lay downe on their bed, and 
made themfelues to be atteded like the child-bed woman. The poore woman 
Ja the meane ryme were vp and about the houſe, endeauouringto make rea. 
dy bathes for their husbands and to dreſſe and ſeaſon their viands, to tend and 
cheriſh them as if they had borne al the payne of feminine trauel. Could you 
haue any thing more ridiculous? Andyct opinion made it appeare very res 
ſonable. There are ſuchto be found , wheplace al their honour and glory in 
drinking hard and eating freely : to cal a manarobber, a thiefe, an adulter, 
were in this Country nothing ,to ſay that fuck at one were nor a great gour- 
mandizer nor a great drinker, would be to doo him an vapardonable iniury. 
Aruncani. Others placed al the excellency and dignity of man in carying a hvge log of 
Lips.politic, wood a great diſtance, and by this ttyal choſertheir Kings. The greateſt bur. 
den-carriers & porters were thete great Lords, Others did kil & eate their 
aged parents for a ceremony of Religion. And opinion made this good ,What 
alſo doe not thoſe people of India,8 other parts diſcouered in our dayes?Sonit 
think it is honourable toturne their back co ſalarte one, Others thruſt rheir 
fingerto the eatth,and after lift it to heauen , todoereuerence.Others gather 
vp the ſpitrtle of their Prince, & fpeake tohim througha hollow trunk.Others 
offcr to their Gods their old ſhoes in ſacrifice. A man would laugh when he 
hearceth ſpeach of it,and yer we ſte that the proudeſt Monarches of the world, 
whofuppoſed they had ſhar vp at wiſedome in their lawes and cuſtomes, 
trampled vertue vrider their feer , and placed Dragons, Battes, and quar- 
tan-agues ontheitAltars. Behold what opinion can doe; Theſe follies you 
wil ſay are not now inpractize. He that would wel ctamine al the fantaſtike 
humonars of apparre}, al the giddy coneeirs of ſports andpaſtimes , the folly 
of coptements ( which at this rymeraigne amongſt men ) ſhould find things 
as ridicutons,as thete tas it were roadureanhumble;poore, crucified Qod, & 
yo i 
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IV. OBSTACLE. OPINION. 5; 


p 7 curioſities. To belieue that one 
yet tove _ _y ang ng Cod x yet to behaue himſelfe likea wild 
perperns As fantaſy , neither knowing God nor man; To expeR aiudge- 
—_— d ro liue in continual) iniuſtice. To know that we muſt returne na- 
—_— th earth, and yet to diſpoyle the whole world to cloath our (clues.T0 
_— c one ſhoul4 alwayes liue; eate anddrinkas if we ſhould neuer dye; 
{ gon men totrace vp and downe the ſtreets with a plume of teathers on their 
we" and fetters on their heels; womeu to beſtow a fourth _ of — 
a we in dreſſing and beſmearing themſclues, to make —_ clues gro = on 

- fide andlittle on another, to rayſe turrets on their heads, to put ſhac=- 
Li on their heels , to be tranſported with ſo much ſollicitude about aruffe, 
— os had a Venecien Common-wealth ro mannage : Others CO 
with curtely whom they would gladly cate with ſalt : —_ = - = an- 
other about the interpretation of A word , and a thouſand ſuch li : - ings, 
which are indeed moſt impertinent. Notwithſtanding — I eth 
them, opinion beſotteth them; and opinion giueth credit ” = is. _ you 
then think 1t a matter _—_— poop gencrolity, to ſerne follies vnder rhe 

J fooles approue them? = 

RG behold tor che ſecond reaſon,that you being tree of — 
and not hauing the poxer todiſgeſt ſome reaſonable leruicss eu _— 

ſtanding vndergoe the baſeſt ſeruitude that may be imagined? om_ Lacede- 

monian , whom fortune had made aſlaue , rather choſe death then to carry 4 

Chamber-potto his Maiſter, ſaying it was vaworthy of his condition ; and 

yet opinion maketh vs to beare a tooles bable , opinion maketh Vs <— 

*n our hands but inthe prime piece of man the head, a ſink of old _—_— 

amaſſed togeather by light, idle, fantaſtike ſpirits , and — =_ rmed 

by lawes,by the tyranny of cultome. What ſhal we cal ſlavery if this — 

I cal your conſciences to witneſle , if you lomerymes ſhal —_— reath 
ina more free ayre , and ſee the bright day of the Children of Go L m- in 
your {clues wil blame al theſe inuentions of the worldly lite , which inforce 
you to feele rormenting rackes in your attyres , in your recreations, 1n the 

lements of conuerſation. O how often are verified thoſe ſayings of the _ 
as 99, A inſerted by S. Auguſtine in the ſixt book of the Citty of God :; When A —_— foplng: 
_ hal come to conſider al the trayne of ceremonies and þypoct iſes of Court, you = ru chem Ange LES be 
4 agreeing with boneſt minds , vnworthy of free _ ; and not _— from = -: ; = mc; i intueri_waces 
effed you wtl con ſeſſe , that no creature should doubt ro tearme them folltes, ift y - ” of gue fakes l ghogis 
ſors were leſſe: the beſt yele they haue 1s the mulritude of fooles. Doe you not behold a = n_ - _—_ 
goodly pretext?as ifmoles were the lefſe blind becauſe rney haue oo _ ——— 
in their darknefſe.Behold apoynt of ſeruirude extremely vnworthy ofanoble , ſonia amis, ws 
ſpirit, to ſay thar one condemneth in his conſcience an act which he FR nemo dubitaturus fue- 
in p:actiſe, that he in{tantly may obey a veyne opinion of the world. It is ſayd ris furere eos , fi cum 


- : | aucioribus furerent: 
the Abderites after they had beheld the tragidy of Andromeda and Meauſy became ay 


ik from the leaſt to the biggeſt, and ceaſcd notro ing, toclap . "to 

— bs ns, to whiſtle through the ſtreets, and to haue no diſcourſe __ ſ 
nor thought cf any thing but Medaſa and Andromeda.lf rhenyou had entredinto ae__ E 
their Citty, you had played the foole for feareto be diſpiſed by fooles. Is nor C£11us. 1. 30. C. 4, 
this an intolerable weakneſle of ſpirit in a wel compoſed ſoule, to haue good 
lights & knowledges of Almighty God which inceſlarly beat vpoour __ 
ſtanding, and yet to play the foole, and to comply w ith ——— Ry 

For the third reaſon 1 ſay , this beliefe which 15 giuen to Opinion p2 eth RY 
into a wicked and ſcandalous tyranny Ouer Chriſtians : for by theforce of ®* 9p1210n. 
cheriſhing and fomenting theſe maximes in the hart of the world, they are 
transferred into nature. Vices ate not contented to be vices, but by this ty- 
rannical law of opinion formed in the ideaes and lines of perſons of quality, 


: lour of vertue. 
they make theraſclues to be adored vnder the colou G 32 Car; 
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A prety obferua- 


tion of Cardinal * 


Iacques de Vury. 


76 THE HOLY COVRT. Part. nr. Lib.:. 


Cardinal Iacques de Vitry relateth that a Country fellow carying one day a 
yong ſucking pig to the market, certayne pleaſant wits who had agreed 
vponthis ſport, cuery one of chem ſeuerally encountring him indiuers croſſe 
wayCSof the ſtreets, and asking him what was his purpoſe to carry a dog to i 
the marker, did ſo intoxicate his brayne, that beaten out blow after blow 
with ſuch like interrogations , he abſolutely perſwaded himſelſc that to be 
true, which he firſt ſuppoſed was begun for ſporr, and caſt his pig with ſhame | 
vpon the pauement, and thinking it a truce dog gaue the other opportunity to 
gayne by this ſleight. 

Behold what the tyranny of opinions redoubled one vpon another can doe, 
They made this poore man belicue that this pig was a dog , although al his 
ſenſes ſuggeſted the contrary. And 1leauc youto thinke w hat this torrent of 
the falſe Maximes of the world doth not, falling with vareſiſtavble fury vpon 
a dul and halfe dead fayth. lt weakneth al that which ts Chriitian ina ſoule, 
and planteth a wicked 1dol of humane reſpe&s, which cauſeth that al actions 
are meaſured by the rule of vulgar opinions. Aniit there be yet any relikes 
ofa good conſcience, this tyrant ſmothereth them, as a Phazao, and wholy 
peruerting the nature of things , giueth boldneſle to ſinne an! ſhame ot wel. 


_doing to vertue, Behold a meane todrench al mankind in the gulte of confu. 


Illufion of tygers, 


ſion. Is not this then abhominable ? If theſe conſiderations of the tolly , ſer- 


uitude, and tyranny of this life ( which are ſpun accerding to the web of 


the opinions of the world ) cannot ſerue for an antidote tor our 11, at the 
leaſt think the day wil come, when truth ſhal take place, and vice vaniſh into # 


ſmoke. It wil happen vnto you as to tygers, for whom hunters, when they i 
haue taken away their whelps, affixe looking glaſles in the wayes to amuſe i 


the ſavage beaſts, and in the meanetyme they ſaue their owne liues by the 
helpofflight. The tygers forthwith moſt affectionately ſtay , thinking they 
ſhaldraw their litle captiues from the refle&ion of this mirrour, and ſet them 
at liberty ; in the end they ſtrike it til itis broken, looſing togeather both 
their yong ones and the inſtrument of their deception. 

Theſe opinions which you now adore, theſe dreames, theſe phantaſies, 
which you behold in the ſpecious glaſſes of the world , ſhal be loſt at the 
hower ofdeath, and you muſt render an accountto the Souecraigne Indge,for 
that you haue againſt his lawes ere&ed that Idol of wordly reſpects , and al- 
wayes made heauen bow vnder the wil of the earth. Whar are you to doe? Of 
neceſjity to caſt away the opinions of the world contrary to the dodtrine 
of teſus Chrift, You ſay, it is impoſſible to liue in the world without purſueing 
the wayes of the world, & accommodating ones ſelfe to the doctrine thereof, 
Forſake it then , breake your fetters, enfranchize your ſelte; when you no 
longer hope in it, you ſhal no morebe in danger to feare it. What yvould it 
auaile you to haue in your life the whole world foran inheritance , & after 
death hel for a priſon? Why are you dayly handling your ſore, making it itch 
by your tenderneſle ? You need but one blaft of wind, one ſtroke of the ayrs, 
to put your ſelfe into the aſſured haucn of the liberty ofthe Children of God. 
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IV, OBSTACLE. INCONSTANCY. 


IV. OBSTACLE 
Inconſtancie of manners, 
> below is filled with this grayne, incuery place it produceth 


& it's effects, but principally in man; he hath more in his hart 
7 W then al the reſt of the world; its the true image of inſtabili- 


\ Ercury Triſmegiſtus ſayd , that the ſeed of heauen was immorta- Mercur. Trifzg 
s lity- , and the ſeed of the carth was inconſtancie, Al heer ſerm, 4. 


* ty, aS Ariſtotle afirmeth. And very wel it is fayd, that incon- Ariſt, urevrrocd 


ſtancie exiled for euer from the Palace of eternity came vpon the earth asto tw, | 
the real place of her inheritance, and would needsthere cauſe herſelſe tobe Fable of inconſtaw; 
paynted. It was playnly told her there was no pencil ſo bold whichdurſt vn. 7” 


dertake this worke, becauſe ſhe was ſometymes great,ſometymes litle, ſom. 
tymes grofle, ſometymes {lender , fometymes ſtrayght, ſometymes croo. 
ked, ſometymes white , ſometymes black, —_ cuer vnſetled and vnca- 
pablec of ſtay in any place ; that notwiſtanding ſhe might addreſſe herſelfe 
vnto tyme, for he was a notable workeman, who entermedlad in al things, 
Tyme after he had wel eyed and obſerued this inconſtancy reſolued to paint 
her, andarthat ſeaſon finding no table better primed for his purpole, he 
painted it on man. : By 

Itisa goodly inuention, which bringeth to vs an vndoubted veriry, mar- 
ked and deſigned out as with a pen of adamant by holy 76b , when he ſpea- 
keth of man in theſe expreſſe termes : The flower which shutterb vp his date in the 
conrſeof one morning and eucning , ij it be not hayle-ſtrooken at midday; 


Tob. 14. 2} 

Quaſs fios egrediine 
"* & conteritur, & fu- 
the shadow which git velus ymbra, or 


euer flyeth from the hand that would graſpe it , and al which you ma) imagine to be tranſi. & nunquiin edi 


rory , is nothing in compariſon of the inconftancy of man, Philip a good Authour , who 
flouriſhed about the tyme of S. Hierome, and hath written a commentary 
vpon 1ob, ſearching out the cauſes of the inſtability of mans hart , hath 
theſe remarkable words : Inconſtancy is 4 chaſtiſement -of ſinne, The ſpirit of 
man would not reſt it-ſelfe wuh firme footing vpon the foundation of contentments 


Pain permanes. 


Animns hominis quia 
ſtave noluit ca potuts, 
iznon porft flare 
velit, ſed siper deſide- 


which God preſented to it in the ftate of grace, and therefore the Soueraigne Tudge, viis varietur,vt quie- 


for puntshment , ſuffreth him to- goe continually floating 4s in 4 tempeſtuous ſea o 
thoughts, without eyther finding bottome or shore, He is ever turmoyled with new 


deſires and diſtur bances, If he be employed , he wisbeth repoſe , and if he hath neuer 
ſo little repoſe , be is vexed and requireth buſineſſe, And although al men reſent 


the effects of this inconſtancy , yet ſhe notwithſtanding oftentymes bea. 


reth ſway in the Palaces of great men, There are to be found many 
Endymions , who imbrace the moone; harts wheeled about in ſtrange 1a- 
byrinths , ſurcharged with quickeſiluer and changeable atomyes ; ſpi- 
rits which perpetually are vpon turbulencies , gnawne with a certayne 
itch of nouelliſme, diſtaſted with what is paſt , and alwayes perplexed 
with what is to come , they heare al the minutes ſtrike , but the hower 
of repoſe they know not. The cauſes of this exorbitancy are manifeſt, & 
the conſideration is profitable, that remedy may thereunto be ſought. 
Toſome it hapneth by a certayne natural leuity of a ſpirit cuer gliding & 
1umping vpon al ſorts of obieRs,, as a butterfly amongſt lowers, To others 
by a certaine facility which they haue totake diſtaſt yp the ſodayneagainſt 
al things, yeacuenthe moſt delightful, To others by a certaine greedineſſe, 

H 3 which 


rue action? defideres, 
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Saluian |, r. guber- which maketh them euer to haue things preſent in ſcorne, and thingsto 
SEE nm comeinefteeme, They reſemblethe dog inthe fable, they no ſooner haue the 
ſemper vells que 5" ſubſtance, but forſaking it they reach atthe ſhadow , and atrerward patho. 
deſwns. nately ſceke what they did forgoe, To others by acertayne curiofity and im- 
patience-of too much repole. They doe, as thoſe,who hauiug no great deſire 
to {lcep , caſt themſclues vpon a bed of caſe, turning from one ſide to ano. 
ther, vntil they found ſleep by their owne wearineſle. To others by a diſtem. 
per of paſſiqns commixed togeather, which ſharply bite them like vermine, 
To others by certaine timerous appetites, in ſuch ſort that they dare not doe 
al rheydefire, and cannor obtaine ai they dare wiſh for; this euer holdeth 
them with a throat open for prey, which by it's flight leaueth them nothing 
but a meer illuſion. To others by a cerrayne mouldinefle of a dul ſpirit, which 
cannot diſinuolue their thoughts, nor fayrely accommodate their purpoſeto 
eſtabliſh them inany kind of a confidentlife. They reſemble tharlitle bird of 
py the ſea, called Exicalus, whichduring his whole lite (as it is ſayd)vſeth no en. 
AElian. 12. de an;, deauourto build his owneneſt , but goeth euer waniring vp and downe , if 
mal. Suidas other for pure pitty doe not contribute of theirs. Al this iconſtancy of life 
R19Kaes , is an eſſential obſtacle which totally hindreth the progrelle of perfection, the 
reaſons whereof are moſt euident, | 
Thefirſt is, that one can execute nothing jn matter of vertue,if he hane not 
Reaſons againſt an ayme and purpoſe wehreRified , otherwiſe it'1s not to liue, but to fright 
incouſtancic, crowes and pyes with fanſy.Now ſo it is,that al thoſe who dance this jigge of 
inconſtancy , haue neither butt nor ſcope of aſſurance ; they perperually are 
tranſported where the ſtorme carieth them ; they are alwayes ſtrangers in 
their owne Countries , and gueſts in their proper houſes ; you would ſay they 
had but one ſole motion , one ſole action in this life, which is to turne topſy. 
turuy al things, & to doe nothing; and if they doe good, it 1s when they leaſt 
think of it, and ofrentymes they tind they muſt leauero liue, before they haue 
once thought why they were borne. S. Thomas ſayth : The property of a reaſonably 
$.Thom.1.2.qu># Nature is to worke for awend , otherw.ſe it is a brunsh athon. And alt! ough the ends 
1. Sme prop'ſe va- ſceme greatly different & ſcattered in the vniucrſality of creatures, notwith. 
gantur, querenze' we ſtanding they areal recolle&edin God , as beames in theSun,, the center. 
ge , nec 994879 1;oht. 'T is that at which necefarily we muſt ayme, to find the Temple of 
OE: repoſe. Quicke-ſiluercreepeth vp and downe and trembleth , vntil it hath 
found gold with which it may commixe : in like manner the hart of man 
boundeth and skippcth here and there in it's owne diſturbances, There is 
nought but inmps and ſallyes , but ebbs and flouds;; but accefles of fire and 
yce, vntil ſuchtyme as it is vnitedto'\t's Creatout,fubmitting it-ſelfe to ſome 
conſtant and"regulat manner of life, thereby to ſerue his Dinine Maieſty,'S, 
Auguſtine very liucly explicateth the miſery oft this wandring lite which he 
S. Auguſt. ſoli, r3, had madetryalof, and the happineſſe he enioyed when he couragiouſly ſer. 
led himiſelfeto a ſtable ſtate of vertue. You would fay hearing this ſpoken, 
Fx quo meeb vnitate that his ſoule like a ſmal current of water, ſeperated for ſome tyme from God 
benit.tis tne ſumms *hjs trge ſource, glideth along by the ſenſes, as by rufty' and defiled pipes; 
+ Prcainry wk There the ſoule is euer perplexed and inuolued, finding payne inrepoſe , and 
mitas Lapſum me per TNIrIt in aboundance, vritil returning to it's original head ,it commeth to rel- 
carnales ſinſur diſii= 1iſh moſt delicious contentments , which make it ſay ro God : My God 1 now 
paxit , & ab wno in þ now, chat nd good can be had without thee , the true, only , and Sontraigne good ; in ener) 
ED veel place , where 1 am without thee, I neuer am without payne. Al the good which is nor God, 
,.. ſeemrth vynto me ameer penury, You tnaniteftly behold , how this inſtability of 
life, for that it aymeth not at the ſcope at which our thonghts ſhould be 
leuelled , not only alienateth you from tranquiHliry but expoſeth you to moſt 
thorny difficulties , and in the end to deplorable diſaſters, 
The other reaſon, which maketh inconſtancie very preiudicial to al ver- 
$s. Reafon. He muft - tue 
lick his dcare. | 
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rue, is, that one can doe no great thihg z vnleſſe he faſhion it as the beate 
doth her whelp by licking. Tyme and trequent diligence are neceflaril y re- 

quired,to make good habits bud inthe hart of man. The plant which is ofren 
transferred from one place to another,ſeldome beareth fruit. Viands which 
the ſtomack doth nor Jeaſurely entertayne,are 1] diſgeſted-: remedies,perpe- 
rually changed onein theneck of another, kil the body : The wound, which _ 
continually is vexed, cannot conſolidate : The wandring ſcholler newer becometh 4 Par 
good Clerk,, We of neceſſity muſt breake and rame our {clues ro the thing we Pere 
vndertake. Herhat is cuery-where,is no where, And yet notwithſtanding, 

this is an inſeparable property of inconſtancy, neuerlongy to leaue the mind 

in any honeſt excrciſethatſo it may takea perfe& tincture, trom whence 

it commeth to paſſe, rhat al her chilu-beds are falſe conceprioits,and herpro- 

tons abortions, | . 

— Antboay aduiſed a ſoule deſirous of aduancement, three things. Firſt, |, of S.Ane 
ro addi& it-ſclfe much to the exerciſe of the preſence of God, The ſecond,to Apotheg,P P. 
take the holy Scripture for the ryle of his a&i6s. The third, to hold firme t00 -  =— 
tingin conſtancy. You wil lay , that Marcus 4 urelius Antonius had learned this —__ 1,de _ 
precept of the Chriſtians: for in the firſt book of his life he caſteth out of 14% 

the Temple of vertue certayne people, which he callerh by a very ſignificant | 
Greek word grresww, as one would ſay balls caſt into the ayre , and he ad- gimrasmow. 

deth, that it is needfultoreclayme and accommodate ones felteto tyme and Galtne ts 
occaſion, to obtaine our deſire, which rules Smelericus, famous in the deſerts, * glſiceant. 
obſeruing , was accuſtomed to ſay : Iſ the her brood not ber egyes, »be hath no deſire giz, Frequent ac mobi- 
tom::x them diſcloſe. And not to ſpeak of Saints, a wiſe Hiſtorian hath wel lis cranſuuu mi 
oLieraed : The greateſt bindrance which can come to the per fettion of 4 ggod worke , isto perf a x A = 
goe pearching, as 4 bird jrom bough to bough, without exer ſtung. wad, 

Why doe you not then make aſerious reſolution, to forſake al theſe cue of Cour- 


Senec. epiſt.2. 


| weakneſſes, and deuote your ſelfe for ſome good tyme to conltancy 2 You riars. 


anſwer : It cannot he done, we are tn the Cuurt , we are in the world, we liue in the king- 

dome of inconſtancy, what meazcs be we to deliatr our ſelues from theſe lawes ? If we were 
Hermits, our recreation would be to tel the houres of the day , and ro make them ours by 4 

prudent Oeconomy ; but beer we joilow the wind vf neceſſity, the torrent of ſociety tranſpor- 

zeth ys, we no longer are our ſelues, It is a lamentable thing , to put purpoſely the Anſwer, 
diſeaſe into celpayre, for feare ot recure, How vniuſt ate we to accuſe al that 

which is abour vs,& euer to ſpare our culpable heads : we complayne of the 

tyme which ſlydeth away from vs;places and ſocieties doe vs wrong, which 

would be euer p$fitable if we would our (clues; the buſineſſes kil vs, which 

we might make the inſtruments of vertue ; al things afflict vs, we accuſe 
heauen, and earth, and haue no burden more weighty then our ſelnes. What 
neceſſity is there to lay the faults of your owne leuity vpon things inſen- 
ible > Your inconſtancy is your vice, it is your owhe nature,Were it NOT A Li modyjursened 
a goodly thing to behold the tarrand ( a creature which Ariſtotle and Philo phj1o de remulen« 
ſpeaketh of) who paſſing through a garden takerh ſo many colours as there tia, 

are diuers plants; to complayne that theſe hearbs, and not his-owne skin doe 

wrongto him, who is mutable and penetrable with al ſorts of impreſſions? 

This happeneth not to any other creatures , why to him? Wherefore ſhould 

the polypus and camelion conteſt againſt obieRs? Athouſand gallant Cour- 

tiers, athouſand perſonsof quality haue liued and til liue al theft dayes 
in aſſemblies, inaffaires, with a life ſo regular , that al goeth in meaſure and 

compaſſe : the dayes and nights haue not more equality in the equinoGial, - 

then they in al their mannages of affaires.And youthrougha cerraine remiſl. 

neflc of hart , weakneſſe,a talle idza,, or rather through a very ſoothing of 
nature, ſuffer your ſclues to run without bridle vpon al occaſions, ( chan- 


| geable creatures ) reſembling the varions colours of the doue's breſt, which 


one knoweth not how to diſtinguiſh, See you not that this is to betray your 
owne 
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your owne manhood?What ought you to doe to auoid this Obſtacle? 

Firſt, ro enter into your ſclues to conſider what paſſeth there, to beholg 
from what root, from what ſource this tumultuary lite proceedeth, to take 
away the cauſe,to ſuppreſle the effec, 

To apprehend ſeriouſly the end for which man is created, to bend a 
your ſigewes and arteries to arriue thither, tovſecreatures as meancs and 
inſtruments of happineſſe, by the way of vienot fruition. 

To purge the ſoule from ſinnes, which oftentymes rayſe this ſtorme, by; 
good general Confeiſion,and ſeriouſly cut off, thoſe paſſions which molt ſe. 
ditiouſly aſſault you, 

To accommodate al your dayly ations by the aduiſe of your Ghoſtly 
Father, and to make a good reſolution ſtrictly to obſerue it, as nrach as in 
you lycth. 

To Conſider, how many Pagans, to make themſclues eminently excellent 
in ſome faculty,haue determined of their owne meer motion to be confined 
to cauernes,and ſhaued like fooles , for auoydance of company and retyre. 
ment to that which they intended:ſo did Demoſthenes the Oratour; why ſhould 
not we to faue our ſoules doe that , which he did to refine his language? 

If any weakeneſſe occurre after theſe Good purpoſ$, not ro diſturb your 
ſclfe for it, ſuppoſing conſtancy impoſſible , becauſe it falleth out you are 
inconſtant, to corre& what is paſt, to order what is preſent,to peruent thingy 
to come, and to fortify your ſelfe cuen by falles. = 


— 
——___Cr_ 
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V. OBSTACLE 


Di/ſimulation, 


| NE of the greateſt obſtacles of vertue is , for that man 

liueth in the world as on a ſtage, perpetually witha 

maske on his forehead; every one would ſceme that 

which he is nor, and none wil auow what he is, Thoſe 

{> which come ncereſt to God,arethe moſt fimple,becauſf 

) the diuine nature is fimplicity it-ſelte. The moſt remote, 

are the moſt double and palliated, This ſimplicity, the 

prime vertue of Saints, which hath guilded the face of 

the golden Age with it's rayes, is ſo alienated from the cuſtome of our 
tymes, that not ſo much as the name thereof is knowne, It1s taken to be 
foppery, although it be the quinteſſence of prudence. To befimple, isto 
make the hart accord with the tongue and hands: Itis to haue in al your de- 
portments a natural and genuine ſincerity, exempt from traud, from vanity, 
and hypocriſy. Itis a thing almoſt as rare in Court as a white rauen; the 
mas ke is better beloued then the viſage , the reſemblance then the eſſence, 
Opinion then conſcience. The moſt part of Courtiers are monſters with two 
tongues, and two harts; few are there which take not Amphiraus deuiſe the 
quire contrary way,who ſaid, he would be,and not ſeeme, Ar this day in 
matter of vertue men better loue to ſeeme what they are not, thento be 


Greg,Nazian in D, Cat they ſceme., It were a ridiculous vanity ſayd S. Gregory Naxtangen if an 


Iambic. 


ant ſhould take an Ape for a Lyon, and the poore Ape ſhould afterwards 


Ti yop TH&x0 8805 fa) into the throat of the wolfe, it ſhould be ſmal contentement to be eſtce« 


mot Atwr, 


med by this litle creature a Lyon in fantaſy and to be deuoured by this other 
beaſt in verity. And yet notwithſtanding corrupt depraued nature doth 


cle&al her vertues and felicitics in piRure , and puniſhments in _—_— ( 
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bane much wondred at an ancient medal , which Villalpaze in his epiſtle Arare medal of 
in the frontiſpice of his book which he dedicated to Philip rhe third, Kingof Marke Anthony, 
Spayne,afirmethto haue fallen into his hands, In this medal was ſeen on one 
fide the magnificent Temple of lerifalem , with certaine Hebrew characters 
much deformed with ruſt ; onthe other ſide there was the figure of Marke 
Anthony wel engrauen which this inſcription : Salomon, This inuentich came 


b ; from Herod, a great flatterer of Roman Princes On whom he ſaw his fortunes 
i, Ya * 


depended, and verily he followed Marke Axtonyes ſtandard while good ſuc- 
cefle waited on his colours, but afterwards beholding that al yealded to the 
vicarious armes of Auguſtus Ceſar, he ſought and obteyned his fanour by al 
poſſible ſubtile endeauours. Howſocuer he cauſed this beautiful medal to 
be made, which gaue to the veryeſt ſotamong Princes the name of the wiſeſk 
amongſt Kings, and Marke Antony who neither had piety nor Religion in his 
ſoule, beheld himſelfe cuen willingly ſtamped in this coyne, as the true 
ouardian and Church-warden of the Templc of God; fomuch man affefteth 
the very thadowes of good, after he hath loſt the ſubſtance. At this day this 
paſſion outragiauſly predominateth euen to tury;in al places there 1s no- 

thing but countertciting and affeRations. Hypocriſy ratgneth in painting, 
in habits, hypocriſy is in complements, hypocriſy is in bulinefles, hypocriſy 

lodgeth in al ages, al ſexes, al conditions ; hypocriſy goeth euento Altars, 
Ambition,auarice,luxury, and other vices, althoughdeeply rooted, forſake 
man when he forſakes him-ſelfe; it is only hypocriſy which attendeth him to 
his graue, and wil ſleep vnder his aſhes : ſo many golden lyes , are witneſſes 


The Kingdome of 
hypocriſy, 


| thereof , which perpetually doc enſhrine carcaſſes. Man is ſo madeto ſeeme 
| what he is not and to diſſemblethat which he is, ſo double and ſo repleni- 


ſhed with mutable eſſences, that he him-ſelfe is deceiued in him-ſelfe, and 
raketh him-ſelte for other then he is. Men are not contented to corrupt their . 
apparel, their language, haire, viſage,ſoule,body,ſciences, arres, but they alſo 
wil violate vertues,the daghters ofthe Diuinity;they deſpoylethem of their ©,,,ecfeirvers 
natural plumes to cloth vice. If there be exceſlc of cruelty in the chaſtiſemet ues, 
of ſome crime, it is called iuſtice if choller be predominant , it 1s termed 
zealce; it effeminacy of hart creep in, it is entituled meekneſle ; prodigality 
borroweth the name of mercy ; niggardlynefle, of good husbandry; cowar- 
diſe of prudence , obſtinacy of conſtancy , inconſtancy of facility and cir- 
cumſpe&ion; weakenefle of courage,of humility ; pride of liberty; laſyneſle 
of tranquility , diſturbance of ſpirir, of vigilancy; precipitation, of teruour, 
dulnes , of good counſel ; and not to keep promiſe with any man, 1s ſaid 
ISto be equal with al men, | 
$. Gregory the Great cxcellently moralizeth this in the book of Iob, where Creg-moral.z.c.240 
he ſheweth that the moſt part of men are al griſtle , which hath the reſem- 9 7": le wits 
Ss a, 
blance of bones, but not the ſolidity of bones;they haue the appearance of ,,« «Hendunt inſe 
vertue, but not the firmeneſſe. What remedy is there for this abuſe deep rectiminis ſpeci, ſed 
rooted innature ? 1 wil only produce two reaſons, wel worthy of confide- © prawitatir prodenns 
ration, Firſt, that ( ſpeaking to noble harts)it ſeemeth to me it is to-produce _ we OW 
a moſt irrefragable motiue of deteftarion of any vice, when the baſenes,and neeriths 
ipnominy therof is diſconered, for that is it which hath moſt power ouer Baſcneſle of this 
generous ſpirits. Now ſo ir is, this hypocriſy which maketh you , ( O noble vice. 
men) alwayes to liue diſguiſed,is quite contrary to the condition of a braue 
and generoufly elated ſpirit, Becaulc if it be impreſſed with a good ſtamp, it 
naturally loueth the liberty and freed ome, which vnauoydably is oppreſſed 
In theſe palliations, crouchings, and counterfeitings. They are the tricks 
E apes and foxes, and in no ſort are ſutable to the nature of a generous 
yon, 
| Beſides , ſeeing God openeth vnto vsthe great booke of the world, as a Hypocrit cali 
piece of parchment guildedand traced with his pencil, for vs theretntoread ;./;1. great booke 
that ofthcworld, 
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22 THE HOLY COVRT,. Par.r. 4.3: 


that which is for our inftrucion, if we wil conſider diligently the moſt fl 
lime things, we ſhal find they nagurally ſtrike atthis vanity which make 
youto diſplay apparences to the eyes of men outwaraly , hauing nothiqs 
ſolid within. It ſeemeth thar al the mgiſter-pieces of this celeſtial and'ele, 

mentary world, as it were by a common conſent, doe hide al whatt 
Parte ſui meliore latts, haue ff moſt eminency and worth, bearing for deuiſe : I bide the better part, | 
. 4s true, that heauen ſheweth it-{elfe wholy relucent in ſtarres & brightneſ 
| but couereth his powerful influences, which by their ſecret extent giue mg 
tion tothis great houſe of nature.lr is true,the ayre maketh his meteors ty 
appeare to the view of the whole world ; but this ſecret vertue which dot 
penetrate vs cuen tothe hart, and bringeth life and refreſhment to vs vpa 
it's wings, who can tel me what colour it is of ?The tyre vnfoldeth his flama 
to vs, but this commanding heat which conquereth & ſottneth the hardeſ 
mettals , doe we behold it ? The calme ſea, dilighteth vs with his ſmyling 
countenace at that tyme eſpecially when it becommecth ( as it were ) frizle 
and curled by ſome gracious and gentle gale, & coloured with the beame 
of abright Sun which beat vpon it; but this luſtrous beauty , what is it j 
compariſon of the treaſures, which he concealeth inthe ftorchouſe of hj 
abyſſes 2 The earth it-ſelfe likewiſe maketh her boaſt inthe ſpring , variet 
and enammeled with her natural pieces of painting , and ſparkled with 
thouſand petty flowers , which ſtand as the eyes of the meadowes; bur thel 
doe ecclypſe each euening and morning : Quite contrary , the metrals whid 
thisearthencloſeth, and as it were engulferh in her entrailes , after they are 
wrought and polliſhed by the artful hands of Lapidaries, retainea luſtre 
a long date, which reſplendently ſhine vpon the cup-boards of Kings and the 
great men of the earth. What leflon of nature 1s this, to hideal which it hath 
of greateſt valew? And what corruption of nature in man,to hold in the bot. 
tome of his hart ſtench and dunghils, andto plaiſter it ouer with a vain 
, , hypocriſy? 
ppacrity ebdeyr- God hath not only imprinted this verity of which I ſpeake inthe grez 
heaucn © © © booke of nature, bur he+hath as it were engrauen, and ſtampr it with hi 
Sport of God, and hand,in the monuments of the old and new law. The paſtymes of great me 
what. 1. Cor.1, are Theaters,Tylt-yards,and Amphitheaters,and the ſport of the dtuine wik 
L7e fiulta ſue munds dome in this vniuerſe,is to hide treaſures vnderthe barke & mantel of ſons 
—_ Pew vt /%- perſons, baſe, and abict in apparence.Inthe old law a ſtammering ſhephead 
at ſapientes, ex in- 7 . 
firms mundielegs 15 Choſen to carry the wordto a Monarchy, to ſhake and ouerturne with 
Deus vt confundas Ppoore wand the pillers of his Empire , todiuide ſeas, to calme billowes, tt 
foriia,&ignobilis open the bowels of rocks, to command al the elements, & fil the world witl 
_ & cov'empti- yyonders. In the new law ſimple fiſhermen, almoſt as dumb and mure as the 
12 elegit Deur,ch ea X k , | 

qugnon ſuns, v1 va Pbes themſelues, are choſen to catch in their nets Philoſophers, Kings 
guy ſunt deftruers, Citties , Prouinces, and Empires. Behold the ordinary cultome of God ti 
hold pearles in ſhels, ſweet perfumes in very abicc boxes. The true marke0 

greatneſſe inthe judgement of God,is,at firſt bluſh externally notto appe: 
great.On the contrary it is the a of a flat, ridiculous, aud benummed vanity 
to be deſirous to ſurprize the eyes with a counterfeit and caprious beauty, 
Deformity of hy. Wh1cb afterward appearing in it's natine colours makesthe deformity there 

ty of hy- - ne HE . 

pocriſy, ofthe more diſhgured,What a ſhameful thing ir is toa hart which hath neue 
ſo litle reſentment of nobility,to cre& a reſplendent ſepulcher, to boaſt exte 
riourly marbles.gildings, characters, titles, and to haue nothing within but 
bones, putrifa&tion,and aſhes;to caſt a certaine luſtre through the! ignorance 
and obſcurity of an Age become brutiſh, and then to be in effe& but afilh 
worme to liue in the world as a ſnayle,to make long filuer traces, and to be 
nothing elſe but froath; to haue the back couered with veluet like a cuſhin, 

and the belly ſtuffed with hay;to make oſtent of leanes and verdure like 


wood,and to be repleniſhed with ſerpents ! Is it poilible, that a noble oy 
whed 
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v. OBSTACLE. DISSTMYLATION. 3; 


when it hath no other ſuperaiſour but it's awne conſcience , carſuffer thoſe 
ſhames? & gentile ſpirit faid ro an 01d man who cauſed his grifly hayres to 
be painted withrhe luftre of greene youth: Poore faole,altthoughthou cout 
deſt deceine the whole world with thy hayre, yet death wel knowerh they are gray. Scit te Proſerpink 
So when an hypocrite ſhal happen raconceale his iugling from al thefe who «wm. 
accompany him, which indeed cannot be done (mennow being endugd with 
penctrating cyes) yet one cannot deceiuethe eye af his. conſetence;, quick- 
ſighted to pierce ſuch fatthoods with brighe refle&ion. 1 fay nothing of the 
thame and ignominy that muſt be vndergone after it is difcquered arid 
taken with thermanner like a cut-purſe: I fpeake nothivg at the rackes; tor- 
tures,affrightments, and perplexiries; in which they line who defireto encer- yu 
rayne theſe ſcemings. A great wit hath welſayd, that fuch peqple arethe Reg ——_ 
oxen of Baai, who are cur for ſacrifice in litle gobbets, but narwithſtanding "I 
recciue not fire from heauen ; theſe miſerable creatures macerate and kil 
themſelues, to ſacrifice rhemſelues ro the appetites of the world , withour 
cuer taſting the conſolations of God which they baue renounced:Ler vs lay 
their paynes apart, let vs admit that with theſe laborious endeauours they 
might alwayes liue cloked , alwayes hidden from the eyes of the warld, yea 
cuen fromthe al-piercing eye of their owne conſcience. = 
It is moſt manifeſt, and conſiderable for the ſecond reaſon, that it isim- * Reaſons 
poſſible to decetne God, whole eye repleniſhed with lightning-flaſhes tranſe 
paſſeth through the abyſſes,and maketh hcl it-ſelfe confefle it hath not dark- 
neſſe enough to ſhadow it from his face. Now ſo it is, that God condemneth, 
reproueth, chaſticerh with the particular indignation of his hart this plai- | 
ſtered life, and therefore as the Interpreters of the Scripture obſerue, he re- Leuit. rt. 18, _ 
jected the ſwan, notwithſtanding the whitneſſe of her feathers and the The ſwan and the 
ſweetnefle of note which is aſcribed to her; nor would heeyer admit her in Mfrichreieaed oy 
the number of his victimes, becauſe vthder pure white feathers ſhe hidetha 
black fleſh, For the ſame reaſon he nener would haue the Oſtrich, who hath 
only the oſtentous boaſts of wings,and no flight, ſo much he deteſteth appa- 
rence fruitleſſe and effeleſſe;Firſt or laſt he wil ( faith holy 1b) take away 19, 18, 1% 
the maske, ſothat the life of hypocrites ſhal be as the ſpiders web in the ; 
iudgement of God; they ſhal thinke they haue ſped wel, but eucen ro haue 
hidden themſclues : al shal be reſolued into nothing, to make them appcare 
what they are ina moſt ignominious nakednefle. They now are Panthers, 
who have their skinnes ſpotted with flowers and mirrours , that ſearch out 
ſecret founraines to wash away the ordures and impreſſions of their crimes, 
& itis related of this creature, But the day of God wil come , when (as the 
Prophet Eſay ſaith) the Panthers waters shal wholly be dried and ſoaked Waters of Pang 
vp;that is to ſay as Ailredas interpreteth it , that al the- counterfeirings and thers, Ifay, 15. 
diſſimulations of the world $hal find no more water to whiten them. We al <Aq*< Nimrim flas 
naturally feare the publication of our vices ſo ſenſible we are in the touches ©": 
of honour, 
Thoſe poore Mileſiay mayds , who moued with enraged deſpaire ran ro 
halters and teepy precipices, could neucr be diuerted from this fury,cither 
by the ſweet admonishment of their parents or rigorous menaces of 
Tudges : but when by decree the naked bodies of thoſe who had violated the _ 
law of nature by this moſt wicked attempt were caſt yponthe durghil, che 
only apprehenſion of nakednefle, and of the nakednefle of a body bereaued 
of ſenſe, ſtayed the courſe of theſe execrable frenzies. And without ſpeaking } 
of ancient Hiſtories, William Bishop of Lyous telatcth,thara certaine Damſel 
painted, inan Age when ſimplicity was in great eſtceme , asshe wene along w 
an a proceſſis, behold by chicean Ape came out of « 8hop,who lezpedon her Trick of an Apoy 
Shoulders and took off her coife,& made a litledeformity appeare,couered 
act painting and difimulation , whereby vhe felt her felfe — 
| wit 
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Auguft.1.83.queſt. 
Summa &+ diuma 
wirtu: «HF neminem 
decipure: vitimum 
witzum oft quembibe 


decipere, 


A notable fable; 


with dolour and'confuſion, If the ſmal affronts and diſgraces which were. 
cciue in the world haue ſo much force, what wil it be then when the Souerai- 
gne Tudge $hal rake away the ſcarfe, and make a cauterized conſcience ap. 
peare?Whar wil it be, when with as many torches and burning lights, as there 
then shal be of Angels and of the eie&by his ſide , he shal penetrate cuento 
the bortome of a loſt ſoule? Where then $hal be his plaiſterings , where his 
diſfimulations and hypocriſies inthe abyſſe of this confuſion ? It isa thing 
which we rather may meditate on in ſilence then expreſle in words. 

Vpon theſe conſiderations reſolue with your {clues ro build your ſalua. 
tion vypon the firme rock of truth , and not on avaine repuration , vpon the 
flippery mouing ſands of humane apparences. Imitate that good King, father 
of $.Lewis, who bare 2 ſcepter made like an obeliskein a ring, with thisde. | 
uiſe: Volo ſolidum perenne, as who Should ſay, al his intentions aymed at heauen 
and eternity, | : 

Make a determinate purpoſe as much as poſſibly you may, to anoid in 
your apparrcl, in your hayre, in your words, in your actions al ſorts of atfec. 
tation,of hypocriſy ,of folly,as things baſe, ſottish, ridiculous, and wicked, 
eucr remembring this ſentence of S. Augultine : A great aid digine verrae it is 
deceine no man : The laſt and moſt miſchieuous of al vices,1s to deceiue the whole world, 
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manner, and greatly replenished with moral inſtruction.The y 
; poore ſpider complayneth she laboureth night and day to 

make her webs, with ſo much feruour and diligence tha : 

© $he vnbowelleth herſelte, powering forth her ſubſtance and _ 

ſtrength to accomplish her worke: yet notwithſtanding her endeauour (6 of 
litle proſpereth,as that after she hath brought rhis her web toperte&ion,z Ko 
ſilly ſeruant comes with a broom and in an inſtant vndoes what ſhe could wi 
not produce perhaps ſcarcely in ten yeares.But if it happen he eſcape fromWQ, -. 
this perſecution,which ſeldome is ſeen in great mens houſes, yet al the fruit 2 
ſhe may expe& from {o much toyle, is burto take ſome wreched fly in hai ,; 
web.Behold you not heerin ſufhcient cauſe ro bewayle her miſery? The (ilk x 
worme quite contrary boaſteth herſelte to be one of the moſt happy crex- ſp 


tures which liues onthe face of the earth. For ( ſaith he ) I am ſought after's 
if Iwere apretious diamond, I am exported from forraigne countries, happy &,, 
is he who beſt can lodge,breed,entertaine,and cheriſh me; men bend al their 
induſtry to ſerue my eaſeful repoſe, and commodities. If I trauel my payae is 


wel beſtowed: but be it how you wil ( filly ſpider ) that you take flyes, 1 _ 
Ccaptiuate Kings, The greateſt Monarchs of the earth are involued inmy _ 
threeds; Queens and great Ladyes make of my workesthe entertaynment »hi 
of their beautics; and thePotentates which wil not depend vpon ayy are .:_ 
dignified by alitle worme. The foure corners of the earth diuide my labour -;, . 
with admiration; andnot being able to goe higher, although I reach not to nid 


heauen, yet 1 behold the Altars glitter vnder the embelliſhments which iſſue the 
from my entrayles.And verily there is great difterence, between the trauel. inſt 
of the ſpider,and paine of the filke-worme, The indultry of theſetwo lite © 


creatures-doe naturally figure vnto vs two ſorts of perſons, wherof the 
| one 
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' inſtrument ? With a fine ; which is the cauſe that they hold nothin 
One fiſheth ten yeares, another twenty, another thirty, another fourty, ano< 


VI. OBSTACLE. TIME LOST: 76 


one laboureth for vanity , the other for verity.. Al men comming into 

this life , enter thereinto as into a ſhop of toyle , whichis as natural ro 

them, as flight for birds. A great man after he had wel conſtdered this: agzamus de Santo 
ſentence of Iob, cauſed theſe words to be inſcribed on his tomb , wel worthy Vigore, 

of poderation; that isro ſay: Mai entrerh into being by the gate of not being, as he, Aworthy Epitaph. 


who is as ſoone in ſinne as in narure ; his birth is 4 panihment, his life a trauel, and his death a C enceptie en/pe, naſe 
neceſity. | 


| ci pan , neceſſe mori, 

And very wel Tertallian obſerueth that God the Creatour clothing man An excellent con- 
withskins after his fal, (which 1s the attyre of ſlaues and ſcruitours whom ceit of Tertullian, 
weſendtodelue in mynes) thereby would figaity to him, he ſhould enter into He _ | 
the world as into a myne to labour and dig , vntil he had foynda tomb, Foal te pales 
This payne then being neceſlarily reſolued vpon, one of the moſt important : 
points for dire&ion of life, is, totake a good imployment,and welto beſtow 
your tyme , fince through want of this good endeauour lite is filled with 4 
buſy fluggiſhnefſe , with voprofitable labours, with remorſe , with ſhame, 
which oftentymes draggethatter it an cternity of payne.lt is one of the grea- 7, qreatablls: 
teſt confuſions which at this day predom:naterh inthe ltues & actions of men cles of ſaluation, 
of quality.Someare ouerwhelmed with affayres cuen from morning til nzghr; 
and thinke vpon euery thing but themſeclues. Others roule in a lazineſſe ful 
of molt vayne occupations , aud neuer vnderſtand the principal bufineſſe, 
which is the point of their ſaluation, We greatly fayle eicher 1n knowledge 
or courage , to handle one of the chiefe paſſages of our lite , which is the ex- 
penceof ryme; we doeas one in elder tymes ſayd: We labour in the mayne Athen, 1. 4: 
point, as if it were but au acceſſory, and we atter-ward take the acceſſory as tgyoy ws Tagegyor 
ifit were the principal, Al rhe petty trifles which concerne the eaſe and ac- T*%2y0 ws teyoy, 
commodation of our bodyes haue their regular tyme , and ſetdome are for- 
gotten, drinking,cating, ſleeping, ſporting, exerciſc thar pleaſeth, be it neuer 
ſo paynful, haue there ſeaſon; the affayreot ſaluation hath none at al, if it take 
not ſome ſmale tyme euen by ſtealth. Behold how corruption is engendred, 
that may be remedyed by the conſideration of two or three reaſons which I 
wil propoſe ynto you. | | 

Firſt know, it is true what the Wiſemi ſayd: Yon oftentymes complayne of diuerſe Reaſons & reme= 
neceſſities of life, one ſayth be bath need of health,another o; liberty ,another ofcresir, another dies, | 
of fauour another of apparrel,, another of money: no man deploreth that he hath need of tyme, ><nec: ep. 1. | 
which indeed is the moſt pretious merchandize. And yet notwithſtanding Zeno aſſured ps = dabis qui 
vs,the thing which man moſt wanted in this life,was tyme.One cannot better 2 ——_ ——_ 
approue the yalew which is to be ſet vpo any thing,then by ſhewing the rarity </mer, 9% imeelligas 
and neceſſity of it, Tyme is not only prerious, but abſolutely neceſſary,Then /* 99%%ie mori? 
thinke whether you ought to holdit deare or nor. Tyme 1s very hard to be Nature the price of 
knowne, how difficult (thinke you) wil it then be to poſſeſle it? Althebraue "I 
ſpirits of the world haue voluntarily put themſelues vpon the torture , only 
todiſcouer what tyme was , yet could they not ſo much as touchthe wings 
thercof. Pythagoras ſayd, it wasthe ſoule of the world; others, that it was hea- 4x1 Tv Terre; 
uen ; others, that it was motion, others the meaſure of motion, Saint Inguſtine Auguſt. Confeſ(, 
amoft admirable wit, ſtrugleth with himſelfe vpon this queſtion as a bird 17 4% 
ina ſtring : He ſayth he knoweth , and he knoweth not, what tyme is, He knowes Quid eft tempos þ 
enough to bold his peace , and knoweth not enough to ſpeake, 1 leaue for you to nemo ex me querat 
thinke , if this ſpirit al compoled of fyre and lightning could not knouw ſcis :  querenti expl;« 
time , how can you haue it in your power. The Scripture compareth _ velim neſtio, 
it to a moſt ſwift riuer , which commeth not but to paſſe along , and Sor y 10, vbJ 
creepeth not but to glide away. Al mortals litle and great ſtand -on Het «que -" a, 
the brinke of this riuer , ro fiſh for tyme, But doe you know with what n 


8+ Riner of time; * 
JL ii ther 
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[f. 
| |] 
| ; ther foureſcore. Out alas ! Al hath paſſed through a ſtue , there remayneth j 
| nothing forthem ; yea cuen the litle infant hanging on the teat of his nurſe, I 
| i which he had ſucked but one day, as yet hathno more, There remaynes but a t 
| poore moment , which we hold as an eel in our hands : at euery turne it eſca. , 
| tl peth from vs; one moment driueth another , as the waue of the ſea thrufteth [ 
| | forward the waue. You ſce, this merchandize is very hard to be kept, and to £ 
uy Fſdras 4.3-39 recouer ſucha loſſe isa thing humanely impoſſible. To meaſure the wind, to | 
wt weigh the flame, to cal back a day pafled, are three effects of like impoſlibili. I 
q ty. God hathreſerued to himſelte the gouernerment of this great dyal of the r 
| world;he himſclfe figureth out the howers, & wil giue this comiſſio tono ma, : 
[| Tam tum femulate ' If the Sun was ſtayed in the tyme of 19ſus it was done, ſayth Saint Chryſoftome, | 
| widebant = in reuerece of the name of 7eſus, of whom this great Caprayne was the tigure, < 
| Sydera veniturum If it recoyled backeten degrees in = of Exechias,it was to ſignify the r 
WO premiſe nomine Te- cara) | ſed himſelfe v: þ 
| || ſun. Scdulius myſterie of the incarnation, when the etet nal Word aba ed himſelte vader the 
[11 Iſai, 38. 8. nyne Q1vres of Angels, cucnto the vniting himſelte to humane nature, the. r 
|| -Stephanus, tenth & iaſt of reaſonable creatures. This large dyal of heauen is not touched, q 
| i 'E but for the great and various motions of the world,& rhe principal myſte: ies Y 
[18 of our fayth:to thinke ſuch achage ſhould be made tor you, were a great fol. a 
| 4 ly. Take tyme while the Sun ſtriketh on yourline; if you wil put the hand of , 
18 the dyal vponthe hower of the preſent day, you ſhal not depend vpon the ex. { 
my Time irrecouera- pected approach of to morrow. See you nor it one red a garmer,it1is made vp , 
[ll ble, againe; if a iewel be loſt, it may be found againe, it a houſe be burnt it is rec. X 
| W: * difyed againe, many tymes much fayrer then euer it was. There is nothing, 4 
14 ſaue tyme,butrerurneth;you ſhal ſooner find the Philoſophers ſtone then tyme | 
Joſt. Alriches are but as chaffe in compariſon of tyme. There is no worſe I 
thiefe thenhe that ſtealerh from himſelfe ſo vnualuable a merchandize, ey- b 
ther in doing il or in doing nothing. | l 
Neceſſity of time. The ſecoud reaſon, which maketh this eſtimation of tyme ſo recommenda. 4 
ble, isthe neceſſity we haue of it, King Antigonus ſpake wiſely , when he ſayd h 
his warre was the warfare of tyme as wel as of armes. And very properly Tc 
may we ſay the ſame. Al our Chriſtian warfare, al our martial diſcipline, al t! 
our exploits conſiſt in laying hold of oportunity, & wel husbanding of tyme, W 
Alitleryme wel employed, which wil be found at the day of our death in our iW *< 
owne hands can put vs in poſſeſſion of a happy eternity.It you haue not tyme, tc 
wel rmay you haue riuers of gold, and magazins of pearles, but heauen you = 
_ .__ ſhal neuer have. = 
| - Pp; -» in Saint G-egory Nazianzen doth ſagely tel vs,that life is anopen faire for al the | © 
ll _ Tater wafer WOrld to trade in. And verily it is anadmirable mart, wherethe merchants,if W * 
Wot! + Toy. Þtov. they wil be wel aduiſed, may barter a vale of teares tor a Paradice of delica- | 
| Marchandizein cjes,earth for heauen,8& a momtt for eternity. Al coliſteth in wel vſing tyme; Ol 
Welt _ inthe other this is the only merchandizeinrequeſt in the other world to which we goe. i * 
(NAM Some infinitly labour to adorne themſclues with the mire & durt of the Indies, _ 
"Jl to wit, with gold and filuer, whichis as abſurd a folly , as if one to climb to iſ © 
14:4 heauen ſhould make himſelf wings of a ſcuttle filled with earth, Others hunt -, 
þ il after glory & honour of the world, which is but ameer counterfait ſemblice fo 
BN in copariſon of the happineſle of Saints; yet they notwithſtading' would cary MW #<: 
| it to heaug;as if one ſhould vndertake to bring by waggon a veſlel of ſtinking of 
FI8 | water an hundred leagues off, to makeſale of it where {treames run of eternal © ?® 
10 fountaynes.Wil you know the merchandize whichis of ſale in heauen?Tribu- MW *0 
| | lation,for there is none, & tyme, for there is nothing bur eternity. Cary thi- int 
| thera litle payne patiently borne, alitle tyme wel employed, and behold you fer 
| become rich for cuer. ſty 
£ Iudge now , if tyme be ſo eſtimable and neceſſary for your ſaluation, what © * 


valew you ſhould ſet ypon it, and whether it be not an intollerable thing to rel 
walt it in fopperies and trifles. Tyme is 11 husbanded by three ſorts of peo- 


ple. 
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ple, Some imploy it in doing 11, others in doing nothing,the reſt in doing too 
much. 1n doing il, the vicious; in doing nothing. the 1ale; in doing too much, 
the vayne and vahappy. Al are as It were cqual in looling tyme, although 

vnequal in the manutr of looſing it, and inthe reward for hauing loſt it. And 
not to ſpeake heer at al either of crimes or negligences, (which are two dan- 
gerous rocks for the ſhip which tranſporteth t, me) {ome ſigh vnder a true 
lazineſſe, but payutul and ſtraightned; others are delighted with vanities and 

meer follies; many are 1nuolued 1n buſinefle vpto the cloow , & yer becauſe 
they doe nottake their ayme wel ( inthat they doe not tranel for heauen, 

and are wholy ignorant of the place and path of the rendeZ- VOus ) al their 
life is a moſt labourſome lo; tering. I hey make much adoe as litle children : 
2bourt butrerflies, They run vp and downe like ratres , whoarelufinitly buſy Labor ſiulorum afſti> 
ro cary arotten nut into their hole, They itriue as hſbesin aponato take the a = 
bir one from another, They wander backward and torward like ants vpon rca 4g 

the body of a tree. Others make tooles of rhemiciucs 1n meer dables,and it is Incn/ulur illis va- 
2 wonder to behol.] the childiſhneflc & aptth crickes ot employments, which nuſque curſureſt, qua- 
are found in thelines of men of eminent quality. See inthe aucient hiſtories —_ ar60- 
a Domutan,vpon whoſe ſhoullers God haa placed the burden ofa valt Empire, ,,i Em 
yet laying alide al other attayres , he euery day relerued {ome houres to him- deiade inimum inanes 
{clte to ſticke lyes through with a boc kin, and thereunto intended as to one 424ntmr. 

of the moſt ſerious afftayrcs of his Kingcome, Hartabue, King of the Hyran's _ de tranq, 
c2ught moles, Bias King of the Lyutars [tabbed trogges , AEropus King of the The de employ- 
Macedonians mace lanternes Behols you not goodly employ ment for Kings? ments of ſome 

Arenot therc{l pray) as vcry tritters robe tound amonglt Chriſtian Nobj. great men. 

lity atthis day ? We ſee men cuenin this Age, who walt al theirtyme in com- = bay 097 : 
bing their haire, waſhing their bearc's, in ltriuigto haue their ſtockis ſpruce- —_ ae —_ 
ly put on, to new hatch their ſwords . to draw on new boots , to enquire for men, © © 
rich garters , to make prouilion of giriles and haugers , to cheapen beauer © 

hats, to buy feathers, to trample vp and downe the {treets to hold aracker, 

to play ardice , to dance the cirque-apace , to gourmanuize 4 banquet, to 

throw rotten orenges at one anotier, to prattle with w omen, to vant of that 

which they haue neuer cone, tocnuy the happy , to contemne the miſe rable, 

to breath pet petually out ot one and rhe fame mouth eyther calumay or ſcof- 

fes; ncuer to vtrer a ſerious word , as if one had abiured al reaſon, and laſtly 

never to ſpeake wcl, but when they intend to ſpeake il, What au vafortunate 

and truantly kind of life isthis 2 When ſuch kind of men haue ended their 

courſe , deſcructhey not to haue the Epitaph of an Ape inſcribed on their 

tombs, ſince they {cruily hauc thus betrayed their manhood? 

Onthe other ſide, we behold women who haue no other trade bur to thinke 

on new fathions tor apparrel, to buy ſ{tuffes, to make therof rich petty-cotes 

and gownes, to bargaine for iewels and pretious ſtones, to rayſe their chopi- 

no's higher. to looke intiteir glafſe abouea hundred t. mes in a day, to cal a 

Councel vponone hayre of their head, to nane Aagel-water, the powder of 

Cypreſſe,to be euer learning ſome new inuention of impoſtureto beare on their 
foreheads,which God himfelte hath conſigned with his owne finger to bethe 

ſeat of thametaſtneſle,to dcuile curioſities intheir chambers, and to coplaine 

ofal the worl.',to ſooth their owne imparience. to braue it throughthe ſtreets 

Intheir coaches, to roame vp and down? to goihippings & child-bed women, 

to tatle with ſpruce carpet-Knightrs, to ſearch through impertinent curioſity 

into al kind of buſineſſes, to know nothing and to ſpeake of al things, to dea- 

fen :alfethe wor! : with their chatrering , and to hold the other in breath and 

ſtudy to dne them ſeruice, to beſtow a f_urth part of their life in cloathing & 
attyring themſelues, another in babling, another in dancing andplaying, the 
reſt in ſlceping; what remayneth for God? | | 
Iz Behold 
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' Behold goodly husbanding of tyme, behold how the exchequer of God ig 
mannaged, and then who wil beamazedtoſcethat alite ſpent in theſe goodly 
exerciſes and imployments, is repleniſhed with darkneſle, with contulion, 
with aſluggiſh and lamentable forgerfulneſle of the lite fo come? The remedy 
for this diſorder js roconſider, 

Remgdien I. How many damned ſoules doe now groanc in flames, whichalthe Oceans 
cannot extinguiſh , for hauing contemaed tyme, which you yer entoy at 
your caſe, He that could onely grant to them one litle moment of theſe excel. 
lent dayes which you ſo prodigally walt , through what thornes , whar fires, 
what yce would not they palle to expiate rhe errours of their paſſed life> 
From what ſcepters , what Empires, what Diademes, would not they volun. 
tarily and freely diſpoyle themſclues to purchaſe one houre of tyme, and im- 
ploy itinthe rigours ofa moſt auſtere penance? Yet youſuppoſe, itmay be 
law ful for you to live in this childiſh ſtupidity, 

I1, How many thinke you at the very inſtant when youread theſe lines 

are there of ſoules newly diſlodged from bodyes, brought to the tribunal 

« of God , condemned to flames for this 1] expence of tyme? What know 

you at how litle a threed the ſword of Iultice hangeth ouer your heads? 

And younotwithſtanding reſemble ſnayles , which ting when their houſes 

are on hire. 

I11I. Take ſo much payne to auoyd an eternal vnhappineſle, as to rayſe 
to your ſclte alitle treaſure out of the thrift of tyme , by raking euery day, 
be ir neuer ſo litleleaſure, to retyre yourſelte within yourlſelte , to behold 
fro whenceyou come and'whither you goe,& what patleth within you; {tudy 
in the booke of your conſcience, which mult be layd opeu, and perhaps 
ſooner then you thinke for. 


IV. Prepare couragiouſly,by the aduiſeof thoſe who guide your coſcience, 


a litle oeconomy of al your actions in the day; keep them ſtrictly,as much as 
you may poſſible, ayd if you happento looſetyme, doe not like ſprendthrifts 


who looſe and know not what they looſe; ſeewhy , and how you looſe , that 


you may ſcaſonably giue remedy thereunto, 


VIE OBSTACLE. 


Intemperance of tongue, 


HIS ſuper-aboundance of tyme and idlenefſe which 
A ordinarily is amougſt Courtiers , doth vndoubtedly 

cauſe in them ſo violent an ouerlaſhing of rongue, 
Sy that now adayes it ſ{welleth like another deluge ouer- 
flowing al mankind. Euagrius a good Authour cited by 


Enagrius apud me- I 
RA! Mela inthe Bibliotheke ot the Fathers,hath produced a 


lIifſam, 


The tongue com- ip . 
paredto the almod RS $2 paſlagevery remarkable,to wit, that among trees the 
_ SA almond bloſſometh firſt ot al, & 15 the firlt that 1s pin- 


= ched with froſt;8& among the parts of man the ton- 
gue firſt of al commeth forthto the field, & is the firſt ſurprized in the ſnares 


ofSathan. If al thoſe who at this preſent might be taxed tor their —_ 
| Es ou 
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ſcorpion , which either tingeth, or euer is ready to tranftixe ; it hath neuer 
been ſeen more fiercely enflamed, It is the woung of frogs deſcribed in 
1x dus, it wasa great ſcourge to behold theſe vgly creatures iſſuing out of 
Nilus, to goe crawling vp and downethe ſilken furnitures and golden plate , 4eeypi. 
of Pharao,as wel as ouer the poore cottagesof beggars. And a greater puniſh- Slander the wound 
ment it is at this day to heare theſe ſlanderous tongues power forth their ve- 9 frogs. 

nome vpon al ſorts of perſons, & to aſſayleas wel the Miters, the Diademes, 

and ſcarlcr, as the ruſſer coat. Euery one sheweth the ſtroakes of calumny; 

eucry one demanding oyle and balme forhis wounds doth notwithſtanding 


Es aſcenderunt rand 
q; terrans 


' couertly hold a sharp lancet to wound anothers eſtimation, The honour of 


Magiſtrates,of Ladies, of yong virgins many tymes moſt innocent is not Fabius declamat; 
ſpared , moſt faithful ſeruirours are traduced by the wiles of calumny ; men Pefmum humanarii 
are bold ro ſpeake any thing, ſince many are willing to belicue al. Very behold "—_ anaer 
"IK . 0, . » qued ſemper auidine 
the greateſt malignity that can be in the minds of men , which is, that they are pleaſed to diſ- yef.nda finguntur, ef 
emole aneuil , and that which bath no foundation of verity findeth colour and countenance affirmations ſumis ex 
from the mouth of a calumniatour. Two euil ſpirits ordinarily breath out calumny:; #omine quicquid now 
che one planterh himſelfe in the tongue ot the detraftour ; the other in the _ Ainels break 
eares of the hearer, They are two ſundry winds, whereof the one commeth = . 
from the gate , the other from the window, When they tofle this tennis-bal 
one to another, you ſee terrible ſport. 

After calumny commerh likewiſe ſcofting, with immodeſt and wicked 
words,which are alſo putinto the mouths of litle children to make them 
witty & pleaſing, Theſe litle creatures doe not yet know whether thiey haue 2 
atongueor no, and we perceiue they already are initiated in the worke of >coffing the har? | 
Sathan. This ſpirit of ſcoffing and impurity ,which pleaſeth it-felfe with vn- binger of arheiſine; 
cleaneſſe of language is a harbinger of athieſme, that marketh him out a 
lodging:and as it is ſaid that the ſea-rat goeth before the whale, in the ſame 
manner groſle and ſenſcleſſe impiery ſuchas it is, maketh vic I know not of 
what kind of filly ſcofling ſpirits, which are taken to be the wiſe of the 
world, vnder the colour that they can campoſe ſome bald ſonnet, whilſt they 
themſclues readily giue the word when to laughat it. Theſe are the curiofi- Buffons the flyes of 


out calumny. 


. ties, the entertainements, the Idols of.meetings. Aaron ſtriking the duſt with Acgypr. 


his rod made flies to ſpring vp, the greateſt ſcourge of &gypr : Icannot tel Exod, ag 

who it is that hath ſtirred vpthe aſhes of Rabelais, nor who hath been verſed 

inthis putrifaction, but by a manifeſt vengeance from heauen we daily be- 

hold nei vermine to ariſe, which endeauour to gnaw and diſlipate al that 

which hath any piety or feare of God in Chriſtianity. ES 
Blind creatures, you know not the euil, and therefore you make no ac- ay. oy ts. 

count to correct it : you find not what to reprehend thewin, but God wil hk pe {ppt 

find for what to deſtroy you. You haue thornes in the middeſt of your feaſts Rs hat a 

and recreations,which wil pierce you cuen tothe drawing of bloud, Take cetero:acque viinan 

away the ſollaces of a Pagan, and preſentto God the alacrity of Chriſtians; inn: quee aduer- 

know you not, that the graſhoppers of the Apocalyps haue the viſage of a vit- —_ OT 

gin and the tayle of a ſcorpion? Altheſe tants and ſcoffes haue the ſeeming men quia wor quaie ſein 

apparence of generoſity,but the poyſon is in the tayle, | ; naſe; ſpine in male = 
Behold in part the diſorders which at this day proceed from three ſorts ©x#1n1ibur,aduerre- 

of tongues, the vaine, the reproachful,the ſcoffing; without ſpeaking art al of mr 

oths , periuries, blaſphemies, which haue the language of hel. What adeluge Deo inbilationi cores 

of corruption ifſueth from one ſmal member of man ? Alas ! whatremedy is nendem, | 

there for al this , it being one of the greateſt obſtacles of ſalnation and Chri- ink 

ſian perfe tion? 
The milchiefe is not only inthe tongue, it is in the hart, and theretore- Remedics, 

medy muſt be applied, co nfidering both the deformity and puniſhment of 

the like vices. The vaine tongue which is praiſed in babble, lyes, flatteries, 

and impertineat chatter , ordinarily proceedeth from a fleight, ſhallaw, idle 


ſpirir 


'$ 
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ſpirit, As it is light, it is ful of toppery ; as ſhallow , it is ſeruilely ſubie&rg 

complacence ; as idle , it ſeeketh employment in vanity , not being able to 

find it in vertue. This intemperance of tongue is an efte of i] governed 

1dleneſfſe, and there it is where the ſearing iron muſt be applyed to make ic 

a ſerious ſoule, much pleaſed which entertainments worthy of a man,able tg 

reſiſt idle toyes, and to ſettle it ina firme poſture, in good employments , tg 

the end it may haue no leaſurero diffuſe it-ſelfe in vaine ſuperfluities, The 

Lips of the ſpouſe. lips of the bride ( as $. Thomas notably obſerueth) are compared to a carna. 

S. Thom.in Cant.4 tion ribban , to informe vs that the ribban ſerues women to bind vp their 

—_ hayre , and the diſcretion of lips ought to tye vp our thoughts, leaſt they be | 

Ic ut vitta COccmea "a . - . , | 

able ms. ſcattered in a thouſand follies of ſpeach. $S. Ambroſe interpreting theſe words 

; of the Wiſemi: Sepi poſſeſionem tuam ſpinis( which admoniſh ro make a hedge of 

Poſſiio wamens ws thornes about our inheritice)ſaith:We haue not any better poſſeſſio the our 

den cor en” ſoulc,no better goldthe our harr, no better Gluer then our words;it 1s about 

elo quinm tw eff this treaſure, we ought ro make our wal.Riuers are tributaries to the Ocean 

Armbr..officior.c-s for al their drops of water,and you atthe laſt judgement of God for euery 

word.1s not this worthy of alitle confiderationrto ſtay a vaine tongue, 

' From whence ca- As for the reproachtul; the one proceedeth from a very ſtupid and groſſe 

lumny proceedeth, - - ,nfideration,from an il liberty, from a dangerous cuſtome, which maketh 

that one ſometimes ſlandercth not purpoſely , and this muſt be correfted by 

prudence and careful obſcruation : the other taketh birth from an enraged 

ſoule, ful of gal and acrimony,which caſterh it's troath out by the tongue, 

finding torment and puniſhment in anothers happinefle , and icarciung out 

it's contentment in the diminution thereof: but it there encountreth a new 

torture , beholding it's reproaches as the foame of the ſea, which beateth on 

the toot of rocks, and flyeth not to the ſteepy top. Great minds diſſipate ca- 

lumnies by the innocency of their life,as the chriſtal current of riuers carry 

along the ſma} flying duſt. Al the arrowes of reproach returne vpon the ca. 

lumniatour, who oftenrymes liueth in this world as a ſolitary wolte,tormen. 

ted with a thouſap#mortal affrightments of a wicked conſcience, which 

make him to begin his hel inthis world, and fimſh it jn the other without 

end.For what mercy can there be fora calumniatqur whodieth inobloquies? 

So many reproaches are ſo many man-flaughters, wherewith (al bloudy he 

goeth to the iudgement 'of God toreceiue the reward of his wickednefſe, 

S.Clemens ep.1,ad $.Clement witneflcth, thar this is the dorine of 5, Peter, who diſtinguiſherh 

= IE 1 ines. £0 forts of homicides ; The one of the hand, the other of the rongue, both 

felkeres _—_ + Punishable with one and theſame paine. There 15 no other remedy bur to 

Jan: homicide dexrag- Take away brotherly hatred by charity , and ſerioutly bridle this yntamel 
| forer eorum. tongue, vntil it be maiſtred. 

Danger ofſcoffing- As for the ſcoffing tongue it proceedeth from a ridiculous ſoule, light, 

= feeble, and Janguishing, in the rellishes of God; and if it further paſſe on tg 

mocke at things ſacred,it is a bud of the ſame impiety.Such goblins & prat- ; 

ling diuels are not commonly cured by reaſon; their harts are worme-eaten, Pit 

and becomerotren with infideliry ;they arc the ſonnes of Cham, ( vnbridled fl 

and difſolute creatures, ) which wil fal into a thouſand diſaſters in this life, Te 


wk. Od -w. 2 fro ac Tr. ac. anos co 


J 


Horrour of calfiny. 


ifthey doe not powerfully amend themſclues, and ſhal in the other world oy 

| find a heap of anger and vengeance for puniſhment of their crimes. Their | 4x 

wo” laughter is thecrackling of thornes, or ſong of ſnayles 1h the flames. Fly, the 
Tongue the incen- ( O Noble men) ſuch plagues, and wel remember what a great perſon ſaid: The) 
fory of the Diui- That your tongue is as the incenſory of the Divinity : vie the marter ſo, that iſ '*< 
BitY your words may be preſentedto the throne of God, as the true pertume of will 
ka I” "Ji 


VIII, OB: 


OB: 


V. OBSTACLE.INTEMP. OF TONGVE. $g 


ſhould looſe the vie thereof, the world would be repleniſhed with dumb men* 
but the euil ſpirit hanalceth his buſfineflſe mnch otherwiſe then the towlers, 
Theſe catch birds to bereaue them of liberty:helaycth hold onthe tongne,tg 
giuc ita falſe frcedame to ſpeake althings, th. ce ſorts of rongues at this day 
arc moſt poryeftully predominant in the occaſions of the world ; the vayne, 
the ſlanderotis, and the ſcothng, | | 
Thevayneſcemethto me to haue been myſtically Ggnified by the Prophet 
£ſay,vnder thetitle of a feathered cymbal. T he cymbal was aninſtrurment eompo- 


{ed of thin plates of braſſe, with certaine {mal barres of iron taſtned & croſle ;-, —_— 
billited in the plates , wherewith they made a great noyce, Others thinke Stan mball 6 
the cymbals are bels, which according tathe opinion of forme were con- 

ſecrared tothe ſernice of the Churchby Pope Sabmian, It is not at this day that 

bels arc jnrequeſt, but as for feathered bels, they are things vahearg of, And'The tongue a feas 


yet notwitiitanding the tongue 1s not only a bel, accorcing rothe allegori ; thered bell, 
£41 interpreration ot rhe words of the Prophet, bur a feathered be). The bel 
goeth not our of it's ſteeple , but the tongue cannot cqnteyne it-lelte in it's 
pallare. She maketh herſclte wings by rhe help of teati:ers and paper, and af= 
ter endeauoureth topalle the ſeas and to beare tire yery fatre inra the-world, 
A ſlight word ſpoken merily in the ſecrer retyrement ot a clotet, ſhal fom- 
tymes be told againe an hundred leagues off, and thal enkinale in the harts 
of many a fire able to put al into combultion, The tongue of the cymbal as jt The tongue of ths 
is a cymbal 1s not the worſt, it offendeth more tiirough complacence theg </mbal, 
malice. It is a tongue truly yayne, which feedeth ir-{clic with a petty affectas 
tion of diſcourſe , with {light lyes, with trifling flatteries, with prattle and 
eatle, In this predicament we ordinarily place the tongues of indiſcreet wo- 
men. The Gyants aftei-the inundation ot waters , would build the tower of 
Babel ; but women in the deluge of tongues payſe the turtets of babble: 0oſp. verboſe , if 
through an cxceſle of idleneſſe, indiſcreation, & curioſity, Inthe ſame ranke 19, 0qu-nees qug 
are the tongues of an infinit number of effeminate Gallants, who waſt a1 "95 21® | 
theirtyme incourting women, complements, affeations , meer fopperies; 5. LO 
had they no otheril in them then nener to pronounce a ſerious word, yet are 
they culpableenough ; but lying and flattery wait on them, as the ſhadow 
doth on the body. A great note of the corruption of this Age is rhe liberty of 
lying which raigneth cuen inthe mquths of-mapy men ot guzliry. It ſeemerh 
now adayes that to lye i5 nq langer a vice, but aneceffity ot nature. The Sa. Verity; 
gestearmed truth to be a ſea whichis neuer moucd , a hauca where no man 
{uffreth ſhfpyyrack, a way which wearieth nat , a gate with neuer is ſhut 
againſt any : bur at this preſent itis a ſea where tew matchanrs ſayle, a hauen 
litle frequented, a way which tq many {eemerh tobe {tapped yp with thornes 
and bryers, and a gate which almoſt is never opened, 
It is ſayd Augujius Ceſar , after along enquiry into al the parts of his Em- 
pire, found but one man who was accounted neuer tq haue tbld a lye , for 
which cauſe he was deemed capable and worthy to be the Sacrificer in the 


Temple of truth, If at this day thelike inquiſirion {heuiu be made, 1 much 


feare the Altar of Verity would rather be without a Prieſt then the ſhrine of 

Jyes without yi&imes, Littlc Children in their beginning praftiſerhis trade; 

the ſpirit of impoſture openeth the way vnto them by the tongue , making 

them in lycs to find the key at al vices. In ſpeaking fallcly one is ſg accuſto- 

medto lying, thar he liyeth therein as in his proper clement, Þ6 is practiſedsLying the key of 

with as much boldneſſe as a man would deſire aduantage tq defend 4 iuſ vice. 

verity : the ordinary proceeding of theſe counterfeix ſpirits wil make vs ; 

henceforth belicuec, that to aſſure athing with ſo much confidence is to af; 

fixme it is falſe. | | 7 368 
Lyes ate moſt eſpecially euery-where predominant in pratlipgs and flat- Tmpertingt prafile? 

| 1 3 tered — 
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Ye, qui confuunt pul- 
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reries,which in my opinio are come to the height of extremity. ſo exorbiraur 
they are. And itis no wonder, ſince the ſpirits of men arc ſo diſpoſed theryn. 
to that thoſe which haue loſt al the markes and impreſſions of vertue wil 
yet retayne the tribute, which is praiſe. They ſee themſclues voluntarily tg 
babblc, and ſelfe-loue hath veyled their eyes with ſo grofle an ignorance 
that they may doe it with much impudence, & yet it ſceme modeſt ,,The ma. 
lediion pronounced by the Prophet Exechiel againſt thoſe who haue litle pil. 


wills [ub omni cubiro 1OW ES of al ſorts for the nice toleane vpon, may now wel berenewed; neuer 


Mans 


hath there been ſo many flatteries ſeen. The children of great men are ſoothed 


Flatery incbriateth by al kind of tongues, and made drunke with their praiſes before they be 


greatmen from 


their cradle, 


Prou, 40. 


throughly awakened,and ſceing they are alwayesbred in curiofity,it ſeemeth 
when any truth is propoſed them, a Phenix is brought trom the other world, 
Seruile ſoules, which bend themſelues like the fiſhers anglingline, ſeeing their 
preferment dependeth vpon their impertinent prating , and that the Altars 
of this falſe greatneſſe wil be ſerued with ſuch ſmoke , ipare it no more then 
one would water inariuer, You ſhal find few or none that wil tel the ape he 
is an ape; this liberty of ſpeach 1s extant in hiſtories, but not at al in cur man- 
ners. The gout ſeeketh out the howſes of rich voluptuous men, and flattery 
the manſions of the eminent : that is it which the Wiſeman would fay in the 
Prouerbs according tothe original tranſlation. The Hebrewes literally vnder. 


S;mi« man'bur nmicitwr 420.4 it by the apes which Salomen cauſed to be tranſported by ſea; with thoſe 


Of moratny in omi- 


bus Retiss 


apes came flatterers and buffons to the Court of this great King, which was 


Apes in the Court the begining of his vnhappineſle.T hoſe whichWflatter, & thoſe whichwillingly 


of Salomon, 


arc flattered are much of the nature of the ape, and al this rattle of Court is 


Faius in manipulo. indeed a meer apiſhneſle, Behold why that learned Prelate Fas, whoſe manuſ. 


Aprety tale otan 


ape, 


Calumay; 


cripts haue very lately been extracted out of libraries, doth moſt natiuely re. 
preſent this verity vnto vs vnder the veile of a fiction, 

He feygnethtwo men, the one an extreme flatrerer , the other iuſt andz 
truth-ſpeaker,catneto lodge inthe howſe of an o1d ape, atthattyme encom- 
paſſed with a plentiful race. The ape asked of the flatterer what opinion he 
had of him. This man accommodating himſelfe to the tyme gaue him many 
ſpecious praiſes, ſaying he was vermillionroſe, & thoſe that enuironed him 
were the leaues ; that he was a Sun, and thoſe that were about him were the 
rayes, that he was as valiant as a Lyon and al his offpring was arace of yong 
Lyons. Behold ſayrththe ape, it 1s wel, and commanded a preſent to be giuen 
him. When it came to thetruth-ſpeakers turne to ſay ſome-wi:at, hereuolued 

. with himſelfe that he could not rel alye, that his nature was alwayes to be 
true, thar if his companion had areward for telling alye, by much morerea- 
fon he ſhould be welcome delivering the truth. He thereupon trecly ſayd to 
him, he was an ape, andal thoſe that attended him were apes like himſelfe; 
for which cauſe the apes prouoked, afſayled him fiercely with their teeth and 
nayles,Behold the condition of this Age: we cannot brooke atruth,our eares 
being alwayes ſtopped with perfumed words, entertayned with falſe praiſes 

and ſcruile complacences, Truth findeth no admittance, and if happily ſhe hit 
vponit, her words are thrones , they teare the skin. The moſt indifſoluble 
friendſhips in apparence are diflolue4 by a litle freedome of a freind. Then 
it is nothing ſtrange if prating and intemperance of tongue be in ſuch force, 
{nce the ſoft temper of ſpirits of this tyme cannot endure any the leaſt liberty 
of ſpeach.As we are exceſſiue in praiſes ſo we hold no meaſure in reprehetion, 
Thoſe who are abſolutely ſenſible of the touches of honour, and cannot rolle- 
rate 4 truth, thinke that al other are inſenſible , ſo prodigal they are of 
another man's fame, They cut, carue, chop with the tongue on euery ſide, 
and you may find a feaſt , where more raw fleſh is deuoured then eithet 
boyled ot roaſted. Calumny doth at this preſent reſemble the tayle of the 
1 ſcor- 

\ 
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VIIL OBSTACLE. 


Curioſity in the reſsentment of. affronts and diſgraces, 


A S men are allured by vaine praiſes, and bath themſelues 18 
* flatteriesas in roſe-water, ſoare they extremely ſenſible of 
& affronts,whether they be real diſgraces or haue no ſubliſtece 
6 atalbutinthe imagination, One cannot touch this ſtring of 
s poynt of honour ſo ſlightly but it wileccho forth ſome 


ſound. Theleaſt word of diſ!aine raiſeth a ſtorme inthe mind, Apprehenfionof 


adiſgrace is a clap of thunder, and one ſcorneful countenance of a Prince attronts. 


breedeth more feare and terrour thena canon. Theſe wordly reſpects cauſe a 
maine impediment in the exerciſe of yertue, and a ſoule which ſhal feed it- 
felfe with ſuch apprehenfions shal alwayes liue in fetters. Jt is good to ob-= 
ſcrue the cauſes and remedies whereof, to draw conſolation from thence, 

You ( O noble men) apprehend injuries,obloquies, and diſgraces; from Q nerele ſunt nas 
whence ſuppoſe you doe theſe apprehenſions proceed ? Of too much felicity ſeantic anmi,in ques 
il diſgeſted. You haue a ſtomach of paper which can concodt nothing, it is ſo fere ddlicard þ jane 
incbriated with the taſtful ſeernes of ſome neuer- ceaſing proſperities, that £7 nomvnm = 
with the leaſt diſguſt it is ouerthrowne:and yet notwithſtanding, to liue now nicenefle procee- 
adayes in the world you muſt procure an oftriches ſtomach, who ſwal- deth, | 
loweth euen iron it-ſelfe, Fg 

| Secondly this proceedeth from a ſpirit prowd and elate. We obſerue that 
thoſe who vpon al occaſions are ready to giue affronts, are moſt render in 
receiuing any. They cut alarge thong out of another man's learher , but if 
you prick them neuer ſo litle , you euen pul their skin ouer their cares, It 1s 
the courſe which was noted in rhe monſter of nature Caligula: He had atogue Caligula a great 
vnbridled to {coffe indifferently ar al kind of obie&s. If any man challenged ſcoffer. p 
him for ir, he was enragedly offended. as larih tontume- 

5 4+ : p 6 . lanum inpatient, f&< 

Thirdly theſe affronts oitty mes are ſuch as our fantaſies make them; if we ,,,.; cupidiſlimng 
help them not out with our opinions , their arrow entreth not to make an " 
affront, We muſt belicue it to be ſuch, otherwiſe al iniuries are bur as ſtones 
Caſt into the wind , which haue no force. lr is recounted that Cornelius a SENA- 
tour ſhed many teares in ful Senate, when Corbalo called him bald oftrich. Senec.de Conſtan; 
Seneca admjterh that ſucha man, who inal things elſe had ſhewed himſelfe Smuthio-camelns des 
moſt couragiouſly oppolite againſt other iniuries, loſt his conſtancy for one Pilate, 
ridiculous ſaying, which might haue been ſmothered in laughter, whence 1t 
firſt cooke birth ; becauſe this blow was rather giuen him by his owne 1ma- 
gination,then by the tongue of his enemy. 

Fourthly this niceneſſe inthe reſentment of injuries,ordinarily taketh it's Nymio ovs ingenis 
being from a ſoft and effeminate ſpirit, which knowerh not what an affront nr in/irma , gy 
IS, and had great need to encounter ſome true and real thing , that it may no _— nopla vere 
more become haughty with vaine ſhadowes, This is it, which moſt 1udi- uw — 
Clouſly that great Oracle of Latin Philoſophy hath obſerued. For remedy tO Remedies, 
this obſtacleI wil produce two very conſiderable things. 

The firſt is, that if a generous hart could once be perſwaded that the 
moſt noble reuenge which might be drawne from affronts were to ſcorne 
them , and that ſuch is the manner of al great ſpirits, he would make vnto 
himſelfe a buckler of diamond againſt al theſe petty inferiour diſturbances, {ons 
Now l affirme al the greatneſſe of a fayre ſoule fit to haue heaue for a theater boy ——_— 
ot 1t's aftions, ſhould reſolue to doe good,and ſuffer i1:to know not only mm T——g, A—_ 

to TOs 


The ſtudy of great 


Wl THE HOLY COVRT, Par, Iib.2. 


Auf inPfal 93, £O tolerate an ingrotitude but how to faſten benetits. S. Auguſtine vpon the 
Counts furs (dls, gy, Pſalme proucth this verity vnto vs by a hne induction, which he draweth 
cs dicuwr us. Fells from the ftarres. Iris (ſaith he) are dayly dune to the ſtarres. One ſaith, bebuld the 
v-2200N of 4 T* arre of Mercury, beheld Saturne : 15 if #ot then 4 great wivzg to thiſe beautiſul ſtarry, 
__t wiſh pt erchafed by the hand of] Gid mm the arure vault of th, hcauens, to pat them 11to the p: [eſtoy 
mnquid mouentur? of I know not what kind of petty piljerer,er of an old dutard who 15 ſatd to haue deuv::ria his 
nu---qud non exercens gypyg (hildren ? Theſe ſtarres , whuh are #5 tt were the eyes of the Omnipotent , to Lehold al 
curſus ſwo' ? SE 11,2 hich paſſeth hcer below , are they offended with the 14uries which men doe them? 


hamo qui in natzene | Fa . ; — 
pants & torruoſa Haue the) euer turned out of the way for that? H.iue they euer loſt one ſole ſiep of their 1egg. 


habet verbs D:i, lat motten ? No aſſuredly. $0 you ( O Notlc men ) whom Gud bath placed in the I here of 


ficu: lum.n.re eft fl- greatneſſe to enl:ghten men, what importeth 1t you 1 | 4 peruerſe and Wa)Ward people ſfarder 
gens in c&(0, Jour 1eputation? Neuer shal yuu be greaf, if you know not the Way of dog wel and fuffe ; ing 
| il. Doe like the +un and ſtarre s,shme and glitter in the ITMament of ſanctity, and Line det .ute 
Cypr Je patientia. r;ons tongues leaue t, the meane tyme trol ke Vp duſt .SaintCypria,in the treatiſe which 
Ejt mob: cum De® he compoſed of paticnce, mounteth yet alitle highcrand atter Terrullizn per. 
- = Peary T rinently ceclareth, that patience in injuries 15a ray of the Dluinity and rhe 
ms eius ball true vertue of Nobility. Whar patience itisin God, ſo many Ages to haue 
gnicas capmt ſumit, ſuftred Temples of Idols, erccted to the contempt of his name ? To make 
PAatiece the nature dayes and tymes {til ro circumuolue,riuers to glide, winds to blow, autumne 
of God. toputona ſaffron robe, grapes to ripen,the elements to ſcrue, and 101d torzl 
nature in breath , for a thouſand and a thouſand ſacrifices to hel? To caſ 

fAowers from heauen with a bounteous hand vpon contumacious heads, who 

wel deſeruc the ſtroake of the thunder-bolt? What patience 1s it in the Sa- 

uviour of the world to behold rhe Sun ecclypſed, al the ſtarres, to put 6n 

mourning wee4s, the whole frame of this vniuctſe to be troubled borh a- 

boue ana beneath his Croſſe, and he in the meane ty me to remayne athxed in 

this chaire of patience without motion? 
Admirab'e remedy This magnanimity in iniuries 1s the truce ſtamp with which God for his 


+ pong imitation impreſigrh al Noble and great ſpirits. Sce ( I pray you ) what re. 
2, Reg. i, medy King vanid vied againſt the maleuolcar tongue of Semi: nc flex from an 


vnnacural ſonne, and in flying fc1 into the violence of an enraged tongue, 

which darted againſt him ſhatts of fire,& transhxed him euen to the hart.Be- 

hold his Capraincs ready to pul aim oowne, like maſtines, But Dzuid replied, 

No:I wil that be lie, what kyow youu whether thts be uot no? 4 power ful trial jro the Gi 

| vine prexidece, who bath ſent this ma jor an «xercle of vertuc? My Gud,C that only the odowt 
Ambr. Apol, 1,de of my Sacrifice might aſcend euen to thy 4lturs!SAINT Ambroſe admireth ſo much this 
Dauid.c.s. - greatneſſe of courage, that he cry eth out : V projound Tiſuome | O bottomicſſe pa» 
+ el army te rience! O what ati enpior it is t. ſ railuw one miſche:je,and enane another ! Dauid made 
O dewwrandy contu- 45 1 Were afluiſier of the reproaches oj Seme1, for fbe wound which his parricide ſonne hal 
meliggrante invent! fixed 1 his hare. 1f great men goucrne thus , and you ſo much loue creatneſle 

Ecce verborum con- yy doe you not rather imitate them the play theſilly mouſe, ſecking to viet 
gy TY {e- that which roucheth you, and drenching your {clues euery tyme1naglaſſeof 

hd Sans HR ater,cngulfe your ſclues with ſadnefle inthe leaſt petry iniury? 


Retreat into the The ſecond th ng,is alwa es to haue an aſſured retreat in your hart, andin 
cor ſcience inaf- the ſy. cernefie of a good conſcience. When adiſgrace happencthro you, you 
Fronts, | arelike an vufcathered bird, ſhamefaſt and deieeted, for that you haue belic- 


ucd with confidence that al theſe loanes of fortune were your owne. Youare 

like a iack-daw trimmed vp withthe feathers of many birds;you haue molt 

imprudeurly thought in your hartthat al cheſe garniſhments were of your 

owne body, and haue neglected to make true and natural wings for your 

ſelfe.When the birds cometo peck at you and take away their owne feathers 

on al ſides , you then diſcouer your ignominious nakedneſle ; but had you 

preſcrued the plumage which nature preſented to you, you had takena ſtrong 

and confident flight euento the Temple of repoſe , not caring for theſe bor- 

. . rowed teathers,nor al theſe (illy ſcriches of thele fluttering and vnruly _ 
What 
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What a goodly theater is a good conſciEce? And what a beautiful arſenal is £ wa | 
to haue ſtifthe armes of vertucin areadinefſe? A good mi goeth our of theſe Greatneſle of an 
extrinſecal fauours and al this {pecioustraine of fortune, as a faire 1ewel None Ne 
drawne outof acace, Trucit is, the cace thereof may ſeeme rich and wel 

adorned with meane & ſlight embroderies,bur it-ſelfe is farre more reſplen- 

dent then al that oſtent. Oureyes doe not penetrate ſuthciently through this 

trim of the world's greatneſle. itis a golden veyle, which may as wel couer 

ſnow as a colc;as ſoone as this caſe is taken away the radiance of this 1ewel 


is beheld inthe dayes brightneſſe , refulgently ſhining with the rayes of a 


conſtant equality of ſpirir,of aninuincible parience,and with an incitimable 

mceknefle of hart towards al the world. Happy night of diſgrace,thou haſt 

not darkned this fayre ſtarre,bur rather made it appeare ſuch as it was, | 
One of the greateſt wits that ener was vnder heauen; the Emperour M. Aurel. Anto- 

Antoninus,in the fourth booke which he wrote of his owne lite, ſo much com- **: L.q. dovita ſun. 

mendeth the retyrement which a wiſe man maketh within himſelte, that he yjicious abode of 

aſſurerh vs that in al the Palaces, gardens, orchards,delicacies of althe Kiogs the ſoule, 

of the world, there is nothing ſodelightful as the houſe of a good c6ſcience. 

There it is where man is inuolued in his little {hel , and reryring himſelfe our 

of the ſalt waters, liueth with the dew of heauen ; there 1t 1s where the ſoule, 

which was wholy (ſcattered in ſo ouerwhelming a multitude of affaires, fol- 

deth it-ſelfe within it-ſelfe; there it is where it beginneth to ſucke in it's 


- owne ſap;there it is, where it accomodateth , & preparethit's hiueas a buſy 


bee, & endeauoureth to gather ir's hony ; there 1t 15, where it entrethintoa ;,, ___ A 
new world, an intelligible world , a peaceable world, a world ſmiling with " —_— 
ſweetſerenity of ayre and radiant lights, as ſaith S. Cyprian. There it is, that h_ ns 
we paſſe into the ſociety of ſo many eminent and admirable perſonages , | 

who haue flouriſhed in the memory of al Ages,doing al the good they could, 

and receiuing il from the vngrateful with a pleaſing countenance, no more 

troubling theinſelues then doth the Sun to behold the clowds which he hath 

drawne out of the mire and fens of the earth, to. make him a ſcarffe of. 

He knoweth he ſhal euer hane the vpper hand, and that they may take from 

him the aſpe&R'of mortal eyes , but cannot depriue him of his owne light. It T<=ple of repoſe; 
isinthis Temple of repoſe where we behold al the Saints as eagles in a ſtor. 

me,ſurcharged with ſufferings, but made inuincible with the armes of pa- 

tience.We behold one afMli&ed in the loſſe of his goods,another in the death 

of his kindred , another in his owne body , another in his repura- 

tion, another in al, whom tribulation tormenteh inal his members, Al that 


| 1s mortal ſhrinketh vnder iniuries;but al theſe arrowes goe no further then 


tothe ſuperficies of the skin, and touch not the conſtancy of a wel com- 
wr mind, which ſecth them fal vnder his feet. O what greatnefſe ! O what 
Icity! "OY | | 

Certaine ambitious Kings haue ſought the way to build anheauen on 
earth, as Coſroes King of Perſia, who cauſed a Palace to be built like a heauen, 
which had the garniſhment of a Sun, of a Moone & ſtarres artificially coun- 
terfeited : he alſo made below rayne to power downe, the winds to blow, 
tempeſtstorage, hc in this celeſtial rhrone beheld radiant beames ouer his 
head,and al this noyſe and clamour vnder his feer. That which this Monarch 
did for meer vanity you may put in pra&ize by a moſt ſolid verity. You may 
toxthe preſent with the exerciſe of prayer, the grace of Sacraments, and 2 
generous contempt of al which is without you, rayſe a heauenly Temple of 
repoſe and tranquility, where you ſhal not feare the bitings of calumny nor Sa 
the mutations of the world, A Pagan amidſt the burning ruins of his Citty, <1 I My 


vatheathed ſwords, bloud, and maſſacres, whenthe Temples fel vpon their grepſeruinis domus 


Gods,and al was in confuſion, could ſay : Beheld me eſcaped from the raines of my & incendiis undig; 
houſe, from the fires which shined on al ſides 1 haue found my way through bloud and flames, "*'*Gibus, per flant= 
| | hs 1 know "&te7 ſanguinens 


—_— 
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fmgi, filias meas quis I know not what is become of my daughters,perhaps there is ſomewhat worſe put vpon they 
caſur habtat an peior then the ſwor4 or fire : behold me alone, deſpoyled of al my goods , and now Acome old , , 
prublico neſcio,ſolus, hoſtilities raging round about me.Hap what hap may , I haue whatſoeaer I at any tyme poſ. 
{pnjoeer of ſeſſed : for 1-neuer efteemed any thing mine owne but my ſelfe. Demand of rich men wher, 
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mei habui,quia nil Of the ambitious, where their Court? al that is loſt to the becauſe they thought it thetr owne 
quicquem meam, iſs becauſe they preſetly ſought it in the ashes of their citty: As for my ſelſe I wil find al my peſſeſ. 
me,pnio, ſions & al delights in the peace of my bart. An Infidel to ſay and doe al that, yet we þ 
after ſo many precepts of the eternal Wiſedome, ſo many ſermos, fo many ex. 
hortations,ſo many ſupports,ſo many helps,ſo many examples, ſo many pro. 
miſes, ſo many recompences , ſo many obligations, and ſo many neceſſities, 
which force vs thereunto, ſtilto be curious, and not to be able to tollerate a; 
one ſilly diſgrace ! May we not welſay we haue great need of affliction, 
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which might a little inſtru vs to imitate the liues of Saints ? For it is yn, wa 
doubted, we putrific with long proſperities, as in a dead Sea, which prody. pu 
ceth nothing. It is neceſlary that God ſtrike , and then, as Ionathas, we ſhal i ©. 
open oureyes, and ſucke in hony from the end of the rod which ſcourgeth on” 


nn, 
Een n er nr rn ce 


vs, wheninthe chaſtizement of a father we ſhal find the conſolation of true 


children, > 
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Carnal loue, 


F at any tymethe powerful and health-giuing hand of the 
Angel Raphael were neceſſary inthe world, not to cure the 
eycs with the gal of afiſh, buttotye and bind vp 1n the de. 
ſerts this looſe and wanton ſpirit of carnality which the 
KZS Scripture calleth 4 ſmodeus , it is principally in this Age tha 
we hauc great need thereof, wherin diſhoneſt and intempe. 
hl Trinmoh of Tate vice raigneth ſo prodigiouſly that it ſeemerh not willing ro make of rhe 
nn! _—_—_ reſt of this whole vniuerſe but one element of fire. Aſmodeus at this tyme 
triumpheth , and boaſterh his Chariots couered with laurel to the weeping 

eyes of chaſtity : his horſes curuet and bound withour bridle, and with yn- 

ſpeakable inſolence he dayly tranſpotteth an infinit number of ſoules to 
Bernardſerm.z9.in hel, If you deſire to know the equipage of his deteſtable Chariot, S, Berna 
_—_—_ de curtibus ile it you,and you in his diſcourſe may obſerue the cauſes which produc 
HO and cheriſh luxury, that you may hereafter apply profitable and conuenien 


remedies, 

His chatiot, The Chariot of Aſmodeus isa Chariot of fire, from whence on al ſides the 
ſparkles of concupiſcence fly to enflame vnchaſt harts. This 1s nor a com uinit) 
mon fire , but a fire enkindled with the flames of hel, rhe very image of tha admit 
which deuoureth damned ſoules, ceaſleſly burning without diminution, ani bling 
giningnouriſhment to it's ardours with 1t's proper domages. The firit wheelW ment 

His wheels, of the Chariot ( ſaith this grear Saint ) 1s called gourmandize , the ſeconi latiry, 

| " titillation of the flesh, rhe third exceſſe in apparel, the fourth idleneſſe , which vi then 
doubtedly are the foure vices: that ſerue as principal inſtruments to this fallies 
loathſome Diuel, and very welare tearmed the wheels of his Chariot. It i ſpeci 
ſaid the Chariot of warre is moued withtwo armes, one of iron and thei therin 
other of ſiluer ; but this of Aſmgdeus rouleth about the armes of Ceres and any thi 


Bacchus. 


Gourmandi 


Gourmandize is attended by the wanton pTezfures of the body: theſe plea- 


»4 W cures then , which ſhonld be ſtifled with hayre-ſjjirts and ſack-clorh, are in- 


Pf- MW uoluedinlinnen and ſcarlet; inſteed of realy ſhaking off theſe ſparkles ,they 
vere MM are fomented & waſted in alazy & idle life. Bejiold, how ſinne paſſeth along. 


IX. OBSTACLE.. CARNAL LOVE 95. 


ns Tothis chariot horſes and Coach-man are neceſſary. Saint Bernard appointeth His horſes, 


ue, WF only tivo, wherof one is called proſperity, the other aboundance. From this tyme 


ſe BW forward 4 ſmodeus becomes a much greater Lord ,he augmenteth his trayne, 
we WW harneſſing alſo two other horſes, wherof the one is called liberty,and the gther 
ere Wh ;mpudence. Proſperity (alwayes {miling ) doth nothing but dayly breath out 
ro- W ard cuaporate new delights. Aboundance ſupplyeth him with al which is 
1es, W needful for the entertaynment of this rauenous beaſt , although ſhe cannot 
rate WW diſcharge al the expencestherof,(o inſatiable ſhe is. The liberty of entertayn- 
Ins, W ments and conuerſations ceaſeth not perpetually ro blow the fire. Ifthere be 


pudence rearcth it away. Al this equipageis lead along by a wicked Coach- 
thal W man which is called the forgetfulneſſe of God. Then good leaſure is had to run 
zeth WM with ful ſpeed into the botromeleſle aby le. 


Vii WF any ſhread of the veyle of ſhamefaſtneſſeas yet haging about the browes, im- - Coach-ntan, 
ap1cnt, 4. 

Dei immemor atio aniy 

marum inquinatio” 


True Certayne braue ſpirits of the world , purſuing as it were this way of Saint Of inconſtaney Lu: 


Bernard, to figure out a ſpiritual thing by corporal repreſentations, haue built 


the Palace of falſe loue, (theplague, and frenzy of the ſoule) with admirable 
art, This Palace is al built on hopes: the ſtayres are of ice, made in ſuch man- 
ner that he who-moſlt aſcendeth moſt deſcendeth; the hals, chambers, & war- 
drobes, are al furniihed and hanged with idlenefle , dreames , deſires , and in- 
conſtancies; the ſeats and chayresare made of falſe contentments, It hath af- 
flition, rorment, and fraud for enginers; vncertainty, feare, falſe opinion,and 


diſtruſt for Guard. Al this Court is compoſed of hartleſle, ſoft, and effeminare Cour of Afnoders 


men,which are, 8 are not, His Chancellour, ſurmize;his Councellours lying 
and deceit;the Steward of his houſhold ſuſpicion; his viands apparences ; his 
drinke forgetfulnefſe; his Chamber-waiters laughter and babble; his muſik 
ſighes,deſpayres, & reuenges. Doe you notbehold a brane Prince ? But with- 
out amuzing our ſelves with al theſe inuentions of the brayne,1 ſay the grea- 
teſt obſtacle, which may be imagined, toſ{etJude vs from the happy acceſſe 
tolife eternal, is to reſigne our hart as a'prey intothe power of this brutiſh 


pid, beaſtly, and ordinarily paſſe our of this lite throtgh the gate of ſome no- 
table diſaſter, ] wilheer producetwo or three cauſes of the vndoubted con- 
demnation of this ſimie , which ſeeme to tne very powerful to imprint in the 
hart of mana perpetual auerſion, as it were with a branding iron of fire. 


weakeneſſe, tooke ſernile fleſh, made himſelfeour brother,tranſplanted our 
naturefrom a barren and curſed ſoile into the delicious habitation of the Di. 
unity;, is ſogreat, ſo maieſt ical, ſo merueilous , thatitenforceth ſilence and 
admiration in the foure quarters of the world, adoration.in Thrones, -rrem- 
bling inthe Seraphins ,bowing in the heauens,darkneſſe,terrour,and'amaze- 
mentinal nature, Now this myſtery being as it is, in alit's height, greatneſſe, 
latitude, inexplicable profundity,is perſonably betrayed and diſhonoured by 
theſinne of the fleſh. Wherfore?Becauſe,asS.Paul ſaith,otherſfinnes make their 


therin hath confined his whole power and greatneſle, not being able to create 
any thing greater then Man-God, | 


K Indge 


paſhon.The reaſon is moſt euident,becauſeirt is attrue:marke of reprobation, Sinne of the flesh 4 
and we ſee by experience the ſoules which addi themſelues rothe ſinne of marke of reproba- 
the fleſh, notſo much by frailty as by profeſſion, become wholy carnal , ſtu- **9%- 


The firſt is, thatit is iniuriousro the incarnation of the Sonne of God. -Conſi. Iniuriousts the igy 


der wel what I ſay.This myſtery of the incarnation wherwith God put onour Wor d. 


ation of the - 


ſallies out of the body, but this repoſeth & ſubſiſtethinthe body , inthe ſame Quo altins came as 


—_ | 4 5 | and highly | d, tolleret non habwit, 
pecifical nature which God fo puiſſantly and highly hath exalted, that he. Auguft.de predeſtis 
nat, San, c. x5, 
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g3 ' _THEHOLY COVRT. -Ppr.rx.hib.x;: 


a. 


Tudge whar a fſacritedge it is to doe a perſonalafirontto the moſt immacy. 
lateand moſt virginal fleſh of leſw,fitting ontheright hand of: bis Father Erex. 
nal, in the habilimenrs of glory ; and yet carnal impurity would if it might, 
cary thither the effects of it's malice. Betore the incarnation ot the Sonng of 
God the finnes of the fleſh were ſimply ſinnes , butafter this ineffable vnion tl 
of the diuine nature with the humane , they became monſters. And you (ee g 
likewiſe thatthe holy Fathers cal ſome by thisname,aud by.other tea. mes ſul ff þ; 
of exgcration. 

The ſecod reaſon which much augmenteth the enormity of this ſacriledge, W ct 
is, that not only it debaſethanature which God hath exaited euen to God, i 
bur alſo engulfeth it inan action ſordid , blockith , brutith , reputed ſo vn. MW fe 
worthy that the Scripture diſdayneth to name it. S. Epiphanius ſearching our MW he 
the cauſe why the holy rext maketh no mention of the Genealogy of Melchiſe. MW ſp 
dech , bringeth areaſon out of the Hebrewes , which atarmes this cminene man WM + 
to be borne of vnchalſt parents, as 2 roſe from thornes,and that the Scripture 
vſeth not to name ſuch men, in deteſtation of their finne.: And verily you ſee MW Tt 
the praCtiſe heerof, In Geneſis Noe abſtayned from naming of Cham, though MW th! 
it were to curſe him; it ſeemeth this name of a ſonne marked out by theſe MW fe: 
deportmets of filthy finne would defile the malediction it-fclfe, if ic had been MW thi 
pronouuced, For the ſame reaſon the tribe of Simecn 18 not numbred , when | 
queſtion is:made of blefling the Patriarchs in Deuteronomy , becauſe: from M att 
this Line, ifſued this wicked Prince who finned with the Madiarire, In the new MW} tra 
Teſtament, in the Genealogy of the Sonne of God , Berſabe is not called by hai} efp 
owne name, bur by-her hushand's. Magdaley:in the tyme of her finne hadnoMl nir 


—_ oncabimr in Other namebur of afinner, Ir ſeemeth 1ſay hath truly prophecied of ſuch vo. per 
£epni wm ſernen peſsi- luptuos people: The race of che wi ked chal be buried in perpet ual oblution. ſari 
Tow thefo or Yomeother Interpreters ſubtilizing this paſſage ofthe Pſalme 48, Iniquits 1 
- Aga ne 0! Calcanti ciroundabime Hay , luxury was called the ſinne of the heel, which was nal the 
| improper : yet not for that reafon whichſomein my opinion haue without] oue 
Z ground inuented , affrming there-is a veyne which anſwereth to the heel ſl be 
that ſerueth as a fiery*-match and an incentiueto Juſt : but becauſe this finneM tran 

is low, and debaſed amongſt other vices as the heel vnder other parts of the in h 

body, and in reſpe& it istyed to the heeles, which isto ſay, that leauing high vet! 

and eleuared obie&s, only worthy of the loue of men, as are yertues and gr maſ 

ces, it applyeth it-ſelfeto baſeneſſciand beggary , toa dunghil couered with inth 

ſmow , to a beauty paſſing@away like a dreame, and which hath no other chu taſte 

racer of it's merit bur the iudgement of a mad man. So the pantables of 1x. milc 

Iudich, 16; dith bewitched the eyes of Holofernes. This Lady:was beauriful as a ſtarre,andMW hath 
D adorned as a Temple, yet notwithftanding this blind louer ſuffered himlſclk It 

to be inconſiderately ſurprized withthe heelesof a woman, to ſhew thac lukſ It h; 

Sendeliz rapuerum is'baſcin al it's obie&s and pretences. Behold why ſome ſage Hebrews hare ſtruc 
0cxvles Wines written ; that certayne infernal ſpirits remembring themſelues of their aſh the e 
cient nobility abhorreto tempt men with the finne of luxury, as a thing wh perp: 

worthy their thoughts and induſtry, giuing this commiſſion to ſome otha hold, 

more eroſſe Diuels , and mere terreſtrial. Alas! what ſhal we ſay, if we gorſQH fion 

about to'plant vpon the forehead of a nature honoured withthe hypoftariclſſ de be 

vnion of the Word , a finne which maketheyen the Divels themſclnes tobe Nobl 

aſhamed ? May we not wel ſay , if there be a marke in the world which plainſſ t's ty 

ty diſconereth a reprobate ſoule, itis this, ſeeing it is ſo impudently appoledſ filter! 

tothe venerable my ſteric of man's redemprion? periſh 

Volt .louey The thitd reaſon, which maketh vs belicue this diſhoneſt finne harh grea}] Saints 
alliance with hel is , that it caryeth already the markes therof in thi diſtra 
"world, Whit are they? Darkenefſe fire. ſtench,rhe worine, diſorder. Behold the princi.ſ} ſerues 

'Palliueries of hel, al whichare to be found iatheſinne of ty or kr 
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becauſe it maketh the ſouledarke, grofſe, clouded with black vapours of fol- ; 


ly, which extinguiſh al the radiance of iudgement, and very aptly it is ſaid of 
thoſe infamous fire-brands who follicited the chaſt Suſanna , that chey rurned Daniel 15: 
away their eyes that they might not ſee the ſun, Saint Hierome hath very wel reliſhed P*clnanerunt ocylo; 
this paſſage of Seneca : 2 Loue aud folly goe band in band;it is a paſion which nener lod- | wa ne Viderens ſo- 
geth at the ſigne of health; it turnerh the ſpirit vp ſide downe, it maketh man brutish , vnpro- giec, 1, 1. aduerſy 
fitable to al, andin the end to loue it- ſelfe. Ti 

Fire, Al thoſe vnfortunate lovers ſpeake of nothing elſe but of their lameg, The fire of it, 
they arcalwayes in fire like the ſalamander, they perpetually hauerhe mounr * — Srenss 
Xtns vpon their ſhoulders: one of them ſayth, he wil doe nothing buttouch a — 
forreſt with his finger, thereby to burne and wholy waſt ir. And-yerily itis 2 pics vitiue , curbes 
hel fire, which hath gluttony for tewel, pride for flame, vncleane words for conſilia, emnibus in- 


ſparkles , infamy for ſmoake, ordure for aſhes, hel for center, as ſayth Sainr wow Fe 


Hierome. | 3 bigizo attafere in- 
Noyſemneſſe & diſhoneſty are inſeperal companions of the ſinne of the fleſh; —_— pom. par 


The voluptuous cannot endure their like, and when paſlion hath caſt ir's fire, onnem. 
they are troubleſome and inſupportable to themſclues. Which wel is wſtne(- Noyſonnefſe, 
ſed by the many naſty and ſhameful deſeaſes with neuer had been known in 
the world, ifthey had not entred by rhe gategf this infamous ſenſuality. | 
| The worme, This ſinne is no ſooner committed but it hath ir's executioner It's worme; 

attending thereon, it hath the worme of damnation, which diucth and pene- 
trateth euen into the botrome of the hart of him that committerh it, and then 
eſpecially when he findeth as yet ſomerelikes of a good conſcience remay. 
ning in his ſoule, remorſeto haue loſt the incomparable treaſure of purity, , 4ppetitus ſernicatis: 
perplexeth it perpetually, Concupiſcence 0) wicked loue 15 ful of anxity,and ener in u's nit anzietas ef ſavieias 
ſariety it finds repentance. — y 

Diſorder. You may as weltel the leaues of thetrees, the ſands of the ſea, and © 4Horder ots 
the ſtarres in the sky , as number the diſorders which haue vomired and il 
ouerfloiy vpon the face of the earth, by meanes of the finne of luxury. lf there 
be poyſon to be difſolued, loue mingleth it. It ſwords be forged and fyledro 
transfixe the ſides of innocent creatures , loue hammereth & polliſheth chem 
in his ſhop, 1fthere be halters ro be taſtne:| wherwithro ſtrangle, loue wea- 
ueth and tyeththem. If therebe precipices, loue prepareth them. If there be 
maſſacres, loue contriues them.) ft you goe about to findlitle embryons enen 
inthe mothers womb, to bereaue them of the life which they haue not as yet 
taſted , loue is the authour and acour of theſe abhominable counſels, Al the 
miſcheife and crimes which haue in former Ages been perpetrated, loue 
hath done them and dayly inuenteth them. 

It hath from al tymes puſhed and ſhouldred good order out of the world, 
It hath been the butr and ayme of al the vengeances of God. It hath been 
ſtrucken with fyre and brimſton from heauen, ſwallowed in theentrayles of 
the earth, drenched in the waters of a gene:al deluge Yer it eſcaperth, yet it 
perperually armeth, yet it walloweth it-ſelte in bloud and ſlaughter, yer it 
holdeth the (word of iuſtice cuer perpendicular ouer the head, and inconclu- 
fion it is eſteemed but as a ſport, 1s not al this of power ſufficient to make ir* 
be belicued that this filthy vice is an infaillible marke of reprobation?Fly (0 
Noble men) this fleſhly peſtilence ofmankind, and neuer ſuffer it to exerciſe 
it's tyranny ouer hartscoſecrated by the pretious bloud of the Lamb, Al con- 
ſiteth inflying farre from the occaſions therof if you loue danger , you ſhal 
periſh therin. If you had the beſt intentions which did ever bud in the harts of 
Saints, yer if you ſeek out occaſions of doing 11, they become crooked and 
diſtracted. Nature being,as now it is, corrupted,the 1gnorance of vice better Remedies; 
ſerues our turne , then al the precepts of vertue, Our affe&ions attend on hy 
our knowledge, the abſence of obie&s maketh vs to forgetal our moſt en= 
flamed deſires, To liue in luſt & idlenefle, to haue our eyes alwayes in purſuir, * 

K 2 yachaſt 


-Petrarch, 1.r.z. c 
23, de remediis. 
Dccnpario o> labor Or | - 
 incu'rzoy habits , & bandle em : ws ; 
victus afperior, &> ſe- 110 , give bun hayre-clotl, He 1s entertayned with feaſts, ſubdew him with au!terity. He wiz de; 


ceſſut, inque unum 
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ynchaſt books in our hands , to heare comedies and impure ſtage -playes, tg 
haue glutronous diſcourſe in our mouth,to frequent butfous and looſe liuers, 
to conuerſe familiarly with women, theſe arenor the initruments of chaſtity, W me 
it is rather to put oyle into the flame and then to complayne of much hear, pri 
. Petrarch in his books agaialt vanity giueth remedy to the wounds , which MW 6 
ſcem to haue beeninflited in the tyme of his loues. Loue creepeth into wleneſe, MW de: 
the mater ſo, that be may alwayes ſind you byſied, Lowe 1s pleaſed with curioſity of ag. MW no 


fal vpon ſome obiet, ſcatter and con found bim. Ke laboureth to find out 4 looſe and vnbridly tor 


abquid inges intentio; (pjric bold Joursextended ypon ſome good affayre. He requireth liberty , priuate places, night WW ba! 


ed bpcteſiis charns oy 


verendus , (yequens 


dark.neſſe.let him baue witneſſes, and enlighten hun on euery fide. He wil be gouerned by fax. pa! 


admonitio, delces ming 14ſy, Reep bimdutiful, both by admonitions and menaces.! Saint Cyprian found nothing i <0 
wy ff 55440 recexigar, MOre powerful to coquer a temptation of diſhoneſt wantoneſſe,then toturne MW cat 


aſpcre. 
Cyprian de bono 


pudor. Ante oculor 


oburrſetuy d formis 


the other (ide of the medal; and as this ſinne hath tio faces, ſonot to ſtay WM are 
vpon that which looketh amiable & attractiue to deceiue vs, but to beholy 
that which vnder a black veyle ſheweth it-ſ{clte to be penſiue, (ad, ſhamefaſt od 


arque driecrus p:ccari deſperate, and ful of confuſion, The great Picus Mirandula layd, the moſt part MW bl: 


pur, whil corpori 
biceat vb1 vitantum 


eſt coyporis vie, Co. 
$itetn quam heneſti « . : . 
fit viciſſ dedecu:, qui 9uer his head an eye which enlightned him , an care which heard him, a hand 


nhoncſes victh efſea which meaſured outal his deportments and demeanours, The exerciſe of the 


Gedecore, 


Terreſtrial paradi- | 


ce the chamber of 
zuſtice, 


Genef. ;. 19. 

In ſudore vultus twi 
weſceris pane. 

Noble men appeale 
from the ſentence 
of labour, 


of men yealded to temptation , becauſe they neuecr talted the ſweertnefle of M di 
glory which is drawne from the victory ouer a {inne, Aboue al it is behouety MW cc 
to vie the aduiſe ofa wiſe 4 abian, who repreſented to himſelfe perperually iſ #0 


preſence of God, ioyned with prayer, frequentation of Sacraments,oftenin: 
uocation of the Mother of purity ,& the Angels,Guardians of chaſtity, dayly 
bluntathouſand and a thouſand arrowes ſhot againſt the harts of braue an{ 
vndanted ChriſtianChampios.Adde hereunto,thatit 1s good to liue in a cea(. 
leſſe diſtruſt of ones ſafe, which is the mother of ſafety : that you may not 
fal into the fire,it is goo to auoyd the ſmoke, notto truſt ones ſelfe too much 
to thoſe petty dalliapces which vnder pretext ot innocency ſteale in with the 
more liberty . Mother of pearles produce ſometymes windy bunches for true 
and natiuepearles; and the wil, through complacence of paſſion il diſgeſted, 
initecd of good loue bringeth forth ſilly ahortions of amities, which are no- 
thing but flaſhes and wildfanrafies, yet ſuchas may notwithſtanding diſpoſe 
an empty ſoule to ſome ſiniſter affections, 


——— Y LE. 


Sa " wWCc 


Xx OBSTACLE. | 


Exceſs in diet and apparel. ot! 


HE world was as yet in her cradle , and man was no more then © thi 
borne , when God making a Palace of iuſtice of terreſtial Para W thi 
diſe, pronounced againſt him the ſentence of labour & payne , & iſ he 
A> afterward wrote it, as with his finger in the ſwear of his brow: MW go 
w ""  Thoy sbalt eate thy bread with th- ſear of thy brow. Noble men perpe-| be 
tually appeale from this ſentence as ifthey were not menzit ſeemeth labouris © be 
not for them. Let nature hold to the chaine and labour thoſe groiler © mc 
bodies, which arc moulded of the clay of Adam , they haue forſooth bo- W the 
dies compoſed of I know not what kind of ſtarry matter , which neuer muſt I + WI 
ſweat, nor take paynes, but inadance. What a folly it is? Ought not he to iſ the 
” diſſolued into ſweat , ſince he is to be reduced into aſhes? He cannot © an 
ree himſelfe from the ſentence of death , and why ſhal he decline pay-} nt 
nes-taking , ſeeing it proceeded from one and the {ame mouth inche ſame © be 
| | ty me 


0 


' What is not done vpontables? What is not done in apparel: Men cloath asif 
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tyme , and vpon one and the ſame ſubie& ? Bur bchold the reaſon, which is 
that to ſatisty the ſentence of labour, ſuerties are found : the houſes of rich 
men are filled with officers and ſcruants, who take paynes in their fields, 
rune their vines, carry corneto the mil , who goe cuen into the ocean to 
1h for habits and attyres for them, and moſt tymes liue within 4. fingers of 
death, to giue them meanes to flow in delicacies,Only death it is,that taketh |. 
no ſuerty. For which caulc man dyeth in his owne perſon , and laboureth by 
deputy. if death would a litle giue way , no great man would dye bur by Ar- 
rorney. Out alas | O the iuſtice of God, how equally doſt thou ſtil hold the 
ballance | They that would not heer labour as men ,:thou makeſt them take 
ayne like infernal ſpirits , thon difſolueſt the ſweat of poore payſants inthe 
conſolation of their ſoules, and thou ſeaſoneſt the delights of rich men with 
care, melancholy, dolour,iealouſy,enuy, anxiety, terrours, & remorſe, which 


zreable to make them {wear bloud, 


Were there no other proote, this manifeſtly enough declareth to vs how 
odious this curioſity of great men isro the diuine Maieſty,and how puniſhas 
ble,ſince it's owne delightsare changed into chaſt1zementcs. Yernotwithſtan« 
ding, | wil produce ſoine reaſons, that the vnworthineſſe of this wicked ex- 
ceſſe may punRually be touched with the finger, which now adayes ouer- 
floweth the whole face of the earth; | 
Firſt I ſay, itis extremely vnreaſonableto be deſirous to liue inthe world Remedies and rex: 
with reaſon, againſt al reaſon; to endeauour to put a reaſonable creature into ſss againſt excelle, 
a condition of life, where it of neceflity muſt bely. the law of God, and it's 
proper nature. O Noble men, God would that you enter into the world like 
other men, as into a vale of teares, and you wil arriue there as in a garden of 
delicacies. He would that you come thither, as to the mines to dig; and you 
gocthither as to a dicing-houſeto play; he would, that you make paſſage into rofſe of : 
ſcruile fleſh to obey,and you wil command.lIs not this a ſinne againſt nature? x, — 
To come into the world, is to come vpon a crofle; to be man is to ſtretch out ur , umnic vice ſup- 
the hands and feet. tobe crucified. The firſt bed that an infant maketh com. flicimm ep, | 
ming from his mothers womb, is on the croſle, He is as ſoone in a croſſe , ag 
innature, and ſuffercth this puniſhment for no other cauſe but for that he is 
borne a man, k 

The Emperours of Conſtantineple had in their Palace ſecret chamber which The purple cham- 
they called rhe purple ,in which the Empreſles for a ceremonious formality ber of Emperours, 
were brought ro bed and deliuered , thinking by this meanes to aboliſh the —_ Commena 
acerbities which are as it were afhxed to our condition; Burt theſe petty Por - La OY TAE! 
pbyrogenites (ſo theſe children of Emperours were called, becauſe they were bus Europ. 
borne in ſcarlet) were notwithſtanding borne with a croſſe, and ſaluted life as Cyprian deparier, 
others with teares and groanes.The Children of Kings come al into the world PREY nan 7m 
throughthis gate of miſcries,they are borne,as with adiademe on their fore. ——— __ 
heads, & yet tayle not to be natures little priſoners, It is accounted a goodly tis evimamflans, | 
thing to giue them gilded cradles, & ſilken ſwathing bands. This is toadorne E 


their chaines, but not ro break them ; they areas wel captiue in them , as 


heertofore the priſoners in India, who rotted in poue:ty and calamity,euen in 
golden fetters. It is a decree of Almighty God ( o great ones ) that you muſt 
be borne with the croſſe on your back,and you wil cancel it;if this yet might 
be pratized with ſome reaſonable euaſion and inediocrity it would ſeeme 
more tollerable : but now adayes this exceſſeis ſoenrage.1 , that it wil plane 
the tropheyes of pride and voluptuouſneſle vpon the calamities ofmankind. ; 
they were alwayes to liue,8 cate as if they ſhould euery day dye. We prepare” Tyranny of tha 
an Altarto a falſe Deity, which at this day withvnſpeakable violence ſwayeth belly. h 
inthe world. Itis a brutiſh God ( if youdeſire to know. him ) for neuer had 
he an ounce of brayne: Ablind God, whohath noeyesto —_ the miſeries- 

3 of the 


Philip. 2. 

L worum Deus vemter 
eft, x gloria in con- 
fuſrone ipſorum. 
Tertul aduerf. 
Pſych. 

Deus tibi vemter efl, 
& pulmo templum, 

. Craqualiculus altare, 
> ſacerdos coquus, + 
ſpiritwsſanfiur nidor, 
& condimenta che- 
riſmeta, & rucins 
prophetia vers eff, 


_ Gourmandize, 
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of theearth : Adeafe God , who hath no caresto heare the complaints of the hi 
afflifted: Atruantly God, who hath no handsto take paines: An ummoueabl, i tt 
God, who hath no feet totrauel on: An effeminate God , who hath no har: ac 
to vndertake any good, nor courage to ſuffer il: A glutonous God, who gour.  T 
mandizeth al : An vncleane God, who polluteth al. This falſe God, accordi a 
to the Apoſtle is the belly. His temple, (ſayth Tertullian) 1s the lungs; bis Altar the M cc 
panb; bis Prieſt the Cooke, bis boly-Ghoſt , rhe ſmoke of meats , his grace , the ſauces , by MW i! 
propheſy, that which may not cixilly be ſpoken. As he in his perſon is enormous, ſois iſh w 

enoleſſe prodigious in his tyranny. It is a wonder to ſce how he hath his | O 
officers in cuery place. For him warre is waged againſt the ayre , and clouds, MW y« 
birds are diſneſtled from the Kingdome which nature hath allowed them: MW pu 
For him the face of the earth is turned into a ſhambles: For him ſeas are ſoun. MW lic 
ded ; depths are plummeted , ſhipwracking ſtormes and direful rempcſts are ﬀW by 
ferried ouer, Man willingly would penetrate heauen, and delue cuen to helto MW nc 
find out new ſacrifices tor this fle{bly and carnal God, and himſelte being be 
aliue , he is made the ſepulcher of ſo many maſlacres, that it is a miracle how iW on 
one mancan liue who daily burieth ſo many dead creatures in hisentrayles, ﬀW th 
Althis hurly-burly which emptyeth the ayre , earth, and ſeas, is male fora ſl go 


ſtomach foure fingers broad, for which a lirle bread & water would ſuffice {MW 246 


| Pleaſure, 


Dwcunt in bony dies 
| ſuos, & in |uncto ad 
snferna deſcendars, 
Iob, »1, x3. 


Totars circnmſerunt 
in iſtis malieritatem. 


Tndignity of excef- 
ſcinapparel, 


inneceſlity, & inſuperfluity the whole world 1s too litle to ſatisfy, We know il th 
not what courſe to take to find out new curioſities tor the pallate. We ſupiW yc 
vpoyſtersaliue, we ſeek out muſhromes; we wil know what taſt hath the 
fleſh of tortoyſes and ſnayles. Theſe poore litle creatures had good cauſe to 
belicue that their meannefſe would enfranchize them: but ſottich and ſordid 
glutony draweth a tribute from al ; and I thinke their tafſt wil ſhortly beta- 
ken with ſerpents and rauens. 

But let vs not onely accuſe the belly; the eyes deuoure more then it, They 
aredelighted to behold fiſhes to ſwim in aſea of ſugar, to ſee forreſts , nets, 
huntings, birds, wild beaſts, houſes, caſtles, fields, armes of ſugar; had licou. 
rouſneſle of taſt ſo much power as it hathlitle brayne it would make aworld 
of ſugar, and then would diſſolue it to be alwayes ready to forme new at his 
pleaſure. The eares wil hold their part inthis conſort, and therefore they muſt 
be tickled with the moſt exquiſite muſike both of voice and al ſorts of 
inſtruments , which ſerue as wings and chariots toimmodeſty. Then come 
the dances of the Corybants, the friskes, capers, ballets, courtings,liberries; 
impudencies$, and al ſorts of voluptuous pleaſures, which make the body dif- 
ſoluc into al corruption. With what coſcience cana Chriſtian expe Paradiſe, iſ to 
liuing in this manner? Doth he thinke hel hath no flames but for the rich glut. m: 
ton mentioned inthe Ghoſpe]; and that he purſuing the ſame wayes {hal be ſh; 
freed fromthe like puniſhments ? Hel caſteth vp ſuch people who heer waſt F tic 
their life indelicacies, that they may no otherwiſe liue then inthe immorts | be 
lity of fyre, of the worme of conſcience and darkneſle. orc 

As concerning exceſſe of apparel one cannot ſay too much, ſo great is this iſ the 
ſuperfiluity, and cuer ſhal the diſcourſe be vnprofitable the miſcheifebeingſo MW fol 
confirmed and vncapable of remedy, There init is that womendiſplay al tht ha 
vanity of their ſexe, al the induſtry of their ſpirit , (being curious and inuen- iſ fo: 
tiue enough in their owne intereſts ) and althe preſumption of their nature © Pe: 
which is but too ambitious, and , asſayth Tertullian , chere ir is where they beans i 4a; 
al the glory of their ſexe, 1 ſpeake not of thoſe whoattyre themſclues modeſtly, ſuc 
dutifully , and as it wereneceſſarily for comely ornament ; I ſpeake of thoſe be 
miſerable ſacrifices of vanity , who ſtudy nothing els but to deck themſelues © £0! 
vp beyond their condition,eſtate,& meanes, oftentymes with an il intention, © me 
many tymes with the ſpoiles of the poore. Maskes of hipocriſy , who findno tha 
other employment inthis life,butto counterfcit,no other deſire, butto ſeeme © © 
what they arcnor, For verily if you ſhould ſceal theitiewels & trinkets " one i 701 

| cap, 
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heap , youwould lay it werethe pillage of aCitty. Irisan admirable thing, 
that one litle carcaſe ſhould drag ſo great atrayne along with it. They goe 
adorned(ſaith the Scripture)as Temples ,& cerrainly they are very like thoſe 
Temples of Agypt , which hid a:Cat or Rat vnder golden Pauillions. Is not 
thisa ſfinne inexcuſable before God , to make al the elements take:paynes to 
couer a miſerable nakedneſle , which is nothing els but a meer ſcarre of 
ſinne?Is not this agreat illuſionto bolſter out a dunghil ( which perhaps 
we mult cary to morrow to a graue ) as it it were to be creed vpon Altars? 
Oh, miſerable creatures , what haue the wormes todoe, which ſhal gnaw 
your bodies, if your hayre be of three or fower pariſhes , your eye browes 
pulled with litle pincers*, your eyes diſguiſed, your cheeks putin a vermul: 
liontin&ure,your ſtench drowned in musky odours,your garments /playted, 


bumbaſted, looſe hanged, ſurcharged with pearles, pretions ſtones and chal- $t:ivh 
nes, toſerue asſnares to catch ſome foundred louers ? It is not the ſolide of exceſle. 


beauty of obicas which allureth you, but a meeropinion : becauſe ſuch an 
one hath ir,you therefore muſt needs haue thelike. If you were perſuaded 
that the fat or dung of aCrocodile were fit to white theskin, youthea would 
goc cuen to Nilus for it. And if one ſhould tel you that two flint ftones of the 
Molucaes would become your cares, andthart already ſuch and ſuch did weare 
them, you would rather hazard the killing of your owne body , then depriue 
yourſelfeof them, : y 

You ſce the vnreaſonablc proceeding of this ſuperfluity ?Byt 1 ſay much 


jealouſy 


more : Itis cruel and iniurious to God and his Church, What rocky hart Riot cruel, and | 
would not be cleft, and icy eye difſolued into teares, if it did bend it-ſclte to 1nwurious to Godz 


behold the exorbitancy of theſe wicked delights? To fay that three parts of ** 


Chriſtendome lined perpetually on gal andteares , were drenched in a for- 
ſaken, miſerable, and necc{htous life, were couered with bloud and oppref- 
ſions, whileſt others glutted themſelues in ſuperfluity of pallate, pleaſing cu» 
riofitics , euen almott to burſting , neuer deigning only ſo muchas to ſet a 


| foot onthe ground, making their excrementitious ſpittings to ſwim in amos.c: 


d his Church, 


gold, beholding themſclues in the vain-glorious aftent of their brauery 7+ qui epulenti eftid 


alwayes wantontzing,ftil fportiuely dallying.Woe to the rich men of Sion, who pat * 


ther truſt and confidence in the mountayne of Samaria. Woe to the great ones,wbo make 
beaſt in the houſe of Iſracl,who drink delicate wine in ther cellars , and live inuolued in 
the moſt exquiſite perſumes, witbout ener caring for the aſflitions of the poore. 


tod:fend it-ſelfc at the iudgement of Almighty God, when the hunger of ſo 
many needy penurious wretches , conſumed with want before your gate, 


n Sion, & confiditis 

in monte Samevig: 

Optimanes , capita po= 

fulorum, iygrediemies 

pompauce down 

I know the belly hath no eares, but Il know not what mouth it may hane {/rael. 

Bibentes vinumin {jt 
hialis, ex aprimo 

: gente bib, oo 


thal accuſe you at the Tribunal of this formidable Tudge.I know theſe Cour- ajhil pariebatwr ſuper 
tiers want not prattle enough, but I cannot +magine what they can anſwer centruione Toſeph. 


before the ludgement of God, if the Angels ſhould come to drayne theſe in- 
ordinate habits ro make bloud diſtil, & to:{peake thoſe aftrighting words of 


Words of Hieremy 


| formidable, 
the Prophet Hieremy: Behold the bloud and life of poore men, which I haue found in the > ry pen 


folds of thy garment, Tudge what Chriſtianity this is and what hope you may 1n «lis 1wir inuentue 
haue of future lite liuing in theſe delicacies, ftrucken withthe thunders of 7 /5ngw«penperi 


ſomany maledidions. Ah, if you adoreda God crowned with roſes or 
pearles , it wauld be a matter nothing ſtrange ; but to proftrate ones ſelfe 
dayly before the Crucifixe charged withnayles and thornes, youliuing in 
ſuch excefſe and ſuperfluity infleſh, difſolued in ſoftneſſe, how canthat but 
be cruel? The Chriftians of the primitiue Church were ſcrupulous to beare 
coronets of flowers on their heads , according to thecuſtome of teaſts, re- 


- 


membring their Mazſterhhad caried thornes; and Clemens alexantrinus iudgerh Clem.Alex,pedag] 


that to ſeeke out ſuch effeminacy is a meere mommery and a manifeſt Gravis 7w C604 


6 THFw, 


mockery ofthe venerable paſſion of the Sonne of God, With what eyes'can ,y 5,v 


you behold the Crucifixe conered with ibloud and wounds , holding it ho- 
- | nourable 
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nourable to bearc flowers, rubies,and diamonds, not for once, but to drench 
al your life, if it were poſſible, in the nice delicacies of the fleſh ? How caq 
one excuſe ſuch a manner of proceeding z By what marke would you be 
knowne for Chriſtians in the other world ? lheliuery of Chriſtians is pa. 
tience,and very wel thoſe braue courages , which bred vs to the Church by 
their bloud, may beare for their armes, a hand cleauing mountaines with 
fire & vineger, crowned with this deuiſe: No paſſage is sbut vp from vertue. Verily 
theſe valourous Champions ſparkling with the lightning rayes of charity, 
lifted vp their Chriſtian palmes inthe middeſt of hazards and forced heauen 
with a pious violence, Menwerc ſeen who obteyned as many Martyrdo. 
mes as they endured rorments,and who ſuffered more torrures then they had 
members ; their bodies vpon the wheels armed with Sharp cyzers, vnder 
iron books, vnder burning pincers flying inpieces were many times againg 
gathered vp by the faithful Chriſtians,and euen then put into tombes, them. 
{clues ſuruiuing their owne funerals, In this eſtare they climbed vypon the 
Remorabantur im Iuce þ 271 rocks of this painful way of heauen, carrying thither more wounds 
der.n's quorum men- h ber 
bris pleni erant tu- Caen MEMDETS, . + 
muls. What anſwer you to this, you children of Saints ? Your forefathers tg 
Sanus Zenode purchaſe Paradiſe haue wandred in wilderneſſes, ſtrayed vp and downe 
« Santo Arcadio. qountaines and cauernes of the earrh,clothed with goats skinnes & camels 
hayre,and you now adayes haue no harttoany thing but to the vain-glorions 
humour of brauery. TeLme not, that in caſc of perſecution you wil be moſt 
faithful to God: 1 wil anſwer that which Tertullian ſaid : I feare this neck, ſnard 
with wreaths and repes of pearle andemeralas : 1 feare the ſword of perſecution can find 
be no place there, Children of Saints, your Grand-fathers haue heretofore paſſed ſo 
rgeruarum © . . ay" EOS: . 
ſmaragtorii laquejs Many lents,lying vpon hard boards, eating rootes, liuing in infinit frugality, 
occupare loch jparig.& now forſooth the leaſt faſt ſtriketh you downe. Of what complaine you? 
non det, | Is it for that you ſtil ſwim not in ſugar, and therefore the Church is too 
hard to be ſerued + A Thouſand diſpenſations muſt be procured vnder falſe 
colours and ſurreptions, You cannot faſt, you cannor doe that which you 
neuer had a wil to doe, What a ſhame is it ( youchildren of Saints ) your f 
thers and mothers to gaine Paradiſe,although they liued inriches as you pet- 
Tul. Firmic, deer- haps doe,put them vnder their feet to ſerue as ladder-ſteps to heauen, & you 
roreprofanar reli, now adayes place them ouer your heads, to finke your ſclues euen into the 
Erub'ſcue, 6 miſeri, 2byſſe. How would youthen that one ſhould know you 1n the other world 
ſ mmm You ouzht to be aſhamed of thename which you beare, of your Baptiſme 
vos Dems fecit:cum - oO . 8 , 
cohors veſtra ad Dei Of your prefeſſion, you therevnto affording ſolitle correſpondence, God 
iudicantis tribunal hath made you tor another end,and farre otherwiſe; you no longer retaine 
acceſſerit, ihil vobiſ= any marke, whereby you may be knowne. 
cm defereretic,q"0 '\Whatare you to doe? I, Tobelicucthere is no Paradiſe forthoſe , that 


ns w/e wil liue in pleaſures, capital enemies of the Croſle of the Sonne of God, 


V irtuti nihil inuium, 
Vertuc of the firſt 
Chriſtians, 


Tertul de culcu 
Foemin, c. 13. 
7 jrneo cerwicem ne 


Neufrufirain mells II. It your birth, haue ranked you in an eminent ſtate, liue therein, and 
(copia pennar habes entertaine it, rather for a certaine neceſſity of beſecming comlyneſle then 
_ necnt ew for the loue of concupiſcence, Liue therein as the bee on hony, wel obſer. 
grengem, , | ; ES 

Aug, ad Roman, Ving your wings:be not entangled therewith, which 1s very hard to doe, 
I1T. Make not vnneceſſary expences aboue your meanes, What a ſhame 
it is dayly to behold frogs deſirous to puffe themſelues vp like buls,cuen til 
they burſt? No man can keep a mediocrity:man wil extend his wings bey6d 
his neſt ; his rerinue, table, apparrel,preſents, al is exceſſe, what one poyvreth 
forth on one ſide muſt be ſpared on the other. To entertaine great profuſe» 
neſſe,great auarice is neceſſarily expedient, which cannot be mainteined but 
by wretchedneſſe, by rapines,by inzuſtice, by oppreſſons, which abſolutely 

- - +: ſhut vpthe gatecof ſaluation. 

CO ——_ I v. ot cuer about you in ſecret ſome marke of mortification of leſus 


Chriſt, as the Apoſtle appointeth ; ſuffering ſome incommodity in cloathing, 
drinking, 


{rremes,, 2.Cor,g. 
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drinking,catin g,ſleeping, and the like; diſdainenot to exerciſe your ſelues in 
as of humility,and louc aboue al the viſits and conſolation of the poore aty 
iced. This 1s it wi] ſauce you, 


2 LY 


Xl, OBSTACLE. 


Enuy, 


—=—A E likewiſe find in an excellentlitle booke, entitled the 

Apothegmes of the Hebrewes and Arabians, a ſaying of thoſe 
ancient Doctours of the law , which with much modera- 
tionmuſt be vndcerſtood : To wit, that three ſortes of peo- 
ple thal never vndergoe the iudgement of God, nor paſſe 
through the flames of purgation, Firſt, perſons greatly ne- 
ceſſirous:Secondly thoſe who are in publike office: Thirdly 


the 1] maricd, 

Perſons neceſſitous(ſaith this Authour) becauſe pouerty and miſery are- 
moſt ardent fires which purge and cleanſe the ruſt of iniquity : thoſe who 
are in publike office; for what need haue they of indgement ſince the whole 
world 1ugeth them? Thoſe thar are il maried, becauſe a bad wife is a porta- 
tive purgatorie, Theſe words are ſpoken at random with roo much extent 
gnd liberty.For it is moſt vndoubted, thar if theſe three kind of people liue 
in integrity and make profit of their burdens, it wil be a wholſome meanes 
for them to eſcape the rigour of God's iudgemeut; but abſolutely to exempt 
them from the 1urifdition of this ſoucraigne iuſtice, is to ſpeake ouer 
raſbly, They haue much better hic the marke, who ſaid , that two ſortes of 
men anticipated their helinthis world ; the louers , and the enuious, For in 
effe& there isahelof loue, anda helof enuy. The hel of loue is for thoſe 
whoinordinately, exceſſiuely,and withour tul fruition of creatures doe loue 
tothe pre1udice of the Creatour, Our Alas ! who can recount the ſhiuerings, 
the feaucrs,the acceſſes of fire and ice, the gnawing wormes , the biting vul- 
tures of theſe vntortunate ones, who hauing Shaken off the yoke of ſoue- 
raigne beauty haue made themſclues flaues of a putrified body, the ſpoyle 
wherof the elements shal quickly share ? It ſeemerth the Prophet Eſuy was 
defirous to deſcribe their miſerizs in theſe termes: Therr ſoules 5hal be as a land of 
pitch and brimſtone, perpetually boyling in their owne paſſions, and ener ſmoking with Ulack. 


Frit terry s e0y1um in 


picem ardentem, necte 
& die ni extinguetur, 
in ſemprernum aſct- 


vapours of 4 bruti2b ignorance, Yet notwithſtanding this hel of loue amongſt [> get funns eins, 


many rigours hath ſomerymes certaine ſparkles of hope, a ſower-ſweet of 
pleaſures, which kindle themſelues like flying fires, and are waſted cuen in 
their bith; bubles of water which are blowne vpand cracked ina moment: 
bur the hel of enuy is an admirable hel, for it is a voluntary hel, where 
notlung pleaſeth,, and each thing tormenteth : A Hel which conteyneth fire 
n1t,and affordethno light; a hel, which alwayes hath the worme preſent, 
and neuer the remedy ; a hel which ſurprizeth by the eyes , and diuerh cuen 
lnto the hart; a hel which inceſſantly deuoureth and neuer conſumeth;which 
hath miſchiefes without hopes, tgyles void of repoſe, and torments without 
mercy; which is as the common feuer of al the gal of this vniuerſe; which 
excrcizeth rage and fury, which hath the wannefle of death withour dyingy 
and the cares of adiſaſtrous life without life. To diuert the harts of. mer) 


from ir 1 can propoſe but two reaſons, the firſt ſhal diſcouer the malignity,8 
the other the calamity therof, 6 : 


Itis 


+> 
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It is true that al vices are ſteeped inthe venome of malice, which ſhould he 

a powerful moriue for thoſe to fly them who naturally loue goodneſle; but 

etiuy hath 1 know not what kind of particular influence, which maketh ir 

Greo Th infinitly odious & execrable.s. Gregory Thaumatkrgus ſaith it is a waſp of Sathz 

5a . : f Seleucia calleth irths 

5 outepry = Which tingeth men as the gad-fly doth oxen. $ Baſil © it the 

TEv uct 0% mother of murders, S. Cyprian the moth of ſoules, and S. Gregory Nyſſ;n 1 

Baſil. Seleuc,  Aiſcaſe of nature, a poyſoned gal, the roor of vices, the mother of death, 

ery pov eeTag. and a voluntary tiſkcal conſumption, Al the ancient Fathers breath 

hs © out fire & flames when they diſcourſe of it , and indeed neuer cy 

Greg. Nyfſ.in vita TheY ſpeake enough of it, Beſides their authority which is of great valey, 

Moſs. reaſon herein is very potent. For we mult needs afhrme, that by how much 

the more avice participateth of the nature of Diuels , who are as It were the 

patrons of finne, by ſo much the more itis a vice:and enuy is ot the ſame con; 

dition, for it is the ſinne by ſingularity of denomination called the finne of 

Sap; 2. India. Diuel. As in heauen the firſt was the ſinne of pride, ſo the firſt on earth 

- tl a = was that of enuy,committed by the ſpirit of impurity ; and $. Auguſtine exce|. 

orbem terrarwn, lEtly ſaith,cnvuy is a vice meerly diabolical,a finne which defileth the Duels, 

Ang.l.s.dedo&, and irrecouerably damneth them.lIt ſhal nor be {aid to Sarhan in the ſenrenc, 

Chriſtiana, of his damnation, that he hath polluted the beds of men by his adulterieg 

that he hath taken the goodsof other men by his rapines,thar he hath ſeyzeq 

on demaines and poſſeſſions driuing away the lawful owners, bur thar he 

oma; . .  hathenuicd the fclicity of man. The ſame Authour ſaith onthe Epiſtle to the 
lommn; flanti invi- "i . he h c 

Gti. Galatians , thar this vice hath rhe property to powre into the hart of men the 

Aug.in Epiſt, ad poyſon ofthe enemy. Yeaſo it is,that particularly the infernal ſerpent, when 

"4 cicaturin he imprinteth the ſinne of enuy inthe hart of man, doth turmoyle his very 

gloſla, bowels, and extreamly ftriueth as it wer#to vomit the blackeſt peſtilenc 


CE, which hel conteineth, 
concutis, in hac impri= Diſcourſe euen with yourſelfe whether the enuious be not tainted with 
ny 9*:fipeflem a ſpecial malignity,ſfince that beyond al other finners they tranſcendenth 
Et ſack in the breath of the ſerpent. This black malice more cafily diſcoucreth 
it-ſelfe in this then inal the other mortal ſinnes, which are verily great exor. 
birancies of nature , but they ſecme to haue ſome pretext which mollifierh 
the cuil. The theife robbeth for his profit, the carnal man ſceketh out his 
vnlawful luſtes to extinguiſh the fire of his paſſion, the couetous man faith 
he is vpon good husbandry,the ambitious flattereth himſelte with the thirk 
of honour , which hath heertofore borne ſway vpon Altars , and ſo of other 
ſinnes, their malice hathalwayes ſome heat of paſſion or apparance of good 
to excuſe them, But the enuious what can he propoſe but a cold malignity, 
black cruelty, a wil — il without ſemblance of good? Yea you 
ſhal find many thar arc in infinit aboundance as dogs couched on hay , who 
wilnor cate thereof , for it is not their cuſtome, nor are they willing other 
creatures for whom God hath ordeyned it ſhould come neer it. Many there 
are as Tantalus euer in the middeſt of fountaines, yet drinke not, and perpe- 
tually beholding him with a icalous eye that would taft therof, 

The fable of the two enuious men ſo celebrated, is not feigned ; we too 
much approue it in our manners.For it being permitted them to chooſe what 
each would aske, on this condition , that his requeſt being allowed him, his 
companions ſhare be doubled; the firſt, who was extremely couctous, had 
his defires fixed in the earneſt demand of gold and filuer, bur diſcourſing with 
himſelfe that by asking he ſhould doc a pleaſure to another, this only conl- 
deration ſtayed him, and neuer would he afterward open his mouth to make 
ſuch arequeſt; the other made choiſe to looſe one of his owne eyes, that his 
companion might haue it doubled,and be depriued of both. 

How many arethere at this day in the world, who embarked with their 


enemies inthe ſame veſſel, carcnotto periſh, ſothatthey dying may glut 
| their 


be 
but 


v 
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their eyes with the death of thoſe whom they hate:A.moſt ſtrange maligniry; 
to forget the-preſeruationof ones owne perſon, to which weare by nature; 
treightly obliged, to rutne another. The'eyes of Gorgons, the hiſling of ſer-, 
pents,the aſpe of baſiliskes are nothing in compariſan of an enraged Cour, 
ticr, when he beholdeth him to be caried on the wings of faugur whom he, 
would gladly ſee vtterly contounded without recouery, Doe we not þehold 
the eyes ofa dog, when the fortune of another is enuzed , andrhe hart of & 
ſtag when queſtion is made of the workes of courage? Where are not mento 
be ſeen who denoure one another aliue with miſchejyous aſpects, and cary 
euen on their forcheads , the gal of their enuenomed harts. Where are not 
ſuch maligne ſpirits to be found, who play at faſt and looſe, thruſting him in 
aninſtant downe tothe loweſt part of the wheele who was at the top. At. 
the Court al things moſt commonly tal ſhort but malice and enuy.It is verily 
theextremity of miſery when great ones doe with an open eare too much 
grace the deiſignes ofthe ennious, making themſclucs as it were inſtrumgrg 
of a furious panther , for the ruine of the innocent. If we ought ro ſtop our 
cares with waxc among the ſongs of «yrens, heer we haue need tohaue them 
al of diamod. What can the enuious man expect from this diabolical malice, 
but the reward of Cain inthe ſeparation from the fight of God aud perpetyal 
affrightmenrs ? O Can, tealogs Cain? Thou art amazed that God regardeth net thy {a- ms 
cifice, and ſee ſt not thon art dettiged and ſcurred within thy ſelfe. 15hat haue ſamewbat to heb ad _ 
(oe with thy Wi ked ſacri ice, It 4s to much purpp/e ta turne ty hand to 4n «cd of religion, diui us es in te? ft manid 
wid thy bart to enuy, This which thou doeſt is nd (p 4ppeaſe God, but roprouoke bm. It is to denotioni, quid animis 
preſent bim with ſacrifice in the one hand, aud 4 poxyard in the otber ſad Saint _ ALE 
Bernard. : «orgy 
And trul/; to touch the ſecond reaſpn , although the diueliſh malice of mr_— vs 
this vice cannat gaine canqueſt over harts to diuert them, yet ought the Ca» cid iam ramen fidei = 
lamity it draweth along with it , to beget in gur ſpules a perpetual horrour cida reneris, 
theroft, This ſane is no ſooncr borne but it hath ic's rorments and execu- 
tioners attending. Al that which may xruly be called miſerable commeth 
to vs from enuy and the hatred of our ncjghbour. Fipſt jtbereauerh vs of an ,,, |; 
9 ah , | x , * Aug, l.quinquag. 
infinit number of bleſſings which we might enjoy.by the meanes of charity. homiliarum homil, 
Nothing is ſo rich as the loue of God al beauties, alriches,al pofſeflions are 15.tom.10. 
tributary thereunto: Yea love in louing, I know ngtby-what kind of powery- C922»4e il cu Deus 
ful alchimy, draweth alto it-ſelfe, changeth al inco it-ſelfe, and-maketh the go — 
whole world it's owne, This is the diſcourſe which 8. 4xguſtine made of it. O force virginizare, big 
prodigic ! Wil you know an afteEyal meanes how tg become ina ſhort tyme lam, tua eſt: 1 whabes 
rich, wiſe, fortunate,and holy? You haye nothing todoe but to loue, Virginity forte mavort patientia, 
pleaſeth you, and baue you it nor ? Loue it in your brotber and ſiſter to whom Gad bath grau- Cp = ef = 
Hed jtgtis yours, This mn has more knowledge then you, ayd you perbaps more patience |; Dr an A 
then he;loue bis knowledge aud he your patience, and you both +hl be contented. Another is fudium eins, Tu forte 
wore watchful chen you,and you ſaſt better then be;lewe his watcbſulveſſe, & let bin lege your p2'es awplins ietunare 
Jeting, «nd then bthold you 5hel become watchful,end abſtinent, That which I ſay of vyir- 7" ve fern _— 
= . . : . - mum,quia 1 per CNge 
gigity.parience, knowledge, induſtry,and abſtinence is alſo to þe ynderſtoad ,;.,.wm in ills ex , ev 
of al other bleflings, which weby louing make our owne. Such was' the exer- ipſe in reef 
Ciſe of Dawid, who taſted the good of another as peculiar to himſelfe:he ſanGi- Particeps ſum omuil 
hed himnſelte in al Saints , he inftruRted himſelfe inalthe Sages; he enriched 7ngm ie Pal. 
himſclfe in al the rich , he participated with al the iuft. Behold you not heer fk 
the admirable Philoſophy of loue? Nt 
"This being true , as it is moſt euident, conſider the cuils and diſaſters 
which proce ed ftromenuy:: $o-many bleflings , as the. Sun dayly diſcoucreth p, ,:.: ;,.; queſt 
t9you inſo.infinit numbers of creatures,way by louing be yours; aud 1n not diligeretis veftraface- 
lowpg every bappjneſſe, each. proſperity of your n:4ghbour is an iron lance retis bona,nen diligids 
w your fide , a thorne in your hart, anda nayle.in your eye. Haue we fo Ian ks 
misfortuncs iv the world, that wemuſliſceke the in the proſperity of others? ©7489: in paſtoral, 
The 
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The earth vomireth vp miferies, which dayly draw teares from our eyey, 
fighes from our harts,'and compaſſion from qur moſt abdurate ſoules : yer 
not content therwith inſteed of ſearching out ſome lenitiue for our wounds 
in vnion and charity , we enny our neighbour, thereby bereauing our ſelueg 
of al comforts, and deep drenching vs in al the miſeries of the world, For 
whareuil is comparable to thar of enuy ; to be perpetually like a wretcheq 
owle,not able roendurethe day-light of anothers proſperity ; to be as a rz. 
venous vultur , who flyeth from ſweet ſauours and ſearcheth out carton , ty 
imitate the fly which delighteth among wounds,and vicers > What a lite is it 
to run vp and downetaxing the impertecions of your brethren, and neuerty 


OQuali Sanins tines Open an eye tothe ſplendour of their vertue ? What a life is it to make the euil i 
in malii propris bonz another, your good, to haue his proſperity your executioner , his glory your punishment , ec 


conuertere alzena gulu- 
frrium proſperizate tor - 
queri,aliorumgloriam 
pena ſuamfacere, & 


to beare an il dſpoſition in your breſt;to cary tallons, nayles , and sbarp combes of iron in yon 
owne proper entrayles,and neuer to end your ſinne to make thereby yeur terments immotuþ 
This is it which the eloqutt $.Cypria ſpake in theſe termes.Although through 


welut quordem pectori enuy ſome profit or parcel of good might be drawne from the ſubieg 


ſue carnifices admo- 
were, qui ſe intefFinis 
erutiatibur laceret, &+ 


enuied , by extenuating the honour or good of a neighbour, with ſome be. 
nefit applicable to ones {clfe, yer God ofrentymes permitteth, thar by the 


ſecyera cordis maleuo- MEANES Of enuy the glory of thoſe who are ſo maligned, is made more ily. 
lemie vnguiis plſent? ſtrtous, So the brothers of Ioſeph in being deſirous to make him aſlaue, gave 
Cypri.dezelo, & him opportunity to become a Lord eueral Agypr. So theenuy of Saul, wha 


liuore, 


flew this fel beaſt with his owne hands , and impreſſed an incomparabl 


he leaſt thoughtr of it, ſet the crowne on Daxids head, and affording him mg. 
ter of affliction gaue him occaſion of _—_ So Maximian the Tyra 
through the iealouſly of the honours attributed to Conſtantine, contributed{ 
that which a deſperate enuy could inuent , and a great vertue ſurmount, K 
firſt made him General of an army which he ſent againſt the Sarmatiuns (1 
people extremly furious ) ſuppoſing he there ſhould looſe his life, The you 
Prince went thither , and returned victorious, leading along with him th 
Barbarian King enchained. Tt is added hereunto, that this direful Princ 
excited by a moſt ardent frenzy in his returne from this battaile, engage 
him in a perilous encounter with a Lyon, which he purpoſely had cauſedy 
be let looſe vpon him : But Conſtancive, victorious ouer Lyons as wel as men, 


opinion inthe minds of his ſouldiers , which eaſily gaue him paſſage tothe 
throne by the ſame degrees which were prepared for his ruine, We mul 
haue an Emriſtheus to make vp a Hercules. Enuy many tymes layeth the firl 
ſtone of the Temple of vertue, ſhe beateth puſillanimity on her forchea, 
and the condemnation of her imporency in her hart,rto ſcrue as a trophey « 
courage and a badge of valour, 

What- courſe doe you thenthinke to take for conclufipn , both you wh 
enuy,and you who are maligned. If enuy be a diabolical vice and a hel ofc 
lamity , why doe you not aſſume to you the bowels of a charity truly Chri 
ſtian, to loue the guifts of God himſelſe in your enemies? Firſt accuſton: 
your (clues to be contented with your eſtate, and that condition of lik 
which God hath allotted you, For from thence ſpringeth the enuy whereby 
each one thinketh the field of his neighbour more fertile then his owne,eac 
one beholderth with a iealous eye al aboue him, and hath no ſighr tocoi 
template what is vadet him.Euery one would change that which he is, itt 
that which he cannot be, but by miſcheife or iniuſtice, The oxe in the fabl 
faith, if hewere a horſe wel furniſhed and caparizoned as that glorious beak 
(whodoth nothing but prance and coruet 1n a field or ſtreet ) he woiuli 
worke wonders : none ſhould be more able nor fit to draw a coach then ht 

to goe into the warres'nduec ſhould be found more couragious then he : But 
behold him P_o—_— inthe wayne wvnder the hand of a peaſant, whi 


mcanes hath he to doe any brauething 2 Yet admit you ſhould lay = 
, clot i 
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clothes and rich abiliments on him , he would euer be an oxe. Why doe you 
diſturb your ſelfe abour the chayge of your condition, and not rather ſay:My 
God, youguide lines, eſtates, and conditions; it is a muſike wich youcom. 
poſe of many accords; it 1sa table of many colours;itis a body of many mem: 
bcrs, why ſhould | make a falſe harmony , an extrauagant colour , or a prodi- 
gious mever ? It ſuſficeth me to be a party inthis muſike, this table,this bodyt 
ſet me-high, ſet me low, let me be white, let me black , make me hea&;make 
me foor. My God'iitis in thee to'giue me my part, and in me to playarwel, 
Why ſhould I kick againſt the ſpurre like a 1ade?Why, being but a ſRrable 
earthen pot, ſhould 1 argue againſt my Potter? If the man whom I entiy meri- 
terh this good fortune, l wrong your iuſtice to maligne him, and if he deſerue 
itnot, is he not more worthy oFE-compaſſion then enuy, ſince al his greatneſſe 
wil ſerue him but tor a burden 11 this life and a condembation in the other. If 
al make for me in louing, why {honld I through want ofloue deprine my ſelfe 
of ſo great a power, which of al things is the moſt eafie 2 Why ſhal I create a 
helin my ſelte, where you haue'a prrpoſe to-erec a Paradice? | 

You who are maligned, to oppoſe enuy render your ſelues truly vertuous, 
know there are no ſhadowes without light-, nor enuy without ſome gu ft of 
God. If the faggot {ſmokes when it beginneth ro burne; when the flame ſhal 
hane gotten the vpper hand there wil be no-ſmoke at al. :Natural Philoſo. 
phers obſcrue that therain-bow inthe heauens is not eaſily formed at noon- 
tyde in the ſcorching dayes of ſummer , becauſethe ſunne viger6us in his ex. 
alcation diſſipateth, waſteth; and diſpelleth the clouds. When you ſhal be 
mounted tothe higheſt pitch of heroike vertue; enuy ſhal neither haue boy 
nor arrow to afſayle you; al ſha] ſtoup to-your eminence , & calumny it-ſelfe 
ſhal crack ; whentruth ſhal dart refplendentflaſhes into al eyes. Viniger is 
Aid to be vſed for pretious ſtones, which lau&theirfire frozen ouer , & their 
luſtreecclypſed: you muſt haue alitle touch ot acerbiry to enlighten your va- 
lour. The Moone ſeemeth for a tyme to darkentheSun'when tt is ecclypſed, 
and yet ſhe daily rendreth the tribute of herlight. Enuy, which maketh a ſhew 
toecclypſe you, wil make your prayſes multiply by ir's\landers, your repoſe 
by it's battayles, and your crownes by yout humiliation:No man accounteth 
it ſtrange that cantharides fixe themſeluesvporroſes, they no lefle are roſes 
for being blaſted by this petty catrerpiller :'It is wel known they are not ſa- 
tisfied but with the fayreſt flowers ; you haue nothing to doe butto ſhake 
them off ; & therby enioy the odour of thebeafry of the Queen of beauties. 

Feare not to be deſpiſed, becauſe you are enuied, if you doe nor beforehand 
debaſe your ſelfe to enuy through imbecillity of hart, Nay rather the moſt 
enuicd wil be ſought out for amarke of aneminent vertue, The enuious wil 
bethereby the more diſſipated, enuy wil be trampled vndettoot; and merie 
ctowned by the hand ot iuſtice, 
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XII, OBSTACLE. 


Ambition and auarice. 


AE $ Fter fo many rocks, after ſo many counterbuftes and perils, beho| 
WLSBA the ſhelfe of ſhipwracke,ambitio, which is a turious auarice to bez, 
JOINS bleto doe al andto haue al. It is an itch which great men beare Vpon 
them trom their mothers womb,to ſtirre vp in them a perpetual ſcraChing;ay 
itch, the malignity whereof oftentymes turneth their brayne euen to the ma, 
Angelical enig- king of heauen to bow vnder the rules of the earth. Amongſt the difficult 
macs, queſtions which the Angel propoſedto the Prophet Eſdres,one was to weyh 
Eſdr. 44. the fire , and the other to meaſure the wind , the laſt to number the veynes gf 
the abyſſe. Ambitionis a devouring fire, who can pey2e it? It 184 wind, why 
can fathom it? It is an abyſſe , who is able to recount the ſources and iſſues 
thereof? A wiſe man ſayth very wel, that the middie of the carth hath ber 
found , the depth of the ſea hath been ſounded, the height of the Riphean hilg 
hath been meaſured , the remoteſt limits of the hollow cauernes of Caucaſu 
haue been diſcouered ; the head-ſpring of Nylus hath not eſcaped, only inthe 
hart ofman we cannot find the bounds of the deſire of commading. This pal. 
fionisno longer a meane folly, it is arriued to the height of rage, the euil isfg 
great it is vnknowne, Man is ſo farre fromdiſcouering the remedy, that hea 
it were deſpayreth of health. It is enough if ſome lenitiue may be applyel, 
Deſire of Hippo- That great wit Hippocrates, wiſhed a coſultation of alrhe Phifitiasof the world, 
crates, to aduiſe vpon the meanes how to,cure couetouſneſſe. It is now aboue 20, 
Hipocrates Epiſt. yeares agoe ſince he had this deſire; after him a thouſand and a thouſand Phi. 
MS. loſophers haue employed their endeauour to recouer this peſtilent feauer ;y 
haue loſt their labour therin,the cuil increaſing in the multitude of remediez, 
the ſick men are al frantike : when the wind of ambition hath ra\ſed themty 
the height of the wheele, they wil geuer deſced but by a precipice.Itis amoſ 
particular fauour of God ifit happen that an ambitious man doth once open 
his eyes to know himſelfe,to meaſure himſelte, to put limits vpon hisdefirez 
& yet notwithſtanding the motives & obligations which he hath therevnto 
Reaſons and reme- Are moſt manifeſt,as1 wil makgit appeare in the ſequele of this diſcourſe, 
dies. Firſt the Scripture ſpeaking of ambition,calleth it a forrayne vice, Pride 
Pal. 18.14.Ababie- in man is not in it's clement, it alwayes ſeeketh height, and man is euen loy. 


mic perce ern two. nefſe it-ſelfe. What is man,if we conſider him in his owne nature withour the 
Ambition a for- : 


Ambition an itch, 


vice. aſſiſtance of grace,butan excrement of impurity in his coception,a filly cres 
A ſingular defcrip- ture in his birth, a bag and ſponge of orduresin his life, a bayt for wermes in 
tion of man, hisdeath? The ſoule is in the body, as in a Chariot of glaſſe:The dayes are the 


courriers, which perpetually run vpon a ful gallop : The fourc wheeles are 
vanity, weakneſle, inconſtancy, miſery: The way 1s ot ice; the goale 1s death; 
& the end oftentymes is a precipice. The pleaſures thereof (as ſayth Plaro) arc 
winged, &wholy armed with prickes'& ſtings, to leaue in flying a ſharp point 
in the hart ; the dolour & diſcontents therot drench it in a cup ful of gal,and 
it's feet are of lead,neuer to forſake it. Can then ſucha creature be poſſeſſed 
Al the world tea. WIEh ambition, ſuch adunghil nouriſh pride ? Al chat we behold both aboue 
cheth vs the leſſon 2nd beneath , onthe right, on the left hand , in this great houſe of nature, 
efhumility. ſerues asa leflon of humility for vs. Heauen which circumuolueth ouer ou 
heads, enammeled with ſtarres, created ina heigher place then we; the earth 
which we tread vnder our feet , which ſerueth vs fora nurſe, afterwards 
for a ſepulcher; the litle aire we breath, without which we cannot liue; 
the water which in it's wonders hath ſwallowed vp wiſdome ; & after- 
watds the bodics of the moſt knowing men of the carth ( as we read - 
Ariſtots 


XII. OBSTACLE. AMBITION; . 


Ariſtotle) beaſts, whoſe ſpoyles we cary abourvs, our body whichaccordingto 


account hath for its portion abour zooo. deſeaſes, our ſoule which knoweth 

not what ſhal become of her, and which cannot cel whether ſhe ſhal ſerue as 

an immortal fewelto thoſe deuouring flames that haueno limits but eterni- 

ty,or no. Al preach to vs our baſenefle, al thunder out the terrour & affright- 

ments of God's iudgements; and amonglt ſo many ſubie&sof humility you 

(O noble men) haueleaſure to puffe vp your ſelues, & ro fil your minds with 

the gerle breathing blaſts of imaginary honour. At the leaſt,ifneeds/ydu muſt 

elcuate your ſclues,if you of nece1lity mult take a great deale of ſtate vpo you, 

chooſethe beſt way:but (inſenfibleas you are) what doe you take vpon you; Anibirion the life 
becomming ambitious? thelife of a ſlaue , the lite of Cain, This is the ſecond of a fue. 
conſideration which 1 propoſe, of power ſufhcientto inſtruct a ſoule that wil Inef!1mabile bonum 


giue neuer ſo litle predominance to reaſon. We alnaturally loue liberty , and ro jp 


iuppoſe, that to be of ones ſeifeis an eſtimable good, _ Miſery of the ant 
Now the moſt captiue Galley-ſlaues are not greater bond-menthen the am- birious, 

bitious. The ſlaue hatha chaine and a Captaine who proudly infulteth ouer 
him; an ambitious man hath as many fetters as he hath apperires, as many ſer- 
uitudes as prerenſions, as many ſlaueries asmaners ot ambirion. His Capraine 
is his vnguiced paſſion , which tyrannizeth ouer him day and night with al 
poſſible cruelty. Theſlaue praRizeth and rameth himſelfe in his owne condi- 
tion: the ambitious is alwayes {auage, he alwayes flieth betore himſelfe, and 
ncuer ouettaketh himfelfe, ro enter into himſelfe, Heis in noplace, becauſe 4 
he would be euery-where,& yet notwithſtiding he 1s tormered euery-where, 
his feauer burneth him where he is not. The lane freeth himſelfe with money; 
the ambitious man findeth giues of gold & filuer. The lane findeth no chaine 
ſo ſtraight, burthar it ſomerimes giueth him leaueto {ing ; the ambitious is 
neuer free out of himſelfe:there are nothing but obic&s of frenzy, fire-brands 
of concupiſcence;and within himſelfe there 18 nor any thing but wormes,fla- 
mes,& executioners. The laue findeth art leaſt liberty in death, & death which 
carrieth the key of al cloſe couerts commeth laſtly ro vnlooſeal the bands of 
his ſeruitude; an ambitious ſoule as ſooneasit is parted fromthe body is con= 
forted withDiuels in their tortures, as it imitated them very neerly in their 
paſſion. What alife, what adeath isthis? Find youany comparable, it not that 
of vnfortunate Cain ? The Scripture ſaith that he withdrawing himlelfe from Th. life of Cain; 
the ſight of God,did inhabit the land of inſtability:and Procopiustherro addeth Genef. 4. 16. 
an ancient tradition, that he perpetually ſaw certaine ſpe&res with ſwords of Hebr, 
fire , whici brought horrible affrightments vpon him. Is the ambitious man , N12 Y18 
better vſed?Ts not he perpetually ſeperated fromthe face of God, ſeeing (as Procep. WIR 
fayth Saint Hrerome ) man is deuided from the diuinity, not by the degrees of Hizr. Epilt, ad 
body but of ſoule, which are the affeftions? And how much more the ſoule is Damaſ, 
ſcattered in the waſt emptineſſe of ambition, which is indeeda meere vanity, Peccances receduns 4 
ſomuch more it ſtrayeth fr5 this ſoueraigne Maieſty,whichisthe only veriry. 2* > M. 
Isitnotin the Kingdome of inconitancy? In euery place where he ſetteth his —— 
feet, there is nothing but ſlippery ice or downtal.The ſaying of the Prophet is pral, 34. 6. 
accompliſhed in his perſon: Let their way be made darke ana ſlippery, and the Angel of Fiat via illorum tex 
our Lord perſecute them, Behold al the moſt lamentable extremities, which may 57 & lubricum 
beimagined ina voyage ; euerto goe vpon ice, and thereonto walke inthe 0 
obſcure darkenefle of the night , & to haue behind you1n therere aSergeant, ns diſaſter; 
who haſtnerh you forward ; and al this is found inthe life of the ambitious. : 
What paſſage 1s not {lippery'in the fauours ofthe world , al which are feathe. 
red & ful of mutable coditios? What darknefſe1s there ina wretched creature, 
who hath nopitty at al of himſelfe, who maketh a liberty of his fetrers , ho- 
nour of his ignominy, & tropheyesof his tormets?WhatSergeat is more trou- 
bleſome?What ſpe&res, & what ſwords of fire more terrible the thepricks of 
this enraged paſſio, which as much & as violently forcerh = as a bul goared 
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with a goadruſheth through ſome headlog precipice?Where is it that the am; 


re 
bitious man can find place of ſtability & center of repoſe? It he be in queſt of 4 gl 
honour, (and when is he not?)behold him ina wherlpoole,in fire;behold hin | 
in the feucriſh acceſſes of heat and cold , which affoard him no intermiſſion, MW for 
Admit he obtayne what he pretenderth vnto, no ſooner 1s he engaged in ons | ind 


Enuy, way but his feet itch to transferre him to another, It he be vpon termes of MW no! 
repulſe, behold himdrenched in deſperate and furious enuy, which maketh WM th: 
him dayly dye as many deaths as there are others more happy then himſelfe, MW mc 
Verily the wheele of 1xion is aſilly fable in compariſonof the tortures of the | #al 

- The wheele of He. bitious. That was a ſport which Heliogabalus did, when hetooke his Cour. iſ of 1 
liogabalns, tiers and commanded them to be tyed and trufled faſt to a great wheele, hat 

Lampridius in He- and thenrolled and turned them vp & downeinthe warter,taking infinitples. MW wh 

Logab, ſureto ſee them. ſomeryme aloft , ſometyme below, ſometyme to taſt the MW nu; 
ſweetneſle of the ayre, & ſometymeto be deeply plunged in the water, where MW #-1 
of neceſlity they drake more then enough. Ambitious men dayly aG the ſame MW a: 
play , but they perſonate it tragically : their life 1s wholy compoſed of leapy | 

bounds & skips ; they are the very reeds, the very ſhuttle-cocks of inconfſtan. MW thr 
cy , they are meer wind-blowne baloones which are toſſed this way and tha MW the 
way, ſometyme with the foot, ſometyme withthe hand. They are enforced 
vponal occations to beare the fooles bable , and the miſerable haue drunke 
with ſo long and deep draughts of the water of forgetfulneſſe,that they can. 
not awaken themſclues from their drunkeneſle, vntil death come to cloſe 

VP their eyes. ; 
Were it not athouſand tymes betterto plant coleworts,and roſt cheſſnuts, 
then to liue amongſt ſo many ſeruile complacences vnworthy of a noble ſpi. 
rit, ſo many fruſtrated prertenſfions,ſo many illuſions, ſo.many ſcorneful repul. 
Captiuity of char- {es, ſo many hopes, which crack like acloud and rayſ(e a tempeſtuous ſtorme; 
ges. where ſhade and ſweet refreſhment is expeQed? It is a wgnder to behold men 
Petrarch, dialog. robetray their reaſgn, to courtthe fortunes of great menzto bercaue themſel. 
OS pemyes, ues of comfort, repoſe, and liberty , ro be ſurprized in a mil ful of skreaking 

gotia gerere la- a bl 7 T3 
borioſum,quid cenſeas OY ſes, in a confuſed turmoyle of diffhcult and thorny affayres, poorely to 
alienz,precipue poten- beg alitle fauour, which perpetually eſcapeth them, and oftentymes breakes 
tim quivus placwſſe as a claſſe inthe beauty of ir's lultre. Perrarch, wel acquainted with theſe confi. 
= age ſerum, derations,ſpake theſe moſt remarkable words : Miſerable ambitious man, euery on 
ſplicuiſſy diſcrimen? h 4 : : 
Ex quo embitioni ſer- © 41h ſo much trouble to ſpin the web of his one affayres,and to bring them to a good end,and 
wire ce piſti ubi vinere thou with much cheerfulneſſe of bart pryeſt into 01 ver mens buſineſſe , yeainto the affayresf 
deſo;fti,}/1lis 1ibi eff great men, whom it is impoſable to pleaſe without perpetual ſeruitude , nor diſpleaſe withou 
+=" yori ; f "2 moſt euident danger, A frer you began to ſerue athers, you ceaſed to line to your ſtlſe: life , ver- 
; bileguns Reger af tue, renowne, repoſe, ſafegard, als loſt to thee, Great men loue none but ſuch who forſake 
qui ommbus neglectis 10 mak yg themſclues ſlaues to their paſſions, 

ſe corum libidimu ſer- What ſwears of death, ſayth Monſieur D'Ancre, neuer to haue one howerof Ml 
man fecis, reſt; to be enforced to giue audiences, troubleſome, tumultuous, and clamo. iſ to! 
rous; to heare and receaue ſuits and iniuft ſupplications ; tobe embroyled in MW vn 
afaires repleniſhed with knots & thornes;to make manual ſignatures deuoyd MW Kic 
of conſcience , that you may not diſpleaſe a great man ; to grant vnlawtul W ent 
decrees, wicked commiſſions, attended by infamous executions. the 
Although the pretefions of ambition were a whole world,can they deſerue MW 111 
to be purchaſed with the preiudice of conſcience? What would it auayle MW Þlc 
man to be abſolute Lord of the whole vniuerſe for a tyme, & a ſacrifice of hel MW nut 
for euecr?But that which maketh the madneſſe of ambitious men much more MW Tu! 
ridiculous & deplorable, is, that they al their life tyme take paynes for wind, MW Pc 
The ambitious tra- for ſmoke, for nothing. The world vſeth the as Laba did poore lacob:after he had 
= Rachel and hee roaſte},cogealed,atflited, hamered onal fides, hethought to haue a faire MW Y0! 
1 Rachel,& fond a bleare-ey'd wench by his ſide. Euery day a thouſand faire pro- ſ lit! 
miſcs,a thouſand hopes,athouſand fancies,& noeffeR. This faire Kachel , this 0 : 


pretended 
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retended konour after ſo many ſeruices commeth nor, diſgrace much more 
vgly then was Ls, is to be found in the ſame bed of repole. "= 
It oftentymes happeneth, the greateſt men who haue paſſed ſome thirty, Queſilem cxin in con. 
ſome ſorty yeares, to build a fortune witha thouſand diſturbaces,a thouſand [unmationem dignie 
indignities, findthey mult part with this world, and that they haue heaped yp rati-per mille indi. 
nothing but a pooretitleto make a fragment of an Epitaph on their comb: 877 un, 
that is it whichthe Latin Philoſopher brauely pronounced. Yet are theſe the ne ren ora 
moſt fortunate. Others without cuer ſetting foot into pretended greatneſſe, ;utum Pane. a 
fal piece-mealc into ruine, They aretragical ftage-playes, wherethe ſucceſſes Sencc, de breuit, 
of the ambitious may be read both inſacred and prophane hiſtories. An Aman vite, Cap. 19. 
hanged on a gibbet fifty cubits high, to be beheld a farre oft, and on a gibber Le — 
which he had prepared for a man whom he deygned not to rankeamongſtthe 
number of his {laues, An 4ſelon after he had diſturbed the Court of his tather, a, Ree. 18, 
f-nnd ſnares in the bayres of his ownehead to: entangle him (as it isſayd) to I 
a fatal tree, and dycrransfixed with the ſharp poynts of three lances. 
An 4bimelech, after he had made his enraged arabition flote in the bloud of IuGith, 9. 
threeſcore and ten of hrs owne brethren, cfuthed vnder a tyle,throwne from 
the had of a woman. N.z uchodonozor became a beaſt. Semiramis ſlayne ina brutiſh 
paſſion by the hand of her owne {qune.Ceſar goard with many ſtabbes of dag 
gers in the Senate-houſe. Pompey after he haa cauſed golden mountaynes to 
be caried in triumph, finding no more larid to conquer , he hauing gayned ſo 
much, wanted fiue of ſix foot of ground to make him a ſepulcher. Another 
who had taken for enſigne a world, with the helmeof a hip, and his Motto, 
Hoc opus, ſhewing that his ambitions tranſported him nottoany lower pitch Riarius apud Ty: 
then the worlds conqueſt , found himſelfetobe in a worſe eſtate then if he pvtiun | 
had been a ſwabber in a ſhip. Another fauorite of Prolemy King of AEgypr, -m——_ 
mounted to ſo high a degree of honour, that he bad but twodiſcontentments Courtit 26, of 
inthis life ; the one that he Tould grow no more, ſo great he was become; the = 
other that the King with al his reuenews ſeemed to him too poore to adde 
any encreaſe of riches Few dayes after,this miſerable creature was ſurprized 
by King Prolemy courting a Mittris of his, for which contempt in that inſtant 
the Lady was enforced to drinke poyſon , and the vnfortunate Courtier was 
hanged before his owne lodging. Another minion of the Emperour Conſtan- 
rus, after he had mannaged the affayres, warres, reuenewes, houſchold , and 
perſon of rhe Emperour, was diſgraced, and put to death, becauſe he preſen- 
ted his Maiſter(ar that tyme incenſed with choller)a pen il made for writing, 
toligne certayne diſpatches withal. Macrinus a hunter, a tencer;a {criuener,be.. Funapius in 
came an Oratour , then aFiſcal,next Pretour of the Palace, then Emperour, AEdes, 
and laſtly was maſſacred with his ſonne Piadumenus. Ablauius moſt powerful vn- 
der Conſtantine, rorne in pieces vnder Conſtantins as a vitime. | 
 Whatcircumuolutions, what comedies, what tragedies, what examples 
tothoſe, who in this world haue av other ayme but ro become great, caſting 
vnderfoot al lawes both dinine and humane? Our alas! it is ſayd that Cambiſes xxe,0q 1, 5 
Kiog of Perſ34. to teach juſtice to a certayne Preſident of his, who newly then 
entred into office , commanded him to couer the chayre of iudicature with 
the skin of $/ſawnes his father , put todeath and flayed becauſe he had been an 
11Iadge. What ſhould he coe being ſeated on this woeful Tribunal, vpon the ye. 
bloud of his father , but become wiſe by a dreadful experience ? An infinit 
number of ambitious men are in office and magiſtracie mounted vpon the 
ruines and bloud of their Predeceſſours, who haue made moſt wicked, & de- 
plorable trials, 8& haue purſued the ſame wayes, without fearing the like euer, 
1. Learne (O noble men) that al the greatnefſe of the world cannot make Inftrutions; 
you great, ifnot by contempr of it, Altherin is litle , and yet to deſpiſe that Sixtus in bibliothe3 
litle is a great matter, ca Patrum, | , 
* 2, Know,that your fortunes ought to be asthe halcios neſt, which ſeemerh you ES 
> ane vice neglige 5 
L 3; ſowed re minima, 


Iulius Capt, 


© > __— ——  — 
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ſowed to her body. Matters moſt aptly proportioned to our nature , are the 
beſt,What face ſocuer aman ſets vpon it, he is litle, Much turmoyle of £0. 
uernment and affaires may wel hinder him, but neuer make him happy, 

3- You muſt vie the honour which God hath allotred you , as the coyne of 


montem Sir, &num- his coffers, for which you in is laſt iudgement are accountable\, and mug 
gueam adcorran fo= 15s your pretenſes and deſires with mediocrity : otherwiſe you ſhal be. a 


miſei9nis peruenunnt, 
Petrus Bjeſcnfis, p, 


49. 


Epiſt, 1; 


they who wandred perpetually about the mountayne of Sir, without cuer 
arriuing at the land of promile, 


*S 


ms 
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CONCLVSION OF-THE SECOND BOOKE. 


That the liſe of a had Courtier is a perpetual 
obſtacle to vertue, 


o 


=p O approue good by words and purſue evil in effcg; 
E_—<a—VT; ro condemne the world,and adore 1t; todeſire heaucn, 
uy ny and be fixed to the earth ; to loue ones ſelfe exceilive. 
pa ly,and live perpetually contrary tothe better part of 


va our {clfc; to ſceke for peace and liuc in an eyerlaſting 
R444 warfarc; to lodge in one ſame hart fire and ice, ſick. 
8} nefle and health, ioy and ſorrow, death and life. 
= FSB Tocommand imperiouſly & obey fayntly,to be euer 
ED a abroad & neuer out of priſ9,todreame without ſheey 
& {lcep without reppſe;to be deuided to al the world, & neuer within ones ſel, 
fe:To wiſh that which cannot be had,& contemne what 1s poſlefled : To ſeeke 
after that which hath beendeſpiſed,and howerly to change reſolution: To ex 
erciſe no piety but by conſtraint , nor reaſon but by fits: Notto auoyd one 
finne but by another , and to deſcend into the precipice with open eyes: Tg 
take vp the buckler after the wound receiued, &to be cured by the ouerthrow 
of health: Toſlake thirſt with ſalt water , and quench fire with ſulphur : To 
haue no conſtancy, but for euil,nor amity for any rhing but that which deſer- 
ucth it not: To haue ſottiſh actions, and glorious pretextes; as much fayth as 
the ice, and aſſurance as the wind. 
To be the ſlaue of a thouſand falſe Deities, and notto refle& on the true Di- 
uinity : Topreferre the fetters and onious of Fgypt before the liberty , and 


| palmes of the heauenly $ieu.To leaue Paradice to tollow the gardens of Tants 


Ins, and thoſe enchanted Ilands which recoyle backward according to the 
proportion we think to approach them:To cary vnder a ſmooth countenice, 
a hart ſpotted as the skin ofa panther : To ioyne a volupruous lite to a pe- 
nurious; auarice, to prodigality; ſervitude to predominance;nobility,ro baſe- 
neſſe prideto miſery, and enuy to pitry, To promiſe without faith , ſweare 
without regard, commiad without reaſon,appoynt without order, affe& with- 
aut choyſe, hate without cauſe,walke without a path, and to liue perpetually 
baniſhed from ones ſelfe , ſo to become too much tyed to ones ſelte, This is 
the life of a Courticr, who hath alienated himſelfe fromthe life of God. 
Adde hereunto,that vice is commonly wayted on with a molt paineful life, 
wherin if endeauour be not vſed to ſanctify ir by vertue, there is tound a hel 
anticipated, where a Paradice is imagined. . 
Petrns Bleſenfis Chacel'ourto the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, hauing ſome tyme 
atteded in the Court of the King of Englang,recounteth the cuils her here _ 
phy y 


CONCLVSION OF THE 11. BOOKE: T7 


by experience, in a letter which he addrefied to the Chaplaines of the ſame 
Prince. There he complaineth , the Courtiers many tymes ſuffer for hel al 
thoſe paines which $, Paul endured for heauen : For they arc expoſed todan- 
gers both of ſea and land, riuers and mountaines, thicues and falſe bro-- 
thers, to faſting and watching, to wearineſle , andto al the incommodities 
of humane life, 

He hath ſeen (ſaith he)bread and wine ſerued vp, which one could not put 
into their mauthes without ſhutring their eyes, ſuch loathing it enforced , & 
viands that killed men vnder the ſhey ofnutriment, He hath knowne Lords 
draw taeir ſwords tor a cabbin which deſerued not a battaile among hogs: 
He hath ſeen a Prince who delighted to be attended by officers ſodainely 
ſurprized', to whom he gauenorice of his remoue when they had phyſical 
drugs intheir bellies, and made them ofrentymes run themſclues out of 
breath through forreits and darknefle,and at other tymesto pine away 1n Cx- 
pecation of althat which would but fruſtrate their hope. He hath ſeen har- 
bingers trouoleſome before they receiued guifts, and moſt vngrateful afrer 
they had them, who madeno ſcruple toput an honeſt man our of his lod- 

ing, and to pul him both from table & bed,that he mighrlye in the ſtreets, 
Fi nath ſeen at Court porters worſe then Cerberus, with whom the memory 
of a benefit laſted nor three dayes , and who tooke pleaſure to make thoſe 
ſtand in the durt and ray ne that had obliged them, 

Buffons and ieſters found euer free paſſage , nothing but vertue and 
honeſty had a wainſcot face ſhewed them, Finally al the plaguey of Agype 
dwelt there, frogs , flyes, vicers, riuers of bloud, a land of iron,a beauen of 
braſſe : ſuch a confuſion of men and beaits , of affaires and concurrences , of 
game and quarrels, that this kind of life ſeemed to be alitle figure of hel, 

| paſſe vnder ſilence what Lucian hath written of the miſery of ſeruitours 
and officers of great men, inthe treatite which he to that purpoſe made for 
his freind Twmocles, | ; 

There you behold one not yet become an arrant gul, whothruſts himſelfe 
forward to make a fortune in the houſe afarich man; he begianerh to ger 
the fauour of ſome ſeruants, who make mops and moues at him behind his 
back, when they haue taken his guifts:he clotheth himſelfe in faſhion, and 
puts on the livery of him whole grace he ſeeketh ; he multiplies his paces & 
viſits dayty , never gayning one good countenance from my Lord nor my 
Lady. in the end it it once happen he be looked on or ſpoken vnto, he is 
ſomewhat amazed , and maketh anſwer litle to the purpoſe , which occaſio= 
neth laughter : One obſerueth his reuerences, another caſts an eye on his 
poſture; another cakes account of his words : He is found to be ſomewhat 
ſottiſh, yet is he not out of hope, ſo that he may be fauoured. Thercupon he 
muſt trot vp and downe the {treets, and employ his beſt freinds to purchaſe 
his flauery : On the other part inquiſition is made into his life, as if they 
would chooſe him Gouernour of a Prouince, and in theend of the matter it 
is found he is taken in but to keep a litle dog, This is it which happened to 
Theſmopolis the Stoike Philoſopher, for a Roman Lady that kept him in her 
houſe , after ſhe hal called him aſide and vſed much diſcourſe with him con« 
cerning his capacity , his vertue, and worth , the reſolued to beſtow a great 
_ an him, which was to take charge of her litle bitchthat was ready to 
whelp, D | 

When al obſtacles amd oppofitions are diſſolued , if one enter into the 
houſe ofthis Lord, he ſeemeth to paſſe into heauen, ſo willingly the golden 
yoke is put on, which murdreth him vnder the ſhew of enriching. 

inthe mcanc tyme the old ſeruants looke on this new-come gueſt, and if 
he be any thing lettered or hahe ſome tallents of wit or ability, they feare 
leaſt he ſhould grow too farre into the good liking of the Maiſter: Behold _ 
cawe 
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cauſe, why they diſgrace him as much as they can, cuentothe traming of his 


ſtories vpon his genealogy and lite, which proue very preiudicial to him, 

If bargaine be to be made vpon wages to be giuen him, they pur into the 
liſt of account, the name, the quality, the titles of the houſe, and ſome ſubox. 
ned flatterer ſhal ſay , the ſeruicc he doth to ſo great a perſonage ought to be 
inthe ſtead of recompence: yer notwithſtanding they ſpare not to amuze him 
vpon the hope of great gratuities yearely ginen ,of fauours , and maginary 
courteſies. 

For this ( ſaith he ) he muſt paſſe ouer bloudy dayes, and reſtleſſe nights 
drop ſweats of death,liue wretchedly, ſwallow affronts, prayſe al that which 
is blame-worthy,and condemne what is laudable;flatter,lye,ſmile in looſing 
and ofttymes ſerue for a laughing-ſtock,as anapeticd ro his clog : He myf 
beare coronets of flowers, and titles, like an old piller of atomb,andin e«ffeg 
have nothing,no many times not ſo much as the wages bargayned for, where. 
with he cannot be payed, but by breaking al hope ot payment, 

To conclude the Court reſſembleth thoſe crafry Courtizanes, who cntez. 
raine witleſſe amourifts with words, and neuer afford whart they promiſe 
vntil thoſe fal into the inability of giuing , and theſe intodiſtaſt of recei. 
ling, 

That man is in ſome ſort excuſeable who takes paine to taſt ſome excel. 
Jent viand:butto waſt ones ſelfe with labour and trauaile,to ſee another mz 
feed, vnder the colour that he wil afford vs ſome part of that he enioyeth, hoy 
can't be@ut ridiculous? 

If you wil haue the Court in a piece of painting, repreſeht vnto your 
ſelfe ( faith he ) a goodly golden portal vpon an inacceſſible mountaine, a 
enuironed with precipices, where nothing is to be ſcen but armes and legy 
broken, but maymed and miſerable people. Within richeſle ſitting, al of gold 
and very louely : The Courtier beholdeth her with an eye ful of admiration 
and aſtoniſhment* Hope clothed in a party-coloured garment goes be. 
fore him,and taking him by the hand encourageth him to make his approach 
to this Diuinity. Then followeth deceit that delivers him ouer to ſeruitude, 
ſeruitude totrauel , which perpetually royleth him in an infinity of moſt 
painful labours.Trauaile, when it hath througnly worne him out , giues him 
vpto old age already grifly pale, and inuaded with many maladics. From 

thence ignominy ſeyzethon his perſon, and draggerh him along againſt his 
wil into deſpaire, which is the cauſe hope tlieth from him, and vanitheth into 
ſmoke. Then heisno more ſuffered to paſſe through the golden portal, by 
which heentred in, but through ſome wretched back-way poſterne, thar he 
may not behold the frightful ſpe&acle of a poore decrepit old man, naked, 
gorbellied, and wanne, who hideth his ſhame with one hand , and ſtrangleth 
himſelfe with the other. He hathno better thing to meet withal at his going 
out, then repentance, which weeping waiteth on him in the way,the moreto 
augment his miſery. | 
,» Happy he, who not being able to ſanCtify the miſeries of the world, at the 
,, caſt ſcekethfor a retreat in the ſweetneſle of repole, 
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mTHE READER SHAL OBSERVE THIS 
how Booke , beinz compoſed for a more familiar inſtruftion, is the leſse 
enlarged nm diſcourſes-and allegations , but ( as is moſt conue- 
cl ment) more knit and ſuccinit in precepts, I haue purpoſely 
made it deciſiue and in manner of” Aphoriſmes , as the eAncients 
tion handled moral things , to make them the more compendious and 


bf profrable. 


AY 


& 


him SESCTIIOW: i 


LE — 


into Deuotion of great men, 


<armge, F more worth( ſaith 8.Gregory Nazianzen ) is a good dumb 
FI worke then an eloquent oration without effe&.A golden 
2A WP tongue, anda leaden hart neuer matched rogether, It is 
> nothing for oneto haue the trumpet on his lip, who hath 
C- not the torch in his hand, according to the example of 
$9 thoſe braue ſoldiers of Gedeon, The voyce of great 
} S. Athanaſius was a thunder-clap, and his life alightning- 
flaſh,ſaiththe forealeaged Authour, becauſe words neuer 
thunder wel, if examples enlighten not. 
To what purpoſe is it to warble hkea lute, and to be deafe to the harmony 
thereof ? To carry wherwith to ſhift and cleanſe others, as the afſe of the 
ot-houſe, and be himſclfe perpetually bemyred andlouenly ? To buzze vp 
anddowne like a drone or humle-bee, and neither make honey nor waxe? 
Al the Deuotion of a ſoule truly chriſtian tendeth ro praQize , as the line to 


It's center, Our wiſdome ( ſaid $. Cyprian )-is a prudetice of workes, not-of 


Narzian.in Tamb, 
# = 

&>covov tgy0n Kerioap 

&TRaKTY AGYOv, 


Cyp.1 de patietia, 
'Philoſophi faftis now 
verbis [umws: nec 


words or paper. This is it, which hath giuen me occaſion, hauing treated of magna loquintur ſed 
motiues, obſtacles,& remedics,which men of quality may hauc in _ way of vwmmne. 
| piritual 
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ſpiritual life, briefly to prepare a litle praRice of vertues which more con. 
cerneth their-coudition.to behold them afrerwards appeare inthe hiſtory gf 
C ourts, which I purpoſero begin in this preſent volume, 

It much importeth at the very firſt entrance to make a good idza of deyg. 
tion , which many plaiſter oner intheir owne manner, and attire with their 
paſſion , making that ſometimes ſerue for vice which beareth the ſcepter gf 
vertue. Some imaginedeuotion to be nothing but an ordinary-practice of 
vnſeemely geſtures and morions, ſuch as litle puppers would make, if they 
were animated with ſome ſmal quantity of quick-ſiluer. Others make vſe of 
deuotion as Dyonifius the Tyrat did of Philoſophers,nor that he loued the,bu 
that folding himſelfe in their clokes,he thought he ſhould be honoured þy 
the people.So ſhal you find ſometimes inthe world, thoſe who for a vaine in. 

tereſt of reputation wil cloath themſclues with the robe of falle deuotion,g 
if one ſhould ſeeke to ſhelterhimſelfe vnder a wet ſack. I ſpeake not heare of 
deuotion which concerneth Religious men, nor that which is in the ſweet. 
neſſe of contemplation , but 1 affirme the vertue of deuotion according ty 
5. Thomas is nought els but a prompt wilto the ſeruice of God, Noble meq 
haue cauſe to aſpire thereunto. 
True deuotion of I. A good deuotion in great men,is to haue a great and faithful feeling of 
great men. the maicſty of God,not ſeruing him with exteriour ſemblaces, but ſincereh, 
Sencize de Domino in corgially,conſtantly,holding althe maximes of ſtate and condition vnder 
bonicare.92p.I. therfles of conſcience; and diſpoſing themſclues rather to hazard al thenty 
looſe God by one ſole ſinne. = 
Note theſe points 1I, A good deuotion, to clip the wings of the couetouſneſſe of riches an 
and examine them orearneſle : couctouſneſle, which neuer findeth mcaſure bur in extremities, 


fren, : s Ot . R A 
_ £ir-eerenzz NOT Other period thena precipice. Take heed of a ſoule without bridle, with 


& infrunite ne tra- OUT TEUCrence. 

das me, I11I, A good deuotion, notto reach at the goods of the Church by any fall 

Eccli, 23, 6, pretence, repreſented in the Court of Rome, by any black or couert deceity 
ſowed together with white thread,nor afterward to charge a man with titles 
like an old ſepulcher, and hold to himſelfe the patrimony of ieſw Chriſt, there 
with to fatten dogs and feed kawkes,or ſuchother infamous creatures, which 
liue on the ſinnes of others. Finally, theſe goods are Eagles teathers , which 

In {elle amaritndinis, eate and conſume others : whilſt a ſoule 1s lodged there, it remayneth inz 

& mn oblig ione #i- bjtterneſle repleniſhed with gal, and in the perplexed 1ntrications 


Ator.s ſine. | | 
IV. A good deuotion, not to incroach vpon the poſſeſſions of your neigh 
3. Reg, u1. bour, nor enforce the good Naboth to ſel his land for the accommodation and 


content of your Lordſhip,bur if he wil leane itto giue him a good price,a re 

Ifay. 5.8. ſonable rate, a ful ſa&tista&tion. Woe rs you (ſayd Eſay ) who awmnexe bouſe to houſ, 

Fe, quiconiungi is inheritance to inheritance,as farre as the land ſtretcheth. Would you dyel alone in the mil 

domii ad domum , | h? : . 

agrum agro copu/atis of ae} ae dain . . . . . . 
V. Agood deuotion, in things which one may rightfully exa&,to be ſtaid 


v/que ad terminum 
lsci, Numquid bebj- iuſt, temperate, not couetous, no Harpy, no Tyrant, but to extend the bowels 
tabitis or ſoliin me- Of compaſſion towards the poore, who are our fleſh and bloud , to openthe 
_ Joins s colligetiones ©Y ©5,NOT tO inuent new impoſitions that may draw the marrow from the peo 
impietatis.ſolue ſaſci- ple, but to take away or leſſen the old that neceſſity requireth no more. Saluw 
culos deprimentes, uu complayneth that in his time there were as many Tyrants as Lords and 
Ifa. 58. 6, Courtiers. And that is the cauſe why God gaue the Romane Empire as a prej 


Saluian.l.5. degu- . . : | 
bor. geo = (6 - _— , being Maiſters more mild then the couetouſneſſ| ce of gre 
Tyransi, . , R 
Non abs us VI:A gooddeuotion.to diſcharge his debts andpromiſes,8& neuer ſuffertis 
mercenrii eui apud wages of the poore hireling to lye hid in his coffers. | 
T vſque «d mane. VII. A good deuotion, to attend publike charges which you are to vndet- 
en-123-13- goecſpecially thoſe that concerne diſtribution of iuſtice, with vnderſtanding 
, CO 


| in languiſhing delayes,ſo preiudicialto the publike. 
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conſcicnce, and diligence: vnderſtanding, to know the affaytes; conſcience» Pages inſtition qd 
ro hancile them faithfully; diligence,not to draw out the expedition of cauſes os I 
ViIT. A good deuotion, in baniſhing ſuperfiuity of apparel and taſt,exceſ- Tertul, de culru 
ſes, curioſiries, houſhold vices: Tocauſe modeſty , frugallity , employment, feminar. PR 
& vertue to reigne ; & ro be the firſt himſelfe to light the torch to his family. Diſcuriend ſan de; 


hg : licie um molli- 
Tou muſt necefſarily expel delights; for their tenderneſſe and exceſſes -weaken and eneruate ,;, ym fidei wiv 


al religion, 1: effeminari potefly 
IX. A good denotion, to make choyce of ſcruants, to inſtru , or make 

them honeſt , and to eſteeme no man faithful in your feruice who is diſloyal 

toGod : Not to be deſirous to keep a bad ſcruant for ones owne intereſt, Azrende tibi « peſti= 

though the whole houſe would be changed into gold by his hands. fero, fabricat enim 
X, A gooddeuotion, to hinder diſorders and ſinnes, whichare committed **«: kechi, 11, 359 

inpublike,when you haue authority in your hads, without ſhewing your ſelfe 

inſatiable toreuenge your owne proper jujuries , and more cold thenice in jyeuiut mens eff ws 

the quarral of God, When a man bath the power in bis bands to ſtay a ſinne , to permit it prohibeas,iubet agi, fl 

i tocommitit, Theſe are points of deuotion, which we muſt hereafrer more Ir Wn 

amply digeſt, Saluian, 7, 


SECTION TS 


Fn what al deuotion and ſpiritual life conſiſteth. 


ZZ OV who aſpire to ſpiritual life, know there are three ſorts of man 

"4 of 1 inyou alone, the vegetal, animal, and intelleRual;and that al your Three forrsof ml 

Ceezy perfection confiſteth in putring the vegetal and animal manyn- invs. 

BD c the feet of the intelleQual, A great number of men are now 

adayes vegetals, thatis to ſay , who ſoliue as if they had no other ſoule bur 

the vegetatiue as plants ,and lead the very lite of the muſhrome. Others are 

animal , who make their ſoules wholy euaporate in ſenſual lone, in choller, 

rage,in brutiſhneſſe. Few ſhal you find who are intelleual, who worke with 

reaſon and vnderſtanding, &nd behold wherein confiſteth our excellency and 

repoſe, to wit, inrayling the inrelleual man, many times curriſhly trampled 

on vnder the fect of concupiſcence, to his proper ſphere, whichis the knows 
ledge and vnipn with God, | 

To arrive tothis point, it is good to note a worthy doRrine of Hago of $. Hugo, tmiſcella, £1 

Vi&or, to wit, that there is aboue vs a creating Trinity, Father, Sonne, & Holy _ = 
Ghoft ; in vsacreated Trinity, vnderſtanding, memory, wil; about vs, adan- ,q wm... = 
gerous Trinity,titillation,delcation, conſent; vndervs, an vnhappy Trini- 
ty,inro which we falby ſinne, ignorance, weakeneſle, impurity. Reaſon fal- 
leth into a triple ignorance, of good and euil, of true and falſe, of ſureable & 
diſproportionable. Memory into three kinds of thoughts; affeRionate, being 
ſuch as concerne ſenſuality;burdenſome,as appertayning tothe toyles of life; 
idle as al vayne thoughts are, The wil ſuffereth it-ſelfe to be ſurprized with 
three kind of nets, which are concupiſcence of fleſh, concupilcence of eyes, 
and ambition of life. 

+ Amanreduced to this ſtate reſſemblethKing Nebuchodonozor, who went out 
of his throne to eate hay with brute beaſts;ſo the miſerable man, after he hath 
forſaken the ſcat of reaſon, goeth into the ſtable with his beſtial paſſions. 
The true and onely meanes a your ſclfe from ſuch vnhappineſſe, and to 
returneto your firſt dignity,is to open your hart tothe graces & lights of = 

; Holy 


of Hugo, 
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% ..-* ., Holy Ghoſt, andto dipſoſe yourſelfe to practize of vertues, which direQ)y 
. YA re(ilt theſe three plagues of ſpiritual life , ignorance, weakneſle , Impurity, 


'-*** Theſe are the three monſtets which a ſpiritual man ought neceſſarily y -_ 

; ſubdue, that he attzrwards may enioy an atlured repale, je , 

| Noay to the end you may the more perfectly vnderſtand the differency rs 

= | between the carnal and ſpiritual man , 1 wil in this diſcourſe following (g ang 
| their characters before your cyes, by 

; jur 

TE | enfl 

be” J ; h blec 

The chdratter of the carnal man, an 


0 


HIS is 4 nan who lideth according to man , that is to ſay, according y 
Ky imſelſe, who applieth al to bumſelſe, and makes of him{elfe his ſcope, 
I; end, bis Divinity. He goes whither he Iſt , be conuerſcth by humour ai 
NES Rh phantaſy , be fleepeth when be wil, and as much as he wil; be cates, aj 
_ drinks, and laughes, without rule or meaſure; he ſpeakes without diſcretin 
or reſeruation. Al that which 1s ſweet to the ſmelling , ſoft in touching , pleaſing to the en, 
delicate to the taſt , charming to the eare, ſeemes tobe created for him. He paſſionately ſetky 
a/ter it,and bath no other law in his pafaons but the power of his brutishneſſe,nor maketh aj 
diſtinttion of things permitted and prohibited 1n the licence of al pleaſures, 
tA charitare ſui Com ſpirtual actions are bateful to him : His ſoule, after it hath loſt the good for which 
n=. ma | 01 lmeſſe of creatures,and iſſueth qut by the 
ris rejilit, were made,wandreth at random in r e vaſt emp 4 d 9 the ga 
Foras m exteriora ſe of al the ſenſes, to glut it's concupiſcence. 
projicie. If js happen be be depriued the contentments he purſues ( as oftentimes the Digy 
Senſatarum verum pronidence frameth obſtacles enough againſt his depraued deſires) he entertaineth bim 


Drawne from 
Proper de vita 
comtempla. 11. 3. 
| Secundum ſeipſum 
UVInere, , 


Mwazines repreſentas. \;.1, theidea of his pleaſures that he may leaue nothing in his ſonle vnta'nted with yy | 
ruption , he makes bis memory guilty by the repreſentation of his paſſed luſts ; | FP 
heareth without voyce , be ſmellech without odour , he taſteth without rellish be (eu - 
without colours, he teucheth without body , and createth imaginary [innes to gaine ml the 
torments, | | | = 

Ills rut eft,illa dices Al his paſtime is onely among dogs , horſes, cumioſities of the throte , or love, | th « 

nu deformis jlla ymen , who haue made en) impreſſion on bis thoughts, are perpetually remembred in h « 

mee. diſcourſe : Onein his opinion is faire, and another courteous ; one 15 rude , and another wij = 


this is plaine , and that painted : The bead dreſing of one pleaſeth, the chopin of the thr 
Bebauiour is grace;ul mn this : diſcourſe in the other. 

In the end this immortal ſpirit is fixed to flesb , and ſold to luſt, to ſue as an inn 
ment for Diuels in this life , and 80 afſu4d fewel for the flames of Diuine vengeance in the li 
to come, 


The Charatter of the [piritual man, 


FESNASS 1 E ſpiritual man is properly he , wha treadeth in the pathes whicbthe $+ 

uiour of the world traced out vnto vs by his example : who contemneth th 
dy Fs profperities which leſus Chriſt deſpiſed , who feareth not the aduerſiti 
IE Ck which he moſt conragiouſly hath endured, who ſreely reacheth what he taugh, 


who doth what be did wh bopes what be jromiſed , and followerh where 


the ſame proſper ' 
I.2. de vita con- 
templ.c, 21.1,3, c,1, 
& lib, I, 12g 
R led the way, 
P ” 


Iredly 
Uurity, 
ly to 


CTence 
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This is be who meditateth how to ſatisfy reaſon,not ſenſuallity, who more willingly atteth 
1har which may ecafy then delight 3 who rebateth the point of carnal deſires by ſpiritual plea= 
ſres, who ſubrecte th the flesh to the ſpirit ; who preſerrerh the preſent time beſore the ſuture; 
19110 rl doe #1 which be wil according to the rules of the wil of God. He neuer flandreth ; hs 
recer deſpiſeth any man but hanſelfe ; he k nowes not what itis to maligne the proſperous, 
to perſecure the miſerable, to conrt the rich, to ſeeke out his proper intereſts, toenlarge bs eſtats 
by vuruſt prattiſes , to ſooth his ſenſes , to content his curioſity , nor to entertaine his plea- 

VIGH | | 
He is neither puffed vp with pride nor precipitated by ambition, tickled by vain-glory nev 
enflamed with deſire 0 f honour, not oxerborne with delights nor £1awne by batred , not trou- 
bled with contentions, not terrifyed by force, nor ſo; tned by pleaſure, Boldneſſe makes him not 
impudent iniquity vniuſt, obſtinary of hart vntrattable,inconſtancy variable , rigour opimatiue; 
fury witleſſe , gourmandiſe curious , diſobedience rebellious , vanity 4 vanter , infidelity 
treacherous , eaſyneſſe of nature fick le, cruelty barsh, peruerſneſſe iealous,reuenge chollerike, 
nor malignity iniarious. His whole life 1s admirably enterlaced between ation and contempla- 
tion , which make on earth a figure of Ang«ls aſcending and deſcending , gtuing vs in this life 
already a taſt of the ben fits whuh we hope in the other, 

Adiue life makes him profit in the world , contemplatiue sheweth him the way how he 
may ſurmount ihe world : The one goes to it by degrecs, the other flyes to the top : The one ma- 
kes him holy , t'e other perſett, the one cauſeth him to pardon miunies, the other placerh hins 
beyond the ſenſe of an iniury; the one reacheth him to mertify pafions , the other eſtablisherh 
hint in the emprre ouer al paſſions; the oxe diredteth him to cloth the nakedneſſe of the poore,the 
other makes him ro be diſpoyled of bumſelfe ; the one vnleoſneth the fercers of priſoners by bis 
hands, and the other enchaineth him to God; the one giueth ſuccour to the afflifted by his mea« 
nes, and the other voluntarily makes him aff lit hunſelfe in the imitation of the ſufferings of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; the one baftneth to 4 neighbour,and the other abideth in God ; the one hath ex= 
ceraſe , the other ioy ; the one conquereth , the other poſſeſſeth; the one knocketh at the doorey) 
the other entrethin ; the one deſpiſech the world, the other entoyeth God. : 

Finally the ſpiritual manis 4 man couetow of eternity, prodigal of life , litle careful of the 
preſent ; certaine of the future, A man who ſeemes no longer to baue any commerce with the 
world , and who bath nothing ſo familiar as 4 life that is as it were buryed indeath, and who 
flyeth aboue ſepulchers like an Angel , who boldeth uot of the earth but by the ſlender root of 
natural neceſſities, and already toucherh heauen with a finger, A man, who is as yet in fleshy 
though he hath made an eternal diorce with flesh, who is vnder-ſoot to al the world by bumie 
lity, and aboxe al the greatneſſe thereof by contempt of it : who binds bimſelfe,to be at liberty; 
who crucifieth himſelfe,to combat;who mortifieth himſelfe to be the more vigorous, who withea 
reth ro flourish againe , and daily dyes thas be may neuer dy , 
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From whence our 7 
Euls comic. 3 


(a) Oculis capti fode W: 


EM like moles, (2) and haue noeyes to beholdthe Sun, Yet al euilg | bu 
proceed fromignorance and the waut of the knowledge of God, MW ** 
re cubilia talpe. ZI (b) This 1s the firſt Monſter which we muſt aflaulr, the firſt ob. 
Virgil. Gcorg, @WESFy ſtacle we mult rake away. And forthis cffe& obſcrue a whole. 
—_— —_— ſome doctrine, to wit, that Gad is the Sun of al the Intelligences , and that 
—_ N mma from this Sun five (c) rayes of a linely and quickning light arc diffuſed ouer 
neſcire Dez. the darkneſſe of our vnderſtandings.T heſe fiue rayes are taith, vnderſtanding, 
Stlius 1 4. counſaile, wiſdome, and prudence. The firſt and moſt excellent lightis faith, 
- C _ es of hecauſe the other rayes doe wel enlighten the ſoule in thoſe operations of 
Dignity "Faith, Wh . ch « is as it __ = nr ne alone —_— _—_ _—_— 
Aug.apud Gliclm, to his Deg Inning , WNICN1S GOd, aith 15 4 Verfue bord and VI gent Whey atta) ny 
"a andy ro that trans cannot reach ynto,mounteth aboue Chernubins, and flyes aboue = 
(4. Fides ves Of o phuss, thewgh they hawe fix wings. A man without faithis as the Pilot of whomit 
— /n 1s ſpoken inthe Prouerbs (c) chat tel aſleep and loſt his rudder, What virgini- 
pertingit intelligentia: ty 150 the body, the ſame is faith to theſoule. Ir isthe firſt-borne of vertues, 
wſz,aſcenda ſuper the beginning of ſpiritual lite, the life ofthe vnderttanding, as charity is the 
Cherubin,& vol3# life of the wil, the pillar of the cloud (f) which hath two taces, the one darks, 
| 95.9 " becauſc it belicueth the things which are nor apparcur,the other ightsome, 
Ce) Proucrb, «xr, for that it belicueth with an infallible aſſurance. ' 


(f) Er erat nubes fe- 


= _ pre pc 

SECTION, 1. - 

ca 

| - | Cs fa, 
| Of the firſt monſter which the ſpiritual A Should reſiſt, to - 
| wit ignorance , and of the prathiſcof vertues co 
—_— ; | ye 
| bywhich it is ſubdued - 
fi 
| [ IE HE greater part of men haue dexterity in deluing the ground lit 


—_—_— = 0 As vos. 


nebroſz, ex iliuminds Te” <AY _ NR 
nottems, = N 
Exod, 14. 20, 
SECTION IF, 
, . h. 
Praftiſe of fait : 
What faith is, & Hat you may wel praiſe the a&s of faith, you muft know thei *©* 
—__ <F fubBL FJ 1ature, obieR, and motiue thereof. F.ith (fairh S. Paul) is che four ' 
tia verum , argumen- dation of hope, and the proofe of things not apparent. The founa.atiow of hope, 
£1078 11011 Apparent;um, | in regard al whatſocuer we hope in matter of Religion is groun- 
ded vpon faith , as the ſtatue vpon it's baſis : the proofe of things uM © 
appar nt, becauſe itis an infallible argument of truths whereof we haue not a3 To 
Poluntavie quelam Y euident notice, Saint Bernard addeth, that itis a firſt=taſt certayne and voluntar Ne 
&> certa pre'ibatio of truth not yet maniſeſted. The Gold-{mith laboureth vpo gold, filuer,& Pretious 
necdum propalaze - ſtones as vpon his proper obie&:and the obie& which employeth faith are ob 
re "IP the myſteries reucaledvnto vs by God, and propoſed by his Church, Such _ 
| <a " myſteries ought to be belicued forno other motiue but for that God the 
Its obie&. eternal Truth hath reuealed them. The arguments which are drawne from x 
( 


S. Thom. 2. 2. q.1, the prophecies, miracles,numbers of Martyrs, purity of the euangelical law, 
_w weshould frothe correſpodency thereof with reaſon, fro the admirable ſucceſle & con- my 
_—_ ſcat of althe m yſterics, fro the conuerſion of the world, fro the meanes which _ 

| the 


r the 


ſown: 
hope, 
OuN- 


Q nt 
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the Church hath vſcd to eſtabliſh it-ſelfe, from her firme conſtancy arnidft 

erſecutions, from the wiſdome and ſanctity of the profeiſours ot our law, & 
ſach like things , which I haue produced in the firlt obſtacle ofthe ſecond 
book, are moſt powertul conſiderations to introduce vs to faith, & to make 
eaſy and familiar to vs the acts therot : bur they are not properly motiues of 


faith, Intheſame manner as the ſoule drawerh knowledge from ſenſe, and yet Howfaith worke:: 
notwithſtanding is aboue ſenſe; ſo faith, though ſhe ſcrue herſelte with theſe A tine compariſon, 


conſiderations which are ableto command the moſt contumacious ſpirits, 

et is ſhe admirably rayſed vpon a more ſupereminent ſphere, and wil abide 
no other touch but of the eternal Verity, which darteth a forcible lightning. 
fxſh intothe ſoule, able ro dazle, cnlighten, and ſurprize the moſt proſperous 


liberty that may be imagined. Thence rhe ſoule commeth ro belieue, not by Wherin faith cous 
humane diſcourſe,by miracles,by docrine,by ſanctity,bur becauſe God ſpea- fiſterh, 


keth inwardly vnro it and giueth it ſo powertul a couch, that ſhe judgeth in- 
fallible wharſocuer is reuealed and propoſed vnto her by the Church.Behold 
ro what point the goods. Elzear Count of 41tan was arriued , when he ſaid he 
raſted matters of faith with ſuch certainty and reſolution of vnderltanding, 
that, when Mounſieur Miron (held for a prodigy of knowledge in his time) & 
althe moſt famons Do&ours would haue perſwaded him the contrary of 
what he had embraced in the ſimplicity of his hart ,al their ſubtilities could 
not be able to giue the leaſt ſhock to his ſpiric, This adinitted, the acts of, 


faith are, 
Fe" . ; "Re" » » _ - Touch-ſtone to 
[, To ſubmit proper iudgement tg God with al ſimplicity and humiliry of know whether ond 


ſpirit, who ſpeakerh vato vs by his Church, by Scriptures, by Traditions,by þ ue faith. 


Councels , by Canons of the ſoueraigne Paſtours of the Church, 

IT. Tobelicue firmely al the Articles of faith whichare propoſed to vs,as 
wel thoſe concerning the Diuinity as the humanity of our Sauiour; thoſe 
which concerne the Sacraments and Ceremonies, as thoſe which appertaine 
to the order and gouernment of the Church. 

IH. Throughly to reraine the ſummary of the Chriſtian Docrine, to en- 
forme your ſelfe of the explication of euery Article, not for curiofity bur 
duty. To read, repeat, meditate, ruminate them very often: Toteach themrgo 
the ignorant in time of need : Bur aboue al to giuedire&ion to your family, 
that they may be inſtruced in thoſe things which bclongto the knowledge 
of their ſaluation. It is an inſupportable abuſe to Hee ſo many , who drag 
filke at their heels, and haue Lmx'seyes in petty affaires, to be many times 
ſtupid and brutiſh in matter of Religion, andinthe knowledge of God. 

IV. To abhorre al innouarion and liberty of fpeach, which in any thcaſt. 
degree ſtriketh arthe ancient practiſes of the Church. | 


V. And therefore it is neceſſary, as our Father Saint [gnatizs hath obſerued, Iudicious notes of 
toprayſe and approue Confeſſion which is made toa Prieſt , andthe frequent > Ignatius concer- 
Communion of the faithful, interpreting the deuotion of others in a good "'"s lincere faith, 


ſenſe. 
VI. Torecommend the Sacrifice of the Maſſe,to loue , practiſe, perſwade 


others to the laudable cuſtome of being preſent thereat , as muchas may be. 
To eſteeme Church-mulick, prayers , Canonical howers, Supplications, Pro-= 
ceſſions, and ſuch like, 

VII. To prayſe the Orders of Religion, the vowes of pouerty, chaſtity, 
obedience, workes of ſupererogation and cuangelical perfe&tion, cuer ge- 
nerally preferring virginity and continency in diſcourſe, before marriage. 

VII. To eſteeme of Reliks, to recommend the veneration and inuocariort 
of Saints; to be much affected to the ſeruice of the molt Blefſed Mother of 
God; to approue of pilgrimages, which are orderly performed, Indulgences, 
and lubilies, which the glorious King S. Lewis recommended to Philip his 
ſonne in his laſt words. | 

| M 2 IX, Ia 
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IX, Tohaueareligious opinion ofthe abſtinences and faſts inſtituted h 
the Church, and of the manner of pennances-and mortifications which Reli. 
gious and other deuout perſons pioully practize. 

X. To maintayne the commandments of the Church and ordinances of 
Superiours both by word and example; and though their liues ſhould not he 
conforme totheir doctrine, yer not to derract nor murmur at theyr actions 

| Inpublike or priuate , thereby to alter inthe peoples beliete the renercnce 
and reſpe& to their dignity : but as much as ſhal be expedient priuately to ag. 
moniſh them of their defettiue cariage 1n their charges. 

X1. Highly to cſteeme the doctrine of ſacred Theology which 15: taught 
in ſchools , and tro make accountof the great Doctours whom the Diuine 
prouidence hath ray ſed in this latter Age valorouſly ro oppole herclies. 

X11. Not to infiſt in ordinary diſcourſes vpon exaggecrations, compa. 
ring men who liucinthis Age with the Apoſtles, Doctours, and Saints of an. 
tiquity, 

XIL1. To fixe our {clues vponthe reſolutions of the Church, that what our 
owne peculiar reaſon would iudge to be white , we toeltceme it black when 
the decrees of the Church it-ſelfe ſhal be fo ; alweyes preferring the iudge. 
ment of the Church betore our priuate opinion, knowing that humane rea. 
ſon, eſpecially in matters of faith may eaſily be decetued, but the Church gui. 
ded by the promiſed Spirit of truth cannot crre. | 

XIII. Not inconſiderately to be embroyled inthe thorny contronerfſies 
of predeſtination: Highly to commend grace , and faith, but warily without 

preiudice of free wil, and good workes. | 
XV. Notſoto ſpeake of the loue and mercy of God that one may ſceme 
thereby to exclude the thoughts and conſiderations of feare & diuine iuſtice, 

Bchold the ordinary rules to preſerue your ſelte in faith, If you nouy de. 

fireto know how this vertue is purified andretined in man's hart,and in what 
conſiſtcth the excellency of it's aces, behold them heer. You mult carefully 
rake heed of hauing oncly a dead faith without charity or good workes, 
which S. Auguſiine calleth the faith of the diuel.It is anight-glimmer, obſcure, 
and mclancholy ; bur liuely faith is a true beame of the Sun. The acts of a 
{irong and liucly faith are 

I. Tohaue great and noble thoughts of God, as that braue Centurion of 
whomit is ſpokenin S. Mathew, who ſuppoſed the malady, hcalth, death , life 
of iis ſeruant abſolutely depended vpon one ſole word of our Sauiour , and 
Caſſius longinus Fhought himſelfe vnaworthy he ſhould enter into his houſe, Caſsms Longinus 4 
libro. Pagag, ſo learned that he was called theliuing library ,one day reading Gene. 
T<2t,v%00%, ſis could not ſufficiently admirethe ſublimeſpeculations which Moyſes had of 
the Diutuity. when he wrot of the world's creation , & that God at the ſound 
of one ſole word made the great maiſter-pieces of this vnuuerſe to riſe out of 

nothing, as heauen, earth, water, the ſunne, and moone. 
IT. Tobelieue with great ſimplicity, remoucd from al manner of curioſi- 
Sj lenaueris ct:rum TY and nice inquiſition, God would not tht point of the kinte ſhould be lif- 
um ſuper eo,polluc- ted Vp on his Altar to cut it. So likewiſe the point of humane ſpirit mult not 
Tur, be rayſcd on the Altar of faith , nor the curtaine drawne to enlightenthe 
Ho. 30, myſteries with the torchof reaſon. S. Lewis was moſt perfect in this degree, 
byha would not ſtirre a foot to behold a miracle in confirmation of his be- 

tefe, 

III. Tobelicye wirh great feruour, eſteeming nothing impoſlible to your 
faith, as did that ſimple ſhoo- maker who vnder aKing of the Tartars remoo- 

- ued a mountaine in ſight ofthe whole world by the teruour and ſimplicity of 
his faith, 

IV. Not to ſtagger nor be atflited when you aske any thing of Godin 

your prayers , holding it vndoubted that it wil be granted you if yy 
. or 


Heroike as of 
faith, 
Math.8, 
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lib.r c. 19. dc rcb 
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for the greater glory of the Soueraigne Maifter and your more aduantageabl®© 

rofit. You mult alwayes hold your hands lifted vp in ſome kind as Moyſes did, Exod, 17, 
eucnto the ſetting of the Sun, to vanquiſh our Amalecites, 
es of V. To hauea gencrous hart and ful of confidence in aduerſity, norto admit 
"tbe M diſtruſt during the ſtorme;but with fi, me footing roexpettthe conſolation of 
ions MW hcauen, cucn when we ſhal be in the ſhades of death, as ſayd the Prophet. 
Cnce VI. Litle to prize temporal goods in compariſon of cternal : To be ready 
» ad. MW codiſpoyle ones ſelfe from al the pleaſures and commodities of the world, 

if there be any danger of faith, as that braue Courcier Mojſes, who torſooke pr. 15: 

aght MW che contenrments of Pharao's Court tobe afflicted with his owne people. "IM 


d by 
Reli- 


uine VII. Togiue almes liberally with a firme belicte that the hand of the poore 
W.-isthe treaſury of God. x 
NPa. VIII. Toemploy enen life it-ſclfe, as ſomany Martyrs haue done, and to 


t an. MW ſcale your faith with youroyne bloud, This is the moſt heroical a&t; bur yet 
jt ought to be guided by diſcretion. 
' Our Now to make caly the acts of Faith 
hen I. It is good oftentimes to conſider how reaſonable , glorious, and ful How aQts of faith 
Jge. Ml of merit this a& is. Reaſonable, to ſubmit the creature to the Creatour; 29Y be made cafy, 
rea. & glorious, to ſee the Soueraigne Lord ſo ſerued and honoured, that for the de- 
gui. W fence of one ſole word but once pronounced by his mouth a thouſand and a 
thouſand good ſeruants areready to beſtow their liues;ful of merit in as much 
[ies WM as we giue a free conſent , voluntary , and pious, and not being enforced by 
10ut W manifeſt cuidence. 

I1. To be often confounded in the weakneſſe and incapacity of our vnder- 
2me Ml ſtanding , which is found ſo ſhort in the knowledge of many petty things. 
ice, MW There needeth no more but the foot of an ant to ſtay it, anda glalle of water 

dee W to drowne it. Vihar ſtupigity thenis likethis , to be deſirous to make ones 
hat Wl ſelfe 0uer-wiſe,and to 1udge that impollible which cannot be comprehended 
ully W in matter of region? | 
III, To apply your mindto the conſideration of motiues, which may forme 
ure, in-your ſpirit a probability of that which is propoſed vato you, as are thoſe 
of a MW 1haue noted before, and which wil giue good cutrances to the inſpirations of 

God. 

nof IV. To retire from the toyle of ſenſes, which doe nothing but diſturb 
life W when you conſult with them inthings ſpiritual;ando rayſe your ſoule aboue 
and W fleſh to be illuminated by the Sun of Intelligences, 


us 4 V. Totake away the obſtaclesof al ſorts of impurity , & namely of pride 
nc- W and al diſordinate afte&1on, | 
| of VI. To ſtrike at hcauen gate with prayer, ſeeing faith commeth vnto vs 


1nd from treaſures of the Father of light. Faith fo planted, fortified, and manured 
t of by good workes, illuminateth a ſoule. Al the ſauage aad cruel beaſts, al the 
brutiſh paſſions, chimezraes, dreames, irreſolutions, which went roaming vp 
oli. MW and downe inthis great forreſt of contuſions amongſt the ſhadowes of night, 
lif. W areſcattered ſo ſoone as this radiant Sun beginneth to diſſipate darkneſſe 
not MW with hisdiuine rayes. Thenis itthat aſoulewholy clad with the clearelights Hops, 
the of hope ( which cauſeth it to expect the bleſſings of the other life ) goeth on 
rce, W with agreat and conſtantreſolution, as one who hath for ſupport the infinit 
be. power of God, who is as faithful in his promiſes asrich in rewards. 
Behold how this monſter ignorance 1s ouerthrowne by the armes of light, 


M ; SECTION, 


! ©. 5M 
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SECTION T. 


Of foure other rayes which ſeruc to diſsipate 


Ignorance. 


Beame of ynder- 
Randing, 
which are an vnualewable ziches, wholy repleniſhin 


Wl th:cmſclues onely toexternal and ſenſible things, are 
Al perpetually out of themſclues : at which time vnder. 
itanding cals them back agayne, and makes themty 


recutcrinto their houſe, to ſee the beginning, progreſle, aud end of the life of 


man; from whence he commeth, whither he goeth, what wil become of him, 

Of counſel, Counſel enlightneth vs in things doubrtful, ro take a good way, 
Ot wiſdome, Wiſiome putteth vs out ofan apprentiſhip , & drawethys from a certaing 
| childiſhneſſe , which maketh men as litle ones and carnal, mutually enter. 
rayning themſclues with temporal tl-ings. And the knowledge of God ra. 

ſeth and cauſcth them to turne their faces direaly towardsEternity, 

Of prudence; Prudence conſidereth good and cuil according to the quality , & quantity 
: thercof. It examineth the circumſtances of actions, and ſheweth vs, wha 

) ought to bedone in,ſucha time, ſuch aplace, and ſuch occaſions, 


SECTIS TOM T3 


Twelue fundamental conſiderations of [piritual life, partly 
drawne from that worthy man lohn Picus 
Mirandula, 


Note, that it is 
good often to me- 
ditate theſe maxi- 


WEOYeN Rom the five rayes explicated before , proceed great and 
7 goodly lights by direction of which a lite wholy new isbe- 


P, d . 
JWW?P gun. lobn Picus of Miranda, a great and remarkeable man , held 


s, cyth n . , F 
rg age aw. ' 2 for a prodigy of wit , much taſting the content of ſpiritud 
ther,  ESE2q life, enlightned by the rayes of a wiſdome abſolutely cele- 


« ſtial,eſtabliſheth twelue conſiderations which we ought con- 
| tinually to meditate on, for the praGiſe of the knowledge of God. 
r. Conſideration 1, The firſt,the nature and dignity of man, to wit , that the firſt and ceaſe- 


nature, anddignt- Jefſe endeauour of man ſhould be man himſelfe; to ſee what he hath been, | 


on, what he is, and whathe ſhalbe. What he hath been, nothing; whar he is, 


reaſonable crearure ; what he ſhal be,a gueſt of Paradiſe, or of hel, of an eter- 
| nal felicity, or of an euerlaſting vahappineſle. 
Greatneſle of the What he is according tonature, a maiſter-piece, where many prerog- 
Goule. tives meet together ; a body compoſed of a merueilous architecure; a ſoule 
endowed with vnderſtanding, reaſon, ſpirit, judgement, wil, memory,imagl- 
garions, 


q Eſides the torch of faith, God alſo giues vs the light 
of vnderſtanding,of counſel, wiſiome. and pru.ience, 


the ſoule with ſplendour, as ſayththe Prophet Eſq, 
| The guiftof vnder ſtanding doth free vs from a cet. 
11 raine brutiſhneſle which 1s the cauſe that men tying 


> and 
$ be- 
held 
-jtual 
celt- 
 CON- 


-eaſe- 


Deen, 


is,4 
cter- 


rOgd- 
ſoule 
nagl- 
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nations, opinions : Aſoule which flieth in an inſtant from one pole tothe 
other deſcenderh cucnto the center of the world , and mounteth to the top; 
wiiicir is found in'an inſtant ina thouſand ſeueral places, which embraceth 
the whole world without touching it, which goeth, which glittereth, which 
ſhineth, which diggeth into al the treaſures and magazins of nature, which 
fndeth our al ſorts of inuentions, which inuenteth arrs , which gouerneth 

Common-wealths , which diſpoſeth worlds. In the meaue time the behol- 

derh about her ſelfe an infinit number ofdogs, that barke at her happineſle, 

and endeauour to bite her on euery ſide, 

Loue fooleth her, ambition rurmoyleth her, auarice ruſteth her,and luſt 
enflameth her, vaine hopes ſooth her,pleaſures melt her, deſpaire ouer-beares 
her, choller burnes her, hatred filleth her with gal,cnuy gnaweth her,icalouſy 
pricketh her,reuenge enrageth her, cruelty maketh her ſauage, feare troſterh 
her, ſorrow conſumes her. This poore ſoule ſhut vp in the body, as a bird 
of Paradice ina cage, is altogether amazed to ce her ſelfe aflayled by al this 
mutinous multitude, and though ſhe haue aſcepter in her hand to rule, ſhe 
notwithſtanding oft ſuffereth her ſelfe to be deceiued,rauiſhed, and dragged 
along intoa miſerable ſeruitude, 

From thence behold what man is through ſinne ; vanity , weakenefle, 
inconſtancy, miſery, maledi&ion. 

What he becommeth by grace, achild of light, a terreſtrial Angel, the 
ſonne of a celeſtial Father, by adoption, brother and coheire of 1eſus Chriſt, 4 
veſſel of election, the temple of the holy Ghoſt, 

What he may arriue vnto by glory ; to be an inhabitant of heauen,who 
Shal ſee the ſtarres vnder his feet which he hath ouer his head, who $hal be 
filled with the ſight of God, his beginning, his end, his true , onely, and ori- 
ginal happineſle, 

[1, The benefits receiued from God conſidered in general, as thoſe of x.Benefits of God, 
creation , conſeruation, redemption, vocation, and in particular the guifts 
of the body, of the ſoule, of nature, of capacity,ability, induſtry, dexterity, 
warineſſe, nobility , offices, authority, meanes, credit, reputation, good ſuc- 
ceſſe of affaires, and ſuch like, which are giuen to'vs trom heauen as inſtru- 

ments to worke our ſaluation. And ſometimes one of the greateſt bleſſings 
1s (that which few eſteeme a benefit) not to haue al theſe aduantages, which 
lead a haughty, weake,and worldly ſpirit cuen intoa headlong precipice;bur 
quite contrary, good diſaduantages ( inthe opinion of the world ) put him 
into the eſtimation of heauenly things. Man beholding what he hath been, 
what he is, what wil become ot him , trom whence he proceedeth, whither 
he goeth, and how the vnion with God his beginning is his ſcope, butt, and 
ayme; if he doth that which reaſon dicateth to him, he inſtantly takes 24 
reſolution neither to haue veine, ſinew , nor artery , which tendeth not to 
his end,to conquer his paſſions, and no longer to ſerue creatures but ſo farre 
forth as he ſhal know the profitable to lead him to his Creatour, Euery crea- ON 
ture ſpeaketh theſe words to man: O man keep what is giuen to thee , expett what mm gfadl- 
ts promiſed thee, and auoid what is forbidden thee. bas LUN. 
" pa Serua commiſſum, 

III. The third conſideration is the paſſion of the Sonne of God; a bot- ,,gQve promſſum 
tomleſle abyſſe of dolours, ſcornes, annihilations , loue, mercy , wiſdome, cawe prohibirwn. 
humility, patience, charity,the booke ot bookes, the ſcience of ſciences, the 
ſecret of ſecrets ,the shop where al good reſolutions are forged , where al 
vertuesare purified, where al knots of holy obligations aretyed, the ſchoole 
whereal Martyrs are made, al Conteſſours, alSaints. Our weakeneſſe, our 
faintneſſe, come not but for want of beholding this table of exceſſe. Who 
ever would open his mouth to complaine of doing too much, of ſuffering 
too much,of being too much abaſed, too much deſpiſed, roo muchturmoy- 
led, if he conſidered the life of God deliuered ouer and abandoned for _ 
tO 1G 
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; wicilla oculyum ar- Jiue in an Age ſtuffed with maladies, as old age with indiſpoſitions, We li 
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S Bonau inſtimul.to ſo painful labour, ſo horrible confuſions , ſo inſupporrable tOrments Mrho 


Nlo vinere fine wadl- 1 God | hal ſee thy wounds , I wil nexer luc - 
"appt ren RL} God, my wounded God \ As long as I shal ſee thy ir, Without of 
wound. oft 


ner aim. ” . 
4 Example of IV. The examples of al Saints, who haue walked in the royal way ofthe Mis 
Saints. croſſe, When we conlider the progreſſion of Chriſtianity , andthe ſucceſſion but 


of ſo many Ages, whereſocuer our conſideration ſerteth foot it findeth Wl 
nothing but rhe bloud of Martyrs , combats of Virgins, prayers , teares \ 
faſtings, ſack-cloth, hayre-cloth, perſecutions, afflictions of ſo many Saints, Wouc 
S Zeho homil. de who haue as it were won heauen by maine force, Such haue been tound, who Mon 
Santo Arcadio. had heretofore filled ſepulchers with their members torne with engines and MW; i 
nor io oh ſwords of perſecution, and were yet aliue to endure and ſuffer in their bo. Mc 
- + ommpay; f *> hich had morc wounds then parts of body to be tormented, Is it ng 
bris pleni erant tu- ICS, WN a wa 4 | (WW Bch 
mnli, a ſhame to haue the ſame name, the ſame Bapriſme, the ſame protciſion, andMh,is. 
yetto be alwayes deſirous to tread on roſes? To be embarked inthis greaW,yhi 
ſhip of Chriſtianity with ſo many braue ſpirits, which cuen ar this day howr. WM jc { 


ly doe wonders inthe world ,and to goe vnder hatches to flcep in the box. \ 
rome of the vetlcl, as needlefle outcalts, and the very ſcorncs of reaſonable W thei 
naturc? forc 


V. The peace of a good conſcience (the inſeperable companionof pen 
honeſt men) which ſugreth al their teares, which ſcaſoneth al their acerbities, WM a by 
which diſſolucth al their ſharpneſle;a perpetual banquet, a portatiue theater, Wz.4: 
a delicious torrent of inexplicable cotentements which begin in this world, M1ifc 
and which many times are tclteuenin chaines, priſons , and perſecutions, ane) 
What wilit be when the conſummarion ſhal be made in the other world, I 
when the curtaine of the great Tabernacle ſhal be drawne , when we ſhal ſceMmuc 
God face to face, ina body impaſſible asan Angel, ſubtile as a ray of light, Wvjjor 
ſwift as the wings of thunder , radiant as the Sun; when he ſhal be feenltcd 
amongſt ſo goodly and flouriſhing a company in a Palace of ineſtimabk 
glory, & when one ſhal lead no other life, but that of God, of the knowledge 
AuguRt. Neſti quid of God,of the loue of God, as long as God $shal be God 2 What wil this life by 


c, Inward peace, 


erit , quodiſta via nay what wil this life not be, fince al the goods thereoſerther are not , or are im ſuch alife,f Wl dime? 
_ —_ lights which place cannot comprehend ; of voyces and harmonies, which time cann - 4 
| | * take from vs; of odours, which neuer are ſcattered : a feaſt which neaer is finished; WM moſt 


rapit rempus, vbi oles bleſſing which eternity wel may giue but of which it neucr sbal ſee an end? pallec 
quod _y ſpergit fle- VI. It isto be conſidered ofi the other {ide the condition of this preſentMthe o1 
ur, vb ſ<pirqwd life : A true dreame, which hath the diſturbances of {lcep but neucr the 
non minuit ed:citas, {7 "eg - ; ho af trardacl 4 ls 
whiberet quodnon  IEPOlC; a childish amuzement; a toylc of burdenſome and cucr relapſing ac- 
d:nellic erernizas, T1OS, where for one roſe a thouſand thornes are found, tor one ounce of honey 
atun of gal, for bleſſings in apparance, cuils in ſubſtance. The moſt happy 


6, Condition of 
- "1 wel deſ- there count their yeares and cannot reckon their grietes, The carriers of the 
: greateſt honours are there al of ice, and oftentimes arc not bounded but 

with hcadlong ruines, lts felicitics are floating Ilands , which alwayes re 

| coy)c backward at that time when we thinke to touch thaem with cur tinget, 
Lamprid, Helio- They are the feaſts of Heliogabalus , where there are many inuitations , many 
gab. ceremonics, many reucrences , many ſeruices, and at the endl thereof we find 
a table and a banquet of waxe, which melts before the fire, and from whence 

we returne more hungry then we came. It is the enchanted egge of Oromazth 

wherein this impoſtour vanted to haue encloſed al the happineſle of the 

S.Fucher, in para- world, and in breaking it there was tound nothing but wind, Al cheſe pleaſk 
neh. res flatter our ſenſes with an impoſture of falſe colors : why doe we ſuffer thoſe eyes robe th 
Omia her conſpectui þ e113 the ſnares of errogr,whch are giuen to vs by heauen to behold the light , and not mv 


; -» *-tyvadkew | ſter to lying ? Yea, that which greatly should diſtaſt vs inthis preſent life, 15,v 


fribuce lunint, non 11 a world greatly corruptcd,of which may be ſayd, It is a monſter whole 


epplicerurerrri, © Qerſtanding is a pit of darkneſſe; reaſon, a shop of malice, wila hel; _—_ 
thouland 


Conſcie 
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thouſand paſſions outragiouſly inſult ouer it, It's eyes are two conduit-pipes 
of fire, from whence fly ſparkles of concupiſcence; it's tongue an inſtrument 
of malediction; his viſage, a painted hypocriſy; his body a ſpunge of ordures, 
his hands, the tallons of harpies: & tinally he ſecmeth to haue no other faith 
but infidelity ; no law but his paſſion ; no other God but his owne belly, / 
le Mwhat contentment canit be toliue with ſuch a monſter? w_ 
res VII. If there be pleaſures in life , they doe nothing but a litle ſlightly 7-Quality of | 
oucrfiow the hart with a ſuperficial delectation:Sadneſle diueth into the bor- worldly pleaſurezg 
vho Wome of our ſoule, and when itis there you wil ſay it hath feet of lead never 
and Wo torſake the place ; but pleaſure doth ſooth vs onel; inthe outward parts of 
bo. Wrhe $kin, and al her ſweet waters run downe with ful ſpeed into the ſalt ſea, 
nor MBchold wherefore S, Auguſtine ſayd , when any proſperity preſented it-ſelfe ro Auguſt. Cont. I, 6, 
and MWhis eyes he durſt not touch it, He looked vpon pleaſure as on a fleeting bird, Og 4 
reatMvhich ſeemerh as it were ready ro be ſeyzed, and flyeth away as ſoone as cuer 
wr WM (he ſees her ſelte almoſt ſurprized, 
Dot- V{IL. Pleaſures are borne intheſenſes, and like abortines are conſumed in 8 Thair shortneſle? 
able W their birth : Their defires are ful of diſturbances , their acccile is of violent, 

forced, and turbulent agitarions : Their ſaticty is tarced with ſhame and re- 
nof Wl pentance:They paile away after they haue wearyed the body, & leaue it like 
ties, WM a bunch of grapes the :uice whercot 1s extractca by the prefle, as ſaith $, Ber- Bern. Serm, 10. is 
ater, WE nad: They hold ita goodly marter to cxted their fulneſſe: They muit end with Cantic, 
rid, i Vife, and it is a grear hazard if during lite it-ſclte they ſerue nor their hoſt for 
ons, Wan executioner, I ſee uo greater pleaſure mn the world then the contempt of pleaſure, Nu!a maior volups 
2rd, IX. Man which waſteth his time in pleaſures, when they are ſlipped away 4% 994m voluptatis 
| ſee FW much like waters engendred by a ſtorme, findeth himſelte abandoned as "7 rg <&; 
ght, Wpilgrime diſpoilcd by athicte : So many golden harueſts which time preſen- "The end! , 
feenMWted ro him arc paſſed, and the ruſt of a heauy age turniſheth him with nothing 
but chornes, ſorrowes to hauc done 1], and inabiliticsof doing wel : what then 
remaines to be ſaid but that which the miſerable King ſaid who gaug bis {cep- 
ter for aglafle of water : Alas | muſt I for ſo Short a plcaſure looſe ſo great 4 King- Lyſimachus 
dome? Bs _— 

X, Euil alwayes beareth ſorrow behind 1t, but not true pennance, It is a ro; Difficulty oF 
moſt particular tauour of God, to haue rime to bemoane the ſinnes of our pennance. 
paſſed life, and to take occaſion by the forelock, Many are packed away imo 
the other world without eucr hauing thought of their paſſage, and ſuch ſup- 

r theFWpoſe they ſhal bane many teares at their death who ſhal not haue one good 

g ac- {Watt of repentance. They bewayle the finnes which forſake them, and not God 

one WM whom they hauc loſt, Truc contrition 1s a hard piece of worke : How can he Facilius invent qui 
appyMWnecrit it who willingly hath euer demerited? t Innocentiam ſerua-. 
»f the XI, Inthe mcane time death commeth apace; it expeReth vs at alhowers, > —_ Ling kj | 
4 butFWirial places, and you cannor attend it one ſole minute, ſo much this chought Teerene, y 

es re-Mdiſpleaſcth you, The decrees thereof are more cleare and perſpicuous then if Ambr. 1. de vnitd 
nget-{Wthey were written with#he beames of the Sun, and yet we cannot read them, p#niten, c, 10, 
many His trumpet ſoundcth perpetually moreintelligibly then thunder,and we yn- '* Death. 
 findWderſtand it not. It is no wonder that Dauidin the 48. Pſalme calleth it an enig- pſ1l, 48. r. 


henceiWma; cucry one beholicththetable and tew know theſenſe of it, Notwithſtan- According to ths 
mats ding it is a caſe concluded we muſt take a long tare-weltrom althings which Hebrew. 
of theWappertaine to lifc , rhat can be extended no turcher then life it-ſelfe: and it is T3 


acaſe reſolued thar ſerpents & wormes muſt be inherited ina houſe of dark- 

neſſe. It is a goodly leflon, whoſocuer can wel learne it, To know it welonce, .*f 
it mult euery day be ſtudied. Nothing is ſee cucry-where but watches,clocks,  _ 

and dyals , ſome of gold , ſome of ſiluer , and others enchaſed, with pre- 

tlous ſtones. They aduertilſc vs of al the howers but that which ſhould be our 

laſt : and ſince they cannot ſtrike that hower we muſt make it ſound.in our 

conſcience, At the very inſtant when you read this athouſang and athouſand 
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Diodorus apud S. perhaps of ſoules vnlooſened from the body, are preſented before the triby 


- + nn nal of God , what would you doe if you were preſently to beare them con, y 
quibus ſolutur cor- * pany ? There is but one word : Timely deſpiſe m your body the things of which you "y - 


pore, non indigebis, baue noneed out of your body. | 
12, Whatfoloweth X11, Your ſoule ſhal goe out, and of althe attendants of life ſhal hay ſi 
- ——y *©14- nonebut good and bad by her ſides. If she be ſurprized in mortal finne, he 
þ ho ; (E224 ſhal bc her ſhare; hel,the the great lake of the anger of Godzhel,the comm 
Hug, 1.4.de anima, ſewer of al the ordures of the world; hel, the ſtore-houle ot eternal fire ; hel, 6 ( 
| depth without bottome, where there is uo cuil but we may expect, nor gog 

which may be hoped. "i 

Behold the twelue conſiderations which this moſt worthy man vſed tg 

dire& himſelfe in the courſe of a vertuous lite; & they ſo farre had preuaile 

vpon his ſoule , that he reſolued after he had finiſhed certaine works foxl 

which he then had in hand, to diftribute al his goods among the Poorg 


and goe bare-foot through the cittyes, townes, and villages , Carrying Pi 

a Crucifixe in his hand, to preach rhe crofle and the bleflings of the other {.., 

life, employing his whole tallent which God had giuen him to his ſeruiceM ,1. 

But death preuented him, c k 

5 

: poſc 

— WM you 

relit 

SECTION VII. - 

V 

Twelue maximes of wiſdome , which ariſe from the twelue = 
precedent confiderations. chin 
louet 

| . haue 
OftE examine your ROM theſe confiderationstwelue goodly maximes of wi T 
= _g theſe maxi- dome ariſe, greatly neceſſary tor any who would enjoy tre Arabi 
1 Good valcy. happinefle. _ ; 08 Cs with x 
I: Thefirſt is, togiue to cuety thing it's eſtimation, fnaW when | 
the beginning of our vnhappineſſe proceedeth from a fall . V 
& valew which we ſet vpon creatures, It merueyloufly impor toſee 
Meunto,zn xbreey tctu to citimace cuery thing according to it's worth. That good mar: Fpideu|ſ allo ir 
hs _— XuTes ſaid more then one would thinke, when he gaue this aduiſe : My freind i dered 
ant thou loueſt a pot, remember thy ſelfe it is pot. For want of che knowledged|M Either 
the price of what we loue , we put God vnder the Altar and vice aboue, uh dring 
allow it the beſt part of the incenſe, Into it 
2. Lightofmindin 11. For this cauſe it is neceſſary daily tocndeauour to enfranchize ouſi] therei 
the choyee ſelues from the opinions of the the world, and to vie , not the ballance a Place \ 
| mm :. Ballance wicked Chanaan of whom the Scripture ſaith , Chanaan in manu cius ftatera ily to our 
_— but the ballance of leſ#s Chriſt, which is the Croſle, Fhere we ought to weigh With | 


the pleaſing and the profitable, good and euil,ſowre and ſweet, time and etc8 Souerr 
nity,and ro proportion our iudgements, reſolutions, deſignes , ations , prof duline: 
ceedings , to this great ballance which cannot deceiue vs. And as we all Withoi 
exteriourly to reſiſt this torrent of popular opinions , ſo we interiourhſ| neſt'of 
hauec our paſſions which we muſt neceſſarily extirpate, that we may giucl ſtep,ar: 
iudgement vpon euery thing with ful liberty, otherwiſe they caſt chafte in 29t cor 
our eyes,and ſo blind vs. to purj 

1II. To liue heer as a pilgrime of the world, difarrayed of al : 1 Pottoc 
eſteeme nothing our owne but our ſclues. Al that which maketh vs del} Nothin, 
quarrel, conteſt, accuſe God and man, is, that we haue thought our ſclues! V1} 
Epi&.Encheri.] be proprietaries of thoſe things of which we haue but onely the vic. Wen Nun 
©. 12, ' (faith EpiRtetus ) rake al the bleſſings and bonours of the world as a paſſenger , whogogyp "*Ot to | 


To liue a pil- 
Erime, 


out of a ship gathers cockle-shels vpon the ſand, yet emer hath his eye vpon the ship towhich 
bets exgaged, Saint Chryſoftom maketh ſuch account of this maxime, that he 
laith there is butone vertue in the world that cauſeth al other vertues, which is ro carry ones 
ſelſe as « pilgrime of this world, and 4 Cittyzen of Paradice. 
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IV. Tohauca very good opinion of the prouidence of God,who coue- Opinion of proni» 


reth as 1t were vnder the ſhadow of his royal mantle al creatures, Saint dence. 
Auguſtine faith, that God hath not made the world atterward to leaue it, like 
a Carabin who hath ſhot off his piſtol, He gouerneth and defenderh ir, as 
the good nurce who driueth away the waſp from her inant's face whilſt ir 
ſecurely ſlcepeth. He yealdeth himſelſe accountable for al the hayres on our 
head. 414 doſt thou then ( ſaith S: Auguſtine ) feare ro perish, conſid:ng in God ? One , , Þ. 163. 


N2n feeis ep abiin, 


Aug hom, 14.toMe 


bare t4k.en from thy bead without thy knowledge or feeling shal not perish ; and shal thy Times ergeneperear, 


ſoule be deftroyed which is the root of al thy thoughts, and of al thy vnderſtandings? Tf God ſo <#/ns capilins non pe< 


preſerue thy ſuperfluities , What wil be doe thy treaſures ? Truſt with confidence in the ribu?S1i fic ra cufte 


I 
prouidence of God, if you deſire alwayes to liue content, If your lite be a non ps. 
feaſt , the diuine prouidence is the ſalt which ſeaſoneth it, If that be a pilgri- animamna? Nonperit 
mage,this is the taffe. If that be anight, this is the breake of day. If you wil capiln: quem cum = 
fight , it is a ſteely buckler, If youſlcep, itis a bed of repoſe. Our life is com- — 
poſed of three ſhadowes, which are time paſt,time preſent, and the future,W1l Ent? nk 
you haue a good ſhare inthem al? ſaid that admirable Emperour Marcus Au=- 
relius : Diſpoſe time paſt to forgerfulneſſe,the preſent ro ſanttity and iuſtice , the future to Marc, Aurel, Ans 
prowdence. | | ton.1. 2 de vita 
V. To know the wayes of this ſacred prouidence we muſt take heed not _— a 
nog «Jo o fly ewil 1nno- 
to betoo wiſe, like ſome arrogant and ſcattered ſpirits who boaſt to wander ,..ion, 
and alienate theriſelugs from the way which al Sainrs haue held , and ſear- | 
ching out new pathes find euery-where illuſions and precipices, Al theſe 
lovers of innouation and proper indgement are Pharao's Counſellours, who 
haue drunke inthe cup of giddineſle. | Interrogare ſapitter# 
There is likewiſe found a litle booke of Apothegmes tranflated our of, dimidis ſepientia ef. 
Arabike into Latin by Druſus, which hath theſe remarkeable words: To conſuls Homo ſapiens eff qua 
with the wiſe 15 #2 be already 2alfe wiſe. 4 man is wiſe ſo long as he feeketh wiſdome , but _ | nals Or 
when he ſuppeſeth he hath throughly attained it,then be becommerh a foole. culmen perueniſſe 
VI, To hauean aſſured ſcope to ayme at,not onely in genetal , which is defpir. 
toſceke in al things the greateſt glory of God and ones 'owne ſaluation , but 6.Anafſuredbutt, 
alſoin particular ro make and propoſe to your ſelfe a regular and wel pon- 
dered courſe of life. Some haue ſo many affaires that they haue not leyſure 
either to liuc or dye; others haue nothing to doe, and are perpetually wan- 
dring, and as it were looking for the key of their houſe, and neuer entring,, _ . 
into it. We muſt take in hand ſome employment and moderate retirement, ae coat 
therein following rhe inſpiration of God, an intention pure to liue in the 
place which ſhal be moſt proper for vs, to vnite our ſelues to him according 
to Our Capacity, following withal the conſultation which we ought to make 
with our owne natural conſtitution , the dire&ion of thoſe who know and 
gouerne vs, prouided they be difintereſſed from their owne paſſions. It is a 
buſineſſe of no ſmal importance to haue good ſucceſſe heerin. Some find 
without thinking therof conditions which feeme made to their nature, as the 
neſt of the Halcion is fit to his body. Others, for that they haue made a falls 
ſep,are enforcedro bite the bridle al their life time; if by patience they doe 
not correct the defects of their cariage. Aboue al things itis conuthient heer 
to purify. your intentions, and if you muſt be embarqued inthe Court life, 
not to come thither as a 1anniſary or a Mamalukz, to mh a fortune , and doe 
nothing els. | | | | 
VII. To embrace a true and ſolid piety,fuch as dur Fore-fathers haue7. Solid piety 
Configned ouerto vs in al ſimplicity, and ſuch as the'Charch inſtra&eth vs. 
Not to plaiſter hor diſguize it fothe accommodation of theſe petty ends: 


Such 
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Such a pra&iſeis a great abomination, & cannot in concluſion auoid drey 


Syneſius de regul, ful and dangerous accidents, You muſt ſcrue God interiour] ywirh greathn i 
ad Arcad, cerity of hart and moſt pure thoughts of his Maiclty, extcriourly applyjy ſtr 
KprmiSaoÞrANs £@ is your ſelfeto ordinary ſcruices and ceremonies with molt lincere treciyone rh 
=— AK without ſuperſtitions , {cruples, vanities, preſumprions, fingulariries, Bchali ly 
; (faith Synefius the baſis of the eltate and rotal grearncile of man, da 

8. Honcſty, VIII. To frame to your ſelfea foule which is 1n a certaine temper fff *# 
integrity, conſiſting in wel following the light of nature and the touch oil ** 

heauen, which teachethvs we mult doe to another al that which we woullfM '< 


haue others doe to vs,and not to offer to another what we diſlike in our (|, 
ues. Bchold the road-way of honeſty,which whoſocuer torſaketh ro becony Ca 
crafty , euer byaſling to his pretended aduantages , ſhal in the end ofhj 
account find himſclte deceiued. Thar great fore-mentioned Empergy 
Antonin. 1. 5,devita Anteninus ſaith the wiſdome of man conſiſteth in three points: wel to behayM 3 
ſua. himſclfc towards God, which is done by religion; with himſelte, whichj 
done by mortification of his paſſions; and with men, which 1s cftected 


ſparing and tollerating the, cuery-where doing good, and atrer he hath doy ſpl 
g004 ro hauc his eares prepared to heare euil, yo 
9.Gouernement of IX. To gouerne his defires within the limits of his capacity and m,M *2r 
pretcnlions, deſty. It isa great note of folly to attempt al things, aad doe nothing; toky thi 
turmoyled with the preſent, and to haue alwayes the throte of an enrage| aft 
concupiſcence gaping after the time ro come; to be vexed with himiſelt are 
and notto be of power to repoſe within himſclte ; ro make the ſteps of ho $** 
nour the degrees of his ruine; to rayſe a fortune like a huge Coloſſus to make tlic 
Senec ep.53. — it fal vpon his owne ſhoulders, andtoleaue no other witneſles of his grea. Y 
+ +> pion 9*- nefſc but the prints of his fal. It is a thing very difhicult ro hane much, and act: 
bere now, —  Impoſlibleto haue al, bur it is ſo caſy a matter to deſpiſe al,thar it conliltet ” 


in nothing but in a hare refuſal. 
X. To procure ſuch an equality of ſpirit,ſo euen, ſo regular,that he ſcarce} 9! 
ly feele the approach of happineſle , and when it is loſt not to make ay 
ſhew of it. To behold the good of another as his owne, and his owne x 
another man's, To hold riches and honours as a riuer that glideth to day fu 
you, to morow for another, It is the nature thereof alwayes to run gentl; 
what wrong doth itto vs? When proſperity laugheth on you, looke back 
vpon aduerſity which commeth inthe rere,and remember you haue ſeen ti 
ſhips loſt in the harbour , euen as it were in 1elt, Saint Auguſtine pleaſed to 
Angult. cp,11z.& repcate thar verſe of Virgil: 
alibi, Mene ſalts placids vultum , fluuſq; quietos 
Ignerare iubes? 
deſirous thereby to ſignify to vs, that we ſhould no more confide inth 
proſpcrities of the world then toa ſtil ſea, which in his oucr-great calne 
oittimes preſageth the neer approaching tempeſt. Braue and valourou 
Captaines heertofore made a Sacrifice to watre in the midſt of peace, andin 
the midſt of warre dreſſed Altars to peace ; to declare that in good we ſhoult 
live in diſtruſt of il, and in cuil in hope of good, bur in both the one and thx 
other euer in equaliry.This verily is one ot the maiſter-picces of wiſdom 
which God imparteth to ſpirits greatly religned , and who haue paſſed 
through the moſt thin and ſlender ſcarces. 
1. Diſcretion in XI. To behaue one's ſelfe prudently in al kind of occaſions, to examine 
alfaircs. the tencnts and vtmoſt bounds,the original, progreſle, end. Neuer to iudge, 
til a@u haue ſeen the bottome of the buſineſle, and therein to carry yout 
ſelte (o, thar if ſucceſſe cannot wayte on your deſires , you may not uſt! 
accuſe either any crooked intention or want of diſcretion, We are Mal 
ſters of our wils, but God hath reſerucd to himſclte the command ou 
EUENtS, 
XII. 


10, Tranquility, 


- PRACTIZE OF PRAYER: Iz, : 
XII. To be alwayes ready to depart from hence cheerefully, when death r:. Meditation of 
ſhal ſound the retreat. Saint Chryſoſtome ſaith finely : This hfe is a neft framed of death. 
Jaw and morter : WE are the litle birds, ſhal be putrify in the ſtench of this fil- Chryf, hom, z. 
thy neſt?If deuotion hath made ys wings, why are we flouthful?Let vs braue- —_—— « 
1y monnt and take that flight which our Eagle tracked out vnto vs inthe | 
day of his Aſcention. Remember the quinteſlence of al wiſdome is the medi- 
ration of death, It is a buſyneſle we ſhould learne al our life time to excerciſe 
ironce. The faults therin committedare irreparable, and the loſſe withour 
recoucry. This confiſteth in three things, relignarion, diſengagement , and 
vnion. As for reſignation be not too faint-harted , nor ſuffer your ſelfe to be 
called vpon to pay a debt which ſo many millions of men haue diſcharged 
before you, and which ſo many millions (hal likewiſepay atter you : ſhew to 
choſe who viſit you parience in your fickneſle, reſolution at your laſt hower, 
and not to deſire any thing but ſpiritual aſiſtances, 
As for your departure, goe out of the world as the chiken out of the ſhel, 
1. Diſpoſe of your temporal goods intime by making a1uſt, cleare,and PEr- 
ſpicuous wil. 2, Reitore the goods of another. 3. Pay your debts as farre as 
oucan. 4. Lay open your atfaires. 5, Glue pious legacies , to charge the Al- 
tars of mercy with the laſt victimes, 6. Reconcile your ſelte, and abone al 
things beware you carry not with youtoo much contidence, and inordtnare 
affection into the other world. 7. Take order tor the education of your chil- 
dren. $. Diſpoſe of offices,it you haue any,with an.vprighr conſcience. g. For= 
get not the labours of your poore [cruants. Atrer this diſengagement draw 
the curtaine betwixt your ſelfe and al creatures. By a good confeſſion vnite 
your ſelfe to your Creatour , by the ſacred viaticum , extreme vn&ion, by 
aces of faith , hope , and charity , by good ſutffrages of the Church , good ad- 
monitions, good purpoſes, good remembrances of the death of our Sauiour, 
yealding your ſoule vp vponaCrucitixe, as achild who flcepethon the breaſt 
of his nurce. 


SECTION ya 


The DPrattixe of deuotion and prayer. 


inthe 
NE of the ſhorteſt wayes to gayne wiſdome is to be 


-alme | VER ROO 

kd Far deuout, Deuotion is as it were the flame and lightning- 

1nd in Se = fAlaſh of charity: and it 1s properly a prompr and aftectio- Folunta' queddnd 

houl W848] Þ nate viuacity in things which concerne the ſeruice of prompre rradends ſe 

id the \ WAR vo > God. It principally ſhineth in prayer and inthe exercize 444 que periinens. 

ome BIR} oftheworkes of mercy. Prayer, as ſaith the gtear Saint 1" ow __ 

\aſſed SE FEE Dionyſus the Are pagire, is as it were a chaine of ſiluer, 5. Dyonif, de di- 

| | * © . which fromheauen hangzth downward to draw man vp uin. nomin. c.z. 

_ from earth, and vnite him to God. It is the mount Thabor , where an admira- Prayer is mount 

udge, ble transfiguration is made of the ſoule into God : It is the ſpirit which ſpea- Thabor, 

your keth to God, which powreth it-ſelfe on God ; in concluſion it is colouged b 

iuſtlhſy G09, cuen as 1acob's ewes did denote their burden tobe of the ſame col of Genel. 39. 

Mall Whichthoſe wads were that they ſtedfaſtly beheld. Itis it which the Apottle EF” 

| ou Picaſed toſay ;Beholdig the glory of God, we are trasfignred into the ſame umage fro bright- Corinth. 2.3 » 
neſſe ro brightncſſe, as by the ſpirit of God, Prayer is the conduit of grace.It is(as very Gimiem Domin el as 

oor N wel culanes in candins + 


— — —_ - _ 
= ——_— —— Prrogetn gn; 


So ur me — nw Fr nn en WEE rnr rn nn WR et ny nn > _ m———_—_—=—_ a 
eo 
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:e4oinem tranfor- WEIS. Epbreim hath ſaid, the ſtandard of our warfare, the conſeruation of oy 


mamur, a {erituein PEACE, the bridle of our impatience, the guardian of temperance,the ſeale gf 


cioriuareom (anquam yirginity, the aduocatcof offenders , the conſolation of the afflicted, theſe. 
*T 944-6 Apignn pulture of the dying. For the 1uſt areburyed in prayer as the Phenix in perfy. 
rayſcof prayer, ings . . . , 
mes. Prayer dothal. A Chriſtian without prayer 1s a bee withour ſting, why 
wilneigher make honey nor waxe. Itistolitle purpoſeto propoſe vnto yay 
the myſteries of faith and the maximes of Chriſtian wiſdome,, if you vſe ng 
meditation to runtinate them. Iris as meat calt into a ſtomake without dige. 
ſtion, which wildoe more hurt then good, nor of it's owne nature, but by 
your indiſpoſition which is bad, From hence proceed the defolations of the 
earth, From hence are deriued ſomany fals,ſo many miſeries,tor that men ap. 
ply not themſelues to taſt the things of Godin prayer. 
Neceſſity of pray- That which ought to incite vs to this exercize, is, firſt the neccſſity,which 
cr, is ſo great that in matter of ſpiritual life it 1s as requifit to pray as in the 
animal to breath, We are choked with fleſh and fat & the flames of concupil. 
Or mewn aprrui &> Cence , vnleſſe we vponal occaſions open our mouths to take the gentle ayre 
atra,s ſprricum, of God. ; 
Secondly, the pleaſures we therein take in proceſle of time is verily tha 
Ifai. 58, Sabbatum which the Prophet Eſay calleth Sabbatum delicarum, the delicate Sabaoth, Ay 
delicarum, much as to ſay , the delicious repoſe of the ſoule. The corporal eye ( x 
4 pomen Lc lum;. ſaith. the learned Prelate william of Paris ) maketh it's repaſt vpon the 
mofiſums verit's ci- Þeauty Of the fields , the flowers , the heauens, the {tarres, and on althe 
bus eſt noſtri intellec= Obie&s which are found inthis vniuerſe, But the eye of contemplation by 
ewe Sola prima in- the meanes of prayer nouriſheth it-ſelfe with the excellency of God and the 
wndantiſoimaque bo. fe&i E} 
nitas cibus noſtri no. | ks : L0ns O eſus, . | FR , 
bilis ac jublimis af» Thirdly, the purity and perte&ion of the ſoule, which Is deriued from this 
fectur, exerciſe, ought ro ſerue vs as a ſpecial ſpurre. There it is ( fayth Albertus 
Perfection of the Magnus) where we carr) our mouths euen to the ſource and wel-ſpring of vertue Then 


on VO BRPL ir.1s where God is knowne , and knowing bm that we loue bim , and in lou 
bus c. 73. " him we ſearch him , in ſearching him we takg paynes , and in taking panes we find ha 
Pernoctans in orgs in the fourth place , we haue the example of our Sautour who for our jy 
3 nga . ſtruction ſpent the nights in prayer , the example of the Apoſtles & al Saint, 


who haue practiſed and recommended this exercizeto vs. 


rer— 


SECTION IS 


The neceſcty of Confeſs1on. 


\ EN reſſemble ſnayles, enery one carrieth his owne houſe 
Þ with him,ahouſe wholy repleniſhed with darknefle.although 
D iteuer ſeeme lightſome: A houſe , which hath neyther doore 
& nor window though theteinbe a thouſad witneſles which ſee 
al that paſſeth with.as many eyes as heauen harh ſtarres : A 
houſe compoſed of labyrinths , yet cannot the Hoſt hide 
himſelfe in it: A houſe wherinto the ſunne peepeth not,and yet may euenthe 
very leaſt atomes be ſeen: A houſe , wherin there are perperual pleadings, 
yet neuer any ifſue of proceſſe but with iſſue of life : Finally, a houſe which 
hath two faces altogetherdifferent , the one called hel, the other Paradice, 
Null woleftivo Inaword this houſe whereof I ſpeake,, is the conſcience. it is ful of darke- 
>cu/urcuiqueſas, neſſe , for the thoughts of men are inuolued 1n ſuch a cloud of obſcy- 
£ &. 1, 5, de con- rity that neyther the diuels nor Angels themſclues ſee any thing therely, 


yet 
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yet is it lightſome , for cuer the eye of proper conſcience refle&eth thereon, 
There is no doore nor window, foralis very cloſe ſhut vp ; yetdoe a thou- 
ſand witneſſes fixe their eyes.theron, for the conſcience alone is called athou- 
ſand witneſſes. It is compoſed of labyrinths, for there are al flexibilities and 
ſubtile mazes :1nthis labyrinthsrhe hoſt cannot hide himſclfe; for it is ever 7*tafte Devr o viel 
day-pierced by the eye of God , before whom neither the abyſle nor hel it. 22 *$9 /xm & non | 
ſclte hath darkenefſe enough to hide it, The ſun peepethnor in there,for in ef. — nth 
fe& it's light which diſplayeth al the obie&s of the world before our eyes + 
cannot diſcouer the ſimpleſt of our thoughts; yet may the very leaſt —_— 
be ſeen ; ſor there is not any thing ſo ſubtile which can free ir-ſelfe from the 
eyes of God. They perpetually plead there; for euery moment the conſcience Auls Sauheny hood 
challengeth vs euen vpon the leaſt ſinnes, and the iſſue of the proceſle con- ts: Sa - 
cludeth not but with the end of life, becauſe at that very hower the decifiue £9 reclimarorid. 
ſentence of our —_— = ns _ dus de inte+ 
In fine this houſe hath two faces, whereof the one is called hel, to wi vom 
euil conſcience, andthe other Paradice, that is the good and hn — 
we cannot throughly ſettle inthis great corruptionofthe hart of man bur by viam tuam. = 
2 good confeſſion, / 
Too much ſhade hnrteth ſeeds which begin ro grow , darkneſſeduls them, Ide 
andthe eye of the ſun ſerues them as a father. Aſlure your ſelfe the buds of Fw 
vertue hold the ſame courſe, there muſt be day to bring them into the light 
2nd he who wil hide his life, ſhal looſe al the fruit he may hope thereof, + Bernard, de inte« 
fefion ts the price of our immortality , the Cutty of refuge giuen vs by God : but if it be once il riori dos. , 37; 
mannaged it 15 not a confeſſion but 4 double conjuſton; jor jarigned miſery ex.luaerh true mera 
61, nor did euer preſumption wel accord with puty. : 
Among the moſt eſpecial exerciſes of deuotion are confeſſion, commu- 
nion, meditation, ſpiritual leflon , and the fruit we deriue from the word of 
God. Concerning the practiſe of confeiſion we wil onely ſpeake with much 
dreuity thereof , for at this preſent there are great ſtore of books which 
teach this merhod, Heare atrue obſeruation made by S. Auguſtine, Thar th _ 
1-00 a ae He | M S » That the Auguſt, tra&.12.in 
ginning of our good works, accuſation of oureu1l, It you deſire vtterly ro for. TIoann 
fake the animal life ro ſubmit to the ſpiritual, pur in the fore-front a good e- Guillelm. Parifis. 
neral confeſſion, Confeſion (ſaithS, Ambtoſe) rs the. price of our immortality : _— de Sacrament,Parg 
- tribute of heauen, ſignifjed by the piece oj coyne which $. Peter found in the LAS bf _ 12, 

SII, ; 
Neceſlity ſeemestorequire it, for the reaſons which follow. Firſt, how Generalconfeſſion 
many ſinnes are left by the way, how many by culpable ignorance,ſometimes the beginning of _ 
through feare, and ſhame, andorher reprehenſible manner? Secondly, what ſpiritual lite. 
inualidities and nullities of confeſſion may happen, now by the defe& of the 
Prieſt , who perhaps hath not ſufficient iuriſdicion, ſometime through your 
owne indiſpoſition , who neyther wil haue ſorrow nor good purpoſe of 
amendment, and ſometime for other circumſtances? Thirdly, who ſeeth not Its viiliry? 
that the foundation of a liferruely Chriſtian. is humility? And we know not i: 
how better to artaine this vertue then by repreſenting to out ſclues, no lon- 
ger by piccemeale, but wholy in grofſe, the youth, follies, the llackneſſe 
negligences, infidelitics , and impurities of our paſſed life. Al that commin , 
to powre it ſelfe vpon our conſideration , like a great ſquadron necefinis 
ſtirreth in vsa great confuſion and dolour for our ingratitude, In the fourth 
place, we ordinarily ſee thoſe who duely make this a&, vufolded and deli. 
vered inal it's particulars , doe come as it were out of the fornace ſpars 
kling with radiant brightneſſe, to forme a life abſolurely new. You ther. 

In obſerne a conſcience moſt curious , intentions better recifyed, aRions 
more purifyed, a promptnefle better awakened for the ſeruice of God 
a-modeſty more regular in proſperity , a hart more eleuated in aduer- 
fity , a more generous contempt of the world, Briefly although one 
Na , ghould 
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ſhould reap butthis onely good which is the peace and tranquility of gg, 
ſcience, it would alwayes be amatter merucilouſly recommendable. And yy 
know by experience many conſciences tormented with diuers remorſes an 
ſcruples haue after a general confeſſion found rhemfciues wholy pacitied , g 
The manner, haue begun to breath a more benigne ayre of the mercies of God, 'To pre. 
ceed therein, it is good wel ro ſound your hart aforehand , and ro deſcend 
intothe knowledge of your ſelfe , whichisa worke of no {mal importance, 


SECT Ii ©: A 


The Pratti/e of Confeſ310n, 


Hart of man, HE hartofman isalitle abyſſe which feemeth ney. 
Prauum cor hominis EM thcrto haue bounds, bottome, nor ſhore. 16 is malieg 
- += "mx bx tvs and inſcrutable, ſaid the Prophet. The Hebrew readeth in 

kakody ei the ſame place, that it is a ſupplanter who eſcapeth 


Macar.hom, 43, |S br from vs like an eele, when wethinke to hold it , and 

= of KA oftentimes it ouerthroweth vs. The great S. Macariy 
Re aſſureth vs itisalitle veſſel, bur ful of cauernes, 1s 
I byrinths, precipices, lyons, ſerpents,and other vene. 


—w_@ mous beaſts. Moreouer ({elfe-Joue, which oftentimes 


Knowledge of 


hard lelte very like a wicked watch-man placeth himſelfe at the gate of our hart, wil nar ſuf. 
; fer truth to aproach. It makerh himthinke, itis roo crude, dry, auſtere, od, 
Selfe-loue. wrinckled to be preſented to ſuch aPrince. In the meane time 1t relatethy 


things tothe hart to it's owne aduantage, and entertaineth it with athoufa 
curioſities of conceits. It maketh al vices to be beheld therein in tul propot- 
tion, and vertue in ecclyple. 

This admitted,neceflarily theafſiſtance of God is to be implored ina very 
particular manner to obtaine the knowledge of our ſelues, and to labour 
therein couragiouſly and ſtoutly without flattering our ſeclues,' God threat. 
neth in the Prophet he wil lay a heauy correction vpon vs, leauing vs to our 


Pfal. 49. 
e Argurm te, > flaind 
conra faciem tnam, 


what paſſeth in our harts. But God in the day of indgement wil turne irbe: 
Auguſtin pfal. 44, fore, and , if we take not very good heed, ro our contuſion, Saint Auguſtin 
£»e po/t dorſum triumpherh vpon this paſſage: That which thou haſt put behind chee, I wil place befon 
pops = faciem tame eyes. Thou halt ſce thy impurities, not to correct them, but to confound thee, Turne thy 
ETD = _ _—_ face, goe bebind thy ſelfe, and ſet thy ſelfe before thy ſ.lfe. of 
corriges , ſed vierw- The manner wil be after an humble and ſerious inuocation of the holy 


beſcar, Tolle re arer- Ghoſt , to cal to mind al your lite, according to the courſe and progreſſe of. 


$2 199 , &> conflitne ages, remembring your ſelfe of the places where you haue made abade, the 

wy om erſons with whom you haue conuerſed, the affaires which you haue hand- 

led , the ſinnes to which you haue been moſt inclined, and which moſt affli& 

' your conſcience.Obſcruing alſo (if.it bepoſhible)the number of thoſe which 

are moſt heynous, which'it it cannot be done, doe not ſearch them out with 
penſfiuenefle and anxiety. 

hoc The order which ought to be obſerued,is,torun through the law or theten 

9 "oe "IRE Commandments of God , and thoſe of the Church, taking enery one in his 

tace conſcientie, place, As vpon the firſt commandment, to exannne the finnes of infidelity, of 

contempt of holy things, of impiety , ſorceries,diuinations , magick, drea- 

mes , {uperſticions, diſtruſts of the mercy of God, preſumptions of ones 

owne 


Multa D. Th, 


ſclues. Ir ſeemeth we now haue our heads turned backward, neuer to know? 


f 
PRACTIZE OF CONFESSION. 177 
owne ability , languiſhment, coldneſſe,hypocrifies, impurities,ſacri ledges in 
che ſeruice of God, ſpeaking diſtin&tly vponeuery word, wherein and how;by 
what motiue and to what purpoſe. | 

11, Vpon the ſecond, vnneceſlary oaths, falſe oaths , blaſphemies ; execras 
tions, prophanation of things ſacred and words of Scripture. | 

11]. Vpon the third, the excerciſe of labour, trafick, of ciuil and criminel iuC- 
tice, andother workes forbidden onSundayes. | 

The irreuerence committed onthis great day in neglecting to heare the 
whole Maſſe, or ſome notable part thereof, and employing al your time in 
excelſe of tongue, dances, maskes, follies, ſenſualities, 

IV. Vpon the fourth , contempt, hatred , diſtaſt, ingratitude, irrenerence, 
diſobedience towards father and mother , kinred, and Superiours : Negle& 
towards your ſubies, vaſſals, and houſhold ſeruants, 1 

V, Vpon thefift , the clamours, enmities, quarels, violences , faithleſneſſe, 
iniuſtices, oppreſſions, poyſonings, abortions, ſlaughters, malice, Outrages; 
cruelties committed againſt your neighbour, The il vſage of your owne per- 
ſon, by perplexity , deſpayre, or impatient deſire of death, 

VI. Vpon the 4xt, tornications, adulteries, inceſts, whoredomes, rauiſh- 
ments, ſecret mariages, ſacriledges, ſelte-ſoftneſſes, pollutions , il vſe of ma- 
riage, and other infamous luxuries which Tertullan termeth monſters. Adde 
#l that whichattendeth on wantonneſle, as diſhoneſt thoughts, vnchaſt words, 
Jaſciuious glancings, kifles, touches, books, pictures, comedies, loue-letters, 
dancings , maskes , too free conuerſations with euident danger of finne, and ' 
ſometime charmes, loue-potions,or other attraRiues, charaGers,and witch= 
crafts. | | 

VII. Vpon the ſeuenth, thefts, pilferies, robberies, conniuence with thieues 
falGfication of inſtruments, — , ſeales, wils, contra&s , cedules, obli- 
eations, falſe purchaſes, falſe buyings , falſe ſales, falſe coynes , deceits; 
defraudarions , ſurprizes,vſurpations ofthe goods of the Church, ſimonies, 
vſuries, delayes of reaſonable payments, iniuſtices,litigious wranglings,ex- 
celline expences, foule play in game, cruelties towards the poore , and ſuchi 
likethings, 

VII. Peachy eygbt, falſe witneſſes and ſollicitations thereof, calumnies; 
diffamatory libels, lyes, impoſtures , hypocriſics, diſſimulations , flatteries, 
treaſons, confuſion of your neighbour. 

IX, Vpon the ninth, enterprizes and deſignes contrary to mariage , by ſedu- 


«ing the parties with words, ſignes, geſtures, letters, guitts, attrations,with 


deliberate purpoſe and vnbridled defire of finne, 

XN, Vpon the tenth, diſordinate thirit of riches, principally to the preiudice 
of your neighbour, 

Vpon the commandements of the Church, the omiſſions of maſle , or notable ne- 
pligences and diſtractions in hearing it on feaſts commanded. The ſinne 
againſt abſtinence trom meats and faſts appointed ; againſt the vie of Sacra- 
ments of confeſſion and communion; againſtthe obſeruation of times fit for 
mariage, againſt faith and ſinceriry inthe payment of tyths. 

Amongſt the ſinnes againſt the law of God and ordinances of the Church 
are comprehended the ſeauen ſinnes ; which we cal mortal and capital, As 
againſt the firſt Commandment , the ſinne of pride, in the great opinion of 
your ſelfe , the obſtinacy in yout owne iudgement and wil, the diſobedience 
toSuperiours , the ambition of honours, vanities, vants,follies. The ſinne of 
flouth , in flackneffe , il expence of time , negligence , remiflneſſe of 
courage , puſillanimity. The finne of gloutonny -,, in making a God 
of ones belly. The finne of auarice vpon the ſeanenth. The finne of 
wrath and enuy vpon the fifr, The ſinne of luxury vpon the fixr. 
Behold an aboundance of matter to be examined tn hy con feflion. 

3 Al is 
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Alispropoſed which may haue happened. I doe not fay that we muſt re 
vponeuery point ſcrupulouſly , to ſearch into that which neuer hath bee 
Particular finnes, 4nd (as they ſay )ſhauc an egge.Euery one ought more particularly to deſceny 
intothe vices of his owne nature and profeſſion as Lordsand Gentlemen q 
examine the ſinnes of pride, tyranny, curiolity,delights,in looking after thej 
pleaſures more then the profit of the publike, in exacting things not due, jp 
vſurping the paynes, goods, ſweat, bloud of vaſlals, and,being men,to hay 
ſerucdthemſclues with men in al prodigallity. In neglecting the keeping of 
peaceand juſtice, theduty, charges, and reparation of places to whicht 
ſtand obliged. In giving eſtares , offices , benefices, to vicious and Capes 
ble perſons. 1a violating eccleſiaſtical rites. In notably damnifying , forth 
pleaſures of hunting and hawking , the fields and poigions of others, In 
ſoppingthe courſe of inſtice by fauour. In vexing, tgrmenting , imprifon, 
ning, condemning through paſſion , without lawtul proofe, In ouerlaſhing 
10 ambition, lult, bragging, exceſſue expences and ſuch like things. 
ludges and Magiſtrates, of ignorance, malice, negligences, as being intry, 
ded into their places without capacity, by tauour and money. In behaui 
themſelnes careleſl, without ſerious ſtudy of that which 15 their profeſſion, 
In not ſoundly, ſeriouſly , and ſolidly examining proceſles , but contenting 
themſclues with ſuperficial notice, In giuing ſentence for money and fauour, 
and many times againſt men vnheard, without order or forme of juſtice, 1, 
going our of the circuit of their iuri{{iftion to encroach ypon the authority 
of others. In bearing themſclues with paſſion in atfaires, In entertaining by 
officers.in prologing proceſſes by cautelous references oraffeed lazyneſſe, 
In ſolliciting the wite and daughter, who plead vypon promiſe of fauour, l, 
excrciſing on feſtiual dayes actes of iudicature without neceſlity, In neglec. 
ting the gouernment and weale-publike tor the accommodation of his own 
affaires, In tollerating ſcandalous ſinnes againſt the honour of God. 
Praftiſeof ordina== Women, about their pomps, curiofities,cxceſſes , diflolutions in apparel 
ry Confcihons. and dreſſings, pride, fierceneſſe, boldneſle , impatience, quarrels, loues, ie 
louſies, courtings, idleneſſe, and ſo of thereſt, | 
For thoſe who often confeſſe in ordinary confeſſions it ſufficeth to ers 
Thoughts of 4 mine their thoughts , words , deeds , omiſſions. Of thoughts , ſome are bur. 
ſorts, denſome, ſome affected, ſome bitter, ſome vayne. The burdenſorme, as thoſe 
which proceed againſt faith and honeſty to perſons who much are alienate 
from il affections; and ſuch thoughts ought rather to bedeſpifed then exami. 
ned, The affe&ed, as thoſe of complacence, of curioſity , of our owne com- 
modity, and of ſome paſſion alitle exorbitant towards creatures. The birrez, 
as thoſe of ſuſpitions, iealouſies, diſiaynes, auerfions, choller, The vayne, s 
thoſe which are brought forth at al moments in the childiſhneſle of. a ſcatte 
red yncollected hart , and fly therein as birds doe inthe ayre. It is as impoſl. 
ble as vnneceſſary to take an account ofthem. It is ſuthcient to confeflein 
gencral and to declare the habitudes and diſpofitious of his hart, 
Words the cha- Words are the interpreters of our foule, and the charriots which carry our 
riotsof the ſoule. ſenſes and affetions : Some carry rice, others honey, thereſt viniger. They 
Cary rice who are ouer-ioyous , recreatiue, impertinent , idle, facetious, 
They carry honey, who haue petty affeGations, court-ſhips , lyes, exaggers 
tions, complacences,flatteries, ſoothings, boaſtings, And they beare vineger, 
who are ſome-whar rude, fierce, diſ{lainful, biting , riotous, and il-ſpoken, 
Works, Deeds concerne God, your neighbour, and your ſelfe For that which apper- 
taineth to God, you muſt firſt accuſe your ſelte of defeds 1n the exerciſes of 
deyotion, as prayer, vocal, mental, meditation , examen, ſpiritual reading, 
the Sacraments. For that which appertayneth to your neighbour and your 
felfe, you haue foure horſes inthe chariot of imperfe&ion which tranſport 
many of youraR&ions,to wit, vanity, impatience, curigſtty, negligence, 
Fi ; Vat), 
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yanity intruderh it-ſelfe into al parts , ſaith Caſfianus : into apparel, 
oing. ſpeach,into watchings, prayers, into abſtinencies and faſts, It com= 
Datteth in the midſt of yertues,to triumph ouer vertues. It preſenteth jt-ſ{elfe 
as wel to the victorious as to the aflaylant, Impatierce, in ſo many conten- 
tions and encounters with your neighbour, and if one haue no other aduer- 
fary he ſtrugleth with himſclfe. Curioſity, in too much ſeeking his owne com- 
moditics and eaſe of body. Negl-g-nces in offices , in mannaging of affaires 
and charges : omiſſions , as of good reſolued purpoſes of prayer , & laudable 
a&ions which one ought to doc either by iultice, or by charity ,or by vow, 
or by rule , or by promiſe, or neceſſity. One may vpon this chooſe ſeauen or 
cight imperfe&ions which moſt moleſt him, to be therein ſhort, 

Behol.l as it were the matter of Conteſlions, For the forme to vnfold ones 
ſelfe, no man ſhould make ſtrange if ſome for the comfort of their memory, 
hauingrun ouer the abvidgement and ſummary of matter of Confteſhon, doe 
make an extra& ot that which concerneth them, principally i general 
Confeſſions, The wiſcſt of the Roman Emperours, Auguſtus, was ſo conſiderate, 
that treating vpon ſome affaires with his wife, he ſpake to her by writing, 
to auoid miſtaking. Cana man take too much conſideration in an affaire of 
ſogreat importance which paſſeth with God? 


When the principal points are marked out , they muſt be explicated in ,, Sorrs of cg 
intelligible termes. There are ſome large confciences who haue nothing to ſciences, 


ſay,ſome ſcrupulous who defire to ſay al, and fome reaſonable, who proceed 
therein with mediocrity, To ſay heis a great ſinner, that he hath broken al 
the branches of mortal finnes , that he hath not ferued God fo wel as he 
ſhould,an.ithat if he haue done ſuch or ſuch a thing he asketh pardon, that 
istoſay nothing. You muſt ſpecify and deſcend to particulars, propofe the 
at, deliuer it with lawful and neceflary circumitances, touch the' motiug 
wichout extrauagancies,and the intention which hath excited vs to doe it, & 
continuance of the (inne, to repreſent the ſtate of the faule to the life, Yet for 
al this you muſt not ſo much thinke vpon thts preparation nor the meanes 
to vnfold your ſelfe,that there by the principal part of penance be neglected, 
which is contrition, + | | 

This contrition is a ſorrow to haue offended God , not-principally forthe 
deformity of finne and the feare of punifhment(for thar is.nothing bur attri. 
tion ) but for that this ſinne is committed. againſt God, infiniely good, and 
Infinitly amiable ; and for that one maketh afirme reſolutionto be confeſſed, 
and to preſerue himſclfe from finne inti;ne to come.Behald the point of.con- 
tririon, which to attaine you muſt ſeriouſly and aduiſedly repreſent ts your 
klfe the grearneſſe, goodnefte, power, wiſdome, iuſtice,tone, mercy, benefits 


of God;oppoſed to your malice, weakeneſſe, baſenefſe, ignorance, preſum- yogility of finnty 


ption, miſery , ingratitude,, and wel figure to your'fclte the haſtility of 
morral {inne, to obraine an eternal deteſtarion againſt it; To conſider how ir 
Tuineth riches, honours, credit, reputation, poſterity, and Empires. | That it 
ſoyleth the glory of an innocent lite,and leaueth a.charaGter of infamy,' That 
it ouerthroweth bodies, health , good grace; that it openerh the gares of {q- 
daine and vnexpected death. That ir maketh man blind,dumb'deate, wicked, 
ſenſeleſſe, ſtupid, ſauage,and many times furious and enraged bythe remorſe 
of conſcience. Thatir diſpoyleth a ſoule of al the grades, beauties, excellen- 
cles, priuiledges, loue, fauour of God, hope of life and ſahuation. That 3t kik 
leth it,and rendeth it more cruelly then a tyger or panthet.That a liſo ofGod 
was needfulto take away ſuch a blemiſh,and that if 2 ſoule be fpatredat 
- hower of death , an erernity of flames can nor. deliver ic , and fuch 
IXC, (1 | 1 20 175k I1B77 
| In finnes which ſeeme leaſt; you ſhal alwayes h2ue great cauſe of cantris 
tion, when the benefits of God $hal be repreſemed-vaitp you, which: be 
parti 


Cogtricien 
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Alispropoſed which may hauc happened. I doe not fay that we muſt rg 
vponeuery point ſcrupulouſly , to ſearch into that which neuer hath bee goi 
Particular finnes, 4nd (as they ſay )ſhauc an egge.Euery one ought more particularly to deſceny 
| intothe vicesof his owne nature and profeſſion ; as Lordsand Gentlemen yg 


examine the ſinnes of pride, tyranny, curiofity,delights,in looking after thei _ 
pleaſures more then the profit of the publike, in exacting things not due, in ſary 
. | vſurping the paynes, goods, ſweat, bloud of vaſlals, and,being men,to hav 110 
ſerued themſeclues with men in al prodigallity. In neglecting the keeping of 
peaceand iuſtice , the duty, charges, and reparation ot places to whicht a&i 
ſtand obliged. In giuing eſtates , offices , benefices, to vicious and incapeg tl 
ble perſons. la violating eccleſiaſtical rites. Innorably damnifying , forth, cig] 
pleaſures of hunting and hawking , the fields and poſletions of others, þ | 


ſKoppingthe courſe of inſtice by fauour. In vexing, tormenting , priſon. WM #1; 

ning, condemning through paſſion , without lawtul proote. In ouerlaſhing 

in ambition, luſt, bragging, exceſſive expences and ſuch like things. : 
Ludges and Magiſtrates, of ignorance, malice, negligences, as being intru il ©, 


ded into their places without capacity, by tauour and money. In behauing 


themſelnes careleſl , without ſerious ſtudy of that which 15 their profeſſion, = 
In not ſoundly , ſeriouſly , and ſolidly examining proceſles , but contentin ſox 
themſclues with ſuperficial notice, In giuing ſentence for money and fauour, 

and many times againſt men vnheard, without order or forme of juſtice, ly :nt 
going out of the circuit of their iuriſ4i&tion to encroach vpon the authority ſay 
of others. In bearing themſclues with paſſion in atfaires, In entertaining bal Ml je 
officers.inprologing proceſſes by cautelous reterences oraffeced lazyneſſe, BF ;he 


| Inſolliciting the wite and daughter, who plead vpon promiſe of fauour, iﬀl © 
exerciſing on feſtiual dayes actes of iudicature without neceſlity, In neghee. 
ting the gouernment and weale-publike tor the accommodation of his own Wl aq 
affaires. In tollerating ſcandalous finnes againſt the honour of God. 
Praftiſcof ordina= Women, about their pomps, curiofitics,exceſſes , diffolutions in appar 


ry Confcilions. and dreſſings, pride, fiercenefle, boldneſſe, impatience, quarrels, loues, ies ;1 


louſies, courtings, idleneſle, and ſo of thereſt, SH to1 

For thoſe who often confeſle in ordinary confeſſions it ſufficeth co ex ll yþ 

Thoughts of 4 mine their thoughts, words, deeds , omiſhons. Of thoughts , ſome are bu. ] 
ſorts, denſome, ſome affe&ed, ſome bitter, ſome vayne. The burdenſorne , as thoſe def 


which proceed againſt faith and honefty to perſons who much are alienated tio1 
from ilaffe&ions; and ſuch thoughts ought rather to bedeſpifed then exami. inf 
ned, The affeced, as thoſe of complacence , of curioſity , of our owne com ang 
modity, and of ſome paſſion alitle exorbitant towards creatures, The bitter, M tric 
as thoſe of ſuſpitions, icalouſies, diſJaynes, auerfions, choller, The vayne,u WM felt 
thoſe which are brought forth at al moments 1n the childiſhneſſe Ot.a {catte W of c 
red yncollected hart , and fly therein as birds doe inthe ayre. It is as iImpoſl- ptic 
ble as vnneceſſary to take an account of them. It is ſuthcient to conteflein WW mo; 
general and to declare the habitudes and diſpofitious of his hart, rvit 
Words the cha- Words are the interpreters of our foule, and the charriots which carry our BW {oy 
riots of the ſoule. ſenſes and affeRions : Some carry rice, others honey, the reſt viniger. They M ito 
cary rice whoare ouer-ioyous , recreatiue, impertinent, idle, facetious ﬀW qi 
They carry honey, who haue petty affeGations , court-ſhips ,lyes, cxaggers Wl ſen 
tions, complacences,flatteries, ſoothings,boaltings,And they beareVineger, of « 
who areſome-whar rude, fierce, diſ{lainful, biting , riotous , and i]-ſpoken, Cles 
Works, Deeds concerne God, your neighbour, and your ſelfe For that which appt-WW let 
taineth to God, you muſt firſt accuſe your ſelte of defe&s in the exerciſes of WM wa 
deuotion, as prayer, vocal, mental, meditation , examen , ſpiritualreading, the 
the Sacraments. For that which appertayneth to your neighbour and yout © lik; 
K1fe, you haue foure horſes inthe chariot of imperfe&ion which tranſport 
many of your aRions,to wit, vanity, impatience, curigſity, negligen — tio: 
p 


PRACTIZE OF CONFESSION. 13g 
yanity intruderth it-ſelfe into al parts , ſaith Cafianus : into apparel, 


going. ſpeach,into watchings, prayers, into abſtinencies and fafts, It com= 


batteth in the mid(ſt of vertues,to triumph ouer vertues. It preſenteth jt-ſelfe 
as wel to the viRorious as to the aſlaylant, Impatierce, in ſo many conten- 
tions and encounters with your neighbour, and if one haue no other aduer- 
fary he ſtrugleth with himſclfe. Curiefity, in too much ſeeking his owne com- 
modities and eaſe of body. Negl-g-nces in offices, in mannaging of affaires 
and charges: omiſſions , as of good reſolued purpoſes of prayer, & laudable 
aRions which one ought to doe either by iuſtice, or by charity ,or by vow, 
or by rule , or by promiſe, or neceſſity. One may vpon this chooſe ſeauen or 
cight imperfe&ions which moſt moleſt him, to be therein ſhort, 

Behol. as it were the matter of Conteſſions, For the forme to vnfold ones 
ſelfe, no man ſhould make ſtrange tf ſome for the comfort of their memory, 
hauingrun ouer the abvidgement and ſummary of matter of Conteſhion, doe 
make an extra& ot that which concerneth them, principally in general 
Confeſſions. The wiſcſt of the Roman Emperours, Anguſtus, was ſo conſiderate, 
that treating vpon lome affaires with his wife, he ſpake to her by writing, 
to auoid miſtaking. Cana man take too much conſideration in an affaire of 
ſogreat importance which paſſeth with God? 


\ : | 
When the principal points are marked out , they muſt be explicated in , Sorrs of cally © 
intelligible termes. There are ſome large confciences who haue nothing to ſciences, 


ſay,ſome ſcrupulous who defire to ſay al, and fome reaſonable, who proceed 
therein with mediocrity, To ſay he is a great {inner that he hath broken al 
the branches of mortal finnes , that he hath not ferued God fo wel as he 
ſhould, an.ithat if he haue done ſuch or ſuch a thing he asketh pardon, that 
istoſay nothing. You muſt ſpecify and deſcend to particulars, propofe the 
at, deliver it with lawful and neceflary circumſtances, touch the' motiug 
wichout extrauagancies,and the intention which hath excited vs to doe it, & 
continuance of the ſinne, to repreſent the ſtate of the foule to the life. Yet for 
al this you muſt not ſo much thinke vpon this preparation nor the meanes 
to vnfold your ſelfe, that there by the principal part of penance be neglected, 
which is contrition, + 2 Es 

This contrition is a ſorrow to haue offended God , not principally forthe 
deformity of finne and the feare of punifhment(for that is-nothing bur attri. 
tion ) bur for that this ſinne is commitred. againſt God, infiniely good, and 
Infinitly amiable ; and for that one maketh afirme reſolutionto be confeſſed, 
and to preſerue himſelfe from finne inti;ne to come. Rehald the point of-con- 
tririon, which to attaine you muſt ſeriouſly and aduiſedly repreſent ts your 
klfe the grearneſſe, goodnefte, power, wiſdome, iuſtice,tone, mercy, benefits 


of God;oppoſed to your malice, weakeneſſe, baſenefſe, ignorance, preſum- Hogitiry of finnty 


ption, miſery , ingratitude,, and wel figure to your' felte the haſtility of 
morral ſinne, to obtaine an eternal deteſtation againſt it; Fo conſider how it 
ruineth riches, honours, credit, reputation, poſterity, and Empires. That 
foyleth the glory of an innocent lite,and leaueth a.character of 1nfamy.,. Thae 
it ouerthroweth bodies, health , good grace; that it openerh the gares of {g. 
daine and vnexpected death. That ir maketh man blind,dumb'deafd; wicked, 
ſenſeleſſe, ſtupid, ſauage,and many times furious and enraged by the remorſe 
of conſcience. Thatit diſpoyleth a ſoule of al the grades, beauties, excellen- 
cles, priuviledges, loue, fauour of God, hope of life and ſahuation. That it kik 
leth it, and rendeth it more cruelly then a tyger or panthet. That a life of;God 
was needful to rake away ſuch a blemiſh, and that if 2 ſoule be ſpotted at 
— hower of death , an eternity of flames can nor. detiuer ic , and fach 
tke, | T1 1 
| In finnes which ſeeme leaft;you ſhal alwaycs h2ue great cauſe of contri» 
tion, when the benefits of God $hal be repreſerred:-vntp you, which: be 
parti 


Cogtrictiew; 
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ME. Goes \ ater IIs a _ 


Proceeding in 


confellion, 


Neceſſity of exa- 


men» 


Gulielm. parifienf,, It is ſaid the ecclypſe of the Sun cauſeth the earth quake:and the ecclypk 
c..2.Sacro.paenite. Of reaſon by ignorance of the interiour man produceth great diſorders inthe 
ſoule. For the wicked ſpirit (ſaith Procopius)vponthe firlt of Kings endeauoy 
rcth to vie vs as did the Ammonites the inhabitants of Iabes : They ſeekety 
| out our right eye, and to bereaue vs the ſight of our ſelues, to bury vs i 
nicencem 1ſcrivit is-. great and deep confuſions,But let vs make vſe of al the lights which Gol 
hath giuecn vs, to caſt refle&ions into the bottome of our thoughts. Thee 
ſerence is an admirable tribunal, where iuftice pleadeth and mercy ſentenceth. Al that whil 
the one writes the other blotteth out , putting as it were the point of the pen vpon the bath 


In hoc tribunali ſedet 
wnſericordia, aſuidet 
autem ijuftitia , vbi 


guicquid contre pe PU 


fiitia totum deler mi. 


ſeri.ordia, acumen 


Pyli velus f gens in 


corde pemicentis, 


Delrio ſerm de 


Coaſcientia, 


ſenſe; Althe people which enter inby heapes,are the obicdts of the creatures 
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particularly and perſonally :hath conferred vpon vs, oppoſed to our chi 
diſheſle of hart, tepidity, ſlackneſle, infidelity , negligence, ingratitude, 4, 
for the proceeding to cofeſlio, the preparatiues being wel made,ir is need, 


to chooſe a Confeflour who hath toure qualities, iuriſdiction, repurati 


knowledge, diſcretion, and atter you haue confeſſed to him entirely , fait 
fully , fincerely, to accompliſh the pennance enioyned you with obedience 
promptneſle, and pun&ual diligence, afterward'totake anew ſpirit, to reſi 
temptations, and to buſy your {clfc in good workes with more couray 


- hen euer. 


” 
nd 


SECTION - Ad 


The pra Fe of” examen, 
4 


<<; 


of G 


the penitent, 

A good Interpreter of the Scripture relateth the viſion of a wiſc may 
who on aday ſought for the houſe of conſcience, and it ſeemed to him kt 
beheld a Citty built with goodly architecture, beautified with fiue gates, 

; which had as many narrow paths ending in one larger way. Vpon this wy 
ſtoodaRegiſter,who tooke the names of al paſſengers ro record the, Beyond 
that he ſaw two Tribunes,attended by a great concourſe of the common pes 
ple,who gouerned the inferiour partes of the Citty: Aboue was beheld a Cit 
tadel, whereina great Princeſſe commanded, who had aſcepter in hand anl 
crowne on her head. 

By her fide was a Lady very ancient & venerable, who in one hand held: 
torch with which ſhe lighted this Queen, and in the other a goad whierewiti 
the pricked her,if ſhe gouerned not according to her direction, 

The wiſe man amazed asked in his hart what al this trayne meant, andiv 
hearda voice within , which ſayd vnto him : Behold thy ſelfe ere thou ar 
aware arriued at the houſe of conſcience which thou ſoughtſt tor, T heſe fut 

ates thou ſeeſt arethe five ſenſes. The way where they al meet 1s commot 


of the 


22x HE praQtiſe of confeſſion is made more eaſy by the exameng 
> conſcience,as wel general as particular, Thinke not too muchis 
iy required of your profeſſion if there be ſpeach vied to youd 
224 the examen of conſcience, Not onely the Philoſophers hay 
made it, as Pythagoras, Seneca, Plurarch, but poorc barbarous India 
by the relation of Apulcius, rooke an account euery cuening of the good au 
Euil they had done eachday. This is it , which is required of you, Prepar 
daily a litle Conſiſtory of 1uſtice in your conſcience; ſee what paſſeth withiy 
your ſelfe, acknowledge your defects, and amend them to preuent the 1uſti 
od 
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ur chill of the world , which firſt crouch our ſenfes before they paſſe into the ſoule, 
de. Aſt his Regiſter who writerh downe the names is imagination, that keepes 


record ofal things : Theſe two Tribunes are the two apperites, the one 1s 
called the appetite of concupiſcence, which is euerin ſearch atter it's de- 
lires, the other the appetire of anger, extremely ftriuing to ſtrike at al obſta- 
cles which oppoſe it's good, either real or pretended: This maſle of people 
thou ſeeſt are the paſſions , which make il worke in the inferiour parts of 
the Citty : This Princeſſe in the Cirtadel with crowne and ſcepter, 1s rea« 
ſon : The ancient and venerable Lady by her fide is conſcience : She hath a ts 
torch to ſhew the good way , and the goad to prick thoſe that wander: Ina ſpivicus corrector a 
word, if thou defireſt ro know what conſcience 35,it is a ſoucraigne notice of peq:gogur amp. = 
good and 1], which Gad imprefleth on our harts as with a hor iron, and is S.Thom. i.p., 4.79. 
yery hard to be taken off, FENG 3 
Happy he who often viſiteth this interiour houfe God hari giyenhim, 
and pondereth al his thoughts , his words, and actions, to adaptthem to the 
meaſures of the eternal law. 4 9 1 WM zh 
You know a general examen hath fiue parts: Thanh -giving, ingocation;difcuſ- Parts; 
ſon,per:ti5,reſolution.ln than k.s- gruing we thanke God principally tor rhe-benehits 
receiuedthat day. In inxocation 'the light of heauenis required to -knaw our 
ſinnes and amend them, In diſcufio# an accountis asked of our ſpule, running 
youdMthrough the howers of the day,of thoughts , words, workes, and omifhions, 
'S hauW1n pericion pardon of our finnes is jmplored. In tne vp-ſhur of al, gead purpoſes 
Indian MY are made to corre ones (ele by the aſiftace of grace. }t youthinke to liye in 
od aniffſuch purity rhar you may fin.i nothing more to examine, it is:for want of light 
reparMWor application of mind,Know there are (ix things ener to bulic the moſt per- 
with fe& in their examen, } (14. EET. 
iuſtic The firſt, ro ponder the roots of our defeRs, errours,imperfeRions.. The _— _ 
; J l nth y iy 
ſecond, to ſec the remedies which may be: giuenthereanto. The third, to ,_q fee, 
| diſtinguiſh crue and folid vertues from thoſe which are no other then yerrues | 
10 chef io apparence. The fourth, to pick out in al our workes the intentions and 
eauos WF motiues which tranſport vs, and what the affections are, which at that time . ! 
eke ti goucrne our ſoule, The fifth, to ſee what wanteth of perfe&ion ta good 
y vs ny workes which we doe, and how they may be performed with the mait ac- 
h Golf compliſhment, The fixt, to compare our gaines,our ladies ; our increaſe,our 
hee WY decreaſe in matter of vertue; : mes 
at whid A particular examen is made, when one vndertaketh to wraſtle with one 
: hats vice alone, an toextirpate one ſole imperte&tion. For hethat wil ſamerime TO 
irike atthem in groſle reſſembleth the ſouldier of Sertorrus who tugged at a Plurar,in Sertor, 
c man, horſe's tayle by ſtregth of arme to pul it quite away: Another more wiſe puld KN 
11m leiW© ut off haire after hairc,and ſo preuayled, Thelike happenethiinour. vices and | 
gares, WW defeRs, He muſt pul them away by litle threads who witeffeually corre& 
1s wy {Wthem, Wherefore , one riſeth in the morning with a thought not:to fabthat 
yon day into ſuch an imperfe&ion, and to oppoſe it in-euery. place,.as Toms 
n peo-WW enemy: which one would vanquiſh. After dinner retiring; himſelte.apatr he 
| a Cit- WY doth three things, The firſt, roaske an account of his. ſoule of the relapſes 
nd al Which haue been made intothis imperfection. The ſecand,to notethenum- 
ber, making ſo many pricks with a pen. The third, ta purpoſe to:arme him- 
held1 i {elfe for the reſt of the day. After ſupper the like cxerate iy made,and ſo one 
rewitl i findeth out from day to day, fram weeke to weeke, from:moneth ro-moneth; 
what profit is made. There is no imperfection ſo deeply rooted which is 
and WI not pulled away by-the grace of God, you remayning/in the conſtancy of 
ou at MW uch an exercile. TY 62 22.6 6 1 wo doit 
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1 V 
wil 
yn! 
SECTION. AL o 
we 
The prattixe of communion. - 
ma 
tot 
RAE 1. thoſe who diſpoſe themſelues to a life more chriſtiz 
EE know they haue not a meanes more wholeſome nor effeguſÞrat 
VI co acquire and preſerue the grace of God thenthe SacrameyMWvo 
® & of the Altar, and for this cauſe it is fit both often and duch Bet 
Comunion with. £ >. © haue acceſſe thereunto, Buta beautiful looking-glafſey 
ls by "v4: ® 2 golden frame in the houſe of a blind man; an excellent lwW po! 
; "> in the chamber ot the deafe; a goodly diamond in atrufle of ſtraw ; a hone. be 
comb in the throte of a dead lyon, what auayleth al this? The blind man ſea 
not the deafe heareth nor,the diamond ſparkleth not, the honey-comb no MW 11: 
riſheth not And what profiteth likewiſe the Bleſſed Sacrament ina faint, 1 "9: 
guiſhing,and indiſpoſed ſoule ? Imagine according to that which the learne(iſſ t 
Euchariſt the fofi- Kupertus ſaith, that the Bleſſed Sacrament is the fountaine of terreſtrial pa but 
taine of Paradice, djce,which wartercth the whole Church with it's delicious refreſhings, hel 
"A b Al the faithful draw from thence, but al come not with the ſame diſpe ſon 
hats, © fition. Somebring thither a hart of paper,that is to ſay, a childiſh hart whia|M fait 
5 padleth inthe water and no whit profiteth, Others a hart like a fiue, thar lei #19: 
al goe through, and retayneth nothing but a litle moyſture, The reſt a hare v1! 
a ſponge, which is aboundantly repleniſhed with the fauours and mercie 4" 
of God. If youdeſireto communicate fruitfully , make a preſent to yorſM {cnt 
celeſtial ſpouſe ( who is pleaſed to feed amongſt lillies ) of a lilly of fixleiff ned 
Lillie with fix lea- ues. There are fix remarkeable qualities which muſt be had to accomplibſy th 
ues to communi- this excerciſe, Two before communicating, deſire and purity : Two in con 
— municating , humilitaty and charity : Iwo after communicating, than hay 
giving and renouation of the inward man by the oath of fidelity, = con 
Deſire. You muſt then endeauour from the eue of the day you are to receinet| t10 
; ' makea furnace of deſires in your hart, that ſo you may ſay with the Prophet yp 
Hier, 20, Factur eff Hieremy: 1 feele in my-hart a burning fire , which fixeth it-ſelfe cuen in my bones , and! of ( 
In corde mes graſs violente thereof is ſuch that I cannot beate it. Let vs goetothis ſacred table as tiM 101 
_— oma BY thirſty Hart to the ſtreame of waters, as an hungry creature to a feaſt, as ti] 01 
1 ons "1 bridegroom to the wedding athouſand times defired , as rhe couetous rofl i 
ſuftinews. mine of gold,as the conquerour to ſpoyles. Is not there matter ſufficient uſd Pall 
ſerue as a/{purre to your deſires,ſfince there is our beginning, our origen,ouli *9 !! 
Tobio treaſure,our ſoucraigne good? for 
Omnia ſomali wm  Themother of yong Toby (ighing ſayd : My ſonne, al our treaſures, oxr riches, '* 
babemes non debui= Honours,0ur contentments,our delights were in thy per ſon, and therefore we ought neaer kW $4 
mus demittere ve, ſeperated fram thee,. But it is verily in this ſubie& we have true cauſe to ſpealrſWQ $'v! 
ge ths theſe words, Al is'in the ſacred Euchariſt;the body, the bloud, the ſoule, thM 82 
Eucharith o* © life, the humanity, thediuinity of Ieſus Chriſt, al that which he hath deriuel | 


from theeternal Father,al that which he hath taken from our nature, he yed-W Yu 
deth vs-in this Blefled Sacrament, and doth as the bee who robberh tl <1le 
flowers of his Maſters garden toreſtore al againe in honey.Al the perfeRiaſ 22t 
which our Lord hath conferred on his owne Perſon, are ſeaſoned to vs inthiiſÞ hi 
high and maieſtical myſterie, as in a honey-comb. It is an extenſion of tit be 
Incarnation of the SonneGod:He was once hypoſtartically vnited to one folk hcl 
man, but heer he is vnited to al men as oftentimes as they receiue = byy foto 

| a viicen 
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\ viſceral tranſfuſion of himſelfe, as one ſhould melt one piece of waxe 


within another ( as ſaith $. Cyril. ) And then who would nor deſire ſuch an 

vnion of a Sauiour ſo merciful with a ſinner ſo miſerable ? of a ſoueraigne 

Pnifitiau with alick man ſo remedylefſe? of aKing ſo powerful with a vallal 

5 wretchei? of a Father ſo benigne with a ſonne ſo retraftary ? May we not 

wel ſay,that they whichtalt not this celeſtial viand haue theirrellithes mach 

dulled with the leeks and onions of Azypr? May we not afhrme that they 

Jead no otaer life but of a muſhrome? Ought we not al the night betore ro |, 

make our harts ſparkle in good deſires and iaculatory prayers , when we goe 

tothe bed of our ccleltial bridegroome. 

Endeauour then to awakenand cheriſh your deſire with a thouſand aſpi. 

Fear Mration; and cleuations of hart, and haue alwayes in your mouth ſome good 

rameyMWwords, which may be the pledges aud carncit-pennies of your intentions, 

d duch Bchold the firſt leate of the lilly, : | | 

lafſey The ſecond 1s called purity, | ſpeake not of that which concerneth the Sec6d leafe of th 

ent lM porging of mortal ſinnes by conteſſion, which is wholy necellary and cannot lilly, purity, 

hone, MW be omireed without ſacrile.ige; 1 ſpeake of purity more ſubtile and tine, 

n es which conſiſteth in faith, affections, and intentions You ought firſt to haue a | 

ib no MY fiogular faith, and a moſt worthy an4 ſerious vnderſtanding of the_myſterie, — wy 

ntl. vor nel y in belicuing what the Church reachcrn vs of this Sacrament,either cogmunion, OY 

learneff of the reality of the pretious boy ot our Saniour or of rranſ{ubſtantiation; | 

1l Pa MY but to belicue: it ſincerely, cleerly, firmely, without curioſity, reſtriction, or 

S. heſication; not as thoſe who conuinced and as it were coatounded witn rea- 

> dif WY ſon, doe in ſome ſort belicuc, and vpon the leaſt occaſion repent in their 

- whial@ faithlcfſe hart what they haue belieued, and make to themiſelues a faith 

hat len floating ani racking vp and downe like clouds vader the breath of the 

hare winds. When you goe ro recciue the Bleſſed Sacrament, you mult doe as 

nercigh 4674b4m did in his Sacrifice, hold the bond-men and afle, which are your 

0 yorlſl {cnſes, ar the foor of the hil, and let your wil and vnderſtanding aſcend, light- 

fixla MJ ned with the torch of fairh, euento the height , to finke it-{clie downe into 

mplib] thoſe reſplendent nights ofthe wiſdome of neauen. 

n con For purity of intention , which is the character of our ations, I would 

hank haue nothing (ide-wayes nor bearing vpon any byaſle : 1 wil not that you 

WH communicate for ſome humane reſpect , ſome ciuil decency, or to pleaſe 

einen thoſe whoſe fauour you deſire, nor for ſomertrifling vanity , and ſomerimes 

rope hypocriſy , or other ends & aymes which are tarre eltranged from the wayes 
of God. You muſt communicate with intention to vnite your ſelfe to God 
your beginning, to whiten and gild your ſelte with his lights, to enkindle 

 astixM your ſelte the more in his loue, to retaine the memory of that Sacrifice 

1s tot which he offered on mount Caluary, that is to ſay, of his moſt venerable 

ent vi paſſion; to appeaſe the anger of Go4 for as in1ny ſinnes as are committed; 

cn,or9} f0 implore the aſiſtance of heauen for the necciiiries of the Church, as wel 
forthe liuing as dea {3 to obraine for your ſelie & perſons of whom mention 

ches,aſl 15 made ſome victory ouer remprations, tome new vertues, ſome temporal 

ver rk Brace, in as much as ſha] concerne the ſpiritual ſtate, Briefly for thanks. 

ſpeake gluing for the benefits which we recciue from his diuine Maicſty both in 

le, th general and particular, 

eriuel Purity of affe&ions conſiſteth principally in two points : To.baniſh from Purity of 4ﬀe&i$; 

e yea Your hart al animoſities, reuenges,quarrels, puntillioes,and readily to recon- Z 

ch theſ <ile your (elfe before you come to the Altar : The other is to free your ſelfe, 

eco] Pt onely from affections diſhoneſt and vnlawtul, but alſo a litle exorbitgne, 

inthi}} which one may haue to any creature wharſocuer, it is conucnient your hart 

of tſl Þe -then as a chryſtal-vial filled with cleare water, wherin the leaſt moat of 

ne folſh Yicleannefſe may be ſeen,;It is to put Adonis iri the crib of Berhleem(which here- Adonis in the eat 

- by fotore the intidels did) when we communicate ſtil retayning impure paſſions of Betheleem, = 

11cen with 
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with a deliberate purpoſc, 
Germanus Patriarci1of Conſt.cntinople in his Theory ſaith the pixe , which i 

the veilel and reſting-place where the Bleſſed Sacrament 1s put, is cally 
ciborium , as one would ſay the Arke of I:ghts, to teach vs that at the ong 
ſight of this Sacrament, we muſt diſpel al thoughts of darknefſe which hþ; 
polleſſed our ſoule. And tor the better oarayning this purity it 1s goody 
praiſe ſume deuotions inthe cue ot receiuing, as mortitication of rongy 
by retirement an: ſilence,as abſtinence, or ſome other excerciſe of humiliy 
Exod. e: or worke of mercy. Waea rhe day commeth , run to this heauenly Manna j 
What ought tobe the morning : Amuze not your ſelfe roo muchin decking and accommuogz 
done on rhe day of ting your boly ,nor in ſcattering an dilordering your mind in vayne carg 
Communion, an. ſollicitudes, but keep the veſſel of your hartas a wel-(topped pot, 

HP" poiwre itout at the tavle of your ſpouſe. It is ar the inſtaat of receiuing thy 
3.and 4.leafe of the EZ, } : oO: 
lilly you mult i:nitate the Seraphins of the Prophet Eſay , to hold al your wing 
Imitation of Sera ſtil but onely rwo, which are humility and charity : ſheſe are the two win 
phins, Iſay.6, on which you ought to peyze your ſelte ar your pleaſure , firſt groundingy 
in reuereace ' before the eyes of this incffable Maieſty, abaſtag your ſelf 
euen to the center of your nothing , treading vnder-foort al preſumprion 
vanities, follies, by a moſt perfe& humility of ſpirit, Secondly to {tirrey 
lively and ardent affeCtions with al the endeauour of your hart, and ifthy 
ſuflicenot, offer al to God inthe vnion of his onely Sonne and merits of the 
moſt Bleſſed Virgin Mary. 

To cheriſh the affe&tions of theſe holy vertues , you muſt haue yoy 
prayers, meditations, and conſiderations vpon the Blefled Sacrament we 

"7p prepared and digeſted with variety, that you may {til hold your deuotioniy 
C >1Giderations for brearh, as, : 
C >nmun10n, I. To repreſent Moyſes in the buſh burning, ſeize1wirh a holy fire, wh 
M »+ſes before the ard theſe words: Put off thy shoes , taks away thy ſenſual affections, the Lind bm 
mg pos, is bly ; yea it 1 the Hot) of Hvlies : This is the noble fire which enflameth Angel 


Germ Parriarch, 
in Theoria, 


Mouing wings, 


Solue calce :menti de k , <<; 
peliburmur,tocus im 10 heauen & pure ſoules on earth, which 1s enchaſed within the ſpecies ofthe 


gi ftas terra ſane Sacrament, What ought you then to doe? : 
- "GP Fe 11. Torepreſeat vnto your ſ{elte that your ſoule is as the Hoſteſſe of the 
20. 44. The Hoſ- Prophet Elizeus , the good Sunamite, who prepareth her hart as a lodging fg 


tellc of Elizcus, . _ pe + 
the King of Prophets, thanks-giuing as atable, humility tor a ſeat, and cinarit 
fora candle lighted, | 

Ruch.z.8 9. 111, To repreſent to your ſelfe that it is a Ruth , who accounted ir a grex 


#nle mibj hac vtin- 


» 3 . Go] c NS I » 
a eretos dre fauour to bec{teemed by Boox , and to haue leaue to gleanc ta the fields after 


| oculos tw9s ? & noſſe ÞIS harueſt men, and acknowledging with gratituue {o ſmal a benefit, ſheſai 


me divnaverts prregrt- with her tace proſtrared on the earth : From whence commeth this fauvur which | 
nam mulierem? haue gayned mn your preſ nce ? From whence proceeueth that You dergne ro know me wh 
Efter 7 2. np oft ©1907 4 poore forraigner ? What ought youto lay? S's 
getitiotua *ſther.v8 IV. Thatit1s as the humble Eſther betore Aſſuerns, and that it kiſſeth the 
derur nbi*' Erquid vis golden rod, and moreouer that it vnderitandeth thete words : War is th 
firs? Eviam dnmdis demand, E(ther ? Tel me, to the end it may be granted, WVi.4t woul:ift thou haue me in! 
40h cl ws | Y if thou askeſt me tbe moyty of my Kingdome , thou sþalt haue tt. Anſwer » Y OU would 
6s nothing but the King, and that he alone ſuſhcerth you, 
Meohiboerh, V. Tnatitisas Mephiboſeth, the ſonne of lonathas, to whom David ſpake 
z Reo.s, theſe words : My meaning is, you shal eate at my table al the dayes of your bit 
Et t» -omeles panem What anſwered this litle ſonne of the King therevpon ? Alas, Sn, 
in men'a mra 'emper, ypho am 1 your poore ſeruant that you pleaſe tov caſt your eye vpon me , a dead ui 
Q- x -g2 ſum ferns Each as 1 am? | 


01-41, e pe- —_ . . . 
wy Ws "bs; | VI: That it is as Ionathas, who extreamely tired dipped the end of a wand 


moriuum? which he carried in his hand into an honey-comb, and litting itro his lips, 
J + "—_{_ at that inſtant behold his eyes, before heauy and oppreſled , became cleare 
Oonatias, 


againe , and his body reaſſumed new and freih vigour. There ncedeth _ : 
lit 
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PRACTIZE OF COMMVNION. , = 
lile conſideration ro a wel compoſed ſpirit, borh to caſt it preſently downe 
by humility into the centerof nothing, and-to raiſe it by loue cuen abouethe 
empyreal Heauen, One may likewiſe cuery time he receiueth preparediiters 
meditations to entertaine himſelte more at large, either before or after the 
myſterie, : | 

I. As meditation vpon the hiſtory,conſidering 1.the eating of the lamb, 2: 
The waſhing of feet. 3; The inſtiturion ofthe Bleſſed Sacrament, 

11. The names, as Euchariſt, Communion, Sacrifice, Bread, Viaticum, & 
other ſuch like , practiſing your ſelfe to ſearchour the reaſon of euery one, 
with application of ſpirit to derive from thence things aggreable to the 
name which one meditateth : As ypon the name of Communion, the reſolu- 
tion of peace,concord, and charity, 

111; The figures , as the bread and wine of Melchiſedech , the Paſchal Lamb, 
Manna, the bread of Eljas, meditating vpan the hiſtories and conformities 
which they haue with this diuine myſterie, and the fruits we oughtto draw 
from thence. 

IV. The cauſes of the inſtitution, 1. Asto ſerue vs for a memory of the Paſ. 
fon, 2. An incitement ot lone and charity. z. For ſpiritual nouriſhment. 4.For 
Sacrifice. 5. For a pleadge of beatitude,conſidering whether we anſwer to the 
intention of the Sonne of God in this ation; Atrer receiuing you muſt reſt 
vpn the two laſt leaues of the lilly , which are chanks-giuing, and renouation 


althe powers of heauen and crearures of the earth, toplay your part as if you 
were a litle ſtring of the great harp of the world, To ofter to God the whole 
world as 2 votiue-table hanged on his altar, colle&ed inthe perfeGtions of his 
onely Sonne, who is wholy yours, being fo freely giuento you , ſo ſolemnly; 
ſo irreuocably, as he whoſe Diuinity, ſoule, lite, fleſh, and bloud you haue in 
this incomprehenſible Sacrament. To give him thanks tor the ipfinit riches 
hehath placed inthis ſacred humanity which yon enioy, and for that he hath 
given to you his Sonne for father, brother, Maitter, leader , Redeemer ; for 
the good he communicateth to al faithful people by the meanes of this inex- 
bauſtible fountaine of grace, for the ſpecial tauours he hath done to you and 
yours, for the natural tallents with which he hath adorned you, and likewiſe 


Other confdersz 


tions, 


5. and 6, leafe of 


the lilly. 


; . of What youare to | 
brit; You then muſt adore this grear gueſt whom you haue in your hart, with doe after Commus 


n1on, 


forthe yarious change of comforts and diſcomforts with which he hath en. * 


terlaced your life Briefly, forthe preſent viſit which he hath made inthe houſe 
of your hart, ſo il prepercd, | 

After adoration and thanks-giuing followeth perition for the faithful 
and vnfaithful , whoſe conuerſion we defire : For the Church and al the 
Prelats which goucrne it , namely him whom he hath appointed to be 
our Paſtour : For the perſon of the King and .at the Realme : For his 
kinred , freinds , benetaRours lining and dead, To aske for your ſelfe 
ſeauen guifts, which a holy Virgin ( by the relation of S. Bonauenture ) 
Ca ly begged of God. 1, Effetual grace to accompliſh the law of loue. 2. To 
loue al that God loueth. z. To hate al he haterh, 4. Humility , chaſtity, 
obedierice ; contemyrt of the world, garniihment of al vertues. 5. That God 
would make his true Temple of our ſ{oule and body; 6, That he would giue 
Vs his viſion ih beatitnde. 7. That he may be diuinely ſerued in this place 
Where you receiuc the Bleſſed Sacrament, and in al the other parts of Chri(- 
rendome. To conclude, to makein the end a rezewing of the oath of fidelity, 
which we hane ſworne to our great Maiſter, andto employ our time in his 
ſeruice with more diligence then cuer : and. ſince we are vpon the palme- 
iree , ler vs gather the fruits , which are ſpiritual food , ſtrengrh againſt 


Ronauent, I, 6; 
med, Cc. ;, 


Fruits of Commun 


Ton, 


temptarions , heauenly alacrity , light of vnderſtandiug , flames of cha- 


ty, vnjon with God ; augmentation ot vertues, hope of glory , renouation 


in al 
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in al our faculties and functions, and namely let vs often ſtay vpon ſom 


s 2 Y 
particular obie& of yertue which we would aske of our gueſt in_tauouw of Ml , 
t his celeſtial viſitation. ' 
| 
wo | nm — 
| | x 
6 ECD I 0-35; MM. , 
f 
| h 
The Prafjze to heare M aſse. N 
| | ; $ 
a O heare Maſſe is verily one of the moſt ſerious aQions of al 7 W' 
ritual life. Had one althe vnderſianding and reuerence of Angel; il & 
6= to be preſent thereat , it would neuer be enough, Saint 1 
_ | the Aarcopagite ſaith, that exactly to diſcharge this duty we muſ 
Dyonif, de Fccle. | "me e's : | "4 7 IR Frcs 
carch c.' = purity our hart Vſque ad extremas imagines, o diſpoiling it, thatit h 
Y ſqueadextremas may be free fromal imaginations and humane repreſentations: and that jsir n 
imagines, which S. Bonauenture hath more clearely expreſſed , principally {peakingof { 
An excellent ſay-pp;.0.- who celebrate : That the time when they ought to approach , is, when they feeh d 


WE n_ a ſelues wholy changed and become dinint, in ſuch ſort that they bebold not any thing uM 


Cum fucris torus al- God, Philo the Bilhop addeth that the Sacriticers are as the juory neck of the 0 
errety+ , & dimnus ſpouſe , which muſt ſcrue as a channel for the Holy Ghoſt to make his grace b 
eff-cus , #2? giſtil vpon thereſt of the members that are preſent at this Sacrifice, 0 
—_——_ _ The firſt pracize and moſt ordinary to heare Maſle for thoſe who ynder. if 
| andthe words there ſpoken, is, to follow them with application of ſpirit 
and to accompany the ſilence of the Prieſt with ſome meditations or yocd 

prayers. 3: 

The ſecond is , to ſtay ones ſclfe vpon the ſignification of al the parts 
the Maſle : As at the Confiteor to repreſent to your ſelfe man baniſhed from 
Paradicec, miſerable, ſuppliant, confeſling, deploring his linne, Arthe Inca 
the enflamed deſires of al mankind expectingthe Meſſias. Ar the Hymne of 4n 
gels, Glory be to God 0n hegh , the Natiuity. At the prayers, thanks-giuing for ſuch; 
benefit. Ar the Epiſile, the preaching of the Precurſour Saint 1oþn, At the Ghoſpd, 
tiuth preached by the Sauiour of the world, and ſoof therelt, 

The third is todiuide the Maſle into certaine parcels; and behold a ver 
conſiderable manner, Repreſent to your ſelte fine great things inthe myſtery 
of the Maſe , from whence you ought to draw ſo many fruits, Theſe five 
things are, repreſentation, praiſe, Sacrifice, inſtruction, nouriſhment. 

Repreſexration, becauſe rhe Maſſe is aperfect image of the lite and paſſion 
Fine notable our Sauiour, and therefore the firſt fruit you ought to gather trom thence, iz, 
things in myſtery gajly to imprint more liucly in your hart the actions & paſſions of the Sonne 
- —_ ., of God, toconforme your ſe]ferhercunto. | 
dificari inipſe. oe» Praiſe. So many words as are 1n the Maſlc ayme at this purpoſe , to giue 
Cololl; 2, c, praiſe vato God tor this incffable myſtery of our redemption; and to con- 

forme your {clic to this ation you ought to bend al the endeauour of your 
hart to praiſe God vhether it be by vocal or mental prayer. 
Sacrifice. It is a moſt ſingular a& of Religion by which we reuerence and 
Maſſe a Sacri6ce. 2dore God for the infinit glory of his ſoueraigne Being. And the Maſle is2 
truce Sacrifice by eminency , where the life and bloud of beaſts is nor offered, 
but the life of a Sauiour , which is more worth then the life of al Angels 
' and men. Cedrenu« recounteth that the Emperour Iuſtinian cauſed an Altat 
Cedren. in Cor- to be made in the Church of S. Sophia , wherein he vſed al ſorts of mera, 
pend. hiſt, af pretious ſtones , of the richeſt materials which might be choſen ow 


Wonder of Iuſt = ; 
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PRACTIZE OF MASSE: 147 
world in one ſole maiſter-piece, And verily this Sacrifice is the ptime 
worke of God, in which he hath as it were locked vp al that which ts great 
or holy in al the myſteries of our Religion. It wasthe cuſtome daily to pro- 
portion the Sacrifices to the benefirs of Gad., Wheninthe old law he gaue the 

fat of the earth, they offered the firſt-fruits ro him:But now that he hath gran- 

ted to vs the dew of heauen {o long expected, his onely Sonne, we mult render 

to him his Sonne againe , which1s done inthe Sacrifice of the Maſle, And the 

fruit you ſhould deriue from this conſideration, 1s, at the eleuation of the 

hoaſt to offer Ieſus Chriſt to God his Father by the miniſtery of thePrieſt, and 
to offer it, Firſt for a ſupreme & incomparable honour of the dinine Maieſty, 
Secondly for thanks-giuing for al benefits receiued & to be receiued, Third- 
y , to obtaine protection, direion, and proſperity in al your workes, Be. 
fides offer vp al your powers, faculties, functions, ations in the vnion of the 
merits of leſus, | 

Inſt utton, Thoſe who vnderſtand the words of the Maſſe may draw good- mo 4. of 
ly inſtructions from reading the Epiſtle, the Gaoſpel, the Collects. Alin ge- _ 
neralteachvsthe vertues of honour ani reverence towards the diuine Mateſty, 
ſeeing this Sacrifice is celebrated withſo many holy , ſacred, and protoundly 
dutiful ceremonies.0f gratitude,fince God being once offered in the bloudy Sa- " 
crifice of the Crofle, wil alſo be daily preſented ro God his Father in theritle 
of gratitude : Andthat ought toawakenin vs the memory of obſeruing cuery 
benefit of God, with ſome remarkeable a& ot deuotion: Ot Charity towards 
our common Sauiour and towards our neighbour , ſince weſce a life of God 
ſpent for our redemption and al fairhtul people, 4 : 

Nourshment, The cye liverh by light and colours, the bee by dew, the Phee- Nourichmeur. 5; 
nix by the moſt thin and ſubrile vapours; and the ſoule of the fairhful by the | 
nouriſhment which it receiueth in the Bleſſed Sacrament, which is purel , ſpi- 
ritual. This nouriſhment is not onely Jeriucd from the Sacramental Commu- Spiritual Cons 
nion, by the real preſence of the boy of our Sauiour but alſoby the ſpiritual 2uon. 
Communion whichis made when inthe Sacrihce of tie Maſle at the time of 
the Prieſt his communicating rhe ſamediſpoſitions,apprehenfions,and affec- 
tions are entertained , as if really and actually one did receiue, For this pur- 
poſe it is fir todoe three things. Firſt,to excite anew in your ſelfe the as of 
ſelfe-diſlike and contrition for your wretchetineſſe and imperte&ions. The 
ſecond , totake ſpiritually rhe carbuncle of the Altar, not withthepincers of 
the Seraphin , but witha&s ofa molt liuely faith, a moſt refolued hope, and 
acharity moſt ardent, to open boldly the mouth of your hart, and pray our 
$auiour to enter in, as truly by the communication of his graces and fauours 
(which are the rayes of this Sun) as by thereal imparting of his body and 
bloud he giues himſelfe to thoſe that communicare, The third, to conclude al 
your aQtions with a moſt harty thanks-giuing. 't 
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Prattize of Meditation. 


F foure worlds which are the Architype, Intelligible 
Celeitial,and Elementary,prayer imitateth the mot per. 
fect, being a true image of the oeconomy of the holy 
> Trinity , which according to the maximes of Diuiney 
vo £.- Can not pray toany (hauing no Superiour ) yet affordeth 

I a model for al prayers : For prayer,as ſaith Terrullian, is 

EZ compoſed of reaſon, words, and ſpirit: Ofreaſon , as wg 
| may interpret by the relation it hath to the Father ; of 
words, as it is referred to the Word; of ſpirit, by the direction it hathtorhy 
[ third Perſon. Now this principally aggreeth with meditation, For it isthae 
divine filence and delicious rauiſhmenrt of the ſoule which yniteth mantg 

God, and finit efſence to Inhinirt. 

Exod, 22; 29; It is that plenitude and that teare ſpoken of inExodus, according to anan 
Cient tranſlation: Plenitude,becauſc it repleniſheth the ſoule with the fplen. 
dour of conſolations and ſources which diſtil from the Paradice of Gog: 
Teare, yea teare of myrrh , becauſe it diſtilleth vnderthe eyes of God, x; 
doth the tree which beareth myrrh vnder the rayes of the ſun.It is a wonder. 
fulthing to behold this litle ſhrub, which dorh not perpetually expe tobe 
Cut with iron that it may drop forth it's pleaſing liquour , but the ſun reflec. 
ting on the branches thereof becomes as it were a mid-wite, and makethir 
bring forth what is fought after ; which cauſed an excellent wir to ſay , thatir 
drew life out of it's blowes, and made a dug of it's wounds, | 

Oh happy ſoule that refſembleth this generous plant, and which repleate 
with pious deſires, holy affe&ions, and fincere intentions, produceth 
prehenſions and workes a thouſand times more pretious then myrrh , when 
in meditationthe rayes of 1eſus Chrift(who is the true Sunne of tuſtice)ftrikes 
thehart! 

Neceſſity and cafſi= ThepraQize of prayer conſiſterh in mental, vocal,and mixt.Mental is that 

neſlc of meditatis. which is excercized in the hart ; vocal which is formed inthe mouth ; mize 
participateth of both. Thinke itnot to be a new thing nor feuered from your 
profeſſian, to meditate. It were fo if one would make your brayne ſerye as4 
lymbeck for ſubtile and extrauagant raptures , diſguized in new words and 

| formes. But when one ſpeaketh of meditation he aduiſerh youto ponder and 

*1 ruminate the points and maximes which concerne your ſaluation, with al 
ſweetneſle , that fruit moſt aggreableto your condition may be de: ived from 

thence. The faintneſſe, weakeneſle, infidelity, ignorance, drinefle, which rai- 

gneth in your ſoules, commeth from no other ſource, but the want of conſide- 

ratio, Take this worthy excercize couragiouſly in hand, & you ſhal feele your 

hart fatned with the vn&ion of the holy Ghoſt, & your ſoule of a wilderneſſe 

to become alitle Paradice of God. Be not affrighted heerat , as if it werea 


and familiar. What haue you ſo natural in vital life as to breath? And what 
more proper in the intelle&ual then to thinks ? Your ſoule hath no other 
Operation , for night and day it is employed in this exercize. The 
fun caſteth forth beames , and our ſoule thoughts. Gather toges 


ther onely thoſe wandering thoughts which are ſcattered amongſt fo 
i | many 


— 


thing impoſlible for you: vſe a litle method, 8 you ſhal find nothing more eaſy 
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many obie&s into your center, which is God : Employ one part ofthe ſpirit, 
induſtry , inuention ;diſcourſe , which you are endowed withal for the man- 
naging of worldly aftaires : Employ them I ſayin the worke of your ſalua- 
tion, and you ſhal doe wonders. 
1 vndertake not heer torayſe you aboue the eatth, nor inthe beginning to 
lunge you into the7, degrees of contemplation, whereotS., Bonawenture ſpea- 
Leth in the treatiſe he compoſed thereof: 1{peake not to you of fire, vuttion,ex- ot 
taſy, ſpecularion , taſt, of repoſe, or glory, but1 ſpeake that in few words which you What you muſt 
may read more at large in the workes of {0 many worthy men,who haue writ- ——_ to me- 
ten vpon that ſubie&, Firſt know what meditationis, ſecondly how itis or- dxtare wel, 
ered, 
' Meditation properly is a prayer of the hart, by which we humbly , atten. Definition of me; 
tively;& affeionately ſeeke the truth which concernes our {aluation, there- ditation, 
by roguide vs tothe exercize of Chriſtian verrues. That you may meditate 
wel you muſt know the cauſes, degrees , matter , and forme of meditation, 
The principal canſe thereof is God , who infuſeth himſelfe into our ſoule ,to Cauſes, 
frame a good thought, as the ſun doth vpon the carth to produce a flower. It 
isa goodly thing to haue the ſpirit ſubrile and fruitful, 1t is to worke without the 
ſunne (ſaith Origen) ro thinks to doe any thing.beer without the grace of the holy Ghoſt, 
The firſt degree which leadethto good and ſerious prayer is a good life, & 
principally purity of hart, tranquillity of ſpirit, deſire to make your ſelfe an 
inward man. Saint Auguſtine reciteth a ſaying of Porphyrius very remarkeable, Auguſt. 1. 19. de 
which he deriueth fromthe mouth of this perfidious man ,as one ſhould pula ciuitate Dei, c 23; 
thing ſtolne our of a thieues coffer : God the Creatour and Father of this whole yni- Deus omnium Pater 
gerſe harh no need of our ſeruice , but it's our good ro ſerue him and adore him , making of our _ inciges fel 
hfeaperpetual prayer by a diligent enquiry of bis perfetitons and imitation of his yertues,Ob< eum aderamus , ipſ# 
feruethen, the firſt degree of good prayeris gona life, vnam, precem ad 
The ſecond (as welthis Authour hath nated) is the perquiſition,to wit © facicmes, per ine 
the ſearch of veritiesby think.ng onthe things meditated, which arethe ſun- pn I 
dry coſiderations ſuggeſted to vs by the ſpirit in the excercize of meditation. I 
The third is the afte&ion which ſpringeth from theſe conſiderations : Our 
yaderſtanding is the ſteele, and our wilthe flint: Asſ{ooneas they touch one 
another we ſee the ſparkes of holy affections to fly out. We muſt bray toge= 
ther the matters of prayer as Aromatike ſpices withthe diſcuſſion of our vn- 
derſtanding before we can extract good odours, 
The fourth is the imitation and truit of things we meditate on, It is the 
marke at which our thoughts ſhould ayme , otherwiſe if one ſhould pretend 
nothing els but a vaine buſynefle ofthe mind, it would be to as much purpoſe 
todriue away butterflies as to meditate, Good meditation and good ation 
ought ro be entertained as two filters holdingoneanother by the robe, Matter of medita2 
As for the matter of mediration , you muſt know that al meditations are tion. 
drawne from three bookes. The firſt and moſt inferiour is the baoke of the Three books of 
great world, where one ſtudieth ro come by knowledge of the creature to Meditation, 
the Creatour, The ſecond isthe booke of the litle world, where man ſtudieth 
himſelfe , his beginning, his end, qualities, habites, faculties, a&ions, func- 
tions and thereſt. | 
The third is the booke of the heauenly Father, leſus Chriſt our Sauiour,who 
verily is agilded booke , limmed with the rayes of the Diuinity , imprinted 
with al the charaQeers of ſanctity, & from thence an infinity of matrer is dra- 
wne, as thoſe of benefits, of foure laſt things, of the lite, death, and paſſion of 
leſus, 8& of al the other myſteries. You muſt digeſt every one in his time, accor.. 
ding to rhe opportunity ,taſt, & capacity of thoſe who meditate.,Some appro. 
priate meditatios to euery day of the weeke, others make their circuit accor- 
ding tothe month, others follow the order of the myſteries & life of our Sa- 
wour as they are couched inſo many books written of _ matters, . 
3 The 
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contained in fix divide the ſubie& you would medirare on into certaine points, accoringty 
articles, the appointment of ſome DireQour oi the help of a booke : As if zou meg, 
Lo tate vpon the knowledge of ones ſelfe , totake for the firſt point, what my 
is by nature. For the ſecond, what heis by ſinne. For the third , what he may 
be by grace. 
The ſecond, alitle beforc the hower appointed for meditation, to cal intg 
memory the points which you would meditate on, | 
The third, after you haue implored the light and aſſiſtance of the hgy 
Ghoſt, that he would be pleaſed todireR this act to his glory , and thar yy 
haue framed to your ſelfe aliuely thought of the preſence of God , and thy 
ecually you may meditate, to ſelethe points and articles propoſed, ſee. 
ly, attentiuely , affe&ionately :and not to-want matter for cucry point, itjg 
good to weigh the cauſes, the effects , the tenents , and vtmolt limits ofth, 
myſtery we meditate on. L 
Seuen waytstodi- As in the firſt point of the knowledge of your ſelfe, Whar man is according y 
late onesſelfein nature ? A reaſonable creature , intelligent, capcable of the knowledgeg 
meditating in a= Goq Who made 1t? God himfſelfe : He would that his dinine hands (faith S. Bai 
— ſhould ferue him as a womb. What are the eſſential parts thereof ? A ſoule,z 
+ hey Chic body , an vnderſtanding, a memory , a wil. What are the accidental 2 A ge. 
third articlc. neral maſſe of ſo many litle parcels as haue their names and entertain. 
| ' ments, O the powerful hand which hath compoſed. ſuch a maiſter-piecg 
Where was it made ? In the earth, and not in heauen, to reach hum humility, aw 
70 what end made i To prayſe God and ſerue him, & to ſaue himfelte in pray 
and ſcruing him. Who bath concurred 10 it's creation? God. Hath be made vſe of ang 
No : He would attribute the honour of ſuch a worke to himſelfe, And bow 
he make it? He was not content withone ſingle word, as in the creation ofthe 
world, but he put his hand therero, to ſhew it was a more ſupreme effe& df 
his power. And wben did be make bim? After other creatures , to prepare the 
world for him, asa<radle, asa Temple, as a Halto banquet in, and ſuch like 
things. Youſee theſe circumſtances, who, what, where , what help , where. 
fore, when, and how, in cuery ſubie& of what kind ſo-cuer wil leadyoy 
along. 

The ſecond manner to dilate your ſelte when you medicate hiſtory, is,to 
repreſent the diuers perſons with their words,a&ions, and paſſions. As inthe 
myſterie of the Reſurre&ion, The ſoldiers ſhjuering for feare, the Perſon of 
our Sauiour al enlightned with ſplendour ſaying: Courage, I hauc ouercome, 
al power is giuen to me in heauen and earth ; 1 come to wipe away your tex 
res, to make your faces bright-ſhining , to put you into poſleſſion of an eta: 
nal felicity, and ſuch like things. On the other fide Magdalen who ſecketh her 
Maiſter, and not content to behold the Angels ſpeaketh theſe words , which 

Onerſs fron mils om. O1'8n prompteth her: Alcheſe goodly comforters are burdenſome to me: 1 ſecke the Cres 

mes conſolazores,qugrs 10#r , and therefore 1 can not ſee any creature without anxiety. I ſec ke not Angels , but big 

Creatorem , &> id:o who hath made both me and Angels . 

anibi grawic eft a# vi= The third, to repreſent things to your ſelfe by certaine images, figures, and 

bars Foo men ove. Oimilitudes: as Hermas cited in the Bibliothec of rhe Fathers, who meditaring 

- £80 non quaero . . . . . S. # 

Angelos ſedewm quj 0 the toy of worldlings, imagined to himſclfe a delicious meadow , ename- 

feeis me & Angelo, ledal ouer withflowers, where certaine fat and plump ſheep cropped rhe 
graſſe and skipped ro and fro with many iumps inthe delights thereof : And 
inan inſtant this meadow became vaſt, plaine, dry, leane, parched, and bar- 
ren, andthe ſame ſheep appeared ſtaruen, ſcabby, and ful of botches , arude 
ſurly ſhepheard driuingthem ro feed among thorns & brambles, Afterward 
he applied al that to the voluptuous, and made to himſelte a perfect repreſen: 
tationof their life, to auoid their vahappineſle. 

The fourth, to extend your ſelfe by comparing of one thing to mo 

as 


3; Article, 


3. Article, 


The pratiſe and forme of mediration conſiſteth in fix things. The firſt; 
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a3didSaint Gregory Na anzen, meditating vpothe loue of God, Tel me tonfidently 
(0 myſoule ) what thou ueſireft ; ſor] wil pleaſe thee, Thou wouldſt perhaps have Gyges 
bis exichanted ring to gaynea K ingdeint. Thow wonliſt' haue al that which is.w eby hard 
changed-into gold (rhe defire of the fabulous Mydas, ) Thou wonldſt couet palaces fluffed 
with gold and ſuuer, rich poſſeſſions, curioſities, boundleſſe honours. Peore diſtracted-man, doeſt 
thou not ſee thy God is al that,and about al that, and incomparably more then that ? Thy God 
-- the true riches, the rrue glory, the trae repoſe, without him al thy bleſsmgs would be cur ſes, 


S.Gregory in his 
Hymngs, 


$ 
yo with hun al thy afflictions may be 1#rned ito ſelunties, $21 0.9 2 
The fifth, to make ſometimes a dialogue, God, andthe intelleuaterea- A 

wures, ſenſible, and inſenſible enterchangeably ſpeaking , as did'8.'4ugsſtine et as que? 
meditating vpon the perfe&tions of God. He went wheeling round aboutthe world, rencie propter = 
and ack ed 11 beauen,in earth , ſea, anddeprbs , addreſfmg hmſelfe to enery one'in particular, 9mnie derelinquts me, 
Are you God? And theſe creatures anſwered: No ; thoſe haue iyed who deified vs, And after ng pug 
he had run al ouer the world, he entreth into himſelfe, and faith tohimſelfe; LAY oo " _ 
Who art thou ? From whence commeth this creature (my Lord and my God ) from whence, quis «re hee zale 
bar from thee? By rheſc ladder-ſteps he mounteth to the knowledge of his Crea- anima!, Domine | 

tour,and plungeth him'elfe in the abyſſes, FS = Deus mens unde nif 

The fixt,to make ſometimes agradation aſcending from-degree to degree, -<-l , 
in meditating on theſe words of S. lohn : God ſo loued the world that he gage his Sic Deus dilexis 
nely-begotten Sonne. Tf God ſhould onely appoint a bird to bring the neves of mundi, or filis ſab 
thy ſaluation, would it not ſeeme to thee todeſerue many thanks ? But what v®8*%%m dere, 
if a reaſonable creature? What if a man endowed withal manner of excel- 
lecie?Whar if an Angel?What if an Archangel, a Chernbin,aSeraphin? What 

ifal the Angels and al the bleſſed ſpirits? Bur al thefe in compariſon of his 
Fonne are bur as a litle dropof water to the vaſt Ocean; And he hath' giuen 
thee his Sonne, O prodigie ! O ſuperaboundance of loue! - | 
\ Theſeauenth,ealy and fruitful, ts, to ponder that which you meditate on 
with applicationto your ſelfe,attentiuely conſidering the ations and words 
ofour Sauiour to forme ours. To examine carefully your deportments, and 
ſeehow oftentimes they wander fro this rule of perte&ion; to repeale them, 
toſquare them, to lcuel them as much as you can according to the rhodel 
which is ſet before your eyes. bath : : 

After the diſcuſſion of every point, the lights follow in the fourth place, * —— = 
which are maximes & coclufions drawne from the diſcourſe we hane made. jj, OA 
As if we haue meditated vpon the knowledge of our ſclues, todetinerhis = 
fruit from thence : That we hue nothing of our ſelues,but ignorance, weak eneſſe, vanity, Lights, 
miſery. That we are wholy God's, That it is @ ſacriledge toliue for our ſelues,That we can not 
bave «worſe Maiſter then our owne liberty & ſcope, and ſuch like things, 

luthe fifr place come the affeRions,whichare flaming tranſportations of 5.Article. 
the wil, bent to purſue and etmbrace the good it acknowledgerh,as when $, Aﬀettions, | 
Auguſtine hauing meditated vypon the knowledge of God, brake forth into — many F 
theſe words: Alas !I baue begun ver) late to loue thee; a beaut) euer ancient, beauty chrizuds 1 antique, 
eurr cow, Too late haue 1 begun, Thun'wert within, and 1 ſought for thee without, and haue & 14 noua: Sero ts 
(aft my ſelſe with ſuch violence vpon theſe created beauties , wuhout knowledge of rhe Crage ©94n,& tu inmus 
tour, to defile and deforme my ſelfe daily more and more, To chis it much auayleth to _ oſs rp 
haue by hart many verſicles ofthe moſt patherical Pſalmes, which ſerue as its $a yon a 
laculatory prayers, and as it were enflamed arrowes to aymedirecly at the cif ego deformie = 
propoſed marke, irruebam, 

For concluſion you haue colloquies, which are reuerent and amorous dif- : 
conrſes with God, by which we aske of him to fly the euil or follow the good 1 -mrNg 
diſcouered in the meditation. And of al that which I ſay, diſcuſſion, light, * "TH 
affeRion, a colloquy may be made vpon euery point , but more particularly 
Athe end of the prayer. And note, in cuery prayer , eſpecially in colloquies, 
you muſt make atts of the prayſe of God, in adoring him with al the heauenly 
hoaſt and highly aduancing his greatneſle and excellencies. Of thanks-gining, 
un 
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in thanking him for al benefits in general, bur particarly for theſe moſt eg; 
nent in the ſubic& we meditate. Of petition, in asking ſome grace or fayoy > 
Of obſecration, in begging it by the force of holy things and aggreable ,, 
the divine Maieſty. Of oblatior, in offering your ſoule, body, works , worg 
affe&ions , and intentions ; afterward ſhutting al vp with the pay 
Another manner olter. CR: ; NT 
of meditatis more Behold briefly the practize of meditation. If you yet deſire one moy, 
plaine & profita- Plaine, more facile, and greatly profitable often practiſe this ſame. Ag, 
ble, true meditation of a good man is(according to the Prophet)the law of Gy 
' and the knowledge of ones ſelfe , meditate the ſummary of your beliefe ;y 
. --.-: ſometimes the Creed of the Apoltles, ſometimes the Pater nolter, ſometimg 
the Commandements of God, ſometimes the deadly finnes, ſometimes ypg 
the powers of yout foule,& ſomerimes your fiue natural ſenſes, The mangy 
ſhal be thus. After your haue choſena place and time proper,and a litle ſow 
ded the retrait in yohr hart from temporal affaires, 4 
Firſt, inuoke the grace of God ro obtaine light and knowledge vponth 
ſubie& you areto meditate. '2 
Secondly, if it bethe Creed, run ouer euery article briefly one after 
other, conſidering thee things, what you ought to belicue of this artidy 
whar you ought to hope, what you ought to loue : How you hitherto 
belieued it, hoped it, loued it: How you ought more firmely to belieue it her; 
atter,to hope tor it more contidently,to loue it more ardently. . 
If it bethe Pater noſter,meditate vpon euery petition, what you asket 
God, the manner how you aske ir, and the diſpoſition you afford to obrayy 
it, If the Commandements of God ; what euery Commandement meanay 
how you haue kept them, and the courſe you wil preſently hold the betrery 
obſerue them. If the powers of your ſoule and fiue ſenſes; the great giſt 
God,which is to haue a good vnderſtanding, a good wil, a happy me 
to hanethe organs of eyes,cares, and al the ſenſes wel diſpoſed for theirfex, 
ral fun&tions. How you haue hitherto employed al theſe endowments; a 
how you wil viſe themin time tocome, _. ' 
Thirdly,you hal make oblation of al that youare to God , and ſhal ay 
Another way, clude with the Pater noſter and Aue Maria. Another manner very fweetfy 
| thoſe who are much affected to holy Scripture,is mixed prayer, conliſtingit 


three things. | deto! 

The firſt , to make prayer toobtayne of God grace and dire&ion inthyW'2 01 

bl acion,as it hath been ſaid oboue. | 2c 
ll - The ſecond, to take the words of holy Scriprure , as a Pſalme, a textofs,W with 


Tebn, S: Panl, and ſuch like things; to pronounce it affetionately , pondering 
and ruminating the fignification of each word, and reſting thereon wit 
ſweetneſſe while our ſpirit furniſheth vs with varicty of confiderations, 
The third,to make ſome reſolution vpon al theſe good confiderarionst) 
practize them inſuchand ſuch actions of vertue.Laſtly to end the meditatia 
withſome vocalprayer. woul 


SECTION, 
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SECTION. XV. 


Praitize of yocal prayer , ſpiritual leſson , and 
the word of God. 


EBRR_—z==zq T7 HE praci:c ot vocal prayer conſiſteth in three 

=] things; to obſerue whom we ſhould pray vnro, what PraQtize of yocal 
Wal we ought to pray fur, and how to pray, For the firſt prayer 3-vayes. 

SR==I3 wc know what the Church teacheth vs, how next 
= WM vnto the Maieſty of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity, incom- To whomtopray; 

= parably rayſed aboue al creatures, we pray to the 

__ Angels and Saints, who are as it were the rayes of this 

SAY great & incomprehenſible Sun from whom al glory 

z=9 rcflecteth. Aboue al creatures we reuerence the molt Prayfe of the 


holy Mother of God, who hath been as a burning mirrour in the which al Bleſſed Virginy 


a ſingular confidence in her proteRton, The deuoriontowards this common 
Aduocate of mankind is ſo ſweer, ſo ſenfible, ſo ful of conſolation, that a 
man muſt haue no ſoule not to relliſh ir. Next, we honour thoſe Angelical Angels, 
ſpirits who enamel Heauen with their beaury , and ſhine as burning lamps | 
deforethe Altar of this great God of Hoaſts,We haue 2 particular obligation 
toour holy Angel Guardian, whom God hath deputed ro our conſeruation, 
as2celeſtial Centinel that perpetually watcherhfor vs. We behold in heauen 
with the eyes of faith an infinit number of choſen ſoules , who read our 
neceſſities in the boſome of God, written with the pen of his wil &enlight» 
ned with the rayes of their proper glory, who apply this knowledge to their 
beatifyed vnderſtanding.Behold the obie&s of our deuotion. As concerning 
that which we ought to pray and beg for, our great Mailſter hath abridged it ; 
for vs in our Lord's prayer,a true epitome of the celeſtial wiſdome; as if one -2:d 5 prayer? 
would comprehend al this great vniuerſe in the round circuit of a ring. 
_ thence it is that al prayers are deriucd , as al waters flow fromghe 
cean, | 
From the vnion of this excellent prayer with the Angelical ſalutation Roſary; 
the Roſary is compoſed ; a prayer as fingular as familiar to the whole 
world, whether it be ſimply recited, or whether one proceed therein by the 
ON way of meditation v pon the myſteries, as many pious and deuout books doe 


teach, | | 
We haue befides this the Pſalter of the Kingly Prophet, which opermeth pg... : 
that in the Church which the Sun doth in heauen : 1It iltuminareth, heaterh, * <_ 


and makes fruitful al the good defires and deuotions of C hriſtiamty.Conſe- 
quently there follow many wel digeſted offices, many Colleds, Lytantes, 


prayers, colleGed from holy Scriptures and Fathers, You haue a plentiful 
*2 treaſury 


Gouernment of 
vocal prayer, ' 


The forme, 


Cup and harp in 


prayer, 


Neanthus. 
Tovlſc itwel, 


To facrifice the 
calte without 
flower, 


Remedics againſt 
diſtraQions, 


Good books the 
caue of Syhilla, 
Spiritual reading 
& Sermons, 
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treaſury of them copiled by Henry Kiſpenuigius able to ſatisfic the moſt curiy 
denotions.But al is not in multitude. The Breuiaries, Howers,and M anuels; 
deuotio ſay enough. Thoſe who haue obligation of ſaying ſome ofti ce,ougy 
ſeriouſly to thinke of the diſcharge of their conſciences vpon this point, By 
y ou which haue itnort, it is reaſon with the aduiſc ot your ſpiritual Faths 
your taske your {clues vpo ſome daily excerciſe ſeaſoned with ſome yarie 
that euery day you may repeat it with exact diligence : and morcouer yy 
haue many iaculatory prayers drawne from the plalmes or other books { 
al manner of neceſlitics as wel ſpiritual as temporal,and a liſt of the perſay 
as wel lining as dead, for whom you are to pray, 

When you haue rhe matter digeſted, it remayneth your ſclfe adde forn 
thercunto, a ſerious atrention,a protound reuerence,a teruent loue You myj 
imagine with your ſclfe, that with thoſe holy old men of the Apocalyps yy 
ſtand before the throne of God, with a vial or cup in the ome hand ( whichj 
your hart repleniſhed with holy thoughts as with oloriterous balme ) and 
harp in the other, which is the colle&ion of ſo many notable prayen 
Serue your ſelfe wel withthis celeſtial harp. Doe not as one Neanthus, wh 
hauing enherited Orpheus his harp thought to doe wonders, and played ſj 
that dogs affrighted with his vntuneably skreakig noycetare him in piecg 
It is not enough you haue ſo many holy prayers which ſonal like the ſti 
of Gods harp , conſigned to you by leſus Chriſt himſelfe and ſo many hoj 
perſonages : you mult vſe them wel, leaſt you tind your puniſhment euen 
the ſacrifice of propitiation. Take heed you ſacrifice not ( as $ Gregory ſayth 
the calſe without flower , which is, to make prayer with lips without applic 
tion of hart. | | 

Foure things wil greatly ſerue you to reſiſt diſtra&tions and dryneſſe whic 
happen in prayer. The firit, before prayer and in the time of prayer framey 
your ſelfe aliuely and ſtrong idea of the preſcnce of God; aud whenay 
diſtraction occurreth,recal your thoughts into their ceuter,by often reney 


| Ing your intentions inthe beginning of cuery part of prayer, 


The ſecond, not being charged with any othce by obligation, make ay 


vocal prayers, and ſtay vpon cuery word the ſpate of breathing fir, in ti 


meane time pondering both the word which you pronounce & the perſon 
whom youſpeake,and your owne baſeneſſc and ynworthyneſle, This mann 
Is ycry ſoucraigne and auaileableto pray. 

The third, to follo;y the counſel of Caftodorus, to take this vocal praje 
which you rehearſe as if it were particularly made for you, or that 1t origi 
nally had borne the very like ſprouting buds in your hart, So ought youty 
connaturallize it, & punctually eſpouſe al the affections which the Author 
of this prayer had when the holy Ghoſt d1d dictate it vato him, You mul 
reioyce, bewaylc, hate, and loue vpon Dani's harp, as by a certaine diuin 
inſpiration. 

The fourth, often to aske of God the guift of prayer, to offer him al yo 
deyotions in vnion with thoſe of our Sauiour, and rochaſtice your negle& 
bY voluntary ſatisfaction.To water & moyſtenyour prayers & retaint 
theng in ful vigour, it is needful that as you ſpeake to Go | inthe excercized 
praytr, he ſpeake to you in books,and by the mouth of Preachers, Whets 
fore make areſolutionto employ daily ſome part of your time in the readinf 
of ſome deuout booke, as wel that which containeth precepts as example 
Goe notas it were boot-haling with an vnſteddy curioſity , which ſw 
lowethal and euer remaineth hungry; but fixe your thoughts and affection 


'vpon that which you read,in ſuch ſort that you may be 1mbued and cola 


red witha firme tincture. Good books areas the caue of Sybills. Caſſius longin 
ſaith rhe inhabitants of that caue had a certainerapture of prophecy ; andit 
often reuoluing the writings of Saints the ſpirit of Saints is acquired, 
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And as for Sermons, take heed ofthat canker of worldly ſpirits, who 
ere Preachers as Atbeman Oratours, or as one would a curious lute-player, 
-2 Comedy in the Burgundian hoſtery, If he who preachethto you haue no 
her intention but to pleaſe you,nor you any other purpoſe but to ſooth 
"our OWne Curioſity , he hath wearied his lungs , and you inthe meane ſpace 
zue had che itch in your eares ; the time wil come when he ſhal haue the 
vorme in his hart to gaaw him, and you thetingling in your eares tor your 
niſhmentr. The ſeller and the buyer ſhal be payd with the coyne of repro- 
,arion, Who ſpeaketh not, and who heareth nor, to doe and become berter, 
buſcrh a word ſigned with the bloud of Iefies Chriſt, the loſle whereof is moſt 
Jangerous and the account inc{timable, 


Q— 


SECTION. XVI. 


Of the ſecond combat of the ſpiritual man 


againſt weakeneſse. 


' L thaton which 1 hane before very largely diſcourſed ſerues 
E to diſlipate the darkenefle of ignorance, and to repleniſh a 
VA ſoule with rne knowledge of God, with good maximes,good 
ay iclres,and good purpoles ; and doubrlefle nothing would be 
? :ound more eaſy and familiar then to doe wel, were it not 
on» temptations come athwart vs, which are the remoraes as it Temptations r62 
ereand hindrancesof the ſaule. And theretore it is neceſſary to trame to moracs of the © 
your ſelfe an vadanted courage, high,and reſolute,to refit with an inuincible ſoule, 
and, & to ſtrike at an infinit numberot obſtacles which preſent themſclues 
inal ſorts of occaſions, and which bring vpon our ſoules acceſſes of fire and 
ce;ire of cocupiſcence, ice of puſtllanimity, to forme in the end an abloluce 
inhabiliry to vertue. This.inhability is vanquiſhed by the grace of Gad and 
ertue of fortitude, which warranteth courage to vndertake,aniſtrenghneth 
ttobeare whar reaſon dictireth, Aud alchough to vndertake ſeeme a thing $g,perors more 
ery glorious, it 1s notwithſtanding the hardeſt raske to endure a temptatio, couragious then 
0 oppoſe it with vamoucd toot , to wraſtle with it, totrample on it, and in vudertakers, 
the end by vertue to ercct tropheys ouer It. 
Saint Thomas very iudicioully yealdeth the reaſons, 1. Becaulc he who is 5s, Thomazr,. +. Py 
aſſaulred ſeemerh cuer in worſe {tate then he that ailaulceth: for encountring 12. 
ealwayes preſuppoſeth himſelfe to be ſtronger. Now it gppeareth, he who 
mndergoeth ſome brauc action of courage is the allailant , and he who with- 
tandeth a tempration is oppoſed, and ſometimes shaken without thinking 
hereof; which is farre more troubleſome and hard, and therefore draweth 
after it much more reſolutionin caſe a good and generous reſiltance be made 
&odinſt it, 2, The aſſailant beholdeth the peril as tuture,and he who 1s temp- 
& ſeeth the temptation euen almoſt within his gates , in his hart, in his 
dowels, 3. The ailailant often diſchargeth his piſtol like an hargubuſier 
defore he haue leyſure to know the danger, and readily retireth :The other 
ho ſuffererh, burneth as with a gentle tire, and in the meane ſpace if he be 
Patient he long time ſtayeth with a repoled reſt,yet nor ſtriking at al;which 
Sathing worthy of an cternal crowne. The Alexanders, the Caſars, who flew 
Ike Eaglesto the conqueſt of worlds , oftentimes yealded themſclues vp to 
be leaſt remptation.Tacir (treagrh was dilguized,not real, 
SECTION 
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SECTION. XVII 


The armes againſt temptation, conteyned in 
twelue Maximes, 


% 


The meanes to = HE mcanes torefiſt temptations is not to frame y 
cclaſt temptations, "== === your ſclfe a ſpiritual inſenſibiliry which feelet 
nothing: Itis hard to obtayne ir,ſo ſenſible ſelfe-lgy 
is, and when one hath it ke rather is a ſtone they; 
pI man. It is not todriue away one temptation by an, 
| ther, and to doe one miſchicfc to be freed of another: 
Rl For to purſue ſuch courfes is like washing one's ſelþ 
Jl with inke. It is not to hide one from al kinds 
D encounters,and neuer to doe wel for feare ro hy 
occaſion of a combat againlt il; bur to reſiſt it couragiouſly in that ſort a 
wil ſhew. Thar great fore-mentioned 1obn Prcus Mirandula hath colledd 
twelue notable maximes, the praQtize whereof is moſt profitable to ena 

| your ſelfe in ſpiritual combat againlt imporency, 
Thefal. In hee poſiti 1. Maxime, Thar you mult be tempted, on what ſide ſoeuer it happen, | 
ſumus, | is our profeſſion, our trade,our continual exercize, The eagle complainah 
Temptation our not of her wings, nor the nightingale of her ſong, nor peacock of hertajk 
trade, becauſe it is by kind and itis as natural for man to be tempred as for a bil 
to fly, to ſing , to prune her feathers. If you torſake the way of ſpirituallik 
fearing to be tempred, and turne head towards worldly contentments , holl 
it for an infallible verity you therein ſhal be much more engagedz;and whid 
is worſe, without comfort, honour, merit, or recompence : yolt thal leauet 
paper-Croſſe, which if you knew wel how to mannage would load you W 
more then feathers doe the bird, you wil forſake it ( fay 1 ) co rake annth fi pr 
bard, vneaſy, and bloudy , which would inueſt you 1n the Confraternity oi ye 
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the bad thicte. | RN | gr 
Sidon. Apol.l.2.c, That great Prelat of France Sydonius Apollinaris relateth that a certaine ma 
| 3 called Maximus, being arrived at the height of honour by vnlawtul and ind ce: 


re& wayes, much gricued from the firſt day, and breathing our a greatſvſ ſut 
ck Maxi- ſpake theſe words : O Damocles , I eſteeme thee moſt happy to haue been a Xing ot wh 
6 M64 the ſpace of a dinner time. 1t is now 4 whole day tha 1 haue been ſo , and can no lol mii 
Fe icemie,Damocles, endure it. bet 
qui non wn» longivs T1, Remember thar in the affaires of the world we fighta longertinM. the 
prittio regmmeceſina= 1 traucl more painfully, we reap more fruitleſly.” The end of one toylliſ ons 


A remarkeable 


+47 Py the beginning of another.in paines raking there1sno other hope but cucr ma 
lings, labour. A temporal toyle draweth after 1t an eternity ot paine, I tis 
NI. Is it not a meer folly to belicue a Paradice,an eternal life, a Ieſus Chr, you 

who made vnto himſfelſe a ladder of the croſle to aſcend to the throne of tW ton 

glory, and you inthe meane while to be defirous ro live heer with arme alh 

Indignity of cu- a-croſle ? To ſee the Mailſter openthe way of heauen through lo many tho litls 
rioſity, nes,and the ſeruant not to be willing to tread but vpon flowers? To ſee vndſ toh 


a head,al waſted and worne with ſuffering , delicate members, as one (1008 mpg 


make'toa Coloſſus of brafle teet of tlaxe. tatic 
INT. bf 
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'A bitl 
ual lit 
S , holl 
| whit 
Icauet 
youn, 
nnther, 


PRACTIZE OF VERTYES. "058 
IV. Were there no other fruit in tepration but the conformity which we Greatnefſe of 
thereby haus with 'eſus Chriſt the ſoucraigne WilJome ,1r-would be highly re- A ——_— 
compenced, A braue Captaine (aidro a ſoldier who dyed with him:Alchough IP to leſus 
thou hadſt bee vakao:vne al thy life time, it is no ſmal honour forrhee to dye” * 
this day with thy Miſter, And who would not hold ic for a great glory to 
haue theSonne of Goll for Capraine, for companion, for ſpe&atour, tor thea- 
ter, for guerdon inal his affliftions and tribulations? Who would not account 
i a great digaity to ve daily crucified with him? Todiſtend his hands and ar- 
mes vpoa the Croſſe, in withholding them from violences, rapines, ruines, 
wherwich rhe ſpirir of lyingtranſporcech vs? To fetter your fect, and hinder 


” them from running after the vnbridled defires of your hart ? To make bitter 


your tongue in ſubduing the pleaſures of traſt 2 To couer your body with 

woundsin ſuppreſſing the incirements of fleſh by a holy mortification? To 

leſſen your ſelteby the corempr of honour, according tothe example of him, 

who being able alwayes to walke vpon the wings of Cherubins, would creep | 

amoag|t vs likea litle worme of the earth? Whar a glory were it to ſay what Galat. 9. 

S, Paul (41d: I beare the markes of m ) Sanur leſus on my body? Hgo pact Domind 
V, Not to confide in humane remedies when you vndertake to ouercome — CI 

atemptation.lt is nora thing which dependeth meerly vpon vs.It is neceſſary Diſtruſt of ones 

God goe before,and we thereto contribute our free wil. It he watch nor ouer ſclfc, 

our heads, it wil be a hard matter for vs to keep centinel.No creature is fo fee- . 

ble as he who holderh himſelte for ſtrong, beingonely armed with his owne 

confidence. Many good things are dane in man, which man doth nor: And man doth no gaod, Concilium Araua 

whub God doth not, Who thinkes to reſiſt temptations ivithour his help, is like Sc , = _ | 

him, who naſtnech tothe warres, and ftumbleth at the threſhold of his owne qug non facit "ay 

doore. And therefore an effe&ual meanes in this battel is to inſiſt much on bene: Nulle vere fa- 


prayer, eſpecially ar the firftemrrance ofgtemptarion, | -  , Cirhemobenequy 
Vi. When you haue vanquiſhed a temptation,.take;very :goad heed you Fai wr Prefes vs 


leaue not your ranke , ani wholyſlacken your courage, as if there were no T, fand alwaics 
moreencmies to be oppoſed. As diſtruſt is the mother:offafety,ſo oucr-much vpon your guard, 
ſecurity is the gate of peril.[f your enemy ſt roame vp and downelike aroa: Ifai. 21.8, | 
ringlyon , become youon the uther lidea-wagchtul lyon inthe centinels of "_ — "og my 
the God of hoſts; Ae : 24404751 , rape oh. 
VI1.Content aot your (clfe onely nottb'be beaten, but aſſaile your enemy: | 
WhenSathan ayes a ſnaretoentrap you;amake it an inſtrument of merit. If he To combat your 
preſent a good worke ro you, which glictereth in the world, thereby to tempt "WY 
you with pride, make a good worke of it, and leauevanity,referring alto the 
greater honour of God. | C1 ofa] 
VIII, Whenyou are in combar,fight withalactity , as if you already were 
certaine of victory. Turne away the eye of pour conſideration from what you 
ſuffer, andhold ir perpetually fixt vponthe reward, A great vnhappineſſe, whats the cauſe 
which maketh many ro falheadlong into tempration;is ;'that they haue their that many yeald, 
minds ſo ſtretched and bemt:vpon the thought of paine , they-cannat abide to 
behold the reward which wayteth on them. When the fourty Martyrs were in 
the frozcn lake, thirty nine-ofthem looked back vponthe future crowne, & 
one of them vnhappily thought of nothing but his puntſhment;Al of them re- 
mained vicoriousexcept this wretched creature, who ſoyling the glory of 
his patiece, came out of the poole todye preſently after inhis infidelity. Doe 
you not thinke that,which comforted our. Sauiour on the Crofle in that bot- 
tomleſſe abyſſe af calumnies'& dolours,was amirrourof glory,where he faw 
Alhis fuffcringsimcrawnes? Behold the courfe'whichisto be held: 'To ſtay x 
litleonthe preſent, and reft in a ſtrong apprehenſion of the furure: And euer' 
to hauetheſe words of S. Paul iniyour hart: A. thre moment of aur tribulation Worketh 2, Cor, 4. 
"m vs an eternal waight'of glary,Fightthen with courage;as4t iv were,the tat: rei. Homeunteneum 
tation which ſhould aſſaileyou., and be perſwaded rhatheerin is the iextetc *** fob dlations 
bf. your predeſtination. Whety you hue | outcr-came. it, goucrue yoprd'* "4 
ot enm_ en Ss 
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ſelfe like a man readily preſt to enter againe into the liſts , and mak; 
one victory the degree'for another. 
Not totempt ten- TX, Though you be valiant, braue not danger , tempt not temptation , caf. 
tation, ting yourſclic intothe occaſions thereof through preſumprion of hart, He 
that much affeeth hazard, inſtead of finding glory therein, ſhal trace out hi 
owne tomb, 

X. A ſoueraigne meanes to conquer temptations , is , ſeaſonably ty 
diſcouer the countenances of them , to open your hart freely to your 
ghoſtly Father, to declare your thoughts , to know them wel , to con. 
fider their ,nature, and to ſce the power they haue ouer your foule, |; 
ordinarily happeneth what the good Epitterus ſayth : It is not the thing tiy 

A ſoueraigne treublerb:ys , it us eur fantaſy. How many temprations would be vanquiſheq 
OR. by lighting them , if one cooke bur a little leyſure to laugh at then! 
We make Elephants of flyes , and of little dwarts who by ſtealth pinch 
vs, we frame Gyants, We reſemble yong children, who for feare of a yi. 
zard hide themſehues with teares -in their nurces boſomes : but take 
away the maske , and giue them it ro handle , and they wil make ſpor; 
with it. How many. things ſcerne terrible and ampoſitble to vs, which we 
find ridiculous and cafy to ouercome , if we neuer fo litle touch them with 
our finger? In temptations of pufillanimicy it is good to repreſent to you 
ſelfe theſe falſe Gyants as dwarfs < But in that of luſt you muſt nor def. 
pice any thing , rather lay hold of lithe threads , as tf they would be. 
come huge cables. Both in the one and the other there ts nothing tobe 
done,bur ro daſh theſe litle Babyjonians againſt the ſtones, Withſtand be. 
ginnings , and ſuffer not your enemies to fortify themſclues to your dilad 
uantage. =_ "Og -£e [ 

Snocrneiſe of vice Xx The ſtone of offence. amtkiſcandal ro many ; is , that they linely 
tory of a tempta- preſent to their imagination. the (weetnefſe -of finne, and neuer coufider 
tion, __ the pleaſure whieh is derined from-the vitory oucr finne, As ſoone 4s 
man is plunged in the ;puddle-thereof , behold a bluſhing foule , dren 
-- Cched in penfiueneſſe ;, melancholy :, and deſpaire , whom a loarhſome 
' pleaſure 1, which paſſeth away.. as;a-dreame , furniſheth from a dreamt 
with a heap of ſcornes , forrowes , and confuſtons : But quite contray, 
that foule which hath reſiſted! fthderb her ſelfe content , generous , 4d. 
uanced ;, fatisfied with holy comforts , which come from tlic Paradiſe of 
G 0d. Few. men reuolue this thought , which. $. Cyprian much recommen. 
deth : Behold why: the number ot the damaed/is: very great ; and yer not- 
withſtanding doth it not ſeeme to you very reaſonable , that man, who z 
thouſand titnes hath yealded to tempration , ſhould once in his life-time 
talt the ſwetneſſe which is in the vi&ory ouer, a temptation , to reioic 
for eucr'? Many haue been diuerted from a gteat and manifeſt precipice 
by conſidering theſe words : Wel., goe to : Tojeald te finne, what wil be thee 
thereof? Fopurchaſe repentance at ſadegre a'rate! To-render vp 4 renewme. of ſo'may 
JEares, as a prey to 4 moſtvnbeppy moment of pleaſure! Where is the faich promiifed to God?Ln 
Vs af leaſt ferh_out ſome place where be is not: And where is he not? Sa many flarres , ſo maty 
Inrelligences wherewith tbe world is replenished,are ſo mqnyeyes to behold thee: Himſclfe lis 
keth rwto the hatrome of thy conſcience. 45h.s leaue of bim;if thou wilt ſnwe.But how ake,6 
bow abtaivt}Excerciſe alitle patience , and this temptation mil varish away 4s 4 cloud. This 
Loeſt abaut rocomumit 4 ſinne,the pardouw-whereof is very vnoertaine , butit i doubrleſſe throoz) 

al eternity,when thouhaſt committed it, God hum(elfe canttot mak it robe vudone, 

Xl; Thinke not you arethe lefſe acceptable ro God when he fuffereth you 
to be tempted, yea with diſhoneſt thoughts ', which to chaſt ſuules are ex 
tremely yrkeſome; Alas ,why?1f'S.: Paul, that Cherubin: ſcorched with:cele- 
ſtial ardours.,, whorfixed his foot ypon the frone of the ſtarpes,if we follow 
the opinion of S. ambreſe, Theophylati, and Ocauwmeniue , felt the ſtings of con- 
' EupilFence in a flcſh rapt to thethird heauen, thinke you far hauing ny + 
i x i{po- 
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jiſpoſirions of wel-doing, you ought to be freed from warres of nathre; 
Shich cucr keep in huniliry your fſoule a litle coo indulgent to it-" 


{clte? 
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SECTION XVIII: 


| Remedies againſt paſsions and temptations which 
proceed [rom euery vice. 


[. 


O conſider that paſſion is a motion of the: ſenſual 
v2 appetite , which proveedech fromthe imagination of 
li g00d orcuil, with (Gme agirarion of the body, 
© 1. That there are eleauen paſſions, ſix in the appe- 
wal titc of concupiſcence, which areloue, hatred,defire, 
N= zverſion;toy ſadneiſe.Fide in the apperite of reuenge, 
&—| which are hope, deſpayre,boldneſle, feare,anger, 
-\-- | {[1, Thatthere are ws 'meanes ro vyanquiſh al paſ- 
= 2— IWF) (ons, whereof thefirſt is precaution of mind againſt 
the occaſions arid vaine aparances of al things of the world; and the ſecond 2 
ſerious entertainment of the mind in betterthings, as prayer, ſtudy, labour, 
afaires: But aboue al you muſt beg of God the light and ſtrength of his holy 
grace, which infinitly ſatpaſſeth al humane remedies, | 
We heer adde ſome preſeruartiues againſt paſlions and the moſt ordinary 
V1EES, 


Againſt carnal lone; 


1. Toconſider the barrennefſe of worldy loues , which are the true gar- 
dens of Adonis wherin nothing 1s gathered but wretched flowers enuironed 
with many thornes. | | 

11. To fet a true eſtimate vpon things, and not to be decciued with appa- 
rances, : 2 ' 
Iſl. To keep watch ouer your ſenſes, fo atioid the opportunities and occa- 
ſions of ſinne, and aboue al to haue recourſe vnto God , vpon the firſt im- 
preflioni of your thoughts. | | ; 

I. To tree your ſclfe by maine force from the preſence of obieds ,to be 
delighted with ſerious purpoſes and g00d etnploymerits. | 

V. To preſent to-your ſclfe very often, the defe&, ingratitude, leuity, ins 
conſtancy and treachery of creatures, which we moſt ſcruilely loue. 


Againſt auerſions , hatreds , and enuies; 


IT. To eſteeme nothing great in this life is the way to enuy no- 
thing. | F ps 

Ii. To love onely the great inheritance of the land of the liuing , which 
never becomes lefſe by the many and ſcueral diujfons made to thoſe who 
poltcfic it, | 
P II%. 
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15$ THE HOLY COVRT. Pa.r. Lb.;. 
I1, To conſider attenriuely the motiues which excite vs to toue oy 
neighbour , as the participation of the ſame nature , ſame life , ſan, 
bloud, and like profeſſion , and ſuch other reaſons , which are as ſo many 

knots of amity. 

LV. The wretched life of Cain to liue in enuy, troubles , diſturbances, an 
rage ofa diſtempred ſpirit , which cauſeth the immorrality of it's being tg 
contribute to the eternity of it's paynes. 

V.To behold how enuy ere itis aware ſeructh many times to the aduance. 
ment of thoſe who are enuied, | 


Againſt couetouſneſse , wordly hope , and toy. 


]. The deſquiet of anhnngry mind. 
I. The vnſartiableneſſe of deſires. 

TIT. The warres and battels we muſt oftrimes vndergoe to ſatisfy oye 
ſole deſire. 

IV. Thediſhonour of denial inſupportable to a generous ſoule, 

V. The dependence and flaugry we muſt endure to pleaſe thoſe fro whon 
we expe the accompliſhment of our deſires. 

VI. The frailty in offending Godthrough too much.greedineſle of rem. 
poral things, | 
, oo The poore and ſhort pleaſure taken in things we moſt ardent 

cIIre. j 14.45 ; 

VIII. That God many times affordeth vs the accompliſhment of our 4. 
fires as a puniſhment of our jmpertections. ; 


þÞ, f 
Againſt ſadneſye and deſpaire; 


There is a holy ſadneſſe , as that we enitertaine vpon the paſſion of 
our Sauiour , or for our finnes , which is a guift of God, and nor apy. 
niſhment, 

There is another furious, which hath no cares, and whichis rather cured 
by miracles then precepts. ., 

There isone natural,which proccedeth from humour, & another vicious 
foſtred by cuil habits and negle&ts of ſaluation. 

1. Againſt this laſt , we muſt conſider our deſires and affe&ions oft. 
times make-yp al our ſadneſſe; and that the true meanes to leflen the cares 
which conſume vs, is to {weeten the ſharp and ardent loue we beare towards 
wordly things. 

11. The ſmal account we make of God- is the cauſe we many times are 
troubled at friuolous things, eyther diſtantly threatning vs or already haps 
pened. He that would truely loue this great God, who deſerueth al the loue 
both of heauen and earth, ſhould not ſuffer feare or ſadneſſe for any thing 
butthe loſſe of the loue of God, which no man looſeth if he be not willing 
to forgoc it, 

Hl. Nought bur teares of the damned is remedileſſe. Hethat may bein 
the way of Paradice , ſhould not make a kind of hel on earth ; and who may 
hope this great Al, ſhould neuer be ſad for any thing, 


Againſt ewl confidence. 


I. That to be confident in euil things, is to haue a deſperate inſtrumentof 
ones owne miſery , which entertainethal exorbitancies of the hart ro make 


them the more puniſhab! 
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REMEDIES AGAINST VICES; is 


11. That there is no aſſured confidence againſt the power of God , which; 
;n an inſtant ruineth the. poſterity of the greateſt Tyrants. 

111, That the ſtrongeſt things are waſted by the weakeſt, Lyons haue 

been eaten vp by fiyes, andruſt (though contemptible)conſumes the hardeſt 


tals. 
me LV. That to be confident through preſumption of ſtrength , is the high 


| way to become ridiculous in enterprizes,and ynfortunatc in al ſuccefles, We 


muſt nor goe about to ſoare tothe ſun with the wings of a reare-morſe , nor 
ſayle onthe Ocean n the shel of a tortoiſe, 


Aeainſt feare, 


1. Neyther todeſirc norlone any thing inordinately , is the path- way to 
peace, W here feare neuer harbours, 

11. To haue a ſtrong charity towards God , and to loue him fer. 
vently , with perſuaſion of his reciprocal lone. This is the meanes to enter 
into a firme confidence, For vhat eul may we feare againſt vs when God is 
with VS. | ; 

111. We many times feare euils whichare the ſources of great bleſſings, 
ſome are not truly cuils, other much lefſe then we make them, and mary wil 
ncuer happen. Why w 1you abide where you are not, and put your ſclfe on 
therack in your imagination. 

IV. He who reſolues to ſuffer al that God wil hauc him, takes in hand 
a powerful remedy againſt al ſorts of teares:For he who isa Maiſter oer ſor- 
row, commandeth terrour , ſince the euil preſent is much more troubleſome 
then the furare. 

V. There are natural feares much tyed to fleſh, vnleſſe they be vanquiſhed 
and ſweetned by frequent cuſtome with the things which are feared , & con- 
uerſation with men confident and couragtous, 


Agamſt anger. 


T. To conſider how it depriveth vs of ſix things very pretious, to vt; 
of wiſdome, iuſtice , ciuility, concord ,trurh, and the ſplendour of the ſpiric 
of God. 

Il. How it ſodainly transfigureth a man into alitle monſter, 

Ii, How it is hurtful to the ſtate of health , which ye ſo tenderly 
loue. 

IV. That it abaſeth the | 09a ſurprized withit,and eſpecially if he be in 
ſome eminency of life anddignity. " 

V. That the effects thereot are cruel , the ſpoyles pernicious , events 
ſhameful , and falles for the molt part irrecouerable. 

VI. The contentment to haue kept back an cuil word , which had de(. 
troyed a good affaire. 

VII. The abſtinence from curioſities and niceneſſe of life, curteth aſun. 
derthe ſinewes of anger, The lefle curiousa man is, the more humble he is, 
and the more humble the leſſe ſenſible 1s he of the croſſes which happen to 
things without vs. | 

VIIT. We muſt preuent occaſions, and not afford them too much power 
ouer our harts inal thoſe things, the loſſe whereof maggtrouble vs. 

IX. Toeſchew the occaſions of places, of pexſons,% (7c: 
res, whichvſe to diſturb the peace of our minds. FN... 

X If one feele himſelte inwaxdly moued, to bridle the tongue , that ſo 


= apprehenfions of the hart may not breake forth, To reenter into your 
elle, 7 


P 2 To aske 
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To aske truce of yourpaſſion, ſtedfaſtly belieuing that you thal pargen 


many offences if you beginto vnderſtand before you grow angry. 
Againſt vanity. 


I. Torepreſent to ones ſelfe very often the extreame vanity of al worldly 
thihgs, 
11. The miſery of the preſent ſtate , wherin al things inuite vs to hy. 
mility. 
III, The vanity of opinions, which affoard vs nothing but wind, 
1V. Theblindneſſe, incapacity, inconſtancy , peruerſneſſe of mens iudge. 
ments, who often loue and admire al that whichis the moſt vicious. 
V. The frailty of honour and reputation which is ſought by valawfy 
wayes. 
VI. The tortures and torments of a vaine ſpirit. 
VI1, The oftentation in good ſucceſſes, thediſcouragement in bad, 
VIII. The ſurprizal of his practizes and imperfections, which cannot be 
hidden from the moſt judicious. 
IX, The worme which gnawethal good workes by the meanes of vanity, 
and the ſhameful depriuation of cternal comforts to attend the ſearch of 


carthly ſmokes, 
Againſt gloutony. 


1. Repreſent vntoyour ſelfe the miſerable ſtate of a ſoule brutiſh andbe. 

mired in fleſh. 

II. Hardneſle of hart. 

III. The dulneſſe of vnderſtanding, 

IV. The infirmities of body. 

V. Lofſe of goods. 

VI, Diſreputarion. 

VII. Wharta horrourit isto make ofthe members of Ieſus Chriſt the mem- 
bers of an vncleane creature, 

V11I, What indignity it is to adore & ſerue the belly asa beſtial and baſe 
God, 

IX. The great exceſlc of ſinnes which proceed from this ſource, 

X, The puniſhments of God vpon the voluptuous, 


Againſt mntemperance of tongue, 


IT. To conſider that it isthe thronc of vain-glory. 

II. Ancuident ſigne of ignorance, 

III, The gate of flander. 

IV. The harbinger of ſcofhng, 

V. TheArchitec of lying. 

VI. The deſolation of the ſpirit of piety. 

VII. The diſſipation of the harts ſatety. ; | 

V1LL. The inſeparable companion of idlenefe,as ſaithS. Iobs Climacue. 


Againſt Shuth. 


The indefatigable labour of al creatures in the world both ciuil and n 
tural . . 

II. The facility of g 00d workes after grace giuen by Ieſu Chriſt. 
11I, The anxicty of an inconitant and flecting ſpirit, | 
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IV. Shame and contempt, 
V. The confuſion at the day of Iudgement, 
Vi, The irrecouecrable loſle of time. 


DS 


* Of three temptations which hinder many in the way of perfeftion, 
to wit shame of wel-Aoing , ouer-much affeftion to ſome 
creatwre , and penſinene(se in wel-doing, 


SECTION KXIX. 


1M 


Againſt the shame of wel- doing, 


<< ANY wouldquickly beinthe way of alite truly Chriſtian, 
7; hauing ſoules of an excellent temper and pious relliſhes of 
S God , but that they haue one temptation; who would belicue 
Y (Þ it?it is the ſhame of wel-doing. Their ſoules are big with good Eagles ſtone; 
9 ( deſires, reſembling the eagles ſtone which cuer hath another 
AY TE init,andneuer brings it forth. So haue they in their harts(ac- 
cording to their owne opinion ) a good reſojution ſeriouſly to embrace 
deuotion : but the feare of what men wil = ſcattereth as many good 
thoughts as the hart can coniceiue,'What practize of remedies wil yot haue 
againſt this puſillanimity , effeminate ſoule? Onely confider what youdoe, & 
if you be aſhamed, it can be of nothing bur of your ſelte, *. Vnworthyneſſe td 
Firſt I aske, who maketh you bluſh in the ſeruice of your ſpouſe ? Doe you 2* a5hamedof 
bluſh at his pouerty? At his deformity ? At his ignorance ? Ortel me, what wel-doing. 
decay haue you obſcrued in him to imprint a bluſhing vermillion on your 
face? Poore? How can he beſo, ſince he maketh al rich? Detormed? How can 
be be ſo, ſince he is original beauty ſpred ouer al creatures of the world? 


; Ignorant? How can he beſo, ſince he is the Eternal Wiſdome 2 Tel me then, 


what haue youto be aſhamedof ? Some wil ſay, that you would ſeeme to be 

vertuous and deuout. Doe not fo, but beſo indeed, It you haue not cauſe to 

bluſh for heaven , why ſhould you bluſh for vertues which are the daughters 

of heauen ?Behold what ſacriledge you commit : Shamefaltneſſe is made for 

vices.It is the veyle wherwith nature couererhthem when they endeauour to 

hide themſclues, & you wil ſhadow vertues. Alas ! the Martyrs haue become 

red with bloud topreſerue deuotion, and you bluſh with ſhame to betray ie, 

A feauecriſh reſpe& rowards ſome creature which paſſeth away in the tur- 

ning of a hand , hindreth perhaps thirty or forty yeares of vertue, O 

miſery! Numb er of the 08 
Secondly, what haue you ſo much to excite and drine you forward in wel- uout ſt ould ſer 

doing ? Thinke you your ſelfe to be at this preſent the onely creature in the Yu. 

world which taſtethdeuotion ? A thouſand and a thouſand wel qualified 

haue aduanced the ſtandard of piety. If the number of the bad authorize 

wickecnefſe , why ſhould not ſo goodly a troup of honeſt men furniſh vs 

with confidence enough to vanquiſh one impious fantaſy , which verily 

IS nothing , nor hath any ſubſtance , but what your remiſineſle affor- 


deth it? 


P 3 Then 
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brand chil. Thentel me inthe third place,what is it you ſo much feare to addi& Your 
=” os {eltc wholy tocuotion ? The twinkling of an eye, a filly ſmile, a breath g 
i; worc's, which quickly pafſeth and hurtethnone ? And behold why You for. 

ſake God, What 1s more eaſy ro be ouercomethenal that? Alitle ſilenceg,, 

ſycrethal It is not required of you you ſhould oppoſe your armes againſt 


_ the violent ſtreame of a torrent Silence oncly is demanded, and to hope wel 
Iſai. 11. In fi'entio 


C> /p: erit / 0744:udo 
veſtra. 


founas him. In the end he cannot ſay ſo much but that you may heare mucy 

2. Reg 9, more. He hath but one mouth, and you haue two cares. Let Michol reuile, ang 
perſiſt you in dancing before the Arke, your patience wil {top al mouths, ang 

What you 5hould 1nthe end purchaſe al crownes, But you feare you cannot perſcuer in the w; 

feare. of vertue, and that many changes may caſt ſome aſperiion of inconſtanc 
vpon you. Youdoe wel to feare your ſelte,if you ſo much expect perſcuerance 
from your (elfe.But if you looke forit from God,ought not you ro haue mr, 
hope ot his gooineſſethen feare from your owne infirmities? You are not 24. 
uiſcd to make your deuotions eminent by ſome notable alteration,extraorgj. 
nary in the exteriour , accompanied with ceremonious enforcements lnſup. 
portable to your condition, No : But yndertake a deuotion ſweet, tacile,and 
conforme to common vſe, which hath lefle of outward ſemblgnce and mor 
of inward worth : So ſhal you the better preſcruc it , and ir ſhal be the more 
profitable for you, 


SECTION UL 


R Loue of creatures, 


AiJhering to ctca- 
turcs inarrcth al 


FT ſake ſuch alodging, another ſuch an exerciſe , a third ſuch a cul. 
tome,atourth ſuch a company, which inthe meane ſpace difſolueth the courſe 
of his good purpoſes, maketh his hart become childiſh, and ſomerimes dulg 

Paſſion of lone, ſtupid rothercliſhes of God, Amongſt al encounters this 1sthe moſt power. 
ful which proceedeth from the paſſion of loue , & ſometimes among perſons 
who haue their ſoules moſt pure, and ſuch as are intheir owne opinions farre 
remoued from this miſchieuous paſſion, yet are not without peril, If this 
ſhould come like ſome other grofle and carnal lone with an arrow and torch 

Loue islike to 10 hand,one might more eaſily defend himſelte;but it approacheth with alitle 

inſcts, ſting,ſubrile, lender,and as it were wholy ſpiritual,that one can not wel per- 
ceiue it in the beginning. It reſcembleth thoſe litle flying wormes which 

Phedon. apud Pheden ſpeaketh of, that vnperceiucably ſting : When they þaue fixed their fling 

Senec. epiſt. 94, We doenot know they haue ſtung vs , vntll we ſee ſome ſwelling riſe vpon the skin, Soin 

eAdeo renuis 1llis & ſych petty loue-daliances we ſee not the wound nor ſting, we know not 

fallens in periculis 1 2t we ſuffer, what we doe, what he vndertake , what we deſire. One doth 

vis eſt, tumor indicas , x , 

morſum. hardly know that he loues : notwithſtauding the ſoule is puffed vp , and 

gocth out of it's limits, and is difſolued into an Ocean of diſturbances, 

Thedanger therof, which are very preiudicial to purity, It were better to haue as it were 

fome kind of leaprouſly , then ſuch a paſſion: For that would infe& but 
the body, bur this diueth in the end cuen into the bottome of the ſoule, 
weaucth 


which arc the two caſyeſt things of the world. Wil you pur a great affroy 
vpon a babler who flouteth at your deuotions? Anſwer him not, Al he ſay, 
1s to put you into paſſhon ; your impatience pleaſeth him, your ſilence cop. 
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careth it's web inthe marrow, forrageth al ouer that which hath vigour in 
1,vard parts, leaucth meagernefle and ſterility, and maketh our hart li ke 
142,102 abortions of pearles which haue been blaſted with lightning, hauing 
:1itcad of a bright ſubſtance nothing els bur an exteriour hlme, 
What ſhal one doc 1nthis caſe? lr is a very eaſy marrer to giue a preſer- Preferuatiue, 

nitiue that may keep vs from the blow , but iris very difhcult ro draw the 
forenciſe from the wound, You nced ſometime but the very wind of your hat 
to ture away a thunder-clap, that it may not {trike where Ir ſcemes to be 
aymed ; the thunder maketh his claps as remedileſle as ſodaine and violent: 

even ſothis pailion in the beginning may be diſpelled witha very litle heed 

and dextcrity,but when paſſage is made for it into the hart,it rayſeth a tem- _ | 
peſt. Bur in concluſion what meanes 1s there to ſtay it? It wil be told you you Ordinary remgs 
muſt haucrecourlc to prayer, to meditation of the Croſſe, the day of indge- 

ment,che inuocation of rhe Blceiſed Virgin and Saints, the frequentation of 

gacraments, faſting, the auſterities of pennance, and theſe are good remedies: 

Yet you notwithſtanding wil ſay , what prayer can one make when he 1s 

engulphed in. a paſſion which perpetually buzzeth 1n his brayne ? Doe like 

Jonas, cry out of the whalc's belly , cal trom the bottome of the abyſle with 

many iaculatory prayers. But ro what vſe wil auſteriries ſerue ? the body is 

ſubgewd,ir is truc; bur yet patſio remayneth ſtil in the bortome of the ſoule. 

Itnought importeth : the weakeneſlz of fleſh by litle and litle cutteth the 

finewes of paſſions which are inherent in the fleſh. Al this, you wil ſay, is 

likewiſe teaſible,prouided | be not thereby ſeparated from the company of 

ſuch a one. And behold the inconuentence; you wil perpetually put oyle into 

the lame,and not haueit burne, es _ : 

I, The moſt ſoucraigne remedy , is , what youleaſt deſire, though you Soueraigne remes 

make ſhew of deſiring health. Al that which cheriſheth the malady 1s the —_ 

preſence of the obiect.Our paſſions reſemble ecchoes : Doe you norſce that p,qgons are 


| echoes the further you goe from them the leſle repercuſlion there is, they ecchoes. 


leſſening and looſing themſclues in the ayre. This affection, that ſpeaketh ſo 
lowd by refle&tion of the countenance which you daily behold with (o 
much contentment, wil quickly vaniſh by a litle abſence. But oneday alone 
of ſeperation is an Age to you:Suffer this Age,and the time wil come it thal 
not laſt an hower with you. | - : 
11, Verily al wel couſidered the play is not worth the candle, Muſt you Folly of this pat 
infli& ſo many paynes vpon your bodies, ſo many rorments on your mind, hon. 
looſe ſo much time,make ſo many il togues talke, to pleaſe | know not what 
petty , wicked, and foundred deſire, which you know not what itis nor to 
what ittendeth? | 
III. If you knew what you deſired, you would be aſhamed of your ſelfe, 
you would haue cauſe to be amazed that ſo noble a ſpirit ſhould ſuffer it- —_ 
{clfe to be tranſported with ſuch follies. The notable Raymond Lullius, who pry = 
paſſionately was enamoured of a Lady, wiſe,and honeſt, when purpoſely to 
cure his frenzy ſhe ſhewed him one of her breaſts eaten and gnawne through 
witha canker, and extremely hy.\cousto behold , Stay ſimple man ( (aid ſhe ) 
bebold what you lowed; he at thar inſtant comming to himſelfe ſpake: Alas! was 
It for this I loſt ſo many good howers, that 1 burned, became entranced,that 
I paſſed through fire and water ? Allouers wouldſay thelike were the ſcarffe 
taken from their eyeCs. © | 
IV, Itwel appeareth you want ſome great affront,fome real paynes,ſome Want of employ- 
ſcriousemploymet. It is the ſuperfluous exceſle of idlcneſſe which difſolueth Pet: 
your hart into theſe effeminacies. You were better haue ſome miſchicuous 
proceſle againſt youthen al theſe trifling entertainments, Frame ſome good Hicron ad Ruſtic, 
employment to free your ſelfe from a bad], Remember that which was ſayd: 7c non lucer, gy 
When one hath no leyſare to liue, he bath no leyſure to lone; france GER 
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V. Repreſent to your ſelfe that a thouſand vndanted courages ( forthy 
they haue twice or thrice reſiſted paſſion conſtantly )haue found themſe| 
free, at liberty , in peace and tranquility of ſpirit, wholy admirable, ang Yo 
for want of a litle reſolution daily tumble and inuolue your ſelfe in yourfy, 
ters. Make alitle reſiſtance, caſt away I pray al theſe litle vrchins which x 
fli& you.ls an abſence ſo troubleſome thatto auoid it you mult torture ygy 
body, vilify your ſpirit, and yeald your reputation vp asa prey to landey 
You ſhal no ſooner put the wedge into the block, but it ſhal be Cone; yg 
ſhal haue aſoule vicoriouſly eleuated ouer paſſion, which ſhalreioyce amig 
the tropheys therot. 


SECTION XXL, cead 


eAgainſt ſadneſs. | forc 


3 AVE you neuer repreſented to your ſclfe the poore HM you 
/ lying vnder the juniper tree, oppreſſed with melancholy, Win 
& and ſaying to God with an affectionate hart : My God rl one! 
>= enough; take my ſoule,T am no bett:r then my forefathers ? This Pa. hor 
/ ſion often happenethinperſons who are entred into theli garc 
p- of a life more perfe&. Anxicty croſſcth the,ſadneſle gnanM tin 
d cth them , melancholy afflicteth them, and Sathan(willin WM rc{ 
cuer to fiſh in a troubled water) ſerues himſelfe with this diſturbance T 
mind to make them returne back againe tothe falſe pleaſures of the worll, WW 1tis 
What remedy , what pra&ize ſhal we confront this miſchicte with? LetwMW tion 
vie Dauid's harp to charme this dangerous diuel of Saw. You are ſad, ſay you witt 
It much c6cerneth youto ſound your hart, that you may know from wheneM {yt 
this penſiuenefle proceedeth,and apply fit remedy thereunto,Somerime la. WM riſer 
nefle commeth from an indiſcreet zeale , when one wil of his owne accor{ MW beh( 
vndertake aufterities neither ordered nor digeſted by counſel. He canothnl Ml the : 
good ſucceſſe, yet is aſhamedto goe back againe , which is the cauſe hex rem; 
tormented between the hammer and the anuile. Sometime 1t proceedett MM Leat 
from a great immortificarion of pailions, which atthe entrance into a ſpiri-W you 
tuallife (he beginning to pick quarrels to them ) put themſclues into th MW and 
field, afſailing & turmoyling the mind, As 1t 15 ſaid,a litle fiſh called the wah ] 
of the ſea in the dog-dayes ({tingeth & diſquieteth the repoſe of other fiſhes. MW who 
It is perhaps.as yet in your ſoule : neither day nor night, winter nor ſummer WW clou 
cold nor heat, but good and euil ſtruggle who ſhal get the vpper hand, & this it-ſe] 
warre troubleth you.Sometime it proceedeth fro a great tenderucſle of hat M ther 
and apaſſionate loue of one'sſclte. It ſcemerhro a litle girle who weepethit T 
the nook of a chamber, that the whole world is interefled in her forrow,s Wſadne 
that euery body ſhould bemoane her.Nothing is like to her vnhappineſſe, he Hero 
burdens are of lead, and al others areas light as feathers ; or 1t you weep Wrathe 
not with her ſhe becommeth the more melancholy , and if you doe ſorrow diſti! 
with her, ſhe taketha higher tone to deplore her gricuances. There 1s man) mak 
times much niceneſſe in our ſorrowes, and oftentimes our teares are 
nothing els but meer fopperies, From this ſ{clfe-loue proceedeth yanitf 
and complacence, which ſerue vs with wormewood to ſeaſon our morcels 

withal. 
The man who is ouer-much pleaſed with himſelfe neceſſarily diſpleaſet 
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kf... 1co cainc too great a freind within himſelte he purchaleth ſundry enemies 


vitzour himiclfe, Althings can nor happento his wiſh, and as good ſucce(- 
-sinebriace him with contentments, ſo euil torture and 1mmoderately con- 
tare him, Briefly, bal mclancholy oftenriferh troma 1calous and enuious TIealous eye; - 
6c: [ic good hap of another is a {traw in his eye, which euer wil trouble 
{1 if Charity bring nor her helping hand, Behold heer a lamentable miſ- 
wiete.Al the pertetions of another are ours when we loue them 1n another, 
1i whea we hate them they are thornes in our eyes which extremely tor- 
ment vs. Hane we not payne enough within our felues but we muſt plant Parum alicul ef [1 
croiles inthe proſperity of ochers? Sound your hart, and ſee whether your #/e/* pars 
(1 ;neile proceeds from oneot theſe fiue ſources,or from many of them toge- ray ankert. 
ther, Take avay the cauſe, by the faugur of Goll's grace, by the help of your yp; 1i.;. 
enJeauour, courage, and reſolution, you ſhal haue the effect and enioy apea- 
ccable ſoule, like heauen ſmiling in a bright ſerenity, 
My ſaneile, fay you, commerh not from this occaſion. Would to God it 
were ſo, You were alreaJy ſuiticiently happy , if alI hane ſaid were not of 
forcero make youſad. From whence commerhit then? From the accidents 
which befal me on euery fide; and if nothing happen to meyI am vnquier 
with mine owneſelfe If you thinke toliue wholy withour ſadnefle, you mult $a4nefſe a plant 
frame anew world tor your ſelfe.Sadnefſe is a bitter plane which groweth in of our owne grow- 
your garden :'you muſt know at one time or other what taſt it hath. To s: 
thinke wholy to free your ſelte, is ro make your ſelfea King jn the cards, aud 
onely to braue it in paper, like the ancient Philoſophers who had their hands 
ſhorter then their roy1gues. Onr Sauiour was contriſtated in the dolorous 
garden, watered with bloudy ſwears, to teach vs the pertetion of a Chriſ. 
tianis not in not being ſenſible of ſorrow, but ro moderate the ſame with 
reſolution, Nu” 
The beſt remedy is that which Ieſys Chriſt hath ſhewed to vs,to wit prayer, Remedics: 
Itisa wonderful contentment co ſpeake ro God and to tel him your afflic- 
tions. Behold you not in a garden-bed how thoſe poore tulips are ſhut vp 
with melancholy vnder the shady coldneſle of the night? And you may wel 
fay theSun within his rayes beareth the key to open them: For ſo ſoone as he 
riſcth & courteth them a litle with that eye which exhilarateth toral nature, 
behold they vnloſe themſelues , dilate rhemſelues, and witnefle their iov for 
the arriual of this planet. The like happenerh to your hart, it ſomerimes long 
remayneth benumme34 and frozen for want of haujng recourſe to prayer, 
Learne alitle ro talke with God by iaculatory prayers. Learne to complaine 
your ſelfe to God, and ta ſeeke the remedies of your wounds in his mercies, 
and you wil finda great lightning and alacrity. 
The ſecond, to haue a ſpiritual Fatheror a diſcreet and faithful freind, ro 
whom one may vnaburden his conſcience withal confidence and ſecurity, The 
cloud, how darke or ſurcharged ſocuer it be,inthat proportion it emptyeth 
It-ſelte,cleareth , and rhe hart vnburdening it's calamities in the eare of ano- 
ther becommeth more bright and luſtrous. = | 
Thirdly , ſome ſpiritual Fathers aduiſe adiſcipline, to ſuppreſſe interiour 
adneſſe by exceriaur ſorcow:But this remedy is not far al ſorts of mgn.Saint Hiero.2d Ruſtic, 
Herome 1s a better Phiſitian, who ordained for certaine melancholy- men Hipocratis magis fo 
father to vie the fomeutations of Hiporrates, then to aMie their bodies and Pntic , quam noſtris 
diſtiltheir braynes in other praRizes. You muſt take very good heed you _— —— 
make not your ſelfe a ſimon, and hate men and life, entertayning your ſelte in pgcrams, © 
bypocondriake humours which throw a mind into the gulph of diſturbice. Nor to play the 
| | play 
God willeth ys torake moderate pleaſure in creatures which he hath made Timon, 
for our coateat and ea(e,that we may enioy them in time and place,euery one \ at; 
cording to his condition, profeſſion, and rule of wiſgome. $yueſus ſaith.the p1...c TER 
5 MN, t , Al GOme | E's Pleaſure layes 
Creatour hath giuea the feeling of pleaſure co ſenſe to ſerue as An arreſt to hold of theſoule, 
rhe 


166 THE HOLY COVRT. Part.r. Lib. z. 


Somnus & balnes the (oule and to hold it in good quarter with the body. Saint Thomas amgy, 
| mingant. the remedies of ſadneſle preſcribes ſleep and bathing. The Scripture it.ſz 
As _ oo _ counſeleth vs to gize wine and other fitting draughts for them to drinks 
bus,  vinum 5s Who haue their harts opreſſed wirh birterneſſe, If one thinketo make a grey 
94 amers sie ani, ſacrifice to God , reſting perpetually , ſtretched and inuolued in a penſy, 
Prou.z. auſterity of ſpirit,as being deſirous to auoid al pleaſures of lite, he deceiuer 
himſelfe:It hath happened that many running in their owne opinion roPyy, 
dice by this path, according to peculiar fancy, hauc found themlelues ont, 
borders of hel. 

Bar life is allow. Fourthly, to remember our lifeis a muſick-booke, ſcldome ſhal you fy 
Gke booke. there many white notes together inthe ſame line : black are mixed amgyy 
them, and al together make an excellent harmony. God glues vs a leſſon jp, 
litle booke which hath bur rwo pages , the one 15 called conſolation, th 
other deſolation: It is fit for each of them to take 1t's turne, In the dayy 
aluerſity thinke of proſperity : In the day of proſperity remember ygy 
ſelfe of adnerſiry. That great Prelate of Cyrenum ſaid , thar the diuine proy, 
dence hath mingled our life,as one would doe wine and water in a Cup; ſoge 

drinkethe puxeit, ſome the moſt compound, but al taſt a commnixtion, 
Fiſtly , if you exactly compare our coudition to that of an infinit numby 
of iniſcrable creatures who grone in ſo many tedious and diſaſtrous tor. 
ments, you wil find your fardel bur a dew. But we haue a certaine maligniy 
of ſpirit, which cuer lookes back on the good it hath nor, to enuy it, ay 
ncuer-conſiders the euil from whence it is freed, torender thanks ro Gy 
Bchold ſome are in the bottome of a dongeon in fetters, others are bowe( 
in painful labours from the riſing to theſetting Sun,to get their bread.Son: 
haue the megrim in their head, the gout intheir feet and hands, the ſtonejy 
their kidneyes.Others are ouerwhelmed with buſineſle, loſe , misfortune, 
ſtrange and portentous accidents, yet cary It out with courage, Your har 
nipped with a litle ſadnefſe, and behold you deſpaire; what effeminacy 
ſpiritisrhis? 1t is ſaid hares ſeeing themſelues purſued on cucry fide , hy 
one day reſolued to drowne themſelues, but comming to the brinke ofz 
river and beholding frighted frogs who cait themſelues at al aduenture i 
the watcrto eſcapc : Courage ( {aid they ) we are nor yet the moſt miſerable creat 
of the werld, behold thoſe who are more feareſul then we. Ah how otten ſhould wely 
the ſame,if we ſaw the miſeries of others! "= 
Vmworthynelſe of = Sijxly, is it not a goodly thing to behold a man, who probably ſpeaking 
ſadncilc, iSinthe tauour of Gol, who is heer nouriſhed with Sacraments, with Chrf 
body and bloud, with the word of his Maiſter, who liueth among ſo may 
helps and comforts, ſpiritual and temporal , who expecteth a reſurre&ion,t 
Paradice, alife eternally happy & happily eternal, in ſo beautiful a ſociety of 
Saints , to frame penſiueneſle and ſcruples to himlelte of his owne head,to 
afflict himſelfe like a Pagan or adamned ſoule, that hath no further hope? | 
is related that God onz day , togiue an antipaſt of beatitude to a holy ma Wit 
turmoyled with ſundry cogitations, cauſed an vaknowne litle bird to chan 
in his care in ſo melo iious a manner, that inſtantly his troubled ſpirit whil 
became cleane, and pure, and held him rapt many yeares in the moſt taſtfiliF 7 
delicacies may be imagined. O if you often had ſtrong imaginations of Pz 
radice, how your melancholy would melt and difſolue, as ſnow before tir 
Sun-beames! LE bw 
oderenres Laſtly, fing ſpiritual canticles, labour,employ your ſpirit without anx1etf, 
"  andif needs youwil weep, lament your imperfections, bewayle the mile 
ries of the poore, ſorrow for your curioſity, lament the paſſion of your] poule 
gricue and ſigh at your impatience, after this glory of Paradice , weep our 
the deluge on theearth, looke back lt ke a chaſt doue on the Arke of yout | 
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hari Prefiing of chaſtity; 1 


v L impurity of life , ariſeth from three ſources ( wherof Toan. 2; 
 $.10hn ſpeaketh ) concupiſcence of the fleſh;concupiſcence of Three ſources of 
A the eyes, and pride of life. Let vs now ſeethe praQize of "WP!*Ye 

A V4 vertues which oppole theſe three ſorts of impurities. Againſt 
7 concupiſcence of the fleſh, temperance, chaſtity, modeſty , doe 

. wage watre : Againſt the concupiſcence of eyes, to wit, the 

\nbrideled deſires of temporal bleſſings; pouerty , iuſtice , charity , mercy, 
gratitude: Againſt pride of life, humility,obedience, magnanimity ,paticnce, 
clemency. 
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HASTITY is a vertue which reprefſeth: the im: 
mg pure luſt ofthe fleſh, a celeſtial verrue, an Angelicat 
x vertue, which maketh heanen and Angels deſcend 
az vpon the carth , and 'in this Kitigdome df mortality 
E planteth the image and titles of immortatity; Clemens oj ans alc 
Alexandrinus maketh mention-of tettaine Enchanted grommat.s, 
mountaines, at the foot wherof was heard a yotce as 
= | of people preparing themithies' for battel;;'a litle 
= === further the encounter and conflia; and on'the top, 
fongs;and rriamphs. Behold as it wete the condition of three forts of Chaſe Three ſorts of 
tity, With ſome ir beginneth with labour and incerrginty ;'thers is /Jt che cultityy” 
firſt toyle andrefiſtance againſt luſt , bur the euen'thereof is not kiiowne., | 
With others it.is become more manly , as being already- practized' m'com- 
bays. With others it triumpheth after a-long habit; yet notwithſtanding 
ea whilſt heer on earth it abidethit 1s never abſolutely ſeenred. v is. mes Ahs: 
- The a&s thereot are, ' Mp 01 197] -. #'.. > (412; C00 FIR OR 

11, Torenounce al vnlawful voluptuouſhtefſe of the fleſh, hr 

I, To abſtayne from cartiala&s, not outty thoſe whith ate vnlawful.but 
ſometime ſach as ate permirted among maried folke vpon iuſt oecafrow; of 
for ſome certaine time, which is very ordinaty; bt perpetiiflily ; whith is Nh1 
gular and remarkeable in theliues of ſore Saints.- $0 Martiays' Pied with 


Zn Be Wm 
cxtpifi_. a , — 
OC — 

att Aa 


Ire the 


1x10tf, 
> mile- 


Þ = "—_—_ Pulcheris , and Remy the Emperour with the EmpercHfe ©C ; 
SOny, 01402 0 TO i6h, 2 0 300, 1.5 20100 IOIF6- 
ut > R ; , " & T «a 
Fr :,11. Tarepreffe at the defites and concupiſcerices officſh,and: iE0hehaud 
'; JIL Co:ad > Oliv! ,-- ' fv 


7 id tecling therok, not to gitte conſent therstimts; 


IV. Neuer 
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IV. Neuer to ſtay at al vpon thoughts & imaginations of things diſhony, 
but ſo ſoone as they preſent themſelues , to chaſe them away and extj, 
guiſh them in your hart, no otherwiſe then you ſhould quencha burning hy wh 
Iron in a fountaine, - - «+ | hot 

Eyes, © V. Tomortify you ſenſcs, which are moſt commonly the fore-runnezſf} da! 
Oculi pzcelle luxurig. of finne, and aboue al to reſtaine your eyes, which according tothe opinicſf} p% 
_ - of S. Iſcdor: are as diſhes w herein luxury ſerueth vpthe viands of voluptuoyÞ wh 
de luxuriz, — nefſe. Bhey are the windowes, the allurements , the ſnares , the conduits of | 
Saluian, 1;3.degu- loue : It buddeth inthe eyes,thar it may ar leyſure bloſſome 1n the hat, Au fer 
bernar, therefore it is fit to ſtand vpon your gard with ſo ſubrile & vigorous a ſenſ {01 
_ — which often filleth the ſoule with appetites and flames. I doe nor (ay thyfj coi 
e166 loquermy Sy one ſhould looke vpon nothing, and alwayes liue as if the ſoule were burigff an 

%  aliueinthefleſh ; bur 1 affirme you muſt diuert your ſight from obje& ſl {pe 
Prouetb, 233, which dart ating into a mind ſenſible of ſuch penetrations. As for thliff  - 


cares, there is no doubt they may ſ{erue as handles for loue , and rhar ir hay ch: 
taken many that way. An cuil word hath fingers to incite the fleſh : He wy a F 
heareth ir,and he that willingly ſpeaketh it, is not innocent before Go bt 
Smelling blaſteth chaſtiry,andraft roughly aſſaulteth;bur kiſles and vachuſ pic 
touches cat her throte, gat 


VI. To fly idleneſſe,reading of loue-books , comedies, ſtage-playes, in. 

modeſt pictures, teaſts, priuate familiarities, looſe company,aud al occaſioſ * 
of ſinne, | (an 

VII. To haue indeteſtation euen the ſhadowes of impurity, To ſpeal: ſh 48 
to proclayme in euery place the prayſes of chaſtity , and for this purpoſe y 
louc pennance, mortification of the body, tabour, rough and harſh appar 
modeſty,euen to the ſeeming ſome-what wayward, the Sacrament of the fy. 

Chariſt, the meditation of the foure laſt things , deuotion towards .the ma 

Bleſſed Virgin,and al that.may conduce to themaintenance of honeſty, 

V1II. To remdyne firme in great and forcible temprations is verily tk 
; trophey of chaſtity. Since ( as Plato hath ſaid ) the triumph of vertue is to haw th 
—" of Char- pg wer, ner the wil tofinne,' "16 was anatable att of cantinency in Charterthet 
; ardemg]y to loue amaydenendowed with an exquiſite beauty , to haue hers 
Lips, in moniris Þ1S H{poſe,and yer ta abſtaine for ane ſole word which this poore creatyy 
politic.1,z.c.17, (pakez him , brought euen into hs chamber:-For ſbe by chance percciviy 
Exemplo 12. addit the piQure pf ourlady,calt her ſelte at the Kingsfeert, ſhewed him c_ — 
datywpurlit5ob, crying out withatacealbathedinreares : Sir, i beſeech you for this Virginls[a 
om 1 preſeougpþe. honour of a ſig mayd., At this word ſpoken fora yong King coli 
with loys,and abſolute in power ,to conquet themotions of luſt ,is irfio 
matrerithat meriteth;much applaule?. , = = 


e 


.. {LX,. Tocontenine great rewards and high aduancements of fortune,fr 


Þ. 57G) 930 


Toannes Moſclus the preſeruation ofghaſtity,:: As did that noble Lady of whom Iobn Meſs 
in prato, ſpeaketh ,. who ſeeingherhusband conſume jt perpetual priſon for debt,iit 


——_—_ able any way torelieuc him, wasredycedto termes of extreme and miſcrabl 


want, and belides purſued by a manof prime note with al ſoxts of alla 
 thents,offers, and agcommodarions;whichimight ſhake & ſtagger an afflidr 
.**/ hart andenforce her to condeſcend to a ſinne, which ſeemed ro haue nect: 


ſity for apatroneſſe; ſhe notwithſaading ſtood firme like arock, preferring 1 
chaſtizy.poorcand/patient,betorgarich and delicate diſhonour, I coulda ba 
nominate creatures. as pure as ſtrong , adorned-with moſt:.cxcellent narun ak 
PartS,,more chaſt;nore wiſe, more; tortupare then Lucrece, whowith as mad © - 
jnduſiry.ag courage hauerefuſed powetful andipedionate men ;that ſoughſ ® < 
thern-with ſuch. exccflive benefits as, yould baue ouerwhelined any inferiolff |. 
chaſtity, But they,not to commit one onely ſinne couered vnder the currait wo 
their 


10 for this a& deſcrus tobe rayſed abgyethe Karres., 


| F ad X.1 


of TOAST, hauez deſpiſed rreaſures, to guard aiother iewel-in an catthe 
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PRACTIZE OF VERTVES, 169 
x, To withdraw the chaſtity of others from this ſinke,with liberal alimes, 


rp ear labour, infinit incommodiries: As that worthy Hermit Abraham did,ot —_— the Hets 
ing hy hom Sin ſpeaketh, who loaden with yeares & merits; went into a brochel. "i. 

houſe in diſguiſed habit to reduce a niece of his chat went aſtray : as at this 
runes} day 1407 honeſt matrons, worthy of eternal MNCmory ſparenothing to gaine 
opinion poore abuſed doues out of the faulcons rallons, and dedicate them to Altars; 
1ptuoy' where {gone after they worke wonders in matter of vertue, Fe = 
duits x 11, To ſuffer in your body great torments , yea death it-ſelfe for the de- pI _ . 
aft, Ani fenceof chaltity,as many holy virgins _ — youth, repured the LY 1. F. 
a ſen, ſoune of a King of Nicomedta, who falt tyed on a bed of flowers and woed by a 


ſay thy courtiſan with intention to corrupt him,ſpir our his tongue like a dart of fire 
/ and bloud in the face of this ſhee-wolte,A Tongue,which in dumb cloquence Ling: ſitce , clamas: 


ſc ſpeaketh toal poſterity, and proclaimeththe honour of chaltity, que flens , loquituy= 
X11. To cxpoſe your ſelfeto great ſufferings for the preſeruation of other's 77 P*41em,/anguins 

for the , : © b dl Ii _ | - gue pin» it ſola puds 

- it hay chaliity : As that braue Dulymws, a yong beardleſſe Gentleman, who beholding ciam. 

He wh 3 poore Chriſtian maid , named Theodora, throwne into a brothel , cauſeq A bold attempt of 


her to eſcape by giuing her the habir of a man, and himſelfe remained for OG. : 
pledge inthe artires of a woman ,cxpecting the fury of execurioners who pony yrinurto. 
ae him the crowne of Martyrdome, Saint Ambroſe makes him ſpeaketo ſs, fro, pdes.- 
themayd to this cttect : Siſter , 1 am come hither as an adulterer, andifit pleaſe you 1 eqrediar. Veſlimenta 
wil goc our 4 Martyr 1 Let vs change habits, I pray you ; we are as I perceiue both of one ſig mutemus; conueninnt 
: My apparel very welfirteth you, but yours wil ſer much better vpon me , and both wil "1 #164, & mea nibiz 
we: MY apparer very wee! — —_ IND S | ſed utraque Chriſto, 
ajgree m1 the ſeruice of Chriſt leſus, My attire al make you a virgin , and J Ours MEA T uxveſtir me verum 
Martyr, Tou sbal be moſt fortunately clothed , and 1 more happily diſpotled, It was ſo done, milizem facies , meata 
Didymus was apprebended , and Theodora vnderſtanding it ran back like a lyoneſſe virginem, Bene tu 


amidſt the ſwords 10 dye with bing. veſſierie age meling 


eAHRar, 
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SECTI-ON XxXxIV. 
Prattixe of temperance, 


Emperance , takenin general, is a vertue which reprefſeth the S. Thom. 2; 

} :pperires of concupiſcence in things that pleaſe the ſenſes, eſpe. 2. quelt. 14x, 
cially of rouch and taſt. The remperance of rouching conliſteth 

| in chaſtity ; that ofraſtingis properly abſtinence and ſobriety, Tt On _ | 
" ;$ the firſt vertue which God ſeemes to hauc required of man renigy =o 
from the world's infancy ; the firſt tribute of ſanctity and innocencv, which 

our firſt parents could not leaue without looſing themſelues and al poſtei iry. 

A vertue, which is the horizon that ſeperateth vegetatiue man from the in- 

telle&ual : A vertue, which raiſeth vs from the earth and bringeth vs neer to 

heauen: A vertue which makes anoble ſoule ſhine ina mortal body, as atorch 

of odoriferous wood in a Chriſtalline watch-rower. On the contrary, a body 

ſurcharged with kirchin-repletion holdeth the ſoule as one would aſmoking 

ſnuffe of a candle ina grealy lanterne. Y 

The as of this vertue are, 

I. In refe&ion ro haue no other rule but neceſſity , no other ayme but the Refettion of body: 
glory of God,aud entertainment of thebody forthe ſeruice of the ſoule.S. Au. S. Aug, Con'ell! 
gaſtine after his conuerſion came to meales (as himſelte ſaith) as into aninfir. Bow Hee _— — 
mary to take a medicine. At oh cxerm he = 
li, -Torake al the neceſſities of body as the Eg yptian dog doth the water of ment ſumprurus © 
Nil, running , thereby ſauing himſelfe from ſuperfluous excefle. To take accedams 
them as the ſoldiers of Gedeon dranke at the fountaine, in the hollow.palmes of 
their hands, cheerfully , not proſtrating themſelues 6n the ground ; or as the 
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doue taketh graines of corne, pecking her meat vp with her bil, and turning 


her eye to heauen. | WE | 

111. Tocate and drinke with al ciuility, decency, diſcretion; and ſeeing yy, 
muſt vſe this neceſſary trade of abeaſt, to doe it at leaſt like a man. 

IV. To abſtaine from prohibited meats in times limited by the Chyre 
exa&tly to obſcrue faſts deuourly ordained by the fame authority, and pragj 
zed by our Anceſtours, not becomming nicely curious, norrepining ar Tg 
ten abſtinencies. To preſcribe allo alaw to your ſelte of ſome taſts of deug. 
tion vpon certainedayes of the week, andelpecially friday, as many nghy, 
perſonages haue done, and daily doz. Galley that great Phifitian aduiſegy 
makea faſt from tendayestoten, in the mauner of a phyical preſcription,y, 
firming it was an exccllcut meanc to defend one's ſclte trom great and dan. 
gerous maladies. £5 : : 

V. Tobe very ſober indrinking,to take litle wine, & mingle it wel, Dry, 
S Ambrof deElia keneſſe(ſaith S, 4mbroſe)is a ſuperfluous creature inthe world: It 1sthe (cory 
- — 1... of naturc; it is an old ſhoe ſoaked in water. A man 1s nolonger a man, by 

runkard what : ; =y . 

bottle perpetually filled and erpried : He liues like a burr, which doth ny, 
thing but leake and roule vp and downe;and when the head therof is knocks 
out, you find nothing there but lees and dregs : Wine 1s 2 familiar Or fpirir 
which poſſeſſeth him, and is the milke of Venus which nouriſheth his concy, 
piſcence, Al his life is an enterlude, and drunkeneflc his tomb. Al mentryey 
great are ſober, lt is vtterly to degenerate from Nobility to be addicedy 
this infamous vice. You whoſeruc Kings, who are in their Royal ſeats agthe 

ye qui petentes eflis Sun inthe heauens , remember your {clues that heertofore inthe Sacriticeg! 

ad bidendum. the Sun honey was offered, not wine, 

Philocorus Hiſtor- V1, To be very teperate inthe quarity of viands:For it is a very great ſhame 


Faſt of Gallen, 
Toann, Sarisber, 
Policr. 1,8. 


1.13, to makcones ſeife as itwere a liuing ſepulcher ot al ſorts of butcheries, and 


build ro your ſ{clfe a tomb of fat, with exceſle in eating,as did the wrerchel 
Dionyſius ſpoken of by Alian, who had groomes of his chamber about his hel 
euer ready night and day to prick him with needles, with diſtances betyee, 
leaſt his fat conſpiring with ſleep ſhould ſuffocate him, On the other {ide,iti 
dangerous todeſtroy vour ſtomach by ſcrupulous and extraordinary obſer. 
uations of your owne 1nuenting , which may put you intoa courle of prou; 
ding paine for your ſclfe and attendancefor others. 

Vi. Not to be ſo curious in the choice of delicate meats, but to take them 
indiffcrently according to your quality and profeſſion. lt may happen that 
noble man feeding on a curious diſh with ſobriety,may obſcrue teinper ,and 
another cracking his guts with beames fal into a naſty ſuperfluity of gour. 
mandize, The vertue of temperance is not {o much inthe matter as the may. 
ner. It is written that a great Koman Lord , being retired into the deſerts of 
zyyptto attend contemplation, was one day viſited by an Zgypri.s Monks 
who had al his life time been a groſſe peaſantbred among cowes aud cattle, 
& had an iron ſtomach,which in cxceſſine quantity deuonred the molt ſordil 
& deſpicable meats.This man much ſcandalizedro ſee the Roman Monke feed 
on that which ſeemed delicateto him, and to drinke alitle wine at hisrepalt, 
forſooke his Cel with ſmal account of his hoaſt,and muchpreſumprion of hi 
owne temper, when the other miraculouſly penetrating znto his thoughts 
reprchended him,and he atthat time eaſily acknowledged himſclte very ſho 

of his pertetion whom he deſpiſed. | | 
VIII. Not to have your mind employed on ſauces and kitchin-cookeries,s 


the Sybarites, thoſe lazy Sybarires, who made ſuch account of a new kind of broth found out, 
that by an expreſſe law they permitted the authour therot to enioy it-alons 
one whole yeare, before the inuention ſhould be communicated toany other, 
Strange greedy- IX. Not to enlarge your thoughts ypon viands with a greedinefle and 
nelle, profuſion of ſpirit , as if one would ſwallow the ſea and faibes therin,s 
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171 
Fricharwus writeth ofa certaine gentleman, who bowed his whole body in ea- 
ſ 


' - craſhed his teeth, madea noiſe with his chaps, blew his noſe, rubbed his 
an made a certaine ſound in his throar, al his body went along with it, A 
—_ nediocrity of teeding, is, to be neither too greedy and glouttonous,nor 
= bitinene or tranſported; but modeſt in your countenace, prompt to help, 
to0 . tro ſee what is done, & to preucut want in others, It would 1l become 11. Liſtracs 
N ble man ſo to abſtra&his ſpiritsar the table, as thoſe good religious men jon, 
y cr it isrecorded inthe hiſtory of the Anchorets ot Agypr , that they 
G ke capon tor cabbidge : They were at Theophylus the Patriarch of Conſtanti- 
= 5rable, and did eate like mad men, thinking they ſtil had been in their 
= aſtery.l thappened the Biſhop caruing to the eldeſt of them, gaue him the 
00 of a capon, and courteouſly ſaid vnto him : Father eate heerof , doth not this 
bene good meat to you? He commingas it were out ofa trance : How? i this 
NT ochon Sir ? I pray you pardon vs, for we looke it for cabbidge , els verily none of ys bad 
axe to out-runthe howers of repaſt rhrough impatience : not to be ſo 
addicted to ſerue our curioſities and delights , that thereby we leaue not C Y 
dinner to doe a good worke. [s it not a ſhameful thing of one Hugucchio, Hugucchio loſt 
ho loſt rwotownes (as 1ouius relateth) tor teare he ſhould looſe a good two cittics fora 
hacks, ſo that ir being at the ſame inſtant in his power to giue order for & Gr. 
revolt which was plotred, he rather —_ to fir our his dinner , 'and by this 
, ea faire opportunity? 
PT —_— Ones feife with a licle ypon occaſion,as the yong Theodoſius, 
whothought he had made a good meale when he had eaten certaine ſops of 
bread ſteeped in water, withinthe Cel of an Hermit; The wiſe Hebrewes haue a = 
prouerb, which ſaith: Man is k nowne by three things; by anger, by bu purſe,by his zlaſſe. - a my y 
Itisanote of a wel — f _ m_ complaints are neuer made of 3- ing 
happen in ſeruice for the mouth, ; EY 
m_— ww willingly of ſobriety, yea euenin ateat, like the Perſians; or 
frame fome other honeſt diſcourſe which may glue refection fo the ſoule 
whilethe body taketh his, and beg perpetually of God 'to deliver vs from the 
neceſſities of the body, and that he weakeniin vs theſe baſe concupiſcences of 
the fleſh, that we may preſerue for himthishis Tabernacle in al purity, 


| "I I "IIS 


—_—— 


SECT IQ N; XXYV; 
Praftize of modeſt y, 


= Odeſty is a branch of remperance, a goodly and eminent ver. Modeſty is impot2 
” tue, whichſcemethas it were to incorporate our ſoule and tant. 

> wake her viſible in her actions, whole office 1s to guide the 

motions, geſtures, words, mirth, habit, gate, and garb,and al 

L that which appertaineth to the exteriour ornament of the 


body. 

Her actions ate, Ls 

1.70 gouernethe tongue, to ſpeake truth intime and place, roundly and 
freely , without deceit, palliation, boaſts, impoſtures,detraGions. ' 


IT. Neuer to hane a bitter and furious filence, prying into _— O — To ſpeake 2 wha 
norto vſe atattle-vnmannerly,clamorous, & tyrefome,catchingthe word out RS 
ofanother man's mouth, as litle chickens doe who ſnatch bits one from ano- 
ther. 1: was the compariſon which father Gontery of happy memory vſed, | 

11I, Not tobemagiſtral ; with acounterfeited grauity,nor riotous, hauty, 

= Q_2 herce, 


* -ng of voice, 


{© >uUntenancc, 


Habtr, 


Meanes to'acquire 


mogeſty, 


Ifdore. 
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S Bernard, ſerm, 


de Villico, 
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fierce, rude, no buffon, nor loud laugher: A foole({aith the Wiſeman) cracking 


in laughing, «5 thornes in the fire. 

IV. Notto haue your tongue eyther of too high or low a tone , but mage, 
rate, diſtin&, in ſweet, honeſt, ordinary, intelligible accents, | 

V. To haue the compoſition of your countenance, pleating, gratious,mg, 
deſt, without crabbedneſle or affectation; the cariage of your body natiye 
comely , free from extraordinary geſtures : Notro hauea giddy head, like, 
linnet, alwayes ſbaking , no wrinkled brow, nor crumpled noſe, no perple, 
xed viſage , nor eyes wandring, wanton, or proud. 

6. The apparel neither ſuperfluous, tantaſtike,nor diflolute , without toy, 
much affcing new faſhions , nor peremprtorily out of your owne concei 

*rying your ſelte to the 01d;but ro atrend your owne condition,and remaineiy 

the liſts of the modeſty which is moit practized by the wiſeſt, Aboue al le 


—women beware they ſct not to ſale to carnal eyes that nakednefle of thei 


breaſts, which may ſerue for baits for ſinne, The Scripture ſaith , Whoſuay 
shal cauſe ſparkles of fire to fly into another m.an's cornt,, shal be accountable for al the dan, 
mage which the flames shal make. | 

VII. Toacquire modeſty, it is good toreprefentto yourſelfe often befar 
your eyes our Sauiour conuerſing vpon earth, and topray him he wil giuey 
a ſoule pure an. ra'ijant , likeaſtarre, which impretſeth his rayes vponthe 
bouy as the Sunon aclowd, in, and throughal, toedity our neighbour, 


SECTION ARYL 
Practize of prudence. and cartage in conuerſation, 


5x A VE you obſerued a fiſh inthe natural hiſtory , whichth 
" Gretjans Cal Vranoſcops , as one would ſay the beholder 
& heauen? This admirable creature , contrary to the natutegf 
> others, hath butone eyc whichi1s asit werea vertical point 
fixed direly inthe top of his head, ever elcuared, andper. 
SE % petually open , todiſcouer ſo many labyrinths of ſnares 

NATIESISSIR treacheries as commonly areintheſea, Some wil ſay iti 
Tobias his fiſh , a notable creature, which not onely contrivuteth his galtoil. 
luminatec the cycs of the body , but his example to cnlighten the eyes ofthe 
mind, It is atrue Hirogliphe of prudence, which tellerh vs we ſhould at this 
day conuerſe in the world as ina ſea ful of monſters, rempetts , racks , perils 
ſurprizes,andthat we mult haue the eye of prudence throughly awakened & 
purified, to preſerue & maintaine it among ſo many hazards, This prudence 
in a word (according toS. Bernard) is nothing els but the knowledge of good 
and cuil, which ſheweth how we ſhould demeane our ſelues,and the wayes we 
ſhould tread in the courſe of our life and affaires. It 1s one of the principal 
verrues, becauſe al our a&ions depend on it, Yea prudence holdeth them gsit 
were enfolded in the plaits of her robe, and vnfoldeth them accordingi9 


lace, time, perſons, occafions, which to know 1s to know al, 
P , , 


It is ſaid,a FrenchKing enquiring one day of a man., who was held io great 


reputation of wiſdome, after diners inſtructions to gouerne himſ(clte an 


guide his Kingdome, this wiſe man tooke a faire large ſheet of paper, and for 
an infinit number of precepts which others vic to produce vpon this ſubied, 
he onely wrort this word : Modus, Meaſure or Meane , thereby inferring, thar the 


cedto one word, hole myKteric of our wiſdome and felicity confiſteth 1ndoing things with 


grace,faſhion,and meaſurc,and that is it which prudence teacheth.We ſpeake 
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got heer-in particular of theReli gious, oeconomical, military, politike;mo- 
narchical , but in-general of the direction of life in ordinary conuerſation: 
rorthar ſeemeth annexed to the vertue of modeſty. Imagine to your ſelfe 
that prudence,as antiquity hath preſented 1t vnto vs intheir Hierogliphes, is Prudence 2 hand 
4hand eachaſed with eyes, which hath hue remarkeadble fingers, wherin al ſpriakled with 
diſcreer ations are-contained.Thele tive fingers are memory, vnderſtanding, —_ no 
circumſpeation, foreſight, execution: which isro ſay, that for the practize of pruden - *D 
this vertue, 4d» 54% Tye 4 | | 2 | 6 bt, = 
1, A good memory 1s neceſſary, to remeniber things paſſed , as wel-whart Memory. 
one bath read in books as thoſewhich are obſcrued by proper experience; 
forthat.much conducethto informe the iudgemeut : And beſides, he thar in 
114&ions hath not-memory , when there is occaſion to manhage ſomeaffaire 
oftztimes finderh he-hath nor wel called to mindal particulars,which putterh 
him into confuſion. Behold why (as al men haue not ſcruants tor memory, as 
had the Kings the great men of Perſia, and Romans), it iSneceſſary to haue re- 
courſe to regiſters, records, and table- books ro help your ſelte, Some are of 
ſo happy memory that they goe (as it 15 ſaid ) to gather mulberries withour a 
hook, tothe wel without a pircher, into the raine without acloke; . + 
Il, To be intelligent and able ro iudge wel:and for this purpoſe he muſt en. Vaderſtanding; 
dexuour-to know the men with whom he conuerſeth, theirnature, humovr, 
rheir capacity, intention, and proceeding , to penetrate affaires cuen to the 
marrow, not. contenting himſelfe with theoutward barke and ſuperficies.To 
conſider them in al ſenſes,al ſemblances. To puta taxe vponthings according Docibility: 
totheir worth, not to rnnne into innouations, cunning, & inuentions, which 
diſguiſe obie&s. To take counſelofthe moſt vnderſtanding , faithful, and Choice. 
diſintere{ſed men, to condeſcend to good counſels by docility of ſpirit after x 
they are wel examined, euerto reſt vponthat which hath moſt honeſty, inte- 
grity, ſecurity. | 
Ill. In cuery deliberation which one makes vpon any occaſion, to preſerue 4. Rocks of prits 
ones ſelfe from foure very dangerous rocks, which are paſſion, precipitation, 4nce: 
ſelfe-conceit , and vanity. Paſſion coloureth al buſineſſes withthe tin&ureit 
kath taken. Precipitation goeth headlong downward into ruine. Selfe-con- 
ceit, not willing to forgoe ſome hold, gnaweth and conſumeth ir-ſelfe, Va- 
nity maketh al euaporate in ſmoke, : | 
IV. To haue a great circumſpection and conſideration, not to expoſe your Circumſpe&ion; 
ſelfe but to good purpoſe. To doe like that fea-creuis, which hideth himſelfe Pagulus Lunius, 
til he hath a (hel ouer his head, and {triketh no man. To ſpy occaſions out,and 
marke how the litle hedg-hog doth, into what quarter the wind changeth to 
alter the entrance into his houſe. To i{tand alwayes vpon your guard , to dif. 
couer the ambuſhes and obſtacles which occurre in affaires. To hold the 
trewel to build with one hand, & the {word inthe other to defend yourſelfe, 
Weltoobſerue theſe foure precepts: To baue your face open, but your thoughts coue= 
red from ſo many wiles , which perplexe our affaires : To be ſober inſpeach: Not lightly nor 
eafily ro confide in «l men, nor on the other ſide to shew too much diffidence. ; | 
V. Tobe very vigilat in affaires, to foreſee what may happen in occaſions, Foreſight and vis 
ind prompt to find out meanes which may forward the execution of a good _ dl 
defigne. You find yet £0 this day in ſome old medailes for a Hicrogliphe of res. wy 
Prudence,a mulberry-tree hauing a crane vpon his branches,and on the ſtock x : 
therof a lanws with two heads : To teach vs, that one proceedeth in matter of 
prudence, firſt, by not precipitating , no morethen the mulberry , the wiſeſt 
of al trees, which is the laſt that bloſſometh, to enioy them with the more ſe- 
Curity, and thereby to auoid the pinching nips of fioſt ; In watching as the 
Crane doth, who abideth in anorderly centinel : In caſting the eye vpon what 
IS paſt, and fore-ſceing the future, as this ancient King of 15 , to whom for 
this cauſe is giuen adouble face, FE rt; 
Q 3 VI. T@ 
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taken, for as Mithridates , one of the greateſt Capraines of:the world, ſaith. 
Occaſio omnixns ge= Occaſun is the mother of al affaires and time being wel taken,you mult .cxecy, 
rendarmum rerun ma warily , cfe&ually, conſtantly. Ferdinand Duke of Bauare {eemes to hauemgg, 
A notable me. 2 TEcapitulation of the principal ations ofthis vertue ypon apiece of coy, 
daile | where was to be ſeen, prudence like a wiſe virgin ſeated on the back ofa ddl. 
phin,. and holding inher hand a ballance , with this motto in three: worg, 
Cognoſcezelige , ma» Know, Chaoſe, Exgeure quick ly. T he virgin bearing theenfignes-of wiſdome ſziz 
"_ you muſt know! The Ballance,thatyou muſt ponder & ele with maturege, 
liberation: The Dolphin with his agility, that you muſt ſet a feale ypon you 
buſineſſes by a prompt execution, | | 
True prudence VII. In the concluſion of the whole, the beſt wifdome 4s todiſtruſt yoy 
owneiudgement and to exped al from heauen , often asking of God , not; 
wiſlomehumane,crafty,and impious,which 1s condemned; butthe wiſdom 
Cogitationes morta.. Of Saints, which inueſterh vs with the poſſeſſion of a true felicity. The though, 
lus timide '&> in- of mortal men are feareful , and their prouidence yncertame. My God, whos ableta kuy 
cent prouidentie thy meaning, if tby ſetfe giue him not wiſdome ? Behold the vertues which guideth; 
21g vgs ſenſesangconnerſation of man, againſt the diſorders of fleſh and bloud, the 
dede.isſapieniam? Chicfe plagues of nature, Let vs now ſuruey thoſe which oppoſe the fecoud 
Sap. 9. impurity , to wit couctouſneſle. 


—_— —p—_——_—_—_— ts a 4 r — — 


Of the wertnes whith oppoſe the ſecond impurity , called 
conerouſneſſe., to wit pouerty , iuſtice,, charity. 


"PI — —__— 
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SECTION. XXvII 


Ponerty of r1 ch men, 


= = tg == HERE arc three ſorts of pouerty; pouerty of necel. 
3. forts of pouerty, | SIS ſity, poverty by profeſſion, pouerty of affe&ion, Po. 
er uerty of neceſſity is that of the wretched , a conſtrai. 
no ncd,necdy,and diſaſtrous poverty, Pouerty by profel. 
bell fion is that of Religious, profeſſed by their Sr you, 
=-| which is meritorious and glorious. Pouerty of affec- 
-, tion, is an expropriation from the inordinate Joue of 
terrene goods. 


_— 
_ 


Execution. VI. To vſe dexterity , promptitude , and conltancy-in the execution y; 
| things wel reſolued on; that isthe tipe and crowne ofprudence. Many bry, 
reſolutions are ſeen without fruit or effe&, whichare likeegs ful of wing;a, 

is but a ſhadow and a meer illuſion of prudence. Seaſonable time mug , 
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1, Po. 
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 PRACTIZE OF VERTVES: 


.., 
tobe yours which you may daily looſe,and which inthe end you ſhal forgoe Auguſt. ep, ad Ar: 
foreuer. Thinke not you haue any thing yours but your ſelfe. If you loue riches, mentar. & Pauli- 


put them in 4 place aſſured for ery. © | __ | 
II. If you be not poore,liue in riches like the poore, Oftentimes place: 
our ſelfe in thought een! t ſtate you were borne in fro your mothers 


- 


womb,or in that ſtate-you muſt returne vnto 1n the earth, Youthen wil haue Mgn ſublime ſapere, 
nocauſe to become prougof your riches, when you fhal ſee your ſelfe en- nec ſperare in incerts 


compaſſed with falle feathers , faſbned tagetVier with waxe ; which with the 
frſt rayes of the other life wil ſcatter and fly away. | 

111. Neuer ſuffer gold and filuer ro predominate ouer you like a King, but 
hotd chem vnder obedience likea flaue. Al theſe thingsToine frommtheearch; 
andare made for the vie of an earthly boily : What eftceme can a ſ{oule make. 
of them, volefſe ſhe becomererreftrial?[t you regard neceſſity, you haue but 
very litle need of them: If your owne ſenſual appetites;you thal neuer ſariſfy 
them.Leaue concupiſcence, and ferue neceſhty. 


- IV. Liue inſuch manner,that if you did know it tobe purely and ſimply 


the wil of God you ſhould from this day bediſpoyled of al your wealth, and 
nothing letr you bur ſo much as would ſuthce to entertaine life, you not- 
withſtanding would ſhew this change to be:acceprabvle to you, ſaying with 


holy lob : God hath giuen it to me, God hath taken it from me ; his name be ener prayſed, M 
Theodoret makes mention of a very rich man, a Perſian by Nation and a Sames. 


Chriſtian by profeſſion, called Semes, from'whom the King of Perſia tooke al 
his plentiful poſſeſſions,deprining him of gold, filuer, garments, ſtock, reue- 
newes, and retinue; and not.contentinghiadclfe with that,gaue his wife and 
houſe to aſeruant of this holy man, further enforcing him to ſerue as aſlaue 
wethis varlet, moſt yngrateful and batbarous to his good Maiſter. Behold 
heerin whicher humane miſeries may arrive, Notwithſtanding Sames, a rock 
afconſtancy,was neuer a whir ſhaken, hawing this maxime wel imprinted in 
his hart, chat for acceſlor ies we muſt neuer looſethe principal, 

-'V. Gouerne your houſe in al frugality and modeſty':Make the expences 
whichyoukno - ro be neceſſary and agreable to your ſtate, not as apoſlſeſ(- 


nam. Dimwtie fs dils« 
guntur ib; ſernentuy, 


vbi perixe no poſſuns, 


diuitiarum, 
Is Timoth, 9. 


artyr*of pouerty? 


ſourbur as a ſteward , and know you ſhal be accountable of the poores por- Djutem ts ſeni.eni 
tion before God, Apprehend not ſo much he faruretimc, either for your pauperes. | 


ſelfe or children , nor affli&t your felfe for preſent or paſſed loſſe. Likewiſe 
when you hauc good ſucceſle in your affaires ; paſſe. ouer it as a wary bee 
oner honey , not clamming your wings ; according to the notable ſen- 


tence of $. Auguſtine in his epiſtle ro Romanian, Living inthis manner,although Auguſt. ad Remas 


you haue Creſus his wealth you fhal tiue happily poore. Itis ſaid, that a grear 

Pope with al the riches which he had, & daily diſtribured for ſupply ofnecdy 

mankind, was thoughtto be poorer(and as 1 may ſay more expropriated)then 

| ns who hal nothing in his Cel but a Cat, he now being become a 
iter ouer his owne affections. 


SECTION, 


nian. ep I13. 
Non fruſtra in melliy 
 Copia pennas habes 
apicyla , nef7ig eniny 
herextem, 
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SECTI O N. XXVIIL 


 Pratiixe of zuſtce, 


Neceſſity of —mran_m=—_—_== | AT yhich the ayre is in the elementary worll 
uſtice, 2: the ſun in the celeſtial, the ſoule inthe inrelligip} 
iuſtice is the ſame in the ciuil. It is the ayre whig 
ag 21 afflicted deſire to breath ; the ſun which diſpellgi 

»@\ al clouds; the ſoule which giueth life to al thin 

<< The vnhappineſſe is, it is more found on the pa 
=>! of Writers then in the manners of the liuing, To, 

E SA uſt, isto be al that which an honeſt man may 
ae] ſince iuſtice is to giue cuery one what appertainey 


a 


\ 
| It's Actions are, | 
Firſt iuſtice, I. Toſubic& within vs the body to the ſoule, and the ſoule to God: Forth 
firſt ations of iniuſtice are to place paſſions vpon Altars, reaſon in fetten, 
and not to ſearch for the Kingdome of heauen bur in the ſway of our owe 
priuate intereſts, . : E.., 

11. Concerning him who fits in place of magiſtracy, to haue an ardex 
zeale for the maintenance of lawes, to bend al his endeauours,ro apply althe 
forces ofhis mind and courageto authorize 1uſtice , to ſtrengthen his arne 
againſt the torrent of iniquities, andto pur al his peculiar intereſts vnderthe 
diſcharge of his employments. He muſt haue a great ſpirit to carry himſelk 
in that manner, andeſpecially ina world of corruptions. A good and perket 

Tob. 19. | Iuſticer, like vnro Iob, is as a Phenix. Ages ſcarcely produce him , and wha 
"i he dieth he contriſtates the whole world. Where ſhal you find him whoa 
_ —r_ = atrribute to himſelfe this rare commendation couched in the books of thi 
bo fiantcs| / 1a worthy man: | am clothed with wſtice as with 4 garment ; I am adorned with ri 
ge, z14dicro me. reouſneſſe as with a diademe ; 1 haue been aneye to the blmd , a ſoot to the lame , a ſat 
Oculus fui caco & : of the poore, I brake the iaw-bones of the vniuſt man, and tooke the prey out of bis teeth, 
pes claudo: OE 4 11. Notto know the fauour eyther of parents, freinds, fleſh, or bloul, 
_ perry a” when there is occaſion of doing an a& of iuſtice, as Canutus King of Denmak 
dentibus illiws aufe- did, who after he had examined the proceſle of tweluethicues| and conden. 
rebamprelam. nedthem, found. one who ſaid he was extracted of royal blond : It is rea 
_—_—_ Chroni- (faith the King) ſome grace should be done to him , where fore giue hm the bigheſt gia, 
Admirable iuſtice $0 the famous Zaleucwto ſatisfy the law , pulled out one of his one eyes, and 
without fauour. the other of hisſonne.So Andronius Commenus Cauſed publikely to ſet one of hi 
fauourites on the pillary , and commanded al thoſe who wrought miſchict 
vnder the hope of his fauour, eyrher to leaue iniuſtice or life. So the Emperour luſt 
ſuffered one of his greateſt minions tobe apprehended at his owne table by 
the Prouofſt , and thence dragged toexecution, | 
Perempterium eft m _ TY, To abhorre thoſe who betray iuſtice eyther for money, reuenge,loue, 
>» — or any other paſſion, as monſters ot nature , murderers of mankind , to holl 
wel faxorem querers CNEM anathemarizcd with the great excommunication of nature, Not toad 
perſonarum, mire their fortune, nor inany ſort to participate in their riches to becomel 
Caſhiod, copanion intheir crimes, holding this vndoubted that the fire of Gods 1uds 
———_—y ment wil deuoure their Tabernacles who practize theſe corruptions. In th 
mane cpm; forme of an oath exhibited vnder the Emperour Isſttnian , the _—_—_ 
ob.1y5, 
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areto maintcine Religion and juſtice, according to their power, and in Oath of Magi 
caſe of corruption they wiſhed vpon themſclues by way of execration the + <q 
crembling of Cain, the leaproſy of Giezi, the lot of 1udes, andal that which 
may aſtoniſh man, 
V. To haue the cares alwayes open, and bowels of compaſiion ready to 
heare the complaints of widdowes, orphans, afflicted, and torlorne people, 
who endure al the torments of the world to breake through the preſſe to 
manifeſt their miſeries. The Emperour Traian hath done many braue and emi- Notable af of 
nent a&s, but none of his atchicuements were fo reſplendent as the iuſtice Traian 
hereadily afforded to a vertuous widdow,Her ſonne had been flayne, and ſhe 
not being able to obtaine 1uſtice, had the courage to accoalt the Emperour 
ig che midit ot the Citry of Kome , amongſt an intinitnumber of people and 
fouriſhing legions which followed him to the warres he was then going to 
ike in Valachiz, At her requeſt Tratan, notwithſtanding he was much preſſed 
with the affaires of a moſt vrgent warre, alighted from his horſe, heard her, 
comforted her,and did her iultice, This afterward was repreſentedon Traien's 
pillar,as one of his greateſt wonders. Aad it is ſaid, he was highly commen- 
ded and admired by $.Gregory the Grear; 
Vi, Todoe good and to execute iuſtice with expedition, not ſtretching 
the leather with the teeth, as ſaid the good King Lewis the 12.taxing the * of 
d&ayes,references, and neglects of ludges, The Chronicle of Alexandria rela- 47 rs 
techan admirable paſſage of Theodorich, King of the Romans, to whom a wid- Chron Alexars 
dow named Iunenalis made her complaiar, that a ſuit of hers in Court was drinum, 
drawne at length for the ſpace of three yeares , which might haue been dif- 
patched in few dayes. The King demanded who were her ludges; ſhe named 
them; they were ſent vnto and commanied to giue al the ſpeedy expedition 
that was poſſible to this woman's cauſe , which they did, and in two dayes 
determined it to her good liking, Which done Theodorick_ called them againe: 
they ſuppoſing it had been to applaud their excellent iuſtice now done, 
haſtned thither ful of joy. Being come the King asked of them ; How com- 
meth it to paſſe you haue performed that in two dayes, which had not been done in three 
jeares? They anſwered : The recommendation of your Maieſty made vs finish it. How ? 
replieth the King, When I put you into office did I not conſigne al pleas a:d proceedings to 
Jou,and particularly thoſe of widdowes ? Tou deſerue death , ſo to haue ſpunne out a buſineſſe 
mlength three yeares ſpace , which required but two dayes diſpatch. And atthatinſtane 
commanded their headsrobe cur off, The good Iuwenalis was fo ſtrucken 
with admiration for ſuch an a&, that ſhe came to the King to render thankes, 
and to offer candles to him as to a holy Saint, And would to God Theodorick, 
had ſtil perſeuered in ſuch integrity. 
VII, Not to be contented with conſcience alone, but to haue ſcience alſo, 
welto examine matters,and to obſerue the formes of right: Not to cauſe any 
body to be puniſhed or tormented by precipitation without ſuthciet proofs, 
Itis alamentable thing, when through a deſperate haſt an innocent1s berea- 
ved of that ina moment, which neuer can be. againe reſtored although he 
ſhould liue a hundred thouſand yeares. But it is to be wickedly vniuſt , when 
that is alſo confirmed by malice and cruelty, which was begun by. miſtaking: _ | 
As happened to Piſo, who raſhly condemned apoore ſoldier ro death, wrong- _ cruelty of . 
fully ſuſpe&ed of the murder of his living companion, As the innocent man 2 deira, ht} 
had now his neck ynder the ſword of his executioner, this camerado of his, <c, 16. 
ſuppoſed to be layne by him, appearcd liuing and in health. The Centurion, | 
who attended the execution, brought them both back againe with. much 
Concourſe of people, ro preſent them to Fiſo. This furious Indge earagedly 
ſhamed of the firſt ſentence which he oner haſtily had giuen, commanded 
they ſhould both be put to death, and that alſo the Centurion ſhould beadded 
totheu: One becauſe he was already condenmned, although ——— 
ecaule 
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becauſe he was thought to be dead, and the third becauſe he would pref 
inthe Tudge wiſdome and innocency. This Barbarian ſhortly ater paygy, 
this fault ioyned with many others, by a merueilous turne of fortune & 
moſt ſhametul death. 

VLI. To be more inclining alwayes to mercy then ſeucrity , yer yy 
withſtanding wel to take heed, leaſt this mercy degenerate into a (oftne 
very preiudicial to the maintenance of iuſtice, Alſo to vitit priſons, to, 
whatis fitto be done, and not to ſuffer priſoners to conſume in a tedious w 
yrkeſome miſery without true cauſe of delay, | 

IX, Toextend the hand,that honeſt men-may be mainteyned,proregz 
recompenced for ſeruices donero the Common-wealth , and malefacuy 
puniſhed, and vſed according to their demerits, fince reward and punichny 
(as Democritus ſaid ) are the rwo Drumities of Weales-publike , and the two Poles g 
which the affaires of the world dve moue. : 

Tuſtice of parti- X, As for the juſtice of parricular men, it is to obey lawes and Magiſt 

culars, | tes, keep peace and concord among theirneighbours : To wrong no majy 
his honour, body,goods, allies, reputation,nor any thing that apperteyne 
to another,either by word,deed,or by ſigne. 

Xl. To betrue in words, loyal in promiſes, faithful in proceedings, y 
handle the affaires which one mannageth roundly and freely without 4 
ſimulation,deccir, treachery,to auoid vſury .and al vniuſt gaine,to pay deby 
not to withhold ſeruants or hirelings wages, to be ready to ſatisfy tho 
whom one hath offended, often to beg of God thar ia the day of his or; 
Aſſiſes we may appeare inthe robe of 1uſtice, to expe with al confideny 
the benigae breath of his mercies, 


"SECTION mx 


Prathze of gratitude. 


Beneficie pulneri ; N E of the nobleſt aRs of iuſtice is the acknowledy 
or" aways Py ment of a benefit, A vertue very rare in this Age, whe 
ifs Þ (as wel Sir Thomas More (aid ) good turnes are written in 

A ſingular ſaying and miunes and reuenges 0n marble. Saint Ambroſe afſurt 
of Sir Thomas vs it was not without myſtery yong Toby tooke a ty 


Y for the companion of his voyage : God would he ſhoil 
learne acknowledgement of benefits in the natured|ſ}*0v 
this creature, the Hicrogliphe of gratitude, dere; 

The a&s of acknowledgment, are, 
I. Not todeny,difſemble,nor euer to forget a benefit, but to acknowledrſſ'® the 


Amb.1,6.Hexi.c.4. 
Tobycs deg, 


Gratitude of the . __ : : ; 
Hebrewes. it,retaine it, prayſe, extol it, as the ancient Hebrewes did, who ſer markes nf} \0ue,! 
Toſepb. Antiq. 1,4, their armes,and enfignes at their gates, for the remembrance and ackno Tt 


ledgement of a benefit receiued, It is a great ſhame to be aſhamed to owl 1: 
benefit, and to auoid the ſight of a benefaRour, as if his preſence vpbraidt 
either our ingratitude or diſability. 

IT. To be thankeful, not onely in the preſence of the benefaRourf 
ſome litle vaine oſtentation of acknowledgement,but to publiſh itto orhe 
in time and placc, and to retaine it as it were engrauen in a reſpedl 
memory, | 
III. To recompence him according to power, not onely in propo . 


ſerue } 
In z2 
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at ſuperaboundantly, which thar it may be the better effeRed, to conſider 

hatis gizenco vs, trom whom, when, and how. A benefit 1s euer belt ac- 

epred from a treindly,tranke,and free hand, and many times from whom ic 

leaſt expected, in a preſſing neceſſity. A benefit from a harſh man, giuen as 

were trowardly,isa ſtony loate of bread, which necellity enforceth vs to 

ake, not free-wil. Iris no gaift, when thar 1s gluen which can no longer be Sordid liberaliny 
ichheld 32S Emenuelithe Emperour, who ſecing his ful coffers in the hands of ,F Emanuel.Comes 
he Pcrſtans , ſaid ro his ſoldiers : Goe takethem, I giue them to you. Iris a nus, 

gligent and remifſegiuing, when the extceme want of a poore manis ex- * 

&e:As the fountaine of Narn:, which neuer diſtilled it's ſtreames but on Leider in Vmbria. 
ecuc of afamine. Aſmalcourtelſy ſeaſonably done deſeructh much, an 

hat was the cauſe why King Agrippa made a pooreſeruirour,nam=dThaumaſtys, Toſeph. 1.18. avtiq. 
heſecond perſon of his Kingdome, for that he had giuen him aglaſle of ,. —_ _ 
fire water in his great neceſſity, when vnder Tyberius he was tycd to = 9g via for ha- 
tree before the Palace of the Emperour, and endured a molt ardent uing giuen a glaflg 


DOD 
thirſt, of water, 


IV. As it is not good to ſuffer a benefit ro waxe old, ſoit is not alwayes 
expedient torecompence itſo readily, as it we bare our obligation with im. 
zttence,, and that we had an opinion this benefit came to vs from a hand 
beſmeared with birdlime, with intention to graſp another, The beſt way js 
tot your ob{cruances creep into credit, in time and place, with ſo much 
the more precaution as they ought to haue the lefle of oſtentation, 


SECTION TL 
Prattixe of charity, 


AINT TIreneus ( as we haue ſaid ) calleth charity a rmineni/fmun cha 
molt excellent preſent from heauen,the rop and zenith riſmawm. 

\ of al verrues.guifts, and fauours of God. Saint Maximus ys oat 4.C.6% 
y ſaith, it is the gate of the Sanctuary , which leadeth vs os —_ — 
 arightto the viſion ofthe holy Trinity, It is the double Reg 4.c. 2. 
ſpirit which Elxzeus required, wherewith to loue God 

FX, and our neighbour, Behold the whole law, behold al Plenicuds legir Cha: 
FS perfection. You are not much to affli& your ſelte (ſaith ris. 
$. Auguſtine ) to become perfe&. Lone God, andthen *ug-tratt. in epitt, 
doe what you wil: For if you defire to know whether your loue towards God p,...yem 5. 
bercal and not counterfait,, marke how you loue your neighbour. By how Ribliothec. PP; 
much the lines draw neerer one to another, ſo much the more they approach Do, 6. 

tothe center : By how muchthe neerer you approachto your neighbour in 
loue;by ſo much the neerer you are to God. 

The Actions of this Royal vertue are, 

I, To haue an affe&ionate delight in God, for that he is God, al wiſe, al 
$00d, al powerful, al amiable,al iuſt,al merciful; the original fountaine of al 
wiſedome, goodneſſe, power, beauty, iuſtice,mercy. Moſt hartily ro reloyce 
that he firtethin the throne of glory , as in an abyſle of ſpendour, adored 
withour intermiſſion by a} the celeſtial powers, by al the Saints , by althe 
exalte Spirits, To deſirethart al the creatures in the world might adore and 
ſerue him, that al ynderſtandings were repleniſhed with the knowledge of 
Im, al memories with his benefits, al-wils with his love, Such was the 
aftcRion 


As of charity, 
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affection of that good Fryer Giles, companion to 8, Francis, who was my; 
moued in beholiing the beauties of God , and afterwards wept bittey 
becauſe, as he ſaid, loue was not beloued enough, 

[[. Tobe ſenlibly ſorrowful for the impieties,herefies, infdelitics,errgy 
ſinnes, diflolutions, which haue counered the face of the earth. To reſſeg;, 
iniuries done to God, as one would the rebukes of a good father, of aloy 
brother , or of ſome perſon molt tenderly affeRionare, as the apple of yy, 

Merueylous zeale eye.lIt is an admirable thing to ſee 1n Scripture a poore Princeſle,daughtery 
ofa Lady. law of Heli, falling in trauayle yponthe newes brought her of the raking, 
the Arke of coucnanr, and death of her husband and neighbours ; for, 
neither to thinke of father, brother, husbaad,no nor the paines of her chill 
bearing, nor tocomplaine of any thing bur of the ſurprizal of the Arke, yy 
2.Reg.4. to haue dying theſe words on her lips: Farewel the glory of [{rael, fiace the Arkes 
Trarſt ua eſt gloria God is takon away , What zeale isthis in a woman? And now adayes onecy 
deT/re:l,quia copia ot looſe agrey-hound a curtal iade,a bird, but al the. houſe is filled wiz 
eſt Arca Des. DO i i , 
noyce & out-crycs,whillt tor iniuries done to God the harts of men are yey 
inſen{ible, 

" HI. To loue al mortal menas creatures made to the image of God, hy 
aboue al,the faithful,in the quality of perſons deſtined to the ſoucraignebe, 
tiruie: to wiſh them true bleſſings, as 1ultifhcation, grace, vertues, ſpirity 
progreſſion, glory. Moreouertodefire they may be tortunate in riches, hy 
nour,credit,good ſuccefle intheir afftaires,if ſuch comforts may conduce y 


procure them beatirude. | - 

IV. Neuerto deſpiſe,neuer to iudge raſhly,neuer ro interpret other me fe 

actions inan il ſenſe; butto compaſſionate their infirmities, beare theirbs. (,, 

dens, excuſe their weakenefles , make-vp and conſolidate the breache, oil ,c 

charity happend by their fault, ro hateimperfe&ions , and cuer to louena ay 

yea euen your enemies. Therein the touch-ſtone of true charity is knoynW ,.. 

The meanes to preſerue one from his enemies ,is to pardon cuemies, {yl g,. 

Diſce "il'gere inimici;, 5, 4.,9ufline, One of the goodlyeſt ſpeRacles,able to attra&t Angels to thegw: the 
otue mois why of heauen to behold it, is neyther Threaters, Amphiteaters, Pyramids,uMW 
'_ Obeliskes;but a man, who knoweth how to doe weland heare 1], and royis Ot! 

dicate himlſelfe from il by doing wel. _s 

Cardinal Petrus Damianus relateth how he being a ſtudent at Faenza, ot C 


told him of an Acof charity happened (as I belicuc ) in his time, att chil 
ſame place, of which he made more account then of al the wonders of tk diſt 
An excellent pafſ- world. It was a man, whoſe eyes another moſt traiterouſly had pulledon, 
ſage of charity. andthis accident had confined him in a Monaſtery, where he lined a pure an Gill 
vaſpotted life, yealding al offices of charity 'according to the ability ofhi 


perſon, It fel out this cruel creature who had done this miſchicuons # þ 
ſickned ofa languiſhing malady , and found himſelte enforced to be carriiſf & q 
to that ſame place where he was whom he had bereaued of ſight, His haſW 1; 
ſaid within him, he would neuer endure him, bur for reuenge would putor This 
nis eyes. On the contrary,the blind man made earneſt ſuir ro doe this at hom 


Charity to him withal the moſt feruent endeauour, as if he had ſonght ſons 
great fortune from the hand of a Prince, Behold he preuayled, he is deputtd 
tothe ſeruice of the ſick man, and he dedicared to him al the fun&ions ofhi 
body , except the eyes which the other had pulled out. Notwithſtandin 
({aiththe Cardinal) he wanted not cyes, hauing thoſe of ſupreme charity ai 
patience, You would ſay this good blind man was al eyes, al armes, al hand 
al hart, to attend this ſick man,ſo much conſideration, vigour, diligence, at 
affeion he vſed. And what ſhould they heer ſay, who vpon the leaſt affrom 
burne with a reuengeful ſpirit? | 

V. Not to haue a lazy and languiſhing charity, which is onely in idea, bf 
to be diligent, cordial, trickt ; not for particular ends, bur the taintlei 
maxim 
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maximes of verrue. It wasagreat folly inthoſe Philoſophers called the Con- 

xemplatours , Who placed perfection in ſitting with armes a-crofle , without 

going any a& to aſliſt in the ſociery of men.Witneſfe the prime Prince among 

them, named Pirrho, who beheld the ſtarres whilſt his companion Axaquus fal- Laert, L 6: 

ling inco a ditch cried out tor help : They both were found , the one in this 

miſery deſpairing, and the other contemplating. It was ſaid tothe Maiſter: 

What doe you heer , my frend? Why endeauour you not 10 draw your companion out of this Stupidity of Pigs 


| ach? No other anſwer would he make : Les me alone, | meditate how to become an rho- 


hneſt man, And behold him a lazy truant, without any further ſearch in giuing _ —_— bas 

aydto this miſerable man. In the whole hiſtory of Ply the beſt ward is this: Plis "ou 

It is 4 Diuinity for one man to doe good to another, and behold the maſt aſſured way of eternal Deus eft mortal iu? 

glory. ware morialem, oy | 
VI. For this purpoſe you ought to know not onely at your fingers ends, # «4 riemem gle 

but to haue both in hart and hand the works of mercy fpiritual and corporal, ''** %%< 

Youmuſt diſpoſe your ſelfe with eſpecial endeauour ro almes-deeds. There is *\*: 

the ſchoole of rich men, it istheir leſſon, their philoſophy , their heauenly 

Alchimy , their tuſtificarion, their ſaluation, their glory. The pracize of al- 

mesis not now to be required, Ir is eaſily found, There are as many wayes of 

mercy as there arc miſeries in mankind, which are cuery day expoſed to our 

eyes : thouſand told happy are they who ſeriouſly bend themſelues to com- 

fort ſuch, cuery ane to the proportion of his power, How many braue and 

noble ſpirits are induſtrious in that kind ? Same ( as the Emperour Titus ) 

thought they had loſt a day wherein they had obliged no man. Qthers daily 

fed ome poore creature , in whom they acknowledged the Perſon of leſus 

Chnſt. Others wet vp & downe 1nto publike ſtreets, to find out the neceſſities 

of men, to relicue and conſolate them. Others humbled themſelues conti. 

nually to the ſeruices of the ſick and indigent, Others raught this practize to 

their litle children , almoſt from the nurces breaſt ; as ſoane as they began to 

ſutter out words, they were made oratours for thepoore. Others diſtributed 

theirreuenew in equal portions to Churches, needy perſons, and for their 

owne maintenance, Others gaue the firſt fruirs of al their encreaſe of profits, 

Others founded and inſtituted a thouſand excellent workes of piety, Beho{d | 

good life heerin, faire hope, and generous charity, And is it not to be the If vero ininflicie 

ſcome and ſcandal of mankind to amaſle riches for wormes, for moaths , for pwr Ps. 1+ Doe 

children many times wicked , drunken, looſe Libertines , who wil play and (. j,,minw potngy 

diport ypon their parents tombs ?It were a notable inſcription if one ſhould wu, 

puttheſe words vpon your monument , which Valeriw gaue to ane called Auguſt. I. de difchy 

Gillis: plina Chriſtunia 
QVODGILLIAS POSfIDEBAT, OMNIVM 2VASI COMMPYNE Val 4.c.8. 

PATRIMONIVM EKAT ; HIC IPSIVS LIBERALIT ATIS PRAE= 

CORDIA HABVIT, ET DOMVS EIVS QVASI QVAEDAM MV- 

NIFICENTIAE OFFICINA, What Gillis bad, was the poſſeſion of al mankind. 

This man had bis bart and entrailes compoſed euen of charity it-ſelfe; His houſe was 4 sbop of 

bounty, | 
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Of vertues that oppoſe the third impurity , which 
which is pride of life, 


——_Y 


SECT TON, ad. 


Prattize of humility and magnanmmity. 


O ſay that Noble men and perſons of quality haue no need ofth 
Y vertue of humility,is to ſay that ſick men haue no need of health, 
\G- Humility is the element & orbe of vertues. Itis the gate of Chi. 
{tianity (ſaith S. Cyprian) and we ought not to thinke thatmy 
EVSA wil be loyalro faith,who is vnfaithful to the vertue of Ieſu Chi, 
to wit humility. It is neceſſary for al men , but eſpecially great-ones , why 
are more roughly aſſaulted by the ſtormes of pride : Andit this vertue be; 
contempr of it's owne excellency , where ſhal you find out this exccllencyt 
find out the contempr therof? Shal ir be in meane and inferiour ſpirirs ? They 
naturally are in their owne way of baſeneſſe, butnot therefore in the path 
Magna virtureſt hu- humility. The moſt exat humility is that, which bath more of honour, and eſſe of the ſal 
milites honorats, of honour ſaith $, Bernard, The ſtarres are beheld inthe bottome of a pir, a 
profound humility makerh the moſt radiant ſplendours appeare in gre. 
neſſe, The Sundifpelleth the grofleſt vapours, and draweth the thinneſt a 
ſubtile to'/himfelfte : How much the more you leflen your ſelfe, ſo muchthe 
neerer you ſhal approachto the Sun of true glory. 1t you defire to pradt 

this celeſtial vertue, behold the aEtions, : 
= of Nobilie I. Doc not intoxicate your braine with a mad vanity of noble race, whic 
reprehenſible. 7 cauſerh many to dig out and difcntomb their Grand-fires, as it were fromthe 
aſhes of old Troy: and as Auſoniws ſaith, inſo carefully ſearching out vncertaine 
parents, they many times giue occaſion to thinke they haue none certaine 
Nobility isnot to be blamed, fince it is the happineſſe of good extraction,bu 
to be vantingly puffed vpon this occaſion is a meer folly. He thar ſhoull 
reuolne and rifle the whole maſſe of mankine (ſaith Plato) ſhould find therei 
no King , which commeth not from ſeruitours , nor ſeruitour wko commett 

not from Kings. 

11, Not to affe& , nor ſecke after humane praiſes, flattery , complacenc, 
ticklings ofrepuration, which inebriate al ſhallow braines, Not through 
Names of land, fectation to diſplay a large liſt of titles and qualities. The time hath ben 
| when men named Jands ; at this day lands denominate men. So many abiet 
villages, boroughs, hamlets , braue it in paper, and ſet our memories ontk 
rack to name one man , who ſhould rather be named and renowmed for ver 
tues, which are the enheritance of men Our Anceſtours, who raiſed their titles 
vponnobleaRios,were men of heauen: but now when welo paſſionatly ſect 
to acquirenames of theearth, we wel thereby declare we are me of the earth, 
II. When one is arriued by vertue to ſome fortune and condition emi- 
nent, not at an inſtant to turne his braine as with a voluntary drunkenneſle 
and forget not onely his poore parents but himſclte alſo , affe&ing wry 
Modeſty in its ex- mouths , crabbed lookes , di{daines , il countenances , and much exteriou 
altacion, ſeeming, to blot out the memory of his extraction. The good Primiſlaw being 
Humility of Pri- oe from the fortune of a peaſant ro the Soueraignty of Bohemia, cauſed his 
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| andchatrer like cranes : The one paſſe along like great riuers, letting their 
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ſented to him , to renew the- memory of his bloud, and thereby cheriſh his 
owne humility. Pope Benegid the eleauenth , the fonne of a filly pcaſant,his mo- 
ther being brought vnto-him inarich and ſumptuous habit, with intention 
much to pleaſe him, turned his eyes away, and ſaid he could not acknowledge 
this woman for his mother. But ſhe afterwards returning to him inher ru- 
tick attire, he acknowledged her, and yealded al the duties of a good ſonne. 
Their harts were deep in humility , and not of theſe petry ſpirits, who are 
aſhamed of their beginning , and reſemble thoſe beaſts which thinke they 
are wel hidden if their heads be couered, ſhewing the reſt of their bodies. 

IV. Neyther to make your ſelfe Fierabras, nor the Knight of the burning 
fyord in matter of valour, Thoſe who moſt braue it in words, are found very 
ſort in performance, The worldis ful of Rodomours , who onely are tranſpor- Rodoamongs 
ted with arrogant and ſodaine furies , as Rabſaces in the Scripture; but few are 
foundtruely valorous, When Homer maketh his braue Captaines march, he 
giues.them Glence for guide. Contrarywiſe he maketh cowards to babble 


{treames glide ſoftly with filent maieſty ; the other doe nothing els but mux- 
mur like litle brooks ; A ſigne of not being valiantart al, is to ſtriue to ſeeme 
valiant. 

V, To boaſt the beauty of body is to haue a great defe& in the judgement V 
which is the beauty of the ſoule. lt is verily adeſperate vanity, when a Lady 
ynder the colour that ſome ſcribling Rimer hath giuen her the locks of 4- 
rors, the eyes of Venus, the port of Iuno, the feet of Thetis , makes herſelfe the 
Queen of Antioch, and glorities herſelfe many times with a beauty meerly ima. 
ginary, Queen Strafonics, wife of Seleucw,had not one haire vpon her head, yer Ridiculous pride 
notwithſtanding gaue fix hundred crownes ro a Poet, who had celebrateq of Queen ſtrarongy 
her in his verſe, and ſung that her haire had the tinRure of the Marigold, 1 ©** ; 
know not how this foothing flatterer meant it, bur this Queen became very 
proud , which made her ſo much the more ridiculous, Although this beauty 
weretrue, it is but white and vermillion skin diſtended ouer a carcaſe, which 
couereth many ordures : It is adounghil blanched with ſnow,an Idol of foo- 
ls,aflower of the field, which hath (as it were) for horizon the inſtant of it's x1iraber celerem for 


anity of beauty 


. 


birth, We may wel giue it the epitaph of the Roſe: giting erate 79inmy 
HEER LYES THE ROSE IN ONE DAY COME £1 dum neſcunmur, 
FROM THE FIRST BLOSSOME TO A TOMB conſenuiffe 10/4. 


VI. A much more notorious folly it alſo is to boaſt & braue it in apparel! 
which are plaiſters of the ſcarres of ſinne, to wit nakedneſle ; borrowed fea- 
thers from al kind of birds,vnpuniſhed thefts, witneſſes of our pouerty ,which 
cauſethvs to beg the aſſiſtance of al creatures to couer our ſhame, What an 
indignity is it to be defirousto braue it aboue one's ſtate, quality, or port, & 
to arias height, ofttimes to beare the fat and marrow of the poore in p 
theplaits garments?Nay theſe many rapines are not ſufficient toentertaine 
this enraged prodigality. Debts muſt grow which cannot be diſcharged: pabits: 
Silke muſt be dragged ar your heeles, & aSergcant ready behind you; to ſhew 
gold, and hide miſery and ſinne; to adorne a body , as if it werea Temple of 
F9)pt,with al poſſible ſplendour , and to lodge within it the ſoule of a Rar. 
What infamy is it ro behold ina banquet 2 Roman Lady, called Lollia Pauline, Plin, 9.1. c 
cary about her in chaines, carcanets, and pretious {tones,a million of gold, & Panlina bare =— 
her father , who had diſpoiled al the Roman Prouinces to cloath this onely hera milioa of *' 
daughter,drinke afterwards poiſon, ouerwhelmed in the deſpaire of his owne gold, 
affaires? Is not the chamlet-cote of the greateſt of al our Kings, S. Lews , is it 
tot of power to confound al Courticrs of both ſexes, who hauing nothing 
worthy of praiſe in them , would dignify themſclues with apparel, ſhewing 
they haue like peacockes a litle head, litle braine , beautiful feathers, and a 
long taile? 
R 2 VII, 
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VII.Not to be proud for riches, for they are a riuer which now this dayp,g, 


aiong by your lodging, and areno more yours then the riucr of Seqxe, 
to looke with a ſurly face in great fortunes and dignities ; for it is a Vizay 


Supereminence of in a Comedy , which muſt preſently be pulled off. Not to valew your elk 


perſon, 


Modeſty, 


Magnanimuty. 


Arifſt, Ethic, 3- 


Prailc of patience, 


A notable obſer. 
uation vpon the 


habit of the High 


Prieſt, 


highly fora happy memory ; for it is as it were the belly of the faple,my 
times filled with much windineſlſe : nor forwit , for itis often but thin, lik 
the ſpiders web, fit to catch flies andnothing els : nor for the 1udgemer; 
for much to confide therin is a dangerous leaprouſy inthe hart of man, ' 
VIII. To meaſure your ſelfe by your owne rule , to know:your ouwne ghj, 
lity , not ouermuch to preſume of your owne forces, not ro vndertake agrey 
burden, and ſhrinke vnder the weight of it, To ſpeake litle of your ſelfe, ay 
of al that which is your owne, not to ouer-prize, nor detect your ſelfe, rggy, 
good without ſpeaking of it,to obey the commandments of Superiours fig, 
tully , readily , couragiouſly , tro moderare deſires , to loue mediocrity iny 
things, to haue aſweer, affable, and reſpe&tiue conuerſation. 

IX, If yoube truly humble you wil neceſlarily haue the a&s of magni. 
mity,which are to vndertake greatthings for the honour of God : For ther 
is not any thing ſo potent as the humble man , who expeGethal his pow 
from heauen. To contemne the pramiſes and menaces of great men , wha 
they requeſt or command youto docany iniuſtice. 

X., Todriue from you with courage any obſtacles which preſent theme, 
ues todiuert you froma good worke: To make litle account of al the ſix 
and dignities of the world: To enter into it,ſtay in it, goe out of it,cuer wi 
the ſamecountenance. To take honour as a tribute , which you are to py 
into the coffers of God, To abide continually both in aduerfity and proſe. 
rity within your ſclfe. To recompence a benefit liberally , neuer to detragy 
praiſe ſparingly, beg ſeldome, admire nothing lightly , nor complaine of uy 
man. To holdranke among great men without vanity, and to humble you 
ſelfe to inferiours through charity, Not to vndertake many things , but pe. 
forme braue things. To hate flattery as a plague , hypocriſy as a poiſon con. 
placence as a mockery. To doe and ſpeake freely , what is reaſonable, 
Not to remember iniuries. To ayme rather at true honour thenprotic, 


T 


SECTION. XXXIL. 


Prattixe of patience. 


patience , euer the firſt in the liſt and laſt in the 
triumph. It is the crowned pomegranate which han- 
Ii geth among bels in the loweſt border of the high 

Prieſts robe of the old Law. It was a goodly thing to 
Wl cary al the world on his habir, al was imperfe& with- 
J| our the crowne of patience ; ſhe ir is which hati 
the bel , to teach vs that al vertues are ver 
excellent, bur it belongeth not to them tro proclaime vi&ory without pi 
Tience and perſcuerance. Other vertues are as thoſe ancient Painters , who 


ſubſcribed 
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ſubſcribed atthe foot of their table He painted, be made:but patience may affixe, 

| have made ,. I haue perſetted , ſince it: giueth tul accompliſhment, It is the 

ſ{chooleof Chriſtianity, $0 learned are we({aith S, Ambroſe) a we haue patience : ſo Ambr, ſuper Pros 
much doe we participate wuth God. as we can ſuffer by his example. He bath taken a body ro verb, | 
be able ro ſuffer, and to make himſelſe alto gether the mirrour of ſufferers , and the reward of _ que _ mn | 
thoſe who þaue” patiently endursd, if we ſuffer not to ita re him, our ſoule is no longer ours: —_ a oftends 
For it is the word of the Sunne of God , that we poſſeſſe not this ſoule but by the meanes of pa- nr paticus, ; 
rence. If we leaueir , welocſe al, For the practize ofthis vertue, I require not you Vita PP, 

ſhould be aSaint Macarius , who for hauing killed a gnat which ſtung him Facence of 
went (as if he had commitrted a great act of impatience) for the ſpace of ſix Macarius. 
months expoſing his naked body to al the flyes, gaats, and waſps of the wil- 

gerneſſe ,.to be reuenged on himſelte. This patience is not tor your purpoſe, 

learne one more eaſy. : | 

1, That youalitle beare with your ſelfe. Alfolly hath this property with Patienceof great 
it, that it1s perpetually in diſturbances, euer weary of the preſent, and with men, what, 3 
open mouth gaping tor the future, It leapeth like quick-ſiluer, it boundeth ts. . 
and skippeth from thought rothought, from purpoſe to purpoſe, from place 
toplace, as the ſtag from the hillock to the mountaine , from the mountaine 
tothe hillock. An4 al that proceedeth from impatience of hart, 

Takefor the tirlt act of patience to reclaime your ſelfe within your ſelfe, Firſt patience ts 
not to be ſtil vpon change, to reſt with firme footing in the conditions, pro. ©dure ones ſelfe, 
ſeſſions, employ ments, recreations, in whichthrough duty you are engaged, 

11. To ſpare men ( as ſaith the Emperour Antoninus) and ſuffer men, You To ſpare men, and 
would haue men ſpeake, laugh, goe, and ſpit, euen after your faſhion, that ig endure men, 
the way to pleaſe you. Superiours moleſt you,equals trouble you, inferiours 
candoe nothing to content your appetite, the noice of a doore, the wind of a 
window, a glafſe broken, a meſle of broth ouer-ſalted,a fly inthe kitchin ne- 
gligently drinen away by a feruant makes you enraged. You haue more dif. 
turbances then the winding Euripus hath waues, This proceedeth from the 
great weakenefſe of your vnderſtanding, effeminacy of fleſh , tenderneſſe of 
education, cuſtome of curioſity, ſickneſle, and giddineſle of ſpirit, If you doe 
not ſeaſonably preuent the miſchiete and daily accuſtome your ſelfe totolle- 
rate ſome inconuenience with ſweetneſle and patience, you wil become a 


| monſter in conuerſation, inſupportable to al, and in concluſion troubleſome 


to your ſelfe, What an indignity is itthat a man fulot rebellions againſt God, 
ſhould defire that men & beaſts ſerue him according to al his humours? Some 


| flight fellow wil be ſo obſerued in punto, & athouſand and a thouſand Kings 


haue endured amillion of indiſcretions of their ſeruants with patience. Is it 

not ſaid that Philip the ſecond, King of Spaine , hauing written a letter with his 

owne hand, with much ſtudy and labour, to be ſent to the Pope, when hea(- 

ked for ſand to caſt vpon it his Secretary halte-aſleep powred the inke inthe 

ſtandiſh vpon it ? This would haue put you into a fury , and yet behold 

a man of this eminency bare it without ſpeaking one angry word to his 

ſeruanr. 

II. From hence you ſhal learne to ſuffer calumnies and ſtanderous words, Calumnies; 

not raiſing a ſtorme in your mind about the interpretation of a doubtful 

word, not to frame differencies about the leg of a fly, Not to be amazed at 

forged imputations, which trench euen vpon the Diademes of Kings and 

Miters of Popes. The buckler wherwith you muſt reſiſt them is coutempe 

and innocency. It is.ſaid, the Baſiliske deſirous toinfe&a looking-glaſſe kit 

leth himſelfe by repercuſſio of vapours which proceed from his owne body, 

andthe calumniatour doth-rhe like , when he meereth with a pure vnſpotted 

life : It is a ſmooth glaſſe, which flayeth him with his proper armes, 1. Reg. 25. 

Speake onely theſe Royal words of Daxid , a King and Prophet : My Gog Paticce of Daniy 

f- hu ſuffer this perſecution _ againſt me , at the leaſt I beg the Sacrifice of my —— 
| 3 parience tur Sacrificinm meth 
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p-tience may aſcend to thy Altar in the odour of ſeetneſſe. S. Ambroſe, as I haue &,, 
monſtrated before, hath obſerued that this great man was ſo diſpoſed to Pa. 
ticnce, thar being perſecuted by his ſonne Abſolom, andar the ſame time fy, 
Ferbowt Contwme= riguſly purſued with the foule ſlanders of Semei, he tooke the clamorous ton. 
ha | erri-1dys lewauis gue of this detracour, ro make as it were an Antitote of it, and apply it tg 


| I the ſorrow he recciued from the parricide of an vnnatural ſonne. 


LV. Patiently to endure a malady : It is a hard matter in vehement paineg 
but that ſome out-cryes and exclamations eſcape nature. | know nor why 
hart that Gentleman had of whom the Table of conſtancy ſpeaketh , why 
played ona lute when his leg was cut off with biting ſawes and burning cy, 
reries, wirhout breathing forth one filly figh, That is not exacted of you, by 
that you vſe ſome moderation, and aboue al you haue a ſoule reſigned, pringi. 
pally in dolours and ſmal maladies, which giue you leyſure enoughto reenter 
into your ſeclfe, ' 

V. Finally to ſwim in a ſtrong ſtreame you mult fortify your ſelfe, againg 
al humane accidents,as are the hurly-burlies of fortune, (which in a money 
thruſt a man downe tothe bottome of the wheele) baniſhments, empriſon. 
ments, ſhipwracks, lofſe of goods, infamous accuſations euen of innocency 

it-ſelfe, crimes, calamities, death of freinds ,.neer kinred, fathers, motherg, 
brothers,children, and al that which hath ſadneſſe and horrour in nature,Our 
alas, what lighthings,thunders,tempeſts on al ſides? What traps, what ſnareg 
O man ( miſerable creature.) drenched in the water of thy teares , whichar 
more familiar to thee then the ſea and riuers to fiſhes; where wilt thou ſz 
thy ſelfe, if thou put not thy ſelfe vnder the ſhelter of patience 2 Al is reple. 
nithed with miſeries , and to be deſirous of exemprion ts a petty apoſtacyiq 
nature. Tribulation is the Kings high-way , beaten and tracked with the {4 
cred ſteps of thy Maiſter , and with a countlefſe number of Saints, who aldf 
them haue maJerheir aftli&ions the degrees of their glory. Behold thy It, 
he is the brazen ſerpent, plantedin the wilderneſſeof this world , which hee. 
lethal the birings of our impatience. Behold patience,it is theſalt of the Pro. 
phet Elizews, which purifieth the polluted waters, and (weetnethal the bitter 
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Patience the Sanc- 
tuary of mortals. 


SECTION. XXXIv. 
Praftize of daily aftions, 


Enery day a table 
of life, 


Means of perfec= 4 d the monthin the yeare, and the yeares in the Ages, Euery 
Lion, BYAYANY Day is a briefe table of our life, and the meanes to make ones 
RS ſclfcperte& quickly, is to peforme al our daily aQions with 

mature con(1deration and perte&ion. Behold a pourtraic, the lineaments 


wherof l hauetaken from a man endowed with great wiſdome, religion, and 

Integrity , whom | would willingly name, did I nor feare to offend his humi 
lity, ableto endure any thing but his owne pray ſes, 

I. It is alongrtime ſince the ſun for your benefit hath diſperſed the ſhadowes 

., ofthe night,that you may reioice at the ſight of the great ſpeRacle of - 

| _ 
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gorkes of God;and yet your curtaynes are ſtil ſhut to entertaine you in the 
Jusky image of death. Ger out of your bed, and thinke this goodly ſtarre, 
which maketh you begin the carreere of this day,wilthis day run more then 
tenor twelue millions of leagues. And you, how many ſteps ( | pray ) wil you 
ſer forward to draw neer to yertue ? This indetatigable harbinger is gone 
forth to ſcore you out the lodging of atomb , ſo many minutes are ſo many , 
oints deducted of our life, Wil not you follow the counſel of the 
Sonne of God, and doe wel whillt it is day ? A great night wil ſpeedily in- 

uoluc you vnder it's wings , wherin you ſhal no more haue further meanes 

otrauel, 

- II. Take euery day as aday in harueſt, Take it as aday of a faire or mart; nay pretious; 

take it as day wheria you are to labourin the mines of gold;takeir as a 

ring, which you mult engraue,adorne,and einbelliſh with your aions,to be 

qn the euening offered vp at the Altar of God. | 

111, Repreſent vnto your ſelte a notable conſideration of S. Bernard, that 

our ations paſle,as not pailing : For euery good worke youdoe is a graine ,, aint for ers; 
of (ced for life eternal. Say as did Zeuxes thar Painter lo renowmed, &termati niry. 

piugo, 1 paint for eterniry. 

IV, Follow the counſel of $. Thomas. Doe euery aRion in the vertue of Counſel of S, 

ſw Chriſt, deſiring to haue al the good intentions and affeQions of the —_— Pn.” 
Church militant and triumphant : Doe itas if theron depended the prayſe pot pear on : 
of God, the good of the whole world, al your happineſle,and as if ic were to 

ſetaſeale on al your works. 

V. Begin from the eucning the purpoſe of good works which you are To prouide on the 

toperforme the next day , what points you ought co meditate on, what vice cuening for the 


Motiue to pafſe 
the day wel. 


{ you ſhould reſiſt, what vertuc exerciſe, whar affaire you are to handle , to day to come. 


make al appeare in it's proper time with a wel matured prouideace, Ir is the 
thread of. 4rt4dne, which guideth our ations in the great labyriath of rime, 
otherwiſe al runneth to confuſion, | 
VI. Haune fo much curioſity in you, as ſometime to know of what co- Diligence inthe 
Jour the day-break of morning is , out-ſtrip the ſteps of light , according to morning, 
the counſel of the Wiſeman , to prayſe God. Take good heed leaſt you imi- 
tate that hog Epicurus, who boaſted he had waxed old without cuer behol- 
ding the ſun riſing or ſetting? It is a good cuſtometo riſe in the morning, bur 
very difficult to perſwade women ſo, andal the Antipodes of nature, who 
change day into night, andnight into day, That tamous Apollonius held in his 
time for an Oracle of the world, comming very early in the morning to 
Veſpafien's gate and finding him awake , conieQured therupon that he was 
worthy to command an Empire, and ſaidroone who accompanied him: ,«, . fo 
Vndoubtedly this man wil be Emperour,ſeeing be is ſocarly a ſtirrer, = E"VED 
VII, Althat which youareto diſpoſe the day vnto,is deutded into three T1, parts of thy 
parts, Deuotion, Buſynefſe, Recreation. Deuotion mult cary the torch and day. PT 
open the doore to alour ations. 
VIII, Make account at your firſt awaking to giue al the firſt fruits of Awaking, 
your faculties, ſenſes, and fun&ions to the diuine Maieſty. Let rhe memory 
preſently put it«ſelfe in mind that it ought to doe the worke of God. Letthe 
vnderſtanding caſta conſideration vpon it's Creatour, like a flaſh of light- 
ning, Letthe wilbe enkindle4 with his loue, Let the hart ſhoot-forth ſome 
hery shafts, ſome deſires, and ſome affe&ions wholy celeſtial. Let the 
mouth and tongue endeauouour to pronounce ſome vocal prayer to the 
moſt Holy Trinity. Lerthe hands figure on the forchead and breaſt the ſigne 
of the Croſle,ſince they are lifted vp to heauen.Let the armes and feet ſhake 
off the ſtuggiſhneſle of ſleep, as S. Peter did the chaines at the voyce of the 
Angel, Behold a good beginning, how to offer ones ſelfe to God. The hayre 


Was pulled from tae viRime,and put into the fire before it was ſacrifiged ;{o 


muſt 


Excercize of the 
morning. 
Fiuc things to be 


practized. 


Spiritual lcſſon, 


» . 
Cloathing, 


Maſlſc? 


Afﬀaires; 


the leaſt inreading ſome ſpiritual booke, imagining it as alctter ſent fron 


-in the laft day of her life to adorne and deck a body , that was tram- 
-pled vnder the feet of horſes, and gnawne by dogs ſome few howen 
' after?- 2 | 


- mannageth, whether it be for the publike or tor your owne particular, intit 


1s a good deuotion, and nothing is ſo much to be teared as idleneſle, which 
382 very ant-heap of finnes, He whotaketh paynes (ſayd the ancient Fathen 
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muſt youdraw away at your awaking thoſe {lighter a&ions, to giue beg: 
ning to your Sacrifice, | | - Wer 
IX. This a&ion ſhould ſcrue as a preparatiue to another more long gyſWIF | 
ſerious deuotion, which you are to make- in your cloſet, when firſt you W101 
come out of your bed. lf you haue ſo gorgeous garments to pur-on, thy i of 
neceſſarily you muſt beſtow ſome noravle rime to dreſle you,it is a miſery : 
ſeruitade.Obſerue you not it ſhould be done ro render your tribute to Go MW wnſ 
Then cloath your ſelfe indifferently,as muchas ſhal be neceflary for comly. ſto | 
neſſe and health. Afterward with bowed knees vſe fiue things, Adoratin, whi 
Thanks-g:uing, Oblation, Contrition,and Petition. k 
Adoration , in adoring God proſtrated on the earth, reſounding like z {inte 
litle ſtring of the worlds great harp,and offering to the Creatour this who. Wal t! 
vniuerſe as a yotiue table hanged vpon his Altar, wholy reſigning yoyſman 


. ſelfero his wil. For this a& it is very expedient to vie the Hymne of the * bu 


children in the fournace, who called al creatures as by a check-roule, tothe, Ml ſen 
praiſes of God. - IE | 

Thanks-giuing for al benefits in general , and particularly for that you hay M hat 
happily paſſed ouer this night, The Church furnitherh vs with an excellen W to « 


forme of thanks-giuing inthe Hymne Te Deumlaudamus, tual 
Oblation of your faculties, ſenſes, fun&Rions, thoughts, words, workes, an; WM ſeri 
of al that you are, remembring the ſentence of Saint Iohn Chryſoſtome 


That the worſt auarice is to defraud God of the oblation of your ſelfe. Offer to Gol 18! 
the Father your memory,to repleniſh it with profitable and good things as; ſt vv 
veſſel of ele&ion; to the Sonne your ynJeritanding, to enlighten it wit Mi icoft 
eternal verities; to the Holy Ghoſt your wil, to heat 1t with his hol the! 
ardours : Configne your body to the Bleſſed Virgin, to preſcrue it vader th 
feale of purity, | - h | ſom 

Contrition in general for al ſinnes, and particularly for ſome vices an} MW the 
imperfe&tions which moſt ſurcharge you, with a firme purpoſe to make Wt 1*14 
warre againſt them and extirpatethem with Gods aſſiſtance? | 

Petition , not to offend God mortally , notto fayle with grace, light, and dinn 
courage to reſiſt thoſe ſinnes to which you are moſt inclined, To pradirt whic 
thoſe vertues which are moſt neceflary for you. To be guided and gouernel poſe 
this very day by the prouidence of God in al that may concerne the el , 
of your ſoule, body, and things external.To participate inal the good work conlc 
which ſhal be done inthe Chriſtian world. To obtaine new graces and ſuc the 
cours for the neceſſities of your neighbours, whom you then may repreſent, 
and this by the interceſſion of Saints , wherwith your prayer ſhould be ſex MW P91 
ſoned. It is then to very good purpoſe to ſpend ſome quarter of an howert 


Gol to you, for dire&tion of your ations, 

X, When you pur on your apparel, to acknowledge your great ſeri 
tude , ſo to ſcrue with much induſtry the molt abiect and brutiſh par 
of man, To thinke you garniſh a body , wiaich euen this very day 
may bea putrifyed rottennefſe, What time and diligence had leſabel vel 


Maſſe muſt be heard at a due kower, in the manner before related, anl 
that is'a moſt eſpecial act of deuotion, 
\- NT.” The ſecond employment of the day, is inthe affaires which on 


gouernement of your family , or diſcharge of ſome office, A good bulinek 


of tis 


"a 
: 
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Joh: ofxhe deſert ). is tempted but by. one dive}; be that is idle, by them al, There is no 
"Woerſon ſo noble or eminent; that ought not to findout ſome emiplayment. 
_—_ had the reaſon of; vaderſianding , it would tel you: , it better 
lpoee.co 5 vicd by much excercize, they tg ruſt and conſume inthe corner 
1 of a houle. ; ' 35 | 
2 .X11, -In the pratize of charges ,, offices, afaires, to vie knowledge, 
Gow cn[cience, dexterity , diligence, Knowledge 1n learning that which 1s profitable 
"Wo be knowne, forthe diſcharge of duty, ininiorming ones ſelte of that 
which can not be gheſſed at , in hearing counſel, examining and weigh- 
*Mingit with mature deliberation. Conſcience , in adminiſtring al things with 
like ; {integrity according to lawes both diuine and humane, Dexrerity ,in doing 
al things diſcreetly , peaceably , with more fruit then noyce, In ſuch 
| manner that one ſhew not anxiety. in affaires, but like that Prince of 
the , whom in ancient time one ſayd , That in the moſt buſy occupation he 
ſeemed cuer to haue the greateſt vacation, Diligence, obſeruing occa- 


tot . Or 

, fons wel , and performing euery thing in time and place, He that 
1 hay hath neuer fo litle ſpirit and good diſpoſition ſhal alwayes find wherin 
ellew WM to employ himſelfe , principally in the works of mercy both ſpiri- 


tual and temporal , amongſt ſo many obic&s of our ne1ghbours mi- 
« an! 8 {eries, | 
2 " Xi, Time of repaſt, recreations, ſports, and viſits ſhould be very Recreation 
» Gol | regular, for tcare narure be not diſſolued in a lazy and beſtial life, greatly 
vaworthy of a noble hart. Away with glouttony, play, detraQion, curioſity, 
ſcoffing, babbling. Ler the conuerſation be as a file, ro ſmooth and cleanſe 
the ſpirit, and eucrto adaprirt to it's proper fun&ions, | 
erthe XN. One ſhould not in affaires , recreations, retirements, omit at : 
ſome times to elcuate his hart to God by 1aculatory prayers. Happy are Eleuation of hay 
5 ant My they, who in cuery hower of the day doe make vaperceiuably. ſome litle ® _ 
retrait in their harts , caſting their eye like a lighrning-flaſh. vpon the 
hower paſt , and fore-ſceing the direction of the next, Aboue al , after 
r. an dinner it is fit to reenter into one's ſelte , aud to ſee the gqod order 
28in WM which hath been giuen for the execution of the mornings good pur- 


ernel WM poſes: | 70 
weal XV. Tn the euening before you goe to bed, yau are to vſe examen of Evenings 
work conſcience, Lytanies, and other vocal prayers, with the preparation of 


1d ſac. be meditation of the next day; happily to ſhut vp the day with acts of 
contrition, faith, hope , charity , prayers-for the liuing and dead, There- 
Ye ſes WY Ypon ſettle your ſclfe ro fleep with ſome good thought, to the end 
according to the Prophet, your night may be lightned with the beauties 
» fron of God, If any interruption of ſleep happen, marke it out with iacula- 
tory prayers and cleuations of hart, as anciently the Tult did , who for 
- (ern WW 1s cauſe were called the crickets of the night. This docing you ſhal lead a 
I par liferepleniſhed with honour, repoſe, ſartisfa&tion towards your ſelfe,and ſhal 
y day each day aduance one ſtep forward to eternity, | 
1 val The markes which amongſt others , may giue you 2 good hopeof your 
predeſtination are principally twelue. 1. A liuely , fimple,and firme taith, 
2, Purity of hart, which ordinarily is free from grieuous finnes. 3. Tri- 
bulation, 4. Clemency and mercy. 5. Pouerty of ſpirit diſengaged from 
earth. 6, Humility. 7, Charity towards your neighbour, 8, Frequentartion 
ofthe Sacraments of Confeſſion and Communion. 9g. Loue to the word of 
God. 10. Reſignation of ſpirit to the wil of your Soucraigne Maiſter, 
1, Some remarkeable Ac of vertue excercized by you vpon occaſion 
offered iz. Deuotion to our Bleſſed Lady : In honour of whom you ſhal 
Ge wel to obſerue daily three things. Firſt, to preſent vnto her an obla- 
tion 
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tion cuery hower of the day of the Angelical ſalutation, when at the þ 
king of theclock yourecal your hartto your ſelfe. Secondly, to excercy 
ſome mortification of mind or body,by ſome motiue of the imitation 


her vertues, Thirdly , to giuc almes- to her honour cicher ſpiriruat'\ 
temporal. _. | 


4 
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SECTION. XXXIV. 


of Gp . SA . J 
of the miſery of il gouerned MAIAZES,, and to ewhom 
we may impute it, 


HE great etiJs. in il mannaged mariages , made NyſTlib.dehomy 
Jl $. Gregory Nyſfen-and S. Iohn Damaſcene ſay , wedlock Devaſc Ll: defda 
wi had not been inucted but to ſerue as aremedy for the ,,,1p, c, 30, 

ji wound of concupiſcence, and that it the firſt Au- | 
gj chours of mankind had remayned in original iuſtice, 

24] the world would haue been multiplied in a manner 
Tal wholy Angelical, rather then by the ordinary wayes 
of mariage. Notwithſtanding S. Augnſtine and S. Iho- 

| S—_—) 4s, who diligently looked into it, aſſure vs mariage 
wastreated in the ſtate of innocency by natural wayes, ſince Exe was created 
defore ſinne,and ginen to man to ſerue as a companion for him in the worlds 
propagation, Bur if the diuine prouidence would haue pleaſed to haue made 
choyce of other meancs tor this increaſe , he had created millions of men in 
the beginning ot the world, like vnto Angels,and nor one man alone, nor one . 
ſole woman, who were ſer inthe front of al Nations, of purpoſe to produce | 
them withthat progrefſe of time and ſucceſſion we therin obſcrue. I pro- 
nounce, mariage had been withour the ardours and diſturbances of concu- 
piſcence, the paines of child-bearing, difloyalty,riots, and diſcontent : but 
ratherentertayned with a tender loue of the man towards the woman,and a 
perte&t obedience of the wife towards the husband , with a ſweet education 
of children, tree from pouerty, loſſe,and al forts of troubles, Chriſtian Reli- 
gion endeauourcth ro recal wedlock tothe purity of the firſt inſtitution, 
whilſt good liking accordeth with the commandements of God , and the 
mmuteable lawes of cternal luſtice. 

There is a moſt remarkable thing written of the Peach-tree , that in Perſia, 
hich was the firſt and onely place heertofore of it's growth , it was vene- 
mous and mortal, but being caried and tranſported into other Countries , as 
&z)pt, Greece , Italy , France , it wholy changed nature, and loofing with the 
country it's malignity , bare , and to this day beareth -fruits relliſhed with 
much taſttulnefle. 1 he like is mariage, a ſtrange plant it you leaueitin it's 
Prouince, that is to (a y within the limits of nature, extreamely paſſionate, & 
wregular; 
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irregular ; beware of poyſon and death : but if you tranſplant it into 
Euangelical Law,and manure it with order, continency,and that reſtri;; 
which the law of God diateth to you , you ſhal deriue delectarion & Pre 
from it, for the ſollace and ornament of humane life, Nay we muſt afirq, 
the exorbitancies which now raigne inthe world, and which draw ſo wy 
miſeries along with them,make maried people very often feele moſt þyj 
conditions,and to render mariage aſoyle as natural tor cares, As it is bar, 
for roſes and violets, | 
Mariage now adaycs throughout the greateſt part of the world is a poy 
of thornes, we know not where to lay hold of it, on what ſide ſoeuer ir, m3 
rouched it pricks the fingers, Mariage is the juy of Ionas , exteriourly yi (an 
dant with ſome apparance of cheerfulneſſe and delight, but rhe wormeyf8 be 
griefe and anxiety gnawes the root within, Mariage is the plant which ple 
Indians cal the thorny bodkin : it is al ouer ſprinkled with ſtarres, andy, 
rayes of theſe ſtarres are nothing els but prickles : Maydens take heed, gy 
may thinke ro gather a ſtarre, who ſhal find a ſharp thorne. 
Mariage is the balme of 4rabia, where-vnto litle vipers haſten to 
their neſts : ſuch an one ſees the leafe and ſents the good odour , who py, 


cciues not the litle ſerpents of a thouſand diſturbances which lye hid, ble 

there-vnder, 
Mariage is the lland of dreames of which the Ancients ſpeake, where firc 
"=" thouſand griefs are preſented, coueredat firſt with the veyle of pleat not 
Neſ*ir quiz Tſmazl ' you would ſweare they were litle Cupids, who ſay , Come to me yongmulMl guſt 
eff quirecum was, Come to me , come hither faire maid, come hither. They are enterraing il ucs 
| they are courted, inan inſtant they take off the mantle,and appeare astighMl ftr: 
are , with vgly countenances and horrid ſhapes, Mariage is a ſtormy pir: 
where nothing is to be ſeen but ruines, tempeſts, and ſhipwracks ; one coo wii 
mercy, another belp , ſaueif it be poſſible; and there arc very tew who arriue at te von 
hauen without infinit hazard, whi 
Mariage is along pilgrimage which finds but three hoſteries : The fir cile 
called falſe pleaſure, the ſecond repentance, the third calamity, andifyuſW day. 
goe any farther you ſhal meet with deſpaire, | 
The firſt difhculty there encountred, is, that of a free-man you beconeW© min 
bond-ſlaue, and the ſweet liberty which nature impreſſed on the harr of is into 
living creatures , is the firſt trophey you muſt hang vp ouer the bridal be furp 
Mulier ſui corporis The wife ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) hath no power oner her owne body ; that iuriſdiamiy Of 3 
pref ccem wen haber, reſerued to the busband: nor can the husband reciprocally diſpoſe of bis owne body, foritvngiy ©0 0 
ſea vir ; femiliter vir : Ns Ys fe 
ſui corporis poteflart the power of the wife. : : of tt 
won huber,ſedmulier, Nay did ſhe know into whoſe hands ſhe conſigned this pretious treaſunM ther: 
1. Cor, 7, it would be ſome comfort to fay thus much at the leaft, If 1 be a ſlaue, Ii you 
chooſe a good Maiſter. But thou ſilly maid, who haſt been ſotenderly brelf uffe: 
* and hatched vp vnder the wings of thy parents as a chaſt doue, art putinniſſ be di 
the hads of a husband,as into the tallons of a faulco.When he wooed theeulſ otte: 


ſutour he made ſhew of much mildneſſe, he was a lamb , nay rather awoli This 
ina ſhcep-skin, No ſooner was mariage conſummate, but the maske waſh den.1 
taken off, he ſhewed what he was, a gameſter, a man chollerike, baſe, baſh are 4 
barous , andtyrannical,that held this wretched doue in his bloudy claw be m 


making her howerly vapourout her life throughthe ſighes of her ſorrows} Eccle 


Yong man who as yet art not fetteced in the bands of mariage, rhou makt 


loue toa mayd with infinit ſeruices, & for that purpoſe thou learneſt todit 

the cinque a pace, thou dotheſt thy ſelfe in filke , and cutteſt thy beard ters ; 

faſhion, thou doſt criſp and comb thee, thou doſt court thy hayre, aſh ©114! 

knoweſt not thou ſeekeſt for a Maiſter, Thou thinkeſt th' haſt found apr cour| 

tious ſtone, but thou meeteſt witha counterfait:Thou thinkeſt ſhe is alamlſ fltate 
ue 


but ſhe proues a wolte , yea a ſerpent which beareth fire and flames : th 
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muſt take her at aduenture, and fuch 42S ſhe is mult keep her, Oxen and aſſes Null» vxoris electis; 
are tryed before they be bought (ſayes Saint Hierome ) but wines are taKen ſed quali/cumque 
-hout notice of their humour and deportment; venerit habenda. 
wit es 5 - : : Hicronum, contra 
Nay , which is worſe, this poore maid with huge ſummes purchaſeth her, 
flaucry. Fathers and Mothers haue {weat hard. for the {pace of ewenty or : 
thirty yeares , to 2 maile a portion : Behold they hauc attired , decked, 
and adorned her like a Temple , and ſhe is led out with the ſound of 
violins , as to the galley , and many times throwne into the armes 
of a husband who waſteth al. And the youg man to become a flaue 
makes a thouſand iorneyes , offereth a thouſand ſupplications , a rhou- 
(nd thanks-giuings, and as many falutations : Ah: poore creatures, if you 
beweary of your liberty, are there no priſons, cauernes, nor chaines more 
plealing? 7 ., 
Galley-flaues who toile at the oare , hope after fine yeares , after ren 
yeares , or ſome terme preſcribed them, to be diſcharged from bondage, 
The i] maried are enforced ro expect death for freedome from their fer- 
ters ; and there is not any Deity-to which tney offer more vowes and 
candles then to death , which is notwithitanding the terrible of terri- 
bles. 
| giue you leaue to thinke , when two contrary humours meet , as 
fre and water , a holy man with a ſpitetul and an immodeſt'wite , or a 
noble ſpouſe with a wicked nusband , what an affliction it is. Saint Au- 
guftne relates that cerraine thieues , cruel and bloudy , to rorture capti- 
ues. reſolued on an execrable barbariſme , which was to ioyne and 
raightly tye a liue body with a dead , and fo let the poore patient ex- 
pire amongſt ordures and inſupportable ſtenches. Ir is the very like, 
when a holy and pious wite meets with a husband 1mpious, wicked, and 
ynnatural : ſhe aliue by grace and vertue 1s 10incd- to a rotten carrion, 


which intollerably tormenteth her , and if ſhe in ſuch occaſions exer. 
cile patience , ſhe gaines ſo many crownes as there be howers in euery 
day, | : 

Let vs paſſe further , and not heer conceale ſome roſes of mariage Raven facitmixtu? 
mingled among thornes, If beauty be therin , iealouſy doth eaſily flide ram cum ſapiewie 
into it ; and doubtleſle it 1s more aimed at, and is more ſubie& to be forma, &> nibil ef 


furprized by temrtarions : If there be deformity, it much altereth the bang #7 i= que rome | 
& popul: vote ſuſpirans. 


of affe&ions. lf there be riches , and ample torrunes , they are expoſed Moleſtumeſt poſiidere 
to much embroilment , great trauaile , and infinit peril; tor the ſtrokes quod null us habere 
of thunder ruine not any thing ſo often, as the tops of high ſteeples : If vel amare dignamr. 
there be pouerty it is a miſcry intollerable. Are there children ? wines, Paxperem _ a 
you know how deare they coſt you, They who are tortured on the rack Ps _— 
luffer nothing in compariſon of a poore creature, who is conſtrained to pulicr cum paris 
be deliuered of her fruit by a trauel extraordinary , hydeous, painful, and riſtiviam haber. 
oftentimes in ſeeking to giue life to another ſhe there leaues her owne. 
This ſomerime hapneth becauſe thoſe chil.ren come into the world la. 
den-with benefices , mitres , and crozicrs, Abuſe preceedes birth; they 
are fathers before they are children: It 1s not yet knowne whether they 
be males or fewals , and al the world ſees they already are charged with 
eccleſiaſtical liuings, Mothers , you ſtil beare them in your entrailes; 
their fortunes , their accidents , their maladies , their deaths, through a 
refletion of nature imprint on your harts al their paſſions , al their difaſe 
ters ; you are transfixed with as martyrdomes as euils happen to your 
chiliren ; nay ſhould al ſucceed proſperonſly and according to the 
courſe of nature , yet muſt you a ſecond tyme produce them to honours, 
eſtates, and fortunes. This paine perpetually ties you to the rack : To 

ue them vpon your hand and not wherewith to prouide for them, 

$ 1s A 
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isa very ſenſible ſorrow , yetrichly to endow them 1s to giue them where: 
withalto enkindle their luſt, entertaine diſobedience, and cheriſh VICE, Yay 
thinke after your trauels they wil affoard you the like, who often-timg, 
proue lewd , vngrateful , and malicious wretches, that waſt the welt, 
you amaſſed forthem, as it were on your tombs, Behold the ſlender ſcay, 
ling of the toyles and perplexities of mariage , drawne from the Dodrin, 
of Holy Fathers, 1 wonder not at al, thoſe ancients in the ceremonies of mz, 
riage caricd before the bride a tortch made of black thorne , and neuer 
any other wood; to teſtify wedlock was repleniſhed with difhculties y 
thorny. Nor ſhall any more admire their cuſtome , who inlike manner c, 
ſed the new wife to rouch fire and water. For to ſay truely, ſhe paſſy 
through the boiling ardours of many dolours, through the waters of infiny 
many afflitions, and may. repeat that verſicle when ſhe hath met wig 
 Pfal. 65. 12; ſome caſe : I haue paſſ.d through fire and water , and thou haſt ſet mein repoſe a 
Ecce tranſiuimus per (om fort. ; 
ignem & aquem,&® po | it is not ſufficient to have expreſſed the inconueniences of mz. 
$0tah tara) | riage, if we alſo declare not the cauſes and remedies therof: and this ( Rex, 
SA—_ der) is the reaſon why | defire you to proceed in your attention, Men why 
wilalwayesconcludeto their owne aduantage, {peaking of this matter, ca} 
al ypon women, and ordinarily athrme we mult not aske trom whenceth, 
euils of mariage come , it is enough to ſay one cannot be maried withou; 
wife, andthat woman is the ſource and ſeminary of althe miſeries and di{yl. 
ters which happen in this affaire, 

Behold a very ſlippery place, what ſhal we anſwer ? It ſeemes rhat gene. 
rally to condemne women , were to produce more teſtimonies of paſſin 
then markes of iudgement. They are the mothers of men by nature, nou: 
ccs by charity , and as it were hand-maids by patience. It is the deuout ſex, 
the ſexe of compaſſion and pitty. They daily doe many good things , they 
ſuccour the neceſlittes of the poore, they viſit hoſpitals, priſons , the ſich; 
they repleniſh Churches, and edify families with examples of piety; and a 
you then ſpcake il ot them? Notwithſtanding,as we are not to flatte: then, 
fo it is vadoubted that thoſe who haue once reſigned themſclues to eui 
and become libertines in ſinne , are the cauſe of many ils , and pradne 
much trailty in their ſexe , and cunning in their beauiour , to diſtub 
families and the affaires of the world:, if - not guided by vertue, If 
we now wil conſult with the Ancients both Greek and Latin , the 

: wil tel vs wonders ; but let vs harken to holy Scripture and Fathers, 
Inmife Dew ſops- Firſt in Geneſis chap. 2. where the creation of woman is declared , it 
rem m Alam, cum- 15 ſ1jd , that God cauſed a profound ſleep to ſtcale vpon Adam , and 
| |» gag". 4gt1 þ that being aſlcep he drew woman out of his fide, Theſe words ar 
&> repleniccarnem Very Conſiderable, What meaneth it thar God before he made we. 
prora, ex eificauis man cauſed fleep to ſteale into the eyes of Adam ? I wil not herett 
Deus coſtam quan you , that ſome haue gloſſed , that he could not haue admitted thi 
— 7016] production of woman in any other manner : but 1 affirme with the Sep- 
i 09 in. tuaginta , this ſleep was an extaſy , with Saint Auguſtine thar it was1 
trauit in ſenfuarium Tapture , and with others a trance of ſpirit : For he then had neel 


Dei, enough to fortify himſelfe with conſideration , ſince woman came into 
_ f ic the world , who would bid him many battailes. Poore Adam fel intoa 
4 hy apoplexy , into a conuulſion , into ſwooning fits , as already feeling 


Aquila Zere $oggy the crofle thwartings , paſſions, and afflictions , he ſhould receiue fron 

Symach.xeoy, woman, 

Tertul. J! Moreouer who can but admire the phraſe , which the Scripture vſeth in 

Acaidemian ſpirits 1; creation , whereit is ſaid woman was built. Good God ! what met 
neth this? thou already had'ſt ere&ted ſo many goody buildings , heaues, 
and earth , the high and low ſtations of the world , thou had'ſt _ 
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Jem with a plentiful concurrence of many parts , and yer the Scrip- 
ture ſayth not thou then did'ſt- build ; but when woman was to be created, 
calbulr, God madehis firſt piece of architecture, And why ? Is it becauſe wo- 
man is a houſe, wherin the harr of man ſhould inhabit, who is, alas ! there but 
roo often capriue? Qr 1s 1t, that awoman colts as much in making , as a faire 
houſe? To bu1id a houſe you muſt haue ſo much ſand, lime,ſtone,timber,iron- 
worke, manufactures, hands, ſtrokes of hammers, maſons, carpenters; and to 
drefſe and attire a woman ſo many coifts, kerchietfs , cawles ; ſo many falſe 
haires, paintings, gownes, petticores , chopins, verdingals, whalebones ; ſo 
many carcanets, gold chaines, jewels, gemmes, attendants,that ahouſe were 
almoſt as ſoone built as a woman turnithed, 

What doth ſhe when ſhe is built ? Saint- Auguſtine ſaith , ſhe becomes the 
{-holler of a ſerpent, the gate of linne, the fountaine ot-errour, and the ruſt af 
picty?Good God, what vnhappineſle is this? If from the ſide of man a flamin 
dart or keen ſword had been drawne, they would haue done leffe hurt then an 
evil woman; which I ſpeake without preiudice of the vertuous, The firſt wo. 
man vngrateful towards God, a traitreſle to her husband, a murderefſe of 
herrace , made a bridge for Sathau to paſſe intothe world, and needs would 
lodge him ih her hart whom God had confined to the deep pit of Hel. 

Others, who haue proſtituted themſelues to cuil far theſe five thouſand fix 
hundred & thirty yeares rhar the world hath circumuolued, haue acted vpon 
this large Theater of many formes, ſo many bloudy tragedies thar they make 
hiſtories to bluſh therat, The daughters of Loth, the Thamars, Athaliaes, leſabels, 
Vofties , Helenaes, Fredegondaes *pproue it,& their aſhes allo inceilant] y produce 
others into the world, worke-Miſtreſlſes of al miſcheite. | 

Alas Mothers! inſtru& your daughters wel whillt they are yong , breed 
them vp inthe feare of God , frame them to duty , imprint on their tender 
hars as with aſcaring-iron,the loue of chaſtiry, modeſty in their behauiour, 
anddeuotion 1n their ſoules. 
| Andyou yong men, who ſuffer your ſelues to be cheated and deceiued by 
impudent women , permitting them to bewitch you with lone-drinks and 
wicked attractines, open your eycs and behold the precipice before you,and 


them without the particular grace of God.Strengthlitle auaileth; the Sampſons 
ſunke tothe ground : Wiſdome is to ſeeke ; the Salomons fel : Valour therin is 
ſhort; the Davids found it : Sanity is not free from their batteries, the Eliaſes 
were perſecuted by women,and the 7oþn Bapriſts therin loſt their heads : That, 
venerable face, thoſe eyes enflamed with heavenly rayes , which wan reue- 
rence from the wild beaſts of the deſert could not mollifty a female dancer, 

That wiſe head where the maximes of eminent vertues reſided, was taken 

from the ſhonlde:s of a Saint, cariedinadiſh to a banquet by the ſacrilegiqus 

hands of aſhameleſſe woman: That tongue from whence diſtilled aſtreame of 
hony, was pricked and pierced with a bodkin wherwiththe wretch vſed to 
curle her haire., Now according tothe counſel of Saint Chryſoſtome , take into 
Jour hands this bloudy head, aske of it,O head which ſhould nener dye, who 

hath drenched thee into the wannefle of death ? Who hath bathed thee in this 
bloud » Who hath put out thine eyes . the torches of the elect, and thunder- 
ſtrokes of the wicked 2 Who hath layed an eternal ſilence on that rongue, 

which firſt of al announced the Kingdome of heauen ? The loue of women, Lyons 

and Tygers reuerenced me in wilderneſſes, and women maſſacred me ina 

Kings Palace, women mingled my bloud with wine, and made me as a pom- 
pous morcelof their tragical banquets, 

When1 ſay this , 1 not onely accuſe women, but carnal men, who ſuffer 


themſclues to be allured and ſurprized with ſotriſh loue , and trampling vn- | 


S 2 der 


FLW 


thenI doubt not you wil abhorre it. Truſt not their familiar conuerſation & Ef flcaciflimuin eff 


daliances; know they are ful of danger, and that there is not any can reſiſt 8/#mm «d capiens 
das animes mullet, _ 


Auguſt, 
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ecr- foot the honour of God, the preſence of heauen and Angels, the COningy 
bed, and faith promiſed to their wiues, wallow themſclues in execrable adul 
teries, which fil families with opprobry, contuſion, and tragedies ; why 71 
families? nay Kingdomes and Empires:aud if we wil wel examine it, we yy 
find the greateſt part were turned topſ! y-turuy by fooliſh loue, 

O youthar ſigh hearning ſpeach ofthe turious diſordersthis vnhappy ſing 
brings into the world, 1 beſeech you with Saint Paul, by the very bowels 
our Lords mercy, offer your bodies to God as an hoalt lively , holy, anda. 
ceptableto the Diuinity; and you eſpecially who are inthe ſtate of mari 
entertaine your beds honourable and chalt , cimented with a perpetual kny 
of faith , loue , and peace, that God may pleaſe theron perpetually to ſhowy 
downe from on high his holy benedictions, 8 after the courſe of this payne. 
ful lifecrowne you with comforts in the glory of the Bleſled, 


_— 


_— at —y 


SECT I O N. XXXV. 


That the euils of mariage ought not to be imputed to ſexe, 
but ſine; and of the diſorders committed in 


this Sacrament 


- 


F the vnhappineſſe of mariages proceeded onely from mw. 

men, we might neceſſarily conclude they were alwayes vs. 

fortunate, as neuer being without a woman ; but finceenye. 
riencedaily teacheth thereare of them excellently gou 

we mult not impute tothe condition of ſexe that whichpre. 

"ye ceeds from the vice ofdepraued nature. Though the Sci 

ture condemne euil women, yet it beſtoweth ſogreatelogies on the vertuou, 

Lucerne fplendens That they are able to dazle calumny and enlighten vertue, One while woma 

ſuper candelabrum 15 Called, A Lamp which shineth on a holy candleſtick : a title onely giuen to perſons 


ſ num, - eminent, as it was ſaid of Saint John Bapriſt, He was 4 burning and reſplenen 
oenes; n6. lamp. The body of this Lamp isthe rib created by the hand of agreat Wotke 
Erat lucema ardens . l 

hes, man, the ſoule is the fire of it, vertue the light, gracethe oyle, denotion the 
Joan. 5.35. match and nouriſhment, and mariage the holy candleſtick wherinto it ispu, 


Sicur joloriens mun- Argther-while, ſhe is called aSun: 4s aSun(ſaid the Wiſeman)7iſing in thewni 

chat « from the palace of God. Whereby he would haue vs to vnderſtand , that a 
'& ſhould ſoneer approach to the Diuinity , thatſhe was to poſleſſe the tigh 
place aboue Angels, Thrones, Vertues, and al Intelligences. Some-timethe 
ſame Scripture, to declare the ranke a vertuous woman holds in the world, 
preſenteth vnto vs a ballance , in one ſcale a woman, and inthe otheraltte 
2 POR WOW riches ofthe world, and woman is the weightieſt. 4 chaft woman s a grace aboei 
WW ms = graces , admitting no compariſon. And beſides holy Writ, repleniſhed with the ver 
Jeratio non eſt di- Tues and remarkeable a&s of famous women , the Wiſeman ſeemes alſoto 
gna continentis haue vndertaken as a tas ke the praiſe of women, inthe panegirike of they 
anime, chap. of the Prouerbs. There he compareth woman to a ſhip caryIng vigul 
from a farrediſtant country ,defirousto ſignify that ſhe is laden as much with 
vertues as a ſhip with merchandize.Doe youlſceke for deuotion in her,a mol 
eſtimable ornament of ſouics? Behold how thegreat Saint Auguſtine by ſingy 
Jarity calleth this ſexe, the deuour ſexe. Their firſt mother , as 1 told you 
was created in terreſtrial Paradice; and they are perpetually at tix 
_— gates of celeſtial Paradice , either praying or harkening to the word 
of God, Were there not women , who accompanied our Sauiour witl 
his holy Mother in ſo many painful pilgrimages, ſuccouring his —— 

Accor 
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iccording to their abilities? And is it not 2 prodigie that on the day of that 
vloudy and dolurous paſſion, which ſhook the pillars of heauen, and made 
the Apoſtles fly , women were found who followed the Sonne of God with 
hart, affection, preſence, teares, ſighs, cuen to the foot of the Crofle; terrours 
of armes, ſury, of ſoldiers, earth rent in ſunder with ſorrow, & heauen wholy 
couered with darkneſſe vnable to force affrighrment into theſe ſoules to ſtop 
the current of their holy vndertakings? Beſides, they hane done ſo many ſer- 
nices to the Church, yea ſo many wonders, that not onely Citties but whole 
Kingdomes haue many times been conuerted and brought to the knowledge 
of God by rhe meanes of Women. Deſire you prudence inthe?Behold a poore 
Thecuite, who treateth with King Dauid of Abſolons reconciliation, with ſuch dex. 
terity that ſhe obteined whatſo'ere ſhe asked.See in the Hiſtory of Heſter, how 
by the treachery of Aman {words were.drawne out of ſcabbards to be thruſt 
into the throats of an infinit number of poore innocents , throughour al the 
Provinces of the Kingdome,at which time God raiſed a yong captiue,a Heſter, 
who ſo wel knew how to remper the ſpirit of this harſh and haughry King, 
chat ſhe made-him open his eares to innocency, & ſhut them vp trom flattery 
and cruelty ; with-hold the wings of thunder already ſho ouer the heads of 
thoſe poore Cittizens, and turne them againſt the guilty, If you among then1 
ſeke for iuſtice, the hiſtory of the ancient Gaules wil ſhew you, that anciently 
they decided diffcrences among people, and often ſtaid armes ready to en- 
counter, planting the Temple of peace inthe midſt of furies & liberty of ar- 


mes. Yea God himſclfe for the gouernment of his people was pleaſed tomake Frat Debora prb Þro 
vie of a Debora , who the Hebrewes called by the name ot a Bee, for her wiſdome;, p 
» 4. 


valour, and induſtry, 


You wil perhaps thinke ſtrength is wanting inthis ſexe: Behold Iudith, who Tu gloria Hiersſe- 
conſecrated her victorious hand to the defence of her countrey , and ſlaying lem,ru latitia Iſrael, 


Helofernes defeated a whole atmic ſpread ouer ludea, and ſurging on euery fide /” Pororificentia 
Populi noſtri, quia for 


likea furious deluge. And if you wil therunto adde the hiſtories of later 
times, ſee a ſhepheardeſle, a fimple maid , commonly called leanne la Pucelle, 
who oppoſed her ſelte as a wal for the defence of this Kingdome againſt En- 
flbarmes, with ſuch military proweſle that ſhe ſeemed to beare fire , bloud, 
warre, and victory in her hands, , ; 

Let vs then no longer ſay that woman is the ſeminary of euils happening 
inmariage : but rather that they are vices which proceed from both , when 
the husband and wife take the liberty of doing 11. 

The firſt diſorder is, that ſuch matches are almoſt nener made but for co. 
uetouſneſſe. We doe not wel to cal this aniron Age, it isal compoſed of gold 


and Gluer, Heerrofore mariages were made for loue, which cauſed them to be $jvxwari porter, ſ(4 

ofa laſting condition, and to be indifſoluble : but now adayes auarice alone «moris cauſe, | 

predominateth, We thought loue was the moſt powertul Archer of the world _ in epiſt, 
u . 


totransfixe a hart; but auarice is found to confront him. Had a maid now al © 
that which fooles vſe ro couch in their writings, the browes of Iuno , the eyes 
of Venwe, the hands of Minerua, and feet of Thets it ſhe be not rich, were ſhe 


Pandora her ſelfe, if ſhe bring not where-withal to gild the hand of her hus- gcules ſuor fratue- 
runt declinare ifs ters 


And from hence it comes , that mariage is not as it were mariage , but a 74” 


band, it is no match for her. 


mercenary traffick,a faire,a warket, wherercaſonable creatures are (old like 
bruit beaſts. Ancient lawes teſtify, that heertofore nothing was giuen with 
maids in mariage but their apparel, meane enough | warrant you : It was for 
men who ſought them , to endow them. This 1s practized ſtil in the new 
world, to witin China. It is atreaſure there to haue many daughters,men buy 
them with large ſummes of money,which they giue to the parents that breed 
them ; now they purchaſe men, and with huge portions buy their bondage, 
This makes their parents haire to waxe griſly , and empoueriſheth families, 

S 3 which 
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which feareto be oucr-burdened with daughters;becauſe one cannot he tid 


of them, nor driue them away but with arod of (iluer, ſo much this miſche, 
uous auarice, this feuer of the hart, this voluntary frenzy hath preuailez 
vpon the ſpirits of theſe ry mes, And were the maids in this caſc ſuch as they 
ſhould be, ſeeing the couetouſneſſe of men, they would ratherreſolue totak, 
God for a husband inthe ſtate of virginity , then yeald their bodies ang, 
ches vptoa husband, who ſecks after nothing lefle then themlclues, $;jy 
Hierome relateth an excellent paſſage of Martia daughter of the great Cato,why 
ſaid that among ſo many Gallants as made loueto her , there was not any i 
for a husband. Say the like , maidens, auant mercenary husbands who hay 
the feucr of money ; marry tizem to the mines of Perx , and not to vertugy 
maids, 

The ſecond cuil | obſerue is ryot, which now adayes waſteth body aq 
goods, and becomes more inſatiable then hel. lt1s asked w hy auarice ſvay, 
eth in mariages, and wherefore husbands are ſo greedy ot portion? becauſ 
indeed they itand in need of it to entertaine the brauery and vanity of thei 
wines apparel. Itis a prodigious thing to what hight this follie is mounteg, 
Lawyers are much troubled to reckon vp al the arttires & rrinkets of womey, 
what paine ſhalthenthe husband ſuffer to buy them? 

O woman, what makes thee ſo paſſionately todeſire theſe gauderies? Th 
firſt mother, whoſe garments were cut-out by the hands of God, was contey, 
ted to be clothed with skinnes, & now ſeas muſtbe failed oucr,& the boung 
of elements broken to ſceke out dreſſings tor thee. Miſerable that thou an 
who inordinatcly deckeſt thy ſelfe, and for an il purpole ! Knoweſt thoung 
thy garment is to thy body as the plaiſter to the wound, or an iuy leafetoſtyy 
a cautery?Saint Iſo.ore ſaid, before (inne Adam and Ewe were clotied with light 
O pretions attire! The Sunne wil haue no other mantle then his owne raye, 
nor the roſe any other robe then her ſcarlet; becauſe nature hath ſufficient 
adorned them: Sorman, had he continued with the limits of original juſtice 
would not haue wiſhed any garment but innocency, Sinne 1s come , which 
hath by refle&ion imprefled an vgly ſcarre both on ſoule and body ;and need 
muſt gold & ſilke be ſought out to inuolue it. A man in tormer Ages wasſeen 
who hauing feet of wood, ſhod them with golden pantofles : O miſerable,s 
ridiculous vanity ! Woman doth the liketo coucr her wretched body, which 
one of theſe dayes muſt putrify , and which hathreceiued the wound of finn 
and death, Althe moſt exquiſite beauties of nature muſt be draivne together, 
yea marry, if ir could affoard any comfort andeaſe toti:e body : bur youſhd 
many times behold a yong gentle woman groane as at a torture, vnder the 
weight of her garments, yet ſhe for al this wil haue and adore her owne py 

niſhment.The great Chancellour of England, & glorious Martyr Thomas Moir, 
was he not pleſantly diſpoſed, when he ſaid ro one who complained of hex, 
Ah filly creature, what wonder is it? thou carieſt vpon thee, meadows, vin- 
yards, mils, manſions, and lands, inthe valew of Iewels; how can{t thou pol. 
Tertut. de habitu fibly be coole? This was the cauſe why Tertullian complained before him: 4 lik 
Cabinet makes shew of a large patrimony, T wenty three thouſand Crownes are disburſed| 
one rope of pearles. A womans neck_puts on woods and llands , and ber carcs wh ar þ 
fs CIOus waſt ample reuenewes. : : | 
— mrekgayy lf But the matter moſt to be lamented is, that it often happens the ſeruile# 
_ & inſulaie- Vafortunate husband buyes al this brauery at the charge of the poore, andit 
nera cerui. fertgra- any perhaps wring theſe gorgeous garments, there wil be ſome dangertht 
cles auriumentes 4 h1oug of thepoore may diſtil tromit, 

The third diſorder is the diſcord which proceedeth from the i] gout: 
nment of men, from the obſtinacy of women, and icalouſy of both. And ver- 
ly we may affirme the fleight vanities of wiues are much more tollerablt 
then the diſorders of men, It is no ordinary folly , but rather a rage , 
Mmadgneur 
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madneſſe to ſee a poore womi tul of children, groane vader the heauy burden 
of 2houſehold charge vpon her hand,dayly taditng and withering away like 4 
lant without iuice or moyſture, to liue on gal and teares, and inthe meane 
time a diſloyal husband to conſume 1n exceſle of diet and game ( the inſtru- 
ments of Sathan ) that ſubſtance God gaue him tor the enterrainement of 
his family. ; 

0 vngrateful and ynnatural wretch, who to giue way to thy paſſion 
crampleſt vnder-foot the commandements ot God and lonour of marlage! 
This money which thy cruel hand fo profuſely ſcatters in game, if thou 
wouldſt wel vnderſtand , is the bloud of this poore creature which was ſo 
charily to thee recommended: It is the ſwear of her parents labours, they are 
her proper entrailes which thou peece-meale reareſt in this tatal diceing= 
houſe, 1 doe not ſay thou arr ahomicide, there is ſome difference between 
theeand a murderer, The murderer in an inſtant taketh away lite and bodily 


zinc both together; bur thou who liueſt in perpetual ryots, thou draweltt 4 
the vital parts tro this afi&ed turtle one atrer another, which thou oughreſt j 
toloue as thy ſclfe, Thou cuttelt the throte of thy family , of thy poore and / 
vnbappy children, who are rhyne owne bloud, which thou ſhouldelt teruently / 


afe&, haſt thou not renounced nature and entertainzd the hare of a bruit 
beaſt for that of a man; what ſay 1 a beaſts hart ? che Lamiaes haue bared their Lamie nudenerunt 
refs, th:y baue giuen ſuck to their yong, and there 13 nor any but the daughter of my people rs — e 
wi is cruel as the Oſtruch of the deſert, on in _—— 
Knoweſt thou ro whom 8. Paule compares ſuch a man? to a Cannibal, to a pru1io n 4eſerre, 
Barbarian? No, he tels thee he is worſe then an Infidel : If any one neglett bis Hier, Thren, 
one, and namely his domeſtikes , he hath renounced fautth , and is become worſe then a *' a #0109 Of 
Pagan, maxune domeſticors 


1 [ 
0n the other ſide the obſtinacy of woman is a horſe hard in the month. — —_— 
head-ſtrong, vntractable:and I can no longer wonder(fſaid one ) that ſhe was decerzor, 1, Tim. 5. 
made of a bone, ſince many times her head is ſo hard ; which brings infiait 
trouble on a family. The Ancients dreſling vp the ſtarues of the moon in hu- 
mane ſhape, ſet on her ſhoulders the head of the ſunne , to ſhew a vertuous 
wife ſhould have no other wil, nor other intentions nor glory , then the wil, 
intentions, ani} glory of her husband, if they be reaſonable.lt is the dotrine Mulieres wirir Fair 
of$. Paule ro the Epheſians: That wines should be obedrent to their busbauds as to leſus ſubdice fins ficue Do= 
Chriſt himſelſe, becauſe che busband is bead of the wife 4s Chriſt of this Church, min", quem vir 
But if ſhe withdra:v and diſunite herſelfe from this rye of obedience, and rt 
inceſſantly vexc her husband with her obſtinacy,this wil beto him a martyr- 3 eccieie. Epheſ, 
dome almoſt inſupportable. The rocks of Caucaſ+s are much gentler then a | 
wicked woman; which verily you may ſce inthe hiſtory of lob, to hom the 
evil ſpirit granted a wife to be the accompliſhment of his afflictions, For 
this holy man after the loſle of his large poſſeſſions, ſo ſtrange,ſo ſodaine,ſo 
dreadful; after his poore children were murdered and vndone, had tor tomb 
theruines of their owne houſe; after he ſaw himſelte changed into a ſcurfe, 
covered ouer with vicers, and placed on a dunghil before the cyes of a citty 
whereof he had been Lord, he then thought the rage ot Sathan was ſatisfied: 
but hemade vſe for the laſt piece of battery, of a ſpiteful and malicious Adbucpermaney 
woman, who ſceing her husband inthis plight, ſaid vnto him :Doe you itil 7 ſimplicuate twa? = 
remaine 1n ſimplicity? curſe God and dye, enedic Deo & me- 
y our HMPHeny y vere, 
But amongſt al theſe diſorders no influence 1s. more maligne then iea- 
louſy, which cruelly tortures mariages, when it hath once bewitched the 
weake braine of man or woman, interpreting al the a&tions of each part in 
aulſenſe. Why went ſhe to ſuch a place? Did ſhe not ſmile vpon fuch an one? 
Did ſhe not caſt a pleaſing glance vpon ſuch an one? Why ſpake ſhe of ſuch 
a one?And why ſhewed ſhe compatllion in ſuch a mans miſhap ? Queſtion- 
elſe She loues him, her affection growes cold towards me, Behold the Idol - 
| talſe 
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falſe zeale, whereof the Prophet Exechiel ſpeaketh at the entrance into tj 


Temple of Hteruſalem. 


Behold how before the Temple of mariage, which is holy and ſacred,my 
placeth the ſtatue of icalouſy,and dayly offers athouland ſacrifices of ſinjſ 
ſuſpicions,il digeſted fantaſies, purpoſes wicked and iniurious,to the Prein, 


dice of one wio is in hart both chaſt and modeſt, 

A woman oftentimes is made loyal by thinking her loyal, and he wy 
doubrs faith wel obſerued, puts himlſelte in danger ro ruine it by his ſyy; 
cion. There are ſome care not to forſake innocency when they haye 1g 
reputation, and when they entertaine the opinion their a&ions arcil inte, 
preted , they are in danger to doe al forts of miſchicte. Ir is farre bertery 
thinke wel of an hundred faulry,then il of one innocet.It is a notable myſt 
to iudge of harts, nor is it any wonder that God reſerued it to himſelk 
Beſides , as icalouſics are very preiudicial to wedlock, ſo they cauſe mz 
cales and matter ofmirth ro ariſe ina Citty repleat with curious peo, 
who many times fatten thermſclues withthe mishaps of another,and it ofa 
happens that from ieſting they draw men and {words in reuenge to z 
horrible tragedies. Happy they who know how to preuent by wiſedomey 
thoſe miſeries which may grow from malice and misfortune, or dilcreeth 
corre& by patience, what prudence cannot auoid, 


SECTION, XXXVI. 


Very profitable inſtruftions for the maried , drawne from tle 
" choyce of holy Fathers, and abbreuated 
in a short diſcourſe, 


wana OW wil I deſcend to inſtruftions ſuetable to this ſubie@, and t 
(,% L you know ( O busband and wines ) you should greatly take bel 

Mo in: al your deportements, as wel in the beginning, mile, as the end, | 
very much importeth to begin with a good choyce , and to enter wil 
prudent conſideration and ſtrong reſolution vnio the Sacramen( 
> mariage: For that ought a long time to be deliberated, which isti 

NIZ done but ence for the whole life. What ſenſe is there ro thruſt an 
"» forward vpon mariage with a ſorck, when they baue no diſpoſiti 
therevnto, and diuert others who are more notably called to this kind oj life? Whatnguni 
parents,to tye yong people by command to matcbes from which they baue infinit euerſiontlit 
rot enough to haue the contentementeof ſage direftion ouer a free-wil, without vſurping aj) 
tranny vpon the funitions of nature? I doe not tel you , you muſt readily obey al thoſe wh 
mary by the eye, without calling reaſon to counſel , or hating any other guide in a matierſh 
great importance then the exorbitancy of their ſenſuality : But for my part T hold it vrfit iu 
Violent by ſtriking at the reaſonable inclinations of children for the accommodation of mi 
reſt ; otherwiſe , mariages are made without loue,to create loue afterward without mari}, 
If is aridiculous thing to put wedded couples into the nuptial bed , without any fore-kaw 
ledge , as if they bad been brought thither m a ſack, S0 likewiſe should you not draw th 
Treaties at length, leaſt they dreg with them ſome diſorder, and waſt loge before the beginut 
thereof. Lone, which commenteth by ferugurs of a fire of tow, very often endetb in ice. 
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they who haue the bleſsing of ſucceſſe, and are fauoured from aboue ro mak an equal alliance 
lerween good hap and vertue, 1t was a great ſimplicity amongſt thoſe Ancients who offered 

unfices to fortune to make their beards grow handſomely , and not to crane the benedithon 
ifGod1n their mariages. Fathers and Mothers giue Tukes{ ſaid the Wiſeman; ) but 4 wiſe wife Domnr &> divirie 
j properly the guiſt of God, 1 f one bane matched 1, be muſt corre by prudence what wants _— 4 —_ 
i ſehcicy. Beware 9 busbands , for mn this kind of life, woich ſo ſtra1ghtly tyes you , you are ao: =_ i 
aountable to God, to your ſeiues,to Jour wines: [0 God you owe 4 fiiicere conſuence that You proyerburg, 14. 
muy ſerue him worthily wn the vocation wherin he hath ejtablished you,to become a member of 
humane ſoctet) . Beware you haſten not to mariage 4s to 4 duty of nature, not 4 Sacrament; 

f (6, y0u wed lizg 4 Sarazin, not 4 Chriſtian, Thoſe , ſaith the Angel ro Toby, are in the Tob, 6. 17, 
power oj the fiend Aſmodcus, who banish God from therr barts , and baue no other inten- 
ten in 98471.238 bat to [atis/y rect brutisbneſſe. Obſerue mariage as aninuention of Almighty 

God, to produce 14n 011 earth, and to make eleft for heauen, Entertaine it as a golden mine, 

from which veſſels of election are tobe taken for the other world, Loue Jour condition, and 

thuke you bane 4 great priuiledge, ſince you are to affoard heyres to your houjes , citizens to 

dttjts, Religious ro Monaſteries,and Angels to Paradice. Looke vpon God in the mid'ſt between 

ju both, ſince he perpetuaily bebolderh you: The neerer lines draw to the center, the more they 

each one to another:The neerer you are to God, the better shal you be vnited, 1f you build 

wt the ſoundution of your houſe ypon the feare of his Diuine Maieſty and ſincere deuotion,you 

rae fortunes like 4 Coloflus of glaſſe, which wil shiuer in pieces oxer Jour head. 

. After you bane reſigned this jour conſcience to God, you owe to Jour ſelfe the gourrnement 


| ofyour ſenſes and vſc of reaſon; and (as it appeares) you are, 0 men, ſtrictly bound in mariage 


the more to render your ſelues men, ſince God placeth you therein to affoard men to the Chri- 
fun Common-wealth, It 1s neceſſary you draw from the ſountaine of wiſedome more wit & 
more light , ſince you are to make vſe of it to enlighten a wife and children, who depend on 
ur drreftion., | 
4s ſor the duty of both, 1 find if mariage be 4 Lilly , it muſt haue (ix leaues , which are 
RelpeR, Louc, Loyalty , Support, Direction, and Help. Ir isfir loue begin by & 


| certane Regard which man and woman should beare.one to another al the time of their life, 


Fir the funttions of this ſociety permitting 4 great familiarity , if it be not counterpeyzed with 


| «hiſt reverence, ſoone degenerateth into contempt. The wiues Reſpe& ought to paſſe ruen 


nobeaence, which the Apoſtle $. Paul ſo pundtually recommendeth to Chriſtians , and the Mulier collaterdlis 
bubands should be mixed with a tendern:fſe and moderation , to let him know, God drew viro, Gloſl,in Geng 
wmun out of his fide to make her his compamon, and not his ſlaue. 

ltis good for the entertainement of this reſpe#t, that borh of them accuſtome to conceiue 
480d epinion of each others abilities : For where there is diſeſteeme, bonour wil hardly be 
found, becauſe it is tyed to worth as the shadow to the body. For this purpoſe they muſt en 
dezuaur ro couer the defedts they may haue by nature by other vertues in their power , and to 
Prrſeuer in 4 belieſe of ſufſictency in each one's condition, 

To this reſpe& the loue is added , which should berendred according to the precept of 

S.Paul , in the matter of coniugal duty.For it is an intollerable thing , and wherin God may 
be grienouſly offended , when a woman imaginerh that to be mariedis nothing els but to haue 
4Coub to her ſelfe, to buy ſtuffes according to her owne fantaſy ,to become brane, and baue no 
Tegerd to obligations eſſential \among ſt the maried, But we may truely affirme al loue of ſenſe 
sVers low,if it tend not to thoſe eternal ſources of amities , which diſtil from the Paradice of 
God, and learne to loue by grace and = ,that wbich is to be loued. God to ciment this loue 
bgeather, drew woman out of man ( ſaith Tertullian ) as ſome part of 4 liquour from the Tertul.derefur. 
Tſſel which conteined it : He made two of one, to put them both ofterward into one. It is ro © 
leare each others flesh , and gnaw their bones, to waft one another by diſcord, the moſt capital 
Plague of mariage. 

Holy loue is alwayes accompanied with mutual loyalty in any thing which concerneth 
(mugal chaſtity , as being the knot of affettions and foundation of al the bappineſſe of the 
wariee, O wife, a ring is giuen you of & circular forme , to teach your loues are limited within 
the nuptial bed. The ring, which beertofore bare the ſeale of promiſe, to ſignif) your bart ought 


the ſcaled with charity ,and cloſed vp from al other pretentions. Belicue tot thoſe make-bates 
| Who 


- Caput ducas corpus 


ſequarur. 
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who tel you, good is of it's owne nature comunicable,& that 4 faire wiſe 18 not for One ly 
that chaſtity is a note of deformity, & that a busb4d and 4 freind are not things incompatij, 
Theſe are not words,but hiſſes of the Serpent. Feare the lea/t blemishes of bonour, and dey, 
ſo much as caſt an eye vpon the ſmoke of this cole, which now adayes burneth ſo many mnhugy 
ſoules. Loue not to be woved and courted by ſomany eyes and lips, nor to behold (uch way 
pleaſures, to become plyant to others , or ro attempt to aſfoard loue and recerue none by; 
againe, Out alas! theſe ſleight entertainements breed many acerbities, They are enchay 
apples which poy ſon al who taſt them. Men lik ewiſe, remember the beſt l:ſſons of loyalty whg 
Jour wife can learne, sbe muſt deriue from your example, Think_not becauſe you are ama, 
things are permitted you,and that your ſexe is a ſanttuary for your crime, If you be the yy 
(ſaith S. Auguſtine) mone it that way whither you world baue the body follow .Tou are th 
more bound to coniugal chaſtity, becauſe you ought to be the moſt wiſe and ſtrong, becauſe 
haue the moſt employments to dtuert Jour remptations in the affaires of ciuil life , and 
becauſe you haue moſt liberty, and ma) make your euil moſt general by diſturbing many we, 
locks,as it happeneth to reprobate and inordinate ſoules in this kind, : | 
1 adde to loyalty mutual bearing with defe&s and imperfections, whiiy 
ſingular vertue tm mariage. For we being in this world 45 in 4 territory where good andy 
eaſily mixe togeather, there is noplant which hath not it's worme, nor beaut) which ſuf 
not diminution.There are not any maried couple ſo accomplished , who haue not vices, defels 
and imperfeftions, which who prattige not to digeſt through Chriſtian patience, shal beay 
not vnlike a ſea-calfe,ſaid to be alwayes moody againſt h1s fellow. The husband and the wi 
are vpon the riuer called Life in mariage , 451maboat : If there happen a leake , unit 
7eceine water,they muſt ſeeke to ſtoput preſently,and if you haue nothing to put intoit ray 
ſet a foot vpon it then prerce 10und about it to make the leake wider. A word or ediſcren 
ation hath eſcaped; to what purpoſe is it to reproach or pick, quarrels with a man or nag 
Tpox it in al occaſions ? Rather vſe the ſpeedieſt remedies you may, and if none be at band, bn 
I in ſilence, | 
-__ , know you enter into mariage for dire&ion and aſiſtance ; "and thyj 
direftion be principally proper to man, notwithſtanding it is 4 poore buſineſſe to ſee a wa 
haue neither care nor gouernement in ber famuly gmagining She from morning til night 5bwl 
haue no ocher employment but to dreſſe herſelfe , and many times to be attired whendun 
thinke of vnclothing to goe to bed.1It 15 4 5hameful thing to prattle al the day long, andmaky 
whole cirty trot ypon ber gongue,and yet be ignorant of what is done in her owne bouſe,4 wm. 
tuous wife should not onely gouerne her family, but with wiſedome and diſcretion temper 
busbands paſions;and if ſuch things eſcape hyn,redreſſe them rather by loue then power. | 
God beertofore cauſed 4 she-aſſe to ſpeake to iſtruch a falſe Prophet, why sbould he nata 
necd draw a good word from the mouth of a diſcreet woman , to ſet man into a ſane, 
Know we not that the laſt ynhappineſſe of Pilate was not to hax belieued bis wife, ma 
more enlightned by God then himſelfe? ] | 
As for help, it is ſo neceſſary , that next after the comfort of poſterity mariagt i 
conflitured for that end. 1t is not enowgh to afiiſt a mortgl body in it's mfirmities, but 
much as one may mutually to manure 4 ſoule mmortal, you muſt between you 5hare 
your proſperities and aduerſities : I ſay proſperities , to moderate them , and aduerþie, 
to henour them : you muſt mutually firiue to lend 4 sbowlder , and if your burdens i 
weighty by the yoke of neceſity, ſanttify them by your patience, Tou muſt thinke it is a bl 
ſing euen from God, to be choſen out to preſerue a busband , or a ſick wife , ſince this infymt 


* creature is the Image of God, and your proper flesh,to whome you render duties, which perhu 


at this tyme ſeeme thornes ynto you, but shal one day be crownes if you know how to mats 
vertues of your neceſities.Be not diſcouraged through puſullanimity but doe like the Dolph, 
who rayſeth bimſelfe with much alacrity againſt the ſea-waues during the tempeſt, nderſtund 
Jou not the Holocauſt muſt burne from euening til morning ? Burne in this fire of loue and tis 
bulation,expedting to ſee glory in the day-breake to crowne Jour perſeuerance. Though Gu 
allot you no iſſue, yer no whit the leſſe loue your comfort: God often- times ſufferer barrgeſh 


of body to affoard ſrmtfulnefſe of vertues. 
ſq i jracfuineſe of SECTION 
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Inſtruftions for widdowes, 


5 ERFECT widdowes are in the Church as the horizon of 
NYE mariage and Religion ; they. participate of both conditions, 
LS. 7 when they be in the world for the example of the world, for 
J227$ the gouernement of their children and family:bur they alſo 
& hauc a ſhare inthe life of the Religious, when they wholy 
* diſpoſe their harts to God, 

We ſome-times ſee a banke of earth, which keepeth two ſeas from 
intermixing, but being taken away, thoſe rwo waters wil paſle along to- 
eeather,and engulph themſclues one within another. O how often ſaid you 
during the knor of mariage,that if God once tooke away your husband, you 
would wholy be for him? Coniugal obligation and affaires of the world was 
your banke and your obſtacle; bur now God hath rtakenirt away , diffolue 
your hart into his, 

' Wea This is the paſſage where you are expected: Heer it is where proof ſhalt 
nd, ny WW be made of your conſtancy. When you haue deplored the death of your 
husband as 2 wife , you muſt learne to beare ir like a Saint, lt 1sa wretched 
| thu WM vertue not to know whar els to doe then bewayle the dead , and be deſirous 
'wena  toderiue glory from the pecuiſhneſle of your ſorrow, It we could draw afide 
1 s6oul Wi the curtaine of heauen,to ſee the ſtate of ſoules already pafſed out of mortal 
1 dues WE bodies to the promiſed reconipence of the faithful, how much we ſhould be 
(mares WY aGhamed and confounded at the weaknefle of our teares : we ſhould (ce this 
e,4 WW great Eternity ſeated in a chaire of diamond, al ſparkling with ſtarres and 
per bn i brightneſſe, holding a Aaming mirrour in it's hand,at which time it would let; 
ver. 1 WE vs bchold a goodly harmony of al the bearituds theſe glorious ſfoules now 
notats WE enioy ſeperated from the contagion of our mortality : then wiping away the 
rens. i teares from our eyes,it would ſay ro vs with a voice repleniſhed with ſweet- 
e,mab WW nefſe and maieſty : Why bewayle you theſe kinred and freinds, who liue 
DW betterthen cucr in my boſome,abſorpr inatorrent ot eternal felicities? 
rage i An hundred and an hundred-fold happy are rhe dead , who depart in the 
, but MW favour of God! Behold them for the time to come diſcharged from labours: 
hare 4 I Bchold them freed of a thouſand and a thouſand cares, feares, paines, paſe 
erſunes, lons,maladies,wants, ignominies, & al thoſe euils which diuide our miſera- 
lens 8 WY ble life : Behold them fol.!ed within the armes of the Soueraigne, where they 
a bl reap the good works they ſowed on earth, You are much troubled, o wid- 
infirm WM dow , that this your ſpouſe is at this preſent of the houſe-hold of God, an 
erhay' FF inhabitant of his manſion, and a poſleſſour of his glory. Haue you ſo many 
make MF teares to lament miſeries,that you waſt them in felicitie8?as if it were a great 
olphn, © vnhappineſſe to paſſe from the ſeruitude of the lanes of the world, to the 
fund Ff liberty and joy of the children of God. 
nadie This is admirably wel expreſſed inthe 21, Chap, of Exodus , where God ar 
1 Gul if the going torth of #gypr ſhewed himſelfe to Moyſes, Aaron, Nabal, Abiud, and 
geſt © al the moſt eminent of this Nation, hauing ſaphires for his foot-ſtool 
; (which are ſtones of a celeſtial colour; ) whereupon a learned Commentary 
"JON Fdrawne from the Hebrew Interpreters moſt diuinely auſwereth , that = 
wou 


F 


Tofeph. 17, 
Antiqu, 
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would ſay vnto them: You haue laboured in &gypt with much patiZce abgy 
morter and tyles; and behold al your ryles turned into ſ{aphirs,into heaue 
ſtones,ro build of them the foot-ſtool of your glory. This is it whichy, 
moſt bleſſed Eternity ſayth to vs concerning the dead whom we deplore, 
is not fit any longer to takepaines with tyles and mortar ; bulineſles, car 


troubleſome affaires of the preſent lite are palt ; there 1s not any thingh Y 
repoſe, peace, glory,and felicity. Behold that which comforterh al ſolid aylſf "© 
generous ſoules,with liuely, fruirtul,and eternal conſolations. Wil you half 
a ſingular reſignation in the death of your kinred , w hich may daily happy mat 
and fal out of neceſſity? Behold S. Lewis, when newes was brought him ofty true 
death of his mother Queene Blaunch; he ſoone percci ued by the countenax P9® 
of the meſſengers, who were the Archbiſhop ot Tyre and his Contclour,hy hou 
wereready to tel him ſome-what able to afflict the hart of man, before t fair 
could open their mouthes: Let vs goe(ſaith he) into my Orarory; (for ityy \H 
the magazin where this great King rook vp armes to:combat againſt wordh m_ 
diſaſters: ) and when they camerthither, ſpeake now , what haue youto yy I 
Sir, God who had a long tyme lent you your mother for the good of you fon 
perſon and Kingdome , hath taken her out of the world for her owne repo, Iu 
At theſe words S. Lewis fel vpon his knees before the Altar, and lifting yphM 
hands to heauen ſaid:O my God 1 giue thee thanks thou haſt aforded me my deare mit chls 
whilſt it was thy wil, and that now according to thy good pleaſure thou haſt takenhyy _ 
thee, It is true 1 loued ber aboue al the creatures of the world , and she wel deſeruedit;ly uſe 
fince thou haſt bereaued me of her,thy name be for ener bleſſed. | 4 
Conclude your teares as he did, but neuer the reſolution of your widdep. I 
hood.It were to be wiſhed a good vow might fixe it with a nayle of adamar ; , 
but that ſhould be done with diſcretion; for al in woman being frayk, he s 


teares can haue no conſtancy, You may haue read in the hiſtory of the | 
vnhappy Politicianthe ſorrow of Glaphyra the wife of Alexander,ſone of im * 
whom his father moſt cruelly put to death ro ſatisfy his chymzracs & ſul; 
Cions, Neuer woman more paſſionately reſented the death of her husbant 1 
her lamentatjons were yellings , her teares torrents, her words furics, he 4 
countenice deſpaire,& life alitle Hel. There was no light to be cen afrtertly ach 
ecclypſe ofjher Sun, no world after her litle world,nor life atter the loſked 


the moity of her ſoule. Inthe meane ſpace ſome babler inſinuaring hereupoy, - 
and ſaying Shedidiltoatfli& herſelte for a death which could not but ; 
happy , ſince it was free from the ſenſe of paine; andrhat tor her ſelte (itwa ta 


true) her lofle was vaſpeakable , but the prouidence of God had madeit te land 
parable by a ſecond wedlock, which would wipe away her teares, and thatin | 
her conſtancy the world approuecd al but the reſolution ſhe tooke to remaine ol 
for cuer miſerable.She ſo much with time mollified her courage yponthelile j 
remonſtrances,;that ſhe maried the brother of her dead husban4, & after hin js 
athird, the King of Mauritania, loſephw relateth that the firſt night of her wet ; 
ding the ſoule of her husband appeared to her,and ſaid:Glaphyra you haueap- 
proued common bruit, which ſayes womenarelight. Where are now your 
teares?Where your ſorrow? Where the yowes you made me? Your wors were fach 
ful of promiſes, your promiſes of oaths, and your oaths of periuries and ink 
delity. For after my fathers cruelty had violently pulled away this myin-W 
mortal ſoule, which now ſpeakes to you , you laid aſide your great griet, " 
which ſeemed would neuer haue anend, and yealding your ſclte yp tothe im- 
portunities of il propoſed ſuits you haue admitted my brother into yourbed, @ 1,” 
entertaining my memory and aſhes as if | had been bur a ſhadow; & not con- flwe 
tent herewith, after his deceaſe you maried the King of Maurirania; and behold I 1, 
you now haue turned your wannefle into vermilhon, your teares into pearles, i ,, a 
and ſorrow into gold and ſcarlet, You are drenched in delights ouer head & 


cares, and take ſo much pleaſure among the liuing , that you torſake the me- 
ory 
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mor} of the dead. Now know,although you be ſo vngrateful rowards me, I 


have not forgotten you;nor {hal ic be long betore you be with me. Thepoore 


Queen was ſo rerritied with this viſion , that ſhe was quickly taken into the 


other world, leauin;3 ({aiththe hiſtory} by the publication of this apparition 
znorable proote of the immorrality of our ſoules. | 

Yet we doe not forbid ſecond wealocks : but al widdowes are aduertiſed 
they muſt proceed wilth great diſefxetion , and that according to the Apoltles 
counſel, the greateſt p1erteion reſts in widdowhood, Bur aboue al,ſovſe the 
matter that chis w1dd Owhood benor idle, that your children may find you 4 
true mother , the Chitrch a perpetual votareſle, virgins a prote&rice, the 

ore acharitable nource , monaſteries a good treind, orphans atutreſle the 
houſe one retired, ſocieties an example of good odour , and God aboue al a 
fichful ſeruant.To encourage youto this reſolution, you ſhal preſently heare 
$. Hierome ſpeake,who vird words to this effe& 1n the treatiſes he wrot ynto 
two widowes: 

Tow haue learnt in mariage the troubles of mariage; God was pleaſed to giue you this ſchoole 
trinfruct you for widdowhood by your owne experience. Tou baue vomired vp the choller which 
ſacharged your ſtomach, would you take it vp againe tobeare it m your mouth? Would you 
qeturne ro the ſnare from whence you went ? Feare you the world may want , if you bring no 
children ? Let ir faite threugh verrue rather then be ſupported by weakneſſe. Al thoſe who are 
muried haue not children , and ſuch as haue are many times enforced to curſe their fruuful- 
nee, To whom ( [ay you) bal i leaue al this wealth , fence I am mortal? To God; who cannot 
dje: To [eſus, that you may make an here of your awne Maiſter. Tour father wil be aſflied 


| atit, but God glorified: your famuly mourne , but the Angels wil tezoice. Let your {ather doe 


what be wil with bis riches; 16 15 not co bum to whom you owe your birth, but to leſus the Au- 
thowr of your regeneration, | 
Beware of thoſe venemous creatures , who ſeeke their gaine from anorhers charge, and who 
teljou there is 20 ſenſe that a Yong woman should waſt her yourh in ſad ſolitude , and neither 
ut the delight of children nor reward of pleaſure.lf you baue poſterity, why deſire you a ſecond 
mariage? andif you haue none, why feare you not 4 ſecond ſterility? If you be a mother, you per= 
bays ſet over your children, not 4 nourcing- father, but an enemy; not a parent, but 4 Tyrant, 
Needs muſt you forget your owne children m the pur ſuits of your loues , and trick-vp your ſelfe 
jathe defe tion from your orphans , who as yet ſcarcely know how to lament or vnderſtand 
them awne miſery. Alleage not here vnto me, wealth, affairs, and ſeruices: No woman takes 
#bus band, but to lye with & busband. Otherwiſe what a folly tt were to reſigne vp her chaſti= 
1) to multiply her riches > What wil it be when a husband shal perſecute you bauing your 
ehate?What wil it be when you vo longer shal be ſuffered toloue the children by your firſt bus- 
band, and that you muſt hide your ſelfe from doing them any good, and hate them to shew you 
baye renounced the ashes of the dead? If you haue children of a ſecond wedlock, be you neuer ſo 
$199; you sbal be a ſtep-mother : 1f you ſpare ought from your ſonne in law , you wil be cruel; 
endif by accident any il befat him, 1t is you did1t ; if you deny bum meate , you are igrateful, 
end if you giue him any you baue poiſoned bun. 
, It istime you bury to your ſel fe al theſe pleaſures in the tomb of your husband, Counter fai- 
ting cannot make a fayre accord with teares , nor doth griefe permit the pomp of attive. Mea- 
gerneſſe and faſts should be your pearles , and prayer your per fumes.1f a Queen of Carthage 
ſa heretofore of her husband, he that eſpouſed me in the firſt wedlock_took_my bart and loue 
with him, let him enioy let bim poſſeſſe them vnto the grams; If he ſer glaſſe at ſo high arate, 
what hal we doe by gold & pearles? 1 fa Pagan widdow in the law 0 f nature condemned al the 
Pleaſures of mariage , what may be expected from 4 Chriſtian Lady ,who owes jrer chaſtity not 
mel to 4 dead busband, but 4 liuing God, and with whom be ought to live and 1aigne for euen? 
The reputation of cha" it) 54 moſt delicate Lilly in the perſon of women : It s a ver) beautiful 
flower, but there needs no more then a litle breath, a litle had ayre to corrupt it, when age ben- 
deth rowards vice , and that she bath the freedome of a hushand's authority , whoſe shadow 
Many times might ſerue as a bulwar ke to chaſtity. What doth a widdow in ſo great a family, 


«nd among ſt ſomany ſeruants , whom 1 would not baue her to diſpiſe as ſeruants , but regard 
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with ſome modeſty remembring with ber ſelfe they are men? If the ſtate and quality of her cy, 
dition require 4 retinue , let at the leaſt ſome ancient graue man be ſeen to beare wa), who 
his good life may commend the bonour of bis Miſtteſſe. I know many of them, who baumg gy 
therr doore againſt ſtrangers, haue had anil report raiſed by occaſion of their houshold ſernany 
who muiſtrea matter of ſuſpicion, either through exceſſe of therr bramery, or their gentile Jo) 
#nd bandſomneſſe of proportion , too louely , either for their age proper to wantonneſſe, 91) 
vanity of a haughty ſpuit, or confidence in the fauos: of their Miſtriſſe. 

Al thatby prudence sbould be preuented , which the world through malice may imagin,, ® + 
deſire not to ſee about you a houshold Steward ſo ſpruce , nor any ſeruant who ma 1) ſauour of g 
effemmate Commedian , no wanton muſician (the true inſtrument of Sathan ) to poiſon Joy 
eare with his warbling. Haue nothmg remiſſe, nothing which may ſmel of the ſlage m your f 
mily, but rather Quires of widdowes and virgins, to be an honour to your ſexe, and to ſerue a, 
recreation in your moſt innocent delights. Let the reading of godly bookes nexer be laid 
and let your prayers be ſo frequent that they may ſerue 45 a buck.ler to repel the fiery arrgy 
of exil thoughts, which ordinarily aſſaile youth. Let vertue conſummate the good, which ingy, 
perance had prepared for u-ſelfe. Redeeme virgins,to preſent them to the chamber of the ſpl, 

Take care of widdowes,to mingle them as violets amongſt virgins and Martyrs, It wa $arlad 
Jou shal giue to God for his crowne of thornes, wherin be bare the ſinnes of the world, 

It is very bard, and almoſt impoſſible to cut away al the ſeeds of paſions , which we ma) i 
auant- paſſions, becauſe concupiſcence ſootheth our ſenſes and inſinuaterb it-ſelfe yery ſubric; 
but it is in the power of the wil to diſmiſſe or entertaine the.The God of nature ſaid in the 
pel,euil thoughts, bomuides,adulteries, fornicativs,thefts, falſe witnes- bearings, blaſphemir, 
proceeded from the hart. The ſpirit of man is more propending to euil then good from th, 
cradle of infancy,andin this battaile of the ſpirit andthe flesh,wherof the 4 poſile ſpeaketh, 

ſouleis almoſt wholy floating, and knowes not to what part toincline, No man comes intuith 
world without bringing vice and il inclinations with him; and be is the beſt who bath cbelu 
euil,and can preſerue 4 faire body amongſt many litle infirmities. 

The Prophet ſaid he,was troubled, and that tberupon be held is peace. He tels you one myh 
ngry without fine, ke Architas the Tarrentine who ſaid to bu ſeruant: 1 would, 
thee, were 1 not angry;which sheweth it was no ſinne, but a ſimple paſſion, for otherwiſe ago 
Puts nor the Iuſtice of God in execution, That which is ſpoken of one paſſion may be vudnſul 
of another.1t is proper to man to be moued with choller, and for a Chriſtian to ouercome chilly 
So the flesh deſires carnal things , and by the itch therof draweth the ſoule to mortal pleaſe; 
But it is your part to quench the bear of luſt by the loke of Chriſt, and to conquer the fleshyin 
it ſcek.es liberty, by the help of abſtinence , in ſuch ſort that im eating it may ſearch ſor noms 
ment,not luſt, and beare about the ſpinit of God deſcending intoit,with a firme and een pu, 
Eutry man may be ſubiett topaſſ1ons, which are common to nature:We are of one andthe ſau il the 
clay,of the ſam: element .Concupiſcence may 4s welbe foundin ſilke as in vvool: It neither ſu by 
7es the purple of Kings,nor contemnes the pouerty of beggers.Tou vvere better baue thediſult { t6 | 
of ſtomach , then vv1l. Rather let the body obey, then the ſpirit , andif you muſt needs maker WM gene 

ſlippery ſtep,doe it rather vvuh the foot then modeſty not flattering your ſeiſe before ſunne mill Ml he 
prerence of a ſuture pennance,vyhich u rather a remedy of misfortunes then an ornamenn | tho( 
nnocents:For you muſt exer defend your ſelfe from yyounds vyhere ſorrovy ſerues for rem, il ie 
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To Mayads, 
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SECT I O N. XxxviIl 


The pray ſes of virginity , and the modeſty 
they ought to obſerue m their 
cariage, 


MW fume of the living God; and I note from the zo, 


> 


py I Wl (poken off was compoled of foure ingredients, 
Eto wit of gabbanon,, myrrhe_, onyx , and in- 
CH cence. Gabbanon is the ince of an aromatike 
Sy herb , as white as milke , and which borrowing 
F\ it's name from milke , figureth vnto vs the whit- 
Mi nefſe and purity of virginity; myrrhe it's morti.- 
COD fication; onyx a kind of iittle oyſter, from whence 
iſued 2 moſt odoriferous ſauour ſignifies it's conſtancy ; and incence 
in flanies it's patience in tribulations, Bur as for purity , I fay rea- 
ſonable nature hath engrauen on the harts of al-mo:tals , and\ namely 
maids, ſo particulat a loue of integrity that ſoules the moſt proſtituted 
to finne haue cuer had ſome remorſe and feeling of the honour they 
had forſaken. 

Should 1 proue this by a paſſage of Scripture or 4 Father , it were 
the lefſe effeRual ; becauſe it may be ſaid , chaſtity ought to be prayſed 
by ſuch lips , 1 wil eui& this verity from the confeſſion of a Pagan; 
t0 let you vnderſtand ir is a voice of nature; Behold a paſſage of 
enecs , whom 1 haue cuer much admired : It 1s a wonder ( fait 
he ) that proftitured women ſtil retaine ſome modeſty , and that 


ie& for publike -vncleanneſſe , baue euer ſome veile for their. vnhap« 


py patience. The infamous place it-ſelfe is in ſume ſort baſhful, Sec 914 !ndibric 

exor- Tilgy ade pee 
4 : MM ideas 

dirant, which afforded not. ſome honour to chaſtity , conuinced by their gum, ades lupaney 


owne conſcience, But we muſt likewiſe affirme it was neuer knowne to queque verecunduny 
betrue purity , vatil the ſtandard was aduanced by leſw Chriſt and,his moſt eſt, 


the cauſe why there neuer hath been any people. ſo looſe and 


Bleſſed Mother., : - : , 
We. find cuen among thoſe who liued in the law of nature ſome 


ſhadowes of chaſtity. We haue from the relation of Tercullien |, that one-"- 
Democritus voluntarily made himſelfe blind by carneſt looking ,on the * 
; {Bags 46 he might not behold the corporal beauty of women, ſhutring _ 
vp two gates from louc to open a thouſand to wiſedome. But what cha- .@.@. 


ſity is this ( 1 pray ) ſince himſelfe confeſſeth he did it not for any - 
1 Dy OT. 


——_ a A671 
LY EA, chap; of Exodus , this perfume of Gol which is = «Mong 


þ Senec natural? 

queſtion, 1, x,.c,100 
. EF | ? 79- 
thoſe bodyes which ſeeme not to be made but to ſerue as an ob- PEI Ns 


HE great Saint Bufil calleth virginity the per- omg apud Me: 


- 
ov! ” « -* - -_* 


xe® THE HOLY COVERT, Par: Lib, ;. 


other purpoſe bur to be freed from the importunities of luſt | 

king out therin his qwne peculiar ends , not the honour of the Creatous 

A Chriſtian Champion proceedeth much otherwiſe : He hath eyes for th, 

Tertul Aptlog. workes of God, and none for concupiſcence, He pulleth not out his eyes, 

| Chnſt.an « os 0 6 bereaue himſclte the ſpeRacle of this vniuerſe, but reareth from his harr alth, 
ſur Es wn Mas roots of depraued thoughts , to prepare therina Paradice to our Soueraigy, 

bbidivem cecureft, Lord andMailter. He ſees al, and deſires nothing : and although he touch x 

Nexgoc 5:p« evra the ſenſe of it , ſtayes notinthe conſent. There 1s ucucr a more vndoubrg 


ou} 15 Hires os © pr j umph of chaſtity then to depriue ones ſelfe of the inſtruments of cuil, xy 
evan TE 


Mebjja. ao iÞ. praiſed for hauing the 'imporency of doing 11, We find in ancient Kome Veſt 
(a)0 cominentiem virgins, and in the Citty of Egeea, and Temple of Delphos : We are not ignorgy 
gebenne ſacerdotem! (4, oe many haue madeprofeſlion of virginity ; but what virginity? a Virginity 
_ own Fo mingled with Idolatry & ſecret impurities, looſe liberty, & thoughts reſigy, 
exm refers alias Inxu- Edt al kind of obic&ts, Which cauſed Tertullian to ſay: (2)0 goodly contmeng, 
vie alios contmentie - which offers ſacrifice to hel! 


_ al worem, Virginity amongſt Chriſtians 4dmitterh not one fole glance with delibg, 
| ; rate conſent,one diſhoneſt thought, if voluntary. It reuerenceth it's ſecret, 
Quir me vider? tene- Tels it not, Let vs ſinne, none ſee vs, ther is nothing but darkneſſ round abgy 
bra Gi/ewndams me," VS, which cannot accule vs , our finnes ſhal be lerrers ſcaled vp from Gy 
quem wercer? deliet9= N11; much otherwiſe, the eyes of God are two flaming torches more x 
 ommemorebare Az. Centthen the ſunne ir-ſclfe , which wil drench vsinthe abylc , and forthj 
viſcimus, cauſe we keep chaſt our moſt ſecret thoughts. O excellent, and admirablepy, 
Ecclef, 24. rity ! O the true ince of gabbanon !O thetrue triþute of heauen! 
Oculi Domininulio Conſider now the ſecond ingredient of the perfume of God, which is 
Plus lucicbores ſuns 1, wit mortitication of ſenſes. Where ſhal we find through-out the whol, 
ſuper folem,coreum- < an Lefticr ave Seaolek & ſerie: 
ſpiciemes omnes vies SY nagogue and al antiquity a chaſtity preferued with lo many aulterities and 
hominum, es profun- mortifications, as in true Chriſtianity? Saint Ambroſe in an Oration he mak; 
dum abyſn, againſt Symmahw , mocketh at Veſtal virgins , who made a ſhew to embrac; 
virginity liuing in ſuperfluity and delights; which 1s as if one would quend 
hot imbers with oile,or hope for beauty frorh the dawbing of a cole. Mort. 
cation of apperires hath eucrbeen eſteemed by Saints as a Palliflado of tie 
delicious garden of chaſtity, and formal reaſon proueth vmo vnto vs, that 
Curt off a vice ſubſiſting in the fleſh neceſſarily the ſinewes of the fleſh miiſtbe 
bet 20; takea away, You may haue as many fruits of honeſty, as there are of itinter 
Qudiiiper ſeperm Teſtrial Paradice ; you may hauc an infinit number of vertucs, the ordinary 
mordebu ewm coinber. Companions of purity of body. If you deſtroy mortification, the ſerpent il 


enter into your garden and ſting you, 
O Mayds, you infinitly betray the glory of your ſoule, when you thinke 
to preſerue the treaſure of purity in vanity , brauery , and curiolity , which 
Hyir wicerebiter in- haue cuer been accounted theneſt of immodeſty, How can you imagine tha 
eaMatbri 4 ſerpete 1;ving in banquets, pleaſures,difſolute ſports, among ſtage: playes,loue pan- 
Ecthi, 4 2. 3,  * Þhlets, and continual occaſions of finne, you can keepto God the faithyou 
-1.7 _ ' promiſed him in your confeſſions, You decetue your ſelfe, you haue berray- 
2 edyour bulwarkes , andruined your ramparts ; the ſerpent wilruſh invpot 
-. Youtoſucke your bloud , and then wil be a fit tyme (indeed) to cry on 


-:gh «+. Murder. 
' You take delight to play with aſpics , and thenſay they haue ſtung me, 
a giue me aremedy, Muſt younceds confide in ſerpents? Muſt you needs aps 


"4 ATA proach ſo neer to a creature vntractable ? With what armes thinke yau 
Cirewieruntin welo= "45.1 4» Church in it's firſt beginning preſerue this guift of chaſtity , and 


rp amaghn HI it to ſuch a degree , that it filled the world with aſtoniſhment, by 
+,af het, quibws dig-by Aight from occations , but by rigours and auſterities of life ? What 
mus non eras nant: flames 
3n ſoltndinibu) ere | ; ST 


pentes , in montibur, ſpednncis,C cavernis terry. Hebr. 11. 18, 


as very wel Climacbus ſaith, the dead are nener crowned , nor any man iuſty 
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ames of ſenſuallity did not they quench who lived in wilderneſſes., covered 
with $Kinnes, COMPanions of bruit beaſts , teeding on roots pulled vp with 
their nailes,and ſteeped inthe {wear of their torcheads? 

Al paſſedtimes haue infinitly commended a loſeph tor leauing a cloke itt his Reliquit ſus tanquow 
dight inthe hands of an v nchaſt Miſtreſe : He forſooke his owne (ſaith Saint 19% /n4,que adulierd 
Jmbroſc) as no longer accounting it his / fince it was inthe hands of an adul- /* manibus dais. 
'-refſe., and thought a garment touchW by the hands of an vncha® woman 2% > —_— 
wasno longer for /oſephs wearing, If thisaGt be laudable , whar ſhal we ſay of dl ciprehendj, 
thoſe who haue not left a ſimple habit already polluted by an cuiltouch, bur Ambrof.deloſeph, 
quite forſaken & abandoned intheir beſt health, their owne bodies, although | 
moſt chaſt and innocent, to preſeruc purity of ſoule by anexrraordinary mor- 
tificativon of fleſh 2 Whar thal we ſay of a Chriſtian mayd of whom Iſodore of Ifod. peluf, L 3 
rafum ſpeakerh , who ſeeing herſelfe ſollicited by a yong man, ſhaued her P: 53 
head cloſe to the Skin to cure anothers loue,uepriuing herſclfe not of a coiffe, 
not of a Petticote or gowne, but of an ornament which is on womens heads 
x flowers in meadowes? What ſhal weſay of thoſe, whoto chaſtice a flight 

lance rather curious then vnchaſt, haue put irons about theirnecks, that ſo Acepſimas vt res 
they might perpetually looke on the earth , as vaworthy to behold heauen> fert Theodoretus 
And what of others who were three-ſcore yeares without ſight of any crea- Mlenga Grecor, 
ture? Is not this properly to caſt off, not a clooke as Ioſeph. but the body as if | 

irwere dead? 15not this to liue in mortal fleſh as it he had jt not ? And can Quideft dicere vols 
you thinke Go hath ſold virginity to ſuch art the price of ſo many traucls /abere quod Vincam 
and mortificarions, and wil afford it you in pleaſures and continual conuer- niſs yolo habere qus 

-0n amongſt men, ſince where there is moſt batrel i t micrit? Wh: a—__ 
ſation amonglt men, S molt merit? What els te purer habere tris« 
isittroſay, 1 wil haue where-withal ro ouercome , but thar | wil haue wher. phum grernum incurs 
withto vndoe my ſelfe ? Beware leaſt you purchaſe an eternal ignominy, 74: opprobrium incer 
where you promiſe your ſelfe atriumph. For amonslt al the bartels in Chriſ. 9% 0=" Co. 
tianReligion , none 15 more ſharp then that of chaitity , where the danger is os fats | as: y org 
daily and the victory very rare. oratic caflicect , wt 

It youregard the third ingredient of this perfume,which is the Onyx, ſolid queidax. pugne, & 
andpermanent, the ſymbole of conſtancy ; where can you meet with a virgi. 7014 vitloria. | 
nity more brauely defended then among Chriſtians?For it conitancy (as Saint Rug - 
Thomas teacheth ) conſiſt in ſurmounting al difhculties and obſtacles which Donn 
offer to croſſe a good affaire , who hatn ouercome more innumerable in 
quantity, more ſharp in kind, more various in quality,then virginity?Dome. 
ſtikeenemies are euer molt to be feared , and ſuch there are who haue torne 
Lions, that conld not rend from their hartsthe leaſt paſſion : But virginity, 
how many rimes hath it within it's owne body extinguiſhed the flames of 
concupiſcence by cou agious and magnanimous atts, as arethoſe which we 
find in the lines of ſo many holy creatures ? How often did ſome roule them< 
ſelues in ice and ſnow , as Saint Franc? How ofrendid others drag themſelues 
ouerthornes, al torne and bloudy , as Saint Benet 2 How often did others 
fight againſt fire witi another fire, taking in open hand the prime element to 
ranquiſh the principalpaſſion, as Saint Marcran? lt ſeemes to me when l here 
of theſe combats I may apply a notable place of the ſeauenty fourth Pſalme 
to them : Help , Oh my God, help; the earthof this mortal flesh is alon fire, it is conſumed, if Liqueſs eft terrs; 
Jus afiſt not. What haue you to feare, faithful ſoule ? anſwereth the God of 9g" confirmaui co- ; 
Hoaſts, Be firme in your good purpoſe. it is | who wil ſtrengthen the colum- lymnas ejus, confregh 
nes and forindations of the earth : It is I who wil ſhiuer in pieces the bowes, _—_ 
arrowes, quiners , bucklers, and ſwords; yea al the temptations and powers hoturn facie et mY 
of hel oppoſed againſt thee. My God,thou madeſt it; o what peace-l now find in pacelocus ejur. It 


in my hart , what great anddiuine lights deſcend vpon me from the eternal luminans tw mirabio 
mountaines! lizer de monubus 


Behold the interiour combats , but if you regard the exteriour, Pld 56-006 
What violences , what warlike engines haue not been imployed againſt , 


T3 Virgi- 
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virginity ? The teeth of Lions and Tygers were only to be feared in beaſt 


yet they haue bcen ſought out 1n forrcſts and wilderneſles, ro be ENCOuraget 
againſt virgins, and virgins hane vanquiſhed them, How many times hath; 
Lion been fcen let looſe againit a filly Chriſtian maid in an Amphitheater, tg 
- lick her feer, and in (ſight of foure-ſcore thouſand people adorg| his prey, 
taking vpon him that courreſy , which in men was wanting ? Coales , whic 
Caſt vp dewouring flames, frying-pannes , boyling cauldrons made their hain, 
ſtand an end who atarre-off beheld them without danger, yer virgins feltthen 
on their bodies, virgins ouercame them , virgins ſtood tree from hurt jn th 
midſt of theſe horrours, ſinging rhe praiſes ot God and the triumphs of ch,, 
0 quem pulchye ef tity. Wheels armed with ſharp irons to make bodies fly in pieces by gg, 
ca!!a generatio cum ÞEtS, were the practiſes of Sathan, neuer ſeen, heard, orthought on, yerbej 

claritete/immmria:is applied tothe bodies of virgins, virgins blunted and rebated them with thei 

a | 967 Ops we tencer and delicate fleſh, | ] ETA 
-<>>A_ a Now, that none way obie& althis to be done by wily tricks of extatike 
incoineuinaterum Toules, and that there could not be a true conſtancy obſcrued therein , Which 
crrremine premum 1S Onely ſeen when there is a firme ſettling for ſome good ſpace in the exer. 
__ ciſc of a vertue , you find an infinit number of them , who waxed old in grey 
apicat, 4x combats, great atſlictions , great auſterities, great farterics , yet neuer leþ 
their reſolution. And to let others paſſe vnder (ilence, who are innumerable 
I wil onely remember a maid of Alexandria, endowea with anexquiſit beauty 
and ſuedvnto with al poſſible importumries , who hid her ſelfe in a ſepulche 
otrhe dead, and liued twelue yeares inalitle cel, made tolodge ſuch ag ha 
R  _ nothing to doe withthe world , ſhe being found in this manner , and agke 
vo 15-4989 i what ſhe meantro doe; made anſwer : 1 preſerue the treaſure of cha'lity amongſt th 
cdl u1r as, unde nulla 444 carcaſes, ſro whence 1 behold not the ſparkles of concupiſcence to fly. O my God, whx 
flammaerympir, Conſtancy is this ! what vigour of ſpirit! what adamantine courage! and why 
Ragerus, may weake ſoules ſay to this, who yeald at the firſt brunt, and ſeeme to hae 
nothing in the world more eaſy and familiar, then tolooſe that which © 

neuer be re courred? 

To conclude,conſtancy being neuer confummare without perſeuerancety 
the lalt breath, behold the fourth ingredient of the pertume of God, whichiz 
incenſe, and you ſhal ſee thar as incenſe is melted on coales, ſo many haue berg 
difſolued intorments for the defence of chaſtity. Some haue preſently yell. 
ded vp their liues, others were burned with aſlow fire,deliuering their bodies 
vpto flames, as freely as one would be diſpoiled of a garment. Witneſlethat 

' yong man mentioned by S. Hierome, faſt tyed with filken cordes vpon a bed al 
ſtrewed ouer wirh flowers,who in ſuch poſture hauing nothing at liberty but 
his tongue, ſpir it cut al bloudy in the face ofa lewd woman , who cameto 

Raderms in virida- tempt him, Witneſlc another maid called Lucy , who lined a virgin among 
rio. many others, and who for exquiſir beauty was {ought vnto with vehement (ol- 
licitations by a powerful Lord , who hauing command and autority in his 
hands ſent meſſengers of his fury to ſeyze on this innocent lamb; and whilſt 
they were at the gate menacing to kil her, & toſeralon fire if this poore crez 
ture were not deliuered into their hands , the maid came forth ; who is there, 
Sirs, ſaid ſhe ? What demand you? I beſeech youtel me whether there be any 
thing in my power to purchaſe your Lord and Maiſters loue ? Yea anſwered 
they in aflowting manner, your eyes hgue gained him, nor euer can he haut 
reſt til he enioy them.,Wel, goeto then{ſaith ſhe)onely ſuffer mera goe tomy 
chamber,and I wil giue ſatisfication in this point, The poore maid ſceing her 
ſelfe between the hammer and the anuile , acted a thing at that time which 
could neuer haue bcen done without the paiticular reuelation of God ; ſhe 
ſpake to her eyes, and ſaid : How my eyes, are you then guilty ? | know the 
reſeruedneſſe and ſimplicity: of your glances , nor haue 1 in that kind 
any remorſe of conſcience. But how-ſocuer it be you appeare to me noe 
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:nnocent enough , ſince you haue kindled fire in the hart of a man; 
vhoſc hatred 1 haue euer more eſteemed then his loue.: Quench with your 
bloud the lames you haue taiſed, Whereupon with a hand pioufly cruel 
hedigged out hereyes, and ſentthe torne relikes embrewed in her bloud 
rohim w ho ſought her, adding : Behold what you loue, He ſeyzed with horrour 
haſtned ro hide himſelfe in a Monaſtery , where he remained the reſt of his 
gayesto expiate his loues, O incomparable parience! | would goe further, 
but ſhe ſtayes me.For what can I ſpeake more, hauing ſaid rhis ? Is it nor 
enough to ſhew chaſtity can doelitle of ir-ſelfe , but thar it diffolueth as in- 
cenſe 0a the burning coales of charity? To giue away the light of the day,the 
ſvecreſt of al creatures ; to giue vp her bloud drop after drop; to giue her 
torne eyes, ſo to auoid a finne, which faithleſſe ſoules account bur a ſport! 
Infnit many puſiilanimous people 1uſtly chaſticed for their ſinnes cannot 
endure the leaſt ſting, but with complaint and murmur againſt God; they 
burne,burt it is as lawrels. crackling in the flames: but this virgin inthe ſhar- 


| peſt rigours of a moſt ſenſible rorment burnt {\veetly, couragioully, filently. 


0 what a perfume of the liuing Godis virginity ! 1f the ſmoke of the bodies 
ofthe damned, and deſpayring Babylon perpetually mount to heauen ina ſacri- 
fice of vengeance,may we nor aftirme this delicious perfume of virginity wil 
onthe orher ſide aſcend as a ſacrifice ot honour whillt there is Religion and 
Altars , men and Angels? O women, prodigal of agood irrecouerable : Ah 
wretched maids!Ah yong witlefſe women, that giue for amomentary delight 
4 treaſure for which the Ciuwurch hath ſhed ſo much bloud | Ah inexcuſable 
| treachery,to giue toa bold libertine what is taken from leſus Chriſt ! Ah pu- 
fillanimicy, ro yeald at the firſt ſhock by deliuering vp a guift of God, for 
which ſo many virgins haue perſiſted vnder the tecth and pawes of Lyons, 
vnderthe ſharp irons of tyrannical whcels.tn cauldrons of ſcalding hot oyle, 
in therearing out their eye-ſtrings, in diſlocation of their bones, and maila- 
| cring their bodies,yea cuen to the laſt breath of lite! 

Vanappy victime made a prey to diſhonour , what wilt thou anſwer to an 

| Agnes, a Tecla , 2 Katerine, a Lucie, when they ſhal ſhew thee their palmes,their 
bloud and wounds, more bright and radiantthen the ſtarres in the sky? And 
what wil they ſay ? behold what we haue ſuffered fora vertue, which thou 
haſt ſoſleightly valewed as to trample it vnder-foot, and through a ſtrange 
proſtitution haſt throwne into their eyes who required it not. O mothers, 
breed your daughters piouſly , and preſerue them as pledges charily recom- 
mended vnto you by Almighty God. What a ſhame, what an ignominy , nay 
what a fury, to behold mayds now-alayes1l raught, bold amonglt men as 
ſoldiers, wanton as leaping kids , and impudent as Syrens! Who hath euer 
ſequeſtred ſhamefaſtneſſe from the ſoule thar did not ſeperate modeſty from 
the body? How can you account a gadding houſe-wite, a dancing reueller,an 
de wanton to be modeſt, fince tie ſtrgngeſt chaſtities haue now-adayes 
much adoe to defend them(ſclues from calumny-? Snares are laid on euery 
hde,as wel vpon the mountayne as the valley. There is not a ſtone wher- 
0n ſome (corpion ſleeperh not. Neuer was the luſt of impudentmen ſoen- 
flamed, and yer you dally without feare of danger, Harken to the aduiſe of 
5 Hierome concerning the inſtruction of mayds, with which I wil conclude 
this diſcourſe: 

Let a maid Jpho ou g'>t to be the Temple of God, be ſo inſlruted, that she neither beare nor 
ſieake any thing which tenderh not ro the feare of God: Let not impure ſpeaches aproach hex 
tares: Let ber be ignorant of worldly pleaſures: Ler ber tongue in her tender yeares be ſeaſoned 
wh the prayſes of Ieſus Chriſt: Ler ber bantsþ yong men from ber company, who baue any 
loſe fashion in their behautour, and let the mayds themſelues who come amongſt them be 
alienated from worldly commerce , leaſt bauing been il diſciples of ſenſuality , they thereby 
become te worſe Miſtreſſss.1f she alſo learne to read , let ber lerters be made of boxe or — 

an 
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and be al called by their names,that ſo they may be a recreation for ber eyes,to ſerue ag inp, Ml, 99 
ments for her ſtruction. Let her in good time pradtize to write , and let her tender hy 26 
Luided on the paper to trace the lett. 75 which are shewed her : Let ber haue ſome rewgy, 
doing wel; for m this her minority theſe ſleight ornaments proue to be an allurement t Vert bs 
Ler ber haue companions for emulation , and entertaine a generous enuy againſt heir yy, 
Let her not be chidden if she be of a heauy ſpirit but encouraged by the help of commentany, 
Let her take delsght to ouercome,and be as loth to be vanquisbed. Heed muſt be tak en she uy 
not ſtudy and tranel,leaſt the butterneſſe she may conceiue in ber infancy ſpread beyond hey 
Innocent yeares, Let the firſt letters she begins ro cal compoſe ſome boly names, to Preparthy 
memory to piety: Let ber baue a gouerneſſe graue & modeſt: Let her entertaine her COmPpani 
with ſerenity 0 { countenance: Let her become affable and amiable to al the world, a 
her not to weare pendants m ber eares , ro paint, to load ber neck and head with pearly 
Change not the colour of her bire by art , nor frizle or criſp her with fire and irons left 
proue 4 prediflion of tnfernal flames. Take heed sbe be nor rouched with the hammer , wii 
now-adayes ſtrikes al the world, to-wit vanity : Let her not drinke in the cup of Baby] 
which is impurity ; beware sbe gee not ſorth with Dina, ro ſee how the mays of the cy 
are atrired: Let ber not be a dancer nor gawdy in apparel. Poy ſons not giuen but by rubk 
the goblet with honey, nor doth vice deceiue vs but vuder colour and pretext of vertue, 

Aboue al, let ber ſee nothing either in father or mother, the imitation whereof may 
ber guilty : Ler her be diſpoſed to the reading of good bookes , and nener appeare in publi 
without the aduiſe of her mother : Let her not entertaine jome ſpruce yong Amouriſt to of 
wanton glances ; nor let her beare particular affection towards any of her ſeruants why 
whiſper in her eare,but cauſe them to Fpcake alowd,that al the reſt may heare. Let her 
enery day offer her deyotion to God 3 be very ſober mn ey deportement , and delighted yij 
workes worthy of her condition. Let her be moſt obedient; nor euer ſo bardy as to ſee au 
vndertake ought without their leaue who gouerne ber, Doing this she shal ſage ber ſoule, al 
edify al the word, | 


To Fathers and Mothers, 


SECTIO N. XXXIX. 


(dncerning the edacation and inſtruftion of 


their children, 


F 


What a goodly chaine of gold is charity, which witl 

it's many linkes enchayneth the world!The more cloſe 

Þ it ſhutteth, the more ſtrength it affordeth ; The moreit 

> rycth our harts, the more it faſtnethour felicities, Tir Or 

, firſt liberty of a reaſonable creature is the thraldome 

/59 of an honeſt loue, wherein Fathers and mothers haue4 

FS great part, for their vaion floweth from the bowels 

nature, and none can falſify it who violate nor the frſ 

lawes of the world. The father lones the ſonne as a portion cut from hin- 

ſelfe, naturally the ſonne loues the father ; and ſo often as he wandreth fron 

Producent aqua This loue, he 1s like a fiſh out of the water. This was the conceit whid 


reptile, Geneſ.r, $8, Ambroſe had vpon the paſſage of Genelis , Let the waters bring forth fish. _ u cls 
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00d moxber bethe water, and good children the fiſh, ſaith he; Gad ance Qua bona water fs 
roamanded the water to bring torth filb., and ioftamily ir abcyed, 8nd ever; F100 a wfia 
far almoſt theſc {iz rhouſand yeares that the world wheels about , the terctjanes parent 
vxer feedeth it's fiſhes without murmur, andthe fb neuer gae aut 'of the filss, jeperativnes, 
Waaerbut by conftraint. O man, who haſt taught diuifions between father edi, offenſam: diſce 
a4 fone , mother and daughter , thou thouldlt be aſhamed : Entrear the 
wer to teach thee, and the fifþ to ſhew thee tby leſſon, It is a irange. thing wc finds. 
parrjarcb.Noz,iuftly prouoked againſt an vnnatural ſonne who had reueas Genel. 9. 
ledthe nakedneſſe of his farther , ſhooteth the arrow of malediction, nox 41cm Chanas ſeruns 


2c4ioft rhe head of the guilty ſonne, but his children: He curſed not Chan, b ut ſerworum eri8, 


(444; and/if you aske why, Theadaret vpan Genefis anfwereth, Nos wanuld uot 
curſe him whom God once had bleſfed:For this 12d beentg take eff the feale 
ofthe Soucraigne Maifter, andrarze his edicts; but $. 4wbroſe {ayes very perti- 
gently, that Nue the more go puniſh his cuil ſonne,, curſed him in bis race; as 
ifthe wounds which fathers recciue in the affliction of their children were 
more ſenſible tro them then their proper and perſanal hurts, Take away the 
beame fromi the ſunne , and he ſhines not; the ſtreame trom the fountaine, it 
dryeth vp;the member from the bady,it putrifies;the ſanne fromthe father, 
and he no longer is aſonne. This admitted and reſolued, we draw a neceflary 
anſequence from the reciprocal loue between twa; and fince we 'muft 
xecafter ſpeake of the dury of ſonnes rawards their parents, let vs now 
ourſue: the courſe begun, and mentian the duty of parents:rowards their 


children, © | il'ye 
One would not at firſt perhaps belieue what Hay , but it-is moſt vndoub. 
ted: Parents are in ſome ſort mare obliged to their children, then children to 
parents. For who is more bound then he who by 1iuftice both: dinine and 
hymancoweth moſt? Now what owe children to their parente? The life they 
received , which they can not render againe , and therefore are not bound to 
It: Wel may they owe the honour which tales ypan themſclues,welthe hel 
ſeruices in caſe of neceflity : Byt the father,ſo ſoone as the infant hach/ie 
oot-into being, is very raightrly obliged to prouide him two things, non- 
rikment,and inſtru&ion according to capacity. Theſe are therwo heads of 
hisdiſcourſe, wherein 1 purpoſe toshew ( o fathers and mothers ) that you 
commit a great ſfinne when you abandpn your children, to become aprey 'of 
miſery, ignorance,and iniquity... | | uy 
The reaſons are cuident:For firſt, you finne againſt the grand Law of na« 
tute written by God with a ſtile of. fire, not onely on the harts of al liuin 
teatures, but even on plants , whichisrto Cheriſh what they haue produced, 
rapes hang on the vine , fruits on thetree, andrake with time their tuſt en- 
eaſe from the inice and ſubſtance of the woad which brings them forth, 
{iclamb.knowes his dame amorigathouſand'to fuck her, and askes the 
tibute of nature : Eagles beare their yang on their backs : Serpents chrow © 
temſelues many times into boyling cauldronsto ſaue their egs:The Pelican, 
dhe reportis ; lets her ſelfe bloud; to make a bath of it for her brood, And 
minthis veſſel of the vaſt world, wherein al.creatures tow a-like in this 
ont according tothe courſe of narure , would you'be an vaprofitable bur- 
i? Deſerue nor you robe baniſhed from al the parts of the earth ; and nor 
denioy any thing bur fire, or nothing ro-ſettle on, fincethe one is barren,and 
«other deuvuterh al > Secondly ,ſce-you not that negleCing/ygur children 
vudoe like an adultcter;not a father ?.For what (cekes the adulteror,poſte- 
?No:To afford achildtothe world,ſeruantto God,a Cirtizentothe-com- 
hon-wealth?-No! To haue a creature, whu-may ſeruc for the exercize ofhis 
Mty,to.bean obice of his eros. wa an encouragement for higdilj- 
face? No: what pretends he theh?doathſome and lewd Juſt : Andwhardoe 
u cls, when after confutnmarion: of mariage andthe birth ot a —_—_ 
9: earcle- 


ergo ab aqua que fi 
parents &+ fillors 


[i mil ſe flinatio faith Tertullzan it is ro be a homicide anti-dated to hinder the generatig,, W"* 
77 01001ere naſ# a man, what wil it then bewhen he is already borne and regiſtred among” 
. ertull,un Apol, * ] {1 h ſ ﬀ, hi d . " * 

| mortals,through remiſſneſſe & ſloath to ſuffer him ro dye with hunger, cg 


Partiality of pa- fxraine, Fathers and morhers, it is a ſtrange thing ro ſee your odde prog if 


rents, 


Diſcu'iendy ſunt deli--Ot Expected from a child bred vp inpride and efteminacy ? Heare Tri 
cig quarum mollitie ſpeake :Take awa) theſe curiefities and ſuperfluities, It it not the life of a Chriſtut : 
©: fluxu fidesvirtw þ oth renounced faith who breederh bis children-in ryor. '1s:1tnot a goodly thing tok 


;nari ſoles, qa | 
 «99-p71 oM 'Bercules ſpinne:ſilke.; with thoſe handswhich were wade to vanquiſhmi 


foemin, 
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|  careleſſely leaue him without prouiding for his neceſlities ? Beſides, if 


4 


loſe 


thirſt;and miſery > When wrinkles and griſly hayres ſhal ſeyze on yourſgy, thel! 
head,when old age ſhal bow your back,and neceſlity caſt you into calamiy, i" { 
with what facedarc you crauec help from thatſonne or daughter, whom 
al the time of rheir life haue negleted ? Were it not wel al creatures my 

complaint oucr/your aſhes? ( 
; This man wil perhaps anſwer, As for my part ( Godsname be prayſe, 
haue had a care of my children: They want nothing neceſſary for ſuſteneaiq 
of life. 1s it enough to giue them neceflaries? But how doe you giue they 
without loue,and void of charity ; as a ſtony loate giuen and raken by cox 


c 


dings: One louesthe male, another the temale : One the girles, anotherty 
boyes : One this, becauſe he is nofed like himſelfe, the other that, becauſe 
hath her eyes, gate,and ſpeach: The father rakes his Idol to.his ſide, thewy 
ther hers, and in one and the ſame houſe ſet vp Altar againſt Altar: if yy 
ftrike my litle Deity, | wil not ſpare yours : If you bring nor incenſe tomiy 
1 wil ouerthow yours. Childiſh and ridiculous people! to caſt affeRiony 
children through ſenſuality , paſſion, and fury , perpetually to fal out aby 
cbildren,toletthemſuck diſcord with their milke from the example of thy 
who begot them; what is it els but early to puta ſword into the handg 
theſe lirle crearures, but toteare oneanother, and to cheriſh: fations &jy, 
tialitics before their eyes be open to vnderſtand them? 4:60 
+... Let themlooke toit: who goucrne in ſuch manner (ſaith the other;)g Ne 
for my.ſelfe htake no other care then to breed my childrenwel, and regal 
themal alike.What doc you cal breed them wel : Behold another vice: Son 
offend thronghnegligence , others with roo much indulgence. Youtem|ſWe.;., 
wel-breeding the child to cramme him vp tothe throte, and let him havl P 
be..asketh, Senſelefſe creature, ſee you not firſt ; you doe agreat iniuty 
God ? He hathtruſted achild in your hand to be bred ke. a man, andyy 
have made alump of fleſhl obit,a bearewbelp; and thinke there is nothuy 
xo be done butto lick it, thatit may gtow.Secondly,it is abaſe rhingtoſy 
the Soucraigne Creatour hauing made you a father, Maiſter, Direour, 
.Gouernour ouer this infant, you ſhoeuldForgert the character God hathengs 
ven On your face, and make your ſelfe a {lane of agloronons belly; and 
trregular concupiſcence; Beſides, yau put ſpurrcs'to his vices to makelid 
runne:headlong into the.precipice, you nooze haulters to {trangle him, yuh, 
light torches ro.conſume him, For what good can be hoped, nay-whatail 


Kers? Know God hath put vs into the-world to hew monſters more peniſiſk}e 
claus then hydracs or 'Cerberss, andmat to make coronets of roſes. Youtd 
Nat breed your children in voluptuonſnefle ;and. not thereby render thay 
foplesſoft andeffeminate, which quite extinguisheth the flame:of agener 
:pirit;and yer:you complainethat comming to the degrees afmaturity 
are fit for nothing but toliue 1azily ahd/pickquarre)s.Bur it isno wharto 
wwoendred at:{t'isthetin&are you gaue! them fromtheir moſt tender yeatt 
You haue madethem al:their lite timero dance to the tune. of. their 0 
proper wils, light, fond, and childish,andnow-you would put the bridle 
'their necks,and make them cad a ſerious life. Know yournot what happe 
:tothe horſes of the Sybarxes, an efteminate kind. ok people , who were 
-toi92%.. | zntos 
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}W(; "oxicated and addicted to dances and bals, that nor ſo much as their horſes 
tlong tlearnt to dance? In the meane time their enemies awakened them, and fo 
loſely purſued them , that they were enforced torake armes for defence of 
their lives. T hey drew into the held a brauc ſquadron of caualry , the flowet 
1 rengeh of che Citty ; but a fidler ſeeing them aproach mounted on theſe 
Wining horſes, promiſed their Aduerfaries to deliuer them into their hands 
jilſt they were dancing.And inſtantly he began to ſtrike vp his violin,and 
hehorſes ro beſtirre themſelues in dancing, to breake al their rankes, and 
wt the army into diſorder ; which ſhamefully made them become aprey to 
| teir cnemics. Behold (o indulget parents)what happeneth to your children: 
ey haue alwayes bredthem in ſottiſhneſſe, ſports, and liberty , the fatal pla- 
oyes of youth : when they muſt come to combat, to vndertake ſome braue 
afaire,fome thing important for the good of their Countrey, for the honour 
of your houſe, for the aduancement of themſclues, they ſtand eccl ypſed.Nay 
2ps it might betollerable to behold them benummed and ſtupified in 
wordly affaires,but they are deate, blind, and dumb in matters concerning 
God;ſo that whilſt you ſecke to make great and powerful Lords ofthem, you 
(ere aware)haue drawne the maledicion of theferpent vpon them, and made Genef. 3. 14, £ 
them creep on their bellies,as much asto ſay,accordingto the interpretation peftus mw y. 
offome Fathers, to ſpend their thoughts, ſtudy, and affeRion, vpon the care Srem tuum gradieris, 
2nd education of the body to the preiudice of the ſoule, Yet you would haue '' 7% Siva was TH 
thoſe creatures to be inſtructed inthe law of God: How can it be? Doe you —_ ag [nter, 
notwel know that Moyſes ſeeing the Iſraelites dance withful bellies about the Sciebas Dei ſermons 
golden calfe, brake the tables of the Law?lf you demand the reaſon, 8. Hierome non poſe audire 10. 
wiltel you, he knew the Law of God was not for ſporters, dancers, and Meer, yy 
frunckards,and that in the Kingdome of intemperance an ecclypſc enſues, 
notonly of the diuine law, bur of nature alſo, 
| come to the ſecond point, which is inſtruQtion, ſo muchrecommended in ...._ _ 
Scripture. 1f you baue ch:ldren(ſaith the Wiſeman )inftrudt chem, and take great care of CO. won 
them from their firſt childbood.,Y ou muſt thinke your children to be as Temples of pueritis Sh - 
Godrecommended vato you fromthe hand of God himſclfe, It is an intolle.. Prouetb. 7, * 
rable thing to haue good cookes, hood lacheys , good grooms, good horſe. 
boyes, to ſerue the belly and ſtable; and a father who ſends his ſonne to 
Wichoole many times ignorant whether the Maiſter be black or white, good or 
bad, mild or harſh, Religious or wicked. It kine or hogges are to be driuen 
into the fields, one is ſought out who. knowes the bulineſle : but ro trayne 
ya child of a good family,an idle fellow many tymes is truſted, 
Who hath in him no tallent at al but malice and ignorance, Fathers 
"nd Mothers, feare you not God wil ſay vnto you : My houſe is for- 
"Flaken, I freed it from cuil ſpirits, I withdrew it from the power of 
divels, | purged , decked, and adorned it ; I put it into your protec- 
lon , 1 conſigned it into your hands ; what haue you done with it? 
hy haue you polluted it, and why ſuffer you ir ſtil ro lye drenched in 
dure? You hauc put the lamb into the woolts keeping, you haue giuen 
te vicime to the ſlaughter-man , you are the cauſe of his vnhappi- 
Welle, you haue twiſted the cord of his ruine ſo ſoone almoſt as the web 
ff his life. Fathers and mothers doe wel, if they become as great Saints 
are the Hermits of the deſert ; bur if they negle& their child, they render 
temſclues guilty before God of one of the greateſt iniuſtices in the WRT” 
rid, The Scripture in prayſing rhe g: eat Patriarch Noe , doth not only ſay 90a __ 
"WP 25 a good man in his owne perſon, but in his whole race,ſo farre as his gntus fe 
ower extended. ; 
As much honour and glory as it is to leaue a good Citizen tothe Com- 
l0n-wealth , ſo much diſhonour and infamy it isto afford it,vngracious 
ches to trouble it's repole , diſunite peace, and embroyle affaires. 
They 
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Frunt vobi: clauiin They are ſuch of whom the Scripture ſpeaketh: They sb4l be nayles in your ever 
oculis, &> lancee in launces in your fides, and they shal oppoſe yum the land of your abode, Cruel father th, 
lateribur, ex aduer- thou art, who quite dead and turned into ashes, afflicteſt the Commg, 
ns wig « wealth by children il inſtructed; thou woundeſt and teareſt C hriſtianjy 
"my ny *®97T*- Were it not iuſtice thinkeſt thou to break vp thy tomb & diſturb thy aſs 
for hauing voluntarily bred alirle viper forthy countrey,to whichthoy,, 
accountable for thy life ? And from hence it commeth to paſle that f4 
who haue caried themſelues ſo neg)igently & perfidiouſly in their Children 
inſtru&ion, are the firſt who drinke downe the poyſon they mingleq j 
others, ouerwhelmed with toyles and miſeries tor the continual diſorder, 
theſe extrauagants. O how oftenthey make complaint li kethe Eaglejyy, 
Embleme of 1ulian , when ftrucken by a mortal arrow partly framed oy, 
her owne wings , ſhe ſaid, Out alas, wretched bird tharTam! muſt] breyMl 10p 
feathers to ſerueas a ſwift chariotto the fteele which transfixerh my bogyliff for 
Muſt I bring forth children to giue metheftroke of death ? What remeyMW buy 
then for this vnhappineſle, which creeping intothe bowels of the moſt fo, MW let: 
riſhing Monarchies depopulates and depriues them of good fubic&s, ay be 
furniſheth them with ſhadowes of men > What remedy, but to obſerue thre (þac 
things in this matter ? Firſt,to giue a good tinGure of Religion to your ch, tho 
dren,pious apprehenſions of God, & afilial feare of his iudgemets.Secondj 
to manure them with artes futeable ro their vnderſtanding and conditiony 
ſettle them in the world vpon ſome good employment, leſt hauing 
to doe,they become fit to act any eui}. Thirdly,to acommodate them,as mug 
as poſſibly.and reaſonably may be,with exteriour moueables, called thehi; 
ſings of fortune, that neceſliry open not them the gate of iniquity ; and tha 
leaue the reſt to the prouidence of God, whole eye is alwayes open ouer ky ble! 
worke.Behold the courſe moſt fit tobe obſerued: Piety goeth foremoſt; fclt 
C3nes, ad Arcad, gs the eloquent Prelar of Cyrenes ſaith:Ir 1s not onely the toundatis of houls (WW con 
but of whole Monarchies. | 
Parents now-adayes ſeeke to doe quite contrary , and ſet the cart ben Ml rath 
the horſe;they voluntarily imitatethe ſtupidity of thoſe Agyprians who pr. ©xec 
pared Alters roa reer-mouſe, for no other reaſon but that ſhe is weak-ſightl(iſſ byn 
andisafreind of the night. Now they preferred darkneſſe before light, fom 


right of antiquity : but thefe doe much worſe; for putting heauen andemiiſM$ yon, 

znto one ballance, they ſer aneſtimate wpon terrene things to the vilifyu MW out 

and confuſion of celeſtial. Nay there are mothers to be found ſo malicionusMW himl 

was one named Clotildz, not the Saint but a mad woman, who being purtokeiſÞ wicl 

choyce either to conſent her ſonnes ſhouldenter into a Monaſtery to beconeſifÞj aſill 

Religious, or reſolue toſee them loole their lines, Kil kil, ſaid ſhe;I hadrutIY here 

behold them dead then Monkes. How many are there noiwv-adayes, who far! kind 

need would ſuffer their children to become Pages to Antichriſt to makeii foun; 

fortyne;at the leaſt would wel endure to ſee them preferred to honour int leſt t 

great Turkes Court with ſhipwrack of their Religion? There are few Quet Ch 

Blanches either in courage or worth, who rather defired ro behold herchil} terst 

dren intheir graue then inſinne. They muſt now-adayes be either Ceſaaſ of (þ 

nothing. Nance feareto put them into infamous houſes, into ſcandalous puſh corrt 

ces,to give them moſt wicked Teachers, tothruſt them into ſnares andf Chil.” 

dals vnder hape of ſome preferment : Nay with how many trauels andſen{f} and « 

__ ces, crouchings and crimes , doe theſe miſcrable creatures purchaſe thai the fl 

N momnes cenriaad- Chaynes? Al cannot find a fortune in Court. Warrefare picks out thoſe with a kindi/Wſh Who 1 
- or —_ poly dayne,wbom it enterraines for labours and hazards of life. Onely vertue sbuts not tht;ff prope 
cula recipiunt, fafti- againſt any, yet it is dayly deſpiſed, ; that t 
diofe le:un:;bonamis - | Vntortunare farhers and wretched mothers liueon gal and teares,riſet fonab 
omnibus pats, @woectobed with gnawing care, to ſet an vngrateful fonne onthe top of nf gant i 
Senee, Ep. 44 tunes wheel, who quickly growes weary of them,and after their deaths pi hight 
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waſelie with the delights they with ſo much induſtry prepared for him, 
mindleſſe of thoſe who obliged him: Nay farre otherwiſe , he vnfolds therys 
atsof his vabridled youth euen vpon their tombs, God grant this euil may 
aſe no furrher , and that the farher and ſonne doe not one day reproach one 
another in the flames of hel, that the one miniſtred matrer of damaation, and 
the other gaue accompliſhment, Witham the learned Biſhop of Lions relateth Gulicl.de Luodut 
TS Vp" . .de Lugdu) 
that a yong Hermir,retiring into a horrid wilderneſflc to attend the exetciſe of tr48 dc auarit, 
ennance, ſaw his father and brother, whom he had leftin the worldembroi- rubric, 11, 
led inil cauſes, at that time deceaſed and buried 1n euerlaſting fire, who made 
bydeous coplaints, the ſone queſtioning his tather as authour gf his ruine by 
amaſſing vniuſt riches for him,& the father anſwerigtheſone was the ſource 
of al his calamiries , fincero make him rich he had ſpent his miſerable life 
jioperpetu 1 anxicty,and now ſuffered eternal puniſhments inthe dther world 
for louing a diſioyal ſonne more then Almighty God, Curſed blindnefle, to 
buy tortures and gibbers with afflitions and croſſes: O fathers and mothers, 
let your firſt care extend to thoſe whom you begar, ro teach them vertue, ra- 
ther by your example then others inſtruction. Theſe yong creatures are your 
ſhadowes , your ecchocs; they rurne and wind themſclues calily ro imitate 
thoſe who gaue them life, and trom whom they hope both wealth & honour, 
Woeto the father and mother ; who make their children witneſſes of their 
crimes , and not content to be euil, make their ſinne immortal inthe immors- 
tity of their deſcent, An infant , though but two yeares old, ſhould be vſed 
with much regard, aSif it were an intelligence enchaſled in this litle body, Te 
is2 great ſacriledge to impreſle the firſt tincture of vice onthoſe, who as yer 
ret in the innocency of baptiſme. The good Eleazar being aduiſed to difſem.. 
ble his Religion to ſaue his life, or atleaſt ro make ſemblance of eating hogs. 
fe , beholding round about him many youths who expected the end of this 
combar, pronounced theſe worthy words couched inS. Ambroſe : God forbid AmbeoC. 1. a.& 
Iſhould ſerue for an incentiueto the vices of theſe yong people, who ſhould Iacob. © © 
rather be a patterne of wiſJome. God forbid I defile my gray haires with this Nequaquen contin- 
execration , and thar poſterity may take notice I opened the gate to iImpiery $4 9b» vs ſim ſenex 
bymy example. Thar is vridoubred which 1#lus Firmicas ſpake: Nothing hath —_ _— 
fomuch aduanced the power of Sathan, as the making of ſinful Gods. The forma -F on. infli- 
yong man looking on the ſtatue of Lupiter ſoothed his owne luſt, and drew the mi. 
nouriſhment of his finne euen from Altars, So doth the ſonne , who beholgg Advberis deleHte- 
himſelfe in the vices of his father,& takes paternal authorityforpledgeof his EY _— 
wickedneſſe, I leaue you to thinke, if in Exodus 22.he who vnawares {uffered a9 hn 
afilly ſparke to fly into his neighbours corne be guilty of the fires hurt, as we conquiris. 
heretofore told you , what wil it be with a father Fvho inhis houſe ſhal en. Iulius Firm.de ex 
kindle the torch of iniquity to enflame his whole family ? Firſt then lay the *%* prota 
foundation of piety, and conſequently find employments for your children 
leſt they conſume in idleneſſe , which is the {cminary of al vices. 
Charlemaine ſoone put his ſonnes ro exerciſes, and commanded his daugh- 
tersto ſow or ſpinne that the gate might be ſhut vp againſt lazy Nugegiſhneſſe 
of ſpitit, wherwith the ſoule ſuffers it-ſelfe inſenſibly to ſlide into al forts of 
corruptions. Yea great diſcretion muſt be vſed in this point, not to enforce 
Chil 'ren to vndertake vocations wholy difproportionable to their humours 
and qualities , to make them therby tow al the reſt of their life againſt 
the ſtreame. Saint Baſil in the Epiſtle ro Eudoxw praiſeth the Arthemians , 
who tried the nature of their children beforethey putthemto any profeſſion, 
propoſing vnto them ſundry inſtrumets of al kind of arts, & eaſily admitting 
that to which they moſt inclined. As tor accommodati 0,you mult therin rea- 
fonably prouide according to your eſtate, ahd not according to the extraug. 
gant ideas of this inſatiable Age, It is an admirablething toſee to whar z 
highttheſe offices & huge mariages are mounted: I think they wilfly intothe 
| Kingdome 
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Kingdome of the Moone. The time hath been when a man was thought rj 
who had fifty crownes'of yearly rent : We find when the mariages of , 
daughters of France exceeded not fix thouſand .crownes payd downe, N, 
which is more,daughters were bought; and now they purchaſe husbangs yi 
prodigious ſummes. This is it which waſteth ſpirits, which renders inſtrye. 
tions vnprofitable, and throwes at oureuils into the deſpaire of remedy, |; 
you knew wel how to order this matter, you would find repoſe and facijy 
inthe reſt of the goucrnment of youth ;.and when you haue donethar whiz, 
belongs to you, leaue the reſt in the hands of the diuine proutdence, whoyy 
ynderftands how to handlc the web of our lines, and to apply cuery one, 
what is fitteſt for his ſaluation. 1f at haue ſaid(O tathers and mothers)be @g 
ſufficient to inſtruct and perſwade you, I would draw hither out of the othy 
world Helyrthe High-Prieſt feuercly puniſhed by rhe reutgetul had of Gog fo 
negligences committed in the education of his children. He would cry aloy 
vnto you: I am that Hely, heertotore the prime man amonglit the people g 
God ; that Hely,from whoſe lips paſſed fo many brane oracles ; that Hely,wj 
with the winck of an eye made the people obedient ; that Hely, who thingy 
a pharos in the Tabernacle oft God ; and inthe meane fpace tor permit 
outhfulfollies and indiſcrect liberty to my children, ſec me become thegy, 
ic& of the moſt enflamed anger of God which may be imagined againſt gy 
of my profeſſion : Behold me caft trom the High-Priefthood as arottenmen, 
ber,my houſe euerlaſtingly depriued of that honourable dignity,al my poſts 
rity condemned to dye vnder the ſcourge of God , and not any one of they 
euer to attajne to mans eſtate ; another enriched with my ſpoiles , whichay 
Nephewes ſhal neuer ſec but to wither with griete, in conſideration of th 
felicity of their riual ; mytwoſonnes ſenſual & voluptuous ſlaine in one dy, 


my daughter in law dead in childbed; but aboue al, through my finne, th the 
Arke of God taken away by enemies, and diſhonoured by lnfidels; and laſh, ſto 
my ſclfeburied vnder the ruines of my countrey as the laſt viime of Goy of 
iuſtice. O Souecraigne Creatour of heauen and earth , how terrible thou art wy 
nay how 4uft , nay how feuere, to chaſtice parents for the ſinnes of their chil - 


dren!but how reaſonable inthis their puniſhmenr?Fathers and mothers, fear, 
fathers and mothers ſhake vnder the hand of the Ommportent: Fathers a T 


mothers, be farisfied with YOgr. One linnes,and carry not your childrengint h 
the other world ; inſtru& them ſo , that in their education you may findth Fo 
diſcharge of your conſciences, they good doctrine, and you reſt and comb MW 
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SECTION. XL 


Oo 


Aduice to children concerning the duty they should render 
to their fathers and mothers , contrary to 
the contumacy of irregular | 


youth, 


p_ 


#4 hath ſtraightly bound children to the honour and 
6 ey 1, "io | 
Se duty they ordinarily yeald to parents. He is forſaken 
ITY of God; anenemy of nature,and an infringer of pub- 
SR like tranquility , who would be exempted. 
Sl Firſt 1 ſay nature diſtilleth with the ſoule thoſe 
45-8 amorous infuſions of amity , which children haue . 

= towards their fathers and mothers. The beame 
belongeth to it's ſun , the riuer to it's fountaine, 
the branch to it's tree , and the child ro his progenitours. They are not 
ftorkes alone who haue taught vs the law of teciprocal loue: Lions, though 
of nature vntraRable , of life ſauage ; euen in their roting moods, which 
make woods and mountaines tremble , giue vs a leſſon of this-charity. 
Lions whelps , whoſe pawes itch and bloud boileth in their veines, goe 
chearfully a hunting to ſecke out food for their fire now worne with 
z2e. And hunters haue often obſerued an old Lion lying in the entrance 
of a caue , and a yong one to come laden with booty , putting it into 
the pawes of the other who expected ir; He recciued the prey making 
ſhew of a thouſand thanks to his whelp, which freely diuided the prize 
according to the law of nature. Theſe inclinations are found euen in 
birds of rapine , who pul the prey one from another to feed thoſe with 
it who begat them, 

Alberts Magnus noteth , that foulers ſeeking for goſhawkes found one 
in a vaſt wilderneſſe perched vpon a tree, not offering to ſtirre from them, 
but ſeeming wholy immoucable, They wondring why this bird flew not 
away at the fight of men as welas others of her kind, perceiued ſhe was 
weake, blind, lame , and waſted with decrepit age ; whereupon they hid 
themſelues, expe&ing the comming of other gothawkes , when inſtantly 
behold two haſtned thither laden with meat , which they pulled in pie- 
ces , and thruſt into the beake of the poore old one. They made no 
doubr but theſe were the yong who fed thedamme. O what charmes 
of natyre | Nay rather what prouidence of God ! 1s not he an Apoſtatz 
to the great law of the world , who violateth charity dew to fathers and 
mothers? 

As for humane Lawes , what haue they in them more noble or Religious 
then the charitable offices of children towards thoſe who begat them? If we 
belicuethe hiſtory of the Perfians,there have been found fome amongthe,who 


voluntarily made wounds on themſclues to bury therin ſome part of the 
V1 bodies 


HE Wiſeman ſaid it was a hard matter to breake 4 punjeulu triplex df 
= triple coat Arriple law, diuine; natural, and ciuil, ficite rwwpiour. = 


lian, 1, rs, dy 
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bodies of their parents reduced to aſhes ? A matrer truely very ſtrange ay 
which confoundethrhe ingratirude of children, who deygne nor to preſery 
the memory of their fathers ſo much as1n their harts , much leſſe their aſh, 
on their bo 1es, 
Hath not Tertull:an written , that certaine people called the Naſammy 
c. 57. through much reuerence hel their meetings over the tombs of their Ancer 
Herodot, 1.4, tours, as vpon Oracles? Doth not Herodotus make mention of the Iſſedons, a peg. 
ple of Scythia, who enchaſe the heads of their deceaſed Anceſtours in golg zy 
reuerenice them as things ſacred? And aithoughthere beinthis a&ion repre. 
heſible ſuperſtirion, yer itis much moretollerable then the Lav of the Ayy. 
tians,who burnt incenſe to rars and crocodiles. 
Nico, Damaſc, On the other part Nicalss Pemaſcene aflureth ys, the Piſidias preſcted the fig 
fruits of althe viands of a feaſt ro their fathers ana motbers,thinkingitany, 
worthy thingto take refeRion without honour done tothe Authours of lif 
Yea Plato paſleth ſo farre as to cal parents ayzayuarx wi pains, as ONE woul{ 
ſay houſhold Gods, the pledges of Religion, therelikes, and choiceſt piece 
- of the hoiiſbold treaſure, Seer would never eftabliſh any Law agaiuſt parrig 
des, ſaying, God forbid ſuch a monſter ſhoglgeuer come into out Comiaigy 
wealth. Againſt impoſſible crimes there needs no prohibition, Did not roms 
Is the like in the inſtitution of his Common-wealth ? He neuer inferted gy 
word of the finne of Parricide, as if it had beenameer chymzra: and verily{y 
hundred yeares paſſed inthe citty of Rowe amongſt Pagans, and not ſomy 
as the name therof knewne. The firſt tained with this barbarous cruelty yy 
one Lucims Oftizs ,detefied afterwards through al Ages. Men not knowing why 
puniſhment to inuent for this. monſtrous finne,it was ſaid ſuch ſhouldly 
throwne intothe water,fhut vp in aſack,with an ape,a cock,anda viper, 
Ariſt, 8, Top, Finaly Ariſtotle, whois cucr in argumentaldiſcourſes, wil not make yſqſ 
any for the honour of parents; For ſaith he , that man who doubteth ofthe 
honour of Gods and parents, let him be inftruced, not with words bur ſhay 
puniſhments, | : 

As for the dinine Law , what hath it more authenrtically recommend 
then this band of charity ? What doth it. inculcate with morereſpe, aftertle 
honour of God, then duty towards parents ? For whom are recompencs 
awarded, if not for the piety of children? And for whom menaces, but fot 

S. Thom. op.7, their repþellion?-Saint Thomas in his ſeauenth litle treatiſe obferuerh howit 
the Decalogue, after that which concerneth God, immediately followethth 
precept of the honour dew tothe Authours of our life , for the reiſemblanc 

Philoin vira Moſis, They haveto God. And Philo ſaith , this commandement 1s the knot and tyed 

A quo ef omnis pa- al the Law, Saint Auguſime writing vpon the paſſage of Saint Paul » God fr 

pm whom al fatherhood proceedeth , ſaith,that God 1s the Prince of al fathers , andf 
thers the Vicars of God, becaule they giue children (although with depend 

on the Soueraigne Cauſe ) both being, education, andinſtraction. © J.: 

This duty of children rowards parents being proued by the triple knotd 

the Law natural, ciuil, & diuine, I wil now enlarge vpon the foure partsthe 

of, which are, loue, reuerence exteriour and interiour, obedience, & ſuccour. 

I ſay loue ; for what child is there can hate his father if he be not vnnatu 

How (a wicked ſonne) can the hatred of a titletoſacred , ſo ſweer , aſce 

into thy hart, if thou art riot becomea banquerout in nature ? If Tygers, a 

Lions had the like obligatio,they would honour him, & thou perſecurgſ} hin 

Ah bur he is vnreaſonable,troubleſome, and inſupportable : What wilt thor 

not ſay?He is thy father, and therefore to be ſupported: behold the rock whe 

on althe wanes of paſſion ſhould crack afunder. But I know not what antips 

thy Thaue cotrary to his nature, I cannorrelliſh him.Muſt we ralke of naturt 

: whenthere is queſtion of the God of nature?Know you not what the excellet 
Tuſtin ep. ad Zeni Martyrs. Iuſtine ſaid, To liue according to nature , is 16 lie like an Irfidel? If y our natut 
& Sercnam, | | cannd 


Tertull. de anima 


Plato, keg. 11, 


cannot agre 
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e with one whom you are bound to loue, ygu muſt bridle that il 
nature, you muſt pat reaſon-into command , and paſſion into fetters; Tel not 
ou haue endeauoured to mollify it, bur find it vntractable, Rather fay, 
ware refractary againſt the yoke , whichnature hath put ouer your neck 
from your mothers womb, for which cauſe ſec whether inthe judgement of 
adent men who may aduiſe you,you yeald him that duty which God com- 
cth, 
_ ſecond part of your tribure isreuerence. For it is natural to fathers & 
mothers, who by the light of reaſonare tennants of that honour which both 
e, nature, and the commandement of God hath pur into their hands: andif 
aoy thing happen to the contrary, it gals their hart , & trausfixeth them more 
ſeafibly then one can imagine. For which cauſe the Wiſeman ſaid , Honour thy 


Itisa malignity and amoſt intollerable baſeneſſe;, to ſee children of poore 
arindifferent extraction aduancedeither by the gale of fauour or by their 
travel and induſtry to ſorne publike charge,who no ſooner haue ſet foot ther- 
inbuttkeir braines turne, and they ſcarcely acknowledge thoſe who gaue 
them life & breeding,which is the firſt moueable of al the wealth they either 


In oere &» ſeymine; 


uther both in word and deed with patience, & omni patientia he= 
nora parrem (191900, 


offeſe or may hope. Bur yer farre more barbarous are they that deſpiſe their _ 


ents, who heretofore rich and wealthy, are now deſpoiled cuen to naked-= 
neſſe, and drawne dry to the very marrow, to place then in dignities : his is 
atyranny , which deſeructh thar al the raucus from the brooks and lay-ſtals 
hould fly with fury vpon himto pick out the eyes of this offender, who hath 
dared to contaminate himſelfe with ſuch an atrempr. 

Vograreful creature, thou art aſhamed of nature, thou bluſheſt at the di- 
vine prouidence, what ſay I bluſh > nay thou diſmembreſtit; a father who is 
theornament of thy head and happinefle of thy houſe if thou knowelt how 

vſe him, reduced by thy inſenſibility , thy cruelty,into the condition of a 
eruant, whilſt thou perhaps feedeſt dogs, hawkKes, or ſome fatal harpies 
worſe then dogs or hawkes. Where is thy brow, thy bluſhing, thy vnderſtan- 
ding?Oh bur he is poore: True, becauſe thou haſt deſpoiled him, becauſe thou 
haſt waſted him , becauſe he voluntarily made himifelte poore to make thee 
tich, 

Tel me, was it not an honour to King Agathecles , who frombeing the ſonne 
of a potter raiſed his fortune to a Throne, was it not (I ſay) an honourts 
mingle on his cup-boards earthen veſſcls with his rich pieces of gold and fil 
yerplare, that he might not bely his birch?Nay ſo farre was he from bluſhing, 
orfrom being aſhamed ar it, that he made boaſt and trophey of it: What then 
would he haue done by his poore father, it he ſet ſuch a valew vpo the meane 
implements of his cottage? And thou wholy Chriſtian as thouart, canſt not 
behold without contuſion of thy counrenance what a great captaine, a great 
King, a great States-man ſought to proclaime to al the world, 

Contempt of the perſon of fathers entreth ſometimes ſo farre into thew 
foules, as it hath tranſported them into horrible and tragike ats,Neuer haue 
Iread any thing vpon this ſubie& with morcamaſement, then that mentio. 
ned in Iuſtine, of a certaine Aſricannamed Cartallus, who was by thepeoples con- 

nt raiſed to an eminent degree of dignity, and caſually vpon ſome ſolemne 
embaſſage ſent into a place where his father with many other was baniſhed: 
fc looking on himſelfe at that time like a pecock gloriouſly furniſhed out 
with tht rich ornaments of his employment , thought it was not ſateable to 
his honour to admit that his father ſhould ſo much as ſee him, The vnfortu- 
nate father became ſo enraged withthis refuſal and pride of his ſonne , that 
Inſtantly he raiſeda ſeditio, & muſtring together a tumultuary Army of exiles, 
he fel vpon his ſonne although a Magiſtrate , took him , condemned him ro 
dcath, preſently prepareda high gibber,& attired(as he =_ )ingold & _ 

3 . witha 
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with 4 crowne on his head, cauſed him to be faſtned ro this faral tree ſw, 
ſtrange ſpe&acle, Whar fury gf deſpiſed nature is this,and what butcheryy ,, 
Let vs paſle onto the thirdtribure, obedience, which (as an Ancient (aidy 
þ is the mother of feliciries: It is the firſt bang of families , and cheife foandy 
tion of Monarchies. S. Gregory Nyſſen hath a norable obſcruation , ſaying yy 
Moyſes of ſet purpoſe cauſed the Hebreyves to weare eare-rings , giuing they 
| therby to vnderſtand their beauty and grace was in the earc , towit in obe. 

Exod. zz, dience; and verily in Exodus the people beginning to reuolr, their eare-xi 
Tollne inawres fibard ne r2ken from them,as from men vnworthy of this priuiledge. That Which! 
\ ———— isexpreſſed in Deuteronomy is much more bloudy andrerrible,where the, 
Fulus nofter iſte pro _ ther and mother are permitted to bring forth a diſobedient and refra&, 
rerwue &- comunex ſonne in publike , and ypon their owne depoſition to cauſe him to be ſtone 
eft mona nefira a> to Jeath by the people.lt ſeemes this Law was wel vnderſtvod by a filly Peſane 
7 ns = qs " (a Mardonian by Nation' named Rachones,(a)who beingthetather of ſeauenſoq, 
xurig arque conmitiie: nes perceiuedthe yongeſt of them plaied rhe litle liberrine & vnbridled cojy 
Lapidibus exm obrue: What doth he to bring him back into che ſtable? Firſt he endeauoured to cyrs 
prpulur , & moriezwr. him with faire words and reaſons,but finding him to reie& al manner of 200d 
- ty—Sagl hi counſail, he bound his hands behind him , caried | him before a Magilſtrae 
lib,;, © "accuſed him,and requites he may be proceeded againſt as adetinquent agginf 
nature. The |udges, who would not difcontent this incenſed father nor hazy 
the life of this yong man , ſent them both to the King , who at that time wy 

Artaxerxes, The good man went thither, reſolued to ſceke his fonnes ge 

where pleading before the King with much feruour and forcible reaf 
Artaxerxes ſtood amazed at his courage, But how can you (my freind) laid he, 
endureto ſee your ſonne dye before your face? He being a gardiner , as wil. 
lingly (ſaid he) as I would pul away leaues from aranck letrice , and not hay 
the roor, The King perceiuing this reſolution and zeale of juſtice inthepouy 
man, of agardiner made him a 1udge , and ſeuerely threatned his ſonne with 

death, if his cariage were not better, 

See yong man , behold wicked ſonne, who diſobeyeft thy father m 
mother , not in a {keight matter or of litle importance , but in ſuch 
concernes thy life , ſafety , and reputation ; ſee what thou maiſt expe 
from the iuftice of God , ſince that of men hath ſo much ſeucriry inthiy 

oint. 
n Youdarediſpenſe withyour ſclues in the Lawes of piety and Religion,tof 
ſhewing euen on feſtiual dayes any more feeling of God then a beaſt ; doth 
this ſeeme tollerable ? You haunt the company of buffons, wicked and wrets 
ched creatures,which waſt the meanes that are nor yours, weaken your body, 
Violate your reputation , and defile your ſoule , andis not this a crime? Yo 
make reſolutions , and frame chymzraes without aduiſe either of fathetot 
mother, you bring them into debr,you treat clandeſtine mariages, you thruſt 
thoſe aliue into choir graves who gaue you lite; and canyou thinke the vew 
geanceof God wil cuer haue leaden feer ? Faithlefle and brutiſh as you ate 
how many fathers for farre leſſe faults haue inflicted ſcuerities on their chil 
dren, dreadful cuerito thoſe who read them. Marcus Scaurus inthe Koman hiſtory 
ſentthis meſſage to his ſonne, who fled with the reſt of his Army defeatedby 
the Cimmbrians : 8ornt you are borne of a father, who knowes either to vanquish or djew 
ther ſend me yout bones then yeturne aliue after the death of your honour, A father could 
not endure the flight of a ſonne , which was-very excuſeable in a genetl 
defeat, becauſe ir ſeemed to caft ſome blemiſh vpon his family ; L# you 
who ſurcharge your houſe with reproach and confuſion , would yt 
eſcape vipuniſhed ? Another father, aulus Fulwwr, vnderſtanding his ſontf 
had rancked himſelfe in the fa&ion of Catilize (a wicked wretch who ſup 
ported and debaufhed al the youth of Rejwe ) cauſed him to be taken iM 
the place,and condemned to death;andthis yong man begging pardon ww 
mann 


* ſors 
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£-:ner of ſuppliant intreaties had no other anſwer but, Sonne | begat your&d 


make warre vpon Cariline in your Countries quarrel; not in Cariines cauſe to 
afayle your morher. And who can but wounder at another Torquatus , that 
had a ſonne in great employments of the Empire, flouriſhing ia honour, 

and repurarion; who being accuſed by rhe Embafſadours of Macederia, to 


Mhancil carried himſelte intheir Prouince,when he had it in charge; this father 


with che Senates permiſſion would himſelfe be ludge in the ſonnes cauſe, 
heard the accuſers two whole dayes rogether,contronted witneffes, gaue his 
ſonne ful ſcope to defend himſelfe, and to produce al thar he could for his 
iſtification.Inthe end on the third day he pronounced ſentence: is haumy frf- 
jently been proned vnto mezthat my ſonne Sillanus hath ilacquirted bis charge ,aud taken 
mane) from the allyes of the Roman People,contrary to the command of Lawes and havefty, 
1 declare bimt from this tyme forward yuwortby both of the Commun-wealth and my houſe. 
The vnfortunate ſonne was ſo onerwhelmed with melancholy vpon this 
indgement giuen by his father,thar the nextnighrhe killed himfclfe, and the 
father eſteeming him degenerate, would not ſo much as honour his funerals 
with his preſence. Good God what {cuerity! what thunders, what lightnings 
zinſt the diſobedience of ſonnes among Pagans ! And you wicked ſonnes, 
iaCiſtianity, where the Law of loue ſhould oblige youto the duty, which 
Jproue vnto, you with an adamantine knor, doe youthinke al is permitted 
you? And you fathers, are not you moſt worthy of your vnhappineſle, when 
youcheriſh by a negligent and ſott indulgence the diſobediences of your 
children, which you ſhould root vp from their infancy , and nor ſuffer them 
togrow to the pretudice of your houſes, with ſo many bloudy tragedies as 
zedaily ſeen in the mournful theater of the world's miſerics? ©... = 
Let vs conclude vpon the tourth duty of children, which is ſuccour: Sonne Fili ſuſcipe ſenectom | 
ame the old age of thy father and mother in thy boſom : Take heed thou doe not contriſtate ys 4 —_— — 
thewin any kind: Beware thou ſcorneft them not rf they chace to fal into any debility of ſpirit: þ defecerins ſenſu; 
Hbem with al thy might, It followerh: The child which ftareth.God neuer fayles either veniam da, ex non 
inthe honour or ayde be should yeald to bis parents: nay more,he sbal ſerue the as 4 ſeruant his ſpernas ein _= ire 
Mfr, We need not heer ſeek our examples in holy Scripture, or where the 0s — "ru 
y of nature is handled ;the more our proots are taken trom Intidels, who gg. parents, & 
I nothing at al but the light of reaſon,ſo much the more colour & weight quaſi Domini: ſervies 
7 haue. I wil not make mentis heer of a Roman daughrer ( 4) who fed her fa- #is qu /c genuerunt, 
her from her owne breſts, condemned to dye of hunger between foure wals, («)FulgosL. 5, £3. 
youmay ſuſhciently ſee thar ofren recorded in writing, Yea, vnder Peter of 
Cele there liued a man that neuer ceaſed weeping vnril he were put todeath 
inſtead of his father, who was to be executed, I {peake nothing now ar al of 
ae, but cannot omit an example recounted in Bibliorhec of the great wit 
Pts, who telleth ona time there happened in Siily ( as it hath often been 
een) an cruption of Ac4, now called mount Gibel: It is a hydeous thing, 
andthe very image of hel,ro behold a mountaine which murmurs, burns, bel- 
es vp flames, and throwes out it's fiery entrailes, making al the world fly 
rom 1t, It happened then, that in this horrible and violent breach of aines 
ery one flying, and carrying away al they had moſt precious with them, 
#oſonnes, the one called Anapias,the other Amphinomus, caretul of the wealth 
ind goods in their houſes, reflected on their father and mother both very old, 
ſho could not ſaue themſelues from the fire by flighr; and where ſhal we 
laid = ) find a more precious treaſure then thoſe who begar vs? The one 
ook his tather on his ſhoulder , the other his mother, and ſo made paſſage 
cough the flames. It is an admirable thing that God in conſideration of 
s piety , though Pagan , did a miracle : for the monuments of al antiquity 
tneſſe,the deuouring flames ſtayd at this ſpe&acle, and the fire roaſting & 
oyling al round abour them,the way onely through which theſe two good 
mes palled was tapiſtred with freſh verdure, & called afterward by poſte= 


rity 
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rity the holy field, in memory of this accident, : | 
What may we anſwer to this, what can we {ay , whenthe vertues even of-S 
Pagans dart lightning-flaſhes of honeſty and duty into our eyes: Whatbrawliff 
or adamantine bro\v can couetous and caytiue ſonnes haue, who beingrighf 
and abounding in meanes,deny neceſſary things to thoſe w}.o broughtrinlll W 
into the world, yea haue the hart to ſee them ſtruggle with extreme miſ; | 
whilſt they offer a ſacrifice of abomination to their burning auarice?Wickylif a 
ſonne, wretched daughter, know you what you doe when youcommit ſuch, if | 
crime? You hold the ſoulc,bloud,and life of your progenitours in your cy, 
fers, you burne them with a ſoft fire, you conſume them with a lingring , 
ſhameful death;you are accountable before God for what they {i uffer,Andfy 
whom is remorſe of conſcience?For whom infamy ? For whom neceſlity?þy 
whom puniſhments in the other life, bur for ſuch as inthis manner abuſe 
treaſure ſorecommended by God?Take heed(o children)take heed of breg, 
Ing this triple cord of the Law diuine, natural, and ciuil, which indifſolub 
tyc you to the exerciſe of that piety which you hauec abiured. Take heed 
Iirreuerence,diſobedience,and ingratirude towards your parents; expe& ny 
onely in the other life the vnauoydable puniſhments of Gods luſtice again} 
ſuch contumacy,but in this preſent life know you ſhal be meaſured wikhthy 
ſame meaſure you afforded others. You know the hiſtory of the miſeraty 
father dregged by the hayre with the hand of his ſonne vnto the threſhollg 
his dore, where ſecng himſelfe vnworthily vſed , Hold ſonne, ſaith he, ith 
enough,the iuſtice of God hath giuen me my dew; I committed the like ou. 
rage heretofore againſt my father , thy Grand-father, which thou at thy 
inſtant a&eſt vpon me:l dregged him hither, & behold me hither haled:Gay 
no turther, O luſtice! o terrour ! o dreadful ſpeRacle ! Great eye of Ga 
which neuer ſleepeſt ouer the crimes of mortals ! O diuine hand, which ex 
beareſt aries of vengeance hanging ouer the heads of rebellious childraf 


How terrible thon art ? who can but feare thee? who wil not hereaftert J 


ble at the apprehenſion of thy iudgements? F. 
Children bG pious, liue inthe duty you haue vowed and refigned toyull 
progenitours,andto al your ſuperiours: Liuc ful of honour and glory ith 
world, liue in expeRation of palmes and crownes which you ſhalenioyi 
the other world. And you likewiſe fathers and mothers , embrace chant 
towards your good children with al affe&ion, and if any forget theirduyy 
and afterward ſtretch out hands humbly to your obedience, receiue the 
into fauour, exetciſe mercy towards them as you defire ſhould be donew 
youby God our common father. Bur if you til grone vnder the ingratitat 
of wicked children, and the feare of future euils, wipe away your teate 
ſweeren your acerbities,ſfeaſon your bitternefle with the comfort of a goouſſ 
conſcience. When you haue done al you can and al you ought to doe , learn 
the ſucceſſe to God, and-ſay vnto him : My Gad who haſt ſegn the caule aſt 
my afflictions to proceed from my-ſclfe , accept my good deſires for tix 
Wax vo of this euil child,my ſufferings in ſatisfaction , and my patience? 
acrifice, 


| 
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- OF THE IMPIETIE OF COVRTS. 


— —_ 


The wnbappie Politician, 


'ITHERTO, having propoſed the motiues and obſta4 

\Cles that men of qualitie find in the way of Chriſtian per- 

S tection, | haue made a collection of the moſt wholeſome 

inſtructions, which may guide thera to the wiſedome of 

# heauen, Conſequently | purpofe,, according as time and 

s leaſure wil permit , to write the:hiſtprie of the holy 

& Courts , pourſuing the courſe which 1 propoſed in the 

Volume being become big already in the preſle, requireth 

wthing but the ſeale vpon it, ' Behold the cauſe why I haue been willing to 

xe it theron with two books of graue and admirable hiſtories, which may 

le as a ſcautling of the whole piece | intend, The {cope of al this worke is 

tadeclare a moſt worthy ſaying of S, Auguſtine, Thar norhing is ſo miſerable as 
Proſperttie of the wick. ed nothing ſo happie as true and ſolid pietie, 

To bring theſe two verities into their ful luſtre of light as wel by exam- 


revWple as preceprt,, | haue choſen two C ourts verie different, The one is the 


Court. of Herod, the other of Theodoſius the yonger. In the one the diſaſters of | 
etic are behelg, in the other the happineſle of vertue, Verily I haue caſt 


- 


Wiz eye of my conſideration vpon divers hiſtories, and haue feen none which 


My make great men more fenfibly apprehend how thoſe who rule in Courts 


nega places of dignitie by meer policie and humane prudence , accommoda- 


ng Religion to their owne intereſts, are deceiued, then the lite and death 
f this vafortunate King of Iudea. He had an infinit natural iudgement , an ad- 
urable penetrating wit, a courage vnſpeakabl; dauntleſſe. A man who de- 
ned from nothing. aduanced his fortune euento the Regal throne,and eſta- 


Wliſbed ir amovglt ſo many thornie affaires , as to make himſelfe admired by 


iewiſeſt of the world, But becauſe he built vpon this Maxime of impietie, 
hat Religion and Law mult be made to ſerue our proper intereſts, he led 2 


Wike ful of crimes and diſturbances, concluded with the moſt diſaſtrous death 


that may be imagined, That alſo which hath made me refolue vpo this hiſto. 


MW ( drawne from lejepbus , with ſome other litle fragments and memo- 
F4ls,Gilating it according to the talent of my Ctile, without vſing any other 


trans 


226 THE HOLY COVRT. Part. r. Lib. 4. 


tranſcription, ) is, that beſides the ynhappie Politician, you ſhal read therein1y, 
cencie perſecuted in the lite of a Lady,who hath beena true mirrour of patien, 
and whom | purpoſe ro propoſe as one of the greateſt ornamentes of o 
holy Court. It is from hence | may truly gather a moſt beautiful roſe amg 

the (harpeſt thornes, ſhew calmeſt ſereniric inthe rougheſt ſtormes, and ſee, 
the hony-comb in the lions throat , fince I in Herods Court endeauoy y 


Mariamne wife of 6 . vet 
yr oe find out the patient and chaſt Mariamne , the true Table of 1nnocencie, yj 
of patience, worthily vied. 


The ſufferance of this poore Queene would deſerue to be conſecryy 
witha pen of Adamant,in the Temple of Ereraitic, ſince ſhe is able to day 
the eyes of the moſt hardie,, to repleniſh the mouths ofthe moſt eloq 
and rauiſh the minds of thoſe who admire no vulgar things. . God, whogyy 
rayſerth the glorie of his Ele& as it were vponthe depth of the greg 
miſeries, ſeeing the ſoule of this Princeſſe amongſt the moſt eminent w 
illuſtrious, thought he muſt giuec her a large field for encounter , to reapety 
richeſt palmes of patience , and he gaue her Herod a bad huſhand, a barbargy 
perſecutour,an infamous executioner: but euer more ſuteable ro the patiey 
Mariamne in the qualitic of aperſecutour and a hangman, then in the officeg 
a husband. To conceiue the ſtrength of this anuile, we muſt know the fag 
of the hammer which beateth on it. To ſpeake ſufficiently of the ſinguly 
vertue of this Queene we muſt thereunto oppoſe the qnalice of Herw:yr 
neceſſarily muſt behold how this diſloyal man holding his life, ſcepter, a 
crowne, from the houſe of Mariamne, for recompence thereof rooke fromhy 
ſcepter, crowne, and life, after he had drawne her bowels our , cauſing hy 
neereſt of kinne to be put to death before her eyes, then caſting her albly, 
dic ypon the pyle,whete the bodies of her parentes and brethren were by; 
ned, as the laſt ſacrifice of his furie, yet neuer at al ſtartling her 1innigcil 
patience. Euery man ſpeaketh of Herod , as of a man of morter ſteepedy 


bloud, as ofa Tyrant; who would murder mercie it-ſelfe ; but cuery os 
knoweth not the wiles he vſed to poſleſſe himſelfe both of the Queene 
71amne and ſcepter of Daaid, opprefling the one with al ingratitude, and gout 
ning the other with vnſpeakable miſchiefe. 
The eſtate of the About ſome fiftie yeares before the Natiuitie of our Lord and Saxia, 
Kinzdome of the Kingdom of Iudez, which had ſubſiſted, although amongſt ſtrage ecclyply 
Tudea before He- . nd horrible viciſſitudes, from King Dauid, almoſt a thoutand yeares; after 


rod came tothe 


crowne. had fo many times tottered, and fo often by many ſhocks and concuſſnn 


beeneſtabliſhed, in the end found it's total ruine and tomb in the diſcord 
Hircanus, two brothers.At that rime Hircanus taigned,a good man, but a bad King, wh 
' neither had fortitude,valour,nor courage.He vſcd as much remiſſeneſſcinh 

charge,as he pra&tized innocecie in his maners.His ouer-much eafinesmu 

him degenerate into a certaine ſtupiditie, & being vnapr to doe i}, he rend 

himſelfe capable to be an inſtrument of al kind ot euils, by being roo caſte 

the ache Ac of another, He aknowledging his owne weakeneſſe fred 

Ariſtobulus, reſigned the dignitie and burden of rule to his brother Ariftobulus , a valiait 
hardie man, who had little ſucceſſe and many enterpriſes, | 
Antipater the fa= Tn the mcane time Paleſtine, during the inconſtant waueting bf this Royililh 
ther of Herod 1;. vas much courted by her neighbours; but aboue al by Antipater, fatherdl 
atfeted the King- =? : On ONTO LOR. | 
dome of Iudea, * Herod, an Idumean by Nation,an Arabian in manner, swealthie, faftious, able 
”  ouerturne alarge Empire by his ſubtile wiles, had had for a long time apt 
vpon the Kingdom of Iudes, He wel fore-ſaw it would be a matter 
difficult for him to force a paſſage for his wicked ends, whilſt this cout 
gious lion Ariſtobulus bare ſway ; but were hediſmounted and Hircanss ſeat 
againe in his throne,al would be in his owne power. What doth this 414 
thenthe ſoweth In the ſoules and minds of the people ſeeds of reuolt again 


Ariſtobulus, ſaying, They were very remiſſe & diſloyal , ſo to ſuffer Hircanus theirs 
Ki 
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wg to be dethroned, to whom naturehad granted Empire , to transferre the Kingdame. ro 4 
mous and rurbulent ſperit, who quickly would with 11 manage make them feele the ruine 
deſolation of al Paleſtine. That the ) bad forſaken a King blame- worthie 13 nothing but 
rp uſage of goodneſſe ,to take another who baning made entrie into prinupalinie by the 
ateof mfidelitie , could not raigne but in the diſaſtrous miſerie of his Cotftrrie. Altbough 
Hircanus 500wld yeald vp bis right, be were diſpenſable in this bis modeſire, The more vn- 
werthie be shouls eſteeme bunſel fe ro rule , the more were his worth. The glone, which be 
Meanoured io decline in the vnderualewing oj his owne perſon, would wait vpon bum ten r9 
his ch, Te4 showld chey obiet ro him his great ſweetneſſe and facilitie of nature, it were 
gore ſutable ro the pierie and gentleneſſt of the lewes. Ij doues were to chooſe themſelucs & 
King, they would rather haue 4 ſtatue then a fpar-hawk, 

This wilie ſpirit by ſuch like remonſtrances quickly found much ctedn- 
ltie, partly inthe minds of thoſe who affected innouarion, partly amongſt 
ſuchas were guided by 1uſtice; but al ſaw not how vnder the colour of pub- 
likegood,he ſought to rayſe a Monarchie for himfſelte or his heires,He,thus 
having already put the iron intothe fire, gayned the hart and opinion of 
fnums by al kind of obſeruances and teitimontes of amitice, which was a 
matter not | ard todoe,this Prince ſuffering himſeltero be goucrned by thoſe 
whomade ſhew of any the leaſt affetiontowards him. Behold him now as Cunning of Anti= 
Froturatour , Turour , and Maſter of this flexible ſpirit, whom he ſo vnder P*** 
pretext of freincſhip poſſeſſed, that the actions of Hircarus ſought no other 
ſue, no other extent, but as they were guided by the thought and counſels 
f dntiparer, Norwithſtading, when he propoſed to himto make warre againſt 
hisbrother , to repoſſeſle himſelfe of rhe Royal Throne, he tound his hart al 
f ice; and was faine to vic his beſt endeauour to enkindle him, by reaſon of 
theexceſſine coldnefle of his nature, In the end he one day plainly diſcouered 

him; That cbis abrenunciation of rule which he bad tranſatted with his brother,was 4 
bing incompatible with his honour and fe. What eje would not be difſolued into teares, to 
ld bin deſpicable and wretched, wbulſt his brother laued tn al ſuperaboundance &- pompe? 
If were to con found the Lawes of nature, it were to authorize tyrannie, to ſa) , that lutle 
hergesshould lige in fetters, and Ariſtobulus , who had vſurped 4 Kingdom, ſit in fiken 
robes and reſplendently glitter in diamonds.Thar a Kingdom was 4 shirt, whichneuer was to 
patoff but with life. That they were tales of late Philoſophers ro affirme that Diademes 
tiſued with thornes , their Rubies and Diamonds neaer bauing prick ed any man, The 
fembch Hircanus then led was good for a Religious Eſſean, bur not for a King, To con- 
e;thar the people deſired with paſiton to ſee him reeſtablished in the throne of his Anceſ= 
m:. He plied the eare of the Prince with ſo-many torcible words , that he 
Iready began to gaine him: but yet found himſelfe combared by two power- 
reaſons , tne one was his oath, by which he had renoynced principalitie, 
dd rhe other his weaknetſe,Frum the oath Antiparer abfolued him, ſaying he 
Eiworne to a finne ; 4nd that thete was no obligation to execute it, For 
iilitie,he made ouerture vnto him of Arabian ſuccours,which he had in his 
Wonwer. So that finding him wauering vpon this wicked paſlage, he caſt into 
Ws {oule black icaloufics of his brother, as of him, who after he had vſurs 
W*2 his eſtate, would enterprize of his life, counterfeiting con{piracies fra- 
Wd againſt him wich ſo much art,that Hwcanus yealded himfelte vp, & gaue 
Fn anabſolute.comiſſion to make watre ot peace.as beſt weafditen This 
oncluded, the apple of diſcord is caſt 4ntipatet taileth not to ſolicite Arerhas 
earabian King ; who commeth with a hugeArmieto fal vpon Paleſtize , not 
Whour barbarous Holtilicies and lamentable deſolations, euen to the neer 
Faitning of Ariſtobsl#s, and the holding him 'beſieged in Ieraſalem, the capital 
"-ic-of his Kingdome. i | 
butas the greateſt ſerpent denoureth the leſſer, ic happened about the time Pompey in Palss 
| theſe 'vnderrakings , the Remanes vnder the condut of Pompey the Great ſine. 
nl - ating: their Eagles toglitterin'$)r:4 ,and leading an Armie of fire, m— 
"WF - which 


% 
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which the pettie Kings were bur as chaffe, forced the Aralian to retire jy, 
his Kingdom, they marching 1a al parts victorious, an] vndertaking to gi 
law,peace , and warre to whom they pleaſed. The two brothers faile as Wee 
ſecke the graciohsfauour of rhe Roman,cuery one in his owne way, with), bu 
beſt endeauouf,wel ſeeing that therein was the maine of the bulineſſe, ,,; 
bulus as the more free, couragious,and royal, found inthe very beginning mg 
fauour,hauing preſented to the Roman,amonglt other largeſles,a golden yjy 
one of the moſt curious workemanſhips of the world, which was afteryyy 
ſecnto ſerue as an ornament in the C apitol. 'Inthe end, behold the two hy 
thers conteſting ar the feet of Pompey, toplead, not for a mealow or a Wire, 
yard, but for a Kingdom , little confidering that putting their forrunes jp, 
the hand of a ſtranger, who had no other law but his owne ambirion, yg 
the ſhadow of arbitration he would fix his tallons, Antiparer beholding fry 
the beginning the ballance ro bend towards Ariſtobalus, as vnto him frog 
whom the Romans had moſt cauſe to hope readieſt ſeruice for their prety 
ces, ſpared notro diſgrace him, to lay aſperſions on him, to calt the gun 
intoa diſtruſt of his ſpirit, and perpetually play the fleeping dog befy 
| Pompey, in ſuch ſort that Ariſtobulus , forſeeing wel that rhis pernicigg 
| man abuſing the name and weakneile of his brother , fold them: by 
: to the Romans, ſtood vpon his guard, hauing more animoſitie then ahilij 
to: reſiſt the armie of a vaſt Empire, The poore Prince ſhrinking ya 
the burden of ſuch an enterpriſe , is taken, pur into fetters, with twoy 
his ſonnes and as many daughters, and was lead to Rome to ſerue as af 
Ariſtobuluspri- In Pompey's triumph. Ieruſalem is made tributaric, the High-Prieſts ply 
ſoner, Teruſalem ginen to Hircanus , and al auchoriric in the hands of Antipater. It was aſper 
tributary, tacle which drew teares cuen from thoſe who before loued not Ariſtobuly; 
behold this vnfortunate King in fetters , with the Princes his (0nnes, a 
thoſe much to be deplored Princeſſes, his daughters ; al heires of their fat 
miſeries, who left their countrie, where they had flouriſhed with ſo muchhy 


nour,toſecke amongſt tedious & irkſome voyages bothby ſea & land, Wl 19 

tude,or death, which euer is the ordinarie vow and prayer of the wretche MW 2s 

Antipater eſtabli- Antipeter as yet al bloudie.gathered the Palme of this victorie, 8 eſtablik{y 
; Ched, his little Monarchie, which he a log time had plotted. Hircanus reſebled mal erm 
ſepulcher, which retaineth nothing bur a bare title, al was acted by hin «wo 

apparence,& nothing for him inafte:the other entertained any coutredrd& i deli 

Romans with his mony,gaue preſctes,ſent & receiued Embaſſadours, praditlfſ tot! 

ſupports, gayned correſpondencies , corrupted powers, ruined reſifta| For 

which oppoſed his genes & made this poore High-Prieſt in al thing 4 


beare the ſeeming ſeepter. Then ſeeing him dayly become more weaketha ples 

himſelfe,to ſecure this ſtate vpon his owne ſonnes, he makes the eldeſt;tom of le 

 =Phaſelus, Gouernour of leruſalem, & giueth to Herod his yongeſt rhe Terrarcioſf man 

Vnhappy Poli- of Galilee. Some time after, hauing ſucked downe althe wind which his and note 


UClan, tion preſented to him, & not knowing what more to doe, he dranke a cupd part. 
poyſon,which in a banquet was offred to him by theſlie cunning of Muu the c 
his enemie.Behold the current of humane things. Theſe Spirits enraged patic 


mad after greatneſſe , which they pourſue with al manner of toyle and ln calio 

ſer practiſes, are as thoſe little bubbles that riſe on the water in time of! 

EI F* tempeſt ; they encreaſe and cracke ina moment, Es | 
eng was Antipater being dead, his two ſonnes Phaſelus and Herod diuide the ſucc6}j dilaf] 
; ſion; each one holdeth firmely his ſhare , and ſtriueth to poſlefſe the hartaiFf tigoru 
Hircanus, making him aiwayes perſonate his owne part. Hered as ſoone as Mp with 

was in office , euen in the life of his father, being as yer but fifteen yeares"F Putri: 

age, weldiſcouered what he would be by his natural inclinations, which prom 

proceeded from him, as flaſhing ſtreakes from a cloawd, to be inſtantly 4 thron 


ned intolightning. He had a maligne ſpirit, crafticambirious cuen to fur marte 
; " | ly Herod 
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Ure in hoſe fingers perpetually itched after bloud and flaughter. And verily he 
8 tO ging =_ his tender yeares and firſt beginning of principalitie with effuſion of 
le noty _ ane bloud , falling not onely vpon one called Ezechi« , reputed a 
Fiene = bur he alſo cur in pieces with him many Iewes , without either war- 
le, ang Fn or knowledge of the cauſe, which inuolued many innocentes in this 
18 myj _— The mothers of thoſe people maflacred by yong Herod , went out of 
den vin 0 Temple diſconſolate, with their haire diſheueled , requiring juſtice of 
trery* viz, who was no other then a meere idol of principalitie, Notwithſtan- 
we dry A —_ imporruned by the cries and lamentations of theſe weeping 
wy cb and incited by the Peeres of his Kingdome, he ordained that Herod 
INES ing Souls appeare before a tribunal of iuſtice. In this action the yong man 
"I "Ecient) y ſhewed the boldneſle of his ſpirit , and ficrceneſle of his courage. 
0g fri The other who were accuſed came to this Parlament of Iudea altogether in 
—_ mourning habit , he thither went as toa feaſt or a Theater, wayted on with 
, _ z flouriſhing retinew , cloathedin ſcarler,friſled , perfumed , and beſides with 
| bets tie recommendations of the Rom.ns , who ſent nothing but armed words, 
S Yi commanding the Tn-iges ro pardon without any other proceſle. He then 
—_— being but fitreen yeares old , ſo amazed the Tudges and Aduocates with his 


— ery faſhion and countenance , that of al thoſe who were prepared for long 
' adllite pleadings againſt him , there was not one to be found that had the hart to _ | 
G bo mutter in his preſcace. One of the Iudges called Samees , an honeſt man and Liberty of a wudge 


more hardie then the reſt , cried our alowd to King Hircanw there preſent, 
Sir, 1 wander not this yong Lord commeth in ſuch «quipage to this barrezeuery one doth what 
he can for bis owne ſafeguard: But I admire that you and your Counſel ſuffer him thus to 
prceed,, 451ſ he came hither not to be adiudged , bur to murthey the Iudges : you preſently 
through favour wil enfranchize him , but he one day by luſtice wil aſſaile your. And verily 


IS 2 fpor 
'S plag 
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—_ ofthe whole Senate no one eſcaped , whom Herod, being come to the ful man- 
auch MW nage of the Kingdome, put not to death , except him who deliuerecd his opi- 
nd fn, non with ſuch liberrie. Tr is reported of Sameas, that when afterwards there 


wasqueſtion moued to receiue Herod for King, the relt conſtantly oppoſing 


rretc -c1ue po 
R t,he freely ſaid, he gaue his voice to Heyod; and ſome amazed there at, Let it not 


abliſked 
. link 4worſe he cannot find then Hero, He is che \courge you ſtand in need of ts chaſtice Jour infi 
tte, Hircanus then ſeeing the Iudges animated by Same: , more inclining 


For he emboſomed him wirh loue, & ſo hatched the ſerpents egge in his breſt, 

Herod, nothing inferiour to his father inpolicie , purſuing his plots & ExI- 
ples, inſeperably vnired himſelte tothe Romans, gayning them with al manner 
of ſeruices, andentertaining Hircanws to ſerue his turnes,asa ſhadow, with al 
manner of complacence and flatterie, The Kingdome of Iudes ſeemed as yer, 
notto behold him bur in diſtace, his brother Phaſelw,as the eldeſt, held the beſt 
part. Ariſtobulus,wy hom you haueſeen led in fetters to Rome,had alſorwoſonnes, 
the elileſt of which was called Alexander , father of this chaſt Mariamne whoſe 


himſelfe into the field , with ſuch troops as he could amaſle together in the 
diſaſter of his fortune , was in fauour of Herod opprefled by the Romans, An- 
tizo.us , hauing eſcaped out of captiuitie wherin he was held at Rome, 
with Ariſtobulus his father, gaue Herod matter enough to worke on; For 
putting himſelfe into the Parthians power he wrought ſo much with 
promiſes and hopes , that they vnudertooke to eſtabliſh him in his Royal 
throne, And thereupon they arme both by ſea and land, and handle the 
matter ſo by force and policie , that they ſtirre vp Hircanws and Phaſelus, 
Herod with much difficultie ſaued himſclfe , and — he had a cou- 

rage 


tothe ballance of iuſtice thenmercie, cauſed him ſecretly to be ſhifted away,” 


patience we decipher.The other was Antiganus, with whom Herod had much oc- 
calion,Of both he diſcharged himſclte in proceſle of time, Forthe vnfortunate Great reuolutionl 
Alexander , ſycceſſour to the vnhappineſle of his father Ariſtobulws, putting "y -- Kingdom of 


ſeeme ſtrange vuto you ({aith he ) God in his mdignation wil giue vnto you a bad King , & Graue ſpeachy 


Entry of Herod to 
the crowne, 
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rage of ſteele , was ſo a ſtoniſhed with this ſurprize , that it was a grey 
chance , he had not ended his life vpon his owne {word. Hircang yy. 
worthily vſed by the commandement of his nephew Antigonw hadbay 
his cares cut off , and thereby made for-cuer vncapable of the High 
pricithood, Phaſelw the brother,of Herod enraged with the turneof fortung 
voluntarily knocked out his owne braines againſt the fideof a rock 

Herod , who alwayes cleaued to the fortune of the Romans as jy 
to a wal , fecing his affaires reduced to an extremitle , imploreth the; 
aſliſtance , repreſenteth the outrages of Antigonxs , the hoſtilitie of t 
Parthians , fignifieth the ſeruices of his father Anripatey , promiſeth 0 
his part al the world , and ſo handleth the matter , that beyond hi 
expeRation he 1s declared King , and at that inftant Antigonus enemie of 
the people of Kome , as 4 fugiriue and allye of the Parthians, Herod Pur, 
fueth him with might and maine , ayded by the Roman forces, The 
miſerable Antigonus atrer a very long reſiſtance was impriſoned , becon, 
ming the verie firſt of Kings , who , by commandment of Marke 4mh 
was executed with a puniſhment moſt vnfit for his qualitie and cond. 
tion , and among the Romans not vſual , leauing. his head vpon a ſcaffal 
in the Cittie of Antioch , for no orher cauſe but for the defence of the 
inheritance of his Anceſtours. But Strabo faith , Marke Anthony could fy 
no other way to make Horud to be acknowledged for King , while ther 
was yet any of the bloud Royal left capable of rule , ſo much this Po 
ple loued their natural King, and abhorred a ſtranger, 

After thefe flaughters, Hercd mounteth to the top of the wheele, behol 
al the thornes (as he thinketh) pulled out of his feet , he now had 
thing to grapple with , but an old man , an infant , and two w 
the laſt remainder of the noble race of the Asmoneans. Hircanu was th 
aged man , who” in truth grew old among the thornes and horribs 
Changes of his ſtate, He was as yet Captiuec amongſt the Parthians , by 
the King , although a Barbarian , had ſo much commiſeration of his þ 
greatly atflited goodneſle , that he permitted him to liue with al fre 
libertie in his Cittic of Babyley, This poore Prince , who had paſſed jj 
whole life void cf ambition , bare the change of his fortune with gra 
equalitie and temper of mind. The Iewes , who at that time inhabit 
in the Parthians dominions , beholding him al wounded, disfigured , wr. 
ched , abandoned , diſarrayed , did notwithſtanding honour him as thei 
King with ſo much reſpe& and reuerence, that he had almoſt founi: 
Kingdom in Captiuitie, Herod , who ſaw this man might ſerue #1 
colour for thoſe ſpirits, that would ayme at him in the ſwindge of ti 
afaires as yet not wel confirmed , diſpatcheth an expreſſe Embaſladou 
to the Parthian King , with many preſents and letters , ſweetned with 
filken words , wherein he befought him nor to bereaue him of the gres 
teſt contentment he could poflibly haue in this world , which was tobt 
gratcful to thoſe who had obliged him. Hircanw ( ſaid he) was his bene- 
facour , his Protecour , his Father , and fince God had giuen him ſome 
repoſe in his affaires , it was an vnſpeakable comfortto him to ſharethe 
ſceprer , greatneſſe, and affluent content of Kings, with a freind fo faithful 
and worthy to be beloued. The King of Parthia willing to gratifie King He, 
whom he beheld ſupported by the Roman Empire,the power whereof he mor: 
feared then honoured the vertue, gaue free leaue to Hircanw to goe whitherht 
would. He putthe buſineſſe into conſultation with the prime Peeres of hi 
countrie, who much diſſwaded him But thraugh the caſineſle of his ſingultt 
nature, which cuer ſwallowed the baite without conſideration of the hook, 
he yealded himſelfe to the difſembled courteſics of Herod and returned dire&!y 
ro lern{alew, where he was recciued with infinit demonſtrations of on 
Beho 
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Behold the whole Regal familic in the hands of this Tyrant. Hircanw 
had but one onely daughter named Alexandra , a woman no whit of her 
hers temper , for ſhe was extremely haughtie , and had much adoe 
with herſcltc to bite the bridle in this ſeruitude, She was mother of two 
children, one ſoune and one daughter ; the ſonne was the litle Arſtabulus, and 
the daughter Mariamne married to Herod, 

Mariamne was accounted the moſt beautiful Princeſſe of the earth 
for Gels , who went prying after al the beauties of the world 


5 Marriage of Marig 
, CO amne to Herod, 


make relation thereof to Marke Antheny , hauing wel conſidered al the Maeionpn by Eu- 
moſt exquiſite Maſter-pieces of Nature , when he beholdeth Mariamne phonic Mariamne; 


jn Paleſtine , be proteſteth al other beauties were terreſtrial in compari- 
{on of this , which ſeemed to haue been compoſed amongſt the heauen- 
ly Orbs. This man ſaw nothing bur the exteriour barke , and was rapt 
with admiration , but her forme vas not worthy eſteeme in compariſon 
of the noble qualities of her mind. She was a grand-child of the Grear 
Muchabees , wil verſed in the Law of God ,diſcreet, wiſe , ſtayed , cir. 
cunſpe& , courteous , chaſt as Suzanna , bur aboue al couragious and 
patient 3 who liued in Herods Court as lob on the dunghil. Neuer beau- 
tie and vertue were ſo diſgraced in any match, This creature which had 
power to make ſo many braue Princeſle to figh for her , and who mighr 
have beheld ſo many obſequious ſeruices done at her foot , hath now 
Hd for ber husband , who had nothing humane in him but lincamene 
and figure. It was to match the Lamb with the Wolfe , the Done with 


| the Faulcon and to tye a liujng body mouth to mouth with the dead, to 


marrie ſuch a Lady to ſo Prodigious a Monſter. But he , who already 
had power in his hand, paſſionately ſought her, as wel for her Incompae 
rable beaurie , as beſides for cuer ro eſtabliſh his tate , conſidering the 
alliance of this little creature , deſcended from ſo many Kings, would 
over the obſcuritic of his houſe , and gaine him more reputation among 
the lewes. 

Hircanu grand-father to Marianne , and Alexandra her mother , ſeeing 
Herod was Maſter of his defires , the Scepter already in his hands , al- 
though by iniuſtice and tyrannie , meaſuring al things by his fortune, 
not perſon , iudged this way might be yet aduantagious, and that his 
wife might mollifie him , and make him fauourable to the Royal bloud, 
The generous Lady wel foreſaw that the putting her into Hereds hands 
was to caſt.her into the Lions iawes, But not to gaineſay thoſe to whom 
hhe had been taught to ſacrifice her whole life , and to obey the Lawes 
of neceſſitie , ſhe vnder-went the yoke , fortifying her Royal hart againſt 
al the ſtormie rempeſts , which ſeemed already ro menace her, Behold 
her married, Herod, loueth her , as the hunter veniſon , for his apperite 
and aduantage; his loue being not of power to make him looſe one ſillie 


"Fm. 


graine of his ambition or crueltic. This peruerſe and violent ſpirit , who Herod depreſſeth 


held the Kingdome as a wolfe by the. cares , cuer wauering , yea cuen *Þ* 


In the ſecure ſatetie of his affaires , endeauoured nothing but to rid him- 
ſelfe of thoſe , whoſe ſpoiles he poſſeſſed , the reſpet of this good Queene 
being not able to ſweeten or ſoften his ſauage humours. He wel ſhewed 
how little affeion he bare towards her allyes , when it might any 
way import his pretended intereſt , euen at that time when there was 
queſtion ro ſubſtirute a High-Prieſt in the place of Hircaxus , who 
having his cares cut off with much deformitie , neceſſarily fel 
Into the irregularitie ordained by Law , which forbad him Altars, 
Herod daily ſaw the yong Ariſtobulw in his Palace , ſonne of Ale- 
*mirs , and ſole brother of his wife , a moſt accompliſhed Prince, 

X 2 to whom 
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The High-Pricſt= to whom euery one deſtined the Myrer. He ſettes his eyes a-wandrin 
hood, and finces out on the further ſide of Euphrates in the Cittie of Babjlan 
vnknowne lew, named Ananel , and createth him High-Prieſt, This Wy 
a pil , which Alexandra the mother of Ariſtobulus , and Mariamne coujd or 
ſwallow , yet thought fic ro difſemble ir. She ſaw her houſe manifegj 
deiedted , in that her ſonne aiter ſo many obligations was diſpoſſeſſeq 
an honour, to which bloud , nature , and the conſent of the whole worli 
called him , to giue it ro a wan of no.valew , ſhe could not ſo wel diſpeſ 
her choler , but that ſhe thundred more lowdly, then the miſerie of the tiny 
and maliceof Herod permitted. E* 
Prudence of Ma- Mariamne ſtil repoſing 1n the calmneſle of her noble ſpiric , declare 
r1amne, to the King in hec natural {weetneſſe , That be was the ſupport of hey bu 
greatly decayed , and at that timg vpon ſuch termes , that 5be bad mo Cale tan. 
zend to ſcepters , she onely deſired to breath ber laſt in the world with honour, If 
Should give 4 Miter to ber brother Ariſtobulus , it were to make 4 creature , frm 
whom he had no cauſe at al to feare , his throne being throaghly eſtablished , and 
being one from whom reaſonably be might exped any thing , bauing the tender Jour 
of this Prince..as 4 ſoft piece of wax in his hands. This ad would make him yl 
harts , as wel as in Prouinces , when he Should be knowne to be a father a, 
Proteftour of a yong ſonne of Hircanus , whoſe vertue he alwayes bad honow, 
Briefly, that the honour which 5'e bad by matching with him ſeemed nor complere toby, 
whlſt sbe ſaw ber allies kept ſrom degrees , wherein they he might eſtablish- they 
The yong Ariſto» Without preiudice of his authoritte, Eg 
butus created © Herod ſuffered himſelte for this time to be gained by the charmi 
High-Pricſt, ſweertneſſe of Mariamne , and hauing deliberated the affaire with his Cow. 
ſel , he reſolued to giue the High-Prieſts place to yong Ariſtobulus his bry. 
ther in law , which was performed with much ceremonie, He afſen. 
bleth. his freinds ip the hal of his Palace , then ſending for Alexandrs, he 
made in the preſence of them al a premedirated ſpeach » complaining 
her , and ſaying ſhe had 2 mutinous and turbulent ſpirie , which ſough 
nothing but to embroyle the affaires, and take a Scepter from hin 
which heauen had cauſed him to purchaſe with ſo much trauel ay 
Paine, to put it into the hands of an infant , to the  preludice of the 
Queene her daughter. Notwirhſtanding. that , forgerting al iniuries, ke 
could not neglect his owne diſpoſition , which was to doe good ene 
to thoſe that wiſhed him il ; in confirmation whereof he gaue the High- 
Prieſthood to her ſonne , his purpoſe hauing neuer been other , and tic 
ſubrogation of Ananel hauing not been made bur during the time of expeds 
tion of maturitie in the tender age of an infant. 
The ambiriens This ambitious mother , according to her ſexe , and indeed beyond 
woman. her ſexe, vpon the offer of this High-Prieſts place , was ſo ſenſibly 
tranſported with ioy , that teares guſhed from her eyes , and he at 
that inſtant freely proteſted to Herod , That 5he had endeauoured al 5be 
poſubly ro keep the Miter in the Royal familie , ſuppoſing it an ynworthy thing t 
tranferre it els-where : but as for the Kingdome 5he neuer bad pretended thereunt, 
and that ſuch reſolutions chould nener enter into ber thoughts. Whenſoeuer it shoul 
pleaſe Almightie God to cal her ont of the world , she would die wel ſatisfied , ts 
. wing ber ſonne High-Prieſt and ber daughter Queen. As for the reſt , if she had t- 
ceeded in ſome words , sbe was excuſeable as a Paſiwnate mother towards a ſonne, wh 
vyel deſerued to be beloued , a mother in lavy of the King to yyhom kindred and « 
lance permitted ſome-vybat the more libertie , and a daughter of a King to vyhom fl 
werie Vvas a hard morſel , and ber ſtomach vnable to diſgeſt it. But hereafter , ſince hi 
vſed ber ſo courteouſly , he should haue no cauſe tocomplaine of bex obedience, Hereupon tht) 
Shook, band , and behold they are freinds. | 
| But out 
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pan the mouing ſand. The poore mother reioiced for a litle ſenſe-pleaſing 
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Rut out alas ! The amities of the world are like the felicitics therof, If the 
mitics be deceitful, rhe felicitiesaretyed to a rotten cable , or grounded 


dattery of her feaueriſh ambirion , and ſaw nor that her ſonne was not (to 


ſpeake really ) the High-prieſt, but a ſacrifice of the ſauageneſle of Herd, The 


wiſcreet Marramne, who by long obſcruation had learnedto hold proſperity as 
ſuſpe&ed , ſuffered her hart notto be ſo diſſolued into ioy , but that ſhe tood 
1] armed againſt the counterbuffes of Fortune. 


The feaſt of Tabernacles , greatly celebrated amongſt the Iewes, being Entrance of Ari< 
come, Anarel, after he had ſcrued as an © in cipher, is ſhamefully reie&eq, ſobulus into the 
| nfo'ulw beginneth to excerciſe his charge, He was at that time but ſea. High-pricſthood: 


uenteen yeares of age, yet of a gallant ſtature, tal, and ſtraight as a palme- 
tree, radiant as a ſtarre, and very like his ſiſter, When the people beheld him 


| cloathed with the ponrtifical habiliments , which wererepleniſhed with ma- 
| jelty , and to goe towards the Altar and performe thoſe cerimonial rites with 


ſomuch grauity and comelineſſe, he appearedas anew Sun, which brake our 
ofthe clowds, and cameto gild the world before couered ouer with darke- 
eſſe, Althe harts of thoſe poore Hebrewes , which ſo much had ſighed inthe 
ciuil warres , freihly bloomed , and newly opened themſclues, as roſesatthe 
benigne and gentle aſpect of this yong Prelate, His excellent natural graces 
enchaſed in the maieſty of his robes, rendred an incredible luſtre , which da 


- zeledthe eyes of al beholders. Some ſtedfaſtly beheld him and became as ſta- 


rues, yet ſhewing by their teares their eyes were not made of marble. Others 
ſpaketohim with infinit dumb teſtimonies of a neuer-ſilent harty affeRion, 
Thereſt made thereſſentments of their harts burſt forth from theirlips , nor 
being able ro with-hold acclamations , too free and profuſc for the ſeaſon, 
but for their loue excuſeable, They remembred the vertue of the ancient Ma. 
thabees, who had deliuered them from Idolatry;they knew the wretched Hirca- 
»w was no other then a ſhadow following his owne funerals; they retained 
the frech memory of the grand-father of this yong High-prielt, 4riſtobalus the 
Great, who had been carried bound and fetrered to Rome like a galley-flaue; 
they were not ignorant how Alexander his father , and Antigonus his vncle, had 
loſt their lives by oppoſing the gouernment ofa ſtranger : This yong Prince 
onely remained free from ſo many ſhipwracks , and in the green tenderneſſe 
of his youth they ſaw al the hopes of their Country to bud and bloſſome And 
250neis credulous to heare what he affeeth, they perſwaded them(ſclues 
Herd, who at the beginning had demanded the Kingdome 1n the name of this 
yong Ariſlobulus , would come to let goe his hold , giuing way to 1uſtice, and 
forthis cauſe they withthe more liberty enlarged themſelues intheſe applau- 


ſes; butpoore creatures, they reckoned without their hoſt, Hered hauing Malice of Herod; 


beheld this countenance inthe people , inſtantly obſerued that according to 
his owne Maximes he had played the Clarke, and that this was not his ordi- 
nary manner of proceeding ; entring at that time into a furious icalouſy, 
he maketh the High-Prieſt , and his mother ,and wife , to be ſo nar. 
rowly watched , that neither within nor without the Palace they could 
ſtirre a finger , but Herod was aduertiſed of it. The prudent Mariamne 
amongſt theſe ſuſpicious lined ſtil in grace , ſweetning vpou one {ide 
and other al acerbities as much as buſineſſes of that natu:e would 
_— But her mother Alexandra touched ro the quick to behold 
er ſelfe amongſt ſo many ſpies , ſhe , who was euer defirous to con- 
verſe and line withal royal liberty , reſolucd to play at double or 
quit , to breake the guiues of ſpecious ſeruitude , or yeald her neck 
to Her:d's ſword , if it Should come to paſle her calamity tranſ- 
ported her into ſuch extremity. What doth $she ? Cleopatra , that 
Queene who had- filled the world with her fame, = then in Agypr 

3 aug 


Letter of Alcxan- 
dra to Cleopatra, 


Enterprife of Alc- tion is a hard tas ke. T he poore 1o knowes not how to withdraw her ſelf 
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and naturally hated Hord, as wel for his barbarous diſpoſition, as for pan; 


Cular intereſts of her owne perſon : For ſhe knew he much had entermedle4 
in her affaires, and giuen Marke Antony counſel ro forſake her , yeato kil her 
This Tyrant was ſo accuſtomed toſay, Kil , that he eaſily aduiſed others to 
vic the ſame medicine, which was with him in his owne maladies frequey 
It is a ſtrange thing, that Cleopatra one day paſſing through Iudes, he reſolue 
to ſend her into the other world, thinking therewith to gratify Marke Anihu 
but was diflwaded by his freinds , ſaying it wastoo audacious an attempt y 
able for cuer to ruine his fortune. The deſigne was neuer publiſhed: Bur Cl 
patrg had cauſe enough beſides to hate Herod, which muchembolaencd 4lexy, 
414to write to her in ſuch like termes: 


ALEXANDRA tothe Queene 
CLEOPATRA , Health, 


ADAME, 


Since God hath giuen you leaue to be borne the moſt accomplished Queene in al quality, 
It is fit your Greatneſſe ſerue as a ſanttuary for themnocent , ard an Altar for the miſeraiy, 
The wretched Alexandra, who hath much iunocency void of ſupport , and too Many calami 
ries without comfort, caſteth her ſelfe into the armes of Jour Maieſty, not to giue her a ſeepty 
but to ſecure the life of her and ber ſonne , the moſt pretious pledge which remainerh of hy, 
uen's benignity, Tour Maieſty is not ignorant that jortune bauing made me the daughter al 
mother of a King, Herod hath reduced me to the condition of a ſeruant. 1 am not ambityy 
#0 recount my ſufferings, which I bad rather d:ſſemb!s , but whacſoeuer 4 ſlaue can endurtng 
galley , I beare in a Kingdome , through the violence of a ſonne in law , who hauing ſftolty 
diademe from my children , would alſo depriue them of life, We are perpetually among ſpin 
sbarp knives, and black apprehenſions of death , which would eſſe burt vs , if it were mn 
ſoaaine. Stretch out a band of apiſtance to the afflitted, and afford vs ſome petty nooke in Ju 
Kengdome til the ſtorme be ouer-blowne, and that we may ſce ſome ſparkies of hope to glimu 
in your affaires; Glory thereby shal abide with you, and with vs eurrlaſting gratitnde. 

Cleopatra hauing receiued theſe litters, made a ready anſwer , and inuitel 
her to haſten ſpeedily into Agypt with her ſonne ; proteſting ſhe ſhoull 
eſtcemeit an vnſpeakeable glory to ſerue as a ſanQuary and refuge for the 
flition of ſuch aPrinceſſe, Reſolution of departure is taken , bur theexecs 


from this many-eyed 4rgw. Intheend, as the wit of womanis inuentiue, ed 
pecially in matters that concerne their proper intereſts, ſhe , without dif 
coucring ought to any one,no not to her daughter Mariamne, fearing leaſt het 
nature too mild ſhould aduiſe her rather to rett in the liſtes of patience the 
to attempt wayes ſo perilous, ſhe I ſay , onely aduiſing with her owne paſſin 
inthis buſineſle, cauſed two bceres to be mai (a marrer of i] preſage) topit 
her ſelfe and ſonne into , thinking by this meanes to elude the diligence 
the Guard , and ſo to be carried to the ſea , where a ſhip attended he, 
and by this way ſauc- her life in the power of death. But by il hy 
a ſcruant of hers named &ſope , who was one of thoſe that were 
pointed to carry the beeres , going to vifit one called Sabbioy, a freindto 
the houſe of Alexandra, let ſome words fal of the intention of his Miſtreſſe,s 
thinking to haue ſpoken to a faithful and ſecret freind of hers. The perfidiow 
Sabbion had no ſooner wrung the worme out of this ſeruants noſe, but he hal- 
nethtoopen alro Herod, ſuppoſing it was a very fit opportunity to worke b 
reconciliation , he hauing a long time been ſuſpe&ed and accounted tobedf 
Alexandra's faio.Herod after he heard thisnewes, wated not ſpies & —_ 


VNHAPPY POLITICIAN. 235 
The poore Lady with her ſonne is ſurprized vpon thebcere, drawne out of 
the ſepulcherot the dead to returne to the liuing, aſhamed, and diſgraced, 
chat her Comedy was no berter acted, lirle conſidering that after her perſo= 
nated part had fayled,the could nothing at al pretend rolife, Herod notwith- 
{anding , whether he feared the great credit Cleopatra had, or whether he 
would not wholy affright Alexandra, thereby with the qore facility ro op- 
preſle her, contained himſelfe in the ordinary difſimulation of his owne na- 
cure, without ſpeaking one ſole word vnto her; Although very wel in the 
face of this painted hypocriſy was ſeen that the clowds were gathered tg- 
ether,comake a lowd 1 hunder-crack,and rayſe an vnreſiſtablerempeſt, 

The caytiue,atter he had giuen ſo many deaths in the horruur and affright- 
ment of armes, would inflict one,cuen (as it were in ſport) ypona faire ſom- 
mers day. Being at dinner at the houſe of the miſerable Alexandra; feiguing tg 
have buried in ucep oblinion al what was paſt ; ſaith; that in fauour of youth 
he this ay would play the yong man, and inuite the High-Prieſt Ariſtobulus 
hisbrother in law to play at teunis with him , or ſome other like exerciſe, 
The tides were made, the emulation wasenkindled.T he yong Prince;hot and 
eager, played not long but he became al on a water, as at that time happened 
tomany other Lords and Gentl: men, Behold they al runne to the riuers,; 
which were neet this place of pleaſure where they dined. 


Pittyful death os 
yong Ariſtobulus, 


Herod, who knew the cuſtome of Ariſtobulus, and wel foreſaw he would not 


fayleto caſt himſelfe into theſe cold bathes, ſuborneth baſe villaines, who 
vnderthe ſhew of paſtime ſhould force himto drinke more then he would, 
Alſycceeded as this trayterous wretch had premeditated, Ariſtobulus ſeeing 
the other tn the water, vncloathed himſelfe quickly,and bare them company. 
There was no cauſe why he ſhould ſwim, ſport, and dally vpon thiselemenr, 
ever dangerous, although leſle faithleſſe then Herod, The poore ſacrifice 
Skipped vp and downe.not knowing the vahappineſſe which attended him. 
Burthe accurſed executioners remembred it wel:For ſpying their time inthis 
fatal ſport , they ſmothered the poore High-prieſt vnder the waters , inthe 
eyghteenth yeare of his age, and the firſt ot his High-prieſthoad. This bright 
Sun, which toſe with ſuch ſplendour and applauſe, did fer in the waues.neuer 
to peace againe , but with horrid wannefle of death on his diſcoloured 
vilage, | | 
Humane hopes, where are you! True dreames of the waking , ayery fan- 
talies, fcering fires, which ſhine not, bur to extinguiſh your ſelues, and in 
being put out to bereaue vs of light, leauing vs the euil ſauour and ſorrow of 
looſing it ! This Prince ſoaccomplitbed , that nature ſeemed to haue framed 
himto be the obie& of thoughts, the loue of harts,the admiration of ſoules; 
tlisPrince , in whom was ſtored al the glory of the Royal houſe of the 4ſmo= 
Wars, this Prince,who was to marry the Miter with the Diademe,and raiſe al 
the hopes of a loſt race;behold him by a moſt treaſonable practiſe ſmothered 
lathe wateryin an age, in a beauty, in an innocency, which made this accider 
&ful of pitty;as it was vnfurniſhed of remedies; . 4. = 
Vpon this newes the whole Citty of Hieruſalem was in as great a confuſion, 
&1t Nabuchodonozor returning from the other world had been ar the gates 
thereof: In.cuery place there was nothing to be ſcen but teareg,granes , hor- 
tour, aſtoniſhment, yellings, repreſentations of death : You would.haue ſaid 
euery houſe bare their firſt-borneto buryal, as was ſeen heertofore to 
pen among the Aegyprians.But aboue al; Alexandra the deſconfolate mother, 
Miked herſelfe with vncureable ſorrow : ſometime ſhe wept; proſtrated on 
the body of her ſonne,and ſought in his ecclypſed eycs and dead lips the reme= 
ant of her life. Sometime ſhe-rouled her eyes like adiſtradted lunatike, cal- 


& The {ad Marianne , although infinitly patient , had much. adoe to refiſt 
che 


Vanity ,8& miſery 
of the —_— 


Sorrow vpon this 
death, | 


of ling tor fire, ſword,halrers:and precipices, to find in them the cataſtrophe of 
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the impetnous violences of an incoparable ſorrow.She loucd this brother 


hers moſt deare]y,as her truc image, as the pleadge-bearer of her hart, act, h 

hope of her houſe, alrent in pieces : Al confounded as ſhe was, the goyſyt” 

daughter refle&ed on the wound of her mother, and ſtayed neer the cory 5 

her brother, as if ſhe had been the ſhadow of the ſame body. Then turgin 

Singular reſigna- herſclfe ro God, ſhe ayd to him withan affectionate hart : My God, behold, a 
tion, preſently in that eftate , wherein 1 baue nothing more to ſtand in feare of, but your 0/1 Wy 
nothing more to hope , but your mercy : He for whom 1 feared , for whom 1 hepcd ,althy of 

which one may feare or hope in the reualution of worldly eccurrents, 1s taken from mw - 

4 ſecret magement of your prouidence ,euer to be adored by my obedient wil , although my, w 

be penetrated at al by the weakeneſſe of my thoughts. If 1 yet among ſo many acerhiy - 

ſuck. ſome ſweetneſſe out of the world,in the preſence of this delicious obrect of which you ba - 

bereaucd me, behold me wholy weaned, bereafter 1 wil find therem nothmg but Wormen, P | 

ro the end that renouncing the comforts of theearth, I may learne to taſt thoſe which oo 


Extremehypocrifſy What ſhal we ſay? Herod himſclfe in this ſad conſort of ſorrow woul 


of Herod, 


Tyranny of re« 
Kenge, 


Fd 


'ſpake nota word, who heretofore too frequently accuſtomed to camplai 
In farre leſſe occaſions. To apply the laſt lenitiue, he cauſed the funerals 


Tiolity of the perfumes with which the body was enbalmed, and the may 


Proper to your children. Behold how tairc and repoſed ſoules draw honey fre oft 
the rock,and conuert al into merit, yea euentheir teares, The imparient, li 
Alexandra, aMi& themſelues without comfort, torment themiſclues with " 
remedy, and many times become deſperate withour remiſſion, 


needs play his part.He maketh externally appeare in a difſembled hypodij 
al the ſympromes of a true ſorrow, He deteſteth play ,he accuſeth fortune 
complaineth heauen had ſiniſterly enuied him an obie&, on which he defi 
much to make al the loue and reſpe& appeare he bare to the Royal bloy 
from whence he greatly deriued his aduancement. He moſt ceremonigu 
gocth to viſitthe Queene and her mother, & when he findeth them weeyiy 
abour this dead body, ſcalding teares flowed from his eyes, whether it wer 
he had them at command to make his diflimulation the more great, ors ;,. ; 
ther he verily hag at that time ſome refſentment of griefe, beholding ona ey 
fide this litle bloſſome ſo cruelly cropped vnder the ſythe of death, anih ow 
many celeſtial beauties , which had for limit and horizon the inſtant of th 
birth; and on the other ſide conſidering theſe poore Queenes drenched iy 
ſea of ſorrow, 'which had force to draw teares from rocks. This trayrerqy 
creature had yet ſome humanity in him;and 1 could wel belieue that nam; 
had ar this time wrung theſe teares by violence from his barbarous cruch, 
notwithſtanding he feigned willingneſſe to ſtop his paſſion with manlynely 
afterwards turning himſelte ro the Ladyes he ſaid , He was not come ſo ſodainhy 
wipe away their teares, which had but too much cauſe to be sbed, as for himſclfe be bad tag 
$0dos to command his owne : Nature muſt be ſuffered to haue her ſway ; tmme muſt hat, 
and would apply a plaiſter to this ſorrow, That he would perſorme for the memory of th 
dead whatſoener an onely ſonne might expedt from a paſtionate father , and a puiſſant Inj 
thar hereafter he would be true ſonne of Alexandra ,frue husband and true brother of ) 
wary ſince God was pleaſed ro redouble theſe obligations un bim by the lcſſe thy 
ſuffered. 
the powerful tyranny of the appetite of reuenge ! Alexandra whomoni; 
might have thought would burſt into contumelies and reproaches ( asm 
knowing Herod , what face ſocuer he ſer vpon the matter, was Authour ul 
plotter of this death)held herſelfe conſtantly in the degrees of diſſimulationg 
not ſhewing to the King any diſcontent on her part, and al for the hope ky. 
thad to be opportunely reuenged in time and place. Herod retiring thoughthy,. | dr 
had acted his part wel, free from any ſuſpicion of offenſe, ſecing Alcxam;, _ a 


the dead to be celebrated with ſuch pomp and. magnificence, that nothing 
could be added thereunto, as wel in the order of the equipage, as in the &@ 


ficedl 
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fcent furnitures of ſepulture. The moſt ſimple and ignorant ſuppoſed al this 

rocceded from areal and ſincere affection; butthe wiſeſt ſaid,they were the 
reares of the crocodile; that Herod could not cordially deplore his death 
which hadtaken a ſtraw out of his eye, and put him in ful poſſeſſion of the  _. 
Kingome Of Iudes, Alexandra ioyning the paſlion of her ſorrow to her reſo- Herod accuſed; 
lution of reuenge, immediately after rhe obſequies taileth not to giue notice 
roQueene Cleopatra of al rhat had paſſed, with ſo patherical a letter, that euery 
yord ſeemed to be ſteeped in teares of bloud; Cleopatra, who was apt enough. 
fortheſe impreſſions, ſodainly takes fire, and afteteth the affaire with that 
ardour ſhe would her owne cauſc; ſhe rowſeth vp her whole C ourt, ſhe ſtor- 
mes,ſhe perpetually filleth Marke Anronye's eares, crying out it was a thing in- 
ſupportable ro {ce a ſtranger hold a {cepter, to which he could pretend no 
right,to matlacre the heire withſo much barbarous cruclty,to rorment with 
fruitude poore afflicted Queenes.contrary to al equity,reaſon, and Royalty 
of birth. Antony , who knew Herod to be his creature and the worke of his 
owne hands, would not willingly vnderſtand theſe complaints. . Notwith= 
tandingto pleaſe Cleopairz, he ſwore a great vath,he would examine the buſi- 
neſſein ſenuing for Herd, and if he were found culpable of ſuch a villany , he 
would inflict an exemplar puniſhment vpon him, 

Behold Herod Cited to Laodicea, where Marke Antony was toremaine for 2 
ceraine time , whither he was ſummoned to appeare and purge himſelfe of 
themurder of Ariſtobulus, of which he was ſuppoſed to be the Authour, This 
3a clap of thunder to this diſloyal wretch, which moſt powerfully awake- 
nedhim when he leaſt thought ot it, and put ſuch terrours vpon him asare,, ee: 1: 
notto be imagined, Vpon one ſide he had before his eyes the image of his ,,@nc. a: 
offence, and the voy ce of bloud,which rung in his cares; on the other (ide he . 
aw al his fortune depended On Marke Antony, who at that time handled 
nothing but by the counſel of Cleopatra his mortal enemy, and whom he wel 
knewto haue an enterprize in hand vpon the Kingdom of 1udgs for her ad- 
uncement.But nothing ſo troubled his braine as a furious icalouſy : For he 
imagined that Antony, a looſe and wanton Prince, one that courted al the 
frincely beauties of the world, would doe the like to his wite, whole piture 
he formerly had, and that with the more eaſe to enioy her, he would make 
him ſerue as a ſacrifice for his fatal lones, This ſpirit of his was torne, and + 
Gſtrafted on al ſides , and in al obie&ts diſcouered precipitation and 
afrightment : one while he ſeemed to reſolue ro vnder-goe a voluntary 
daiſhment , ſometime he ſuppoſed death more ſuceable , other-while he 
famed to himſel;e ſome purpoſe of reſiſtance : but nothing appeared 
to him better then to delay, and draw. the buſineſſe out at length as long 
& he could. | 
 Gitony preſſed wit'1 the voyage he vndertook to warre againſt the Parthizs, 
ſeat inſtantly for 11m; delayes and excuſes thruſt him further into ſuſpicion. 
Necefſarily he muſt goc,or reſolue to looſe al. He taketh leaue of his mother 

"Wolaw Alexandre, and Mariamne his wife, without ſeeming to be amazed, 
Without complaint, withour giuing teſtimony of his diſcontent, as if he had 
ſhort journey of pleaſure to make. Laſt of al he had his owne mother , and 

FW liſter $4lome in Court, to whom he much recommended vigilancy ouer the 
\W*portmets of thoſe whom he eſteemed to haue wrought him the miſchicte. 

" F/tendrawing his vncle Tefephaſide, he ſpake theſe words to him : Vncle, ou 
ww the occaſion that tranſpirteth me ro Laodicea , which truely is very difficalt, ſeeing 

7 Pmocency afſuhlctd by powerfull and ſecret malice, which would be ſo much the more dread- 

$4 ir bad as much effect a5 paſton: But 1 hope to find day-light through the ſtorme,and that 

op 3 #bal ſee me rerurne triumphant ouer calumny through my integrity , as | baue already 
magh 9ſcd tropheys outer boſtility by armes : If Godshal otherwiſe diſpoſe of me , it is a meer# plot 
fc 04160 ag ainft me for the beauty of my wife,on whom Marke Authony maj _ 
ang 
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haue ſome deſigne , and this may be 4 cauſe to shorten my dayes, and he thereby to gut, 
liberty for his vnbridled paſtion. But I ſor the preſent conture you , by the loue which 1, 
exer borne you, by my fortune vvbich you neuerence, by bloud andnarure; if bappily you hy 
I am otheryviſe vſed then my quality and innocency permit , neuer let the death of Hero 
waited on with the mury of bis ws : _— the _ for your ſelfe _ Jour bloud,n 
ITY cauſe my wife inſtantly to tak e her lcaue of this world to accompany me 1n the other ; x1 
_—. oo 4 ——_ enioy her after my death: 1f the ſoules of the dead baue any ſwing 
tbe affaires of the world , that shal ſerue me for a ſollace. , 
loſeph much amazed at this manner of proceeding, doth notwirhſtangj 
promiſe him he would performe al according to his wil, if neceſlity ſo requ, 
red; but that his fortune euer powerful and inuincible made him concgy 
other hopes in al kinds, Thereupon he ſer torward on his way,carying al 
withhim the richeſt parcels of his treaſure , to make a preſent of they 
thoſe, whom he moſt ſhould ſtand in need of , ſhewing in al things elz , 
much confidence in his countenance, as he hatched deſpayre 1n his hart, 
Great pleading When he was arriued at Laodicea he found ſtrange informations prepay 
ores. againſt him, which ſtrongly charged him with the murder of Ariſtobulus,ltyg 
ſhewed to Marks Anzony, how Herod cuer had a deſigne vpon the ſcepter, 
1:dea with adeſperate and enraged ambition: That nothing ſo much pergh 
xed himasto ſee Ariſtobulus aliue, to whom he in conſcience knew theki 
dom in ſuch ſort belonged , that himſclte durſt not demand it of the row 
but vnderthetitle of Regency,whilſt the right heyre grew to maturity: 
he had conuertcd this Regency firſt into an Empire, afterwards into a1, 
ranny, remouing as muchas he could the Royal bloud from dignities,tog 
uace me of no worth;witneſſe 4nanel placed in the High-prieſthood of whi 
Hircanus was diſpoyled;& that which made him alter his reſolution there 
was, not good affccion , but importunity , and euident danger of popule 
commotions, which he wel foreſaw roſe vpon this reieQion of the blo 
Royal. That Ariſtobulus being preferrd tothe High-prieſthood, receiuctyij 
al alacrity and applauſe of the people, he ſhewed this ationro be moſthu 
ful ro him, being not ſufficiently able to couer the fury of his enuy vndertk 
ordinary maske of his hypocriſy : That after this time, he had nor cealedy 
perſecute the dead Prince and his' mother, in ſuch ſort, that finding no long 
- . repoſe among the liuing, they were enforced to put themſelues intothen 
fins of the dead,to be caried to the ſea,and from thence to be tranſportedy 
#gypt:That he had cauſed them to be ſurprized in the a&,& in ſequelethem 
had notafrerward ſought any thing more thento be rid of them : Thattk 
yong Prince was drowned in the water, not alone & feperated from ther 
but manifeſtly ſmothered by the inſolent youth of the khouſchold & boſon 
of Hercd. 
Al this procefle ( as was then faid ) was ſoeuident,that had it been writto 
with the rayes of the Sun, one could not wiſh more perſpicuity.The voycet 
bloud cryed to heauen, which the trayterous wretch could nor ſtop, Thep 
ture of this poore Prince, which had alitle before his death been cariedinſ * ,! 
Aegypt was preſented with a ſingular admiration of his beauty:His ghoſt Fnuve 
made to ſpeake, which asked iuſtice of Marke Anthony, for haying been 0 
worthily , ſo inhumanely murdered in the lower of his tender yeares, byt 
moſt horrid treaſon that euer was perpetrated. The teares of the diſconſolat 
mother were not omitted in her abſence, Cleopatra made this whole Tragit 
to be preſented, the combat was much enkindled, and the battery was fore 
ble. Herod, who wanted not eloquence in his owne occaſions, replyeth wit 
cuuntenance very lowly and modeſt: 
Apology of Herod Prince , and you Sirs who are of the Counſel, 1 hold the ſcepter of Iudza, neithn 
ful of craft, - Hircanus nor Alexandra , never having had any purpoſe to flatter them for this end, 
much leſſe to feare them, Tou know (moſt 1iluſtrious Anthony ) the Kingdoms in m) , * | 
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huld it of you 3 from you al my greatneſſe ariſeth,and in you al my hopes are coneluded.1 f you 


ll nmand, 1 41m at this preſent ready,not onely to leane theſceprer, but my life alſo, whuh 


weuer baue 1 bee deſirous to preſerue but ſor your ſergice. But it troubleth me,the ws) of death 
bring open t0 al the world,the path of reputation, which 1s more deare to me then hfe , 4hould 
be chut againſt my innocency. 1 am perſecuted by women, and much 1 wonder , bow the foule 
of Queene Cleopatra wholy celeſtial, can nourtsh ſo much ſpleen againſt a King, who newer 
bath failed 313 an) reſped lawfully dew to her merit. For Alexandra, it is not ſtrange that 
ge14yſe ſuch 4 ſtorme againſt me ; her fierce and baughty ſpiru hath alwayes oppaſed my pa» 
tence, endeauouring by al meanes to diſparage my gouernment , to pul a crowne from meg 
which 4 more puiſſant hand then her Anceſtours hath placed on my hea4, What apparance 
there , that being by the fauour of the Romans « pexceable poſſeſſour of 4 Kingdeme , the 
which exen by the conſent of my aduerſaries 1 ſougbt not ( ſo regular was my ambition ) 
| hould attempt 4 horrible crime, which cannot fal but into the mind of a monſter ? Naman 
wil be wicked in cheerefulneſſe of hart;the memory of the recompence which man propoſeth 
1 bmſclfe euer beareth rhe torch before the crime. To what purpoſe should 1 attempt vpon the 
b.of Ariſtobulus , ro ſertle my affaires ? They were already eſtablished , your grations 
janur ( moſt Noble Anthony ) bath afforded me more then al their machinations can 
waquish. Bur 1 perpetually baue kept back the bloud Royal from dignities : What keeping 
lack, is it , when 1 haue chertshed them in my owne boſome , as much as poſſible ? Euery one 
kwes Hircanus , the prime man of this Royal family ,being held as a priſoner among the 
Parthians , 1 bent al my ſpirits, employed al my credit to baue him ſet at liberty , and to pro« 
(ure his returne to Court, where he now liuerh m ful tranquillity,enzoying al the priuiledges of 
Rejdty, but the care ful ſolticitude of affaires, It is knowne 1 haue divided my crowne and 
bud with his grand=child Mariane, mtking her both Queene of people, and wife of a King, 
I have ginen che H1gh- priefthood to her brother Ariſtobulus of my meer and free wil , not 
enforced by any conſtr aint ( as being abſolute in the mannage of my owne affanes ) and if in 
ought 1 delayed him ,zt was becauſe the minority of bis age ranne not equal with my affettions, 
tutin fect he bath been beheld High- Prieſt at exghteen yeares of age, which3s 4 fauous very 
extrardinary, Alexandra bis mother, who makgth way to this buſineſſe, bath eutr had al 
the liberty of my Court,except the licence of ruining berſelfe, wbuk she paſuonately purſuerh, 
In what reaſon had She to bide berſelfe in 4 coffin, and cauſe berſelfe to be cared i the night 
#adead body, to ſteale from my Conrt,and after she had wronged me in myne bouſe, to trg= 
lace me am ng ſtrangers ? If she deſired to make a voyage into Kgypt he needed to haue 
ſ0oken but one word, it bad been ſufficient : But she pleaſeth berſeife in counterfaiting a falſe 
fenilin areal ſafety, to thruſt into the danger of life thoſe who make her liue in al repoſed 
dſwance, 1 hauing diſcouered this praftize, did not let fal one word of bitterneſſe againſt her, 
&firous she sbould ento) at her eaſe the ſight of me as 4 ſpettacle of patience, and thinkyng al 
falh ſuſpcrently puntsbed with it's owne properonſcience, Certaine time after,the death of 
this youg Prince happened, which draweth teares of compaſiion from me ( for I loued him) and 
much it troubled me bts mother peruerted the (weetneſſe of bis excellent nature,and cut more 
ſuffe our ſor his youth, then he was able to ſtitch together. He ts dead, not in my houſe,but in 
the bouſe of bis mother; dead ,by an accident which no man could prevent; dead,ſporting in the 
Vater, a faithleſſe element, where a thouſand and 4 thouſand haue without any ſuch purpoſe 
ferabed; dead , among the youth of the Court , with whom daily be diſperted bjmſelfe, His 
Mne meer motion bare um into the water, the brauery of bis youth cauſed him ty dally euen 
ndenger it-ſelſe , without any poſubility to diuert bim , and his owne mishap bath drowned 
« It ts to tye me to hard conditions, if Aiexandra wil make me both accountable for the 


pe juutbful leuities of her ſonne, as if 1 were his gouernour , and of the ſrayle inconſtancy of ele« 


Meats, a5 if I were Lord of them, 

This pernicious ſpirit ſpake this with ſo much grace and probabilicy,that 
he gayned many harts : So much force hath eloquence cuen inthe hands of 
niquity, Behold him now on the ſhore our of peril , remayning in Anthony*s 
Court in al liberty,to attend the ſentence of his iuſtifcation. In the meane 
Ume,being ( as he was) wiſe and liberal in al occaſions, by force of prefents 
be purchaſcd the harts of the chicfe , and made al the accuſation of Cleopatra 

appears 
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appeare to be the paſſion of a woman i! aduiſed, Marke Antony himſelfe (aily 
Cleopatra ſhe did i) to entermeddle ſo much with forraigne Kingdomes , wy 
that if ſhe rooke this courſe, ſhe would raiſe enemies preiudicial tO he 
eſtate. That Herod being aKing, it was not fitto vſe him like aſabieg, ay 
that it would be her happinefle rather to haue him a freind , theny 
Enemy, 

As theſe things were handled in Antonye's Court, the Queene Mariamne yy 
her mother Alexandra ceaſed not to be obſerued by the ſollicous dilipeng 
of the mother and ſiſter of Herod. Ioſeph his vncle played the Gaoler, and of 


ſtupidity in Toſeph yiſited Queene Mariamre , ſometime to treate ſome affaires with her, ſon, i hin 
vacle of Herod. time in the way of complement. This man began to burnelike a butterfly * Oy 
the eyes of this incomparable beauty,and much affected her,although heyy ren: 
himſclfe farre off from al manner of hope. Notwithſtanding he found ſong plat 
contentment to haue fixed his affection in ſo eminent a-place. T his paſſyſ one 
made him fooliſh and fulot babble, hauing already rudenefle enough of ji tn 
owne nature , which made him vtter ſtrange extrauagancies. For one chy 
there being occaſion to ſpeake of Hered's atfeftion to Mariamne his wife, uM p'9 
xandra the mother mocked thereat in an exorbitant faſhion,and indeed ſony if the 
what too bitter, according to her cuſtome. Ioſeph, who was deſirous to eng chai 
cayne the Queene in the good fauour his Maiſter , were it out of folly oi for 
drunkeneſſe,ſayd : Madame , your mother Alexandra may tel you what pleaſerh lil v4 
But to gue you a cleare and ample teſttmony of King Herod your husband his lone , ky if 29d 
that in caſe he happen to be put to death, he hath commanded me to kl you, not being vl Cl 
abide in the other world wukout your company. At theſe words the poorel whi 
looked pale wirh horrour. Out Alas, the frantike man ( ſayd 4lexandrain wi 9: 
hart ) what wil hedoe liuing , if afcer death he intend to deſtroy thoſe viyhſ #0 
are yet aliue? bar 
Inthe meanetime many bruits (the dreames of the crednlous) werghnl den 
through Hieruſalem, that Herod was dead, that Marke Antony had cauſed hiny " 
beexecuted , he being conuicted of the murder of Ariſtobulus; whetherthtk oF 
rumours were dinulged by Herod's enemies, or whether himfelfe cauſedtht bt 
to be ſecretly buzzed to try the face and diſpoſition of the times, Then 4; | 
Mariamue ſcemed to belieue nothing ; Alexandra grew paſſionate , andbatd > 
likea hawke on the pearch,entrearing loſeph with al poſſible ſupplications pr 
woul; remoue them from Court, and con:lud rhem to the Court of Guilli 
of the-Roman Legions , diſpoſing them into the hands of Coloucl 1uliys, fre ho 
thence to paſſe to Marke Antony ; for ſhe vehemently defired this Princemig on 
ſec her daughter, perſwading hetſelte that ſo ſoone as he ſhould beholdh pita 


Rerurne of Herod, 


he would be taken with her beauty, and doe any thing in her fauour. Thet bein 
intentions being oblike , were vahappy inthe ſucceſle, and al Alexandraspi | 
ſutes ſerued her for no other purpoſe but to vent her paſſion, 


Inthe end Herod returneth victorious, with authentike teſtimonies of = 
iuſtification and Antonye's amity,notwithſtanding the endeauours of Clegpun t9 - 
God reſeruing this parricide foralife like Cain,attended with a death mo offs 


dreadful. His mot! er and ſiſter fayled not preſently vpon his arriualtoſens 
him vp a diſh of their owne dreſſing,and to tel him the defigne which Ale 


dra had to put herſelfe into the power of the Komans, Salome, enuious agaith gone 
Mariamne euen to fury,ſteeping her ſerpentine tongue inthe gal of blackſ her f; 
der , accuſe-j her of ſome ſecret familiarity with 1oſeph; whereupon Herod, make 
was extremely jcalous,thought in that very inſtant to ruine her, & ſodr {har - 
ing Mariamne aſide , he demanded of her from whence this correſpondent pate 
grew which She had contracted with loſeph ? The moſt chaſt Queene, right 
+ neuer went out of the liſtes of pat Ece,ſhewed herſelfe both with eye, vili helpe 
: Countenance, an41 word,to be ſo penetrated with this curſed calumny ,tl {vere 


wel the trayterous wretch perceiued how farre ſhe was alicnated from i 
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thoughts ; and verily being aſhamed to haue vttered ſuch words, heasked 
jon of her , bemoaning with ſcalding teares his credulity , gluing her 
many thankes for her fidelity , and making a thouſand proteltations of an 
exerlaſting affection: 52 | 
The good Lady,who was diſpleaſed to behold ſuch hypocriſ y,ſaid couertly 
to him, That truely it Was 41 argument of loue to his wiſe, to deſire hey company in the orher 
weld. He , who vnderſtood by halte a word , preſently perceiued what ſhe 
would ſay , and entred into ſuch deſperate fury,that he ſcemedas a mad man, 
rearing his beatd and hayre of his head, and crying out loſeph had betrayed 
him, and that it was apparent he had great correſpondence with. Mariamne, 
otherwiſe ſo enormous brutiſhneſſe would neuer haue eſcaped any man, asto 
reveale ſuch a ſecret. Thereupon he commandeth loſeph Gould be killed in the 
place.to ſerue as a victime at his returne,not conſenting to ſee him, nor heare 
onefole word of his iuſtification. It was a great chance he had not at thar 
time finiſhed the ſacrifice of his intemperate cruelty , and thar to ſatisfy hig 17 
chymerical humour he had not put Mariamne to death, But the irrefragable s 
proofs of her innocency , and the impatient ardours of his loue, withheld 
the ſtroke ; onely ro make the ſparkles of his choller fly further off, he gif. 
charged it vpon Alexandra, ſhutting her vp for a time, keeping her a-part 
fromthe Queene her daughter, and doubtleſly reſoluing with himſelfe , it 
wasin her ſhop , where al rheſe counſels plotred for his ruine were forged 
2nd fyled. "7 FEISS | 
_ time after , Herod ſaw himſelfe embarked in another buſineſſe Troublefome s£ 
whichhe thought ro bear leaſt 4s perilous as the former. Marke Anthony , who faires of Herod, 
alwayes had lent his ſhoulderro vnder-prop him, after he had fora longtime | 
ſtroven againſt the fortune of Augnſtus Ceſar, fel rothe ground in the Attiake 
battel,ending his hopes and life with a moſt mournful cataſtrophe.This acci- 
dent truck the Tyrant more then one wouid thinke, ſeeing his ſupport rui- 
ned, his affaires, which he ſuppoſed rohaye been fo wel eſtabliſhed, inone 
night difſolued;and that he had him for an enemy , who was ina faire way to 
become Emperour of the world; His freind's and enemies iudged him as a 
bſtman: He, who already had eſcaped ſo many ſhipwracks, deſpairethnor at 
Jinthis extremity , but reſolues to ſeeke out Ceſar, who was then at Rhodes, 
andproſtrate himſelfe at his feet. But before he ſet aſtep forward, he did an 
a&wholy barbarous and inhumane, 1586 
Hitcanws,the true and lawfulKing,who by hi s ſweetnefle and facility had firſt MoRt lamentable 
niſed Ancipater, & afterward ſaued Herod's life, ſeating him in the Regal throne deathof Hircanus} 
to the preiudiceof his owne allyes, was as yct aliue , worne euenwithdecre. 
pitnefle, for he now waſt paſt 8©, yeares of age. The Tyrant fearing leſt he, 
being the onely remainder of the bloud Royal, ſhould againe be reeſtabliſhed * 
inthe throne, by the ſuppliant requeſt of the people who much affeRed his 
innocency ; ſceing him alteady vpon the brinke of his graue,threw him head- 
lbnginto it, tearing out his ſoule with brutiſh violence, which he was ready 
tyeald vp ro nature. Some held this was meere cruelty without any colour 
of juſtice, wherewith this diabolical Prince was wontto palliate his a&ions, 
Others write, that Hircanw dayes were ſhortned vpon this occaſion. 
. Aexadra being not able to put off her ambitis bur with her skin,ſeeing Herod Ambition of Ale: 
gone vpon a voyage fro which it was likely he ſhould neuer returne, ſollicites xandra caufeth the 
her father Hircanus , ſhewes hiro the time is come wherin God wil yet againe 9cathother fa- 
Make his venerable age flouriſh in Royal purple; The Tyrant is inuolued in —_ 
ſhares , from which he can never free himſelfe, Fortune knockerh at the 
il gate of Hircanws to reſtore the Diademe ,, which is due to him by Þbirth- 
Wight, and taken away by tyranny. It onely remaineth that he 2 litle 
"Wl helpe himſelfe , and his good hap wil accompliſh the reſt. Hircanss att 
” {vereth her ; Danghter , the time is come wWherin I should rr thinks of my 
graus 
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graue,then « Regal throne, Tou know what opinion 1 had of greatneſſ einan age & condi 
wherin rightfully I might cherish it . I voluntarily forſooke it preferring repoſe beſore y th 
crownes of the world .Now that I am in the hauen, would you recal me io the ſtormety 
rer,leaue ſuch words; 1 baue ſeen too many miſeries, ſpeake rome of my graue, not of ſcepy, 
Alexandt a replied,that although in his owne perfor he not at al pretengy 
fo life, nor to the fortune of the liuing, he notwithſtanding ought not tore. 
gle& his bloud, but permit iuſtice ro be done, and meddle with nothing i "4 
but by wtiting a word or two to Malichw the Lieutenant of Arabia, who way i is 
ayd him with money and forces, as much as ſhould be needful, In concluj 
he was bound to ſaue both his daughter and grand-child from the ravegiy MW vv 
recth of this Tyger, She deafened his eares with ſo many reaſons, thar in th fret 
end he yealded, and treateth with Malichus , who ſhould ſafe-conduR himwig Ml P? 
a'good troup of horſe. The letters ate put intothe hands of one called pyfily dif 
a coſen of Ioſeph ( whom Herod lately had cauſed to be maſſacred)ro be withy ff 11" 
ſafety delivered. But the perfidious wretch betraying the bloud of his gl, fur 
and the fortune of Hircanus, inſtead of carying the letter fairhtully to Mal 
deliuered it into Herod's hands , who commandeth to require an anſwer wi 9 
bring it to him, thereby to diſconer the praciſe thereof, and vnderſtand ty 
Arabian's purpoſe, He faileth not to promiſe Hircanw al aſſiſtance, inuiting hin 1% 
with much earneſtnes to be with him as ſoone as poflible. Herod hauing diſc 


uered the whole plot, ſends for Hircanws , and askes if he receiued notſo Ml #! 
letters from Malbus? Yes , anſwered he : but they containe nothing but con Wl 11 
plement, The othet demanded , Had you not fome preſent with thoſe letteyM 
He confeſſeth that verily Melichw had preſented him with foure horſes yl '** 
draw his coach. Thereupon without any other forme of proceſſe, the Tyr * 
made this venerable old man to be murdered, embrewing the hoary hayrezyM # 
the bloud of him, who had been a foſterer, a father, a proteRour of him, ii] Bind 
al. Then after he trad empriſoned Alexandra and Mariamne in a ſtrong fort, wil ”" 
der the cuſtody of loſeph his treafurer & Sobemms the Iturean,he gocs direQlyy whic 
Rboges,leauing the abſolute charge ofhis Kingdome to his brother Pheras, Ml 9a 
Alexandra and © The hiſtory telleth not the ſorrow of the Queene and her mother forth her 
Mariamne priſon- death of Hircanxs. It is probable al was a long time concealed , as from fid bork 
ncrs, who were held in a ſtraightpriſen;, and had conuerſation with no man. ge Wh #19! 


dra gnawed her bridle of impatience: Marianme reſiſted the dul languiſhmaniy 

of this captiuity with a generous conſtancy, and endeauoured to fweetnlii | 
 :..* thedifcontents of her mother . Al ber comfort was in God : For how eoillfiff Prile 
the ſpeake or thinkeof any thing els? My God (faid ſhe ) you ſteep al creatmaſelſfl ,, ? 
wie in wormewood, 1f1l brertofore bane lowed them , and ſucked ſome ſweerneſſe fron h 
world, for 41 ounce of houty you haue giuen me a pound of gul.From the time 1 began robin This 

4 d1aderne oh my bead, I bane felt nothing but thornes , and Royalty hath been norhingun 

but a ſpectous ſlanery . My God, how long Shel it continue? Shal we net behold that bright ly 

fo shine oney our beads, which is perpetually in it's Eaſterne viſmg, which may dry vp our tm 

and breakimg the bands of our captiuity, place vs in Abrahi's boſome,the liberty ofthealif 
 'Theſe'poore Ladics ftayed there, perpetually penit vp between horrid wh 

; beholding nothing brit rocks and ſauage wildernefſes , which to tl 
ſorrow ſcemed to refound compaſſion, They knew not in whar ſtare the worl 


' was, thuchlefle the affaires ofCourt. Areuery ſeaſon the Gaoler cametorih 0 © 

ſir them , they expe&ed nothing but newes of their death, The Guard intel ©pc 

beginning ſheiwed themſclnes ſeuere-in their countenances , and reſerned iſ 11. 

their- words, ; al was ful of horrour , affrightment , and melancheh what 1 

Mariamne confer-filence. In the end ( for thete is no iren' but wil be foftned in ti Irie 
reth with Sohe: fire ) Sobemw viſiting them more oft, according to the commiſſion he 2 hiv fa 
_ felt fiery arrowes fly from the eyes of Mariamne,ſoſharp that theyrranſfxedbiſ */cnc 


hartwith compaſſion, iudging'ita hard thing tohold a Queene in capriult 
who was ableto enthral al harts with fo 'many fupcreminent excellenciess 
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keauen had conferred vpon her, He began to ſhew her a pleafing counte- 
nance , and Mariamne ſeeing him one day in a good humour tooke confidence 
thereby to know ſome newes of the other world, Sohemns, { ſaid this Lady to 
him ) you 10W behold ys 11 4 moſt woe ful ſtate : and much ynworthy our qualities; but the 
lay perhaps wil come the ſtore may blow oner. Miſe buje and miſery knock not alwayes 
at ne and the ſame gate. You know who I am , andihat in obliging me, you engage not an 
mnable creature, much leſſe an vngrateful. Tel vsin a word , to what end doth King Herod 
hold vs heere., and vf what tondition are the aſſaires of the times? 

Schemws at theſe words felt his hart aſſaulted with moſt violent counter. 
buffes : on the one ſide herepreſented ro himſclfe the auengement of Herod, 
freſhly exemplified in loſephzon the other fide he was ſo rouched with com- 

afſion of thoſe words this noble Lady ſpake ro him , that the ice of his harr 
diſſolned and began already ro cuaporate through his eyes, Mariamne finding 
him wauer,ſpake boldly :Soremus,it us 4 word which can no what preiudice You,being 
ſured vp in deep ſilence , and whi, h may much aduantage vs for the ſecuruy of our affaires. 

Sobemus , ſuppoſing eyther that Herod neuer would returne againe in the 
quality ofaKing , or that he being vnder the protection of Mariamne might 
aly worke his reconciliation, openeth his hart vnto her , and ſaith: Madame, 
Iput my ſecrets and life into your hands ; yea I deſire to dye before euer I vndertah e to execute 
thi barbarous comm.and which Herod hathimpoſed ypon me , in caſe the affaires he negocia- 
tech at this time with Cxlar ſucceed not according to bis with, And what u it? ( ſaith Ma- 
riamne to him .) Madame, I tremble onely to thinke of it : It is 4 matter , which concer= 
xtbjour life, My freind (replieth the good Queene ) it is his ordinary guize, 
heenioined his vncle 1oſeph as much vpon his firſt voyage. Bur is there no 
meanesto deliuer vs from this? Sohemws anſwereth, that Pheroras brother of 
Hrmd had charge of the Kingdome, and he being a manextremely diftruſtfu], 
ever had his eye vponſodaine ſurprizals. Wel then (ſaid this poore Princeſfſe) 
wemuſt dye : on what ſide ſoeuer I turne me , I bebold nothing but the image of death , with 
which L am already growne acquainted. Sohemus comtorted: her with his beft en- 
dewour, But ſhe then ſhutring vp her eares fromal earthly comfort opened 


herharr to celeſtial contemplations,daily more and more purifying her ſouls 


bothin the water of teares, and in the boiling furnace of afflitions, O the 
prouidenice of God ! Thar 1s trne, which the Scripture faith: Your wayes are 
uw in the abyſſe, and your pathes on the waters. Who could diſcouer ſuch tracks, 
whilſt this moſt chaſt and innocent Queene amidſt the darke obſcurity of a 
priſon, daily drowneth one part of her litein teares? 


Herod who was now embarked, al bloudy with maſſacre committed on Arrinal of Herod 
the perſon of Hircarw, found the ſea, winds,men,and al his affaires ſuccefſeful. at Rhodes, 


This Proteus, who made his wit comply with al accidents, ſeeing he could not 
conceale the ſeruice which he had done for Marke Anthony, cuer playing the 
dogſleeping vnder the feet of his fortune, reſolued to colour and cloke them 
with the mantle of vertue. He knew Auguſtus was aPrince borne to goodnefle, 
generous, 1uſt, and that he endeauourcd to make faithful ſeruants inthis chage 
ofaffaires, which he began to vndertake ; he deceiues him vnder the ſhadow 
of vertue,with rhe colour of conſtancy,and pretext of fidelity.Behold he pre- 
fenteth himfelfe to the Emperour, and ſpeakes intheſe termes: 


0 Great Augiſtus, behold heere my perſon and crowne at Your feet: 1t is good reaſon that His ſpeach to Aus 
Aepend vpon your Gre atneſſe, ſince God is pleaſed to put the Empire of this vuinerſe into Your Uſtus. 


hands, For mine owne part 1 can not deny what 1 baue been, no more then 1 wil diſſemble 
What 1 oughe ro be,c what 1 wil be. I baue bitherto been a great freind of Marke Anthon y: 
Ir srrue;and bad be belieued me as hebathdone Cleopatra bis Miſtreſſe, you, Czlar, had ſele 
how fare i ws your enemy , and he bow much 1 was bis freind.; But this miſerable Prince 


(ſeed by this creature, tooke money of me, and counſel of ber,ro deftroy, m ſo doing ;his for. 
We, an% t.a9ſe yours vpon his owne iumes.l baue followed him cxen to the brinke of the grave, 


Y a and 


<baw I WV 


Accuſation and 
pitriful death of 
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414d not ſallen thercin , fince my death could nothing aduance his ſeruice, He i; in thy 


flare and condition , wherm 1 am able to render him nought but teares. Toyou ( © Czly 


are dHc the ſeruices which 1 tender with much hartineſſe, :f you sbal pleaſe ro accept they X 


fs condurron, that you en force me not eyther to heare or ſpeak euil of my old Maſter , why 
berg nvlonger able to ſerue, I nerwithſtanding ougbr aſter death to loue, 

Auguſius rook pleaſure 1n this liberty, and thought this man was maþ 
of the wood wherof good ſeruitours are compoſed , not ſeeing the ſubtij 
ofthe foxe, who meaſured al according to his owne intereſts. He then takey 
the crowne which Herod had layd at his fect, and ct it on his head, ſaying, 
deſire you may liue peaceally m your Territory ; onely be fatthſul to me , as you baue bent 
Marke Anthony, Herod after this ſo tauorable acceſſe, ceaſed not tg 
himſclte forward into the grace of Auguſtus, by ſeeking out al occaſions to pra. 
cure it, and namely in the voyage the Emperour made into Xgypr, wherinh 
perpetually attended him , and performed many ſingular offices, This by. 
nc le ſo proſeperouſly diſpatched , he triumphantly returnerh into the City 
of Hieruſalem,to the amazement of the whole world. 

Heer it is that the vertuous Mariamne endeth her carreere , to ſerue 41 
ſacrifice in the lamentable triumphes of her husband. Let vs behold hoy 
this bright flameis extinguiſhed , we ſhal from thence expect no cuil od 
the good vapours of her life wil wayte vpon her cuen to death, So ſooney 
Hered was atrined in his capital Citty , he haſtneth to ſalute the Queene hy 

wife, whom he already had cauſed tobe ſet at liberty , being ſecure of hi 
affaires , and was the firſt brought her the newes of his happy ſucceſle inthy 
voyage. He was ſo puffed vp with his proſperities, that he could not cg, 
taine himſelfe, and the loue of ſo amiable an obiec ( which he then beheld 
his preſence after ſo many dangers ) did ſo vnlooſen his tongue in exceſleg 
vants,and ſuperfluity of words, thinking he made himſelfe very accept 
with ſuch imperrigencies. Mariamne much perplexedto heare him, andbe 
free and generous inal her ations, ſhewed notto take much pleaſure in 
his idle boaſtings, which paſſon likewiſe madeto appeare ſome-what chi, 
diſh. He thinking at the fir this was nothing bur atrifling humour of ne. 
lancholy , which would quickly vaniſh into ſmoak , flattercd her the moe 
with words, playing the wanton beyond his cuſtome, Vpon theſe dalliancy 
the poore Lady ſighed often, remembring her ſelte of the ſecret comman. 
ment very lately giuen to Sohemus. He wel ſaw by this her countenance fl 
was not content , and beginneth to enter into ſuſpicion that Sohemus had vid 
the like intemperance of tongue , as loſeph, He at that time knew not wha 
face toſet vpon it , ſo much-was he turmoiled: loue, anger, icalouly , ſuhi 
cion, drew him with foure horſes. He could not be angry, as he would, nd 
knew how to loue what he affe&ed. This proud ſpirit, vnacquaintcd howto 
bow vnder any one but to deceiue him , was aſhamed to behold himſclfedil. 
armed, and to become a counterfait in amorousg coutſhips, not ſo vſualto 
his nature.He then ſeeing this mommery ſucceeded not , was rhe more afflic 
ted , and thought it was timeto brandiſh his ſword. But loue proued of more 
forcethen anger, and withheld the ſtroke, He retired, ſhaking his head, anl 
muttering 1 know not what between his teeth; as curſing loue , which made 
him merciful in deſpite of his owne diſpoſition, Oftt alas! Can one find out! 
more ſpiteful hatred then in women againſt women, when icalouſy hath lay 
hold of their braine? Cypre , an Arabian by nation , mother of Herod, and Sala 
his ſiſter, ſeeing him ſo paſſionate , ceaſed not to blow the cole with theit 
tongues , and enkindle him with many calumnies , which the Tyrant 
partly belicued , yet could not ſodainly reſolue to giue the blow, He 
was long time debating with himſelke , without power to conclude 
any thing. 
Inte 
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In the end an vnhappy day comes, in which about noone, beingretired into \ 
kis chamber, he ſenderth for Mariamne, who inſtantly came thither; but coniu- 
gal rights being required of her, ſhe ſtuck inthe retuſal, ſaying the taw of na- 
ture torbad her to company with a man, who had murdered her father and 
brother, ſpeaking of her father Alexander; who by the purſuit of Herod had been 
oppreſſed by the Romans, and of her brother Ariſtobulus ſo cruelly ſmothered. 
Heer LoſepÞws TE Hiſtorian,after he had highly praiſed Mariamne,as 4 moſt chaſt 

acene, and truely endowed with an admirable faith(for ſuch are his words) 
exxcth her with a litle diſdaine , which was (as he ſaid ) engrafted in her na- 
tare, for that ſhe reie&ed the dalliances of her husband, Bur he that wil wet 
conſider how Herod had vſed her neereſt of kin , moſt vnworthily maſfacring 
them, and how holding the ſcepter from her houſe, he vſed her not inthe qua-: 
lity ofa Queen nor a wife, but of a poore ſacrifice, which he cauſed to be hue 
'p,commanding to murder her as oftenas he fel intoany danger of his owne 
life, for feare ſome other ſhould enioy her after his death, ſhal find the Lady 

had moſt iuſt cauſe to make him this anſwer, Herod notwithſtanding , who' 
would not affoard fuch liberty , was ſo moued with theſe words, as it was 2 
eat chance he had not layd violent haniJs vpon her , ſhewing by his eyes 
ſparkling with anger, his ſhril voice, and hands lifred vp, he would procced 
wforce: And as he ſtamped vp and downe, tranſported with rage, acting his 
xr like a fencer without Mariamne's reply to any one word , the perfidious 


zoe, thought it was now high time to ſtrike her ſtroke. She ſent a truſty Strange mifthiefs: 


ſeruant, w hom ſhe a long time had ſuborned, to cauſe him to depoſe a ca- 
lunny , as wicked as ridiculous; to wit , that Mariamne hauing a purpoſe to. 
giue Herod a loue-drinke, had addreſſed herſelfe to him, who.was cup-bearer. 
tothe King,to corrupt him with many promtſes,to which he neuer had gluen 
exe, For the reſt, he had ſuch inſtruction giuen him , that if perhaps Herod 
ſhould aske what this potion was, he ſhauld anſwer without further difficul- 
ty,itwas the Queenes inzention , and that hcerin ſhe one]y required the ſer-: 
uiceof his hand, bi 
This wicked fellow entred into the chamber in cold bloud , and very 
ſeriouſly makes oath heereof: whereupon Herod, who was already enkindled,; 
becomming more enflamed then euer , thought within himfelfe he muſt no 
longer wonder from whence theſe his impattences intoue proceeded. At that 
inſtant he cauſed an Ennuch to be layd hold on, one of the Queene's moſt 
truſty ſeruants; ſuppoſing nothing was done without his knowledge: Heput- 
tcthhim tothe torture, caufing him to be moſt cruelly tormented, of pur- 
poſe har his body very feeble, not being able ro endure the violence of tor- 
tures, and on the other fide hauing nothingto ſay againſt his good Lady, in 
whoſe conuerſation he had nener perceiued any thing but honour and vertue, 
ould for along time remaine in very great perplexities. Inthe end he ler 2 
word fal, ſay$ng he had ſeen Sohemus talke along while in fecret with Queene 
Miriam , as framing ſome relation to het, and that after this very time, hs 
wel perceiued ſhe was troubled. Herod had no ſooner heard this word : It is 
=ough ſaid he, take him fromthe torture , and let Sohemw be called, Sohemus 
knew nothing what had paſſed, and tiued in great contentment; hauing very 
lately obtained a good gouernment by the. Queenes retommendations : He 
Was wholy amazed ; they layd hold vpon him , and would enforce him to 
confeſſe the diſcourſe which he had with Mariamne during this ſpecious 
empriſonment, But he perſiſting in denyal , is maſtacred in: the place; 
Herod retired into his cabbined ; drinking in deep draughts the gal 
and poyſon of his deadly choller , and contriuing in his hart the fury 
Which he ſoone after was to ſhew in publike : Fot without giuing any truce 
to his ſpirit , he affembled his priuy Counſel , and ſendeth for the Queen; 
vio expected nothing lefſe then ſuch proceeding. This monſter, who at- 
Y 3 wayes 


Death of Sohennys, 
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wayes endeanoured to giue colour of iuſtice to his moſt exorbitant agiggy: 
beginneth a long ſpeach , which he had prepared at leiſure, and while eyy 
one was in horrour and filence,not knowing what would be the cataſtropjy ſl wer 
of the Tragedy , except the couragious Marianne, who was armed with agjy, 
uincible conſtancy againſt alexigents , he ſpeaketh vnto them in ſuch hy, 
. words : 
. SIRS, It ſeemeth God wil counterpoyſe the proſperities of my ſtate, by the miſſy 
nnraryTaleon gy of my bouſe 1 baue found ſafety in winds and tempeſis, in ſo many pameful voyages h _ 
vndertaken, ſo many thorny affaires , which 1 baxe ended, to find a ſtorme in 1) my 
Palace. Tow are not ignorant bow I baue cherisbed the whole family of Hircanus withiy 
boſome,in a lamentable time , when it was indecay and confuſion : for recompence wh 
5f I bad batched the egs of a ſerpent , I baue got nothing but hifſes and poy ſon, God know 
how often 1 baue difſembled, and how often | haue cured my ſelfe Fy patience. Notwithſiy, 
ding 1 cannot ſo barden my hart, but that it may be ſoftned,, and euer become penetrablen; 
new wound, Bebold the Queene my wife , who following the ſteps of her mother, i 
Teady to drſquiet my repoſe. As ſoon 4 1 was returned from the voyage ſo ful of danger, wy 
know , 1 brought her newes of rhe happy ſucceſſe of my affames : She sbewing the litle acazy 
she made both of my ſtate and perſon , at that time heard me with fo great diſdaine, that wig 
endeauonr of courteſy ſooner | vſed , neuer could I extort from her pride one good word, ti 
afterward not contenting herſelf therewith , she proceeded to very bloudy iniuries , whill 
loge better ro conceale, for the honour of your cares, and come to deeds, Beheld one of ny ſu, 
ful ſeruants, who teftifiech , she would baue ſubborned bim to give me 4 loue-potion, tomy 
poyſon, of purpoſe to turne my braine , 07 take away the life which God reſerneth fun 
acknowledge the many good offices , whichyou al in general , and each ons #1 particulethy 
affoarded me. Thus you ſee how 1 am returned , my bead crowned with lawrel, bonowndal 
courted by the prime men of the world, to ſerue as 4 = for the malice, and a marks ſui 
treachery of « woman, whom 1 cannot reclaime by the force of loue nor benefits , no mani 
if she were 4 Lyoneſſe Conſider what you ought doe, 1 deltuer ber into the hands of your inf, 
not willing to dire my ſelfe-heerin by my owne aduiſe, tothe end poſterity may knoy tit 
n my proper intereſts are euer ſeated beneath the truth, 994 
Herod ſpeaking theſe words , would ſeeme lefſe paſſionate , putting altw. 
tures vpon his natural diſpoſition, plyable enough : But he notwithſtand 
ſo vehemently fretted,thar al the Counſel knew wel he was in heat of cholly 
and that his purpoſe was no other but toruine the poore Queene. She isfuw. 
Admirable modef- moned to anſwer at that inſtant , without an Aduocare. The glorious 4may, 
ty of thepoors Grand-ghild of the Machebees, and. Inheritrix of their patience, being prelty 
_ red before this wicked tribunal, 28. yearcs before the comming of the Sonte 
of God, did then, what he afterward taught vs moſt remarkeably by hit 
ample:Neuer from her mouth was heard one ſyllable of impatiece, neuerdi 
ſhe vſe one ſole word of recriminartion; & being able ro declare tothe Cour 
ſel a thouſand and a thouſand outrages , receiued in her ſ{elfe, and the perſoy 
of her neereſt allyes ,; ſhe ſwalloweth al theſe bitternefles with a patient 
more then humane: Only,ſaith ſhe, thatas concerning the eflential Arrickd 
this accuſation, to wit, : | 
The loue-potion, which w as obiefted againſt her,it was a thing in the indgement of alt, 
who would cruely weigh it , ver) farre from ber thought :. fince she bad alwajes more fean 
King Herod's loue, then hatred. Laftly, that she made no reckoning of life, wherein sWhl fl +. - 
ſuffered teo-much ſorrow ,ea much leſſe of the Court , from whence she nener receind b 
contentment; and that if they would oppreſſe her by falſe teſtimonies , it was eaſy to gain ge 
__ - Tory of one who made no reſiſtance ;, more eaſy to take the Diademe from ber head , uM : 
head from ber thoulders;but moſt bard to bereane ber of the reputation of 4 Princeſſe of bow, "S 
which she bad of her Anceſtours, & would carry to her tomb. | 
NJ . The poore creature was like afilly ſheep inthe Lyons throar,or among tit 
pawes of many wolues:They proceeded to ſentence,al tended co baſencſle. IF Þ, | 
was {ſuppoſed the King was willing to be rid of her,and that ſufficed, Nev! . 


Was 
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þ lik . ya dy man, and commandeth ſhe ſhould be kept ina priſon of the Palace, 


cerdi{patehed ro the good Queen, who brought her the newes of the al 
284 +2097" AM . rub | Invincible pas 
| howet other life; ſaluring her with a low reuexence,and ſaying: Madame, tince, and ved 


+ : . 


th.you muſt preſently dye. She withoatany diſturbance ſaid: Lee gqmiratie, 
wy fremd-) it cannot be ſo ſoone for King Herod, but it wil be as. Late for me: 
indie This-word , ſhe (et forward , and went directly to the place of 
exiencion, without chage of colour, hauing a ſweet aſpeR, which drew tcares 


(rom the whole world, | 
Tocrowneher patience, as ſhe wasready toreceiuethe ſtroke of death, 
texzadra, her owne mother, the companion of her impriſonment, the Guar- 
diznof her thoughts, who had cuer been one hart with her, betraying bloud, 
mture,and al piety by __—_— trick of ſtate,therby auoiding Me ſuſpi- 
gon of Herod as conſcAting to her daughters humour , came to charge her g,,1.,ous a& of 
with moſt bloudy iniuries and ir was a great chance ſhe had not taken this Alexandra, 
ed) by the hayre,to dreg her vp and downethe pauement ; ſaying to 
with the foame of boyling choller , That sbe was wicked, and extremely prowd, 
ad wel deſerned to dye in that manner, by shewing herſelfe refratiary to ſo good a busband. 
Behold verily the greateſt indignity which could happen in ſuch an acci. 
dent. There is no better hony , nor worſe ſting, then that of bees; no better 
amities,nor greater iniuries, then of allyes,The parti: ept, Marjamne only made 
bes thi? anſwer. :. Mother , leg my (cute paſſe in peace , which elready'is vpon my lips, and 
jreplle not the vepoſe of my dearb; and with a generous ſilence, ſhutring her mouth Heroike Glencs 
ypto further replyes,and opening herhartto God, the onely witnefle of her : 
Ignveency, moſt ynwortbily yſed, ſtretched our her heck to the exceutioner, 
toleale with her bloud the [aſt teſtimonies of her patience. FE | 
 hſepbus ſpeaketh nor expreſly enough 6f the puniſhment , ſhe doubtteſfe wp yieryful 
being executed-in the manner at that tyme oxdinary , which was :to behead death, 
offenders of thar quality. This day-break? which bare tif inthe rayes thereof = 
lvy andrefreſhment rothe poore afflicted fqules, thtqugh the hofrible con- 
fuions of tyranny was then extin& in her bloud. Yeathe cyes of al the ſtan- 
dey by bathedlinteates,behel her in hert6clypſe vhtnthar forthtad ful of 
Royal Maieſty was ſeen couragiouſly to affront omg dexth,which 
maketh the mofk confident'to tremble; and when rhis'alabaſtef heck was | 
Rrerched out. and bowed vnderthe ſhining ſtegle; yo be ſeperattd:fram this What horroke, 
auteous body, a ſhivering horrour crept into the bones of al the behol- 
9, and there was no rock ſo hard which affoarded nbrtheiwarer afteares, 
efore ſhe powred out her bloud. The head,was ſepexated from the, bady,and 
body from the ſoule: Bur the ſoule neuer ſhal bef{tuided from God, ray- 
ling to death ſuch a trophey of patience, The limbs lay al Cot s agd Rtiffe 
extended on the place,and the voyce of innocent bloud, which already pene- 
tated the clowds to aske vengeance of God, was inſtantly heard,as you ſhal 
eſſe. Y0erſtand: onely 1 beſeech you ſtay to behold the pourtrai@ and elogie of 


the good Queen by vs here inſerted. 
Neu , MARIAMNE 
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'. Fortune a heaucnly beauty did engage 

Þ- Toa fel busband, who throuzh boundleſſe rage, 
*. Prattix'd fierce tyranny , and foule debate, 

4 "As wel in loue, as in his Royal ſtate, 

be She liu'd on gal, vpon the ſword 5he dyd, 

Ei Soone in the Lamb 5 bloud to be purifyd. 

74 The Croſse ſo to preuent , in paynes partake 

Bu With patient God ; mishaps thrice-happy make; 
= Which after death immortalize her ſtory, 

Ei 4nd from her body take leſ5e bloud then glory, 
= Thus from the world this holy Qucene remou'd, 
EY * Breathes forth affeftions to her God belowd, 

i 4nd her great ſoule to heau'n i ſilence reares, 
Purg'd m her flame , and washed with'her teares: 
Who brauely (o both liue;, aad leaueth breath, 
Makes of dying life , a liuing death, | 


of al honour, as ſoone as ſhe rendred vp her ſoule, as it he had been 

ſtrucken by ſome inuiſible dart, cryed out with griefe, and ſaid, he ,. , of tical 
done an a& worthy the wrath of God ;then dreadtully howling, he after the death 
v\- teaſeleſly inuoked the memory and name of the poore dead creature , to of Matiamne, 
: whom he by his ſorrowes cowld not againe reſtore , what had been taken 
from her by the ſword of the executioner, Whereſouer he weat he ſti] was 
xcompanyed the image of his crime, ftil rormented and affayled with black 
fries, monſters;and hydeons ſights. He tried al ſorts of feltiual entertayn= 
ments,dancings, and delights, ro divert this 11, but it ſtil augmented ; in ſuch 
fort that he was enforced to abandon al the affaires of his Kingdome, though 
te had been very eager and ardent inthis employment, and became inthe 
ning thereof doltiſh and dul, not knowing what he did:For often in the 
tyme of dinner he ſpake to his ſeruants , and commanded them to cal the 
ne, as if ſhe had been yet liuing ; they ſlipped afide without making 
Ulwer, and the whole Court was drenched in terrour and fiience. In the 
end,not being able any longer to endure the wales of his Palace,as if they had 
Worayded him with his cruelty , heran into the forreſts like a mad man, 
where he got a ſtrange malady of the mind, and fo horrible a frenzey that 
the Phyfit1ans were to ſeeke,ſaying freely,it wasa blow from heauen. God, 
mho yet reſerued him for greater calamities , would not at that tyme take 
Way his life. The wicked mother Alexandra , who ſo outragiouſly had com- HS 


Playned of her daughter vpon the ſcaffold, inſtantly dyed,taſting the _— 
NEne 


T HE diſloyal husband, who ſo inhumanely had treated a Lady worthy 
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nefſe of death, and looſing her glory. Laſt of al followeth a plague, wh; 
rooke away euen many of Herods Counſellours,and al that was nothing ol 
the ſcourge of heauen , in auengement of this death ſo deplorable, and na, 
ſuficiently lamented, | | | 
The fonnes of Ma= Mariamne of her chaſt wedlocke left two ſonnes to Herod, Alexander & 4; 
riamneorcd at bulus, who were very yong, able to ſuffer much in tyme to come, but ast\,.i 
_—_ incapable ot feeling their owne miſcries. Herod to take from them the, 
of this cruel tragedy, and to rayſe them likewiſe by the degrees of goodehy 
, cation to the glory of his ſcepter, happily puts them aſide, and ſends they t 
Rome, to be bred in the Court of Auguſtus Ceſar,held at that time the Acaq 
of Kings,and prime ſchoole of the world. Some yeares being paſled, he hat; 
defire to make a voyage into Italy toſalute Ceſar , and by that oportunity (y 
his children, whom he found excellently trayned, and {o accompliſhed, th 
he purpoſed with the. good leaue of Ceſar, tocarry them back into 1w 
which he did.Theſe yong Princes returning into Ieruſalem with Hered,rauiſhy 
al the people with admiration, They were of a gallant preſence, ſtraigh 
active , quick ſpirited, couragious inthe exerciſe of armes, wel ſpoken, 
ble, as louely as the perſon of the Father was odious. Men looked on thengMhunt 
one would vpon the two ſtarres of Caſtor and Pollux,after a ſtorme;they rey, antip 
niſhed al with alacrity , and ſeemed already to win al harts, to approue thr WMhunt 
titles tothe Crowne. Thoſe notwitſtanding,who retained the memory oft ſpon 
viage of poore Mariamne their mother,could not abſtaine from teares, hint 
Calumny is plot- Pheroras brother of Herod, and Salome his ſiſter, who both had dipped thy{Mprop 
ted againſt them; fingers inthe bloud'of the innocent Queene , entred into affrightments wile 
apprehenſions vnſpeakable ,ſceing the bloud they had ſhed , ſhould one whſ{cen. 
ſway ouer their heads : Wherefore they began ſilently to calumniate then Wof li 
and cauſed by truſty inſtruments many bruits to paſſe into the eares of ln Bcho 
which intimated, That rhe Princes his ſonnes , in conſideration of their ny Migyn 
thers wrong”, had a great auerſion from the father , and that they new{Wmorc 
ſeriouſly would affe& him,Herod, who as yet inthe heat of his affe<&ion, uMWagiir 
neuer could be ſatisfyed with beholding them , gaue no credit to this Wdrew 
lumny.But rather ſeeing them now vpon the confines of maturity, ſoughtuWalwa 
match them highly, plotting for Alexander the daughter of Archelaus,King MR With 
Cappadocia , named Glaphyra , which was afſented vnto ;and for Ariſtobulw iether, 
cauſed him to marry the daughter of Salome his cozen germain , ſo plailtryﬀſ#9dc 
ouer the domeſtike enmities, which euer after found many factions. 4luW'hem 
der and Ariſtobulus conuerſed togeather with great freedome, and vitenlWV: 
whatſocuer they had vpontheir harts, ſpeaking of the death of thcir morke{'!Wir 
in ſuch manner, that they ſhewed a great reſſeatment thereof. Pheroras al{Mtiatt 
Salome , cloſe-biting and watchful, ceaſed not prouoke them to ſpeach,aiſ*tec 
wharſocuer they ſaid, either through vanity,or ſleight diſpoſition to ang {4940 
or inthe liberty of ſecrecy , was inſtantly by a third perſon related toth|Wtveir 
eares of Herod. The ſubtile Salome holding ſtil a power vpon her mati of fig 
daughter, who was a ſimple creature , pur her vpon the rack totel hr 8 
that her husband and her brother 1n law had ſpoken in the priuacy of thet aſty 
mutual conuerſation. She then recounted the words theſe poore Princs vc! 
had through ſimplicity and brauery ſpoken, to wit, that Ariftobulus vanteſ, = 
hzmſelfe, | he Kingdome belonged to the children of Mariamne, as to thelitt Inhis 
'of thetrue Queene as for Herods other ſonnes , who were ſpread abroadiſ *Wl 
very great number ( for he had nyne or ten wiues ) that he might mak Ting; 
Regiſters ofthem in ſome petty Townes, and that they ſhould doe welt affai 
learne to write and read. She added, that Alexander ſazd in boaſting, he'ws bare, 
a better man then his father, notwithſtanding that conuerſing with him, wh 
ſeeing himgf a iealous humour, he reſtrained himſelfe, as ina ſcabbard, 
durſt not diſcoucr himſclfe for teare he ſhould giue him ſome ſuſpfcions teſer 
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> WhichMWpis power. That hunting or walking with Herod, he didas it were bow and 
Ing beſM-catra& himſelfe rogeather, that he might not appeare taller then his father: 
nd newiW.yar if he were to ſhootin a bow , he purpaſely made himſelfe vnskilfal, 


herby to take al occaſion of cnuy from him, It was a natable a& of wiſe- 
metro doe it, but a great folly of youth to breath out many wards, as 
mocently ſpoken, as rreacherouſlly interpreted; and aboue al an infinit fim- 
alicity to commit their ſecrets to a woman, whole hart is as fitto keep what 
ie ought to conceale,as a fiueto hold water. 

When Pheror4s and Saleme had along time filled the eares of Herod withtheſe 
triſling reports , ſecing the ſuſpicion began to rake footing in his mind, aud 
thatthe affection of a farther cooled towards his children , they ſtruck the 
iron while it was hot, and wiſhed him ſeriouſly to take heed of his ſannes, for 
they ſpake big, and had boldly ſaid, Thatal thoſe who were embrewed in 


& Arif 
* ASthey 
he en ; 
od edu, 
them ty 
Cade 

he we, 
nity 
d tha 


 Iuly Mtheir mothers bloud , ſhould nor carry the punithment into the other world: 
ail for verily as they were vexed vpon the remembrance of the dead, ſuch like 
traigh {MW words had eſcaped them, Herod was much amazed at this liberty, and rhoughr bE- 
ena Mhemuſt reprefſe their boldnefſe by ſome counterpoyſe. What doth he ? To Theyong Antipa- 
themaMW humble the harts of theſe Princes, he ſele&eth among his children one called 
y rept. WY antiperer , his ſonne by Doris , nothing noble, and who had ſhametully been 
ue ther hunted out of the Court; he putteth this his ſoune in the turning of a hand 
Y of tle ypon the rop of the wheele,not that he had a purpole to rayſe him, but to vie 
, |[MWhintocounterballance the children of Mariamne, reputing him an inſtrument 
ed the proper for this end. For certainly this Antpater was a darke ſpirit, clofſe,and 
nts MW miſchicuous, muca of his Father Herod's diſpoſition , as it was preſently to be 
Ine dy ſeen. When he was aduancel , he reſolued tully not to deſcend but with lofſe 
e then Woof life, and to hold that Kingdome as wel as others by ſome notable trick. 
f Had Behold why he played the Proteus, and changed himſelfe into al formes to 
cir ny gayne credit with Herod, who then began to like him very wel; and he the 
/ new more to fortify himſelfe, ſpared not vnder hand to aggrauate the calumny 
on, u/{MWagainſt the children of Mariamne, and after he had throawne the ſtone , with- 
this {MWdrew his arme ſo cunningly , that it ſeemed he had not touched it : for he 
ught vſ alwayes was conuerſant with Alexander and Arifiobulns with much reſpect , as 
King (I With his Maiſters 3 yea when he made falſe tales to tickle the cares of his fa- 
uns; ther, then faigned he by a counterfait modeRy to take their cauſe in hand, 
aiſtriy and defend them ſo diſcreetly for his owne aduantage, that thereby he caſt 


Ale MW them further into ſuſpicion, King Herod judged; that to countenance him, it 
viten{W were to good purpoſe to ſend him to Rewe,which he did,allotting him a flou- 
motieW'ibing retinue, and an infinir number of recommendations. There it was 
ra a tiathe much embroyled buſineſſes, writing to his father That he had diſco- 
ch, v*red at Rowe ſtrange plots, that he ſhould take heed of his brothers Alex.an- 
\ ances i 4 and Ariftobulus, that they had practiſed al diſpoſitions in enery place, that 
4) wi y ! wg 
vi their purpoſe had no other ayme but to ſhorten his dayes aud diſpodleſſe him 
ofEmpire. This had ſo much the more colour, for that theſe miſerable Prin- 
&5galled with their repulſe,could not difſemble their diſcontent; they cuer 
alting forth ſome words,which gathered by the ſpyes of Pheroras and Salome, 
hever fel to the ground. : | | 
 Heodſighed to ſee that he hauing pacified al abroad, the fire ſhould kindle 
Inhis ownehouſe, and therupon had ſomedeſire to arreſt his ſonnes, but he 
would attempt nothing vpon their perſons without Cefars command , refer- 
Ingal to him, both for his ordinary complacence, and ſafegard of his owue 
afaires, After he had reuolued this affaire with a thouſand anxieties in his 
bart , wherein be bare the chiefe extent of his counſels ;he reſolued in his 
Wwe perſon tocarry his ſannes to Rome, and accuſe them before Ceſar dn the 
Viole courſe of this Jong way from Paleſtine to Italy he held himſelfe clofſe & 
jon df *lcrued , nor making the leaſt diſguſt againſt his children appeare'ythat = 
p mighg 


ter ſone of Herod, 
cxalted, 


Apology of He- 
rod's ſonne bet ore 


Auguſtus, 
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mir noroccaſion in them any ſuſpicion, Being arriued at Rome, he leary; 
4:2 jt-5 Cajar was then in the Citty of Aquileiaz without delay he went th; 
thcr . conduRing with him Alexander and Ariſtobulus,who were receiuedbyy, 
Empcrour (who was as their father) with al demonſtration of Joue. 1 
meane tine this miſerable farther ſpying his opportunity , demands day 
Ceja. for an au4jence , which he afirmed was of great conſequence it yy 
granted him, and he came at the tyme appointed, bringing theſe two py 
delinquents, who doubted nothing, nor at that tyme ſought any thing bury 
laugh and paſſe their tyme with their ancient acquainrance, When t 
were inthe midiſt of a braue aſſembly of Princes there preſent, Herod breathiy 
outa great ſigh ſaid: 

Behold me, GREAT CASAR ; 4 happy King by your fauour , andayy, 
fortunate father through the diſgrace of my houſe, 1f nature bad denied me children, fang bd 
should ſee me without miſeries : al my diſaſters proceed from my owne progeny. Itmuch ng, 
bleth me,to defile your eares (Worthy Czſar) with the recual of ſo great wickcaneſſ, 


necefuty which hath-no law enforcerh me , and jour wſtice which eſtabli2heth al laws », _ 
niterh me. Behold my two ynnatural ſonnes , who after they had receiued the honour yy 


bred at your feet, after they had obteined from me al the fauours which could be expetted mr 
a King, by your gracious clemency ſufficiently powerſul, and from a father of his owne nag 


moſt indulgent, betraying the glory of the education they had at your bands , and forget = 
euen the nature and bloud they Tecciued from me, haue attempted 4 crime , which 1 danthy the 
name, 1 liue too many yeares nn their opmion , and too long enioy 4 Kingdome , which wi ad 1 


much labour 1 purchaſed. I haue opened to them the gate of honour, that they may enter, jy "mM 
that natural death shal cloſe yp mine eyes : and they wil paſſe through by the portal of ju _ 
cide , preparing ambushes for my life , to ſnatch away the ſpoile ſteeped in my bloud, Bi 
I proſtrate them at your feet, not willing to retaine any r1ght in mine vwne diſpleaſure; ity " 
ef King , nor father , but that which shal be decreed for me by your iuſlice. Tet notwitfa 
ding ( o Great Czar) I would beſeech you to beſtow vpon my old age, which you baue 
ſomuch to bonour , ſome repoſe in my owne houſe , and free me ſrom the hanas of theſe ya 
cides. So likewiſe 1 thinke it not expedient for children ſo vugrateful , who haue tamjd 
lawes both diuine and humane vnder- foot , toline any longer , and ſil to baue the Sun 
their eyes, to ſerue as a witneſſe and an vpbrayding of their crime. fir 

Herod ſpake this with a merucilous vehemency, ſo that he purthe wholed, | 

ſembly intoan aſtoniſhment, and theſe poore yong men , who had as mud 
Innocency as ſimplicity , ſecing themſclues charged on the ſodaine withlulſg _, 
a tempeſt of words, made the apple of their eyes ro anſwer,and weep ingul,., "jp 
earneſt. They endeauoured to ſpeake, fearing leaſt their filence might mai 
them culpable ; but the more they ſtroue , ſo much the more the ſobbeschs 
ked vp their words. Auguſtus Ceſer, who was a 1udicious and courteousPrind, 
{aw welby this their aſpe&, theſe yong men had more miſhap then malic, 
and caſting a graciouseye vpon them Courage, my children, be confident (faith) 
anſwer at your leaſure , and be not troubled. Al thoſe there preſent bare alreah 
much compaſſiontowards them , and Herod ſhewed euen by his countenanc 
he was moued, ſo eloquent arethe teares of nature, Alexander ſecing theeys 
of the whole aſſembly very fauourable, rooke hart, repreſſcth his ſighes, al ""_ 
being (as he was) eloquent, ſpeakerh in theſe termes: 

MY LORD AND FATHER, , Tour Maieſty bath not brought vs ſo ſat 
to the Altars of mercy, to offer ys vp as 4 ſacriſice to reuenge : we are «t the knees of Cell, 
4: inthe Temple of Clemency , whither being condutted by your warrant and commant, 
maketh vs ſay., your words are harp , but proceedings moſt [\ wer. If calumny had ſo atm. 
Jour excellent nature, as tomake you take reſolution vpon our liges , to the preiudice oft h 
innocency , you might haue done itin Paleſtine , as 4 father and a King ; the ſentence 
execution were in your owne hands. But God permitted you to bring vs to the Court of Ag 
ſtus, not ro leaue the bead where the crowne was deſigned , but rather to returne it bad 
Vidtoriongz end free from ſlander. 1t is a yery ſtrange thing to pretend the moſt enarm'! 
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imes 4gainſt perſons of our reputation and quality , without ſaying whevefore , vr 
My, Nothing 1 ſpoken of letters , poyſons , complots , conſpiracies , ſuborned ſer- 
wants , if is only affirmed we are-parricides , and proofes are pretermitted. If thy 
be ſuſfcient , you »hal baue in the world no more imnocency , but that which ca- 
umn) 5hal diſdaine to fix ber tooth in. Our enemies , who for many yeares banc ſpuii 
hs web , neuer could alleage any other thing , bur that we were old enongh , and 
of ſufficient courage 10 doe it , and that we might performe it in reuenge of the death 
if our mother Mariamne. As for the firſt reaſon , who ſeceth not how weake it 
#2 If nothing but age and valour be neceſſary to perpetrate a parricide , ut 15 to fil the 
whole world with bloud , tro put al fathers mto jealouſy , and ul ſonnes ito crime, 
Far the ſecond, which concemeth our dead mother , she left vs in an age , wherein 


dan wither could Wwe 44 yet bewayle nor feel her miſery. Aſter we came out of our child. 
, form bud , we baue not been willing to ſearch into your counſels , to ſift out Jour reſolu- 


uch ty, tins , the (ue of them onght ro make vs , nor moie audacious to vnderiate enil, 


ſe, but more ſtayed and aduiſed to doe good, We onely haue affearded teares to her , not 
We Bi 1, bemone her death , for ſuch were vnprofitable , bat to ſatisfy our paſſion , ſeemg 
Our uni is enemies ceaſed not to diſturv the ashes of her , Whoſe Lloud they bad shead. Father, 
ded fra if our (eares , which proceed from ſo tuſt a reſentment of nature , be in your Court 
ne in BE counted criminal , where shal we any more find ſafety but in your iuſtice ? Nerer 


orgetty 


S j the ſo ſenſeble apprehenſions hath 4uy word of butern:ſſe eſcaped vs agamſt you , but 
T 


rather againſt thoſe who abuſe your authority ro the Tume of yours, We haue no cauſe 
&4 to hate your life , bur ro luue it by ſo much the more , as you baue indgcd vs (t= 
Mer, pable abous rhe rft of our brothers ty ſ«ceeed to your Crowne, Tou baue ſer al the 
of pax makes of regality vpon vs , al the bleſungs we could hope for , and to a»ke more 
would be to require liberty ro onerthrow vs, To what end Should we ſeeke by par- 
uh ride 4 Kingdome , Which i purchaſed for vs by your fauour , that ſo heauen, 
Wa FR , and ſcas, conſpiring with Car , might shut the gate aganſt vs , for whub 
we should baue been deſirous to make 4 key ſiceped in the bloud of our father ? Your 
Mairſty hath begot Vs, perhaps more vnſortunate then now would be expedient for Your 
fate, but neuen 5h.al we be ſo ſattish nor impuous, as todoe a miſcheiſe , irrecontrably ro vadoe 
11, oſt honoured father, ſuppreſſe the ſuſputon which you haue conceined,or if you be pleaſed 
filtoretaine it, we both wil leaue 1h life, of which we are not ſo fondly afſettionate, tnat we 
wud Le willing to pre ſerue it to the diſpleaſure of hum that gaue is. 

This Oration, accompanied with the teares of this yong Prince, 
ſtruck al the ſtanders by with admiration , and as they were both be- 
held with lowly lookes, expetting the Iudges fenrtence , euery one was 
enkindled with deſire to iuſtify them, Ceſar caſteth his eye on Herod 
to ſee his countenance , who ſhewed himſelfe much moued with com. 
paſſion, and could haue been content neuer to haue thought of ſuch an 
accuſation : for verily this action in the apprehenſion of thoſe preſenc 
much hurt him , and cauſed his credulity ro be condemned. Auguſtus, 
who would not confound them, pronounced , that vndoubredly his chil- 
dren had done 11 to diſpleaſe him ; but as fot the pretended crime, 
he ſhould raze it out of his papers. Theſe yong Princes were too wet 
borne and bred to proceed fo farre : there remayned for them hereaf. 
ter to liue in good correſpondence , and renew this holy knot of na- 
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rs ture , which could not be diſſolucd by ſo good a father , nor children 
f He vb futurely hopeful. This ſatd, Herod imbraced his ſonnes one after ano- 
, gr ther, much weeping , which drew teares cuen trom thoſe who were not 
ſo Intereſſed in this aftaire. After al manner of complements were done, 
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dehold them vpon returne with their tather and brother Antipater, who 
had cauſed al this goodly Tragedy to be played, Notwithſtanding , this 
icked creature ouerwhelmed them with courteſyes and congratu. 
tions, asif he would make bon-fircs of ioy in his hart, Thus diflimu- 
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lation goeth along in Court , til ſuch ryme that God taketh away tt, 
mas ke. : 

Being returned to Ieruſalew , one yeare was ſcarcely ſpent , but thy 
calumny ſet new ſnares to entrap the innocency of theſe poore Prince 
Pheroras reſolued to excite Alexander with icalouly , relling him in grey 
ſecret, Herod his farher made too much of the beaurtcous Glaphyra hi 
wife , daughter of King Archelaws , ſuppoſing it was a powerful meang 
to turmoyle his ſpirit , and enkindle it with fury againſt the King. jj 
father , and this way to precipitate him into ruine, Theſe words yp 
the matter were moſt ſenſible to this generous hart , and then he begy 
with a 1calous eye to prie into Herod's ations , who, it 15 true, fayj. 


| Harly conuerſed euery day with this Princeſle , endowed with incomyz. 


Antipater ſonne of 
Herod cilumnia- 
ecth his brothers. 


rable beauty , but in concluſion he obſerued no other thing in ſyg 
conuerſation , but louing entertaynments of a father-in-law towarg 
a . ſonnes wife , worthy to be cheriſhed for many excellent pay 
Alexander notwithſtanding, after this aduertiſement of Pheroras , ty. 
ned this hony into poyſon, interpreting al in an il ſenſe , and yy 
ſo tranſported , that one day entring into his fathers chamber he i, 
couered the, icatouſy and ſuſpicion he had conceiued with fighes ay 
reares of rage. Herod found himſelfe much troubled with this acciden, 
and thinking it a thing vaworthy his perſon to iuſtity himſclfe to hi 
ſonne, with many words to excuſe that which was not , he onely ſa 
My ſonne , who bath put this mto thy bead ? The other replicth , he kney 
much of it himſelfe , and Pherozas had confirmed it, Pheroras was in 
ftantly ſent for , and Herod , who ofttimes vied him as a ſerum 
caſting a furious glance of his eyes vpon him , Rake-bel ( faith he) 
what haſt thou ſaid to this yong Prince ? It is not 4 word thou haſt put into 
eare , but a ſword into his hand againſt bis ſather ; for verily be would no mor n' 
dure 4 companion of his bed , then I in my Kingdome, Ingrateful creature , hull 
thou not rather _teare out thy one hart , then entertayne ſuch a thought of thy by 
ther ? Such crimes as this neuer were in our houſe , nor ener wil be, vuleſſe thou brag 
them bither.. Ger hence, andler me ſee thee no more. 1 ordaine tortures for other | delinquat, 
but for thee , ſince thou art ſo wicked , 1leaue thee to thy owne conſcience , not being alley 
find a fitter executtoner. 

Pheroras , who was not much aſtoniſhed with this noyſe , anſwereh 
he knew nothing but what Salome , who was there preſent , had toll 
him , as indeed this came from her. But the ſubtile woman caſting ou 
at that inſtant a lowd complaint , and tearing her hayre, ſaith , It ws 
a lamentable thing , that ſhe of al the world ſhould be perſecuted fr 
being onely faythful to her brother. Herod knew not what to thinke,anl 
ſighed in his hart , beholding the diſſentions of his houſe , and ini 
meane tyme ſaw not that his owne il example was the influenct 
of al theſe maledi&ions. He did nothing els to Pheroras but ſequeſte 
him for a tyme , for although he ſcemed much moued with anger , t 
was not exaſperated againſt any in good earneſt , but thoſe whon 
he thought would practize againſt his ſtate ; and ſuch Pheroras 
peared not to be, for he was a libertine , who had married his owe 
ſeruant, attracted by dalliances , refuſing the daughter of a King , anda 
his defignes aymed at nothing but ſenſuality, It was thought this was 
ſuſkcient ſatisfaction in Pheroras for ſuch a crime , and that this might ſtil fe 
adiſtruſt between the father and ſonne. Behold rhe cauſe why the pernicio 
Antipater, who euer was gracious with Hered , making vſe of this opportunlth, 
beginneth his battaile more furiouſly then cuer,& having perceiued ſomett 
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chamber , he vnder-hand giueth norice ,; that the conſpiracy of Alexar- 
kr againſt his father , was now abſolurely contrined , and that the 
chiete Eunuches of the chamber and priuacy of Herod, had ahand therin, 
Behold them preſently apprehended and pur tothe torture: Theſe bodyes, 
corrupted with caſe and delicacy , feeling theniſclues ſo roughly racked, 


ſpake what they knew and what they knew not , and in the end 
deluered nothing but boaſts and vayn-glorious brana 'oes of youth, 
which had eſcaped the mouth of Alexander , that is to ſay , That thoſe Ennu- 
(hes were very jooles to be ſo afſefted to this 01d man, who cauſed his hate to be paynted, 
like 4 ſpruce yonker, He had done al wel enough : His tyme was paſt, theirs was cont- 
mug , the Kingdome could not forſuke them , hauing white , force , and credit tn therr 
bands, ſo many valorous men, who would not in tyme of neceſity forſake them,and ſuch 
like things, ſpeaking nothing of that which Anripater pretended, yet too much 
fora jealous ſpirit. | | 
Itwas a pittiful thing then to behold ; how this miſerable Court was diſ- 
nembred.1t was nothing but ealumniations,threatnings, ſummous,giſtruſts, 


exminations , tortures. Al men{noked vpon one another , and cuery one Court of aC y- 
ſuppoſed , there was no other ſecurity , bur in preuenting his companion, A ©'2P** 


thouſand ſottiſh things were vaily depoled , that wete of no effe&, There 
were found not paſt one or two, whoextremely racked ypon the torture, to 
feethemſelues, ſaid, Alexander had diſhonourcd his tather ar Rome , as much 
moreinclining to amiry with the Parthiuns then with the Kum.ms; and as ror 
ments were inceſſantly redoubled in fauvur of Antparer , they ſpake at ran- 
dome whatſocuer they would hauethem, to wrt, [ hat Alexander and Ariſtybulus 
taiconſpired to kil Herod by poyſon,then to goe to Rome to demand the King= 
dowe which had no prebability, And when it was asked were this poiſon 
nas, they replied itwas inthe Caſtle of 4ſcaton , and the whole matter ſear. 


ched into, there was nothing to be fonnd. Alexander notwithſtanding 1s arre(- Alexander fonne 
teſt, he generous and inuch offended to ſee ſo many tortures, ſaid ſtoutly to of Mariamne cas 
Herdd , bitterly (cofting : To what end is it tomake al iheſe flaughters, ſeemg you wil priſoned, 


have 't that you are decered? 1 haue conſpired, and if you defire ro know wuh whom , with 
Pheroras your brother, and Salome your ſiſter , and Ptolemy ;and Saprinius Your Coun- 
ſlloars, K1l af che world, and you alone 5halrajgne, 


Heſpake too muchto be belieucd , and deliuered it in an accent which Heis delivered by 
ſounded nothing leſſe. Howſocuer, he was for certaine dayes impriſoned, vn. Archelaus, 


til ſuch ryme as archetaw King of Cappadocia his father in law, aduertiſed of 
his diſaſter, came to the Court of Herod, He tooke great care not to affront 
him, nor tel him that he wronged himſclfe to be ſo credulous:this was not the 
Manner to treat with a man, who extreamly deſired ro iuſtity his actions. The 
Cuppadocran ſtriketh ſayle , ſeeming to haue great compaſſion to find him in 
ſuch trouble, faying, Hr children had done il to diſquier bim # that manner: that he came 
MW! fo excuſe his ſonne m law , but to chaſtiſe his daughter , if she were found blame-worthy, 
Herod was ſo comforted to heare him ſpeake in chis ſort, thar rhe teares ſtood 
ln his eyes, and Archclaws ſeeing he had found the ready way of perſwaſion, 
egan by litle and litle to declare ynto him, that intruth the Princes 
bis ſonnes had ſhewed a litle too much infolence , bur that their facility 
Was much abuſed , and it would be good to take heed therof. He did ſo 
vel , that at the laſt he diflolued the calumny , and Glaphyrs being there 
preſent , with her eloquence and teares obteyned whatſocner ſhe 
—_ for her husband ; fo that the poore priſoner was inſtantly re- 
caſed, 

Herod in the meanie tyme liued like a Cyclop in his Caue , perpetually in 
the obſcuriry of an infinire numbet of diſtruſts , ſtil vpon the point 
 afting- new cruclties , and being obſcrued to be capable of al _ 
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of ſuſpicions , the wicked Antipater fayled not to furniſh him with may» 


enough to foment his icalouſyes , and by the ſame meanes aduance hig {, q 
Laſt endeauour of tunes, A wicked Grecian came to the Court of l#d«z named Enurycdes, who took, oe 
_—. vpon himto beaPrince , and gaue great preſents to Hered , to inſinuate hin, = 
ſeltc into his freindſhip. The vnhappy King relliſhed this man, and rany, or 
him inthe number of his intimare treinds, He was lodged with Anrparer | ad 
obſcruing that he ar thar tyme bare the greateit {way in attaires, he ends, bs 
uoured by al meanes to win his fauour , which he did, familiarly conyergy ah 
with Alexander, and vn&ermyning him , that afterward he might can 040 
*ruth and falſhood to the cares of Hered , who gaue him mull poſ 
credit, vntt 
Three yeares were not fully paſt , but behold catumny caſteth thereſts 1k 
her venone. Two ſoldiers of Herods Guard,caſhired tor ſome ſleight offeny fuck 
were afterward indiſcreetly entertained inthe houſe of Alexander, who Zou uh 


Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus ſon- 
nes of Mariamne 
empriſonned, 


them, ſeeingthem ſufhcient men , and capable of good employments, Behy wo 
them accuſed of conſpiracy,immediately apprehended, and pur to torr fÞ hen 
The vehemency of torment made them ſay, thar at the ſollicitation of aw, (gn 
der and Ariſtobulws they had a plot vpon the perſon of Herud, to kil him in hy, = 
ting, At theſame tyme the Gouernour of the * irtadel of Alc x.andrina , ( whighl neu 
was one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes ofthe Kingdome ) 1s accuſcd to haueheallif he; 
willing to deliuer it into the hands of theſe yong Princes ; which he den 1nd 
ſtrongly and ſtoutly. But his ſonne, prouoked againſt the father for fon whe 
diſgrace , ſaid the depoſition was true , and at the ſame tyme produc fon; 
falle letters of Alexander, wiich ſeemed to confirme the ſame, hel4 notyis.M 4G 
ſtanding to come from the hand of Secretary Diaphantw,a ſtore-houle of fi ſelte 
hcations. ; ofh 

Herod would haue no more proofs, he cauſed his two ſonnes to be apy Ca} 
hended, reſoluing to ruine them : and verily euery man at that tyme accow IT 
ted them loſt. When theſe things were in hand, Melas a Counſellour of th fab 
King of Coppadocia came Into Iudea, to vnderitand the knot of the buſineſſe;k paſ 
found it much enuenomed, and deſperate of remedy, The wicked fathercaW not 
ſed hisſonnes to be fetcht out of priſon, toexamine them before Mela, andy end} 
confront them with the depoſitions, Alexander asketh where tbe accuſers wr whit 
it was anſwered , they were already dead. He replieth : 1: was an vniuſt proceedng1 play 
pur them to death in the guilt 0 ſa lye , drawne out by force of torments , for cuer to vba 1 mad, 
their mouth ſrom verity. As for bumſelfe, and bis brother Ariſtobulus, they nener blah the o 
other purpoſe but to fly co Cappadocia , and from thence to paſſe roRome, to fneths- Juguj 


' ſelues from the enquietneſſe of rear father. When Herod heard ſpeach of the voyagedlf great 


Cappadocia, he entreated Mel to enquire particularly of Glaphyra, if ſhe mori ther, 
cleerly would vtter any thing touching this defigne. Glaphyrza then was nf this 
for, and when at her approach ſhe beheld her husband in fetters, it wa lant 
a dreadful thing toſce her affli&ions. Alas 1 my deare busband ( ſaid She ) aff fauo! 
theſe rhe fauours of your ſather ? i this the diademe be bath promiſed you? And ther lunni 
vpon her hart oppreſſed with griefe , ſtopped vp the reft of her woru Herod 
Teares ſtood in the eyes of the miſerable Alexander , who paſſionathſ As ſo 
loued her , and al the company was fo troubled with this ſpectacle a very: 
pitty , that thoſe there preſent to examine looked one vpon anothÞ ſpea} 
and forgat the formalities of iuſtice. Herod asketh Alexander , it il man 
wife were not partaker. of al his ſecrets, He anſwereth, Such va Ching 
her deſert and diſcrerion , that he concealed nothing from her, Ii to be 
poore Lady was a litle amazed at this word. Notwithſtanding , will king 
great ſimplicity ſhe ſaid , ſhe was ignorant of al that had paſled ,1 
the child not yet borne , yet was very ready to tel a lyc to ſauc-F ment 


husband , and that ſhe never would diſauow it , although he ſhoulbenan 
| chagGner 
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charge her with ſome crime, Alexander rouched to the quick with this terder- 
neſſe, ſaid to her : Mademe, be not aſtonisbed ; you very wel know I nexer bad any other 


plor bur 70 Carr) you into Cappadocia , ro viſit the King your father : Behold al onr 
ence. 

This cured not Herod , bur made him extend his ſuſpicion vpon King 
jhelaw, taking it il, he ſhould goe about to withdraw his ſonne withour 
his priuacy. He commanded the priſoners to be ſer art liberty , and in the 
meane time ſ{endeth new Embaſſadoursto Rome ,to purge himſelfe from ſome 
landers wherwith he was charged, and to obtaine of Caeſar ful liberty to dif. 
noſe of his caildren according as1uſtice ſhould require; which was aflented 
vnto, The yong Princes are diſgraced and ſoyled with ſtrange calumniations 


ir Rome, ſo that no man durſt vndertake their defence. He very glad to haue Arraigament and 
ſuch diſpatches , being (as he was) a man preciſely formal, and cuer giuing death of the inue» 


colour of iuſtice ro his paſſion, atlembleth the Counſel ro frame an Indite- © 
nent againſt his ſonnes , admitting al thoſe whom he ſaw miſchicuouſly 


bent to countenance his bad purpoſe, & ſequeſtring others who might cauſe 


ſome obſtacle; among the reſt Archelaus , expretly nominated by Caeſar to ex- 
amine this buſineſſe. Morcouer, that which was an act of great intuſtice, he 
never would ſuffer his children to appeare before the Iudges , to be heard in 
theiriuſtification : but himſelfe alone entreth into this Aſſembly , ful of gal 
and poiſon. Neuer was he ſeen to be ſo out of countenance, paſſion hauing 
wholy transfigured him, in ſuch ſort thathe ſpake and acted things litle con- 
ſooant to his grauity. His freinds were to ſeeke in him , and he ſeemed rather 
aſuage beaſt then a King. Sometime he accuſed , and lamented within him 
ſelfe, fomerime he ſtammered,, and'cut himſelfe ſhort. He produced letters 
ofhis ſonnes , that had no valew in them, as were thoſe of their iourny into 
Cappadocia , and yet as if he had gota great victory, he cryed out : Syrs, what ſay 
qurorhs? Behold you not great malice ? O that I bad been dexd be fare 1 had knowne any 
{thing ! Sometime he (aid he referred himſclteto iuſtice, and thar through 
paſſion he would doe nothing paſſionately. Sometime he publiſhed , he had 
not lommoned this Aſſembly to iudge, but to approue his opinion , to the 
endpoſteriry might the more abhorre parricide. Then hecitedDeuteronomy, 
which permitted fathers to ſtone their rebellious children to death , and 
played the Scribe or the Diuine : then he ſhewed Caeſars letters, of which he 
made more account then of his Deuteronomy , and inſiſted thereupon as if 
the offenders had already been peremptorily condemned by the ſentence of 
uuguſtus. When they came to voyces, Saturninus the Roman, a Conſular man of 
great authority,abſolutely diſſuadeth this cruelty, ſaying , himſelfe was a fa- 
ther, that he knew the price of children, and that Hered would repent him of 
this precipitation, This good man had three of his ſonnes with him , al gal- 
lantperſonages, and wel entertained in good employments, who ſpake in 


© fuour of theſe poore Princes. But to no purpole. After them ſtandeth vp Vo- 


lmniu,a rude man, who drew to his fa&ion althoſe which pra&ized to ſerue 
Herods paſſion, who altogeather moſt vniuſtly concluded vpon their deaths, 
As ſoone as this decree was publiſhed , an old ſoldier of Herods , named Tyron, 
very paſſionate for the innocents, went dire&ly tothe Palace , demandeth to 
ſpeak tothe King alone by himſelfe , which was granted him. This honeſt 
man taking him aſide gaue him a ſharp admonition, cuen to the reproa- 
ching him that he had loſt his wirs , in commanding his true heires 
to be put to death , to aduance 4 Viper , who in the end would ſecretly 


© ſing him. Herod barkened to himin the beginning with great patience, bur 


ſpeaking ouer-much, he asked him Who are thoſe take exceptioart this iudge- 
ment ? My ſelfe ( ſaith the good 01d man ) firſt, ſuch and ſuch men of quality, whom 
benamed. Herod cauſed himto be caſt into priſon; layd hold of the reſt, and con- 
Gneth the al to death, Afterwards cauſerth his ſonnesto = catricd to Sebafte, 

3 and 
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av CiroEeth the molt crucl of his Guard to ſtrangle themin priſon. 
"ze vidortunate Princes, whoexpe&ednorhing lefſe then ſuch a ſentence 
*-ing the dreauful faces of executioners ,and the feareful image of dex 
i.. tore their eycs, looked pale with horrour, and asked them , Who brought jy 
þ1:ter ? But they pulling them aſide as ſacrifices, and diſcouering the 1nſtry, 
ments of their cruelty, ſoone ſhewed wherefore they were come : for with, 
out making any other anſwer , they tooke then by the throat, and putti 
the fatal cord about their necks, by maine force ſtrangled them, deuoydef 


mercy, 


The poore Glaphira , who as yet loſt not the hope of her husbands liberty, 
haning atthat tyme prepared a new battery to diſpoſe her father tn lay t 
clemency, heard the tydings of the death ot Alexander, and withal of her own 
widdowhood. She a good ſpace remained in a trance, then mute as a ſtatue 
laſt of ala littlerecollecing her ſpirits , & caſting out a ſigh fro the botrone 
of her hart,Woe is me} (ſaith ſhe )I thought not Herod would baue proceeded thus fan, 
Tel him the ſacrifice of his cruelty us not finished , for behold one part of the Victime is yet al, 
Alexander,my deare Alexander , who for exer in my hart shal ſurutue , needs muſt ju 
end your innocent hife by this infamous punishment? Muſt you bane him for executioner, whoy 
nature allorted you for a father? At the leaſt I might haue been called ro receiue the laſt gray 
of thy penſiue ſoule , ro emboſome thy final words , and enchaſe them in my bars. Then ty. 
ning her ſelterotwo litle children , which ſhe had by her fides: Poore orphan, 
what a father haue they ſnatched from you? Alas 1 you are tymely taught the trade of miſer, 
The poore Lady night and day difconſolately afflicted herſclfe, and being ng 
longer ableto endure the Court of Ines, no morethen aLyons den, ſhewy 
ſent back into Cappadocia tothe King her tather. Herod kept wxh him thetyg 
ſonnes , vnder colour of their education , bur in effe& to eſtabliſh himſelf, 
fearing leaſt their name ſhould ſerue for a pretext of ſome rcuolr. 

O theprouidence of God ! lt ſcemeth you much ſlacken to fal vpon guilt 
heads. Theſe yong Princes, ſonnes of ſo yertuous a morther,ſo wel bred, ſon 
educated, accompliſhed with ſo many excellent parts,declared lawful ſuccel, 
ſours tothe Crowne ; theſe Princes, who had been ſeen(not aboue fiue year 
before)toreturne intriumph fro Rome to Ieruſalem like the two twin-ſtarre, 
who gilded al Paleſtine with rheirrayes ; theſe Princes that promiſed ſo may 
Tropheys, ſo many wonders, behold them in the ſweetneſle of their yeares,q 
the flower of their hopes,at the gate of the Teple of honour, tor a {mal libeny 
of ſpeach, vaworthily maſſacred, and inſtead of a Diademe on their heads,z 
halter abouttheir necks, and cauſed to be ſtrangled by two Sergeants, thath 
they mightbreath out their Royal ſoules vnder the had of a hangman. Behold 
the braue apprentiſhip which Herod exerciſed three yeare togeather aboutthe 
tyme ot the birth of our Sauiour, to prepare himſelte for ations much more 
enormous. Itwas {aid of Silla , that if Mercy had come vpon the earth in hu- 
mane ſhape, he had flaine her. But Herod did much worſe, There remained no 
thing for him, after ſo many ſlaughters, but to cmbrew himlſelfe in the bloud 
of 14000, Innocents, and attempt vpon the Sonne of God himfelfe , which 
preſently after happened, and of which cuery one by relation of the Scriptute 
taketh notice, 

It is timeto behold the recompence thoſe wicked ſoules receiued , for 
hauing dippedtheir fingers in ſo much bloud,, and ſo many tragedies, tothe 
end we therein may obſerue the proceedings of the diuine prouidence, 
which ſpareth nor , firſt ſleightly ro touch and aſſay by ſome viſitation thok, 
which it afterwards reſerueth for the eternal paines of Hel. The dereſtable 
Antipater , who had dire&ed al the paſſages of this wickednefle , ſecing 
the tio Heyres of the Kingdome remoued quite away by his praiſes, 
thought he had already a foot in the Throne. He continuerh his cunning 
and malice, eucr masking himſclfe with the veyle of piety,as it he _ - - 
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Feakable care of the life and ſtate of his father ; while he 1n the meane tyme 
hadno other ayme , bur quickly to make himſclte abſolute Maiſter of al,tea- 
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ring leſt the diſpoſition of Herod , which was very fleeting, might alter; and 
orthis cauſe he went vp and downe daily practizing very great intelligen- 
ces, But he was hatred by the people like a Tyger, and the louldiers, who ſaw 
imembrewed inthe bloud of his brothers ſo beloued by al the Nobility, 
ould in no ſort relliſh him. Aboue al, the people were extremely touched 
with compaſſion, when theſe litle children of Alexander and Ariſtobulus were 
ledthrongh the ſtreets, who had been bred in Herods Court, Al the worls be- 
heldtheſe poore Orphans witha weeping eye, and with ſorrow remembred 


thediſaſters of their Fathers, Anrpater wel ſaw ,itwas fit for him to with- - 


raw kimſelfe, and decline enuy,and not findge his wings 1n the candle , fea- 
ring his father in procetle of tyme (who in ſuch matters was ſubtile enough) 
nighrdiſcouer his purpoſes, Notwithſtanding , he was lo ſecret, that he a- 
voided to aske leaue of Herod to ſequeſterhimſelte, for teare to miniſter mar- 
ter of ſuſpicion to him. Bur he cauled letters cloſely to be written from Reme 
tohis father , by freinds whom he had wrought for that purpole , which im- 
ed al he defired;to wit, that it was neceflary he ſhould be ſent to Kome to 
breake the enterprizes the 4rabians plotted againlt the ſtate of Iudes, Herod 
king receiued theſe letters, inſtantly diſpatched his ſonne Antipater with a 
oodly traine, rici: preſents, and aboue al the Wi] of Herod, which declared 
himKing after the death of his father. Behold al he could delire in the world, 
Bur as the eye of God neuer ſleepeth, and ſurprizeth the crafty in their 
owne pollicies; it happeneth the miſche1uous Pheroras ; who had acted his 
pt (as we haueſcen ) inthis lamentable tragedy,departed this life,by a ſo- 
daine os 4a poyſoned (as it isthought ) by the mayd-ſcruant whom he 
had maried. 

Herd being requeſted to come into the houſe of his brother, to rake 
minations vpon the fac, vnexpecedly learneth how his ſonne Antipater had 
given poyſon to the dead Pheroras , at ſuchtime as he was out of ftauour, to 
poyſon the King his father whilſt he was at Rome, that he ſpeedily mighe 
teturne into Paleſtine with a crowne on his head. This was depoſed euen by the 
ſane of the Comptroller of Antipaters houſe, & circumſtanced with grounds 
adparticulars ſo expreſſe,that there was not any cauſe of doubr, Herod de- 
manded where this poyſon was. He anſwered it was in the hands of the wi- 
dowof his brother Pheroras. She being examined vpon the tact, gocth vp into 
a higher chamber fayning to fetchit, and being mounted to the top of the 
houſe, ſhe through diſpayre fel downe headlong , witha purpoſe ro kil her 
{|fe. But God ſuffered not the fal to be mortal; they much hartned her, and 
promiſed al impunity itſhe freely would deliuer the truth, She telleth char 
true it was, her huſhand had receined the poyſon of. Antipater, and had ſome 
inclination to giue the blow : but that a litle before his dearh he repented 
himſelfe, and deteſted ſuch wickedneſle, and with theſe words,ſhe drew out 
thepoyſon, which afterwards was knowne in the deathof delinquents to be 
Very mortal, Ar the ſame time Bathyllus ſet at liberty by Antipater, was taken 
comming from Kome to Iudea, to aduiſe Pheroras to haſten the bulinefle, and 

ing with him anew poyſon,if the firſt were not of force, 

In the meane time Antipater wrot to the King his father, that he laboured 
erneſtly at Rome to difſolue obloquies , and accommodate his affaires with 
ckerhefle ; that he hoped to come to a period in them , and quickly 


returne into Indes; Herod was defirous to lay hold vpon him , ſendeth him 


this letter: 


exa- Conſpiracy of 
Antipater diſco« 


uered, 


Subtilty againſt 


ſubrilty, 


My ſonne, the fraylty of my age ; and debility of my body, dayly inſiratteth me that 1 am 
mortal. One thing comforteth me,that hauing made choyſe of your perſon to ſucceed me in my 


(fare, I sþal bebold the decreputneſſe of my age flourish againe in your youth, and asit 


Were 


bary 


x66 THE HOLY COVRT. Part. r; Lib, 4: 


bury my death inyour life, ſince T sþal line in one part of my ſelfe, tome moſt precious, J y,QMytcn 
you preſently were with me,not ſo much for the aſſiſtance 1 expedt from your piety, as for Wi} 
preiudice yougg 8b ſence may impoſe on my fortune, Fayle not with the good leaue of Ca(gſſuw 
50 returne hither as ſoone 45 you can, delayes nothing aduance our affarres. pur 

This bayt was too tempting to defend him fro the hooke. vpon this ney ſw 4 
he would as it were fly to leruſalem ; he diſpatcheth his affaires , takes leave gw: 
Auguſtus , and haſtily poſtethto obey his fathers commandements, lr, A 
an admirable thing, that in the way he nener had any notice of that Which Wtuoat 
paſſed, ſo hated he was both of God and men, Yet fo it was, that being ſhe w 
Cilicia he learned his mother was diſgraced, which much aſtonished{ him þ purſ 
that he reſolued to retire back againe, but one of his Counſel ( perhay Mrich 
wrought by Hered ) ſhewed vato him, that if nothing were plotted again Whur: 
him, he oughr not to feare; and if any calumny were forged, he rather ſhow MW whil 
haſtento ſtrangle ir, otherwiſe his abſence would thruſt him turcher iny MizRo 
ſuſpicion. This counſel he beltened,and notwirhſtanding the remorſe of hy Matre« 


Woeful enent of conſcience,he tooke the way to iudes, When he was arriued 1n the port o dread, 


Antipa.er, 


Antipater accuſed 
beforc hus father, 


Sebaſte, he began to enter into greater apprehenſions of his owne vnhapyy. Wy ſux 
neſle then ener. For vpoa the ſame hauen, where he betore had behelis Mex 
great confluence of people, which made many loud acclamartions at his. comp 
parture, not for the loue they bare him, but for obedience ro Herod who i Ni 
would haue ir, he perceiucd the chance of the dye being now changed, | Mmout 
was entertained with reſpe&leſſe countenances , and that ſome beholdin puts h 
him, ſcornefully muttered between their teeth, as curſing him for ſheadin Mwhich 
the bloud of his brothers, He was too farre engaged to retire back , andth Myerat: 
vengeance of God already had ſcored him out his lodging.He goeth dir wpidir 
from Sebaſtc to leruſalem and haſtneth to the Palace magnificently attireday Myc, « 
wel attended. The Guard ſuffered him to enter, commanding al thoſe wig Munch: 
accompanied him, in the Kings name,to withdraw. He was much amazely Mus 
ſce himſclfe taken like a bird ina ſnare, notwithſtanding he went forwal, Mus 
and entreth inco the Hal where his father expected him, accompanied by Wibiren 
Qnintilius Varus , newly ſent from Rome as Gouernour of Syria, After he hal Mirenil: 
made an humble obeyzance according to the cuſtome , he came to kille tis Myaich 
father,but at that inſtant he heard the roaring of the Lyon. For Herod rey Thi 
ringback, ſaid vnto him : Auant thu murderer of brot9ers and father : the kiſeq({iline 
father was not m/*irured for thee, Behold Quintil1us they Indge, Aduiſe with thy ſikFWgrounc 
what thou art to morrow to anſwer vpon crinzes wheres f thor art accuſed. feſt his 
He ſtrucken with this word as witha thunder-clap, withdrew, bean Wit isa 1 
terrour inhis face, andthe image of his crime in his thoughts. He in thenenMbelieue 
chamber tound his mother and wife weeping , with many laments alreahWaif th 
preparing his funerals; amazement ſo ſeized him, he had not language tointhe | 
comfort them, nor ſo muchas teares to bemone his owne miſhap. Heſpent {into hi 
the whole night in great afflictions, finding by experience it was much mote Wu haue 
eaſy to commit a crime then excuſe it, The next morning he is ſent for bytheW{en j0y 
Counſel, where he found the King his father with Quintilus Varus, and making | 
Counſclours of ſtate : Yealetters were then intercepred, very lately writtetFobe pi 
by his mother, which ſignificd al was diſcouered, and that he ſhould carcfullyWiſemb! 
beware notto returne and pur himſelfe into the hands of his father, if wither e 
lingly he would auoid the throte of the Lyon, This was repreſented vntoFeonly 
him at the entrance to the Counſel; he expected nothing but rhe inſtant ofa; Cal 


ſtrangling,ſo much his conſcience tormented him. Behold the cauſe, wil It 
caſting himſelfe on his knces, he beſought his father not to condemne hulfeeath | 
before he was heard, ng, h 

Herod replyeth: 1mpious villayne, what baſt thou to ſay ? Hath God then preſaniuim the 


thee to be the laſt ſcourge of my old age ? Thou knoweſt I haue extracted thee from the dn{\Peane t) 


Fo place thee ouer thy brothers, aboxe and beyond al bope, Ihaue giuen thee my monte) fable yi 


TEHenewi, 
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yenewes , my authority,my fauour , my ſecrets , my bart and crowne into thy hands , in 4 


ve the death of thy brothers; nothing bane I done in therr iditements but bj thy informs 
toy 4nd aduiſe. Wicked creature, 1 feare leaſt thou haſt ſtained me wubh their bloa;thy crune 
eaueg i ww makes their innovency appeare, Fo 

At theſe wordes he bitterly wept,the memory of Mariamne and his vnfor- 
tate children comming into his mind. He was fo oppreſied at his hart, that 
he was inforced to intreate Niolas Damaſcen , who was as his Chancellour ,to 
purſuc rhe reſt, Antipater preuenteth him, and ſpeaketh in his owne defence; 
'erhay That be was much wronged in giung credu to ſlaues 41d filly women to his pretgdice, that he 
agting Wbutreceaucd lerters from Cz(ar , whom a man could decetue no more then God bimſclfe, 
houly MY wh«b gaue 4 moſt ample teſtimony of al his demeanours , ard of the ſatisfattion he had giuen 
r ing Mi-Rome. That be never bad fayled in duty towards his father , ard .hatit were 4 paſſage of 
e of his Ml extreame folly to pur himelfe into an vncertaine hazard for 4 crowne, which be bad as it were 
ort of ſMuredjin bis bands. Briefly, without any further diſcourſe, he offered bimſelfe to bevſed lke 
12ppy. Ws fave, and to be put tothe torture for proofe of h1s tnnoceicy. And therewith-al he 
held MW deadfully rormented himſclte, tn ſuch ſort, that iie began to moue al the 
his de. MW company. | 
vhoo MW Nicolss Damſcen, who was arough gamſter,taketh the word out of his 
ed, | mouth, he confronteth the witneſles, he interrogaterh vrgeth, inuolueth,aud 
him into confuſlton, and thundreth a very blouly inuccine againlt him, 
whichat large is couched in loſephus hiſtory , where like an Oratour he exag- 


nd the MW peratcth al che circumſtances of his crime, Bebold you not ( ſayth he) abransh 
iredly Wſupuiry , ro conſpire aganſt your father , haumg as yet the bloud of your brothers before your 
redand Mjer, and al che aſſurances of the ſcepter in your bands ? Needs mult you perpetrate a parricide 
ſe who omuke your ſelfc prſſeſſour of 4 crowne,wbich was acquired for you by ſo ſolemne & authen- 
azedty Mithul a Teſtament? Looke you after uothing but the blond of your father, tu ſet 4 ſcale vponit? 
rward, i Jeaof 4 father, whoſe lifers ſo dearc to al boneſt men , and of nature ſoindulgent to loue his 
ted by Whilaren,that haue neuer ſo litle merit, Aningratitude able ro make heauenvlush, and earth 
he hal tremble yuder your feet, An moratutude worthy that al the elements shaald conſpire ta 


Lſle his MW puoicb ir, | 
d rety- This man ceaſed not to diſcharge againſt him words of fire with a maſ@ 
kiſefsFWculine eloquence , and the miſerable Anripater proſtrate.i himſelfe. on the 
by (ground, and prayed Go. ro doe a miracle in tauour of him, tro make many- 
teſt his innocency, ſince he found himſelfe ſo oppreſſed by the malice of men, 
earing Wit isa wonder ( ſaith the hiſtorian) that thoſe who during their life hane 
henext FWoclieued no God, would yet acknowledge him at their death. This man lined 
Ireay Wa if there were neither Heauen, God, nor Angels, and now ſeeing himſelfe 
age toÞinthe horrours of death, prayed the Diuinity to excuſe his crime. Yarw ſaith 
to him : My freind, expect not extraordinary ſignes ſrom heauen in your fauour , but if 
Ju haye any good reaſons, boldly produce them. The King your ſather deſirerh notbing more 
ben your iuſtification, Thereupon he ſtood contounded, like aloſt man, Varw 
ting the poy ſon that had been before repreſented ro the Counſel,cauſed ir 
ddegiuen to an offender already condemned, who inſtantly dyed, and al tha 
ſembly aroſe ( asit is ſaid ) with manifeſt condemnation of Antipater. His 
aher eſtceming him abſolutely conuicted, required of him his complices: 
Kc only named Antiphilus, who brought the poylon, ſaying this wicked man 
& cauſe of al his vnhappynes. 
It was a great chance Heyod at that tyme had not cauſed the ſentence of 
ne lleeath to be executed vpon him : but according to his ordinary procee- 
ng, he reſolueth to informe Ceſar of al that had paſſed , and to ſend 
mn the whole proceſſc formally drawvne, to order al at his pleaſure, Inthe 
ane tyme Antipater is ſtreightly impriſoned, expeRing howerly as a miſcs 
Wie vigime,the ſtroke of death, 


Herod 


Wilþgned with my one hand , and thou canſt not alitle ſtay ; til thy fathers eyers cloſed by - 
# Cl wtaral death, to entoy it ? It was thither thy purpoſe aymed, when with ſuch heat thou didſt © 


_— 


/D 


_ 
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Horrible Rate of Herod at that tyme was about ſcauenty yeares of age ;zand already fy ſcore 
Herod inhis latter through imbecillity of body, the approach of the laſt hower. It wasay 


daycs. . 


| im, 
The golden Eagle Ag foone as his ſickneſſe was bruited abroad , Indss and Matthias, the Prin 


thowne downe, 


hard morſel for him to diſgeſt. Neuer man better loued this preſent life, 
freely would | e haue forſaken his part of the next wo 1d eternally to eg; 
this,though he in cffe& was therein moſt vnhappy. Towards the end of hi 
dayes he grew ſo harsh, ſo wayward, then ſo collerick and furious, thathy 
houſehold ſeruants knew not how to come about him: they handled himjz 
his Palace as an old Lyon, chayned with the fetters of an incurable mala, 
He perſuaded himſelte he was hated of al the world , and was therein gg 
whit deceiued, as hauing giuen too great occafion rherof, The Peggy 
almoſt forgot their duty with impatience, and could no longer endif 
lingr11 
wound 
colout 
ambit 
with a 
tohea; 


put h1 
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night 
ken, 


cipal DoRours of the lewish Law,who had the youth at command, perſuade] 
the moſt valiant of their ſe& ro vndergoe a bold aduenture, which y 
that Herod hauing reedified & adorned the Temple of Ieruſulem, 8&( As he had, 
wayes ſhewed himſelfe for the accommodation of his owne eſtate tobe y 
Idolater of Caſars fortune) {et vponthe principal gate the Romane Eagk yMerrac 
glittcring in gold. This much offended the ſight of the Iewes, who could nfifſhle an 
endure any ſhould place purtraitures of menor breaſts, or any oticer figuretever 1 
in their Temples, ſo much they abhorred ſuch monſters, which their fate 
had ſeen adored in &gypr. Behold why this ludas and Matthias, who weret 
Chiefe , thinking the {ikneſle of Herod would help then, began carneſtipy 
exhorrt the moſt valiant of the yong men, who euery day frequented ther 
houſes , totake in hand the quarre] of God according to the ſpirit ofthey 
Anceſtours , and to beat downe this abhomination , which they had fi 
ypon their Temple. That the peri} was not now ſo great, Herod hauing enough 
to doe to wraſtlewith his owne paine : bur if it ſhould aappen they loſtther 
lives, todye inſo glorious an aG was to be buried in the midſt of palmet 
triumphs. 

There needed no more to encourage the youth.Behold a troup of theme 
aduenturous came forth about the midſt of the day, armed with axcs a 


cents, 
dwne b 
glOus || 


hatchets, who climbed to the top of the Temple and hewed in pieces tlſ1gn 
Eagle inthe fight of the whole world, Iudas and Matthias being there preſea} Sb4l 
and ſeruing for trumpers in this exploit. The noyſe heerof inſtantly came for 
the Palace, and the Captayne of the Guard ran thither with the moſtrel fador 
Jute ſoldiers,Be much feared ſome further plot and that this defacing of teſſ#ized h 
Eagle might proue a preamble to fone greater (edition, But at the ht of h fo! 
he began to charge, the people retyred, which the more encouraged himinfſ<dhim 
purſuit. Fourty yong men of thoſe who had done the feat were takenintiqP*#e a 
place, !udes and Matthias, who accompanied them, deeming it a thing vawo {! tro: 
thy tofly away,and that at the leaſt they ought to follow them in peril, who/neme 
they had brought intodanger, Being preſenred to Herod and demanded fronf%, for 
whence this boldines proceeded, they freely anſwered, their plot had beyf ſore 
fully agreed vpon among themſclues, and if it were to doe againe , the ff 
would be in readinefſero put it in execution, in regard they were moucza y 
bound to Moyſes then Herod,. Herod amazed at this reſolurion,and fearing greifftmenr 
ter commotions, cauſed them to be ſecretly conueyed to lerico, whither himj The v 
ſclfe after, though crazy, was carryed,and affembling the principal ,ſpaketP/thar v 
them out of his litter , making along narration of the good ofhees he naſpadask: 
done in fauour of the whole Nation, of the Temple he had builr for thengp' at r| 
of the ornaments with which he had enriched it, adding , he had done in felÞisact. 
yeares what their Aſmonean Kings could not performe in ſix-ſcore : And ffikinne 
recompence of his piety, at noone day they had hewed downe, with notavwgun. 

boldnes, a holy guift, which he hadrayſcd in the Temple , wherein God wi As he 
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more intereſſed then himſelfe; for which he required a reaſon. 
Theſe now, fearing any further to incenſe him, declined the danger, and 
thim vpon their companions, leauing them to the pleaſure of the King.Art 
that tyme the high pricſthood is taken trom Matthias, and another Matthr.4s, 
who was held to haue been the authour of the (edition , burned aliue thar 
night, with his companions, at which tyme an ecclypſe of the moone was 
ſen, that made this ſpectacle much the more dreadful. 

Herod in few dayes ,after he had tried in vaine, and worne out al humane 
remedies. was reduced to that horrible ſtate of malady,whichis rightly def(- 
cribed by 1oſephus and Euſebius of Ceſarea, God would haue him inthis litetaſt 
in long oraughts the cup of his 1uſtice, waſting that caytife carcaſſe with 
lingring rorments. Behold the cauſe why he was touched with a manyfelt 
wound trom heauen, and aſſaulted with a furious ſquadron of remedileiſe 
tolours, He who from his yong dayeshad been enflamed with a deſperate 
ambition, felt at his dearh a fire, which deuoured his marrow andentrayles 
withaſecret & ſubtile fame, He who alhis lite tyme had anenraged hunger 
toheap vp treaſures, eucn to the opening of Dauids and Slomons ſepulchers to 
atract booty from thence, was afflicted with dog-like hunger, both hotti- 
ble and ſhameful, which cauſed him day and night ro cry out for meat, yet 
ever was ſatiated. He who had made ſo many voyages and gone ſo many 

estomake himlclte great, ſaw then his feet {wolne with bad and phleg- 
matike humours, He who in his life had cauſed ſo many tortures ro be in- 
fliced, felt outragious and intollerable collicks whichracked him, He who 
haitakenlife away from ſo many men, was ſey zed with an aſthma which hin. 
dred his breathing, He who eſteemed prudence and humane policie forthe 

newes of his eſtare,felr in his þody cramps & conuultions of finewes, which 
gue him many ſhakes. He who ſhed thebloud ofthe poore Mariamne, who 
fewher ſonnes ro make the kids(as ſaiththeScripture)boyle inthe milke of 

eirdamme, bricfly , he who wallowed in the bloud of abour 14000 Inno- 
cents, of purpoſe to inuolue therein the Sauiour of the world, died in his 
wne bloud, afflicted with a cruel fluxe. He who abuſed his body with prodi- 
gious luxuries, had dying his ſecret parts filled with lice and vermine , with 
dignominious Priapiſme, a malady notto be named, | 

Shal we then ſay the 0juine prouidence of God hath no eyes to be wakes 
ll forthe punishment of the wicked ? This deſperate wretch , inſtead of 
adoring the iuſtice of God at his death,and kiſſing the rod which had cha- 
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> of teÞized him,dreameth of new flaughters, publiſheth an Edi&, by which he ſen- 
firſt aÞeeth for the principal of the lewes of cuery Prouince to Ierico, whither he cau- 
dhimſclfe to be carried, and ſhutting them vp in a Theater calleth his ſiſter 


le and her husband Alexas, and then ſpeaketh to themin theſe words: 


ſe me ; p;t 1 am affl1cled my death 5hal not be lamented as 1 deſire, if you aſtift not, Know 
WW", for this purpoſe I baue ſent for al the Nobility of Iudza, whom you bane in Jour bands, 
f ſaone as my eyes are cloſed, put them al to the ſword , and let nor my death be dinulged til 
WP} the fortune of theſe ſame people be k nowneto their freinds , by this meanes I hope to fil 
Udza with reares and ſighes, which shal make my ſoule leaue my body with the more con- 
mment, 

The wretch in ſaying this, with many ſcalding teares beſought hisſiſterby 
that which ſhe eſteemed in the world moſt glorious, moſt ſacred ,as if he 
adasked Paradiſe of her, andthat neceſſarily ſhe muſt promiſe it to content 
| um at that inſtant with oath, though afterwa:d it were neuer executed. In 
hisa&t alone he wel declared he had the ipirit of a rauening wolte in the 
of a man,and that the thirſt ot humane bloud was become natural to 
notapn. 


Feareful malady 
of Herod, 


it troubleth me not to ae and tender the tribute 10 nature which ſo many Kmgs bhaue paid Notorious cruelty; 


a= 


30d wif AS he was framing this notableTeſtament, letters were brought him from p..h of Aatis 


_ Rome, 


s 


patcr. 
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Rome, written by Ceſars command, which certified him that Acme, a leyj 
Lady,of Liuia's trayne, the wife of Auguſtus, had been condemned for finif 
intelligence with Antipater , and for that cauſe puniſhed with death :as@ 
cerning his ſonne, he wholy left him to his diſpoſition. This man inthew 
point of death ſtil ſucked vengeance with maruecilous {weerneſle, Vponth 
newes hetaketh courage againe , and cals for an apple and a knyte, buy 
himſelfe in the paring of ir. But in theſe employments, as his paynes rej 
bled, he waxed weary of life,which he ſo much had loued,and at that inf 
one of his Grand-children, named Achiabus, who ſtood neer tothe bed; 
ceiuing he roted his eyes, ful of rage, and made a ſhew as if he woulda 
ſtabbed himſelfe with the knyfe he had in his hand ( which much affrighty 
the yong Prince ) held back his arme, as wel as he could , and began tomg 
aterriblc out-cry, as if his Grand-father had yealded vp the Ghoſt, wha 
vpon the whole Palace was inan vprore. Antipater who fromthe priſonhet 
al this tumult , ſuppoſing Herod was at the laſt caſt , his teer irched in high 
ters, and did not as yet deſpaire of the crowne, offering as one would 
mountaynes of gold to his Keeper,to {et him ar liberty, But, o the 1udgenj 
of God !lhis Gaoler inftead of giuing eare to al his rewards, went dire& 
his Father, andrelateth to him , how Antipater vied al poſſible meanestgj 
out of priſon, and take poſſeſſion of the Kingdome. Herod houling and kng 
ing his hcad, how ( faith he ) wil che parricide murther me in my bed? 1 ball 
enough left totake away his. Then lifting himſelfe vp , and leaning onhiy 
low,he calleth one of his Guard , Goe you imediately (faith he ) ro rhe priſen;al 
this parricide, and let him be buried in Hircanus cafile without funeral pomp. Thiy' 
incontinently executed,and ſuch was the end of this wicked wretch,wh 
diſturbed earth and helto place himſelte in his fathers Throne, according 
certaine Mathemattcians had foretold him. ** aY 

Few dayes after his death, Herod , hauing declared Archelaw for Sit 
ſour of the Kingdome, contrary to his firſt wil which was diſpoſed inthe 
halfe of Antipater,after he had accommodated his two other ſonnes withap-=* 

End of apolitician ſhares as ſeemed good to him,and giuen large legacies to Auguſtus Ceſar, jt | 
moſt ditaſtrous, ded vp his wicked ſoule inrage and deſpayre, in the LXX. yeare of hisa H 
d and XXX VII. of hisraigne, 

A Prince ( ſaith 1oſephw) who al his life deſired to be Maſter of his ll, Y 
and aſlaue of his paſſions, and who, notwithſtanding al his great feliciti k 
ought to be reputed the moſt miſerable on the carth. Behold in what tearne Q 
this Authour,a great ſtatiſt, ſpeaketh it, toteach humane policy , thereisnſhL [ 

prudence, wiſdome, counſel, greatneſſe, nor happynes , where Godisn EVI 
preſent. Forlaying aſide eternal torments of the other life, wherewith tl 
barbarous man dying in puniſhments was encopaſſed,1 aſſure my-ſclfethx DEI 
is neither peaſant, nor handi-crafts man, if he be not mad, would giue oneamn y T 
of his life for the thirty ſeauenycares of Herods raigne , which he paſſed MI 
continual apprehenſions,thorny affayres,perilous voyages,ſiniſter diſtrul [ 
froſty feares of death, barbarous crueltics,remorſes of conſcience, the il F $ 
runners ofhel,leauing beſides a ſhort and vnfortunate poſterity, Behold SER 
picture and Elogy, ; FOE 
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:ropes ASCALONITA'VVLTV 
FERVS, ANIMO BARBARYVS, 
LYTOET SANGVINE MACERATVS, 
AQVO NIHIL ADSVMMAM CRVD E- 
LITATEM PRATER DEICIDIVM AB- 
FVIT, DEICIDIO VOLVNTAS NON 
DEFVIT:VVLPINA FRAVDE REGNVM 
IVDEAAINVASIT, AN. MVNDI TER 
MILLESSIMO NONGENTESSIMO SEX A- 


SERVVS, IVRIS DOMINVS, FORTVNA 
FOELIX, CYCLOP AA VITA I N FOELI- 
CISSIMVS. DESIIT CALESTI PLAGA 
FERALIS MORBI, ANNO REGNI TRI- 
CESSIMO. SEP TIMO , VIT A FERME;, 
PPTVAGESSIMO , CHRISTI OCTAVO. 
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NIC ALAN AL AT LA LADA ALAR ALALCKOTET 


VPON THE PICTVRE OF HEROD.. 


A man y0-whit with ciul grace indu'd, 
Of viſage hydeous , of manners rude, 
eA. monſter made of maſsacres and bloud, 
That boldly God , Heau'n , Nature's lawes withſtood: 
Il-words within no certaine limits fal, 

But who once mentions Herod ſpeaketh al. 


Y the catriage of this Court one may ſce whither vice tranſports 
B great fortunes, In the perſon of Ariſtobulus and Hircanus , you behol{ 

that the canker is toa body leſſe dagerous, thenthe diſcord of brothe 
to aſtate, 

In the perſon of Antipater, a freind for aduantage , who ſeeketh to fiſh in; 
troubled water, inthe end fiſheth his fil, but is drowned in the a&;to teachyy 
there is nopolicy ſo great, asto be an honeſt man,and that he who prepare 
ſnares for another diggeth his owne graue, 

Inthe perſon of Pompey, an Arbitratour, who worketh his owne endsy, 
dr th. colour of iuſtice, who buildeth his ambition onthe ruines of ſiarg,y 
the end the earth, which faileth him for his conqueſts, denicth him aſeq, 
cher. He tound no more Countreyes to conquer, and ſcarcely had heſixtor 
of carthto make him atomb, 

In that of Hircanus , too much credulity , too much facility to pleaſeothe 
humours, too much puſillanimity in the gouernment of luſtice, whichhed 
long threw him into a life as miſerable , as his death was cruel and blou, 

In that'of Antony, a paſſionate Tudge, who turneth with al winds, and ſuft- 
reth himſelfe tobe carried along by the ſtronger , without conſiderations 
Juſtice. | 
- Tn that of 1oſeph and Sohemw,that it is perilous to treat with women, thoup 
free from il purpoſe , and much more dangerous to reueale a ſecret , whi 
who wilſafely keep, muſt make his hart a ſepulcher for it. 

In thatof yong Aritobulws , how the moſt beautiful hopes are ſtorme-de 
ten in the bud, and that you muſt walke vpon the proſperitic of the worlds 
on ice; that it muſt be handled like glaſſe , fearing alwayes they break notu 
the luſtre of their brightneſle. . 

Inthat of Alexandre, a boundfes ambition , defignes without effec, afli 
tions denoyd of conſolations, torments without patience, and a death with. 
out deſerts, and al this becauſe ſhe gaue not a good temper of vertuc toir 
ſoule, 

In that of the ſonnes of Mariamne , innocency perſecuted, and alitle vail 
of tongue deſperately reuenged. 

 Inthat of yong Antipater,policy deceiued,the cloud of humane hopes i 
ked, puniſhment and reuengecuer attending an offender, _- 

Inthe perſon of Herod, anenraged ambition, which giueth motion toalh 
crimes, a double ſoule, crafty, cautelous, polirike, miſcheiuous, bloudy,b! 
barous, ſauage, and withal in the beſt of his tricks benummed , doltiſh, 20 


'dul, thinking to make a fortune to the preiudice of religion and _— 
$000 
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A goodly fortune, to make himſelfe great, and liue in the hatred of al the 
world , in the remorſes of a Cyclopean conſcience, athouſand tymes a day to 
cal vpon death , not being ableto dye, and in theend todye ina body lea- 
ous, ſtinking, louzey, and deathtoteare his ſoule from him with ſcabbes 
Fench, and lice, to make it ſuruiue it's rorments in an eternity of flames See 
ounot heer taire fruits of humane wiſdome , impiety , and atheiſme? | 
In that of Mariamne, aſoule rayſed aboue the higheſt ſphere of true great= 
nefſe, a ſoule truly royal, holy, rel:gious, courteous, mercitul, wiſe, affable 
audendowed with an incomparable patience, who as an Eagle ſtrong of w ing 
2nd courage, ſoaring aboue the ſtormes of the v,orld , maketh her ſelfe Mit 
ſtrelſe of Tempeſts and thunders, which for that they haue ſerned as an ——_ 
cizeof her conſtancy,and perpetual battailes tor her life,ſhal through al Ages 


attend the immorrality of her glory, 


Ring of God. 


4. Sorts of life, 


Extraction of 
Theodoſius, 


FIFTH BOOK 


— —— 


FORTY NATE PIETY. 


E haue hitherto beheld a Court, whichrather reſembleth Pay 
phemus caue then a Kings Palace, to teach Great-ones there is ng 
brutiſhnes ſo ſauage, wherinto ingratitude towards God,& vice 
doth not precipitate a forſaken ſoule, Ler ys now ſce, thatasyp, 
> bridled paſſions are of power ro make a hel of a Princes Cour, 
ſothe practize of piety and other vertues make ir a true Paradiſe, Beholdthe 
Court of Theodoſius the Yonger , a Prince, who ſeemed to be borne for nothing 
els but toallye theſcepter to vertues, and manifeſt what royal greatueſſecy 
doe, guided by the rules of piety. 

Itisno ſmal miracle to behold a holy King. If God affe&ed the curioſity 
wearingaring,as wel in effeRasthe ſcripture attributeth it to him in allegy. 
ry,the moſt aggreable characters he would engraue therin, were the namesof 
good Kings, who are his moſt liuely repreſentations,as thoſe, who wed tOgek. 
ther power and goodnes,two inſeperable pieces of God,but very incopatible 
in the life of man, ſuchare the corruprions of this Age.Someliue inthe worll 
tranſported with the torrents thereof, and that is weakneſle, Others fly the 
world,and in flying oft-tymes cary it along with them, andrhis is an 1lluſion 
Others ſeperate theſclues as wel in bodie as affeRion, & this is prudence:Bu 
few are found , who bearing the world on their ſhoulders through neceſliy, 
doetread it vnder-foot by contempt of vanities. That is it which this grex 
Prince hath done, whoſe Court we heer deſcribe: for being ſeated amongpes- 
ple,he built adeſfertinhis harc, & in a vaſt Ocean of affaires he liued as fiſhes, 
which keep ſilence within the loud noice of waues, and preſcrue their plump 
ſubſtance freſh in the brackiſh waters, 1 goc not about to place Theodoſiwthe 
Yonger inthe ranke of the braueſt and moſt heroitke ſpirits, you hereafter ſhal 
ſee others more couragious & warlike; bur I purpoſely haue ſele&ed thishif 
tory,drawne trothe Chronicle of Alexandria, Zonar as, Zozomen, Raderus, & others, 
ro teach certaine vain-glorious people , who make no account bur of tho 
trifling ſpirits, fierce, mutinous, & vnquiet,ſtampt with the coine of impiety 
how much they miſſe of their reckoning; ſeeing this Emperour, with the ſole 
armes of piety and modeſty, caryed himſelfe in a very long and moſt proſpe 
rous raigne, amidſt horrible tempeſts, which ſeemed ready to rend the worls 
and otherraih Princes, who made ſhew to ſwallow earth and ſeas, were drow- 
nedin aglaſle of water, : 

God made his birth and education ſingularly to contribute to the ſandlt) 
of iris life. He was deſcended from Traian, called the good Emperour by [v 
pereminence of worth:his Grand-fother was the great Theodoſius, a man,wh0 


in arines had no ſuperiour that precceded him, and in piety no betrer ſecon 
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then his Grand-child. The Emperour Arcadius was his father, a moſt generous' 

Prince, who inthe very beginning of the fitth Age,to wit the yeare after rhe 

Natiuity of our Sautonr foure hundred and one,ſaw this infant riſe asa brighr 

ſtarre, ar that tyme when he ended the courle of his life, as the Poets feigned 

theSunne reareth him(elfe from the bed of aged Tython to illuſtrate the world. 

Hisnatiuity was forctold by the mouth of Saints ; his moſt tender infancy His birth foreto!d, 
conſecrated by rhe deſtruction of Idols , God at one and the ſame tyme put- 

ting him in the number of the lining, and in the ranke of Protecours of the 

Church, by a moſt remarkable a&, ot which behold the narration, 

Saint Procoptus , an Hermit endowed with admirable ſanctity, illumined Prophecy of Saint 
with theſpirit of Prophecy,liued in the Ile of Khodes, praying daily for the de= Procepius, 
ſru&ion of ſome remnants of Idolatry, which raigned 1n the Roman Empyre, 
whe by good chace two holy Prelats, Porphyrius & 19hn,the one Biſhop of Gaz, 
the other of Ceſares in Paleſtine , ſayling for that purpoſe to Conſtantmople, went 
tolodge in the Hermirage of this holy man. He hauing receiued them with al 
relpe& anſwerable to their qualities, and entertayned them according to the 
pouerty of the Cel, vnderſtanding they trauelled ro the Capital Citty of the 
Faſterne Empyre , of purpoſe to obtaine an Edict trom the Emperour abſo. 
utely to deſtroy the Temples of Idols, and bridle the inſolencies of Pagans, 
who ſtirred with ſo much the more boldneſle as the drouping faintneſſe of 
the gouernment of thoſe tymes promiſed them impunity , he was infinitly 
comforred to ſee ſo great Perſonages vndertake ſo worthy a worke,and God 
then prompting him cheſe words, he ſayth : Courage Fathers, the glory of this con 
queſt s dew to your piety : Goe ſtoutly to Conſtantinople , «nd acquaint the boly Bizhop 
John Chryſoſtome with this d:ſigne, reſoluing to execute what he shal think fir, For the 
rf, kyow che Empreſſe is nyne mouthes gone with child, and that which is more , 5he beareth 
an Emperour in her womb: vpon the mother and the ſonne who u tobe borne, depends the expe- 
liton of this affayre. They very glad of this preaiQion,lett the good Hermit Proco. 
jw, and intendayes arriued at Conſtantmople , where preſently they viſited S. 
lebn chryſoftome , who recciued them with much reſpec and very great con- 
tentment, 

+ Theaffaire being put into deliberation, the Biſhop of Conſtantinople ſaw wel 
that the Empreſſe might therein much aſſiſt, & that God ordinarily vſeth the 
piety of women to aduance the affaires of religion. Notwithſtanding hedurſt 
not preſent theſe two Prelats to heF , fearing his recommendation might be 
preindicial: for he very lately had a ſharp difference with the Empreſle. It was 
Eutoxig, a woman of a great (pirit,8& who naturally loued vertue,as milk in her —_— —_— 
infancy,but ſhe had a hart extreamely haughty, & quickly would be offendeq ® * F909 
ifany thing of great conſequence were vndertaken againſt her authority,Be= 
hold wherefore $.Chryſoſtome, who was of no pleaſing diſpoſitis,as one who had 
afpirit alienated from ordinary coplements, fomerymes towards thoſe of his 
owne cote, reprchending her openly at many meetings inthe point of glory, 
wherein in ſhe moſt deſired to be ſoothed , raiſed her indignation to the 
clouds, She was as yet inthe height of her paſſion againſt him, and there. Her humougg 
forehe iudging it to no purpoſe for him to ſollicite her , cauſed the two 
bilhbops to be preſented by the meanes of one calted Amantiue, an attendant 
of Eudexia's chamber,a very wiſe man, and of great credit with his Lady, She 
who knew her child-bed tyme at hand, gaue very free accefle to religious 
men , as hoping al good ſuccefſe by help of their deuotions ; and 
ſeeing theſe two Biſhops were very particularly recommended to her by Bishops treare 
Mmantivs , in quality of perſons endowed with a very eminent ſanciry, withthe Ewprely 
ſhe was vnſatisfied til ſhe had ſcen them , ani hauing moſt courtcouſly 
ſaluted them, excuſing her bigneſſe with childro hane hindred her paſſage to 
the doore for their reception, according to the viſual practizc towards per- 
ſons of their worth , ſhe forbeare not moſt affe&tionatly to coniure them 
Aa: to 1mM- 
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to imploy their moſt feruent prayers to obtaine of God a happy deliuery fy 
her. The holy Biſhops, after they had wiſhed her the child-birth ot arg, of 
Rebecca, and Saint Elizabeth, began ro declare the caule of their voyage , vnfq]. 
ding in very expreſſe termes the indignity of this ldolatry , the inſolency vo 
Pagans , the contempt of things ſacred, the oppreſſion ct people, the lamey, 
table miſchiefe it woul be ro behold the worſhiping of 1dols {til ro flourj 
whichto aboliſh the Sauiour of the world had ſo much fwear, ſo niuch wept 
and ſhed ſo much bloud; and to ſec it predominate as it were in the eyts of ; 
moſt magnificent Emperour , and a moſt religious Emprefle , who had althe 
meanesto extirpate it. That in ſuch a field the palmes ot eternal glory ſhoulj 
be gathered, an: that better they could not ſecure their eſtate , then by ef, 
troying the w orke of Sathan, to ereetrhe rropheys of leſw. 

Eudoxta taketh fire , being thereto otherwiſe wel enough diſpoſed, and pre. 
miſeth ro recommend the bufinefle to the Emperour, to obteine the diſpz. 
ches they required for their berter contentment, The Biſhops retired, expec. 
ting the effe of this promiſe. T he Lady faileth nor to offer her requeſts, and 
ſtrike the ſtroke with her beſt dexterity. But Court affaires procced not 4. 
wayes onthe ſame feet , which the deſires of the zealous moue ypon: ſhe fn. 
deth the Connſel engaged in theſe retardations, who thinke it to no purpoſe 
Tndgement of Ar- to roule ſuch a ſtone , That Idvlatry show!d be lefr to bury it-ſelfe , and at leaſure dr 
candius his Coun- !t's owne funera!s, That the meanes to rume 1t, is to remoue the beads of the ſe from al kin 
{cl, of honour» and publike dignities: to forbid the exercixe of ſuperſtition and Conuentisles,whi 

they make in priuate bouſes,to ſubdew Idolatours,and burne them, as it is ſaid, with a ſoſtfm; 
That the demelishment which sheuid be made of thoſe great Temples of Idols which yet rems. 
ned, would make much noyſe , and yeald litle fruit; that this might thruſt rebellions ſpmitsny 
manifeſt deſpaire; and in a word it was feared , it might be « meanes t0 turnethe co)ne of th 
Emperours coffers another way , who drew 4 good round reyenew ſrewm rhe City oj Gau, 
whuh euen at that tyme was tn band, 

The conſideration of intereſt, which cuer holdeth as it were the aſcendent 
inthe ſpirits of men, tranſported at that tyme the beliete of the Empreſſ, 
who would no further procced inthis purſuit, She cauſed the Biſhopstobe 
aſſembled , ſignifying to them, how hauing treated this buſineſſe with much 
fidelity and ſollicitude , ſhe could nor find the Counſel diſpoſed to this reſo 
lution ; that they muſt haue patience, and ſuffer the truitto ripen beforeithe 
gathered, ; 

Porphyrius vafol- , Thereupon Porphyriw,Biſhop of Gaz,the principal Agent,as being the mol 

deth the prophecy Interefſed, wel perceyuing the Empreſle had not vied the vemolt of her cred, 

ſayth to her ina diſcreet and effeual manner : Madam , that your Maieſty my mt 

feare ſenouſly ro employ your endeauours m the buſineſſe now in queſtion , 1 premiſe younn- 

compence, that God wil giue you 4 ſonne, which you beare in your body , and that quicklju 

shal ſee it to ſway the ſcepter by your ſiae, Women deſire nothing more then to 

conceyue male children : Bur if it concerneth eſtabliſhment of houſes, 

they paſſionately loue their ſonnes, Eudoxia , who notwithſtanding althe 

forcible words of Porphyriw had before not vudertaken the affayre but 

fleightly, vpon this promiſe made to her of a male child, and of a ſonneto be 

Emperour, proteſteth to imploy her ſe}te wholy therin, and in ſuch manner 

that ſhe not only would cauſe the Idols of Gazato be throwne downe tothe 

ground , and abſolutely raze the Temple , but ( which was not to be er 

pected from her zcale) ſhe addeth, ſhe would build inthe place ofthe 1empk 

(it being demoliſhed) amoſt magnificent Church. Porphyris thay king hertot 

ſo much fauour,takethleaue toretire to his lodging , attending the cffed of 

Birth of Theodo- the good mans prophecy. Eudoxia fay leth nor in tew dayes to be deliueredofi 

bus, faire ſonne, who js our Theodoſius the Yonger. As ſoone as he beginnetht0 

breath ayre, behold him couered with royal purple , declared Auguſtus, with 

Intention to aſſociate him the yearc following to the Empyre of his _ 
t 
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al the world was poiwred into ioy at the birth ofthis infant, there was 
noching but ſports , largelles, and publike alacrity ; ſo much haþpineſle they 

-omiſed themſelues tor this litle Theodoſiis , in whoſe intancy already were 
ſen al hopes of the publike to bud, 

The Empreſle ſeauen dayes atrter her deliuery, ſhewing herlſclfe very grate- 
flro God,cauſed the Biſhops to be called, and receiued them at her chainber 
doore, then holding her litle Theudoſius couered with a royal garment in her 
armes, Fathers ( ſayth ſhe to them ) behold rbe fruit of your prayers , bleſſe the morier 
ad ker inſant. Then bowing her royal head vayer the hands and benediction 
afthe Biſhops, ſhe preſenterh tothem the fruit of her child-bearing to be 
marked with the ſigne of our Redeimption, which they preſently did, 

The good Empreſle hauing made them ro fit downe , Wel then ( faith ſhe ) 
what 52.41 we doe for diſcharge of aur promiſe? Porphyrius taking the word, relaterth 
to her a dreamne he had the night before vpon this ſubie& : which was,that he 
ſemed to be at Gaz4,a Citty of his Biſhopricke,in theTemple of Idols, named 
the Temple of Marna , and that the Empreſſe comming to him offered him a 
book of the Ghoſpcls, intreating him to open it andread therein whatſoe- 
verhe ſhould firit encounter, andthat vpon the opening therot he tound 
theſe words couche( inthe Ghoſpel of S. Mathew : Thou art Peter, and vpon this 
whe will build my Chur-!), 42d the gates of Hel shal baue no power againſt it : and that 
thereupon the Empreſile ſhould ſay: Courage , in good tyme, That ( faith ſhe ) 
very wel accorderh with the defigne_ I haue figured inmy mind for the expe- 
dition of our affayre, In few dayes 1 hope the ſonne whom God hath giuen 
me ſhal be preſented at the holy: font Baptiſme : In the meane tyme pre- 
pare ſome very ample requeſt,what ever you think good of, & vpon returne 
from the Chriſtening,tuſt at your going out of the Church, preſent it confi- 
deatly to my ſonne. 1 wil inſtruc him that ſhal carry him in his armes, to 
takeit,and doe what then ſhal be needful, When he 1s returned to the houſe, I 
wildoe the reſt, and hope fo much from the mercitul hand of God, that we 
ſhalhaue al we deſire, The Biſhops aſſembled fayle not to preſent their re- 
queſt,cauſing therein to be inſerted, not only the dedtruction of the Temple, 
butalſo many priuiledges and immunities in taugur of their Churches, 

The day of Baptiſme being come, al the Citty is adorned ani hanged, in 
ſach ſort that it ſeemed a litle heauen, where the ſunne and ſtarres (miled our 
of their houſes, The infant is caricd in ſolemne pomp to the font, waſhed, and 
regenerated with the water of Baptiſme, by the hands of S. lehn Chryſoſtome, 
who gane him the name of Theodofius his Grand-father, and thenadopred him 
for his ſpiritual child, Baptiſme ended, they went out of the Church in very 
g00d order: The Princes and Lords of the Court glittered in robes of their 
dprees,as ſtarres,the Court of Guard was in very good equipage, the num- 
der of thoſe, who attyred in white bare burning tapers in their hands, was ſo 
preat,that they ſ-cmed to equa] the lights of heauen. The Emperour Arcadius 
was there in perſon, appearing that day with a moſt ſinguiar maieſty, as he 
who had giuen an Emperour tothe world, Neer to the father the litle Theo- 
&fu was caried , who drew teares of ioy fromal the people. The Biſhops 
Inphyriu and 1obn beheld this goodly proceſſion to paſſe along, and in the 
meane tyme ſpied their opportunity. They tayled not to aproach neer , as 
the Empreſſe had inſtructed them, and with a lowly obeyſance preſented their 
petition tothe infant. The Gentleman who bare him in his armes receyued 
t and opened it, as if he would inake the litle Theodoſins to read it, afterwards 
Skilfally guiding him with his hand, he made him bow his head , vpon which 
e cried out aloud ſpeaking to the Emperour who was neer : Sacred Maicſty, 
Our lite Maſter agreeth ynto al whatſoeuer theſe good Prelats baue asked of him: and in 
peaking this held the petition vpon his breſt, The people, credulous and 

irousto flatter the Emperour, thinking the infant had made this inclina+ 
tion 
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tion of his owne motion, began at that inſtant to thunder with lowd acct;. 
martions of ioy,congratulating with the Emperour,that he had a ſonne, wy 
through forwardneſle of iudgement already receiued petitions, 

As ſoone as they were come to thePalace,the mother, who had contrine; 
al this buſines, made it to beread to her ouer & ouer,as athing ſhe had neye; 
thought on before, and ſtraight wayes commandeth inthe preſence of the 
Emperour to open the petition once againe, There was to be read the g. 
ſtru&ion of the Temple of Marna, and many immunities . which the Biſhoy; 
earneſtly demanded, The Emperour knew not which way toturne him, ye 
knowing he had very lately reieRed this ſuit at his Counſcl-table , reſoluin 
with himſelfeto refuſe it the ſecond tyme, Bur the battery was too forcible 
Endexia declared it was an il preſage not to ratify the firſt grant ber ſonne hy 
made,by a kind of miracle, in ſuch an age, ſuch a habit, on ſuch a day, ani 
among ſuch ſhouts of the people. 1 know nor who could haue rcfilteg ſy 
{wecrt violences. 

Arcadius , wil he nit he, was conſtrained preſently ro ſigne the petition 
without reſtri&tion or modification; & which is more, to conſtirnte expreſs 
Commiſſioners for the execution thereof, who fayled not vpon the vreen 
ſollicitation made by the Empreſle,to raze the Temple of Marrs, and build; 
moſt ſtately Church 1n the place, 

Behold how potent and religiouſly cunning women are, when they addi 
themſcluesto good. But God made al theſe paſſages conduce to the glory 
his wel-beloued Theodoſius , willing that hel ſhould houle and tremble alread 
vnder the feet of aninfanr, who wasno more then borne , to make him oy 
day dreadful to al the powers of impiety. 

The ioy the parents conceiued for the birth of Theodofius was not long, | 
know not through what miſchance Eudoxia cotefted againe with $, Chriſofam, 
vpona wiltulnes, as forcible inthe pu: ſuit as vnfortunate in the iſſue ; for 
ſteeped the remnant of this poore Princefle dayes in bitter diſtafts, and head 
long threw her into a death diſaduantagious to the reputation of her life:to 
teach Great-ones, and aboue al Ladies, to bridle their paflions , and neuerty 
oppoſe the authority of the Church. The Miters of Prelates are as th: 
Crownes of the Kings of &gypt, they carry aſpicks which inſenſibly ſting 
thoſe,who too necr approach with interion to offend them, hauing iuſticea 
their ſide, It was a ſhameful ſpectacle for Chriſtendome, to ſee vpouthis 
great Theater of the world a woman conteſt with a Biſhop, and hazardhe 
reputation againſt the moſt eloquent tongue of the world. T his Princeſſeus 
ardenr in any thing ſhe enterprized, and made al affayres dance to the tuned 
her intentions : ſhe ſo powertully wrought the Biſhops, that they aſſembled 
litle Councel of Prelates, paſſionate,and plyant to her wil , who pafledaſe- 
rence of condemnation againſt Chryſoſtome,vnder pretext of a ſcroule, charged 
witha tedious contexture of calumnies, inuented againſt this holy Prelat 
Euddxia would free herſelfe, and to giue contentment to the people, itd6 
houed her to proceed therin with ſome colour of luſtice. Behold himb# 
niſhed into Bithinia. It was abold a& toteare out of the throne of Confu- 
tinople, a man,who filling the ſayles of cloquence, as eafily moued the people 
as windes doe the ſands of Libia, which ſtirre at their pleaſure, The peopled 
Conſtantinople ſpared not tro murmur , as doe the waues of a mutinous ſea, ad 
their mutterings were ſeconded with an earth-quake, which happened there 
at the ſame tyme ; al tended toareuolt, it Chryſoſtome had not been repealed 
from this exile by the Emperours authority, : 

Being returned to his Sec, healtered nothing of his former manner, cryity 
out, thundring,and violently beating downe the vice and corruptions of thi 
Age.Andas by chance Eudoxia cauſed a ſiluer ſtatue to be dedicated to herſcl 
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accla. orders were vied; this gaue him new occaſiontoſpeake, which ſo vexed 
Who Wrhe Emprelſe,thar ſhe reſolued to ruine .him wharſocuer it coſt her, Arcadius 
hewed himſelte alirle ſoft and obſequious to the humour ot his wite, who 
triued ſpared no wyles, inuentions, credit, nor violence, to bring her enterprize 
Neuer Fropaſſe, She came intheend ( vnhappy as ſhe was ) tobe as proſperous as 
Ot the che wished in this purſuit, $. lvbn Chryſojtome is exiled ro Cucuſ4,a Towne in 
ne de. MO \rmeni, which hath nothing more remarkable in it,thento haue been honous 
tſhops red with the banishmenr of this worthy man. He ſwallowed ſo many toyles 
N, wel Wand incommodities 1n rhis exile, that there he lett his lite , the more to illu- 
oluing WM qrate the glory of his death. Diuers prodigies happenedat Conftantineple, as 
cible, neſſengers of che anger of heauen,armel tor reucnge of his iniuſtice. Among 
ie bal Wl (thers a violent ſtorme of hayle, which much altonished al the Citty, and 
Y, and WF ure dayes after Eudoxis died in trauel , hauing long endured -many bitter neath of the Em- 
d ſuch MW throwes. It is held her ſepulcher shook, vntil ſuch tyme as the bodice of the prefle, 
E Gzint.caried in triumphrthrough Conſtantinople, ſeemed by the preſence thereof 
I ofixe her comb , who had furnished him with ſo many diſturbancies in his 
cpreſſe Wl 1;c 
Vrent _ Emperour Arcadius made no long aboad inthis world after the death 
lit W ofthe Empreſſe his wife an 8. 10bn Chryſoſtome; behold him ſurprized witha 
malady, which he preſently knew to be as it were a fore-runner of his death, 
addi WW aferhehad ſerler the affaires of his conſcience,he ordered rhoſe of his King- 
ory of domz,and rhou zh he had his brother Honorius Emperour of the Welt, he would 
Iread notrely on him tor the guardianship of his ſonne;al great men are 1calous 
n 0 8 2nimany tymes difhident of their owne bloud: Bur he appointed as Tutour | 
for his litle Theodvſixs ( who then was only eight yeares of age) L/digerdes King 
Ong. | Wh of refia,his freind, who deputed a great Prince named Antiochus to eltabliſh an 
Joon, W abſolute peace with the Emperour,andoffer him his ayd againſt al pretcnſes 
; forit WM that might be rayſed againſt his ſtate, Artemius., a Conſular man, very wiſe 
d heads WF and faithful, rooke the ſterne of affayres in han , which moſt proſperouſly 
ife:10 W he man naged in the great troubles and reuolutions of the Weſterne 
cucr't0 i Empire. | 
as the i Theodoſius was lefr an Orphan with foure ſiſters, Flaccills, Pulcheris, Arcadia, & Qualities of Pul- 
Ning WM wins: bur aboue al the reſt Pulcheria poſſeſſed his harc from hfs infancy. She ch<Nia filter of 
tice WM vas the pearle of Princeſſes, and one of the wiſelt women which cuer man- 
ollthi nazedthe affayres of a Kingdome. She had aitrong and pleaſing ſpirit , a 
ard bet W folig piety , ai) awakned wiſdome, an incomparable grace to gayne harts to 
flews Wherdeuotion. Her brother made ſuch account of her rare vertues, that he 
tuned! Waſociared her for a companion of his Empire, holding her inthe quality of a 
nbled: Queen, She was onely two yearesel:ler then himſclfe : the one was thirteen, 
d aſes-Mtheother fifreen yeares old, inthe fifteenth yeare of her age, behold her al- 
harge ready ſocapable of gouernement, that she was Regent of the Empire , & as it 
relat were mother to her brother, Artemius, who had inſtructed her in {tate affay- 
, Itdt res,co uld not ſufficiently adinire the viuacity of her wit, the-ſolidity of her 
imby ludgement, the equity of her counſels, and the happinefſe which ordinarily 
-onftu Xcompanied her reſolutions, She then reſolued to liue in perpetual virgi- 
people Whiry , not as ſome haue rhought, totake away the icalouſſy of a husband 
opledt towards a brother, ani to hold the goucrnement alwayes , wherein $he ſo 
24, and happily chriued; bur for a mecr inclination she had to the loue of Chaſtiry. 
d theteWShe eaſily perſuaded her ſiſters to the ſame, who tooke their flights co Chri- 
peaelMtian verrues vnder the wings of this Eagle. 

. | Theholy virgins , to make the offer of their virginity the more ſolemne, 2 
cryi%$Bewe an Altar of gold, garnished with pretious ſtones to the Church of Altar of gold, 
of thitYs Spha; as preſenting vpon this monument the incomparable treaſure of 
erſclie their purity, and maki ng humble prayer for the proſperity ot their brothers 
y Empire, This infinitly pleaſed Theodoſiue, and the more Pulcheria reſigned _ 
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ſelfe to vertue, the more reputation $he got with the yong Emperour, gþ ſſ-. * 
then began ſeriouſly to make religion, tuſtice , and peace to flourish in t _ 
Empire, And ſeeing the perſon of her brother was it which ought to ſpeaty wh 
by example toal the word , the good Lady imbraced the care of his educy 
+ tion, as the moſt important piece of her gouerniment, Firſt , with an adn. Kin 
rable wiſdome $he requeltred al thoſe who might cauſe any vices tollic, iſ yen 
into the ſoule of this yong Prince, wel knowing no plague was ſo muchtgþy 


and venome of ſerpents, which caſt finne into the ſoule before they hay Gn 
eycs open the behold it. She hated, as the shadowes of hel, al thoſe ſubtil led! 
Artiſts of fortune , who to confirme- themſclues in authority, oftentymg <e 
thruſt Great-ones into vice, and catch them by ſ{cnſual pleaſures, as birds ay 


+ with lyme,toentangle and ſnare themaltogeather. Secondly, she procure dau 


worthy men toattend neer the perſon of the Emperqur, who royally migit Ml £00 
trayne him in the exercize of piety, wiſdome, armes, and letters , as much fi jerj 
is neceſſary for a King, She herſclfe, who was wel verſed inthe Latina 
Greek tongues, and no whit ignorant of the precepts ofthe wiſe,ofteni bly 
courſed with her brother, tend 
That God, who made Kings , had charged him with a crowne, the more to obliege lmy Ml x76 
be the beſt man it his Empire. That if he would gloriouſly raigne, be muſt begin by the ſms mai, 
himſelfe, That by bow much the more he acknowledged the dependance he had of God, nk ud 
vnited to him in the quality of an inſtrument, ſo much the more he should command ouer ma, firi 
That our ſoules were as the mirrours of the Diuinity, which by bow much the more pe (i £144 
much the more were they diſpoſed to-rcceiue the rayes of wiſaome to their benefit.That run W hve 
meane men were ſimply vices,but in the ſoules of Kings they were monſters, That if benul W amy 
Taigne bappily , be muſt eſtablih bis — two columnes of diamond , piety and uſu, W gr, 
the one would giue bim to God , and the other would give men to bum, Moreouer be exinu Ml then 
him to make himſelft of an eaſy and open acceſſe to the neceſſities of al who should pſu Wl the | 
themſelues at his feet. To beare very much reuerence to perſons Eccleſiaſtical , aduanungin Wl joe ; 
affaires of religion wuh al his endeauour. To be very.merciſul towards the poore and fuk, 1M wen 
gayne the harts of al his ſubiefts by ſweetnes , therin imitating the Sun,who nexther bak Ml v4 | 
doores nor windowes toenter into bouſes, but penetrateth very peaceably with the benign) WM j4ch, 
his fauourable beames. To conclude, sbe often repreſented the examples of good Princes, ui (4hje 
Conſtantine the Great,and of his Grand-father Theodoſius , who becauſe they rote ii hay ( 
happy way,had on earth enioyed 4 moſt bleſſed Kingdome, and immortalized themſeluesnkWF Gog 
memory of men , with much aduant age 1eaping whilſt they liued the firſt fruits of the ln, may 
of which they now in heauen haue an ample jruxion, On the contrary thoſe who den vW ygy 
haue their paſion ray gne, with, and aboue them, in their thrones , were m#olucd in 4 but greed 
life and extreme calamities , purſued with the execration of poſterity and ronmenii eyes f 
eternity, : :  Wooyle 
The Bleſſed Pulcheria, with ſo much grace did make theſe good inſtrudionf of, p 
diſtil into the ſoule of her brother , who was already naturally diſpoſed tl 5. 
the purſuit of good, thathe tooke therein vnſpeakable contentment , anditW ſhe pq 
ſigned his hart to be handledas a ſoft piece of wax inthe artful hand ofſud ciftzti 
a wiſdome. Notwithſtanding as it is a matter very difficult ſo to banul 
vice from Princes Courts, but that there alwayes wil be found ſome woll 
couered with the skinne of a ſheep, ſo amongſt theſe who guided the youth 
Theodoſius , there was a certaine man called Chryſaphius , a ſubtile and craly 
ſpirit , who too farre infinuating himſelfe into the fauour of the Prince, cal 
in the end ſome blemiſh vpon this fayre ſoule, and made worke enough it 
Pulcheria, as we ſhal ſee hereafter, Bur at that tyme al was very peaccabl: 
Pulcheria repleniſhed the hart of her brother with wiſdome, the Court wit 
good examples, the Alrars with vowes,and the world with benefirs,And ao 
proſpered in her hands, that it ſeemed the golden Age, foretold to be yndet 
the goucrnement of a Virgin, was returnedto the world. 6 
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'. The Emperour was now arriued neer thelimits of histwentith yeare, and 


»*was thought very expedient to tye himinthe bonds of a chaſt mariage,to 
which he ſhould bring the innocency of an Age, bred cither in the contempt 
or ignorance of vice,  Pulcheria caſt her eyes both within and without the 
Kingdome ,'to find a wife ſureablero his humour , at which tyme the proui-- 
dence of God, that guideth our liues and affaires, gaue an admirable tefti- 
mony of his authority, leading a mayden, poore, vouknowne, needy,as by the 
hand, firſt to Conſtantinople, afterward tothe mariage-bed of the Emperour. 
gomany Queenes and Princeſles affected rhis alliance, and euery one promi- 
{ditto themſelues, flattering their hopes therein; when tothe wonder of 
che world God cauſed the lotto fal ypon ailly creature. s 


Izontis a Paynim Philoſopher, bred vpin a poore cottage , had one only {4 1,,;-abje 4diivns 
daughter , whichat thattyme was as a diamond hidden in a dunghil,no man utes of Athzagis, 


knowing the worth thereof: God drew it from this darknefle to make it glit- 
terin the prime Court of the world. This is the admirable Athenais, who was 
fingularly priuiledged from heauen with beauric of body, but incompara- 
bly heighrned with guifrs of the mind, Her tather inſtructed her from her 
tender yeares, 4nd enabled her in Philoſophy, Rhetorike, Poeſy , and other 
ares, wherewith vſually chey are adorned who ate ingenuouſly bred. This 
maid lived by learning, as the bee by the dew, and al her pleaſure wasto 
ſtudy, therevnto inuited by two powerful motiues, firſt the feruour of her 
ficir, ſparkling like a flaming wheele,and ſecondly ambition of ſexe, which 
made her deſire to traſcend men in their beſt faculties,That which the Poets 
haue feygned of Pallas is a fable, but he that ſhould behold Arhenais might ſee 
atrue Pallas, It ſeemed ſhe was ſome Intelligence, who had left the heauenly 
Orbes, to come to 'be enchaſed in this beauteous body and conutrfe with 
men, It was ſaid her father, wel read in the knowledge of ſtarres, foretold 
the good fortune which ſhould happen to her, andthat making tis Wil, he 
{fral his wealth to twoſonnes he had, ro wit Genas and Valerius , tnaking no 
mention of his daughter-ſo much beloued , whereat ſhe being ſad, Let heauen 
Zone ( ſayth he) deare daughter , your fortune wil be good; more shal you have then youy 
trethers, Thus man is often-pleaſed to mixe the yerity of Hiſtories with ſome 
fabies,to gine reputation to the predictions of Marhematicians, as if the ſtarres 
had ſome power vpon that which abſolutely dependeth on the pleaſure of 
God, or as if one musſt ſtudy much in the book of the planets, to ſay, thar 4 
mayd bright as a ſtarre, and wiſe as Minern4, was to come to great fortune, 
Howſocuer it be , as ſoone as her fathers eye was ſhut , the wicked brothers, 
greedy as Griphons, vſed their ſiſter moſt inhutmanely. Intereſt had neyrher 
eyes for the beauty , nor cares for the eloquence of Athenais : behold her deſf- 
poyled and driuen from her fathers dwelling,enforced to retyre to the houſs 
of a poore Ant ſhe had in the Citry of Athens, 

She muſt make this ſhipwrack ro arriueto a good hauen: ſhe were loſt, had 
ſhe not had ſuch a loſſe. This Ant gaue her notice of another kinſwoman ith 
Ciftztinople.They both reſolue to viſit her, & mediate ſome-thing by her mea- 
hes.Behold they are now in the capitalCitry of the Empire,not wel knowing 
who brought them thither : but God , who was their guide, ſecretly contri- 
wed this worke. The good kinſwoman of Conſtantinople comperently enter- 
lUyneth and lodgeth them, very glad ſhe might exerciſe her charity. on a 
creature ſo wel deſeruing, The Cirty was much pleaſed with the gracious 
Kceptance Pulcheris gaue to al affliced perſons, and the iuſtice ſhe rendred to 
thoſe who were oppreſſed by violence. The good women, couſins of arbenais, 
thought they ſhould not doe amiſſe to complaine to the Princeſle of the 
Wrong ſhe had receiued from her brothers, and c{pying their opportunity 
hey both tooke her along with them, Ir was not now needful to beg much 
ictauour of admitrance, the mayden bare ber letters of recommendation 
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Athenais pleadcth 


fo.chead. Pulcheria at her entrance was dazled with the brightneſſe of hg y 
aſpe&,8 when ſhe beganto vnlooſe her tongue,neuer was Syren ſo attradriug Fa 
with ſongs, as ſhe wirh words. Pulcheria not only heard with patience, by fe 
greedinefſe,ſtil fearing ſhe would make an end of her diſcourſe, ſuch pleaſe * 
ſhe therein took. Many queſtions ſhe asked her, and aboue al very particy, " 
larly enquired of her kindred, how ſhe had been bred , and whether the wer, 1s 
a virgin :which hauing iudicioully found according to her deſire, ſhe pytth fad 
buſineſſe into ſuſpenſe ro heare it againe another tyme , by the courſe of wy, fi ,, 
dience ordinarily giuen: and from that tyme ſhe had a ſtrange deſigne in he '" 
hart,to make her witeof rhe Emperour her brother, oi 
Politicians, who wil meaſure al things by their owne ell, and penetray FY 
Into the purpoſes of the whole world, iudge this manner of proceedingwg; ii , 
great wiſdome in Pulcheria, euer deſirous to ſway and poſleſle the ſpirit ofhe fn 
brother. She foreſaw if he maried ſome great Princeſle , ſhe-might briyy you 
withthetitles and Crownes of her Anceſtours, pride and difdaine into the 
howſe,and that ſo many alliances as ſhe might haue, might diuert Theodoiu MW 521 
his mind on many obie&s : That ſhe being of noble extraction, would ru W the 
without a companion, and therefore it was better ſtil ro hold the highet MW fon 
place inthe goucrnement : That ſhe ſhould make choyſe of ſome vertuos MW fiir 
& handſome mayd,though of meane parentage, to frame her as | ec creature, M ten 
diſpoſe of her where ſhe beſt pleaſed, and then laſt of al conforme hertohe 7 
owne wil. Thus many iudge of others intentions by their owne diſpok. WW of | 
tions. lou 
But it is much more likely Pulcheria, a creature wholy celeſtial, guided M oth! 
ſelfe by other motiues;the honour of God, piety,peace,and her brotherscon, MW :diſn 
tentment. - He already had ſignified to her , he would nor capriuate himſelk deej 
in an enforced and ceremonious mariage, andthat he deſired no other por. MW wou 
tion with the woman he ſhould marry, but vertue and beauty; which wasthe i proc 
cauſe the Princeſſe ſuppoſed this mayden was fitly ſent from heauen, inthe MW Sacr 
tyme hewas in treaty of mariage. She fayled not to make relation to hr Wl in P 
brother concerning an Athenian mayd,who was preſented to her vpon aſuita M logy 
law*which ſhe commenced againſt her brothers, who vnworthily had vid i pels 
her, and was indeed the moſt beautiful, innocent , and beſt {pokencreatur, W of G 
which might be found throughout the whole Empire. She therevnto adde{ I ding 
no other thing at this tyme, it is enough to put marches to the fire, withou iſ {erio 
commanding them to burne. Theodoſius vpon the report his ſiſter made ofthis ſ Cuſt 
incomparable beauty,asked if there were no meanes to ſee her. Pulcheru w- 2gre: 
ſwereth , ſhe had giuenday to heare her cauſe, The Emperour, whether it © vith 
were he vied not to be preſent in ſuch audiences , or whether he would hear agent 
her ſpeake to her owne ſexe with the more natural propriety , fearing te}ſ vel r: 
ſhould giue her too much reſpe& if he preſented himſelfe in iudggement,ma&F man, 
his ſiſter to ſit in the tribunal , himiſelfe reſoluing to ſee al that ſhould paſe}ſ feren 
throngh a ſecret window prepared for this purpoſe, Arbenais faylerh notnÞÞ flinar 
come on the day and hower aſſigned, to plead her cauſe. Then was plainlyto} Homer, 
be ſeen the Empire which humane beauty and an eloquent tongue ha indece 
ouer carthly powers. The cofident mayd, hauing before broken the ice wha then ( 
firſt ſhe ſpake to the Princeſſe,ſpeakes now to her with much liberty: quils, 
MADAME, I 5hal haue cauſe to loue my shipwrack al my life tyme , ſince it alÞſy ſenſe : 
giuen me opportunity to arriue at your feet, 4s to the port, where al miſerics are poured wg would 
ro be changed into felicities. Tour Maieſty may ſee the violence of my brochers is great, ſen 1" the 
hath conſtrayned me to vndertak this voyage with much toyle, and now preſently to null ©*$ 0. 
Jour eares with my complamts , which the ſofineſſe of my nature 5hould cauſe me to ſmatde, lolid i 
were it not they are extorted by a power ful band , which is that of necefiity, Had my broth" dire] 
grated me (o muchof my fathers goods (which was meane enough, yer for my enablement [#: S a 


ficient) but one ſole ſilly cottage, 1 patiently would haue ſatisfied my ſelfe without preſimg then 
£ forum, 
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But they h414e not le fr me one mh of land, and which is more, haue driuen me from my fathers 
buuſe ( where I ener haue whabited) with exceeding much mcauility , which t bad rather diſ- 
ble , ut bemg not my intention fo 4cuſe my owvie bloud, to which 1 alwayes haue wisbed 4s 
much good 44 10m) ſclfe. By their owne ſaying I baueno other fault , ;or whuh 1 ought to 
be bamshed and diſpoiled , but certaine priutledges of nature, They alleage vnto me for al 
naſon, that 1 ma) hope for a good fortune , and that it was ſujfuent euen inmy fathers 
indgement, | f imaginary bopes are of power to diſpeſſeſſe true and lawſul heires , what may 
we hereafter expect tobe ſolid in the word? As for my owne part, 1 baue nothing to doe wh 
h fantaſies 45 they jorme to themſelues : 1 deſire not great fortunes , but content my ſelfe 
with that mediocrity my birth bath alloted me, a litle wealth sþal ſuffice topur me inſaſegard 
again the accidents of a neceſatous life, and ſweetly to manure the ſciences my father left me 
y 4 portion. Hereupon , Madame, 1 moſt humbly beſeech your Maieſty wil be pleaſed to be in+ 
famed of this 1 aſfirme, andiſyou find it, 4s it u,true, to doe me wjtice, which 1 muſt ſeeke in 
our Court, it being bani»bed from al the world beſide, | we 
She ſpake theſe words with ſo much grace,that al thoſe there preſent were 
rwiſhed herewith, perſecuted beaut, neuer wanting compaſiiou throughout 
the world, Euery one wiſhed her wel , each one became her Aduocate, yer 
ſome were pleaſed to importune her with many curious queſtions in this afe 
faire, topot her vpon replies and make her excerciſe the viuacity of her excel- 
kene wit, wherein moſt happily ſhe gaue ſatisfaftion. : | 24! 
Theedoſiwe bee19d al this with affectionate tencderneſſe:; The eye and tongue 
of this creature mutually diuided his bart-; at one and the ſame inſtant 
loue ſurprized him by the eyes and eares, Pultheris , withour making any 
other propoſition , promiſeth al fauour to the ſuppliant , and bauing 
diſmiſſcd her , goeth to vifither brother , who had:the arrow of chaſt loue 
deeply fixed in his hart, -Reſolutely he ſaith ra his good ſiſter , that neuer 
would he haue other wife then Arhenais, They were now vpon the-point to 
proceed in the mariage : bur it was found ſhe was vncapable: of that 
Sacrament , being not as yet baptized, Her Paynim father had bred her_ 
in Paganiſme : better ſhe knew the Theogony of Heſfiodu then the Genea- 
logy of lefus Chriſt, better Homers lliads then the bookes of the Ghoſ- 
pels better the Apothegmes of Py»hagoras then the commandements 
of God. Al the Court-, which had been rapt in admiration with her plea- 
ding, was much troubled to ſee fo faire a ſoule drenchr in infidelity : ſome 
ſeriouſly treated with her about her conuerſion. Atticus the Patriarch of 
Corftantinople imployed himſelfe therein to the vemoſt of his power, Paulus 
agreat fauourite of Theedofius, who was now vpon ſome termes of jealouſy 
with him by occarion of alate accident, made himſelfe as it were a prime 
agent inthis buſyneſſe, ſeeing his Maiſter affe&ed it ſo ardently. And being 
wel read in divine and humane learning, beyond the profeſſion of a ſword. 
man, and moſt eloquent to explicate himſclfe , he marueilouſly by his cone 


ference aduanced the conuerſion of Atbenais, In the beginning ſhe was ob- xxc+ Conuerfion; 


ſtinate in Pagan doErine, and fortified herſclfe vpon al propoſitions with 
Homers Thads , which $he alleaged £ her Ghoſpel ; —_ when the great 
Indecentics were opene.i to her , which this Poet attributeth ro theſe hea- 
then Gods, She $Sheltred herſelfe with ſubrilities, as a hedge-hog with his 
quils, euading by oblike interpretations , drawne from the allegorical 
ſenſe , ſo that much adoe therewas to diſarme her. In the end God , who 
would hane her to be his, vnſcelerh her eyes, and makes her behold , as 
n the glaſſe of a bright mirrour ,, on the one ſide the impertinen-= 
ces of Idolatry , and on the other the greatneſle , maieſty , verity, 
folidity of our fayth, As ſoone as the firſt reflection began to fal 


deftly vpon her vnderſtanding , behold al the wild fanſtes of 
ker opinions were ſcattered , to giue place to the truth, Neuer 


any ſoule more ſauourly taſted it's conuerſion , neuer any. creature 
more 


Sanftity of Theo= Hither itis I cal al noble andgreat men , who flatter their ſenſualitybj1 
dolus his Court, Falſe imagination of impoſlibility in the way of perfe&ion , while they abii 
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more affe&ionately reſſented the benifit of calling to Chriltianity, She ,,  $ 
thed her ſelfe in the knowledge of our myſteries,as in a {ea ot cclights,angjy i tur 
ſhort tryme became ſo skiltful in the law , that ſhe wrote in Homers verſes, ſ py 
principal acts of Ieſw Chriſt: and euen as Mary Magdalen with the ſame WT A 
wherewith-he had weaued nets for wanton loue , made a towel to wipe th ſl pla 
feet of our Sauiour, ſo the deuout Arhenas conſecraterth trom hencetorth alth tio! 
graces of her wit and learning , which ſhe had miſuſed in vanities, to the tre, | cur 
pheyes of leſw, & 2 
, She was baptized ar Conſtantinople with ioy and incredible magnificence,y, ſÞ the 
med Endoxia at the holy font of Baptiſme, confirmed in Chriſtianity ,nouriſi ſ vo! 
with holy Sacraments , wherein ſhe was entertained with moſt ſenſible deyg, ff bad 
tion. The ceremonies ended, Pulcheria cauſed her to be called, {aying: &n 
Eudoxia , my ſiſter , it is now tymeou forget the b.uſe of your father, and that young. i &r 
draw the ſuit agamſt your brothers. God , who hath granted you the life of rbe ſoule and lghy the 
of faith , hath magmficently provided for rhe ornament of your perſon, for he bath ch-ſen1u il pert 
ro be the lawful wife of the Emperour 1 heodoſius , eur moſt howoures Lora and brother, WY wit 
is aggreed on, and ſuch is bis reſ«lution, nothing more remaineth but your conſevt. Glu 
The holy maid,aſtoniſhed at ſuch words, couered her forchead withty MW £m 
vermillion of ſhamefaſtneſſe, and proſtrating her ſelfe arthe feet of Puliyvy fi Mev 
beſought her to entertaine her only in her Palace with her maids , inthe qu. 4" 
lity ofa ſcruant, to waſh thefeet of others, as Abigail ſpake. But the more, v9! 
ſhewed humility, the more ſhe ſeemed recommendable, and Theodefw, MW 's: 
whom verrue ſerued as a powerful motiue , was after her conueifion my if 0! 
more evflamed to loue her.She muſt yeald her {clfe to the wil of God. Behol{ fayi 
her wife of the Emperour, the mariage was ſolemnized on the 5, of June i 90" 
| the yeare 421. withal pomp correſpondent to the maicſty of ſo great an Eu. "5! 
perour, and the ioy of ſucha mariage. 00 
Her brothers vntierſtanding the good fortune their ſiſter had, afliged iſ| *' 
they were with their owne conſcience, fled like wild men, no man purſui iſ ©**5' 
them. But the good Queene, conſecrating the firſt a&s of her Chriſtianity othe 
forgetfulneſle of iniuries, cauſed them toreturne, and obtained of theEmpe. WW P**0 
rour for the one the gouernement of Sclauonia,and for the other a moſt honow they 
rableplace in Court. God knowesthe good women, who with ſo much au fi ed, 
rity had aſſiſted her , were nor forgotten, Nothing was changed in her be iſ © 
ſe& and condition, al the vertues of humility, modeſty, and affability,remi- 
ned with her, and how much the higher ſhe was raiſed, ſo much the moreſit 
vnderualued her ſelf , as if ſhe had foreſcen the ſtorme which ſhouldatte- ther) 
ward aſſaile her, ; : 


inCourrts and greatneſſe,in company, & affaires. The Court of yong Theowjn 
was at that timethe prime Court of the world ; that of the Rowane Emperot 
was fallen intoecclypſe.Thither was the confluence of al Nations,theebbet 
floud of great affaires, a profound pea, an abſolute power toſatisfy alſon 
of deſires with attra&iue obie&s and delights, euer ready to be reaped; and 
the meane time what a life led the new couple? what alife Pulcheria and her 

ters? what monaſterie more regular thenthe Court of this Emperour? wi 
vertue, what chaſtity, what ſanctity, what deuotion, was cuer found inclo- 
ſers, which hath not heer been ſeen with ſo muchthe moreluſtrec , asits 
more difficult to haue al vices a power and al vertues in wil:It in religiont 
firſt account be made of deuotion , which is the maſter-wheel of al greZ 
actions,this Court was as the Tabernacle of the ancient law, which borne# 
mogſt armies,enuironed with hoaſts of men, briſtled round about withpik® 
& iauclins,ever retained aſweet filence,a chaſt religion, aſacred venerat! 


and perpetually had holy fire in cegtine], viRimes and prayers in ſacritice. Go 
v0 ty ©» 
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FORTVNATE PIETY, Va 


So the Palace of Fheodoſius amogſt al the clamours of affaires,al the rumours, 
tumulcs , & accidents, which vpon one ſide and other occurre ina large Em- 
re, neuer ſo much ſlackned as to looſe theſiveerneſle of prayer , which was 
25 the Manna theſe Royal ſoules daily gathered inthe deſert, which they had 
Ianted in the midſt of their harts.Pulcheriz,as the Abbeſſe, gouerned the dieuo- 
tion of al the reſt by her counſel & exaple. As ſoone as break of day drew the 
curtaine of heaue to diſcouer the workes of Gud, they adored the worke-ma, 


& aſſembling in their houſchold Chappel,ſong the praiſes of God, following Nte heer,o Noble 
:ercinthe courſe ofthe Church-prayers. The whole tyme wasthere circum- P*2-®Holy Court, 


volued in compaſſe: The ciuine office had the firſt truirs;affaires & recreations 
bad likewiſe their turne, nothing was exorbitar, where al was done by weight 
& meaſure, 'f in religious lite ſo much e{teeme be had of pouerty, as of wals 
& rapires of the Cirty of God,where ſhal you tind a more admirable pouerry 
the in this Court?1s it not a prodigious thing to be ſpoken,that this good Em. 

rour, for whom ſcas & riuers ranne, for whom the earth opened her boſome 
with ſo much prodigality, for whom ſhe kept ſo many Magazinesof gold and 
luer within her entrailes,beholding himſelte amog the reucnewes of a great 
Empyre,ſo husbanded them tor the enrtertainemet of things neceſſary, wherin 
he was euer magnifhicer,that he ſuffered no exceſſe in his owne perſon?He vſed 
al his bleſſings as things borrowed, and ſometimes in his owne particular 
would not permit the expence of his dyet exceed the valew of the worke of 
his owne hands. He painted very wel,and tooke pleaſure , ſo much as affaires 
would giue leaue , to delineate the holy ſcripture in moſt noble characers, 
faying to his familiars.it was reaſon ſince althe worldrook paines in his King. 
dome, himſclfe ſhould haue a trade, and that asothers he ſhould learne to dip 
his bread in the ſweat of his brow , and his body being of the ſame compolt- 
tio which others are, it was fit to exerciſe rheſame labours, 

Such innocency was very farre trom the profuſios which are made in Prin- 
ces Courts with rhe expence of the peoples bloud , a matter that beyond al 
other burdens would ſurcharge them at the iudgement ſeat of God, The Em. 
perours ſiſters, to imitate him , had alwayes their workes intheir hands, tharg 
they might leaue no paſſage open to idleneſle. If in religion chaſtiry be eſtee. 
med, here the coniugal ſupereminently flouriſhed berween Theodoſius and Eudo- 
4, Virginity in Pulcheria & her filters Marma, Flaccilla, Arcadis, was as redolent 
bale, which aſcended ro heauen in a perpetualſacrifice. The very name only 
of diſhoneſt y was not ſo much as knowne inthis Palace, yet al things were 
therin learned bur vice and idlenefſe. Glances of the eye were fimple and 
doue-like, words pondered, ordinary diſcourſes of the imitation of lefies Chriſt 
and vertues of Saints, carriages ful of re{pe&, honour, and maicſy, This cha- 
ſity abode among the cheite in Court, and was ſpread ouer althe reſt by the 
odour of good exaple, as doe the rayes of theſunne, which inuolue the whole 
worli, withour cuer parting trom the original fountaine of light. If inreligis 
adcdiencebeeſteemed, this Court was the very model of wel obeying and 
commanding. Thoſe holy ſoules had made a law to themſclues moſt exactly ro 
obſerue al the commandments of God and the Church ; to reuerence the Pre- 
lts of the ſame, to cheriſh, aſſiſt, comfort the religious, and al Ecclefiaſticat 
Orders with moſt cordial affection. tempred with holy reuerence;in ſuch ſort 
that the moſt auſtere Monks could nor be more pun&tual in religious obe- 
Cience, then al of this Court were in the gouernement of their conſciences, 
God for reward imprinted on the Emperours forehead the rayes of his ma- 
lefſe of purpole ſought 


- 


tomake himſelte ſuch. 


Excellent chaſtity 


& modeſty, 


If in religious Orders they live in perpetual exerciſe of mortification, Mortificatign, 


what life more mortified, then to behold ſo much humility in ſoucraigne 
greatneſſe, ſo much chaſtity in vigorous yourh ; in an abſolute power to doe 


4, ſo much rercation? In ſo much ſcience, ſo much conſcience? ſo mych rem<- 
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perance,am6g ſo many occations of delights? Beſides rhe faſts of the Church 
which were there exactly kept, abſtinence was oblerued on the wedneſday 
and friday in cuery weeke. The Emperour gaue the example, his wite and ji. 
ters imitated it , theirtable was rather a perpetual liſt ot temperance then; 
prouiſton of dainties. 

It was obſerued the good Prince trauailing one day through the heats of 
ſummer ful of duſt and {weat, his Court being in great ſcarcity of wargr 
behold a peaſant commeth , who preſenteth him with a draught of cogle 


water in a faire chriſtal glaſle : he was in his paſſions ſo mortifzed , that as y 


other Dauid, after he magnificently had recompenced the good man's preſent, 
he gaue it back againe to beſtow where he pleaſed without once touchingie, 
thinking it vnreaſonable he ſhould flatter his owne traſt during the thirk of 
his followers. 

He ſometimes ſtole away in hunting, and wentto dine with ſome Hermite 
where he fedon a litle ſlice of mouldy bread , and drankethe cleare watergf 
the fountaine, proteſting afterward it was one ofthe beſt repaſts he had mate, 
for commonly ir was ſeaſoned with ſacred diſcourſe and wholſome counſe|, 
In his apparel, although he apeared ful of maieſty , according to his quality, 
yet heoftentymes hid vnder his royal purple the old frock or hayre-ſhirt of 
ſome holy Anchoret, In publike ſhewes he alſo abſteined from gazing, tha, 
ſceing,one would haue thought him blind. Hisvertueswere ſo much the mor, 
as they had the leſſeof affeRation, He was in conuerſation among men,z 
a man,and yettherein preſerued himſelfe pure as an Angel, 

Ifreligion be the hiue wheraan the hony of good doctrine is made, Theodfy 
was moſt ſtudious and wel verſed in diuine and humane learning: he oft ſpent 
one part of the night in ſtudy , that he might imploy the day in his affaires;x 
that which is an admirable note of infinit ſweertneſle and facility , this gool 
Emperour, for whem a thouſand and a thouſand would haue thought them. 
ſclues moſt happy to paſle the night in watching , he for feare of interupting 
the ſleep of any the meaneſt ſeruant , cauſed by art a meruilous lamp to be 
made, which perpetually flamed,oyle running thereinto by certaine litlepil. 
ſages or conduits, which eaſily were turned. There was no Prelat fo learned, 
who admired not his great promptnefle to repeat by hart al the texts ofthe 
Bible: and as for the Ciuil Law, he was ſo conuerſant therin,that he cauſedby 
his dire&ion that notable booke of Imperial Conſtitutions to be compiled, 
which to this day beareth his name, | 

Briefly,to ſhew that Theodofius in his Court yealded nothing at al in perfec. 
tion to the moſt auſtere Hermits, Glycas recounteth, that a holy Anchoret, 
who had paſſed fourty yeares in the horrour of adreadful pennance,as heone 
day was touched with ſome ſleight imaginations of his owne merit, Godre- 
ucaled vnto him, that inthoſe fourty yeares he had done nothing inthe deſert 
in matter of perfeis, which the Emperour Theodoſfius had not performedinhis 
Court, This put into his hart ſo ſharp aſpurre to know the conſcience ofthe 
Emperour, that he went dire&ly to the Court , where he was very Cout- 
teouſly receaued : and conſidering with himſelfe how the Prince was 
cloathed, vicd , ſerued , honoured, hehad much adoe to vnderſtand where 
this perfe&ion was. Inthe end ene day ſpeakingto him a-part, he conjured 
him for Gods ſake to recount ſome good workes he did. Theodoſia: felt amat- 
ucilous ſtrife in his ſoule,in the contention between his humility and obe- 
dience : Humility ſought to hide it-ſelfe , but the obedience he ought to 
yeald to a man , who coniured him with ſo many fignes to tel him in 
the name of God what he did, aud to teſtify a truth, preuailed.with his, 


;After he had bewailed his imperfe&ions , he recounted with much mo- 


deſty his prayers , abſtinencies , almes , mortifications of” hayre- 
'cloth , and ſuch like , and then added , that being ſometimes enforced 
ito be preſent in the Theaters , to wit , in ſports and paltymG, 
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wherin the wiſeſt were ſpeRatours with much liberty, he at that tyme in ſuch 


manner withdrew his ſight, that none of thoſe leuiries entred into his cyes:{o 


thatamongſt ſo many horſe-races, ſhewes, oſtents, pompes, and noiſe, he was 
euer in aperpetual tranquillity, The Hermite was ſo amazed to heare of ſuch 
mortification of ſenſe and appetite, in occations ſo mouing, that away he 


went, 00 further preſuming of himſclte, but ſingularly edified by the lite of 


che Emperour. : : : ; 
If then in his retired life only he equalled the perfe&ion of Anchorites, 


whonow may ſufficiently valew the vertues of a King , which neceſſarily 
muſt be ſhewed 1n publike, after they haue been watered withtheteares of 


his prayers , and ſweetly manured inthe ſolitude of his hart. He was ſo wiſe Great vertues 


and diſcreer, that al his actions and words remained perperyally in as iuſt 
an equality , as doe the nights and dayes vnder the equinoctial - ſo mild, that 
henot only deſired to ſanethe living , but alſo to raiſe the dead ; ſo merciful, 
tharal the miſeries of the poore, which came to him, went no further then 
kinſelfe; ſo iuſt, that he made a galden Age of his Kingdome; ſo much he obli- 
gedthe Church , that it ſeemed his hands were fatal toouerthrow al the mon- 
ſters of hereſy, as are the Eunomians , Encratites, Macedonians , Nouatians, Donatiſts, 
Neforians, and other ſuch like : and how much the more he endeauoured ta 
aduance the Kingdome of God , in ſtopping al impiery withincomparable 
zeale, ſo much the more God , who maketh Kings to raigne , eſtabliſhed his 
ſcepter, cauſing the heauenly powers to fight for him , and holding the w;nds 
ad tempeſts at command in his fauour, Witnefle the notable victory he 
odteined againſt Koylas , who hauing paſſed Danubius , with al the forces of 
$:big and Kuſtz,came powring like a turious torrent vpon Conſtantmople, God 

ſtayed this Barbarian in fauour of his wel-beloued Tbeodoſis, that he tur- 

ned him into aſhes with a thnnder-ſ{troke, and blaſted his whole Army by the 


violence of horrible tempelts. Oathe other (11e, Burguanes King of Perfia,brea- Notable vi&ery; 


king the treaty of peace , came inta the field with innumerable forces , to 
fvallow the Eaſterne Emoyre , aſſociated with Alamondar the Saracen King, 
whodrew along with him no leſſethen an hundred thauſand men: & al chis 
was ſcattered in an inſtant, a panike terrour being crept into the diſorder of 


this vaſt Army. This it to teach thoſe, who make n&account of Princes, if 


they be not hot-ſpurres, raſh , and many tymes impious, what a deuout Em- 
perour can doe. 


But lince there is no beauty in creatures ſoperfe&,whath is not ſoiled with Defect of th 
ſome blemiſh, it canot be denied bur thatrhis excellent Prince had(as others) Emperays, 


bis defe&s. Among the reſt he is blamed not to haue vſed ſufficient induſtry 

nafaires, but toſuffer himſelfe through too much facility to fal into the 

complacence of others humours. He ſometimes ſigned diſpatches without 

velexamining them,through ouer-much confidence in thoſe who were much 

——_ abour him,and being of a ſingular, integrity meaſured al others by 
mſelfe, 


Pulcheria his ſiſter , to corre this negligence, reſolued one day to draw Rare a& of Pul2 
atranſaRtion in formal and expreſſe termes , by which Theodoſius gaue cheriars correR_ 
and conſigned into her hands his wife Eudoxia , to vie and handle her ar th< bafty precipze 


her pleaſure. He without reading the contents of the writing preſented = a of ter hoy 
222 


to him , according to his cuſtome , let his pen runne , and figned ir. Pulcheria 
wiſely made vſe of this her grit: for gently leading the Empreffe into her cha- 
ber.ſhe there held her as a priſoner. The other demading the reaſon, thistrand. 
tion was produced , fignedby the hand of her husband. The good Queen 
knew not whartothinke, & ſhewed rather adiſpoſitio of offence the laughrer, 
Notwithſtading her complaints, ſhe was held in captiuity,8& Theodoſius asking 
wherethe Empreſle his wife was , it was anſiwered , ſhe was in the Princeſſe 
bis ſiſters chamber, She is in good company (faith he) but 1 wonder what 
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tedious buſyneſſe can keep them ſolong togeather: Goe bid her come hither 
He was ſo paſſionately affected , thar the houres he ſpent without beholgjng 
her, ſeemed yeares vnto 111m, A Gentleman depured therero, bare thismeſyg, 
to Puicheria, She perſiſting in her game, witha ſerious countenance (engeth 
wordtothe Emperour, he ſhould not expe& her, and that ſhe was nor at hj 
command. Theodoſizz was amazed at theſe words, and couli not imagine why 
game his ſiſter meat to play,hauing neuer hitherto knowne any ſuch leuityin 
her. Hepreſently haſtnerh into Fulcheria's chamber, And what deniſe ((aith he) 
# this ? Where is my wife ? The poore priſoner {tretched out her hand to himzpy, 
cheria oppoſed it, and ſheweth ſhe was hers, to buy , and ſel, anddiſpoſe of y 
her pleaſure. And as the Emperour admired much theſe ſo extraordinary prg, 
cee..ings,ina perſon of his ſiſters humour,ſhe cauſed him to read the writin 
ſigned with hisowne hand ;then, adding good counſe], Behold (ſaith ſhe) my 
Sacred Maieſty , the goodly order precipitation and negligence bring fo affairs, The hol 
Emperour tooke this aduertiſcment in good part , and promiſeth he neye 
more would ſigne diſpatches at this rate, But Eudoxia was vexcd at this fur 
in good earneſt, Shewas in an eſtate wherin ſhe would no longer be oye. 
awed ; ſhe knew the power ſhe held ouer her husbands hart, hauing alreay 
giuen him pledges ot her fruitfulnefle, to wit a daughter named Eadexia, why 
was afterward maried tothe Emperour Yalentinian. It much troubled herthy 
Pulcheria ſtil retained ſome {mal predominance ouer her, and ſhewed a ſpirits 
command : ſhe reuolued with her ſelfe, that her perſon at this time require 
another cofiderarion; that ſuchtricks had heretotore been wel enough accep. 
red in that eſtate ſhe was in, bur not as now ſhe is: It 1s roo great a game ty 
play vpondiademes, Theſe petty refſentments of the point of honour eaflþ 
creep euen into the pureſt ſoules, and who ſeaſonably ſtops them not findeh 
his hart drencht in the gal of certaine auerſions , which weaken charity, 
know not what coeling-card this goodly game caſt between the two fri 
ceſſes, but from that tyme the one would no longer be coimmanded , andthe 
other purſued her ordinary courſe, which wasto commani. | hefe harrs fo 
merly vnited were now vpon breach, which notwithſtanding never out 
wardly appeared , ſo retentiue they were on both ſides. God would exercik 
both, and pur them into the furnace of tribulation to purity them , and take 
away ſome drofle, which by long proſperities 1s ealily contracted, Hefrl 
began with the Empreſle Eudoxia,to whom he ſuffered a molt ſenſible accident 
to happen, the narration whereof behold , which verily is pittiful. But who 
wilthinke itſtrange to ſee Eudoxia fallen into the ſiniſter opinion of Theodeis, 
ſcetng the ſame hath chanced to many Saints , yea to her, who hath bornethe 
ſtandard of al ſanity, the moit Bleſſed Virgin, 

Vpon the day of the Epiphany, as the Emperour returned from Churci 
with great pomp and magnificence, a certaine countrey man, a ſtranger and 
vnknowne, brake throughthe preſſe, accoaſteth Theodoſius , who was of mol 
eaſy acceſle, and preſenteth him with an apple of an extraordinary lize,eftee- 
medatthattyme as a rare fruit. The Emperour receiucth it gratefully, and 
commadeth to giue the good man preſently abour the valew of one hundred 
& fifty crownes. As ſoone as he was returned tothe Palace, he goesto vilitth 
Empreſlc,& ful of ioy giueth her this faire preſent, which he had taken ofthe 
peaſant for a greatrarity Out alas! this verily was the apple of diſcord, inf 
&ed with the breath of the ſerpent , which'horribly rent aſunder this poott 
Court. The good Empreſſe, hauing vnderſtood that Paulinxs , a great fauourit 
of Theodoſius,was in bed ſick of the gout ,to pleaſe and comfort him ſent hin 
the apple,not mentioning from whom ſhe had receiued it. Paulinus was ſeirel 
with ſo great ioy , ſeeing ſuch a courteſy from a perſon ſo eminent vie 
towards him, that the contentment he receiued at that ryme charmed tit 
}aine of his gout. He ſoadmireth this goodly truit that he indgeth it wud 
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of lmperial hands,and without much delay i ng reſolued toſend it tothe Em- 
rour , exculing himſelte through indiſpoſition of health, that he was noe 
himſelfe the metlenger, Theodoſuus knew the apple , which he had very lately 
urintothe Empreſles hand, he turnedit on every {ide,and judged it to be the 
{ane.;thegevpon 4 turious icalouliy,as it 1t had been breathed trom hel, be- 
anto lay hold on this gentle ſpirir, al the obie&s of what was paſt returned 
orhicken this black vapour, to trame a cloud thereot, and relolue, it into A 
forme. 1tis true, the Empreſle loued Palms with a moſt chalt and innocent. 
loue;one muſt haue had the hart ota Iygernorto loue him. He was a Lord 
yery much affected by her husband : 1t was he who partly had drawne her 
fom the obſcurity otGentiliſme by his learned and treindly conterences;he, 
that had procured her Baptiſme; he, that had wrought her mariage; he thar 
ealded moſt fairhtul ſeruiceto their Maicſties in the Chieteſt charge of the 
Empire,wherin he had bee moſt nobly employed:al which made him worthy 


| of great reſp« &, beſices that he was ofa very royal conuerſation , which had 


great power Ouer al thoſe who rreated with him, The good Lady,who ecucr 
had her penin hand to worke ſome plece of her inuention to the glory of 
Alrars, which she affected, was pleaſed ro comunicate her labours to Paulmw, 
2nd diſcourſe with him of holy things. Al theſe conterences , whicn cuer had 
been for the honour of an entire reputation , and which betore yealied 
nothing but hony, were alrurned into gal in the hart of Theodoſiws, by this la- 
mentable icalouſy wherwith he was pottefled, | , 
- He inſtantly ſendeth for Eudoxia, the more deeply to ſound her hart,deman- 
dingwhat was become'ot that faire apple he had giuenher, The poore Prin- 
teſſe was vuertaken, and ſeeing her ſelte betweenthe hammer and the anuile, 
} know not what geſture appearedonthe brow of her hufhand , but the wel 
percejued this faire ſoule wasnot 1n it's ordinary fituation, She therfore 


declyning ſuppliant intreaty,thought to: vnder-prop her innocency with a The euit of a 
ye,and ſaid She had eaten the apple, Vertuc hath nothing to doe. with the flcightlye, = 


veile of vntruths to courcr it-ſelfe, tt is not her cuſtome. Had $he treely told 
whar $he did with the apple,as her intention was moſt ſencere,althe malig. 
vity of ſuſpicion would. baue been diverted. But this ſuddayne ſurprizal 2 
litle alrered-her iudgement,and al she did was to remedy the paſſion she ſaw 
tobeenkindled in the hart of Theodoſius,by the eycs, which are as the mir. 
rours of our ſoule, The Emperour vrged her vponthis anſwer: She, who al 
ready was inuolued, tumbled herſelfe turther into the ſnare, and that shg 
might not ſeem alyer,ſware by the life & health of her husband ſhe catenthe 
apple. He to conuince her of this impudence,drew this fatal fruit out of his 
Cabinet:1t is then Aowne from your ſtomake into my chamber without cors 
ruption ; behold | haue found a wondet, The Empreſle atthe Gght of this 
rut endured rhe ſame ſympromes in innocency $she had done'itcryme ; for 
She becotnmeth very pale, and was ſo confounded she had not courage” | 
enoughto ſpeake one only word, Theodoſius inan inſtant retyreth-like light< 

ng, & withdraweth into his Cabiner, hauing his: hart wholy drenchr in gal 

and bitternefſe. The poore Erdoxia on the other part powreth herfelf into 

teares without comfort.as ber miſery-ſeemed deuoyd of remedy. :. 

Here was a rough trial which God ſent to theſe innocent; foules, and; 
yet we need not wonder , (ince $. loſeph ( as I haue faid') one of the moſt per= 
ke& husbands which the earth euer bare , gaue roo much ſcope to his ſuſpi=s 
c10ns, ypon the chaſtity of her, who was more pure then Angels. ..Loue,ica» 
louſy, anger, and ſorrow diuided the hart of the Prince in the ſad retirement. 
of his cabinet.and drew ſtrange ſ1ghes from him, OUT REIT 

A filly mayd ( ſayd he) come of nothing, who was toſſed: iu 4 florme #3 the tennis-bat\ 
of fortune, without [uppors, withour meanes, withont fauony , ro hawe keen paeferred be farg: 
ſub ang ſomany Princeſſes who ſought my aHiance ray ſed even tomy beddyplawfiulmatiage,:: 
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fo plant Jizhonour there ; to haue been ennobled with a diademe , and negligently pollute it b ” 
ber igratitude , and Paulinus, whom | truſted as my-ſelfe, that be might ſatisfie bis ſry iN we 
With at the grearneſſe & beauties of my Empire, ( for al was in his hands ) to proceed ſo ſa jeu 
as to attempt the bed of his Marſter ! Where bal we hereafter find fidelity > We muſt ſua ful 
for u among Tartars and Scythians, for ut is bannished from Chniſtiamty, ju 
It is not wel knowne who in theſe confuſions ſuggeſted to the Emperayr ml 
this wicked counſel to deſtroy Prince Paulus. The ſoule of Theodoſiw wastog © 
ſwcer to reſolue on an a& ſo tragical, without others motio ; ſo likewiſeit is Þ har 
not credible it ſhould procced from Palcheria, who was in affayres morereſer. Þ tre 
ued, and euer guided by the rule of conſcience. How-cuer it was,the hiſtory mi 
faith, the poore Paulinus , who knew nothing of that which paſſed, was cured ſ je i 
of the gout the ſame night , by a very rough and moſt blouy phleboromy, W je 
for he was putto dearh without any forme of procefſe Other haue written MW 1 
' he was firſt banniſhed into Cappadocta, and there oppreſſed by the faion of Wl yel 
his enemies. O God, what may not deprauecd loue doe, fince fincere amity Wl diſt 
Cannot auoid ſuſpicion,artended by an accident ſo ſtrange ! Some haue ſaid MW con 
nothing els followed, butthe ſequeſtration of Paulinus, and that ſhould more WW viſe 
pleaſingly runne from my pen, which abhorreth bloud: Bur as he ſcripture, MW om 
ſpeaking of Dauid and other holy Kings, hath not difſembled their faults, | wil W that 
not ſo paint Theedoſius exteriourly that i couer this aſpertion of roo much cre. WM zfai 
dulity,precipitation,and reuenge, in this matter, which proceeded euen to Wh red 
bloud,as the Chronicle of Alexandria aflurerth vs, rals, 
It is a fearful examplc, to ſee a ſoule ſo mild, by the diſturbance of ; W (fea 
paſſion and ſome pernicious counſel , tranſported ſo farre, toteach Grea, Wake 
ones they cannot marurely enough coaſulrt in the like occaſions. The father I thec 
of this Paulinus had been high Steward in the Court of the Empe. Wvnde 
rour ; Paulinw himſclfe from his infancy had been bred with Theodoſius , parti- WW lutio 
Cipating in al his c6unſels and pleaſures of youth; he was growne {a high, / 
that nothing but the hand of his Maſter could ruine him He lued in there. Wſerts 
putation ofa great man, and his wordes were heard in Court like Oracles: IO there 
Yet notwithſtading behold him,to ſatisfy icalouſy, miſerably maſlacred,anl Wwasr 
the glorious ſeruices he had done ra the Crowne recapenced with a diretil 
cataſtrophe.lIt is vnknowne why the diuine prouidence permitted the ſame, 
It oftentymes holdeth the affaires of the world vnder the veyle and ſilence; Wprofp: 
but we muſt preſume, al which itpermitteth is done with tuſtice, Wheathe 
afflicted Empreſſe vnderſtood the death of Paulmw, ſo fuddayne and vner. Whurw 
peced,ſhe wel ſaw the Emperour was tainted with the venome of moſt cruel 
icalouſy, and that al her apoiogies would be friutlefſe. The poote Lady fan 
nothing about her but darkneſle, fantaſies, and affrightments, The clock 
which ſtruck,euer ſeemed to her the laſt moment of life, yea and rhatinher 
opinion ouer-ſlow to end her miſeries. When her ſoulc was able to ſurmount 
Strange afAition £h< forme, ſhe ſaid ro God with an affeRionate hart : Ales ! God of iuſtice (ja 
of nia ach dare net implore thy mercies) thou haſt wel touched me on'that part which was moſt ſenfibl 
hcr wards, in me. Although | bad ſeen my diademe , thunder-ſtru.ken by thy hand, fd Wt 
| Into duſt at my feet , though thou badſt taken this creature from my- ſide , whil i 
thou haſt afforded vs as 4 pledge of our mariage , thaugh 4} mfirmities and mann 


of death bad conſpired again(t me, 1 doubted not alwayes to haue had courage enough is bet 
»)-ſelfe aboue wind and rempeſt. But what light of ſpirit would not be eccly pſed, what tempt 
of hart would net be loſt in theſe golorous affiittions? Thox haſt lifted me vp , 4s they doe (ih 
TOM children to the branches of a tree , tomake me fal downe headlong. cruch me with 411 
" Vanity & incoy- igneminious, as my fortune was emment. Were 1 now vnder the poore rooffe of the bu 


__ _ from whence thou dreweſt me , 1 should be too happy. Tou haue expoſed me 10 the min 


light,that I might nor be vnfortunate, without making al the world witneſſe of m) wretdbe 
nefſe ana diſgrace. And-yet ( my God) thou knowſt my eyes haue euer been caſt , and 11 F 


nener any other loue entred into my hart but that of alawſul buzband, 1t is better io ſuffer , 
Oe : | innacen 


O 
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avocency then crime: but it alwayes is a thing wartby of compaſiton , to beats cbaſtity vn+ 
puribul perſecuted. That poore innocent bath gone before me mtu tbe orher world , and bath 
wed as ſacrifice for bis Maſters tealauſy : his ſeruices ought not to haue been cyowned with 
h a recompence. It is my friendsbip , 4s chaſt as vnbappy, that bath becrayed bum : my 
e art ſo great, that I cannot doe good but by doing il, My God expiate them by deatb,and 
jly deliuer me from the bands of disbonour, | yo 
Thus went the afflicted turtle mourning in the ſolitary retirement of her 
tart ; the nights were yrkſome to her , ſo much was her ſleep clogged with 
dreames and fantalyes, which with rhe more horrour repreſented her cala» 
mity: and when the ſunne aroſe ty bring comtart in his rayes to al creatures, 
te found the eye-lids of this poore Princefle al watered with teares, which 
he could not dry vp. | 
In the meane tyme the Court of Theodofiue was inaſad filence. lt was not 
wel knowne what tragedy was played. The Emperour ſhewed a melancholy 
litraced ſpirit; the Empreſle bare the 1miage of her (orrow in her deiedted 
countenance; Pulcheria abode in a prudent diſhimulation and an admirable ad- 
wiſednefſe. 1 he ſodayne death of Paulinus made it to be ſuſpeed there was 
ſome ſtrange accident. Euery one diſcourſed according to his opinion. At 
that inſtant Exdoxia was {cen to be remoued from Counſel and mannage of 
efaires,depriued of the Imperial bed, abadoncd by al thoſe whabefore ado- 


red her; ſhe was dead to the cuil lifte,and only ſuruived to ſee her owne fune. Departiite of 
tals, It was thought Pulcberia, who was defirous to: make a ſcqueſtration, Evdoxiay 


(fearing leaſt her preſence might againe enkindle the fire coutered vnder 
ahesin the Emperours hart, to poſleſle it to the preiudice of affayres) cauſed 
the counſel of vnderraking the voyage of the holy land to be ſuggeſted ro her 
vnder-hand,But it is more credible farre the good Emprefle tooke this reſas 
ution ypon her owne mation,for the reaſon 1 wil deliuer. p 
A deuout Roman Lady of a noble houſe, named Melania, who filled thede- 
ſerts, Cirties , Prouinces, and Empires, with her fame, paſling into Paleſtine, 
thereto weare qut rhe reſt of her dayes inpeace, went by Conſtantmople , and 
wasreceiued at the Emperours Court; where fecing Eudoxis endowed with an 
amirable ſpirit, but yet vntrayned to the ſweetnefle of things ſpiritual, he 
endeauoured to giue her ataſt. . The Empreſle, whoart that tyme was inthe 
properities and delights of a flouriſhing Court, thought ſhe ſhould handle 
denotion,as a Captayne.Phyloſophy, and 1t was enough to taſt it: outwardly, 
Butwhen this (ad accident,like the ſteele, began to ſtrike onthe flint, it made 
theſpakles fly out in good (earneſt, She was on fire to forſake the: Conre; 
where ſhe no longer was what ſhe had been ; ſhe ſighed after thoſe places of 
the holy land, as the thirſty Hart for the ſtreames of afountaine;.L.wel be- 
leue ſhe rooke counſel at that tyme af Chryſaphiw,a powerful Eunuch,wha 
had gouerned Theodofius from his infancy , and was much: reputed amr :Court, 
cloſely countermining the ouer-much authority which Pulcheriahad , accor- 
lingto his opinion , in aFaires ; but he rooke good heed openty'-ro affrone 
der,farisfying himſelfe to a& his partby Eudoxis, according to directions ſhe 
jaue him, This man, very vnderſtanding in buſyneffes, found it was to good- 
wurpoſe toretire back, to come on the better ;rhatit was .neceſſarytheEm- 
tefle ſhould giue way for a tyme,and that her abſence-would make ther: the 
lore defired, and that he in the meane ſpace would dac al goad, offices. for 
with the Emperour, and a& his part.in tyme and place. Concluſions of 
ne voyage are made; leaue was not hard:to be obteyned of -.the Emperour, 
_ inſtrument Pulcberiawas thereaunto wholy diſpoſed. Whenitcame : 
0a ſe 
ith 


peration, which was a thing very: ſenſible inminds ſo long tyme' and” 
th ſuch ardour mutually louing, the good Eudexia could notretraineto ſay 
0 her husband with teares in her cyes: | 209 }ot 

SACRED. MAIESTT, 1 4m vp tearmes to ſee you no more inqhis world:;. 
Whigh 
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which cauſe it is fic 1 diſcharge my Conſcience. Bebold me ready to depart, not only from vl (4 
Court, but this iſe , if you ſoordaine, I ſorrow not for greatneſſe, nor delights, 1 hay 1 Fo 
thougbt the proſperity of the world was 4 current of fresb water,whub looketh ror bakall a 
any thing and baſtneth co power ir-ſelfe inro the ſalt ſea, I only gricue, that hauing browgk 
fo Your Court two ineſlimabie lewels , virgw-t), and the reputation of a child of bor.our, th F 
one which 1 ought rather to bauc giuen to God, | dedicated to your bed,and the vther i; tubal wt 
from me by your ſuſpicion, grounded vpon 4 ſ-daine ſurprizal o f 4 word ſpoken from a bart pM (au 
plexed to ſee you troubled, Tou baue cauſed the Prince Paulinus to be put to death, any Ks 
doing this, you baue not bereft me of alouer, but your ſelfe of a good and faythful ſeruant, a bol 
God grant the yoyce of bloud accuſe Jou not be fore the tribunal of the ſouerargr.e lucge,, buy h1 
God, who ts the Protettour of innocents, wil one day take my cauſe in band , aud whennu Wl ye 
sbal giue light th1ough your ſuſpicions , you at leaſt wil render me the honour , which tug wi 
only haue ſought to be conueyed into the asbes of my tomb, anſ 
Theodoſius knew not how to anſwer her but with the moyſt dew of his eye, iſ 14, 
which began to doe the office of his lips; a few ſuch words were enough FI 
curne his ſoule topſy-turuy. Pulcheria readily made the ſtop,ſaying that wig ye 
was paſt could not be recalled , ouer which God giueth as no other poye ful 
bur of forgertulneſſe, That the Empreſſe might in good tyme goeto (aig M jy 
herdeuotion, and that were ſhe her ſelfe free from the bondage of affairesji ; 
would be one of her greateſt contentments to beare her company, 1 
Voyage of Endo= Thus Eudoxia departed , traucling direly to leruſalem , and with herthy MW an 
x1a into Palcſtine, grace & alacrity of Court. Al Conſtantinople was filled with ſadnefle, ar whia MW hun 
tyme the plaines of Paleſtine were afready comforted with the firſt rayes «MW (nt 
this bright day-break. Whereſocuer ſhe paſſed the people ran thitieW her 
by heapsto behold her, ſhe was receyued with much applauſe , with el. mu 
quent orations , andal demonſtrations of harts affections ; and particulaiyW gen 
her approach was much celebrated inthe Citty of 4ntzoch, For it 1s (ayd, te orar 
Senate going outtoreceyue her ,ſhe replicdar an inſtant, as ſhe was ſitinW Cro 
in her golden Caroch,tothe oration pronounced before her , and vide like 
tooke to prayſe this famous Cirty with ſo much grace and indgement ta anir 
the principal and moſt eminent of the Citty rauiſhed with ſuch courteſy, MW wou 
dicated two ſtatues to her, the one of gold in the Senat-houſe, as to theEwW had 
preſſe, the other of braſſe in their library as to thetenth Muſe, EntringinoM rhes 
Iersſalem, ſhe was receined as an Angel from heauen, but aboue al, rheClrgy long 
reioycedat the abode ſhe:meant to make there, wel knowing the ChuraWW in 
ſhould thencederiuc great ſuccours in it's neceſſities. Some perſwaded ht he er 
Daxid had prophecyed ſhe ſhould reedify the wals of leraſalem , becauſcintieſ who! 
fifteenth Pſalme, where theſe words are read, In bong voluntate tus edifice ſean, 
147i Ieruſalem; the Septuagint haue tranſ]ared in Ev/{je. The interp. erationwa Re be 
not amiſſe;although it were not literal,it had the effe& : For the pious En afe4 
preſſe inproceſſe of tyme made many moſt worthy reparations. There WW ect, 
beganto line as in another world; ſhe ſeemed to herſelte to haue caſt trol 46, / 
her ſhoulders the burden of a huge mountayne, ſhe now breathed afar ty; 
other ayre-then that of Courr, She had another taſt of things diuine, Alley, 
ſtudy wasro pray , meditate , and heare cxhortations and ſpiritual conferevF with þ, 
ces , toread andlicarne holy ſcripture, ro ſow charities that She might TewF (hues 
merits,rv vifit-the Cels of Anchorets, to ſee how their garments and girdk tf þ. 


were-made ,to obſcrue their manner of liuing, ro multiply Monaſteries,"F 74, 
cloath Virgins, to heap vp relikes togeather,and ſuch like things. ever tr 
+ Theodafias vnderſtanding her cariage , and the good entertaynement WEWeari 


Chryfaphius la- 


bourcth there- hadeucry-where; thought it was the. worke of God, who fauoured her innſthe p, 


turne of the Em- CEncy.,and at that tyme. the flames of his chaſt loue began ro burnc motfpin, , 
preſſe, iathe forciblyghen ever; He loued her with a loue mingled with reſpe&ot Mſſhnyijj; 


meane,Ume. FFeF=-qnerit,and compaſſion of perſecuted innocency, . He was pleaſed to haue dike q,,, 
ng his owne ene 


" ſpokenof injpriuare, and heare the life diſcribed $he led 1n chis me Yah Neateſ 
Chr jjapw# 
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Tom th i chry ap bius perceiuing him to takefire in good earneſt , followed his oppor- 
axe ee runicy according to promiſe, and one day ſeeing the Emperour wel diſpoſed, 
back a aJucntured tO ſ ay: 

br SACRED MAILESTT, How long wil you deprive vs of this Saint ? Muſt needs the 

our, th i deſerts of Paleſtine [o long tyme poſſeſſe ber to our pretudice? It is 4 wonder your Palace bath - 

15 tka net been able ro endure a vertue , which maketh it-ſelfe tobe ſeen, heard , and adored in the 
art þe. ſage wilderneſſes. The poore Lady hath wel payed for a litle ſodayne ſurprizal of ſpeach, 

, and a MW Know befides 5he newer bath fayled in fidelity to your bed,and berean t would [ weare yponthe 
wit WY boy Euangeliſts,and expoſe niy hand to the fire: But God bath already ſufficiently declared it 
ge. boy h the ſequele of ber deportments. What is done, is done : we cannot reſtore life to the dead,bus 
en hui i ye eght co peald bononr ro the liwing , which bath vniuſtly been takgu ſrom them, 1t is an 

Lun vhlig ation of conſcience. Who bundrech we cannot ſodainly ſee ber by your ſides? Theodofius 

anſwereth : Ir would be my deſire, but thou ſceſt the impediment , 1 feare my ſiſter wil not 
iseyer MW jike it. Chry ſaphius replyeth : Truly my Lady your ſiſter ought to be ſatisfied with the 
ughto WY abſol are commUnd your Maieſty giueth ber is al the affaires of your Kingdome , without 
which if attempting 013 the contentments of your mariage, or the bynour of this good Princeſſc , whoſe 
power BY faules 5he 5hould rather corer with her rojal purple, 1 f any ſuch had eſcaped ber, butof neceſity 
 (atish Wl the ought co Hon on her merits, Let me alone, and I wil giue ber ſatisfadtion, 
ares, Ml Theodoſis giuerh him abſolure commiſſion, and thereupon,as it is moſt pro. 
bable , he aduiſeth the Empreſle to returne to Conſtantmople with ſmal noyſe, 

hertie MW and much haſt an i ſo plottecth;, that the Emperour vnder colour of going a 
t which hunting ſaw ber , ſpake to her , treateth with her of her returne, which pre- 
ayes oil fently was publiſhed, and al the Citty, which paſſionately aftcQed her, vihered 

thithe MW her in.Behold her arriued, as if ſhe bad flowne in the ayrc, and receyued with 
ith el much honour and magnificence into thePalace. Pulcheria amazed at this acci- 
1culziW dent, ſerterh a good face ypou it, entertayneth her with-ſtrict embraces,con- 
ayd, tix WW pratulateth her pilgrimage; ſpeaketh to her of nothing but of Monaſteries, 
s fitting Croſſes , Relikes. In the meane tyme very choſcly ſheweth, ſhe did not wel 
| vade- WY like him who had contriued this. Chryſaphizs imagining he had to doe with Chryfaphius,an 
nr, an imperious mayd , ſeaſoned from her youth in gouernement, who neuer 12/9 To 
ely, MW would forgiue him this fault, reſolueth to play ar faſt and looſe, thinking he Pon 
the EW had credit enough to doe this-by the meanes of Eudoxia, For the loue which his Court. 


1ng nt) Thewoſtus bare to her vpon her returne, was atorrent , which after it hath a 
e Cer longtyme been reſtrayned,breaketh the forced dammes , and with vigorous 
Chura WW impetuouſneſſe drowneth the fields. He was ſo ardent and paſſionate, that 
ded bet i he ſeemed vnable to deny her any thing. This was the cauſe, why Chryſaphize, 


{cine whoſe name is as much as to ſay a ſcamſter of gold, hauing already mae a 
edifcena I ſeame of his trade, ſtirched another togeather more ſtrong then the former, 
c100WeW Re boardeth the Emperour vnder the wings of Eudexis, in the heat of his 
ous EW affe ions. moſt ardent : Both ioyning ro make the battery more forcible, 
"here ie declareto him, That MADAME his fiſter dayly defired ro gayne repoſe , as she had 
aſt fro0M often ſays, and that it was a thing lawfully due for the long ſeruices she had yealded to the 
:d a fant trowne, That it was 4 wonder, how she hauing dedicated her ſelfe to the Church by the vow 
. Ale of virginity, could perſeucr ſo long in Court, That beraſter Theodoſius bad one ,who held 
onferevM wich bim the firſt place in al fauours , on whom he might repoſe bimfelſe , and was rherevnto 
ght TW obiged by reaſon, which was bes wife, That the ſpirit of Pulcheria was not ſuteable to 
d IOW the bumour of Eudoxia ; when ove ftarre riſeth the oppoſite muſt fal. 

cries, Theodofins apprehended this buſyneſle as the moſt ſlippery path he had 
ever trod:but what cannot lone and the ſoft inticements of a woman doe? 
Wearied out with ceaſcles importunities, he yealdeth, he ſendeth for Flauian 
he Patriarch, an4 intreaterh him to put his ſiſter Pulcheria in the ranke of vir= 
Bins, who are dedicated to the ſeruice of the Church , were ſhe willing or 
willing, Flavian , much amazed at this manner of proceeding, telleth him 
© ſhould rake good heed of this reſolution, that he vadertooke one of the 
reaelt paſſages of ſtate he had cuer done in his lite , and that the _— 
rncrQ 
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therof was much to be feared. | he Emperour replyeri,bc b6.4t' ve! ponger(y 
ir, that ſuch was his wil, & he mult ſpeevily ſee it executed, lhe Patriach(py; 
cherts being exceegingly affected by al the Clergy) acwicth her to with-oray 
without further reſiſtance, otherwiſe he ſhout i ze torced to doe that which 
Vertue of Pulche- would much trouble him. The goo: Lacy vnucrſtood wel what he wouly lay, 
Ws ſhe had already ſmclr the plot, and was vnwilling to coe any thing vnworthy 
of her vertue: for ſeeing her fortune altered by the change ot the Emyergy 
her brothers wil , ſhe freely diſpoyled het ſelte of rhe maniage or affaires, y 
from a ſhirt, which one hath loag worne, and retyriug from tie Palace, yen 
to lodge in a houſe ſome-what diſtant trom Co: ſtaurnople, where ſhe liuedin 
meruclous ſanity, Vertue is as the Geometrical Cuve , 0 what (Lic {oeuer 
it be caſt, it alwayes findeth it's baſis, 
Chryfaphius en- Beheld then a new tace of gouernement, which beginneth vnder Chrſaphiy 
tangleth the Em- and Eaxdoxia: But the miſchiete was , an 01d dotard , called Eutyumes , Carne inty 
perour & his wife the field troſow an hereſy, holding the body of our Lord,atrer the vnionwith 
_- pw of - the Word, was no more of the ſame nature that ours are, but that the hy. 
--- arenas ' manity was wholy difſolued into the Diuinity, The hypocrite fo couere{ 
his opinion, that he ſhewed not to teach this dodrine but for the reus 
rence he bare to the Sonne of God, This became a ſtumbling block ro may 
good ſoules. As he aduanced this propoſition the Biſhops oppoſe co ſup. 
preſſe it, and he for a ſhelter caſt himſelfe into the armes of Chy/aphw. why 
. not contented to imbrace this buſyneſſe with al feruour, embarkethltkewik 
therein the Emperour Throdoſius and Eudoxis his wite,firſt through greatfn. 
.Plicity, afterward by a ſtrange vnhappyneſſe, which almoſt brought themty 
deſtruion , if the diuine goodneſſe: had not otherwiſe diſpoſed. They 
the holy and pious Emperour, perſecuted the Religious and Saints. He wrot 
to Pope Leo in fauour of Eutyches, he cauled falſe Councels to be held, andcy. 
uered the ſeditious vnder the protection of his armes, euento the author; 
zing the attempt committed on the perſon of the good Parriarch Flawman by 
expreſſe letters. What doth not a playſtered ſanity for the ſubuerſion d 
the ſimple ? What doth not a bad ſeruant, when once he poſlefſeth theah 
nature of his Maſter? 
Pulcheria, who ſome yeares before had ſcenthe hereſy of Neftoriws tori, 
and had partly ſtifled it when ſhe was in the mannage of affaires , by heres 
Great prudenceto Cellent dire&ion , neuer was deceiucd in the choyſe of a fice, but moſtcon 
ſtick to Altarsand ſtantly tied her ſelfe to the doctrine of the See Apuſtolike. That gaue apart 
thetrue Church. car benegictionto al her enterprizes , and made her ſway in the peopls 
harts, as $he cauſed true religion to flourish on Altars. Al the Eaſterneanl 
Weſterne Clergy eſteemed her, 8 lent their aſſiſtice to maintayne her auth 
rity, which was no litle ſupport. Al thoſe who haue ſought to ſtrike thel 
Powers, haue therein loſt their endeauours. And very wel Ariſtobulw King! 
the Iewes, one of the greateſt States-men who had gouerned thar Kingoons 
being vpon his death-bed freely confeſſed, the fouleſt fault he had euer con- 
mitred in matter of pollicy was to hauc oppoſed the Phariſees, who thenhal 
lawful-anthority ouer affaires of Religion;and gaue his wife Alexandra counſ 
to practize and hold good intelligence with them by al poſſible meanes, Tt 
very ſame which he aduiſed out of reaſon of ſtate Pulcherta practized by col 
fideration of piety, and euer held her ſelfe firme on the rock of $. Fete,s 
itis ſayd the mothers of pearle fixe themſelues to rocks during the tempel. 
If the wicked Exryches had appeared in her tyme, ſhe had conſumed his here| 
as the ice of one night vnder the rayes of the ſunne ; but it was then ti 
Kingdome of darknefle. Chryſaphius perpetually beſieged the eares and 
of the Emperour Theedoſius , diſguiſing al affaires to him , according tots 
{way of his owne paſſion. He drew a-long with him the good Exdoxia, V 


became too curiouſly intelligent in matter of religion, and loſt her _ 
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FORTVNATE PIEFY. 289 
follow rather the aymes of her pregnant wit then the trackes of holy humi- 
liry, More agrecing to her ſexe. 

Pulcheris , who vaderſtood al this goodly buſyneſſe, was much perplexed to 
ſee her brother and ſiſter in law, atrer they had ſhaken off the yoke of her 

ood precepts,to fal into alitle apoſtacy:and not being able to get acceſſe to 

ralke with them , ſhe made the apple of hec weeping eyes ſpeake to God 1n 
continual prayers. She wrote to Rome, ſometime to the Emperour Valentinian 
her couſin, ſometyme ro Exdoxia the Yonger his wife, daughterof our Eudoxia, 
ſomeryme to Pope Leo himſelfe , ſolliciting them for the reduction of theſe 
poore wandring ſheep : ſheeuery-where diſpoſed ſquadrons of religious per- 
ſons , to force God with the armes of prayers. Althe powers of heauen and 
earth conſpired ar that tyme : The battery was ſtrong enough to moue a hart 
that neuer yet was obdurate. 

In the end Theodoſius awakned, as out of a long ſleep , opened his eyes, 
with horror ſaw the precipice, wherinto he was ready to fal. He dereſteth 
the diſaſtrous Eutyches,and leaueth him to the cenſures ofthe Church, Pultherig 
foure ycaresafter her baniſhment returned in triumph to the Courr, with the 
zeneral applauſe of al ſorrs; Her firſt care was to ſeize onthe perſon of Chryſz. 
phixs, and by forme of iuſtice to ſend him into the other world , that he mighe 
no longer troublethis, wherin ſhe ſhewed that, liuing otherwiſe as 4bee in 
the delights of virginity, ſhe had not ſo much hony, but withal a ſting, 

The poore Eudoxia wel percciued her Miſtreſſe was: returned , and her hare 
bled to behold this change..She no longer remembred the condition of Athe. 
ni, and ſhe who before would not be but vnder the feet of Pulcheria,could nor 
endure her now by her ſides. It is a ſtrange thing , how the ayre of the Court 
doth as it were neceſſarily breath ambition. Theſe two pure ſoules , which 
ſeemed in the beginning (as an Ancient hath ſaid ) able to abide togeather in 
theeyeof aneedle when they were in concord, tound the whole world in 
theirdiſcord roo litle for their ſeperarion. Eudoxia, tyred with the many reuo- 
lutions of Court, returneth to Ieruſalem, as aPilgrime, witha great oath neuer 
toſet ſoot againe in Conſtantinople : aud verily ſhe had her tomb in Paleſtine, ag 
we ſhal ſee anone, 

Theodor inthe colle&ion of his hiſtory inſinuatethto vs, that ſhe neuer yn- 
dertooke this voyage til the death of the Emperour Theodoſius her husband, 
which happened ſhortly after. You would haue ſaid that his good ſiſter was 
come of purpoſe to diſpoſe his ſoule for this paſſage. He was about fifty yea. His death, 
res of Ape, and had already ruled 43. witha moſt happy raigne,had not to this 
appleof diſcord been , which outragiouſly diſturbed the peace of his Court, 
and ſteeped his life in many acerbities, That which is read moſt probable of 

hisdeath, is; that riding a hunting ar fulſpeed , and falling from his horſe, he 
hurt the raines of his back , ſo chat of neceſſity he muſt be caried backe to his 


and Theodofins awa- 
kened, 


Place in a litter, at which tyme he plainly ſaw his laſt howre approached, & 
ſigned his innocent life with the ſcale of a death truly chriſtian, APrincein al 
things els of a molt ſincere life, religious , learned, mild, courteous, patient, 
in whom nothing could be blamed but the ouer-much facility of his nature, 
which many times made his hart of waxe to be moulded inthe hads of thoſe 
who were neereſt vnto him, andthis was in a manner the cauſe. of his ruine. 
But it was wel for him he betooke himſelfe firmely ta'the. good.countailes of w 
his ſiſter, who dearely loued his good, and ay med at nothing bur the glory and 
repoſe of his Empyre. We baue heer inſerted his pourtraiture and Elogy, 
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A Scepter free from pride, a goodneſſe ſweet, 
Alife not faign'd, but where true graces meet. 
eAs zcale be for ſole valour did aduance, 

So heau'n his shield became, the (10/se his lance, 


E had no male iſſue by his wife Eudoxis , and the Empire might not fal Mariage of Pul- 
ro the diſtaffe, which ſeemed to inuite theſe two Princeſſes, who til cheria, and neW 
&- 4 this day had ſwayed in gouernment , ro ſound theretreat, But Pulche. $2 ment 
was become very neceſſary tor the ſtate, and as yet had not loſt the appe- 
we of rule. Theodoſiu: hauing caſt his eyes by the aduiſe of his Counſel ypon 
Eriaruw,to declare him Succeſſour in his Empyre,Pulcheria maried him,onely 
aderthe title of wedlock, with mutual conſent of both parties to keep vir- 
Snicy.This woman was made to gouerne menand Empyres. She was already 
Wy yeares old , and had mannaged the ſtate about thirty ſeauen. Behold ſhe 
bet nneth a new raigne, with the beſt man ofthe world , who only had the 
we of 2 husband, & ineffect ſcrued & reſpected her with as much regard & 
Inility as if þctrad been her owne ſonne. She could not in the world haue 
aſe a better choiſe. This great man was naturally inclinedto piety, iuſtice, 
Empaſſion towards the neceſſities of mankind, He was very valiant , for he Merueilous aeci- 
badathis life tyme bcen bred among armes, & during his Empire no barba- dent of Martianns, 
Wes Nation ducſt ſtirre, ſo much was he feared. It was awonder by what 
Wale God led him dirc&ly to the height of wordly honours. He was of baſe 
tation, a Thracizn borne,of a good wit, and a body very robuſtious, which 
made him find aſweertneſle in warre, He going to Philippelis to be enrolled in 
liſt of ſoldiers, by chance it happened he found a dead body vpon the way 
tewly maſſacred. This good man, who was very compaſſionate, had pitty 
thereon , and approached to giue it bu:1al ; but this charity was like to haue 
oft him his lite : for being buſily employed to enterre this body , one layd 
T 0 Whotd on his throat, as if he had been the murderer,andthar he made this grauc 
PIT MWorno other incention but to bury his owne guilt, The poore man defendeth 
R A. MWinſelfe in his innocency as welas he could, but coniectures preuaile beyond 
hisdefence : He was now vnder the {word of the executioner , when by good 
hepthe homicide was produced , who had done the decd, conuicted by his 
dwne confeſſion, This man thruſt his head into the place of the innocent,and 
Mater brought his away to behold it one day glitter vnder the rubyes and 
llamonds ofthe Imperial Crowne, This was not without long tryals of his 
bility, which transferred him from degree todegree through al the hazards 
[ 1 Aﬀſalong & paineful warfare. He was then mature in yeares,in account one of 
0 5c greateſt Captaines of the Empyre. Behold why Pulcheria could not be de- 4 
0 L! eved in her choiſe, This good husband , who held his wife as a Saint , was 
[1s Toly direed by her counſels, & ſhe daily purified his ſoule in religion and 
jllicy : He became in ſhort tyme ſo braue and perfect in this {chool, that he 
8 accounted one of the molt accompliihed Emperours who had borne the 
Cepter ſince Conſtantine. God wel ſhewed his loue and faithful protection Good ſuccellc of 
VPON owards Martianus, when in the ſecond ycare of his Empyre he diuerted the fu- . 
FiOS Artilu from the Eaſt, who euen now rored ouer the Citry of Conſtantinople, 
athun{er-ſtroke before it break in ſhiuers, 
This Attila was a Scythian, a great Captaine, who promiſed ro himſelfe the 
Mpyreofthe world, and for that cauſe had taken the field with an army of 
Cc 2 avourg 


.. 4 THE HOLY COVRT,. Yfar.r.lib.s. 
about 700000.men compoſed of ſtrange and hydeous Nations, who had poy, 
out of their countrey like a ſcumme of the earth, ranging t:.emf. lues vnder 
the concuct of Ariila,tor the great experience he had in tac mannage of army p 
He notwithſtauding was a l:tle man, harſh, viclent, his breaſt large , his hez; MW © 
great, the eye of a Piſmeere , his noſc flar, his beard cloſc ſhaucd , Deginnirg ri 
already to waxe grifled, He walked with ſo much ſtate as if he thoughtth i to 
earth had been vuworthy to beare him, and though meerly barbarous, th MW 91 
deſire of honour ſo poſſeſſed him, that being one day at alan , and lceing pic. M ex 
tures, where the Reman Emperours were repreſcnted, who had Scythians, his MW Er 
Country-men, caſt at their teet , was ſoenraged, that inſtantly he ſent for; MW m 
Painter, and cauſed himſelte to be drawne ,ina very eminent golden tlron; MW þ; 
and clothed in royalrobes, and the Emperours of Rume and Conftarrineple be. WM Gi 
ring bagges on their ſhoulders filled with crownes , then made them' to hy 
powred at his feet, alluding heerby to the vaſt ſummes of money he in good WM {ay 
earneſt extorted from the Empire , and which Theodsſius gaue him afterwary M tre 
todiuert the courſe of his armes ; thinking that ſpeedily to diſpatch ſuch uM Af 
enemy out of his territories, it was only fit to make tor him a bridge of filue, M his 
This man ſeemed created to ſhake the pillers of the earth, and torthar ca ha 
made himſelfe tobe called The ſcourge of God.There was no infant fo litle intel gul 
armes of the nurſe, who hearing Ara named did not thinke he ſaw a wolk, MM hel 
He conſidering that Martianu,a moſt valiant man, at that tyme {wayed theE:M of: 
ſterne Empyre, durſt not come neer, but haſtned to fal vpon the Welt, wher MM exc 
Valentinian the Yonger raigned, ſonne of Honors, couſin of Theodoſtus and Pulch. WI cull 
7i4, a wanton anddifſolute Prince, as you ſhal vnderſtand in the courſe ofthis i nex 
hiſtory , looſing his lite and Empyre by his ſenſuality, So it was that artilya- dra 
tempting firſt vpon the Gaules , found worke enough; for the Romans, Frend S 
and Gothes ( not vnlike dogges,who after they haue worried one another raly MW thoi 
themſclues togeather to reſiſt the wolfe) by a common conſent, hartnedea MW whe 
other vnder the conduct of Atius, Meroneus, and Thyerry, againſt this Barvaria, WW Behr 
and hauing giuen him battaile defeated one part of his Army in the Catalan ded! 
Plaines : bur he failed not to pack away, creeping along like a grear ſerpen, JW 2en1 
which loade whichredoubled blowes giuen by peſants, hath recetued amaine MW tyes 
in his body. and notwithſtanding ſaueth his head. : | Emp 
God, whoderideth the proud, and in his Amphitheater is pleaſed ro mais, very 
not Lyons to fight with buls,but the weakneſle of the earth againſt themot WJ muct 
inſolent greatneſſe, reſerued the conqueſt ofthis monſter toReligious perſowſ Tt 
and women. It is a wonder, he comming to Kome as to the period and butto!F utour 
his ambitions, al enflamed, and great with deſires, inthisclattering of ha agre: 
nefſe and lowd noiſe of Armies, al the world trembling vnder the ſcourg, J 1haue 
the braue Pope S. Leo went out to ſecke him, and preached ſo wel vnto hin, fghre 
that being come thither as alyon,he returned asa lamb : for arrile enterranedi Th 
him with marucilous reſpe&.So had he done beforetoS. Lupus Bithop ot Tri, with 
granting him whatſoeuer he could deſire, Al his Captaines were muchami 
zed, for, among other titles, rhis Hun had the name of being inexorablets Qual! 
ſuppliants; and it then being curiouſly asked of him , who made him ar tht __ 
tyme looſe his fury,he confeſſed he ſaw a venerable perſon by Leo's fide{(1t wa Mereti 
the great Saint Peter) who threatned him with death , if he condeſcendednd _ 
to what the good Pope deſired of him. | Ol ww 
Attilathen leaueth 11aly and paſſeth into Sclayonia , without being wiſhed for for th 


againe bur by one ſole woman.Alas!who would belieuc it? Honoria ſiſter ofthe At th 
E mperour, couſin germanto Palcheria,fel inloue with this molter. 1 know I with c 
what ſhe hadſet in his picture, which comoly was painted with the hornes( confiri 
a bul on his forchead:it was not in my op1ni9 his faire eyes, nor goodly no Empet 
which made him ſought after,for he was one of the moſt deformed creaturs wa 

a 


of the world: Yet he notwithſtading was reputeda great C aptaine & 4 _ 
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King. This blind Princeſleſo breathed the ayre of ambition, that though he 
were wholy Pagan and hydeous, the no whit was affrighted ; for verily her 
paſſion was ſo much enkindled,, thar ſhe ſecretly diſpatched one of her Eyu- 
nuches with expreſle letters, beſeeching Artils he would demand her in ma- 
riage of the Emperour her brother, and ſhe ſhould account it a great honour 
tobe his. wite, This Scythian entred into a much greater eſtimation of his 
owne worththen euer,beholding himſelfe ſued vato by a Reman Lady of noble 
extraction, and thereupon grew {ueager, that he immediately addrefſethan 
Embaſſadour to the Emperour V alentimian , to require his fiſter of -him:- in 
mariage , and the moity of his Kingdome ; otherwiſe he was not gone 
backe ſo farre , but he would returne with his Axmy to enforce his obe 4 
dience. 

Althe world was now ſtrucken with terrour., when by good chance he 
ſaw himſelfe , for ſome preſling occaſions,engaged to returne into his Coun. 
trey, where al theſe lightnings were quickly turned into a ſhower of bloud. 
After he had ſwear vnder harneſfle, like an other Hawnhal, who in the end of 
his conqueſts was brutiſhly beſotted in the boſome of a Capuen Lady , this 
haughty King of Hunnes , as ſoone as he came into his Countrey, wholy en. 
gulphed hiroſelfe in wine and loue. Beſides agreatrable of creatures which 
he had to ſatisfy his luſt , he became in his old dayes paſſionately enamoured 
ofa gentlewoman named Hildecon, whom he' maried with ſports, feaſts, and 
exceſſive alacrity. That cuening, after he had freely drunke according to his 
cultome , he retired into his nuptial chamber with his new ſpouſe, and the 
next morning was found dead inhis bed, floating ina riuer of bloud, who had 
drawne bloud from al the veines of the world. 

Some ſaid it was an eruption of bloud , which choaked him, but others Death of Attila 
thought H:ldecon , lead thereunto one knoweth not by whart ſpirit nor by 
whom ſollicited , handled hex pretended husband as Iudiceh did Holofernes, 
Behold how God puniſheth the prowd. A deſpicabledwarfe, who comman. 
ded ouer 700000, men, who forraged Euery-where , enuironed as with a bra- 
zenwal, who boaſted inthelightnings of his puiſſant armes , who razed Cit- 
tyesal ſmoking in bloud and flames , who waſted Prouinces, who deſtroyed 
Empyres, who would nottread but on Crownes and Scepters, behold him the 
very njght of his nuptials, ful of drinke, maſſacred by a woman, hauing not ſa 
muchas the honour to dyeby the hand of a man. 

The ſame night that Atrila yealded vp the ghoſt in his owne bloud, our Sa- 
wour appeared ina dreame to the good Emperour Martianw , and ſhewing him 
agreat bow al ſhiuered in pieces, ſaith: Martian , behold the bow of Attila which 
1 baue broken; thou haſt no further cauſe to ſeare thy Empyre. Thus you ſce , how God 
bghteth for the pious euen while they ſleep. 

This ſcourgebeing ſo fortunately diuerted, Martianus and Pulcheriaattended 
with al their power to the conſolation & ornament of the vninerſal Church, 
vader the dire&ign of the greatPopeS. Leo, whom their Maicſties moſt pun- 
tually obeyed. At that tyme were ſeen the relikes to march in triumph into 
Conſtantinople, of the good Patriarch Flauianus , maſſacred by the ptactizes of 
heretikes 3 at that ryme the exiled Biſhops were with honour reeſtabliſhed in 
their ſeats; at that tymethe Councel of Chalcedon was celebrated , where the 
Emperour Martianus , though wholy a ſoldicr , made an Oration, firſt in Latin 
forthe honour of the Roman Church , then in Greek his natural language. 
At that tyme hereſy was fully condemned , and impudence furcharged 
with contuſion: At that tyme an infinit number of goodly Canons were 
confirmed by the Councel, and ſtrongly mainteined by the authority of the 
Emperour : Atthat tymeiuſtice was fixed in the height of perteRion, Briefly, 


FF Xthat tymethe whole world was infinit! y comforted by the good order and 


lideralities of this hol y Court, 
Cc Z | | It 
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It was an admirable Empyre, and a happy mariage , and nothing coulq h; 
deſired more in this match but immortality. But the holy Virgin Pulchg 
being about fifty fiue yeares of Age , not ſo much loaden with yearcs yg 
merits, wearied out with continualtrauaile and. care, which ſhe had ending 
almoſt fourty yeares in the mannage of affaires, found her repoſe in exchangs 
of the Court of Conſtantinople for that of Paradiſe, She died in a moſt pure yirgy 
nity, which ſhe carefully had preſerucd al her life tyme, leauing the poorefy 
her heires , who were her delight , after ſhe had built in her owne life ry 
five Churches, and among the reſt one to the honour of the molt Bleſſed Yi 
gin Marie, which ſurpaſſed al the other in magnificence, beſides many hoſph 
rals and ſepulchers for pilgrimes. Torches made of aromatike wood caſt wy 
their odoriferous exhalations when they are almoſt waſted; and the vertugy 
Pulcheri« made al the good odours of her lite cuaporate in the laſt inſtant 
her death. She who had liued as the bee in the taſtful ſweerneſle of puring 
dyedasthe Phenix in the Palmes , not of Arebi«, but of conqueſts, which 
had obtcined ouer the enemies of our nature. We hauc heer annexey hy 
Elogy and picture, 1 
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ELOGIE OF PYVLCHERIA,*/L 


A golden virgin in an iron Age, 
Who trampled ynder-foot znfernal rage; 
A barren wife , a fruitful mayd, vnſtayi'd, 
That al the world within her hart contayw'd: 
Mother of people, Miſtreſſe ouer Kings, 
eAnd who'twixt Church and Law firme vmon brings, 
She in her ſelfe bright ſcepters did behold 
Ioyn'd to the Croſſe, Altars to Crownes of gold, 
The maryed life ynto virginity, 
eAnd glorious greatneſſe tohumulity, 
If vertue were 4 [ubſtance to be ſeen, 
Wel might we heer ſuppoſe this happy ©ucen 
Should lend her body, that it outward may 
Reſplendent luſtre to the world diſplay. 
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VLCHERIA FLA. THEODOSII I'VNIO- 
RIS SOROR AVGVSTA, VIRGO ET 
CONIVX, AVGVSTOR VM FILIA, SOROR, 
NEPTIS, VXOR; PROPVGNATRIX PON- 
TIFICVM, MAGISTRA IMPERATORVM, 
CYVSTOS FIDEL, MVNLMEN ORTHODO- 
XORVM, ECCLESIA ET IMPERII DECVS, 
NOVA HELENA, NOVVM ORBIS MIRA- 
CVLVM, ANNO CHRISTI CLIll. &TATIS 
LV. IMPERII XXXIX. AD COELESTEM 

AVLAM PROFICISCITVR. 


GREATs 
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E =os THE HOLT SS WTET Dew. Lib.s; 


L REAT-.ONES may here behold, the ſhorteſt way to the Temp, 
'S of honour is to paſſe by-that of vertue. Neuer woman was. may 

honoured in her life , neuer woman more glorious in herdeath, fl 
great Pope S. Leo, $. Cyril and al the excellent men both of the Eaſt andy 
haue employed their pennes in het hotour. So magnificent and note a6) 
mations were made to her in Councels , that nothing would he wiſhed mg 
glorious. -Alitle beforcher death in the Councet of Chaicedon they criedyy 


LONG-L1iVE THE EMPRESSE MOST SACRED, Low 
LIVE. PVLCHERIA, LONG LIVE THE SECOND' 
HELENA : GOD PRESERVE THE SAINT , PRESERY 
THE ORTHODOXE , PRESERVE HER WHO 1s Ti 


GVARDIAN OF FAITH; | K 4 

What tropheyes of Alexanders and Ceſars are comparable't6 ſuch hong 
Raderus , who hath learnedly written her life, maketh a colleRion of} 
titles, and calleth her the holy Palcheria, cuer a virgin, alwayes Gacred 
virgin outof. mariage, a virgin in mariage ; daughter of anEmperour, y 
of an Emperour,Miftreſſe of Emperours, Protecreſle of Popes, Guardia 
faith, bulwagk of the faithful , honour of the Church, glory of the Emp 
the new Helena, the new miracle of the world, the new exampleftor poſte | 
The titles which Saints haue giuen her , and her name in the quality 
Saint, haue been couched in the Menologe of thEGrecians and the Renal 
tyrologe ,the 10. September , a month wherein*ſhe-paſſed from thiswy 
to the glory of Saints , inthe yeare of our Lord 443. And Martianus het 
band being not able to liue without this celeſtial ſoule , fled quickly 
after her, ro enioy the recompence of his piety. Of whom behold heny 
Elogie and picture, | 4 


heel 


ELOGIE OF: :MARTIANVS, 


, R TE 
eA man without eſtate, ſoldier vntrayn't, Do 
Husband not wiu'd, an Emperour vnſtayn'd: MO 


Whoſe ſtrength, triumphant afts, and vertues bright, C0 
We may his proper children cal aright. We. 
What did he not, ſmce in himſelfe he made ES” 
No change, but to aſcepter from the ſpade? . 
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L VALERIVS MARTIANVS , SOLA VIR- 
ETvTVM COMMENDATIONE AD IMPERIVM 

EVECTVS, PVLCHERIEZ CONLVGIS IN- 
TEGRE INTEGER CONIVX,, MODERATVS 
DOMI PRINCEPS, FORIS ATTILEA FVRORI 
MODVM IMPOSVIT : QVASSATVM IMPERIVM 
CONTRA PARTHOS ET VANDALOS CON- 
FIRMAVIT PRVDENTIiA, ET ORTHODOXAM 
FIDEM ADVERSVS EVTYCHEN TVTATVS 
EST FIDE: VIXIT ETATI SATIS, IMPER1O 
PARVM, SIBI SEMPER VICTVRYVS OBI1IT 
_ CHRISTI CDLIL IMPERIO VI. MENS. 
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2. THE HOLY COVRT. Part. 1. Lib.s, 

_ the 
ES. nod in E T vs returne now tv our pilgrime Eudoxia, who liued in the holy his p 
tlic holyland in land, not being in the way of ſanctity. A woman endowed with 4 WE 
the Eutychian goodly body and a faire ſpirit, hath the charge of a veſſel very hard, Wl feal 
pond be ftcered ; more of ſuch ſuffer ſhipwrack then reach the hauen, The gogg © i9u!! 
Princeſſe departed from Conſtantmople in griete, gal, and anxiety, which pro. i 9! 
ceeded from the change of her. fortune ,and that which is more, ſeduced all W g*th 
with the hereſy of the wicked Eutyches,- Theodoſius her husband yealded atthe Wl 1% 
firſt encounter , and ſubmitted vadet the obedicnce'of the Church : euxy, Wl it,v 
ſil perſiſted, ſo apt the nature of women is to mainteyne an errour with ob. I ig"e 
ſtinacy, She had but roo much witto be deceiued, and yer not prudence W th*1 
enough to diſcouer the deceir. A wolfe clothed in the skin of a ſheep, thy M 1915 
1s ro ſay one Theodoſis/,a falſe Monke, who nad gayned her vnder apparence MW 9P" 
of ſanctity and much wrought vpon her during her aboad in Paleſtine , whol ofth 
plunged herin the myre of hereſy , which ſhe ſupported in his fauour, ay {W="' 
endeauourtd to illuſtrate by the ſubtility of her wit. thed 
How was it poſſible but this hereſy of Eutyches, masked withthe falſe ze, {M99 
of reuerence towards the Perſon of the Sonne of God, might not enſnare z Met 
woman, very eaſy totake impreſſions, which had ſemblance of deuotion, MW 1' 
ſince euen diuers holy Hermits, who numbred many yeares inauſterities au chaſ 
» pennance, before they were wel informed ſuffred themſclues to be tranſpgr. who 
red with this nouelty ? Among others the great Geraſimus was ſeento fal ; tha i ©*!: 
Angel of the deſert, whotamed Lyons and vſed them as Mules, was behel{ conſ 
inuolued in the ſnares of this infamous Apoſtata, from whom he afterwai W'** 
freed himſelfe by the mercy of God, It was alamenrtable thing to ſee thi WM 4" 
- pooreEmpereſſc, who had forſaken al the greatnefſe of Court to liue inrety. {/9" 
red ſolitaryneſſe, thus caught in the ners of her owne iudgement.She thougit {W 
dayly to amaſſe infiriit heaps of good works in the exerciſes of piety which fan 
ſhe inceſſantly practized, and it was bur duſt ſhe bare in her hands , blowne God, 
away by the wind of preſumption. God would not looſe this faire ſou, W*2'9) 
which he had enchaced ina beauteous body, to make her in the end of her {W*©2% 
dayes an exa& miracle of vertue; and as ſhe kicked ſome-whart too cagery IM. !4 
. .._ againſt ſomany teſtimonies of verity, he reſolued to break this feounine Emp, 
_ - _—_y pride with the iron rod of another very ſenſible affliction, She was then inher bein 

ter. 5” owneopinien out of the danger ot inconſtancy , but had ſtil one part of her 


ſelfe vponthe Imperial Throne , who receiuedalthe violence of the ſtorme, 

to make the effe&s thereof paſſe into her hart by the paineful counterbufte 

of a loue, which could not be renounced without apetry apoſtacy in naturc, 

Strange difor- FEudoxia her only daughter, inheritrix of the name and beauty of her mother, 

ders inthe Roman 12s maried to Valentmian Emperour of Kome,to be the ſubie& of a wocfultrs 

_ gedy,& to make poſterity bchold,that twoeminet greatneſle is often ruined 

with thunder, This Valentinian,ſiſters ſonne of the Emperour Honorius, couſin of 

Theodoſixs, not being able to content himſelfe with the ſprings of his owne 

houſe (according to the prouerb) and repoſe himſelfe in the beauty of aPrin- 

ceſſe ſo accompliſhed as he in lawful wedlock had eſpouſed, dayly went3 

Luſt ruineth Em- hunting after change inthe infinity of forbidden loues, Theſenſuality of tus 

_ Prince ſo much diſpleaſed God, that for this vice he ruined in his perſon this 

great Roman Empire, which ſo many times had cauſed her vidorious chariots, 

loaden with Palmes and Laurels,to paſle ouer the heads of the Kings and Mo- 

narchs of the world, ſo often had it been ſhaken, and ſo many tymes cſtabll- 

ſhed by concuſſion; needs muſt a wicked finne of luxury interpole irrecoue- 
rablytocntomb ir, ; 

The Emperour then beholdeth with a wanton eye the wife of an eminent 

Senatour named Maximus, and ſeeing this Lady was honelt and loyal to het 


husband,he thought her a bird not calily caught.Beholi he reſolueth to hn 
the 
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che priujledges of his power, and brake al the bands of equity to give yent to 
his paſſion, What doth he ? Behold he inuiteth Maximns toa ſumpruous an 


bry, royal banquet , which he had prepared , miſerable man! who knew nor this 
Adto feaſt was 2 ſnare layd to entrap the honour of his wite. After ſupper Valentiniz 
200d inuiterh him to play vnder the colour of paſſing away the tyme, which he 
1 pro. moſt willingly d1d,& ſo heateth himin game, that after he had loſt al, he ga- 


4 aſp Þ grtb downe the ring of his finger, wherwith he vſed to ſeale hislerters.Valen- 
1njao wanne it, greatly reioycing,not {ſo much for the valew of the gemme in 


atthe WW 09 7 A . X 

woxy WY it, which was of grear price,as to haue found a paſſage to histreacherons ge- 
-þ ob. I 6gne.He preſctly difpatcheth a gentleman with this ring, who bare newes to 
dence MI ''* Lady that her husband ſent tor her to the Palace to ({aJute the Emperour. 


, thy {I This was 2 very vel coloured pretext : Notwithſtanding it caſt moſt ſtrong 
zpprehenſions into the ſoule of his Lady,who too wel knew the deportments 
ofthis Prince, But conſidering this pretious pledge of her husband, held for 
r, an] an vndoubted carneſt-penny of his command, ſhe goeth, and conſecrateth al 

thedificulties which ſhe conceiued,to the obedience towards her Lord. The 
-2eale Ml poor Lady was no ſooner arriued, but was rauiſhed and violated to ſatisfy 
the brutiſh laſt of a man,more drunke with loue then wyne. 

The Palace of a Chriſtian Emperour, which ſhould be a Sanctuary for the 
es and chaſtity of Ladyes, is by an act , black and villanous,defiled. The chaſt turtle, 
who would not {urujue her honour, as ſoone as ſhe returneth to her lodging 
|; cha WM xclay meth againſt her husband with outragious words, thinking he had 
\chely WM conſented to this diſaſter, Goe (ſayth ſhe ro him ) ingrateful and ynnatnral man as 
they ar1,to profticute the honour of thy wife to the brutisbneſſe of a Prince , abandoned by God” 
e this Wl 41men:: doſt rhou not yet feele the executioners of thy conſcience, which reproach thee with 
1rety- tome? Maximus , much amazed at ſuch words , What is the matter, or where 
ought dave jou been ſoolish woman ? ſayth he, She ſhewing the ring , Doſt not thou yer ac- 
which WM kaowledge thy diloyalty, filly and perfidious man?behold that whuh wil accuſe thee before 
lowne WM 644. He , as ſhe began to.vnfold her ſelfe, too ſoone found his owne ſhame, 
ſouls, W*niopnerh her to filence and diſſimulation, and hath no veyne in him which 
of her WeenXth not to vengeance. 
agerly WY 4entinnan had a braue and valiant Captaine, who ſupported the whole 
ainine MEmpyre:this was Aerius, very lately adorned with the ſpoyles of Arrila, whom 
inher Wein a pirche butrel had vanquiſhed. Maximus thought he muſt ruinate this 
of her WPillar to make the whole houſe to fal,8 therin was not deceyued. But being 
orme, nan ful of craft, ſo diſſembleth what was paſt concerning his wife, aSif it 
tadncuer come to his knowledge , only he endeauoureth to gaine the good 
opinion ofa powerful Eunuch named Heraclins , who was the Emperours in- 
ſirument, and hauing already gotten him at his deuotion,ſuggeſterh to him in 
great ſecret,he had learned fro a good hand, that Aetius, Lieutenant General of 
heEmperour,was much puffed vp with the vitory he had obteyned againſt . 
ata, andthat he on al ſides practized contederacies both within & without 
Kingdom,to make himſelfeabſolute Maſter of al;that vnder the ſhadow of 
ertayning the French & Gothes in good correſpondence with the Empyre,he 
purchaſed them for his owne ſeruice with the Emperours reuenewes; & that 


ruined 
ain of 
owne 
2 Prin- 


wents R 
of this thing remayned for him bur to ſet the Diademe vpon his owne head, which 
\n this Wickly he would doe, were he not with al ſpeed prevented. Heraclius fayleth 


ot roundly ro relate al this to his Maſter,who was already ſtirred with 1ca- 


ar1ots, 

4 Mo (uly towards Aetius, ſeeing his fortune tooke ſo heigh a flight, that it feemed 
ſtabli- 2 Mount aboue wind and tempeſt. Valenrinian, a haire-braind Prince, perpe- 
ecoue- Fully drunk with luſt & choller, wirhour any further inquiſition ſenderh for 


tus rothe Palace,and with enraged paſſion, How (ſaith he) Traytour,'ts it thou 

v yndertakeſt to bereane me of the Crowne?and ſaying that,raketh out a poynard, 

Mich he had in his boſome,, and killed him witlrhis owne hand. An a&t borh ' 

bd and barbarqys. IF = | 
The 
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Wicked reuenge 


327 THE HOLY COVRT Part. Libs; 
The poore Aetius, who had borne the brunt of an Army of ſeauen hundreafÞ 
thouſand men, who firſt cofronted a man that shoke the pillars of al Empyr, lik 
who returned from the Gaules amply loaden with victorious Palmes, one 
the moſt glorious Captaynes that euer was , at that time ſhewed at Rome az ; go 
prodigy of valour,fel dead as a ſacrifice at the feer of his Maſter,receiuinghy iſ of 
the iult indgemet of God that catertaymer, he before had giuento Bonify iſ te: 
the great Gouernour of Afiick, Valentmian, as if he had acteda Maſter-piece MW ant 
went preſently to one of his wiſeſt Counſcllours to boaſt therot ,asking of a 
him it he had nor wel played his prize, The other replyeth: Sacred Mairſty fn if the 
bad taken abatcher with your right band , and cut of your lejt arme inſtead of grung th | 
accurſed blow , you bad net done ſoil . And 1 belieue you too ſuone wil feele the loſſe Jeu bay WY rio 
recerged,. Theſe words were not without effe&, for the death of Aetu being 


preſently after diuulged , it put the ſoldiers into fury , who loued him; ff try 
braue and valiant Caprayne, vnder whole ſtandard they had giuen ſo anyy if do! 
teſtimonies of their worth. Two of the moſt hardy of the, Oft:as and Trarfily ſl 1 
after they had maſſacred the Eunuch Heraclz, afſayled the perſon of theEn,W af 
perour, who was at thattyme inthe field of Mars, and deſperately murder fon 
him, it being impoſſible to free himſclte from their hands , God permittinM the 
his in reuenge of the murther lately committed, and ſo many adulterigh h 
vherewith this miſerable Prince,degenerating from the bloud of Thewy fl lyc 
polluted. cou 
Maximus , who caſt the ſtone and afterward withdrew his arme , cauſing iff ofy 
this tragedy to be ated to his owne aduantage, after the death of ValentnuW mid 
as being moſt eminent,obteyned the Empyre with litle reſiſtance, & his wiz onc: 
during theſe enterprizes being dead (perhapsthrough diſcorent for herownlf , T 
diſaſter) ſeeketh the mariage of the Empreſle Eudoxia, wife of Valentinian aff ſend 


daughter of our Athenais. The poore Princeſſe drenched in adcluge of foray 
for the deat;hofthEEmperour her husbad,ſhewed in the beginning to beded 
in this motion of mariage:but as the ſpirits of women are mutable & ſoothe 
with glory,in few dayes forgerting death, ſhe reſolueth to liue among thel 
uing .& tor accomodation of her affaires weddeth Maximus, Behold hiffl 
ſhort tyme in the Throne and bed of his Maſter, reuenging bimſclfe of on 
wickedneſſe by another much more execrable, Bur vice in greatneſle hah 
cucra ſtaggering foot, Maximus was no ſooner entred into the Palace but hi 
head aked, & the remorſe of coſcience diſtracted him:His moſt truſty freink out 
heard him ſighing ſay, he eſteemed that anciet Damocles happy,who wasaKingſ mit , 
bur the ſpace of a dinner while; ſo much already was he diſquieted withth was h 
Empyre, as if he had foreſeen his owne cataſtrophe. It chanced one day this men. 
vnhappy man familiarly diſcourſing with his new ſpouſe, let a word eſcyx{Þdytor 
him,which coſt him his life : tor to giue her a great token of his affeRion, it 
confeſſed himſelfe to haue intermedled in the deſigne of V alentinian his deat, 
not ſo much for thedeſire of Empyre as of her beauty, Eudoxia was ſtruckaſ, 
with ſtrage horrour at theſe words,not ſuppoſing her firſt husbid had beed{ſith, 
priucd of lite & ſcepter by his practizes,& therefore reſoluing to be reutget 
ſhe couercth her plot with diſlimulation, & bendeth al her powers to co 
his humour.She ſaw how her mother had been vſed at Conſtantinople,ſo thatitt 
thence probably ſhe could expe no ſuccour, The tury ot reuenge traſporte 
her to an act very hazardous, which was to cal Genſericus King of the Wandah Eurh 
in ſe& an Arian, raygning in Africk,to make a voyage into Italy, which hel 
with a huge Army , by meancs whereof hecaſily poſleſſed himſelfe of 8 
whereal was in diſorder: And as he thither came;rather led by his vnquenc 
ble auaricethen any motiue of iuſtice or picty , he riffeled al that whichws 
rich and excellent, cuentothe treaſures of the Temple of leruſalem , wheres 
ſome had ſtil been preſcrucd at Rome euer ſince Veſpaſian. Maximws, after he 


raygned two months, is knocked downe and rent like a laczifice. He nn 
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alcharges had wel thriued with honeſty, whe he began to praQize treachery, 


found that which a great Prelate had ſaid 1n his hiſtory, That great mens ſortunes Sidon,Apol t 7. 
Fp 13. 41 foorpires 
viiinia parts perins 33, 


like ſcorp10nS C471 their venome m their tails; ; 
The Empreſſe Eudoxia, who to ſatisfy her feminine paſton had made al this 
oodly innouation, in the ſight of the great Pope S. Leo, who was ſpectatour 
df al theſe calamiries , men ied nor her market: forthe with her two daugh- 
rers were by this Barbarian carried into Africk,, one of which bare her name, 
and was maried to the ſonne of Genſericus, who atfrerward poſſeſſed the ſcepter: 
2nd the other was Placrdia,ſentin the end with her mother to Conſtantimople,after 
the death of Martianus. Behold terrible accidents, 


Exdoxi4 our Pilgrime, after reciral made to her of al this tragedy, began ſe- Coinic rfion of Ev 


riouſly ro open her eyes, and laying her hand tuft ypon the wound, acknow. doxi, 
ledged ſo many diſaſters had befallen her , for that ſhe had ſtrayed from the 
true faith. Thereupon to ſettle her wauering ſpirit, ſhe deputeth an Embaſſa-: 
dour to holy Simeon Stilites , neer the Citty ot Antioch, 
This Simeon was a prodigy of man,who lined ina body as if he had been but Stilites] 
aſpirit. For figure to your ſelte a pillar fourty toot high, and onthis pillar 
me little ſhroud fixed there as a birds neſt , open and expoſed on al fides to 
the injuries of weather; there this great man, to raiſe his body to God as wel 
his hart,placed his aboad. It was a ſtrange lodging,where he could neither 
lye nor ſit in any faſhion, but cuer ſt00d bolt vpright, without roote, without 
couerture, his haires being ſome-what whitened with ſnow, and his beard ful 
ofyſicles,, ſome tyme roaſted with the boiling heats of the ſunne, and in the 
midſt of althis he paſſed the dayes and nights in contemplation , eating but 
oncea wee ke, and that vety ſparingly, 
To this famous Hermit then, who was the Oracle of Chriſtendome, Eudoxis 
ſeadeth Anaſtattus, a truſty Biſhop , whoin much ſecrecy labouced her conuer. 
fion,to coſult with him vpon doubrs of taith.Smeonanſwerethintheſetermes; 
Peore Princeſſe, ths malice of the euil ſpirit, who ſaw the great treaſures of thy rare —_ 
wwld needs winnow and ſift thee. Theodolius the falſe Monke , 4 Miniſter of Sathan bark 
(ruptedthy faire and glorious ſoule, But courage, my Daughter , thou shalt aye in the frue 


fahy conſult no more with me , tho ſeer« ſt warer farre off , hauing the fountaine neer at 


hand, It behoucrh to addrefſe chee to Euthyminus , who wil ſerue 45 thy direftout in 4 happy 


This anſwer being related to Eudoxia , ſhe cauſed this Euthymius to be fought 


out on al ſides, who ſhould vndertake this buſinefle, He wasa venerable Her- 
wit, hauing become hoary inthe exerciſes of a long pennance, and one who 
was hardto be found out , ſo much he auoided light and the conuerfation of 
men, Notwithſtanding God permitted him to be tound, & brought as 1t were 
dy force tothe place where the good Emprefle was. She ſecing this bleſſed 
oldman, proſtrated her ſelfe at his fect, ſaying: Father, buue lived long enough, ſince 
I baue the honour to behold you , it is from your band I expedt the remedy of al my euils, 


The holy man raiſing her with much ſweetneſle , Daughter (faith he) the ewil 


ſprit bath roo much abuſed your credulity : 1t is tyme you open your eyes to ſee the ſcourges of 

6. Al your ils haue proceeded of nothing but infidelity. Andif now you deſire to be cured, there 

whut one word : Stand no longer vpon diſputation, but follow the Councelsof Nice & Con- 

— . Behold the rule of your faith , which you shal learne of Tohn Bishop of Ieru- 
em, 


Ewrh»win,afrer he had thus ſpoken to her,returneth to his Cel, and ſhe goerh 


Ure&ly tothe Temple of leruſalem, att&ded by an infiuit number of Religious, 
lifting their hands ro heauen in thakes-gining for this couerſion.She abiureth 
the hereſy of £qryches between the hands of the Biſhop , and abſolurely recon- 
lleth her ſelfe to the Catholike Church, with fo much feruour and zeate, that 
ſhe ceaſed nor al the reſt of her dayes to extirpate impiety , and amplity the 


_ in al parts qf the Eaſt where her power extended, a a 
he good e"_y" then leda lite wholy celeſtial, her —_—_ being purged in hos Foks ms 


d the Eudoxia. 
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Num. 24 Quem adeep affectionate ſigh, ſhe ſpake theſe words of the 24. Numeri : 0 1a 
pulchra ſhunt tentoria 


ta, 0 Lacob , habita- 
gone; 8uf 2 0 Iſracl! 
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the furnace ot paineful tribulation, afterward purified more and more in y, 
louc of God , held not of the body bur by aſlender thread, Her hart was ag jy, 

cenſe, daily difſolued into the flames of her charity,ſending to heauen it's ga, 
grant exhalations. Her two eyes were the conduits, by which pennanceyg 
2 powerful expreſſion diſtilled teares , which are as the Nectar of the loyyy 
God; her hands like thoſe of the Spouſe , true globes of gold , repleniſh 
with an ocean of bounty, powred through the Cittics and deſeits of Palefimp 
In euery place nothing wasto be feen but Churches and Koſpirals , buthgy 
ſes for the poore built at her coſt ; ſo that an Authour named Cyril , whol 
ued in her tyme , aſſureth , it wasathing impoſlible to number them, G 
being willing to diſpoſe her paſſage out of this lite by the exerciſe of ſo my 
good workes. And being vpon the confines of her laſt yeare, ſhe wenttoyil 
a magnificent Church ot S. Peter , which ſhe had founded , and one day repy 
ſingneerto a ceſterne , where ſhe laboured for the good of the (aid Chur 
ſhe began to caſt her eyes vpon a great number of Monaſteries, al neerong 
another, which were inthe charge of her good father Eurbymius,then ferchy 


faire are thy pauillions ! © Iſrael, how excellent thy tabernacles ! Then turning het {e 
co a gentleman of her trayne, Goe ((aith ſhe) ſeeks out Euthymius and mruuth 
ro doe me the honour , that I once againe may ſpeake te bim. If he shal ſay , he ſpeaketh 
with women, tel bim I ns longer k now what ſexe is , and that I conuerſe only with any 
Euthymiws in his cel had by reuelation,, that this Sainc ſhould quickly py 
toa better life, and he came directly to bring her the newes thereof, Thelk 
prefſe ſaluted him very courteouſly , and diſpoſed her hart to ſpeakerokij 
touching a certaine ſomme of money ſhe deſired togiue for the enrerraig 
ment of his Monkes; but the good man diuining the thoughts of herh 
ſaith to her : Madame, trouble not your ſelſe for this money , there are other affairs 
more concerne you : know , you very shortly muſt depart out of this world, and now youth 
ro haue but one care, whych u to entertaine your ſouls in that ſtate you deſire it should pany 
of this life, J 
Eudexia atthe firſt was amazed atthis diſcourſe. It ſcemeth ſoulcs (as 
faith ) goe not but with griefe out of faire bodies, but this was too much. 
engaged to doe intheend of thoſe dayes any vnreſigned a&. After ſhe hadz 
long tyme talked to Eurhymmws, as one would with Angels,ſhe gaue him thelk 
adieu,ful of hope to ſee him at theRendez-vous of al good me.Returningint 
Ieruſalew ſhe had no other care but to ſet a ſeale vpon al her good worke, 
then deſtributing whatſocuer ſhe had tothe poore, ſhe expected the ſtroke of wa 
death freely,& reſignedly : her ſoule wastake out of her body throughly ripe- 
ned for heauen, as fruit which only expe&s the hand of the Maſter to gather 
ir, She was about threeſcore yeares of age, hauing ſuruiued Theodoſius herhus UL 
band, and Pulcheria, Flacxilla, Marina, Arcadia;for al of them went before her into MEG 
the other world : ſhe was maried at twenty yeares of age , ſhe ſpent twenty I ST! 
nyne in Court, and as it were eleauen in leruſalem: ſhe deceaſed in the yearect 
our Lord 459. the 21. yeare of Pope Leo , and the 4. of the Emperour Les Suc- 
ceſſour of Martianu. A woman very miraculous among women, who ſee- 
meth ſo much to haue tran{cended the ordinary of her ſexe , as men ſurpal 
beaſts. More then an Age is required, e're nature canproduce ſuch creatures, 
They are boxne as thePhenix , from five hundred to fiue hundred yeares, yei 
much morerare. A great beauty,great wit,great fortune, a great vertue,gret 
combats, great victories;to be borne in a poore cottage, as a ſnailc in his hel, 
and iſſue out toſhew it-ſ{elfe ypon the throne of an Empyre, and dye inan her- 
mitage!alis great, alis admirable inthis Princeſſe : But nothing more great, 
nothing more admirable,thento behold a golden veſſel, with ſailes of linen, 
and cordage of filke, counterbuffed by ſo many ſtormes , oyerwhelmed , and 
euen accounted as loſt, inthe end happily toarriuc at the; . Bchold het 
portraiture and Elogie, "2s 
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= Fortune vnparalel'd , beauty her owne, 

ret eA ſpirit that admits no Parazon, 

yo Diune , immenſe , although it ſeeme to be, 
5 "7 "Twas but the Temple of the Deity, 
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x ER example drew an infinit number of great Ladyes to contempt of 
pleaſures and vanities of Court, to ſceke the Temple of repoſejnths 
deſerts of the holy Land. Among others Queene Endoxia her Gran. 

child, whoas we haue ſaid was maricdinto Africk, treading the world ynger. 
foot with a generous reſolution, came with her crowne to coc homage atthe 
tomb of her Grand-mother, kifled her aſhes, as of a holy Empreflc, and wa 
ſo rauiſhed with the many monuments of vertue ſhe had erected in the holy 
Land,that there ſhe would pallc the reſidue of h-r dayes, and chooſc her towh 
at the foot of that from whence ſhe deriucd her bloud andname. 

It js a great loſſe to vs,that the learned books written by this Royal hay 
haue been lcattered ; for thoſe varieties of Homer , which are extant, areqy 
Eudoxia's, Photrw,much more ſubtile then Zonaras to iudge of the workes of yz. 
tiquity , maketh no mention thereof inthe recital of the writings of this gj 
vine ſpirit , but of her Ocorcuch , which he wirneſleth to be a worthy, 
heroike, and admirable piece, Beholdthat which is moſt remarkable in the 
Court of Theodofius, . 

And verily for as much as concerneth the perſon of the Emperour , he di 
enough to make himſelfea Sainr, by lining ſo mortified 1n his paſſions, intle 

delights of a flouriſhing Courr. 1t is a meer brutiſhneſle, a very plague 
mans ſoule, to make no account of Princes, but of certaine braggards, vaige 
braine-ſick, and turbulent ſpirits, who fil Hiſtories with vain-gloriousbrayz 
does, whoredomes, murders,and treacheries: theſe are they,ot whom thei, 
rit of fleſh (an enemy o© 0d) proclaimeth falſe praiſes, and ſuch an one ſe. 
meth to himſelfe ſufficiently great, when there appeareth a power in himt 
doe il, A calme ſpirit, vnited, docible, temperate,though he haue not ſo may 
guifrs of nature, is a thouſand tymes to be preferred before theſe vain-glg. 
rious and audacious, who are only wiſe in their owne opinion, valtantin af. 
neſſe, happy in vicegand great in the imagination of fooles.it is good tohay 
the piety of Theodoſius , and to let ouer-much facility worke in praying, a 
pray inworking ; to hauec the beake and plumage of an Eagle, and themilh 
nefle of aDoue;to lay the hide of a Lyonat the teet of the Starue of piety, 

As for Palcheria, ſhe wasthe mirrour of perte&tion among the greatPris 
ceſſes of the earth, yet not without her ſpots , but ſtil giuing water tow 
them away. And for Eudoxia, you find in her whatto take, what toleaue,may 
things to imitate, few toretect, but antinic number to admire, Beholdin 
the end the fortunate piety , which I haue fect before your eyes as a golden 
ftatue, not only to behold it in paſſing by, but to gild your manners withthe 
rayes,.and adorne your greatneſle with the glory thereof. 

Who wilnot admire the proſperity of the Empyre of Conſtantinople, in the 
mannaze of Theodoſius, of Pulcheria, of Martians, vnder the rule of piety , andndt 
ſay, Behc1d the world, whichtrembleth inal the parts thereof, vnder the pro- 
digiousarmics of Barbarians, who ſceme deſirous torend thecarth,and wholy 
Carry it away in fire and bloud from the center ? Behold the Reman Empyre, 
which hath trodden vnder-foot al ſcepters and crownes of the earth, ruined, 
diſmembred , torne in a thouſand pieces in the hands of a vicious Emperou, 
who buricd it vnder the ſhiuers of his ſcepter : and behold on the other fic 
God, who preſeructh his Theodoſius, his Palcheria, his Martianw,among thele tor 
midable inundations, which calt al the world into a deluge,as heretofore 
did Noe in the reuengetul waters., which powred downe from heauents 
drowne the impuritics of the earth, What nurſe was euer ſo caretult0 
drive afly from the face of hcr litte infant while it flept, as the prouidenc 
of God ſhewed ir-ſelfe affectionate in the conſeruation of theſe cleuated 
{oules? 


Obſcrue the perſons preciſely, and conſider each in particular ; What * 
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FORTVNATE PIETY, 


Ineſſe in the Emprefle Eudoxie, whilſt ſhe labourcth for the glory of Altars? 
God gaue the hart of her husband into her hands, the world in honour at her 
feet, & a litle Theodoſius by her fide,who in his infancy maketh al the hopes of 
hismorher to bud: Bur as ſoone as this poore Princelle, forgetting her ducy & 
(elfe, contended with $.1oþn Chryfoſtome , behold her cut downe with the lithe 
gfdeath,carryed away inher flower, depriued of the contentment and glory 
which ſhe pofſciſed. Behold ſhe receyued a breach in her reputation , which 
cannot in the memory ot al Ages be repayred. Her bones ace in horrour and 
dread ,til ſuch tyme as S. Chryſoftome, baniſhed by her commandment, and 
returning dead ro Cenſt.cmtineple, came to ſcrue as ananker for the tioating 
aſhes of this vnfortunate Emprefle, 

Conſider this litle Theodeſius, who eucn at his birth maketh the Idols to falg 


itto bury the remaincers of Idolatry, whata trophey to extirpate vnder his 
raygne ſo many monſters of hereſyes ? What celeſtial comfort, to ſee in his 
yme ſo many learned writings to be layd athis feet ?to ſee ſo many worthy 
men flouriſh, ſo many Saints, as Leo's, Cyrils, Chryſcj.omes, Symeons Suites? ro fee 
the Church al garniihed warh ſtarres and lights ? ro (way a ſceprter more then 
fourty yeares inapeaceful Kingdom among ſo many tempelts? and which is 
more, tafal into ſomedetedts by ſodayne ſurprizal, and expiate them by a 
happy repentance?roſec himſelte drawne by a powerful hand from the brink 
ofaprecipice,and in the end to yeald vp his ſoule inthe midit of Palmes and 
good odours of a glorious lifc?Sce you not a fortunate piety? 

Behold Pulcher:4,2s can Eagle on the top of a pyramide, whicheuer hath her 
eye on the ſunne , & ſecth al ſtormes broken and contounded vnder her feet, 
Was there euer a more {ortunate piety? To ſay that a mayd at fifteen yeares of 
ae, (waying Emperours and Empyres , enchayning al harts ot the world, to 
make her ſelfe on earth a Crowne , might boaſt ro haue had the vniuerſal 
Church for trrumoec ot her prayſcs, & tro the gouernment on earth to mount 
taheauen by fo 112ppy a death, borne as on a Chariot of liberality & magnifi- 
cce!Where may ens more manifeſtly ſee the happineſle of true & ſolid piety? 

Behold Arben«is,a filly mayd , who had not ſo much as a poore cottage for 
ſhelter,as ſoone as ſhe t1abraceth piety , & offtererh the faculties of her ſoule 
to the honour of Altars, behold her rayſed vp6 the throne of the primeEmpire 
ofthe world , afterward, as ſhe came a lirle to forget God, he ſent hera very 
ſharp affli&ion,bur as ſoone as ſhe hath againe recourſe to the armes of de- 
ution,the cloud of calumny caſt on her torchead difleuereth,the ſtorme paſe 
ſthaway,& her face al glictereth in glory,and which is moſt admirable, God 
layeth hold of her cuenin the gulph ot errour , wheriato a wicked hypocrite 
hadcaſther,reconduceth her to Altars, receyueth her ſoule 1n peace, & cau- 
ſeth her ro raigne both in her ſclfe & bloud in al the three parts of the world: 
forhe held in perſon the Scepter of Aſie, her daughter Eudoxis was maried to 
the Emperour of Keme the Capital Citty of Europe , and her Grand-child was 
Qeenof africke, miraculouſly ftiading a Kingdom in her owne Captiuity. Is 
not this a fortunate piety? 

Aidealſo herunto Mertianw, a poore Peaſant, who now had his neck vnder 
theſword ofthe execurioner,fal(e! y accuſed ofa crime wherof he was inno- 
cent,& God taketh him by one hayre of the head,deliuereth him from shame 
andperril , maruelouſly gaiding him tothe gouerninent of a great Empyre, 
fucth him jnnunerable profperities, and indeed maketh him another Con- 
fate. Ought not impicry to burſt with rage, and confeſle that happyneſle, 
Featneſſe, benedidtions, and fauours of hcaucrare for picty? 

Here it may be you wil alſo haue ſome remembrance of che Courr of ſerod, 
Where you haue haue ſeen the poore Marizmne in vertue ſo il intreated, and 
Wl think that picty in this creature was vnfortunate, Bur if this thought 
Kcurte, would it not be condeimne al rhe Martyrs , and al the Saints , whoſe 
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lines notwithſtanding we ought to judge moſt happy,ſince that vanquiſkiy 
the petty misfortunes of the world ſhe hath fallen into the boſome of felj. 


City?Tel me,one houre of life in patience and tranquility of ſoule,which this 
k| 


good Queene had among ſo many ſtrange accidents, 1s it not more worth they 
the thirty ſeauen yeares of her busband, al clouded with crimes,diſturbicig 
and fury? Te! me,is it not ahappineflc andan incomparable glory , thatGo 
would partake in perſecutions withrthis good Princeſlc,ſufferinghimſelfe 

this ſelfe-ſame man to be purſued, who had been the hammer ot al her agj. 
'Eions ? Is it nothing todycinthe Amphitheater of patience, in the Thexy, 
of honour, by the ſame fyord , which was afterward vnsheathed againit leg 
Chriſt ? Is it nothing to oiue vpthc life of apiſmeer in exchange of aninung.. 
tal glory on carth,and a happy repoſe in heauen? . 
 Andifyou beſides deſire toſee her fortunate piety according to the worl; 
* js irnot ablow from heauen, ro ſay , that al the race of Herod 1fſued fromhj 
other wines, was vnlucky, miſerable, execrable, depriued of their tathe, iſ — 
Scepter,chaſed away, exiled,ſ{courged with whips tro heauen, and the Grany, 
chiliren of Mariamne, remained laſt in royalthrones? Tigranes her Grand-chill 
deſcended from Alexander, was King of Armenia, crowned by the hands oftiy 
Roman Emperours. Agrippa the Great iſſued from Ariſtobulus , who hauing ber 
fetterd with an iron chayne through the cruelty of Tyberius, was ſent backy 
his Kingdom by Caius Caſar,& honoured witha golden chayne of like waigh, 
with the ſame of iron wherewith he had been fettered. 


Agrifpathe youngeſt , vader whom 8. Paul pleaded his cauſe, was preſeruiiſ$,, » 
from the horrible ſacke of leruſalem, as Loth from the flames of Sodone, wi,. 
raigned in Tyberiade and Inliade euento decrepit age. ;, M 

Berenice grand-child of Mariamne , was extreamly courted by the Emperor 4 
Titus, entitled the worlds darling. Another called Drucilla was maricd toFu; 5, M 
Gouernour of Iudea, of who is ſpoken in the Aces, God likewiſe recompes hg, » 


Cing the vertue ofthe mother in the children by ſome teporal fauours:andl 
thoſe who diſpoſed themſclues to vertue were fortunate, to make it appear 
by evident teſtimonies, that vnhappyneſle ariſeth from nothing bur iniicy, 
Theſe two Courts,the hiſtories of which we haue heer repreſented, inn 
oPinio ſufficiently ſhew the vahappyneſle of impiery.& fortunate ſucceſſein 
the liues of great-ones, whethey are guided according tothe lawes of hea, M1, 0; 
If 1 hereatter ſhal continue this worke, I wil vnfold, according tothe fu. MW, 0þ 
ceſſion of Ages, theElogies of great wen, who in the practize of the worll iſ yiy, 
flouriſhed in al piety,to caſt cotuſion vpon the torcheads of ſuch, whobeingW, O44 
| heires of their bloud & fortunes,alicnare rheſelues ſo farre from their mer, W, 4 
Yet canot 1 abſolutely promiſe any thing. Firſt becauſe theexercize of preac-M;, 0þ 
ing & other miniſteries afford me litle leaſure to wrire:and although I migit Ms, Ob 
haue ſome tyme for this perpoſe,yet haue 1 ſome other labours vp6 theholyW;, Qþ, 
Scripture of alonger taske,which wouldrequire theirſeaſon. Secondly,1le 
many worthy men, who much more ably can performe it then my-ſcite: ny 
talentis ſmal, & my pen ſlow, it can haſten nothing, I muſt ponder my work 
beforel publiſh the, though very imperfte&, They cuer ſcem to me too ſoon: 
to take flight & light;I would as it were perpetually hold them by the wing, 
Briefly, it is no {mal labour to find ſo many Saints in Courts. You knowtiefſh, 5.6; 
Philoſopher , who ſearched for men with a candle a noone-tyde, & had muciF, c. &i 
adoe to find any : How much more difhcult think you is it to meet with ad ſp 
Saints, eſpecially inthe decrepitneſle of this Age, wherin theres litle vigoF c5,,, 
and many maladies?If you require books of me,I ſay giue meSaints,althougl c4,, 
verily I rather ſhouli endeagour to engraue ſanctity in my manners thay 5.9 - 
writings, The tyme wil come, when books ſhal be gnawne by moaths 0 10n0ran 
earth,and workes in heauen eſteemed. Se&. 
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RIGHI HONOVRABLE 
LADY, FRANCES 

COVNTESSE OF PORTLAND, 


and Baronfle Welton, 


IGHT HONOVRABLE, 


THE excellent endowments of jour ſoule; acknow- 


me to this dedication , as proper for your ſweet retirements, and 
conſonant to my intentions ,, which onely ayme in ſome meaſure to 
| expreſſe my humbleſt reſpefts ro your Honour. The matters heerin 
| handled are inſtruftions , apt to informe the mind by way of Maxi- 
mes , learned diſcourſes made familiar to leſſe able underſtandings, 
and choyce hiſtories exemplifying both , that ſo- al ſorts of Rea- 
aers , though of different capacity , and aſproportionable mgement , 
may find ſomewhat 10 entertaine their curioſity; My ſcope ( Excellent 
Lady) inthis tranſlation, ts through your Honours hand , and under 
ſo noble a Patronage to conuey the third Part of the Holy Court into 
Enplish light, which( as the firſt breathed azre wnder the benigne aſpett 
of her ſacred Maieſty) may alſo hope mn #41 latter piece with like bappt- 
mſſe to be crowned with your Honours cheerful acceptation. T he height 
of my ambition 15 by this poore way to ſerue you, ſince more ample de- 
niſtrations are wanting to my weake abilities ; as likewiſe not to doubt 
jour noble diſþoſetion wil be ſatisfycd with ſuch my hible acknowledge- 
ments. The aduancement of wvertue, aud depreſſion of vice 1s my Au- 


thour's ſcope throughout thewhole worke, which he elegantly purſues, &/ 
Ittoriouſly 


m 


viftoriouſly atchieutth. Triumphs of that kind beſt become his gras 
and ſeriouspen, whilſt my taske ut faithfully in our language to imi, 
his lining figures, though-m dead and diſcoloured formes , and conf; 
dently to vel your Honour , that I wil ener be : 


THE MOST OBSEQVIOVS SERVANT 


OF YOVR COMMAND S. 


T. H. 


THE RIGHT. 


HONOVRABLE . 


E D' W A R D 
: DSACKVILE,EARLE 
OF DORSE T, 
Baron of Buckhurſt , Lord (hamberlaine to 
the Qucenes Maieſty , 


Knight of the Noble Order of the Garter , and one 
__of his Maiefties moſt Honourable 


Priuy Councel. 


IGHT HONOVRABLE; 


ZT THE eminent and wel-deſerued place your 
7” A Il Honour holds in the Court of her Maieſty ( 70 
E; LE whoſe Gracious fauour the firſt Part of this my 
== Worke was heertofore humbly conſecrated ) em- 
boldens me in the aduenture of this preſent addreſſe to your 
Honour ; nor shal there , | hope ; any notable diſproportion ap- . 
prare to the eyes of the indicious , that 1 thus purpoſely ſelet# 
your Honour, to wayt 01 her Highneſfe in a printed Dedication, 
wo at Court in [o neer 4 degree daily attend on her Sacred Per- 
on, 
p The great and general applauſe with which France hath entertai- 
med the whole Worke in the original , gaue encouragement to my 


A 2 pen 


THE TRANSL. Ep. Ded. 
pen to continue that firſt labour in the tranſlation of this ſee 
prece, Heer may be ſeen the Court of agreat and glorious Pri 
ſtanding conſpicuous to al eyes, like a goodly fabrike rayſed on ſow, 
fundamental columnes ; two of which , the Souldier and the Stay, 
man , may not improperly ſecm to refleft on your Honour, 

The firſt , when in the faire occaſions of his M ateſtres fit zmplay 
ments , his iuſt reaſon shal at any tyme cal you forth into afly; 
The ſecond , in the preſent and frequent vſe he hath of your 
matured counſels : Both which , by maſculine courage and ſober y \ 
dome ( aptly perſonated in Conſtantine and Boetius ) are beer pr 
fented to the lyfe , as ſtrong patternes for imitation, 

It is your Honours patronage that thus brings them with the v 
into the fruition of English ayre , and me by this opportunity ny 
the grateful acknowledgment of many fauours receiued from yu 
Honour , which ſmce I cannot make knowne by more real demonſis 
tions , 1 offer this poore endeauour to ſupply the plentiful deſiras 
him, who reſolues to perſiſt, 


" The humble deuoted feruant 


of your Honour, 
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VVISDOME OE 
GOD INCARNATE: 


== Ternal WISDOME, Supreme IN TE L- 
AV JP LIGENCE,, behold me proftrate be- 
RW/1 forc the abyfle of your great and divine 
VIE lights , to offer vp the homage of my 
E perſon and book , acknowledging the 
X nothing both of the one and other ; and 

proteſting ro haue neither ſpirir nor pen 
which is not of You and for You , who are the ſource of 


oood thoughts , and accomplishment of al prayſe-worthy, 
diſcourſes. 
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Sy mpolius, 


DESIGNE AND ORDER 


OF I HIS BOOK, Gio 


2% | Bible, which sþal newer perish : The reſt beare ſome ſway,and haue ſan ne 


x 


TA E baue , to ſpeake properly, but two great Books , Heauen and th 


) L [3 laſting among men , yet in concluſion we find their ends; but the Tl BY 
AD Y Y/| part of thoſe which are written is theſe dayes , fal into the world g prod 
RJ V/A drops of rayne into the ſea, of which the Ocean netthcr feeleth th My 


A | approach not departure. 1 expoſed my firſt Tome of the Holy Cour wit 
amidſt ſuch a throng of Writers , asit were with this concert thinkm Wl 1 

I carryed a litle dew into 4 great riner , and that when 1 bad ſpoken ſome truths, ut 
were paſſing along,-I sbould in my birth bury my-ſelfe in the tomb of ſo many volumes ;whi ofou 
is excuſable by the law of neceſſity , and honourable for the multitude and quality of thik WM yi, 
which are there tobe found. ence 
Notwithſtanding I ſee that God , who guideth our lines and pennes , hath been pluſi WM  », 

this worke should gayne ſome eſtimation, and that as it hath exceeded the merits of us MM ,4; 
thour , ſo bathit ſurmounted his bope , expoſing it-ſelfe with ſome fruit and comſont,lya 
endeauour which 1 shal neuer thinke il employed. wil t 
This bath agayne put the pen into my band, to continue what 1 had begun, whereunt "ny 
ſuch Honourable per ſonages haue perſuaded me, with motiues ſo reaſonable, that bauing ſm ſer 
ability to vndertake a ſecond labour , I had likewiſe lefſe power to refuſe it, Th 
Such as complayne , my pen bath not ſoone enough ſatisfyed their deſires, muſt rememin, W jugy 

that though tardyneſſe be a mother ſome-what vnpleaſing , yet are not the children thereſt m) 0pi 
deformed. The production of good Books should not r:ſemble that of certaine birdes, wii, Wl ph , 
according to the ſaying of an Ancient, iſſue from their mothers before they are borne but WW hou 
muſt a long tyme ſorme and foment them in our minds , that they may appeare in pullite: W wr, 
ſor it is a very poore buſyneſſe F by precipitation to be able to hope no other thing, but cbrovg) Wl which 
haſt to fayle, that you may repent at leyſure, 1 rather feare therepproach of rasbneſſe tha Wl ,1yy, 
delay, becauſe in this mortal ſtate wherein we lie , al our perſetteſt ations are no other thu Wf cj, 


 groſſe eſſayes of per ſettion. ſehe g 


This m4) be ſpoken without extenuating the worth of ſome celeſtial wits, whomat W [. (© 
expedition and goodneſſe walk hand in hand it being abſurd , that thoſe who are muilenY 
immate them, should boaſt infirmities oppoſme to their abilities, For my part, I contenll Foy, 
ſelfe to affoard good iking and admiration to the works of others, reſeruing nought el bu they ve 
labour for myne owne, And although,notwithſtanding my endeouour, 1 newer find ſufficient WM P12rgy 
ſatisſattion in this Book ,topleaſe thoſe Readers whom 1 baus. found ſo propitious, et dout Fl 24 wh 
I not but | haue in ſome ſort anſwered their deſires. ſome p, 

For in this ſecond Volume 1 treat of the Courts of Conſtantine the Great , them Fn, 
Valentinians, Gratian, Theodoſius the Elder , Theodorike in Boetius his cauſe, pſe ti 
Clodoueus, Clotilda , Leuigildus, Hermingildus, end Indegondis, i ſuch ſon, of other 
that I baue ſelefted the principal ſanttities of great-qpes in the firſt ſix Ages of __ 
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THE DESIGNE 
which wil not be ſeightly valued by choſe, who better loue to finish a workg then ynboundedly 
tend 18. 
b Moreouer alſo to be better then my promiſe,in my {ſt Volume bauing taken the Court in 
neral,, | beer deſcend into pariiculars:and there beiag ſoure ſortes of per ſons which cempoſe 
the life of great-0nes, that is to ſay , the Prelare, the Soulater , the States-man,and the Court- 
Lady, | baue made 4 briefe Table of the conditions neceſſary in euery ſtate, couched in foure diſ. 
wes, purſued with as Many Books 0 f hiſtories, which conreyne excellent models of yertucs, 
proper to al orders and ſtates of lifz,un perſons moſt emment. 

| can aſſure my Reader, theſe Summaries of Precepts which I baue contraftedin ſo few 
words ( it being 1n my power 09 enlarge them indiuers Volumes) are not ynprofitable; and the 
hifories are ſo choſen,that beſides their maieſty, which ynfoldeth the goodlyeſt affanes and paſe 
ages of Empires 1 the beginning of their Ch1iſtianity, they haue alſo a certaine ſvee:neſſe , 
which ſolid ſprrits shal find as much to tranſcend fables and moderne eloquence , as the ſatisfa= 
fon of trurh ſurpaſſech the illuſtons of Sorcerers. 

Tow Shal perperually therein obſerue 4 large Theater 0 f chedinine prou:dence, wherein, 
Gad bumſelfe knowerh , 1 haue no other ayme,but todignify vertue and deprefſe vice, withour 
an reflettion vpon the per ſons of theſe times, no more then if | wrote m the Rargne Charle- 
maine 07 S.Lewis, I barti:y mtreat al thoſe ſpirits of application , who cannot bold their 
noſe outer 4 prece of worke , vulcſſe they find ut 10 ſute with their owne fantaſies , im gming 
that al lxterature is the eccho of their owne thoughts , that if they haue any Cumment.rty is 
oduce , they wou'd rather make gloſſes vpon their owne dreames , then my Books. We are 
notasjer, God be thanked , in ſo miſerable an Age that we dare not offer ſacrifice to ruth 
without 4 di{gus{e , ſince ut 15 the glory of great-ones , openly to wage warre agaiiiſt vices , as 
ther greateft enemies, 

For to ſpeak.e trucly , after 1 had preſented my firſt Tome at the feet of the ſacred perſon 
of eur great King , 1 uk ewiſe confideredin bis Court rich and reſplendent lights , in al orders, 
which m:gh: ſerue 45 models for my Treatiſes : but to auoyd affectation of al vorldly compla- 
cence, | baue purpoſely declined it ; my nature aud habit haumy already ſo alienated me from 
al wordly pretences, that it would proue pane ſul ro me to court any man,tf he bad not Heauen 
and the ſtaares to grue me for reward, 

For ſo much as concerneth the forme of writing obſerued by me in this ſecond Volume, L 
wil truly conſeſſe to my Reader, that | haxe therem proceeded rather guided by my proper Ge+ 
nius, then art or cunning. And though | heertofore haue been curious enough to read and 
therue al what euer Greek, or Roman eloquence hath produced of worth , yer I confeſſe there 
Þ4certaine ray of God, which encountring with our ſpirit , &+ mixing with nature , is more 
known then al precepts; and 1 may affirme this for the inſtruditon of youth, which bath asked 
m1) opinion concerning the qualityes and conditions of ſile. True it is, haue bandled many 
bwks,written in al ages,and baue found the wiſeſt of them to be eleuated in couceits & words 
ene the ordinary ſtrane, but alwayes free ſrom affettation. Others a'e ſo paſſionately ena- 
mored of certaine petty courtships of language ( wiich are capital enemies of perſuaſion, and 
Which we maſt eſpecially ought to auoid mn diſcour (es of piety, the nerues wherof they weaken, 
ou blemish the luſtre , ſince euen thoſe who ſpeake to vs out of Chayres , by word,or writing, 
atbough in termes diſcreetly modeſt, mak the leſſe impreſſtons on our harts)and many tymes ſo 
ſhe after their owne reputations, as they forget how much they are engaged to truth. We 

ſe ſome, who throu gh ouer-much wit , ſearch out ſtrange wayes, conceptions arfferens from 
(mmon vnderſt anding, words extrauagant , and tn al other things ſo vehemently adore their 
ne imaginations, that they cannot endure an) but themſelues m paper (which is the cauſe 


they very ſeldom meet with the habit of humane pnderflanding , as being true Cittyzens of 


Plato's Comon-wealth) of ability to controle al,and to doe nothing. Some glory in barrenneſſe, 
«rd would willingly be diſpleaſed with God, that be hath more plentifully ſowen (tarres in 
me parts of the heauens then in others : They can brooke nothing that is generous, without 


ſuwlag at it and taxing it, ſuppoſing beauties & ſplendours are defeits , becauſe they ſur= 


paſe their capacities. Finally , there are ſome , who ſo furms\ themſelues with the worth 


of others ceaſcleſſe allegations , that they frame diſcourſes like to thoſe Helena $41 of _ 
WoHere 


THE DESFTGNE. 


where we can behold nothing but drapery ; not being able to diſtinguish the hand frm, 


foot , nor the eye from the face. 1 enter not into the conſideration of our times , hays 
learned rather to reg the workes of the meaneft Writers then cenſure them. pu; , 
ſpeake ſincerely , 1 neuer thought it fit to aduiſe or purſue ſuch courſes : And as in thy 
Worke I bane net wholy declined learning nor oraament of language , which 1 ſuppiſe 
apt for the purpoſe , endeauouring many times to enchaſe them with ſeemely accommudaty, 
ſo haue I been ynwilling to replenish my leaues with Authours and forraine tongues thy 
being vndertaken rather to perſuade rerrue among men eminent,thes tofil the common Place 
of yong Students. 

1 likewiſe banc ſo entermingled my ſtyle , that not deſcending into a petty language 1 
complement , which bad been below my ſubie&, I thought 50 make it imtelligible , yea eu 
ynto theſe who make no proſeſiion of arts or ſtudy. My only ayme is to ſpeake , and ty, 
vnderſtoed , per (waded thereunto by the ſaying of Philo , that ſpeach and thought g, 
zwo ſiſters , the yongeſt wherof is created that the eldeſt may be knowne. 1 baue nu, 
Liboured vpon the weight of ſentences then ornament of words , net af al pretending tat), 
honour of earthly gennes,which we daily behold to grow in ſo many Authours of this age yh, 
would be much more abſolute , did they apply themſelues to grauer ſubi-@s , andin ſome ſq, 
imitate tie ſunne,who afſoarding admiranon to the world, hath none himſelfe. 

Notwirhſtanding ut often bappencth, net with the moſt eminent Writers, who ordineiy 
are endowed with much modeſty , but certaine extremely profane Wits , to idolatrne tin 
opyne inuenttons, to condemne al treatiſes of worth and valew , that it is impoſſible 
eloquent in our language , but in the expreſſion of vanities and impurities. Trily if quſin 
were made to iudge of French elequence , the richzs of Babylon are not ſo exquiſite, 
be compared with the beautics of Son, , 

Whalſt there are letters and men , there shal eur be praiſe for the excellent books, wii 
come from the pennes of ſo many worthy Prelats and other perſons of quality , yea eum ſun 
the Laity , who hauc exerciſed their ſtile vpon arguments, chaſt , honourabls , andnt; 
worthy of al recommendation, 1 ſpeaks this as it were by the way , bauing at this tmey 
purpoſe to enlarge vpon recital of an ivfinit number of able meny who fland ready with pas 
hand ; nor likewiſe to commend thoſe of my habit, who haue expoſed their excellent labour 1 
publike view, and which 1 know might be wel wayted on by a large number of chojce wii 
of the ſame Society. 

But for as much as concerneth my ſelſe , 1 haue already diſcharged my promiſe, ai 
doubt nor, bur that im theſe fours models, 1 hane ſufficiently comprized the whole ſcope 0m 
deſigne. For the reft , I thinke the bookes of dewotion that are published , ought to bt at 
and extraordinarily wel digeſted , becauſe ſuch is the quantity of them , that the numbr i 
Authours wil quickly excecd the proportien of Readers, Diſtaſt is & worme, which flckan 


| on the moſt reſplendent beauties ; and although a thing may be excellent , we muſt 


Pauſan, in Arca- 
dicis, 


there fore glut any man with ſuperfluity ,leaſt good offices turne into contempt , and chart) 
make tt-ſelfe tireſome. Tet ſoit is, that we muſt confeſſe, pieces wel ſeleticd and cuaio! 
handled , can ncaer ſo ſuperabound in number as to offend thoſe who cas diſtinguut o 
merit, 

For if it be true, as 1 hawe beard , that there are many good and learned Religions 
of diuers Ordeys, who prepars themſelues to wriss vpon this ſame ſubiett , 1 am v#) $6, 
and proteſt it Shal be acceptable tome, becauſe {a they may perſet what] baue begun, wit 
more profit then my ſelfe. Note heer the cauſe , why I ftay my pen, and if there be ougit 
good in this Volume, 11ocke vpon it as that mirrour , which was fixed on the wal 0 ih 
Arcadian Temple, where thoſe who beheld themſclues , ſaw mſtead of their faces, the 
preſentation of the Diuinity they adored, Soin althis which heer may profit m) Reader,! 
ſee nothing 0} myne owne, but in it acknowledge the Father of light , who :s the ſource # 
endof al which is in ws eftcemed laudable, and whow 1 bumbly beſeech , if there be ai tivſ 
attrattize in this diſcourſe , be would be pleaſed to draw it vpward, as 'the adamant, 1; 
porting ſuch as sþal readit to the loue of their Creatour , to when: is due the tnibures'® 
honours ,as to him who is the beginning of al perſeti;ons,This is the onely cofort of 01 aye 
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THE DESIGNE. 


ror not to diſſemble 4 truth, be that more regardeth to write then toliue , courting his pen 
nd neglefing his owne conſcience,shal alwayes baue trouble enough to defend bimſelfe from 
murbes,14r1e5,900 obliuion. And though he should be laden with the applauſes of rhe whole 
world , 114 paſs1onare life,it were but to gayne a ſilly ſacrifice of ſmoke without bim, to bar- 
bour fier 410 rempeſts within his owne houſe. 


Centrum terry ve- 


| butt TI% , lidius accndu..r,e 
Itis ſay, the ſtarres by contribution of their rayes ſtrengthen the aftiuity of bel fire;and any a , - 
1414) ſay , al the lights of vnderſtandmng and reputation , wil ſerue but to encreaſe the tor- __\\,. 


ments of 4 Teprovatre ſoule, who sbuts his eyes againſt God, not to open them ro ater ob1e@t Vienna ex Ptolo- 


then yan) mzi Almagetto. 
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NOBI1IL 
DEDICA 
TO THE CHV 


TAS, 


The benefits you haue receaued from God, and 
F examples the Weale-publike expectcth from you, 

"7 z are ſo cſlential obligations of duty ,that when we 
YE. ſpcake of the picty of Great-ones , you inſtantly are 

5 Ay {cleced out to hold the firſt ranke therin ,and ro be 
* the cauſe that vertues , which eucr are yoluntary, 
may turne as it Were into title of neceſſity. For to ioyne the Clergy to 
Nobility , is to connect rwo things together, Which are both in Nature 
andthe Ghoſpel very eminenr.It is to proteſle ones ſelte an honeſt man 
bybirthand dignity ,to ſtand ona pinacle & ſerucasatorch,tochange 
your word into law,and lyte into example. 

The Bishops of al Ages haue been eſteemed amongſt men,as rhe ſtar- 
rsinthe firmanent, wherof the Prophet Daniel ſpeaketh as the Sena- Daniel. 12.3; 
tours of Heauen , the Farhers of the Common-wealth,, the Interpreters _ 
of God, the Mediatours of the mariage contracted between the Lamb De tcclefiattica 
ad the heauenly Ieruſalem. | Hicrarchia, 

This is the cauſe why we euer thinke it is to deſire a good Worke, to 
&lrea Bishoprike , raking the words of the Apoſtle in a ſenſe, which 
fattereth ſenſuality,informeth not the coſcience; burnow that the paſs 
age to Offices and ſecular dignities is cloſed vp from many with barres 
*goldand filuer, whom birth ſeemerh to inuite therunto, they hope ro 
ſpayre themſclues on the ſpoyles of the Church,where ſuchas proceed 
by ſenſual and worldl wayecs , oftcntymes find poyſon and death hid- 
& vnder a ſeeming {weetnelle. 

for, Syrs, we mult rel you, your dignities, how eminent ſocuer they 
dere like the rooffe of the Temple in leruſalem, Which had flowers amog Villatpandus 
pllded prickles; in my opinion to teach Bishops, that Myters bordered « are _ 
With gold, & dinerſified with ſtones, hane notwithſtanding rheir points bello Lodaicobilh 
and prickings, | 6. C6. 

ad We as many eyes apen towards heauen , as heauen openeth to 

bchold 
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behold heerbglow the moſt ſecret atios of men, we should be ſtrucky 
With horrour to ſee an Eccleſiaſtical dignity fal to the lor of a depravy 


ſoule, which changeth al the abilities therof ro incentiues for ſinne, ay 
to make of his proper honours the true ſnares of his ſoule, 

Bur it is a common difaſter,that the ſmoke, which in the book of 
drineth away the Diuels,doth heer dayly ſurprize men. We ſtick on ap 


parences, and if we retaine ſome Maximes of verity , we vſe them yl 


letters written with tfic iuyce of a lemon , which can hardly be readhy 
by the help of fire. 
Hermannus Hugo SO thar when the day of Iudgemenr Shal manifeſt it-ſelfe by fire,ay 
deprima ſcribedi that at the departure of the ſoule flames shal be preſented tocnlightenj 
a: euen to the bottome of the coſcience,then shal it be when al the knoy. 
ledge of vertue, which we heer on earth retaine ſo poore and Janguig 
ing,shal appeare with enflamed characters for our condemnation, 

[tis an admirable thing , which the good Cardinal Hego, Who floyi, 
shed about foure hundred yeares agoc,as he lay on his death-bed, whey 
with much aduantage the vanities of the worldare diſcoucred,& whey 

erhaps ſome too indiſcretly flattered him vpon the {ſplendour of h; 
The life of Hugo. digniry,ſpake inthe voyce of an Oracle : Take away theſe vanities, for 1 proteff 
' it were $0 doe againe , 1 bad rather dye in 4 Monaſtery covered with leaprouſy , then with i 
ſcarlet robe of a Cardinal, | 
*& Yertnotwithſtanding this man had been fo litle idle , that beſides tle 
Concordances of the Bible which he compoſed, and the Comments 
he made ypon the whole Corps of holy Scriprure,he ſo couragiouſlyen. 
ployed himſelte in the nec of good Works, that being drawne outd 
the excellent Order of s.Dominike, he retained al his former vertues,whid 
found no change in him,but that they added to their natiue beautytt 
luſtreof authority. 
I ſpeake this, not to informe Prelates,from whom I should receiueit 
ſtruction, but to repreſent to ſo many of the yong Nobility ,as we nol 
dayly behold aduanced to Eccleſiaſtical charges,the peril there isin Bit 
lacies, which are not guided by the gaths ofa good conſcience, 
9m It is 4 monftrous thing ( ſayd holy S. Bernard) ro bold the higheſt place, and hawik 
+4; heath loweſt courage; the firſt Chayre,and the laſt life ; 4 tongue magnificent , and a hand ſlowſh, 
much noyſe about you, and litle fruit ; the countenance graue, and actions gh; great auls 
rity, and no more conſtancy then a weather-cock. It were a better ſight io behold an apt# 

tbe houſe top, and ſmoke in 4candleſticke,then a man digni ſyed without merit. 
On the contrary part , when ſcience & vertue agree with Nobiliyt 
make vp a good Church-man, itis ſo glorious a ſpectacle, that it maybe 
ſayd, Godto produce it on earth hathraken a patterne from himlclte i 
Heauen. I wish no more faithful witneſles,;then this Prelar which 1s 
preſent vnto you in this firſt Treatiſe, after I haue madeabricfc Sul 
mary of precepts,Which I haue purpoſely comprized in very tew pag5 
to render them the readier for the vnderſtanding; wel knowing ther 
are ſtore of books largely enough dilating on this ſubiect, the lengrhe 

Which I hauc auoided to attend the matter, 

I wish it may hauean effect in your harts worthy of your couragez 
honouring yous dignity for vertue, yertue may cnoble you with rirles0 


true glory, rH 
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SECTION. L 


That it is conuenient the Nobility should 
gouerne the Church, 


BE GIN by the Altar to meaſure the Temple of the Holy Arernuas ures 
Courr, and ſer a Prelat before your eyes, who bare Nobility _—_— 7 
intothe houſe of Gad , and there furniſhed himſelfe with al Apud Marchiandi 
the vertues , which made him ſpeake like an Oracle, and liue Vienna,q"i liber 
S asatrue image of the Diuinity. The Platoniſts ſay, the whole impreſſus anno. 
order of the world dependeth on Intelligences, which beare '#%*: 
ſway in the motion of the firſt Heauen; and we in imitation of them may ſay, 
althe good of Chriſtendome proceeds from the examples of Eccleſiaſtical 
Men,to whom the Sonne of God hath coſigned his authority ontheir browes, 
his word intheir mouths , his bloud and Church into their hands, For if bees, 
cle x wyencred of the body of a bul, carry intheirentrailesthe very forme of that 
wo ul from whence they are deriued ; by amuch more 1uſt title the people wil 
deare the markes of thoſe, whom God hath giuen them for Docours and Fa- 
e Sul thers , whether it be by correſpondence of nature, through cultome , or by 
pag6ſſ imitation, which cuer hold a very great predominance ouer ſpirits diſpoſed 
g thet toreceiue their impreſſions, Behold the cauſe why a Prelat , who liueth 
ghd conforme to his profeſſion , imprinteth the ſeale of rhe Sonne of God on al 
thoſe ſoules he gouerneth , and produceth himſelfe in as many obieds as 
ey 7 imitatours of his vertues. As on the contrary part, he who liueth 
lex 1ingreat Nobility and dignity , is a Seraphin in apparence , but a Sera- 
Phin withour cyes, without hart , without hands , which hath wings of a 
pI oz 


Vlyſſes Aldobrans 
de apibus., 
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profanc fire , able to burne the Propitiatory, it God affoard not his belpine 
hand. 

"And foras much as weat this day ſce the Nobility aſpire to Eccleſiafticy 

charges, & many fathers to diſpoſe their children thereunto, ſometimes yy 
more feruovr then conſideration, it hath cauſed me to vncertake this Tregjg 
for the Nobility which devicate themſclues tothe Church,as wel to ſhewy, 
purity of intention they ought to exerciſe therein, as to giuexhem a faire gj 
couery of the goo4ly & glorious actions they ought to purſue inthe pragiy 
therot, Theer wil firſt offer youa ſimple draught, which 1 afterward intengyy 
adorne with the greatneſſe of $. Ambroſe,as with more liuely colours, 

Plato rejoyced to behold Princes & Gouernours of Common-wealthgy 
become Philoſophers,and we haue cauſe to praiſe God, when welce the chj, 
dren of Noble houſes to diſpoſe themſclues to Prieſthood , not by oblikeyy 
ſiniſter wayes, but with althe conditions which their bloud requireth, and, 
cred dignity exacteth inſo noble aſubiect, 

Why ſbould we deny them Myrers, Croficrs, and eminency in the Church 
So farre istheir birth from miniſtring any occaſion of the contrary, tharity, 
ther affoardeth them fauour borh to vndertake ſuch charges with couragey 

- diſcharge their conſcience with alfidelity, 

The reaſons heerof are euident.For firſt we muſt auerre, that by how mug 
the more honourablethe charges are, fo muchthe rather are they properfy 
ſuch as make proteſſion of honuur ; prouided alwayes on the other ſide \they 
haue qualities ſuteable to thoſe miniſteries they pretend to exerciſe, Ay 
are there any in the world more ambitious of honour then Noble mey 
Oſtentation 1s the laſt ſhirt they put off , and where can yon tind a more ſol 
and eminent honour, then that which is deriued fromthe lawful adminiſty 
tion of Ecclchaſtical fun&ions? 

Arift.l i. Ariſtotle ſayth , Truths which tranſmit themſelues through the common ſenſe ofeur 

Tg _ man, get into credit as it were by the decree of nature. Now ſuch hath been the cſteene 

EY oy of al Nations, that Kingdomes and Common-wealths being eſtabliſhed Vpon 

cratis,tribuit etia Religion and temporal iuriſdiction, as ontwo columnes, Religion ſo mu 

Socrari. the more excelleth politike goucrnement,as things diuine tranſcendentlyſy. 

Strabo Geograph. mount humane. And for this cauſe, fauours,priuiledges, and preheminencs, 

__ LY hane cuer been giuentoPrieſts in the greateſt and molt Rouriſhing Mona: 

—” + © 34* chies and Common-wealths of the world , as we may ſce in Hiſtories, andin 

Euſeb. in Chron, The policy of the Agyptians, Aſſyrians, Chaldeans, Medes, Perſians, Grecians , Rims, 

Agathias hiltor, 1, Gaules, and other Nations. 

2. Cc The honour of Prieſthood gained ſo much on the harts of al people, the 
the Monarchs ofthe earth ſeemed not to rule but withone arme, if they mat 
notinone and the ſame perſon the alliance of Prieſthood and Royalty: ſoths 
oftentimes they ſhewed themſclues as depraued in their proceedings, i 
greedy in matter of honour, | 

The Roman Emperours, who ſtretched their authority as farre as the point 
of their launce could be extended , and who needs would be Commandersd 
armes , to become thereby Maiſters of lawes, failed not to toyne the Mytet 
with the Diademe,and as ſoone to make themſclues great Prelats as great En- 
perours : thinking by this meanes to haue the more power ouer thc harts0: 
the people, and the leſſe oppoſition for reſiſtance, when they had deprefſedris 
forces, which might giue ſome remarkeable counterpoize to their grearneſk, 

Baron adjannum Ang jt is an admirable thing, thatthe firſt Chriſtian Emperours, as Conſtant 

Chriſti 485. and his children, ſtil reteined the titles of the great Pontifices of Genriliſo, 

num. 6. . ; p . I - * dioni 1d beholl 

Gratianus primus no- 2S 2 MaxIMe of ſtate , leſt forgoing this tantaſy of dignity,they ſhou 

men Pontijicis reſ- Themſclucs bereaued of ſome 1iewe] of their Crownes, 

pre, This is to authorize my propoſition, which ſayth true honour belongethto 


Ecclcliaſtical charges, when they are wel adminiitred; fince the — 
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theworld , from the very abuſe of theſe dignities hauederiued glory: butto 


gefire them for honour , is to diſhonour the dignity by the vaworthinefle of 


our deſire. So many 1 xions now adaies caſt rhemſelues athwart the ſinoke to 
court a cloud , that there is almoſt no loue left , but for falſe Deities. Thar 
which makerh Eccleſiaſticalmen honourable, is, wel to vic their titles, & em- 
belliſh cheir charges with the ornament of their liues.Otherwile althis petty 
gaudery , which we ſee ſparkling round about them, is very litle, Itisnotthe 
Myrer which maketh the Biſhop, butro beeſteemed worthy of the Myter by 
tranſcendency in vertue,isto be more thena Biſhop without merir. 

Sometimes we beholding the Meteors of the ayre imagine to ſee crownes 
about the ſunne and ſtarres , whichreally arenothing but vapours, compoſed 
ot groſſe ayre , which illuſion coloureth, our imagination figureth, and the 
wind ſcattereth, This isto make fooles belieue there are crownes encompal- 
ing this mighty ſtarre. Theſunneis adorned ſuſhcierly with his properrayes; 
fould he borow his brightneſle fromthe vapours of the earth, he would no 
longer be the ſunne: Euen ſo is it, when with a terreſtrial and impure eye we 
conſider ſome exteriour markes of Eccleſigſtical dignity ; we rhinke ſuch 
things make Prelats, and we therein are decciued, tor they are vapours of the 
earth, which che wind ſooner orlater wil diſſipate. Hethat wil be truly ref: 

lendent, muſt within himſelte beare the ſource of his owne light, 

Heerin conſiſteth the molt excellent foxme of honour, when a Prelat allieth 
ſincerity of life to the dignity of his place, and that toſerue as an example for 
al noble ſpirits , who make elc&ion to be of the Church , he aduanceth his 
extraction by the luſtre of vertues, which are as rayes refleging from the 
divine greatneſſe, | 

Ifay for a ſecond reaſon, that when Noblemen hold Eccleſiaſtical offices, & 
thereinemploy their whole extent of duty, we may hope trotheir miniſteries, 
not only more radiance.but ſuccour alſo,as from ſuch as command with grea- 
ter authority, & make themſeclues to be obeyed with more aduantage, 

-It is vndoubtedly true, that God ſufhciently maketh it appeare he hath no 
need of men , when purpoſing to ſtretch out his arme to ſome extraordinary 
2Kions, he oftentimes extracteth creatures from dregs and duſt, roſet them in 


thrones, & eſtabliſh them with ſuch authocity , that he cauſcth the powers of 


theearth tro bow vnder their commands, who beare the decrees of Heauen; 
which hath been ſeen in the infancy of the Church, & in the ſequele thereof, 


Superiore non habent 
coronas,quta ne Vens 
fos quidem, 

Sencc, natural q 1, 
I.Cc, 


throughal Ages: Yet muſt we ſay,that as our Sautour, although he had a ſciece $, Thom, z, _ 
ncreate as God , a ſciece infuſed as a Prophet, a ſciece of beatirude,as he who q. zo. 


was poſſeſſour therof fromthe firſt moment of his life ; notwithſtanding to 
xcommodate himſclfeto the lawes of that nature which he had afſumed,ſpa= 
rednot to worke by humane ſcience, which Diuines cal experimental ; ſo in 
the gouernement of the Church , though he ſometimes operate without any 
regard had to dependence onthe ordinary courſe which himſelfe hath eſta. 
liſhed, as when he tooke ſimple fiſher-men to make them Maiſters ouer the 
Sages,and inſtrucours of Monarchs, yet at other timesproceeding ina com- 
mon ſtraine, & more vſual to nature, he choſe men of note & authority,toem- 
ploy them in the large confines of his Empyre and juriſdiction, * 

Sodrew he Moyſes from Pharao's Court,to make him the God of Pharao: ſo for 


Princes among the Gentiles, which he ment to enrole vnder his ſtandard, he 


ele&ed Kings & Sages : ſo after he had conſtituted his Church vnder the go- 
uernement of a poore fiſher-man of Gal:ly , he tooke one derived tro the bloud 
ofEmperours, who he made his Succeſſour,to wit , S. Clement : ſo he cauſed in 

ers occaſions Ambroſes,Gregories , Leoes, Calixruses, to ariſe, & ſomany others 
of moſt honourable extractio,that they might beare Nobility asadowry into 


the boſome of the Church,whichthey had ſo happily goucrned, 


This Nobility was to their dignity as a gilded caſc to a rich tablet, as gold 
B 3 to the 
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to the diatnond , beauty of body tothe ſoule , habiliaments to the grace ang 
garbe of body. They had more luſtre, more ſplendour, more reſolution; & th, 
ſubie&s , who have notalwayes intentions ſo pure in rendring honour toFe. 
cleſiaſtikes,as not to regard the exteriour ornament of their qualities & cap, 
ditions, became more obſequious to their commands , hautng not boldneſ 
enough to contradid& euen thoſe, who by right of their birth had as ſoonetq, 
tredinto Empire as lite. ; 

How many times had ſecular powers been ſeentranſgreſle their limits tg 
vſvrp on the Church , and what diſorder had we beheld to ariſe from the Pro. 
ſecution of this confuſion, hadnot the hand of God raiſed Ecclefiaſtikegg 
noble houſes, of great authority,of much courage,to ſuſteine the ſhock tore 
the hands of the factious , and puniſh the boldneſle of the moſt daring , tocy 
back (as lob ſaith) the prey our of the tceth of iniquity , & make a Diademey 
himſelte wholy compoſed of ations of iuſtice, magnanimity,religion,inthi 
manner more reſplendent,then it he had poſſeſledalthe pearles of the Orient 

What a faire field of batte), what goodly palmes, what bright glory hath; 
noble ſoulc, to make it-ſelfe a brazen wal for the detence of rhe Church, an 

Ifay. 22, obtcine of God the blefling pronounced by the Prophet 1ſay, in fauour ofth 
Figa iilum paxill: HjghPrieft Eliachim? Whar a glorious honour is it,to be ſetinaplace of truſt 
in toco fide'® , © *® to be planted by the had of God,to ſcruc as a prop for the houſe of Godytoby 
ſoltum gore omn! the ſeat of glory for the Lord of Heſtes, to carry the moueables, riches, a 
pairis ſui, & ſuſpen 5 6 , 
dent ſuper eum omnz greatneſle of the Church on his ſhoulders? | 
gloriam doraus pa- Finally for a third reaſon, to conduGt the Nobility to Eccleſiaſtical digni, 
846 01805. ties, is to bring it intoirs houſe. Althings willingly returne to their ſource, 
The waters ceaſe notto glide along , to render themſclues to the Ocean. The 
rayes of the ſunnetouch the earth, not forſaking their ſtarre; the branches 
the tree offer the homage of their verdure, leaues, and fruit, tothe root;he 
goeth wel, that haſkneth to his beginning. 

Now ſo itis, that the greateſt part of Church endow ments came from th 
Nobility,who then deſpoiled themlſeclues to couer the Altars , and now many 
vnueile the Altars to cloath themſclues, If you ( o Noblemen)defire toenio 
the patrimony which your Anceſtours haue lettro the Church, you oughtnc 
to ſeeke it by vnlawful, miſchicuous, & tyrannical wayes,but by meanespro. 

Fzech. 17. - portionable ro the intentions of thoſe, who layd thoſe rich foundarions, And 
Quercus Baſan 4 zyhat intentions had they , but to cutrhetrees of Baſan to make oares for the 
= = Faw =S | veſſel of S. Peter , butto lay rheir wealth atthe feet of God, who accordingts 

1; theProphet made himſelfe a foot-ſtep of Saphirs, to ſerue as a ladder for glv- 


Feclefig appliciti, ; 
Hicron. ſuper Ty; buttoentertaine on earth an image of the Heauenly Ieruſalem , to grantto 


Ezech, , the Church men of ſcience and conſcience,men of courage & fidelity, forthe 
\ ornament, ſupport, and maintenancetherof ? 


1f you approach thither, with ſuch an intention ,I am of opinion the gates 
ought to be opened vnto you,and that you ſhould enter into your ſeltctogo- 
uerne the houſe of leſus Chriſt, and not deſtroy it. We haue,thankes be giuento 
God,a greatKing.alwhoſe inclinatios diſpoſe him to goodneſle, as lines tothe 
center:as much loue as he hath for iuſtice,ſo much zeale hath he for the glory 
of Altars. A's God is pleaſed to ſow the ſtarres on the azure of the firmament, 
ſo hath he aſenſible delight to furniſh the Church with good Prelats , becauk 
they are the [tarres ot the earth, Merit vnder him 1s in pofeſſio of good hopes, 
& hope is not farre diſtant to be conſummatein fruition. He is pleaſedtogr- 
rify the Nobility with the goods ofthe Church, but he wil his intention beſe- 
conded by the merir of thoſethart ſhal inioy them. Take the wayes of wiſdome 
& vertue toenter into your inheritance, whicheuer arethe moſt aſſured & the 
moſt honourable. The time hath been when one mnſt as it were haye cone 
cuil toreceiue good; if now good be offered to thoſe who doe it, who would 


willingly be vicious, and ſow crimes to reap miſcries? 
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SECTION. IL 


That the Nobility should not aſpire to Eccleſiaſtical 
offices but by lawful WAYES, 


JJ made of wood and ſtone, ſubſiſting by the prerogatiue of an- 
IN tiquity, whichage and time gaue them; the other much more 
3 lately formed, were of gold and filuer , reſſenting the profuſe 
| prodigality of the later Ages. This cauſed a diuorce inthe 
Temples:the Gods of earth were {il willing to hold their rankes,ſhewing be= 
des the antiquity of their original, that they were framed by the confident 
hands of admirable worke-men,and had lineaments excellently poliſhed. The 
Gods of gold and filuer , dignified by the riches of the ſtuffe of which they 
were compoſed, ſpake proudly, & needs would haue priority, ſince the metal 
wherof they were made, tranſcended much intheeſtimarion of men. The 
matter was put into deliberation inthe great Parlament of olympw, and the 
golden Gods caried it, not by merit, but by authority of their riches, 

Shouls this ſcoffing Spirit be raiſed againe in theſe our dayes, to make a Sa- 
treon the miners of theſe times,l.e could nor be better fitted, Forto ſpeake, 
not vniuerſally of al Eccleſiaſtical Nobles, fince thanks be to God there are 
many,who moſt happily haue linkedro Nobility al the other qualities requis 
ſttotheir condition z but conſidering in groffe the diſorder and corruprion, 
wemay wel ſay the Gods of gold at this day hauethe vpper hand, We heerto. 
fore ſaw diuers ſpiritual men, extracted from low condition, who arriued to 
dignities by the degrees of labour, integrity, knowledge,and were finally cro. 
zierdand mytred by the ſtrength of much merit. Theſe men appeared inthe 
Church of God, as thoſe ancier Statues made by the hand of Polileres, Phidias, 8& 
Sfppu;there wasnota lineament in them whichſpake nor. But when gold & 
filuerbegan to ſway more then euer, the rich allured with the wealth of the 
Churck,brake a way through by the help of contentions , authority, & com- 
mad, which filuer gaue them ouer the courſes of humane things;they,maugre 
Induſtry and vertue , haue made golden Gods, which baniſh as it were al the 
Gods of the earth, notwithſtanding the excellet formes, & al the guitrs of na- 
ture & gracethey could poſſibly acquire.It ſcemeth for theſe men the Church 
54this day become a great oake ouerturned, where men haſtily on euery ſide 
runne for prey; there is not a hand {o litle , that wilnot become outragious to 
beare away ſome ſpoile therof, 

But you Noble & generous ſpirits, who in your minorities dedicate your 
ſeluesro the miniſteries of theChurch, behold the firſt ſtep you mult tread.Be 
Greful heerin,as your liues and ſaluarion are deare vnto you; ayme wel your 
arriere, enter by the gate of honour, to free your ſelfe frothe diſturbances of 
life& troubles of death. Be yee aſſured it is the abhominaris ofthe deſolatig 


foretold by the Prophet Danicl,the gal of bitternes , & perplexity of finne , de= Haniel. 9.277 
clared by the ApoltleS.Pecter,to enter into an Eccleſiaſtical beneticeby vnlaw- AR. 8. 21. 


ful & ſtrained wayes,withour vocation. T he reaſons heerof are caident. 
Firſt, the Saints haue called this vice the iniquity of Libanus, alluding to 


theſe words, of the Prophet Habacuc: The Iniquity of Libanus shal couer thee: where Habac. 12. 
iniquites Libanj 
ce, 


the text ſpake tothoſe, who deſpoiled the hol y Land, becauſe the mount Libas 
aus 1S a holy hil of Paleſtine , al coucred ouer with faire Cedars, miich fenow- 
B 3 med 


ROPHANE Lncianſpake truerthen he thought , when he Tucian. in foue 
teygned Gentiliſme was filled with Gods, wherof ſome were Tragedo, 


6 THE HOLY COVRT. Part.:; 
med in the Scripture; from whence it commeth it myſtically ſignificth the 


: . l Re N X p2 
Church : andthoſeare truly couered with the iniquity of Libanus , whaſy. re} 
charge themſclues with the weight of inexorable iuſtice , tor attempting 
the higheſt pieces of the patrimony of God, which are the offerings of te the 
faithtul , lett for the maintenance of Eccleſtaſtical itate. hit 


This iniquity of Libanus 15 the ſinne of Zeb, Zebews , and Salman, who x; 

branded with perpetual infamy tor plotting againſt the Tabernacle of Got. all 

The Prophet ſaid , that encouraging one another they caſt out theſe incony, aff 

PCal. 84. 12. derate words : Let vs goe and puſſeſſe the Santtuary of God, as our proper iberitance, An; 
Hercdicate poſidea- what,1 pray,doe ſuch like now adayes? Hold they not the goods of the Church 
= Sanctuarium 1 one would a Tenement, to paſle it from hand ro hand , trom nephew tore. 
” phew? Although they oftentimes in their coſcience iudge them moſt vacapy.  ©# 
ble, yet needs mult they take good heed how they forgoe any thing: thecha,. 

res mult be filled with honour, with fleſh, and hay,and rather wil they ſct ſhg. 

dowes ona pinacle,thenreder to God what 1sdew to him. And what wil hay. W ,F, 

pen to theſe Salmanaes or Salmoneans ? euen that which the ſame King & Prophe: i (fc; 

Pone i'los vt rotam, Taid:They 5hal turne about as the wheele of tbe potter , inceflantly wandring trompy. Can 
| ole to purpoſe, from ambirionto ambirion,trom bargaine to bargaine, inz 
Confringerotam thouſand enbroilemers of ſpirir,til death come, who shal bruize them (as (aiththe 
—_—_ _ Wiſeman) on the ceſterne,and shal ſcatter them for ever fromthe ſace o f God. ; Jivi: 
7 Itis no {mal matter to inuade the treaſure of Kings , fince it 1s the bloude! WM gy; 

the people,the ſinew of warre, the knot of peace;& the bloud-ſuckers of Star ge 

which abuſe it, ſooner or later ſhal powre their lines our in the duſt. An 0p 

what doe you thinke is it,to abuſe the patrimony of God (wherunto ſo may MW v4 


* 


good ſoules haue oft times contributed their bloud and {wear ) and to ente A 
therinasa Fox,a Lyon,without any other intention bur to {lay & deuoureti MW 59h 
flock, which they ought not ſo much as to ſheare? | then 


The crimes which goe afront the Diuinity , euer beare their puniſhment IE 4. 
ck an behind them. Craſſus felt among the Parthians the Religion of the Temple of. MW ;ere; 
Craflo, ruſaiem, which he had deſpoiled ; the fortune of the Romanes was made a prey, BY ref 

the Army routed, the treaſures forſaken,the liues of ſo many mortals cxpoled WF 1,44 
tothe dint of ſword, to chaſtiſe the auarice of one wan , who durſt inuadetit WI og, 
goods conſecrated to the diuine Maieſty. Whilſt he ſtretched our his Haryye: nga 


, hands onthe goods of men , God ſuffered him: ſo ſoone as he ſet his tallan WE giri 
on the moueablcs of the Temple, he telt the [tcele of Barbarians, as reuenger WW ſenq 
of his ſacriledge. nach 


A hand from Heaven before for the ſame cauſe characeredthe dreadful de. they 
Daniel x, 15. cree of a Babylonian King , which hath ſerued as a Tragedy tor al poſterity: an, inthi 
2 Machab. b afterward Helwdorus inthe Machabees was prodigiouſly puniſhed by extermins pitat 

; aw. ; im 1 f althe world,en- 

ting Angels, who in the mid-day ſcourged him inthe fight ot alt Ea 
ploying the Heauenly whips on his body for the ſame crime, as he had ds tgþy 
ſtowed his hardineſſe and hand to ſteale a iewel from Heauen. num 

If youſay there is much difference between the ſacrilegious, who ſtealetie MW ty 
treaſures of the Church,and thoſe who by wayes vnlawful leyze on benefices, ſ of ; 
which they vnworthily hold tothe contuſion of Chriſtianity: Lanſwer þ There W them 
may bethe difference that would be between a publike robber and a pur FI of 
thiefe ; the one proceeding therein with open force , the other more caute- i znq | 
louſly.cauſing his venome to creep, is by ſo muchthe more pernic10us,as WW of yy 
der the skinne of a ſheep he beares the hart of awolte, | | ther 

Adde heerunto for a ſecond reaſon,that the Baltazars, Craſſuses , & Heliodorust, impo 
& the Heretikesof our tyme,who haue made open warre againſt the trealweM rg m, 
of the Temple, haue nothing at al hurt the reputation of the Church, which# of 2 
the pole-ſtarre is cuer in morion , andneuer ſetteth : but the vniuſlt vſurp®W ere. 
of Prieſthood , who ſometimes enter into charge with extreme defe@Fi cg, 


of ſcience and conſcience , beſides that they vnprotitably denoure " miler 
| patr1mon! 


caute- 
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atrimony of the Sonne of God, doe burden his ſpouſe with eternal 
reproach. ; | | 
[ris obſerued , that in theſe deplorable times, where al ſeemeth to tend to 
the ſubuerſion of Lawes, ſtil ſome new monſters haue appeared, who by their 
birth hauc declared the diſaſters that ſhould happen tothe world. 
The tenth Age, which was the true iron-age, wherinal vices were in force, 
al ſciences in ecclypſc,al abuſe incredit, & as 1t were al crimes in impunity, 
affoarded neither Satyres,Chimeracs,Centaures, nor other monſters againſt 
nature: Bur for a certaine preſage of great euils, which we afterward ſaw to 
ouer-flow al Chriſtendome, childre ot great men were ſeen, who had nothing 
rearin them bur vice, as being ſuch, who were borne tor diſgrace, bred in 
diforder,naturalized in ſinne,to enter during their minority into Ecclefiatti- 
cal charges, to debaſe authority and aboliſh merit. A Pope lobn the eleauenth, garon ad annum 
enormouſly vicious. hauing the malice of a man moſt debauched,and the age Chriſti yi, 
ofa child vnexperienced , to fir in the chayre of S. Peter! A Theophaladt, ſonne loannes 11. Magoria 
ofthe Emperour, by the abſolute power of his father , to ſcize on the See of = m—_—— 
; : SN ammi-us florite, 
Conſtantinople , to become afrerwardsa Marchant of horſes , which he ſo vio- Curopalates & 
lently affected, thar beſides the prodigious race of two thouſand , which he Baron, ad anuam 
ordinarily bred , he many tymes left the Altar where he ſacrificed to the 926. 
liuing God , to haſten ro ſee ſome mare of histhar had foled in the ſtable! 
Our France hath not been exempt from this vnhappineſle : tor in the ſame Frodoardus 
Age, Hugo, achil4 of tyue yeares old, was conſtitured Archbiſhop of Khemes, hiſtor Rhemenl, 
opuſſefſe the feat of the great $.Rem:gius , which was to paralcl the foor of 11: 4:<-179. 
Hercules to the leg of a fly. - _ — I 
Al Chriſtendoine was amazed to behold ſuch promotions , and held them 7j; Chriftians 
inthe ranke of Comets, which make terrourto march before them ; and after vim, y 
them ſterility, maſſacres,and diſaſters, Were there no other conſideration but 
theincereſts of the Church, this ener ought to touch a hart, which as yer. 
reteineth ſome veyne of Chriſtianity , nor ſhould it euer giue conſent to any 
prefermenr, which might appeare ſo diſaduantagious to her, whom leſus- Chriſt 
hath by his bloud mai his lawtul ſpouſe. Bur beſides the detriment of Relt- 
gion, for athird inſtance,the maniteſt loſle of yong menis incurred, who are 
engaged in Eccleſiaſtical dignities , not being accommodated with cone 
ditions neceflary to vncergoe ſucha burden: much better were ybu to 
ſndthem direRly to the houſe of fools , then to expoſe them vpon the pin« 
nacle of the | ewple with (o litle diſcretion: for in this priſon. of mad men 
they ſhould find thoſe that would tye them , therby toitay' their folly ; and 
ntheſe faiſe dignities, they meet with liberty , which treeth them, to prece. 
pitare them into al ſorts of vices. x 
Fathers and Mothers , God pardon yeu, what a torch doe you ſet on fyre, 
toburne and conſume the houſe of Gad, when blind with affeRion, and be- 
nmmed in indgement, youſo imbrace your yong apes, that you ſtrangle 
them with exceſſe of indulgence ? To enkindle ambition'th the veynes 
of theſe young ſots , almoſt at their comming our of the'cradle , to ſer 
themon the top of the houſe, ouer mens heads, with an arme- and ſling 
of filuer, be they vicious , be they impious, 'and difſolute , be they ſtupid 
and heauy as carth , ſo that they .haue the breath of  fauour and oares 
offiluer (as had the rowers of Queen Cleopatra) needs muſt they be-placed on 
therop of the Turret,to be ſeen the further off. Many tymes charges of great 
Importance, 8& ſuperintendence ouer the heads of ſo:many mortals, are giuen 
tmen,to whom a ſilly farmers wite would nor haue committed the keeping 
of a cow. The Idume4ans enterprize vpon the Sanctuary , and theſe owles 
endeauour to drinke vp the lamp-oyle of Churches, by an ambirron of 
ſo ſtrong a flight, that it wil admirnolimirs bur infinicy. Haue youno com- 
miſcration of rhe publike ? The Common-wealth is at this day an old ſong 


(lay 
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(fay you) wherof litle care is to be had, we deſire to know no more then y 
ayre,w hich is that of our owne proper intereſt, fince it 1s an aGt of prudenc, 
welto accommodate ones affayres. Yet are you no whit aſhamed of yoy 
ſelues ? though ſiluer furniſh you with a brow of metal to regard no mz 

yet is ita ſhameful thing to be deſirous to erect inthe world the tree of yy, oft! 
chodonozor turned topſy-rturuy, where foure-footed beaſts are aboue , and it, 
birds beneath? Were it not a goodly thing to ſee horles, aſſes, and bulles to reth 
neigh, bray, and bellow vpon the branches of trees, while the {wal birds nary 
Heauen, ſo many celeſtial ſpirits , thruſt from the ranke which wiſedomey 
vertue giueth, goe mourning vp and done among the thornes of a neceſt. 
tous lyfe? But we muſt prefer our children, anſwer you. Who ſayes thecoy, i *??* 


trary ? Rayſe them onthe ſteps of ations, Chriſtian ,folide, and illuſtrioy; - 

cauſe them to paſſe throughthe Temple of vertue before they goe to that gf ſhut 
honour;examine their talents,their capacity, their ability,orherwiſe youdey chin 

not aduance, but precepitate them into publike ſcorne , into loſle of repyz wo 

tion and danger of ſoule. : : t 

This benefice isnot a benefice, but a malefice, but a golden ſnare, ac: - 

canet of Medea, a Troian horſe , which wil produce armes. Youin procuring _ 

' ſuch an honour refſemble thoſe Idolatrous parents, who ſacrificed their chil. wr 

Seldenus de Diis dren to the God Moloch ( that is to ſay rotheſunne ) and cauſed them to he *4 
Syris. pag-78- burnt aliue inthe hollow ſtatue of the ſunne,not caring to forgoe their liuz roo 


* werewith a forke? to haue in al your proceeding no other ayme but the be- 


ſo they might looſe them in thoſe flames and lights, which were the Hier | , 

glyphikes of honour. Oh meer madnes ! for the life of a fly , which we 

dayly ſhare with death, to be willing to damne your ſelf and poſterity; my 
ſtand on the brinke of the abyſle, and not deygne ſo much as only toope : ® 

your eycsto behold the precipice! wk 

' ar, no 

— 6 ein | ſiren 
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SECTION. IL ſons 

| God; 


& 
Of woeation or calling, = 
| eſtab 
$I | A 
F youdefire to know how you ſhould proceed in the preitt- Wyoub: 
ment of your childrento Eccleſiaſticaldegrees , firſt vodet Wray, 
; ſtandit istrue, Mercury is not made of al wood. If queſtion Wylezſi 
be concerning a husbandman, marchant, artificer , or ſhe Weuery 
S heard, we try the nature of the children , and endeauout '9 Wthen 
accommodare each one of them according to their diſpol- be ſor 
tions and natural inclinations. Youſ 
Suppoſe you it is only fit for the Churchro expoſe them at aduentur, Weholle 
without election or diſcretion? What exhorbitancy is itto thinke it lawfilſca, y, 
to take the ſimpleſt and weakeſt forPrieſts and Religious ? Whar tyranny 1 Whany, 
diuert ſome with al ſorts of cunning and violence, and thruſt others on 8" Ftheti, 
they | 
leeme 


j epoſc 


nefit of your family, to force the Lawes of Heauen to bow vnder the inte 
reſts of your houſe, to giue that to God , which you cannot ſettle els-whtt, 
& ifany accident happen, to take that from God which you hane giuen MW cible, 
Heerby it commeth to paſſe, that after many yeares,we behold birds,wii" Bas Dj, 
change both their plumage and kind vpon ſome very flight cauſe (not ſpeil-Ftodiy 
ing of thoſe who doe ſo by way of counſel & conſcience ) the ſcarlet clo Binmy 
ſucceeding the Church caflocke, and the ſword the Breuiary :wherin they doe Which 
much worſe then the woers in the houſe of Viyſes, who being not om Pillar: 
, ; 


c 
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nay ne acceſſcto the Miſtreſſe, madetheir addreſſe to the ſeruants, But theſe 


dence exfake the Lady, whom they haue eſpouſed , tro court the chamber-mayds; 


' Your -ofeſſing al their life-time the infidelity of their promiſes , by the exchange 


0a, Bf fthzir habits. ; 

Nav. yocation is moſt neceſſary for admitrance intorhe Church, which appea- 
« lil rethin two points: The one ordinary , the otherextraordiuary, Extraordi- 
les ty nary calling hath markes and fignes that draw neer toa miracle. So we'ſee: 
rene thoſe who haue been great & eminent in the Church, haue had ſome Genius, 
met WF chich hach cuen intheir infancy made the firſt glimmers of their grearnes to 
eceſh. appeare, drawing the whole world after them with aſtonishment, 


Wha: So Moſes , though he were a litle child , tofled Pharav's Diademe like a — 


rious fhurcle-cock ; which gauc a very il preſage ro the Xgyprians of their approa- 
hat of chino ruine. So Elias ſeeined from his morher to ſuck fire with milke, which 
ouge was apredi&tion his mouth ſhould one day be ( as indeed it was) the Arſenal 


Epiph. de Prophee 


PU if the God of Hoſtes. So the cradle of S. Epiphanius (as Ennodius relaterh ) was Ennodins, = 
ſeen al on fire: A vine ina viſion iflued our of the mouth of licle S$,Ephrem : A Anonymus in cius 


, aca flaming pillar enuironed the head of S. Modeſt: And it is written that Greg 


vita 


TJ Radervs. 


curly BY the ſeauenth , who from a baſe extrafion was borne to the throne of 5. Perer, Cr antzius lib, 4, 


ra heaping rogearher the chips he found in his fathers ſhop , who was a ioyner, 
to adarranging them in diucrſe figures, innocently wrot without thinking 
T live thereon, as a ci11d in ſport , Dominaber 4 mari vſque ad mare. 

Hier Al theſe callings, and many other of the like kind, arc knowne by extra- 
Ch we ordinary ſignes : the reſt rake the ordinary way, and are obſcruedto be in the 
ry;t good nature of children firto be dedicated to the C hurch , which is a matter 
00 very conliderable.if you aske wherein this good nature conſiſterh; 1 anſwer, 
tisnot in the influence of ſtarres , nor inthe Genius, as Pagans haue placed 
ir, nor ſimply in the beauty of mind, in the goodneſle of conſtitution, health, 
frength, vigour of body,though theſe may much corribute thereunto; bur it 
appeareth in two principal rayes, of which the one 1s tranquility from paſ- 
fons, by makin a repoſed calme in a ſoule, fit ro enterraynethe ſpirit of 
God; the other which ariſeth from the firſt, is the dociblenefle of a mind tra. 
Gable, with eaſe to diſpoſe ir-ſelfe ro inclinations of honeſty. Behold theſe 
two principal heads, wheron this excellent nature of an ineſtimable price iz 
eſtabliſhed, 

| And firſt for as much as concerneth rhe tranquility of paſſions,it is vn- 
preſet doubted, that euery man being compoled of foure elements, by conſequence 
vndet- W irawerh along foure roots ot al the morions therof, which are, loue, fcare, 
zeſtion pleaſure, ſorrow. There is not a man which feeleth not ſome touch, Burt as 
r ſhep- Wevery ſea hath his winds, though Marriners obſerue that ſome are more tofſed 
out 10 then others , ſo though euery ſoule haue it's paſſions, we mult confeſſe there 
liſpols de ſome of them are mildly diſpoſed , and others more roughly diſtemperd, 
You ſee men , who from their moſt tender age taſt of ſtrange extrauagances, 
holler, harſhneſſe,rage,deſpight,which maketh the to be of a ſpirit fantaſti- 
al, vnciuil, and obſtinare, againſt which you mult cuer fight with an armed 
and, Others from their cradles are indued with a peaceable foule,as a ſea in 
hetime that halcyons.build their neſts onthe trembling agitationof waters; 
they haue inclinations to vertue wholy Angelical, inſuch ſort, that they 
ieemerobeas it were conuayed therin,as fiſhes in their element, From this 


enture, 
lawful 
any 
In il 
the bt- 
e 1nte- 


whets, poſe from paſſions,ariſeth the ſecond condition of good nature, that 1s do- 
q hi Ibleneſſe of ſpirit, the beginning of education and happyneſle of lite. For 
,whic 8s Divines require in thoſe who receyue taith a certaine Religious afte&ion 


{petl-Meo divine things, diſcharged and purityed from al ſpirit of contradiction; ſo 
r clol Winmatrer of moral vertue and piety , we ſtand inneed of atractable ſoule, 
ey doc hich fixeth it-ſelfe on good inſtructions , as the iuy cleaueth to trees and 
able Vihillars.Goe not then abour, when you makg choyce ofan Eccleſiaſtical man, 

2x totender 
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arme; | calleth you, if you enuy them the fauour of the houſe,and of thoſe T know not f) 

ta 8 what kind of petty trifles of their owne proteſſion! Your condition is much Bern.!, 4.de c66id, 
other, if you follow that ſpirit which guiderh you, - 6./ by de comitaru 

 Imy ) Heerrofure Monaſteries were the chiete {chools of Kings arid the great= - 7 


wholy | ones of the carth, to cauſe them to ſuck in vertue with the milke:your aboad #2, nw 4ccer. 
nts W ſhould be in places, where you haue engaged your hart 2nd your taith;which 7g) nu: perſonale 


 adiz MW beſt can prepare and manure you for the life you haue Choſen, ſa nifi. mm laudir & 
> Much It is truly aſcandal to your profeſſion if you be aſhamed to weare a habit = "— : 
-7. MG OrAt 1.4, 


roper for an Eccleſiaſtical man, and bluſh ar the ſtandard of your warfare: c,;z,cx Clement r. 
A ſhame likewiſe, if you mult be terrifyed by way of menaces to make you (h) Seminemss honi- 
— | &y your Breuiary ; or if it be needful to allure youthercunto by ] know net 1% bom excmpli 
what kind of worldly allurements : thee verily rell:ſh ot the vaworthinefte mu pos CEE 
of ach114iſh ſpirit, (g) See you not that benefice draweth an office after it? — 
that no man ſhoald enlarge your conſcience by ſyothing your negle&, and occuira ſap rig? | 
extenuating the obligations you ought to haue ? It you obſerue not theria Bern ſerm. zo, 
thar which you ſhal be aduiſed by aſage and exatt ſpiritual Father , you ma es, anims 
very wel moſt dangerouſly wander.We are in the Church ( ſaith, Bernard (b) r -a 
to ſow ioy and good example : Toy for Angels, by our deuotions and rhe ſe- froiis, vernarem ve- 
you'l cret aſpirations of our prayers ; example tor men, by our good workes, The /:yer in Ceonſifiorio 
mind 1a the iudgement of Philo (:) ſhould nold a litle houſhold Conſiſtory, domeſlico. P.ilo de 


ry wel : þ , : ; 

ofthe (MW where diſcharged trom ſenſe and the maſle of ſenſible things, ic may {tudy the ( phy an 
ſerves IM knowledge ot ir-ſelfe,and the (carch of truth, grankes# ſeri vita, 
red the You ſhould loue your condition euen from your tender age,and liue in the Sngwlare p ndur, di- 


þ,purgl, WY Sanctuary ke a yong Samuel, 1 he toyle of affaires and ſecular recreations,is nee i 
r with | not for you. Leaue the onions of Egypr to ſenſual ſoules; your enterrainments — 
kemas W are in the ſociety oft Angels, (k,) Prieſtly dignity, to which you aſpire, requi- apps, cal eths 
otcad MW rcth a ſober grauity , alienated trom the ordinary way, a ſerious life, weight, ber ſecrets. « populo? 
ro jou ſl & maturity. How would you haue the people honour you,if you haue nothing Q#4m te waverur, 
ughro MW abouc them? How ſhould they admire you, beholding vices & imperfections Js Ta 6erete 


; Amb,Ep. ad Ircn 
worthy WI 10 your manner@? P , 


= ———— 


yemol SS CTION T7 


(a) Si habes brachis 
ſicut Dew, ex finuls 


y rail The ſecond vertue of a Prelat , which is fortitude of ſpirit pn b_ 


m pe againſt auarice and ryot, ſults enigeety 

ws . . 

you lux ( b) m—_ L7 
| _= ' . 5 quiz £0 e(t in 

micta(\ 2 HE ſecond livery of your colours is the purple, which dA, Scripturs Eee 


SES aduiſeth you to haue a ſtrong and truly noble ſoule, «defi appeliara que 
PZ ogftpl| When there 1s occaſion to detend the gtory of God, "7 vagwibur /acerat, 
wWz==2x| you muſt haue the arme of God (4) and the thundring = als pic perentis, 

0?” 3" : ( : > Con Aquiſgran, 
voyceot God, not to gaine reſpect by auſtere looks Con 134. 
and affectations of ſeuerity, which many times Pro- (c) Inonſtantia Sac 


ceed from much infirmity of ſpirir, cerdos fit adamizinis 


 affabl net ARC The Councel of aix faith , the Church is a done, $7<9rimm: Mens 
Nee SES IF hich tearech vitl ;, bur i jo 

re - =, which teareth no man with her tallants, but is pleaſed per cuſicdrens char. 
-nrencWſ "veetly ro ſtrike with her wings : The true grauity of a Prieſt confiſteth in err ,VRinerſa que 


ugh nf Panners , nor countenance. (c) It ought to be a ſeale of diamond , trmely rg 9ccurrerins ſfibi ad 
preſcrue the charaGers of vertue,and {1gne others by example.This fortitude 94am /w ſtatue 


It of Wilcome VDOon v ) wh "* A : 'gnet a1que transfor 
y.Iry pon you,by accuſtoming not to coply with any vice whatſocuer, aes;ipſe vere inflami. 


prac _ iSnot a worſe ſlauery thento pur your liberty into the hands of ſinne. ri nullizs incurſibug 
gs ©18210ag chaine, and hath many gordian knots:cutthem re{olutely , asdid pefir. Caſlian, 
Calls 


Alexander, Collat, 6, c.1a, 


12 THE HOLY COTVTRT, Ru. 3. 


Alexander,& conquer the Kingdome of your paſſions, which is of more wor 
then the,Perſian or Indian. Aboue al,if you defireto rule, auoid two rocks moſt 
dangerous for a Church-man ; wherot the one is the thirit euer to get aney 
the other lazineſſe and profuſeneſle ina liuing already acquired, * *' 

Thinke not to aduance your ſtate , and increaſe the number of your bene. 
fices, otherwiſe it were to ſceke out God for bread, not tor miracles: It wer 
for lining to looſe wel-liuing, ſo to become a bad merchant, not 2 2094 
Paſtour,What cauſe haue you of diſturbance? A reaſonable benefice is enoy 
for you. If you deſire to haue a ſhoe euer-wide and not fit for your foot, yay 
deceiue your ſelte.Say not you are poore, there can be no pouerty whereyqy 
haue God for inheritance, and he whom God al-rich {ufficeth not, deſeryes 
to be perpetually poore, This deſire which men without ceaſing haue,tohe 
euer 0n increaſe, much vilifieth Eccleſiaſtikes, lr affoards them as many ge. 
pendeces as they haue pretentions, It makes them ſeruilely ſooth the paſſigs 
and vices of thoſe Great-ones, from whom they expe&arecompence.ltroh. 
beth them of the Kingdome of God ,to rye them tothe chaine of men; why 
many times are more enthralled then gally-ſlaues, 

Itis a great ſhame to intrude wickedly heerinto, to ſurprize an honou 
by theway of adiſhonour.Saints haue obtayned benifices by flying them, 
now we muſt runne ouer the heads of man and beaſt to ouertake them Thy 
braue Architect Vitruuius thought it very ſtrange, that an Artiſan preſentel 
himſclte to a great man , to be employed in his owne faculty and profeſſion 

(d)Vitruniusin andtheruponſpake a moſt remarkeable ſentence: (d) 1 ſee Archuedts wheby 
prefat.).6. and vnder-band ſue to be employed: As for my ſelſe , I haue learned of my Maiſters, thaw 
C eeri Architect hdd 7 þ "AF 4 by off PSP 
yogant & ambiunt v; P91 not asRe of any man, but rather be intreated by others, to vſe care and endeauon, li 
erchnefencur: Mibi muſt be shameleſſe,voho blusheth not to require that which may be denied him,What woull 
a Preceptoribureſs this noble ſpirit haue ſaid, had he ſeen Church-men to debaſe rhemſclues, not 
rraduum rogathnen onely to ſupplicatfons, but to ſeruices moſt vnworthy their quality ,toob. 
- "gry ys wh teine cure of ſoules, which others in ſolitary wilderneſles haue fled fron 
no 15, 805ſhs 4 through bryars and thornes,among ſauage beaſts? > 4 
pudore, petcnl0vem You ſhould imitatethat worthy Grecian wraſtler,of whom Cle#iens Alexa. 
ſuſpicioſam. drinu(e) ſpeaketh, who after long preparation going to combar,ſtaid himſclk 
oe _— Alex. onthe way , and looking onaStatue of his God, {aid vnto it : I baue don 
3-roc10s Js nates Tyy Aut)» doe you yours. Become a good man, & a deſeruing,and belieue Godwilne 
vinmy £paor. fayleto gine you what ſhal be moſt behoofful. A 
An excellent paſ= Out great King Robert , made one day vpon this occafion, an obſeruation 
_— of KS foreuerto be remembred, noted by Glaber an ancient Authour. He ſayththit 
obert. , a , , Ss 
Glab.Rudolphus A Certaine Abbot hauing preſented the King with a goodly horſe, in mitt 
1.5. c.1. Ide refert tion of thoſe who fiſh in giuing , and caſt out one guift as a hook to dra 
Lurer. ad epiſt. 157. another, hoped this horſe would runne ſo wel for his Maſter, as to bring hun 
Yuon!s Cart. home aBiſhopricke. But the good King ſeeing the ſiniſter intention of thi 
Quidam tribuunt (7 X he Chanch F. AE. . ith his crozy, 
Henrico Imper, 1741, lent him ro the Church, commanding him toreturne wi Dzye, 
which he quickly did, propoſing to himſelfe in his mind an augmentaton 0 
liuings, as his auarice had repreſented to him, But as ſoone as the King cſpic 
him a farre off : Hold downe that Croz yer ({ſayth he) you are ynwortby of it , jint 
thinke tobaucit from a man :to the which he obeyed, though much aſhamed,al 
was as one dropped out of the clouds. Our Rebert , endowed with a natull 
goodnefſe, was not willing he ſhould roo long ſuffer this diſgrace, but col 
s manded the Crozyer to be pur into the right hand of the image ot ours 
uiour, which ſtood directly vpon the Altar, then turning himſcltero® 
Abbot : Take ! ſaith he ) ycur Crez yer, and learne, that it is be there that giuesf) 
I would not haue you ſo much as giue thanks to amortal man, hut that you jreely ſeit, 
the honour of your charge requireth, What a King? What a leſſon? | 
As for the other rocke,which concerncth the vſc of goods, God forbi 
when you cometo maturity of age, that you employ the patrimony ot . | 
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THE PRELAT; | 14 
the feat and bloud of the faithful, in good cheere , exceſſe, and play; to fats 
ten beaſts, or men worſe then beaſts, who liue but on the ſfinnes of others ro 
raiſe vnto your ſelfe a heap of anger inthe day of iudgement. God forbid the 
buildings of an Abbey ſhould fal to decay , the Altars become naked , the 
images of Saints ſhiuerd in pieces, the lampes & lights be ecclypſed,the wals 
weep, and ſpiders rhere ſpinne their webs, rats runne vp and downe, and Re- 
ligious men famiſh : thar Prieſts there ſhould preſent them(ſelnes before the 

Altar with ridiculous habits, whichtaſt of a tauerne, whilſt I know not what 

ltlencece dregs (ilk ar her heeles at the charge oft the Crucihxe; 

My God! who wil bring back to vs a Guy tae Groſſe, that flouriſhed in the [g)Vita Clemen.4, 
time of $. Lewis? I would kifſe his aſhes, and putthem , were ir poſſible, ouer 324 Alphonſum 
myters and CLOwNes. ( Fg) This great perſonage,, firſt a Procter , maryed a 
father of two daughters , his wife dying was made Prieſt ; from a Priefh, {2 Aſa 
Biſhop of Puy, from thence Archbiſhop of Narbone, afterward Cardinal and coy ” th 

2 : 5 ore Uulgt tr a- 
laſtly Pope. It was expected that his two daughters, which he left ro the Faw ; quitm: dum 
world, ſhould become great Princeſſes: but the good Pope made one Reli- **</*2*r 7, i4,fs 
gious, with a penſion of chirty pounds, and maried the other giuing her for opuer fiat , quod &+ 
tuldower three hundred poundsin mariage, To a nephew-Prieft, who promi PIO yoo 
ſed himſclfe many titles , Myrers, and Croziers , ofthree Prebends he ollel- . ſed paging. 
ſed he rooke two away , commanding him to content himſelfe with one aut minus egerent, 
alone, and by his letters ſignifying, it was not reaſon his aduaneement to the C——_— 
Papacy , which gaue him caule of terrour and teares, ſhould miniſter matter wy, __ 
vatohisof pride and ryot. This at of ſimplicity is athouſand times more ad fon Gem 
mirable, then if he had made his daugbters Queens of Anticch, andturned al Zccle + facmleaten 
hishowſe into gold. | = Proſper lib. x. de 

Behold the prudence of $. Auguſtine , of whom Poſidius (b) writeth : vita contemplatiua 
his owne kindred as the reſt of go faithful , —_—_ ro = h —_ —_— Pon moans; - 
quired, not to enrichthem, but to free them from neceſlity , or ar leaſt ro #4 Mn 
makethem liue in the leſſe penury.- Aug Ep; 50, 

To what purpoſe ſhould you be prodigal of an eſtate wherof 5 oe 
teward (i)? One part therot 1s —_ _ Miniſters of the Altar _—_ —_ - _—__ ile 
tothepoore ( k,),andathird tothe tabrike. If there be any magnificence in —_ _ 
theChurch, it belongs to the publike, particulars ſhould be fatisfied with 1% 
modeſty. Why ſhould you paſſe into the other world, charged which crimes _ ſerm, 5. dg 
addebts, drawing the maledicion of Heauen and earth on your heads? AO 


SECTION VL 


The third quality of a good Prelat , which 
FL) purt ty of life 6 


_ you vas penny from your moſt render yeares, ro cary 
t with you tothe Altar, The Prophet Iſay (4) telleth ; they ſhould (a) M 
\ . 3 #ndams . 
us hauc their. veſſels very cleane , who are choſen ro beare the _ vaja — 
ad th "HO of God. And for this purpoſe al the Saints aduiſe vs to Ifa. 52, 
TY e daily and familiar conuerſation of women , who are mani. 

* inares of chaſtity (b). Belicue me , ir is one of the moſt important 


KA + +, Our third attire is of white linnen , which fignifieth the Angelical 


PoNts of your cariage; A Prelat abiding within the limits of this purity, 


Oul - - . _ 
dappeare inthe comerce with men,as ifhe came froma Quire of Angels, (b) Yere coninemsi 
C Bug «/iiena: muliehm . 


14 THE HOLY COVRKET, Paris: 
etiampr bayum fa- But as ſoone as he fallcth into aſenſual and licencious life , he forſakethth, 


milerirares fugit, dignity of his character,and goeth out from the throne of Maicſty,as the yy, - 
S. Ephremdetem- fortunate Babylonian King, to feed on hay among beaſts. The night diſcoye. - 
perantia, ' ' 

Lame as Del reth not more ſtarres in the Heauens, then it openeth eyes on the earth ah. Fi 


oro corde babitare ferue his molt ſecret pleaſures, eares ro harken to his deportment , & mouth; lt © c 
guifeminanum acceſ. to diuulge them through al Prouinces. He is looked on as a ſtrange bird, thy M ” 
Feour copulawr., is newly gone out of his element ; and God permits, that hauing ſold kj 
Po oY | ſoule for hogs-draffe, he ſhould ſtil reſt vnſatisfyed, finding each-where aloyy 
9 nm ; web of perplexitics, and arouling wheel of immortal puniſhments. Toſone 
Hieron, ad Nepo- heſerues for matter of mirth, to others as a ſhutle-cock ; he giueth occaſic 
tianum, of teares to few,of indignation to al.Menfor him are wounded withiealquſ, 
aud women, haue they neuer ſolitle honeſty , abhorre him. There arenop; 
but certaine Harpies , which ( as ſaith Cardinal Petrus Damianus ) fly royn 
about Altars to pillage them , who beare him the like good wil, as Rayen; 
doe to carrion, He liues in a kind of ſtupidity of ſpirit, in continual indiſ 
ſition of body , diſgrace inhis temporal fortunes, the fable of the world, th d 
obie& of Heauens anger, and earths execration:Finally he refſembleth ang} 
ſcpulcher , that hath nothing init bur ſtenchand titles, Happily thenponde 
in your hart, what the life of a Prieſt oughtto be,who is of the houſe of Gu 
of the cabinet, and as it were of the boſome of God. To thinke a wicke 4 
neſſe, is actime; to commit it, a ſacriledge; to beare it to the Altar, isa ſine 
which hath no proper name : there are titles and offices of al yices, Oh hoy tk 
pure ſhould ch mouth be, which aproacheth to kiſſe the Sonne of God !01 Iſ ram 
how cleane ſhould thoſe hands be, whichare choſentopurge away the worls IM the 
ordures! Oh how chaſt ought that harr to be, that is bedewed with the bloul I gre 
of the Word Eternal! Qizt 
What a horrour , when a faithleſſe ſoule from the bed of wolues, got ff deſt 
| , outto find the Lamb,and carycth the pollutions of the earth to the Santtun iſ prot 
& 4 ns Amy By ofthe liuing God: like to that beaſtly Empreſſe Meſſalins, ſpoken of by thew if foot 
EF tyriſt (c) who bare to the lmperial bed of Claudius herhusband,the infamy4W You 
(4d) Infiruebat Pe= noyſomneſle of places , which ſhould not be fo much as named in the Pallus WW meat 
er%s diſcipulos , aut of a Roman Emperour, you, 
wite ſue omni hors 8 = porer (d) ſaid , we muſt breake al il thoughts by the exercize of te wher 
—_——— preſence of leſws Chrift , as the waues are daſhed againſt the rocks. And $.c-W T! 


loco Deum reſpicere, ) ) k p l 
firmiter cogitationes ſoſtome (c)-aduiſed Prielts to be pure, as it they were in Heauen amidit thelu 


malas cordi ſuo adue- gels. al th 
ences wox ac Chaſtity, ſaith Holy Zeho, is happy invirgins, ſtrong in widdowes, faithi have 
Chriſtum allidere l . x l h . 
S. Clem, Ep. 1. ad if the maried , but withPrieſts it ought to be wholy Seraphical. tt is fite I 4 tc 
Tacobum. ſhould haue litle of the body, whois made to mannage and handle the bodydFſ ure: 
(e) Necefſe eſt ſecer- the Sonne of God. It is fit he ſhould haue ſmal commerce with the fleſh, wi the 
darom fic oſeproram knoweth howto incarnate the lining Godin his hands, A carnal ſoule rea fatior 
Cans  ſcihis atrimony for a meſſe of portage, as the vnworthy Eſau , is more Wi 
Inter ipſas Celi Vir P _ , 
eures medins ſrares, for hogges then the Sanuary ,They heertofore ſacrificed ro the ſunnc wh $410! 
' Chryf.de Sacer- out effuſion of wine, and thoſe who ſacrifice to the Maſter of the ſun haue j 
I TOY! Bi ought tocntermarry ſobricty with chaſtity , which are eucr mutually linked Your 
ed =. together. The banquets of rich ſeculars ( ſaid 8. lexome f) are not ſo prop Prince 
aime eorum qui hone. for Church-men.ltis much fitter tro comfort the in afflictions, then to acco# San; 
yibus tumens, Conſo- pany them in their feaſts. A Prieſt whois ſtil preſent at — _ i vriew 
laeres nos porivs eſteemed of He that would behold the modeſty which is to be oblerueduin 
+ rr + 5 tables of Ecclefiaſticalmen,let him at the leaſt take a model vponthatwim = m 
— pr” con. Tertullian writethin his Apologetike of the Primitiue Chriſtians, Ourta . y 
cemnicus Clericus, ſaith he,hath nothing in it which taſteth of ſordidneſle , ſenſuality , or 18m og . 
qui ſepe vocams ad» deſty;we eate there in proportion, we drinke according to the rules of reY Create 
prenduem, renon te rerance, ſo much we ſatiate our ſclues as is neceffary for men , thatM 4 os 


Hieron, Ep, 2, 


coſas. ag Tiſe inthenightto offer their prayers to God, Wethere ſpeake and _ 
Nepoſian, _. 


THE PRELAT. r; 


zinthe preſence of God, our hands waſhed, and candles lighted, enery one 
reciterh what he knowes of holy Scripture, and of his owne Cconceit,al to the 
Coue. raiſe of God. Prayer endeth the banquet , as 1t gaue beginning thereunto. 
00d. Wl From the table we ge tO the exerciſe of modeſty and honeſty: You would ſy 
ouths Þ ifyouſaw Vs, it were not a ſupper we had in hand, but aleſſon of piety. 


= T_T — 
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SECTION. VIp 


The fourt h perfeftion of a Prelat, which is ob/erued 
in zeale and charity, 


OVR fourth marke is. ſcarler , the ſigne of the ardent charity 


rv 


TE 
* I hal, that you may afterward goe into the field for the hun- 
ting of ſoules, You muſt become awal of fire, toſerue as 2 
rampart in the houſe of God. You mult be a ſtarre, to run ouer and enlighten 
thelicle world recommended to your charge, You muſt oppoſe the power of 
ebloy MW grear-ones, rhe ſtrength of the ſturdy , the wiles ofthe cratty , the cloſe pra. 
Gdizes of the wicked , to diuert il ations, aduance good, leaue vnprohrtable, 
, gocth I deſtroy vice , plant vertue , chaſtiſe delinquents, recampenſe men of merit, 
n&wn I prote& the poore , iuſtify rhe innocent, You muſt beaneye tothe blind, a 
the MW footto the lame , arme and hand to the maimed , a Sanctuary to al the world; ' 
famy& {Wl You muſt haue as many chaines to oblige men to you, as God hath giuen you 
Pally meanes of wel-doing. Ler the miſeries which ina right line would haſtents 
you, if it be poſſible, may paſſe no further then you: Let your houſebe a ſhop, 
e of tel where from ſtones the ſonnes of abraham may be raiſed. 
1 $. Cy The High-Prieſt heertofore bare the whole world on his habir , of which 
the MW be was as it were the Aduocare; and you muſt thinke, when you are in office, 
a the world is on your ſhoulders , and that both the liuing and dead ſhal 
Caithil bave a ſhare in the duty which you ſhal render therunto. It ſhal be your 
- is fitke}} 48 to cary the torch of example before the people , to inſtru& men, to 
careand comfort their infirmity , to pray , and ſacrifice both tor the world 
h . wii ofthe living , and thoſe whom death already hath diuided from our conuer- 
on. 
morcilÞ- What charity think you can you haue to be diſcharged from theſe obli- 


& zeale you ought to reteyne towards the houſe of God. The y,,,, 4 

buckler of braue Champions of the God of Hoſtes ſhould be Cyypens fortiwn eius 
a buckler of fire, and al his ſouldicrs muſt appeare in crimſon ignirus , viri Exeris 
caſſocks. You muſt carly learne to bay the hares skin in the # incoccines, 


ne with gations ? You muſt learne to loueſoules, as the moſt pretious moucables you: Nullum omnipetenti 


have in the world, to pleaſe your ſelfe with the places , where the obiects of 2 tale /acrificium, ._ 


y linkdÞ your zcale are, and the knots of your charge , rather then the Courrs of ”- Tus animate 
» propſ Princes : when you ſhal haue vntamed ſpirits to gouerne , let them ſerue Gres f : 

P | : . Greg ſuper Ezeoh, 
 accoſÞ 8 anarreſt for your hart, a ſubie& for your induſtry, an exerciſe for your hom, 12, 


euer vil ertues, Sarhan in lob , went round about the earth to entrap man : Doe you 
1ed attiF{fhinke you doe too much, in your opinion , if you aduance ſome ſteps to 
at whi laue men? Noe was ſhut vp in the Arke with about three hundred kinds of 
ur tal deaſts, peaceable among the waucs and deſtruction of the world , be- 
jr imob cauſe ſuch was the wil of God : and you cannot reſt among ſoules 
; of teh cated according to the? image of the Diuinity , whereunto you are 
hat ney duty engaged vnder the peril of your ſoule. What a ſhame is it 
convel tor a Church-man , if he cannot liue vnlefle perpetually among horſes, 

251 C 2 dogges, 


THE HOLY COVERT. Er. 2: 


108, And APES, when God ſummons him to the charge of ſoules? [uliy Ge 
:awon-redro ſce men, who dan«.lec! apes, hauing children intheir houſes, 
who cannot but admire if Gol allotting you ſo many ſpiritual children, yy 


pe: petuaily kiſſe monkeys, play with litle dogges, and carry hawkes? 


— 


S 
SECTION, Fu 


The fift excellency of a Prelat , which is ſaence 
and prudence, 


-INALLY for concluſion, you muſt ſprinkle gold ouer yoy 
Z Hyacinth, purple, and crimſon, Theſe are the rayes andlight 
of knowledge and prudence,which are as neceſlary for aþre. 
lat,asthe eye for a beautiful body. Diſcretion (ſaith. Berugy) 
ns Gals. \ isnotaſimple vertue, but the gouerneſle of al vertues, th 
Tole hanc , & virtus d pnideof paſſions, and the Miſtrefſe of manners ; whichifyq 
vitium erit. take away, vertue becometh vice (4).Prelats (as Pope Zozimw aſlureth ys): 
_ =— by the eyes of the Church, and if theſe eyes be ecclypſed, what darknefle may yr 
WS anic, "” expect ouer the other parts of the body?, 

We muſt not tel anoble ſpirit , how ſhameful a thing itis tobe inhighde 
gree of dignity, & play the golden beaſt. You cannot brook this affront, th 
very infants & the dumb would ſpeake, and with a finger ſhew it you, asGil 

Tribunal; aſcen'o au the Aﬀe of which Ammianu writeth , who in the Citty of Piſtoi4 mountedx 
diebatur deflinatiu mid-day into the tribunal of aludge,& bega with much earneſtneſletobry, 
_ Ammian. ag if he had done wel to the purpoſe. 

_ Itis alamentable thing, if for your ſake we be enforced to ſay,that fortue 
is 2 daugther of a good houſe, bur that ſhe proſtitutes herſelfe to ſernants;ha 
the Church is abſolutely wiſe, but becomes the ſhare of the ignorant. Itwer 
aridiculous thing if on you the fable of the owle ſhould be verifyed, whic 
telieth that the ſmal birds had found a roſe onthe way, & preparing to ingfar 
maſtery , they appointed Iudges to giue it to the vicorious , vnder title df 
recompence for his ſong, as the prize of his conquelt. But as the y were diſps 
ſing themſelues for trial , came a miſchicuous owle inthe night , and caryel 
away the flower withour ſinging. Cana noble hart wel endure this applic 
tion ſhould be juſtly made vpon him, and to be held an infamous bird, whi 
hath ſtollen away the flower dew to the litle nightingals? Glafle wil notpre 
ſent the figure obieRed, if it be not leaded ; wharſoeuer you may haue eytict 
of luſtre or tallents, wil haue no ſubſiſtence , if you lead not your head with 
the 'rength of endeauour. 

Should you haue the pome-granate, which is the fruit of Kings , and wet 
you of the blond Royal, if you haue not litle bels on the border of your gt: 
ment,as had the High-Preiſt of the 01d Law,to make the doctrine of the worl 
of God toreſound,you would be deſpiſed. Why then doe you intermedle with 
ſo many toyecs and pertty-trifles of children ? You Should be an Alexander , wb 
better loueth the lance of Achilles,then the lyre of Parts. You muſt in the ſchoob 
be fed with the marrow of lyons,as that yong Prince,and not intertaine yol 
ſelfe with catching of lyes. When you grow aged , you ſhould not be in 
Biſhoprick like a blind Cyclep ina hollow caue. . 


(a) Diſcyetio non ef 
fam veriius quam que= < 
dam moderatrix & 
auriga viriurum , or- | 


dinairixq; aff. Fuum 
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The motiues which Noble Prelats haue to the 
duty of their projeſsion. 


2X N the name of God permit you may bereQtificd intheſe fiue ver: 
& rues, which 1 haue beforealleaged. The obligations which you 
hauc hereunto, if you wel conſider them,are very great.Firſt, you 
ſee that ſuch as are of the ſame bloud with you, endeauour to 
make good what they profeſſe. Thoſe who manage armes wil part 
with nothing of the glory of armes, The moſt timerous would be flayed and 
piece-meale rorne for a poore puntilio of honour , which is oft times meerly 
imaginary.They fly among naked ſwords, flames, 8 musket-ſhots, to purchaſe 
alitlereputation , which hath not euer the reward it expecteth, And you, o 
noble men, that are in the pay of the ſoucraigne King, whole liberality cannot 
deceiue you, in a moſt honourable profeſſion, and which ſhould not be ble= 
miſhed with remiſſneſſe, would you ſpare your ehdeauour to doe ſome-thing 
worthy your birth ? Doe you not behold a flouriſhing Nobility round about 
you, which being conſecrated tothe Church , diſcouereth merueilous hopes , 
vato vs? Some doe as the vines of Smyrna , that whilſt they are in bloſſome 
beare their fruir, There is nothing now euery-where bur ſtudy and fernour. 
Thereare thoſe who wynne Troy the magniticent,now wholy enflamed, & wil 
you vnder hatches lye ſnoring in the ſhip? AHI 
lathe ſecond place, ſee who you are. You are deſtined to treatthe canſe of . = 
menwith Go4(a) ; would you betray it? Youare ſelected to be the Oracles of oe Avon | 
God; would you make your ſelfe a weather-cock? You are choſen to be the jo ryan... 
Arke ofthe Teſtament ; would you become a veſlſcl of reprobation? You are conſtunitur in js que 
a Angel,& in hope a litle God;would yoube an Angelof darkneſle, & a God ſun ad Deum, 
vitraw? Apply your ſelf wholy tro God,to whom you oweal. It is not a mat- Fe: 5: a 
5 hs.C. w..4, rg : (b) .Ariftoreles 3b.4, 
terof diſcretion for you to doe wel, it is a point of neceſſity, Angels houer p,. . 26. 
ouer your heads, and mer-are on euery ſide to obſerue your ations. Thoſe Magiſtratus 
whoare blind as moles in their owne errours, haue the eyes of a Linx to eſpy <6an-avxuce 
Jour imperfections. (b) | lumin: obeliſcis pr = 
Doe you not enioy a goodly honour , when it ſhal be ſaid of you, that you 9646 ay; rags 
haeadignity which becomes youas aring of gold the ſnout of a hog (as 1s reocul; cmniun 
ſpeaketh the Scripture (c), & whentheKing , who 15 pleaſed torake the paine diryguntur: domus 
tolooke into the deportments of men Eccleſiaſtical, who are of eminent ex. '# & conver atio 
traction, ſhal perceiue you are in the Church as an vnproficable burden (a) to ; = "php —_— — 
diſgrace the charge which honoureth you, 8& that al thoſe that name you, whe publice diſcolme. 
you happen to be mentioned in honourable aſſemblies , wil wiſh a cloud of S. Hier. ep 3. 
tkneſſe at noon- day to couer the shame of their forheads? _ (c) Prou. 12, | 
Adde that the Church ſtretcheth our her armes, and intreateth you would _ Pas 
(tluffer her lawrels to wither in your hands, to defile her vidories, nor ec- ©d) Ns ſine 
dypſe her lights.She hath ſeen many miſeries,many hath she borne, many van- merivris jublinitare, 
quibhed; but ncuer felt any wounds more dolorous,then thoſe which fel vpon #$2norum nts 14 ſine 
herby vice (e),ignorance, & the negligence of herPrelats, That is it which ſh y 
iathopened the gate to hereſies, which hath fomented infidelities , enlarged -" — ry 
Motety,diſpoſed the browes of the wicked to impudece, the rongueto (lader, 2, ad Ecclef, Cath, 
the hands ro rapine, which hath darkened the preſent rymes with horrible (c)N:/cio cr-minums 
cnfuſions, and which vomiteth vpon the times and Ages of poſterity, Wil 47 *>omwmiurbam, 
You increaſl he cated 1 wit mak brides Terrul. aduerf, 
e theſe calamities, and with your corruptions make a bridge y.1e.ctinianos de 
C3 for eorum diis c. s. 


Martyrol. Rom.ad = 


6, Ianuar, 


Baronius, 


Chron, Alcxandr, 
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for the faithleſſe ro ruine Chriſtianity ? For that perhaps ſhal be the 1, 
ſcourge, which God wil vie to puniſh the abuſcs of il Prelats , and the ſine, 
of the people in general. 

For concluſion 1 demaund , what wil become of you in the end at the 14; 
iudgement of God,vnder whichthe Angels tremble, who gouecrne the wl 
What wil become of you, when you ſhal be accuſed ro haue been a viper j, 
the Church, a ſcandal to the ſimple, an il example to the molt corrupt, a hery 
torch that would enflame the houſe of God? Where may one find puniſhmgt 
ſufficient to infli&t on you, and where can you get members enough to fyr. 
niſh out ſo many puniſhments, when the ſtones and marbles of thoſe places 
you haue poſſeſſed wil crack in pieces tofly into your eyes? On the contrary 
it you take the right way, which 1 propoſe, you ſhal lead a peaceable lifein 
the ſecurity of a good conſcience, rich in honour and ability, honourablejg 
reputation, terrible to the wicked, reuerenced by honeſt men, fertile in gogy 
ations, aboundant in infinity of fruits, fruittul in recompences , proſperous 
in ſucceſſes, glorious to poſterity , attended on earth with the odour of yer. 
rucs, and crowned in Heauenby Erernity. 


SECTION, Þ©o 


The examples of great Prelats are very linely 
ſpurres to vertue. 


=p O come to this effe& , often repreſent before you 
=== cycs the lively images of ſo many worthy Prelat, 
« | who haue flouriſhed through al Ages , and behold 
ole them as ſtarres, which God with his owne hand hath 
ball planted in this great firmament of the Church, as we 
*R=9! that he there might make his glory ſhine, as heerts 
I! preparea way for our direction, Thinke ſometime 
= Jl within your ſelte what a ſpirit one S. Niuamon had, 
B_————_—— who dycd with ter:our , as they bare him to the 
Throne of a Biſhop, for which ſo many other pyne away with ambirion, he 
forgoing lite with apprehenſion he ſhould looſe his innocency? What humi. 
lity in 8. Petcr of Alexandria, who being the lawful Succefſour of $, Mak: 
would neuer mount to his chaire, bur contented himſelfe to fit the reſidue 
of his dayeson the foot-ſtool , vntil aftcr his death the people, having t- 
tired him with his Pontifical habit, did carry his body to the ſeat which he 
neuer had poſſeſſed ? A man truly humble , whoſe death muſt be expectedto 
honour his merit, as if honour were incompatible with his lite. What zeale 
1n Euftatizs Biſhop of Epiphanium , whole hart was ſo ſurprized with only notice 
of the profanation of a Church, that he fel downe dead in the place , making 
himſelte atomb furniſhed with the triumphs of his owne piety , a thouſand 
times more pretious then gold and richeſt diamonds ? Whar liberality in 
S. Exuperius Biſhop of Tholouſe,to giue away the gold & ſiluer of his Church,tor 
the neceſſities ot the poore,yea euen to the carrying of the Bleſſed Sacrament 
in alitle basket of ofier » What charity in S. Paulin, who atter he had in almes 
ſpent his whole patrimony , which was both very rich and aboundant, ſold 
himſelfe, and voluntarily become a flaue , to redeeme the ſorne of a poote 
widow ? What faith in S. Gregory Thaumaturgus, to remoue niountaines, 
and command ouer elements, with as much liberty as a Maſtcr over his 


ſcruants? Whar power in S. Leo and S. Lupus, to ſtay Artils , and make = 
again 
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againſt an Army compoſed of ſeauen hundred thouſand men, drawne from 
the moſt dreadtul Nations of the earth 2 What confidence in s, Martin, to ſub- 
mit his ſhouldiers to receaue the tal of a huge tree, on condition he might 
thereby banilh the Idols? Let vs lay aſide al other actions, which are miracu- 
ous : behold the liues of thoſe, who haue traced a more ordinary way, Imi- 
rare the contemplation of a 8, Dems ,the feruour of a S. Ignatius , the conſtancy 
of a $,Arbanaſius , the contempt of the world of a S.Hiary, the generoſity of a 
$, Cyprian, the auſterity of a $, Baſil, the mildnetle ot as, Auguſtine, the maicſty 
ofa $. Ambroſe, the vigilancy of a $.Gregory,the vigour of a $.Cyril, the wiſome 
of 45.Remigius, Propole to your ſelte the acts of S. Vedaſtus, Herculanus, Elcythe- 
nw, Medardus, Lupicinus, Nicerius, Romanus, Sulpiiths, Pretexratus , Germanus, Amandus, 
Claudine, Lambertus, Wolphranw, Swibertw,and many ſuchlike, C onfider the de- 
portmens of $.Thomas of Canterbury , $.Lewis of Tholouſe ; and aboue al , ler not 
your eye paſſe ouer $.Charles Boremens , whom God hath mauve reſplendent in 
our dayes,to teach vsthatno Age is ſecluded trom ſanctity. 

Aman is powerful to perſuade vertue, when in one & the ſame inſtant he 
aleagerh threeſcore thouſad reaſons,cach of w hich weigh a Crowne ot gold 
(hath one of the beſt Writers of this Age (aid: ) and fo did S.Charles,forſaking 
threeſcore thouſand crownes of yearcly rent for one mornings Malle. 

He was a Biſhop, who often faſted with bread & water, cuen in the time of 
fealts;who euery day ſaid his Breuiary on his knees, and moiſtned it with his 
reares ; who celebrated Maſle euery day with a matefty more then humane; 
who had two retirements in the yeare to attend ro ſpiritual exerciſes; who 
read the Bible on his knees, ſheading briniſh teares; who gauealmes aboue 
his ability; who in perſon waired on the infe&ious; who wore haire-cloth 
ynder his ſcarlet habir; who flept on the bare boards; who ſtirred nor out of 
kisDioceſſe ; who viſited it on foot ; who inhis charge made himſelfe inde. 
fatigable z w ho eucr was the foremolt in good works, inthe Church, in the 
hoſpital, with the ſicke , at a Sermon; who was moſt exact innot gining or- 
ders nor benefices,bur to perſons very capable and of gootlite ; who neuer 
did any matter important without communicating it to the Pope and his 
Cardinals, whom he as an Oracle honoured. Theſe are the words of this fore- 
mentioned Authour, whichſeeme to haue very litle bulke, but much weight, 
Is itnot ſufficient to make you vndertake by neceflity , that which you can= 
notrefuſe without crime ? No longer thinke vpon piety as a thing impoffi- 
ble, and doe not like il Phiſitians , who make the ſicke defpayre of health, 
becauſe they cannot cure thern, 

Theſe latrer Ages are not fo barren of good men, who are moſt excellent 
plants in the orchard of Almighty God, but that it hath borne, and doth til 
produce plenty of good Prelats, who honour their profeſhon by the merit of 
their vertues, If you caſt your eye vponthole , whom the neerneſle of time 
doth make vs as it were almoſt to touch, you ſhal behold a Cardinal George of 
imboyſe , who was marueilouſly potent, bur employed al his power to the 
maintenance of the Church and State, and never ſought to be great but to 
oblige inferiours , nor approach to the Court but rhere- moſt gloriouſly to 
ſerue his Prince. | | (5 SIM) 

A Zimenes, Archbiſhop of Toledo, who amicit the magnificence of Court 
reteined the auſteriry of a Religious man ; who was ſuch an enemy of pomp 
and oſtentation, that he hath been ſeen to viſit his Dioceſfle on foot, without 
traine or attendance ; who employed his ample reuenews, to make warre 
apainſt Sarazens, build Monaſteries, tound Vniucrficics, imprint thoſe adtni- 
able Bibles in many languages . which are the treaſures of al the Libraries 
nthe world. A Poole, who was not only tree from the ambitions and auarice 
of the world, but made as ſmal an account of his body,as ot his ſhirt, fince he 
deing violerly perſecuted by X, Henry the Eyght,plaiuly ſayd,that for — 

| of the 


The Reuercnd 


Father Binet, 


25 THE MCOLY COTE TT, Pws.2. 


of the faith he would as willingly diſarray himſelfe of life,as of his habit, ang 
would cuer be as ready to enter into his tomb as into his bed ro ſleep, Yoy 
ſhal there behold the foure Cardinals of Bourbon, who haue cqualled their ver. 
tue3ro the bloud of Kings,and the purple of their ſacred Colledge. The grex 
Cardinal of Loraine , who hath had the honour ro annoint Three of our King 
with his owne hands, to aſlilt intheir Counſels,to enlighten them with th 
rayes of his ſpirit,to defend them by his fidelity,fortifying his hand from hig 
tendreſt youth for the conſeruation of the State. In al theſe pomps he wore 
auſterity vnder ſcarlet, he preached,and ardently cathechized the molt (imple 
of his Dioceſle, he ſupported as an adamantine pillar the faith , which 
both in France and Germany ſo ſhaken by the vaſpeakable diſorder of the 
times : he receaued the remnants of the Engtish ſhipwrack with moſt Ploug 
liberality , he inſtituted Religious Orders, he raiſed Seminaries, he on euery 
11dearmed againſt impiety, |; 

A Cardinal of Tournon , who ſerned 4.Kings, to wit Francis the Firſt, Heny 
the Second, Francis the Second, Charles the Nynth,and that in France and Rome,in 
al tne moſt important affaires; being likewiſe Arbitratour of the great Pg. 
tentates of the earth, with a moſt remarkeable loyalty , a prudence ineſtimz. 
ble, acourage inuincible. A Baronius,who hath etermized himſelfe by the 
endeauour of his hands, athouſand times more honourable , then al the Me. 
narchs of Zgypt intheir rich Marbles, Pyramids , and Obeliskes. Bur from 

- whencethinke you haue the large bleſſings of his labours proceeded ,but 
froma moſt innocent life , which was as the ſunne without blemiſh > bu 
from a moſt ardent charity , which cauſed him for the ſpace of nyne whole 
yeares to viſit hoſpitals morning and cuening, to help the neceſſities of the 
poorc?but from a moſt ſingular piety,which waſting his life in the feruourof 
his prayers, conſumed alſo his reuenwes with good works in molt {acre 
liberalities? . | 

A Tolet, a Religious man of our Order, who rayſed to the dignity of 
Cardinal , employed the moſt part of the houres of day and night in praye, 
living on nothing almoſt bur hearbs and pulſe, faſting the ſaturdayes with 
bread and water , and adding a particular Lent beſides the ordinary, tothe 
honour of the moſt glorious Virgin Mary , as the Reuerend Father Kilarimit 
Coſta obſerueth in thetreatiſe ofhis life, Cardinal D'oft, writing to Morſe 

_ Villeroy affoardeth him the titles of ſanctity , learning , prudence , integrity, 
worth, fidelity, and ſaith it is an admirable thing, to ſec the handy-worke of 
God in rayfing this great man for aduancement of the affaires of France, and 
abſolution of the late King of moſt famous memory. And the great Cardin 
Peron 1n aletter he wrot to this triumphant Monarch , dated the ſecond 0f 
September in the yeare 1595 .ſaith among other things,ſpeaking of the nego- 
tiation of Tolet yponthis affaire : Beſides that he hath renounced al worldly reſpets 
#0 imbrace the equity and iuſtice of your cauſe, that he bath sbut vp his eyes from the natund 
obligation of bis Prince, Countrey , parents, that be hath trampled vnder-foot al forts of mt- 
races, promiſes, and temptations ; be bath alſo taken ſo much payne both of body and mini 
Ppon this treaty, that we much wonder be slwunk.e not ynder the burden; combattn 
ſemetimes by writing, ſometime by conference with thoſe who were oppoſit, remoning andatr 
mating ſuch as were ſtupid, and in ſumme,carying this buſineſſe with ſuch zeale and conſtan, 
that your Maieſty could net hope for ſomany trials, not to ſay , ſo many maiſter-pieces, 
miracles, from the moſt affeftionate and couragious of al your ſeruants. Behold the teſti 
monie of a moſt yntainted Prelat. 

I ſay nothing of the excellent Berllarmine , nor of that prime man among 
the learned, the moſt illuſtrious Peron, nor of the great light of ſanctity 
Lord Biſhop of Geneua, whole lives are printed. 1 likewiſe behold moſt em- 
nent perſonages on the Theater of France , who as celeſtial bodies, haue fv 
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then myne ; but fincel haue put my-ſelfe vpon limits , not to ſpeake heer of 
any man now liuing , I better loucto reſſemble thoſe, who being not of {ta- 
ture able to afhxe crownes on the head of the ſunn's ſtarue, burnt lowers to 
it, to make their odour mount to the Heauens. So ſince I cannot crowne their 
merit with humane praiſe, I wil offer vp prayers and vowes for their proſpe- 
rities, with al ſubmiſſion dew ro their eminent qualities. As itis not my hu- 
mour profuſely to enlarge vponthe panegyrikes of the liuing, ſo is itnotmy 
intention to inſert al the dead inthis litle Treatiſe. 1f you ſeeke for thoſe, who 
ſpeake and write purpoſely , you wil be ouerwhelmed with a maine cloud of Greg, paſtoral. 
witneſſes, which wil ſhew you men who haue beengreater then Kingdomes, cure lib. cap, 4. 
who haue parallel'd the paſſed Ages,edified the preſent,cnlightned the future, 
and ypheld great fortunes by a much greater ſanctity. Altheſe wiltel you, we 
have nothing immortal in'v$buttheriches of themind , and al this exteriour 
luſtre of the world which charmerth the eyes of men, is but a clowd in pain- 
ting, a petty vapour of water, afableof time, adyal, which we then onely be- 
hold when the ſunne of honour refle&eth on it, and which muſt in the end be 
buried in an eternal night of obliuion;; Let vs now ſee the great $, Ambroſe, 
whom we among thouſands haue ſele&ed roſcrue as amodel tor this firſt di(- 
courſe. Youttherein ſhal obſerue a man of a moſt noble extraction, endowed 
zit1 admirable parts, and who by — of duty , and conſiderations of 
charity , was Conuerſant inthe Courts of Emperours, and in the infinit per- 
plexity of many affaires, which hewith al manner of. prudence and courage 
handled, ſhewing in his deportments a vigorous ſanRiry,choſen by the diuine 
prouidence, to. make as it where the whole State of Chriſtendome moſt emi. 
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'SECT.ION. I 
His calls, 


THE firſt marke. of perfe&ion, which werequire in 
no + $909. Prelat , to wit, diuine calling , js in'great S. 
_— nbc fo manifeſt , that were it written with the 
oa :2ycs of the ſunne , it could not be made more perſpi- 
| cuous, We may in ſome fort ſpeake of him, what he (a) Ambrof, 1. i: 


G- = 
>; 44 ſayd (4) of S.lobn Baptiſt , That ic ſeemeth God began Coment.in Lucam 


Sl co are him from his motbers womb , to exerciſe ©2P- 1 
prepare h ,to exerciſe yo oF 


, : k bonus athleta exerce- 
hing remarkeable, that ſceing reſolution was taken bawr in vieromenis, 


wHeaen to make this Prelat one of the moſt couragious and etoquent men ampliſiimo enim vir 
le world, he ſhould beexrrafted fromthe Nobility , which is ordinarily cert amini parabe 
Wafigencroſity , being deriued from a father honoured with one of the G) Hi3oran.afuad 
etc charges of rhe Empire , which was the Lieutenancy oucr .the Gaules: ſus Vigilantiun, 
fides, he caime into the world firſt breathing French ayre , which hath been Sole Gallis monſord 
pnded ( according to'S.Hierom b) the Countrey of the moſt noble and lear- 19 babuir yſed vinie 
irits of the carth : and Sidonius (c) another Prelat hath ſaid, the valour of _—_— 
ich man extenderh further then his life; for he-liueth cuen then, when yo f | 
Rloule and body are diuided., Secondly , as we hauc obſcrned before, God (c)-Sidonius Apo< 
Wy times declared the calling of infants by ſundry preſages : It was a lin. Carm.r. 
figne of the eloquence of $S.. Ambroſe, to behold a {warme of bees (4) al _— [wrong 
ther ſetle on his cradle, which was at that time brought our into a court pane 6-7 
$ fathers Pallace, that the child might thereby take alicle freſh ayre,The mov, 
eſceing theſe litle hony-creatures buzze abouthim , much neerer then (4) The Cradle of 
ould haue wiſhed, comming and going to his lippes, was affrighred, and *: Ambroſe. 
Meht to drine them away; but the father , who walking in theſame place 
Khis wife and daughter, beheld this pretty ſport, made a ſigne ſhe ſhould 
ther hands, leaſt by exaſperating theſe litle creatures, ſhe might prouoke 
Mings. lr the end they peaceably forſook the place and ſoared away 
lph.that they loſt ſight of them. At that time Ambroſe , father of our great 
Mat, pake aloud , as withthe (ſpirit of Propheſy :This Infant shal be greas. 
dyerily theſe bees much berter alluded to S. Ambroſe, then to Plate, who is 
dto haue ha4 rhe like hap in his infancie, For we muſt athrme the celo- 
Rhce of Plaro had hony init, and no (ting :butthis of S$; Ambroſe, befides the 
Weeding ſweetnelſe thereof in peaceable arguments, had, when there was 


Kaſion of combar, ft ings that pierced tothe quick. 
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EQS his vertue one day in mayhe battels. Firſty, it is a 
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We may wel ſay he was the moſt elabourate in his ſtyle of al the Don 
of the Church,eſpecially if we ſpeake of the Latins. For many , as S. Hiey, 
 ands, Auguſtine , oftentimes dictated with much vehemency ot ſpirit,, yy, 
EG epiſt. cameto their mind : but-S. Ambroſe did not ſo much accuftome himſelfetg z; 
Nob == ps "i cate toa writer; for he in compoſing ener had his pen in hand, (c)ro poliſhjj 
cxre eft fimilem ſer- WOTkeS at leaſure,and as we ſay lick his owne beare, ; | 
monem familiari vw Adde heerunto another figne of his vocation, in the childiſh ſports þ, 
ad vrguem diſii- exerciſed without conſideration, as did heertofore S.Athanafins, being they 
. ap - _—_— he an infant, which was, to cauſe his ſiſter , and the children which attend 
Gus — Amt 5 her, to kifle his hand , as the hand of g Biſhop, he thereinraking much ple, 
manum woſtro effige- ſure. ltſcemeth God ſometimes ſheweth children as with his finger,the Way 
re ſiylo > 6, they ſhould purſue. It is an admirable thing , that there was in Paris fou} 
a yong begger, called Mauritius , ſo farre tranſported in his owne fancy thy 
he one day might become Biſhop of Paris, that many offers being teſting) 
made ynto him in his infinit neceſſity,to moue him to renounce the right j; 
pretended to the Biſhoprike of this ample Citty , it proued meerly inpoſj. 
ble : which a wealthy man perceyuing, he ſo furthered him in ſtudie, as 
theend he came to the degree, whichto himſelfe he had pretigured, Why 
ſhal we ſay ? God vnloſeneth euen the tongues of mothers, to ſpeake pry. 
phetically touching the ſtate of their children, Witneſle a moſt honourah| 
Lady named 1ds, mother of three ſonnes, Baldwin , Godfrey, Euftace, whoon 
day ſporting with her, and hiding themſclues vnder her gowne , and may 
times ſhewing their heads with diuerſe pretty childiſh dalliances , the fathe 
caſually comming thither in midſt of their play , as they were al couere 
with their mothers garment, demanded , who haue we theer ? The Lady readily 
anſwered , not knowing what ſhe ſhould ſay , Itis 4 King , a Duke , and aCun, 
So it proued: Baldwin was King of Ieruſalem, Godfrey ſucceeded in the Dutchyd 
Lerraine to his father the great Godfrey of Bouillon , and Euſtace was Earledf 
Boloigne, God made vſe of this womans tongue,as of the hand of adyal,which 
pointeth out the howers as the great wheel guides it, leauing no memory 
where it touched, Ambroſe did the like at that time, dire&ed by the ſpirit of 
God. He made himſelfe Biſhop in his owne imagination, but when hepu. 
ſued the way of his proper reaſon and natural judgement, he therein vcd al 
reſfiſtance,not thinking he was called thereunto. 
In the third place, his calling was altogether extraordinary and miract 
lous,in that being ſent into the terrirory of Milan in the quality ofa Gouer- 
Pade,age, nonvtTu- NOUr, Probus, who ſubſtituted him,merity ſaid : Goe, rule like aBiſhop,rather 
dex,ſed vt Epiſceputs then a Preſident, recommending mildneſſe vnto him, that he might appha 
lenitiueto the great rigours that were vied in matter of juſtice, This telout 
much otherwiſe then Probue and Ambroſe had proieced, foras the hiſtorytel- 
Jeth, Auxentius, an Arrian Biſhop, who had much longer liued then was fit for 
a man ſo wicked, ſome litle time before deceaſed at Milan, the Metropolitan 
Place of his Dioceſſe, and when there was queſtion to proceed to eleRion, 
there were many difficulties betweenthe Catholikes and Arrians, euery-00 
coueting to createa Biſhop of his owne party, The emulation which ws 
much enkindled, threatned to draw bloud from the veynes of both ſides 
before it could be quenched. Ambroſe, as a Magiſtrate, went thirher to 
redreſle it. And behold at the ſame inſtant a litle child,as if it had beenan At- 
| gel deſceded from Heauen,cryed out inthe midſt ofthe aſſembly, 4mbroſemp 
The ele&ion of S. be created Bishop. This lowd voyce was ſeconded by al men, as a voyce ſentfrom 
Ambrofe, the mouth of God.T he fire of diſſention was quenched in an inſtant,the moſt 
outragious courages forſook their armes , and thought on nothing butto 


raiſe Ambroſe, who was not as yet baptized, to beare him by ordinary degree «. 


tothe Epiſcopal chaire. 
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lawes of the Church to chooſe a Neophite Biſhop , ſince the Conncel of Nice Cai. 1 

condeneth thoſe Prelats,who giue Orders to Prieſts preſently after baptiſine, Miſe ww eh fem 
Secodly, there wasan Edic of the Emperour, which torbad the aduancement !' #ag1/irum ow nec- 
of his Officers and ciuil Magiſtrates, without his expreſſe conſent. In the ©" £4 oe ajei 
third place, Ambroſe , who was wholy dedicated to a ſecular life , had neythet = bes 
veyne nor artery which inclined to this ele&ion, Bur who cau reſiſt the ſpirit mus a6 2608 fo 
of God , when he is pleaſed ro {trikea ſtroke with his owne hand beyond the r<lium. | 
imagination and iudgements of men ? Aldithculties one after another were Hicron, Ne wiles 
taken away : and this election was approued, not only by the holy See, but of — — 
althe Eaſterne and Weſterne Biſhops, who much reioyced and con eratulated Jl pn = 
with $.4mbroſe by their letters. The Emperour Valentinian gaue his aſlent there- "" 

ynto , boaſting he had ſent ſuch good Gouerners to Prouinces, that they 

were thought capable of Biſhoprikes, There was no body but Ambroſe to ſub. 

due, who vied al ſort of engines and practizes to diuert this purpoſe, He who 

ever of his owne nature wasexceeding mild, feigned himſelte bloudy,cauſing 

racks and tortures to be publikely exerciſed on offenders, yet needs would 

they haue him for Biſhop, He who was molt chaſt , made menand women of 

il life hant his howſe , and deſcended euento the ſhadow of ſinne to fly the 

light of glory, yet ceaſed they not to purſue him. He fled , and after he had for 

2whole night trauailled hard, thinking he was farre off, found himſclfe at the 

gztes of Milan, from whence he departed. Inthe end he was forced to yeald to 

the ſpirit of Almighty God, who gaue him ſuch euident tokens of his calling 

Needs muſt he vndergoe the charge he ſo conſtantly had refuſed , and where 

humane prudence looſeth it's ſight , we muſt ſuffer it toatrend the dire&ion 

of eternal prouidence, 


SECTION. IL 


A Short Elogy of the life and manners 
of Ss eAmbr oſe, 


==p Wil doc as Geographers , who put the whole world 
into a litle map. 1 intend to comprize in few 
6 g=Y; words , that which deſerueth a volume , and giue 
S— ou brietc table ofthe life and manners of thus great 
-&x ——\>- M1 | 
SR S. Ambroſe was a man, in whom it ſeemed vertue Rare endowmerſty 
| was incorporated , to make it-ſelfe viſible to mor. *faPrela, 
A tal eyes. Goodnefle , which commeth to others 
I by ſtudy , ſeemed hjs by nature , ſince he had con- 
; ſecrated his infancy by the ignorance of vice 
adwhitneſſe of þnocency. Others thinke it is il ro commur a finne,and with 
mit was a grea vice to omita vertue. When he tined inthe howſe of his fa- 
ther with his gohd ſiſter Marcellins, he attended to the pracize of vertuous 
«ions; they bothygyere as flint ſtones, which by proximity make the ſparcles 
lly:ſothe holy Main they vſedin the purſuit of good, enkindled the ſen« 
ſible apprehenſiondf God in their harts, by a mutual reuerberation, He went 
om this ſchoole as Samuel from the Tabernacle, to beare innocency to the 
Epiſcopal Throne, and there to receaue diguity. His life ſerued as arule, 
D his 


Exprefla ab Hilar. 


Arcl, 
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his example as atorch, his learning as an ornament, and his very ſilence as ap 
admonition, : AD 
1fyou regard the vertues, which ordinarily lay the fonndations of ſpirityy 
building, ſuch as are ſobriety and continency, Ambroſe vndertook faſts for ,. 
light, commonly cating bur once aday , and that with moderation) he tye, 
himſelfe to the one forthe loue of the Crofle, and admitted the other by yz 
of neceſlity.This exerciſe much ſerued him to conſcrue his purity, which mþ 
inuiolably he kept euen in the very courſe of ſecular life , as it was found in 
his priuate papers, where he very ardently begged of Almighty God , thathe 
would giue him grace to mainteyne in his Epiſcopal dignity the guitt of ch, 
ſity , which he had affoarded him in a ſecular lite. He daily roſc trom his beg, 
as the Phenix from herneſt , hauing no other flames , butthoſe of that grey 
ſunne which ſcorcheth Angels in Heaue, & the moſt Angelical harts on earth, 
From this temperance proceeded his admirable conuerlation, which gz. 
ncd al harts, and who ſo wel knew how to 1oyne the willome of the ſerpent 
with the ſimplicity of the doue, He was prudent with good men,ſharp again 
the practiſes of the wicked, yet crafty neuer, His diſcourſe came from hin 
with ſuch an Oeconomy , that the ignorant found inſtruction therin ; thecy, 
rious, light; the learned, ſolidity; the eloquent grace; the vicious, terrour;the 
vertuous, edification; the timerous, confidence; the afflicted, conſolation;g 
the whole world admiration, There was norhing idle in this man, al ſpakein 
him, al tended to praiſe-worthy actions; his ſtudy-was holy letters, his carets 
expreſſe in his manners what he had read in books ; he was prompt in 
which he did , and had but one hinderancein.the world , and thar was prayer, 
which he would neuer haue left, if diſcretion had not taught him to torkke 
God to find God, His intentions were moſt fincere , his negotiations honou. 
rable , his ſilence diſcreet, his words euer profitable , his hart ful of compli. 
ſion ; andalthough the eminency of his life raifed him aboue al men, yetthe 
ſweetneſle of his nature made him familiar with al ſuch as ſtood in need of 
his aſſiſtance, As much as his zeale made him terrible to thoſe who durſt con. 
trend with h s Maſter, ſo much his mildneſſe rendred him communicable to 
al the world: his exteriour emploiments nothing diminiſhed his interiou, 
nor did retirement for contemplation hinder the mannage of affaires. 
Neuer was he imperious, but to ſupport theEmpire of the Sauiour ofthe 
world. As heeleuated himſclfe towards Heauen when there was occaſionto 
defend the Church,ſo the humbled himſelfe to loweſt degrees, when he wasto 
condeſcend to humane infirmities. Honour alwaies ſeemed ro him the tribute 
of God, & whilſt he liued he conſtantly yealded it to his Maſter, without kee- 
ping ought els for himſelfe,but the burden of his miniſtery, His continualer 
erciſe was to inſtru Monarchs, exhort people, conuince heretikes, comfor. 
the afflicted, feed the hungry,cloath the naked, redeeme priſoners, entertaine 
pilgrimes,ſhew the way of ſaluatio to theerring,ſaue thedeſperate from ſhip- 
wrak,enflame the luke-warme , cheriſh the feruent , prouide for al thoſe who 
were vnder hischarge,and punctually to a& al the duties of his profeſſion, 
He thought al the miſeryes inthe world were properly his, & bewailcd them 
as his owne. He likewiſe accounted the good hap, comodity, 8 aduancements 
of his neighbour, were his owne riches & enablements, as if in one fole har, 
al the harts of the world were included. There was neither feed of Porter nt 
Pagein his howſ\e, to giue him notice of ſuch as would f ap with him, tot 
he was cuer expoſed to al commers , aswriteth S. Auguſtine. Euery-one ranne 
to him nordid any man thinkethe time long in his comgny ; ſuch pleaſur 
they tooke in his conuerſation, The needy who arued Mi howſe , well 
not away without relicfe. From the time he entred into office , It 
conſecrated his whole patrimony to the poore , giuing as it were al 


he had , without reſcruing ſo much as himſelfe, Although tranſitory gooss 
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anſumed , faith neuer is waſted, Faith ſerueth for almes, and almes faile 
ich, Theſe temporal aſſiſtances gaue paſſage to grace and ſpiritual vi- 
hich he endeauouredto ſweeten,as with oile,the yoak of Teſw Chriſt, & 
zdorne with vertue the ſoules of al his ſubie&s,as his owne hart, which was 2 
rye receptacle of charity, Neuer was man more beloued or feared then he; ſo 
vel did he Know to diſpence theſe two different affeftions. Euery man rcue- 
renced him as his Lord, and obſerued him as his father ; each man thought hs 
4 his country, kindred,and accommodations, where $. Ambroſe was. 


re cop! 
nor tO 12 


firs;by W 


foun 


Cn 


His gonernement, 


=p HE Eccleſiaſtical gouernemet of 8, Ambroſe is the rule 
——— of al the noble actions of the Clergy,as heertotore the 
= pl] {ic of the Sanctuary was the model of other coines, 
== I his great ma hath left ſuch an idza heerot in his wri= 
pl tings & manners , that the ſenſual findtherin how ro 
SA| conſider their end, the luke-warme wherewith to be 
S=| cnflamed, the imperfect to be corrected, andthe moſt 
$A perfect what they may daily learne.His faire ſoule was 
Y as the Ibis, a bird of &gypt , which buildeth her neſt jn 
the palmes. It was perpetually conuerſant in great contemplations, & had ng 
more impreſſions of the earth, then the ſupreme ſphere of celeſtial bodies, 
The principal Maxime on which he eſtabliſhed the perfection of his Ec 


ceſiaſtical life, was that which he afterward digeſted in writing, in the Epif. Epift. ad Trenguns, 
quz eſt ſecunda li. 


bri terti1 in ordine 


tle to Irene , wherof I haue ſpoken heertofore : Goe too Ambroſe ( ſayth he 
vithin himſclfe) behold ty ſelſe a Prieſt, and which is more, a Bithop. This condittonrequi- yioegma 


«6 ſo'er grauity, alienated frorch the manners of ordinary men; life wholy ſerious, weighty, The foundation of 
ad ſolid, in degree of ſingularity, 1t is a folly ro thimke the dignity of a Bishop confiſieth in the an. Epiſcopal life, 


xerciſe of ceremonies, on exteriour geflures in publik.e, How bal be be regarded by the people, 
pho bath nothing in his manners different from the people? What vvouliſt thou hgue the world 


pies of the moſt inſolent , and which bath nothing common with the workes of vyeake- Timm. 
mes, 

_ Following this rule, he in his hart deteſted the pracQtize of thoſe, who enter 

Into charge by ſiniſter wayes,and ſeeke after nothing therin bur exteriour lu. 

kre or temporal commodities : in ſuch ſort , that ſpeaking of ſuch a Prelat in 


thebooke which he compoſed of Epiſcopal dignity , he faith : (b) We behold (4)1.ib.dedionita« 


him with carnal eyes as a great Biſhop, and God with hiseyes, which cannot teſacerdor. c, x. 
and the ſoule 0c quidem carnae 
| libus vivietur quaſf * 
Epe[copus magn'«s, 
a a wh _ divinu obtutibus in- 
Itisno hard matter to perſwade a man to vertue, who belieues it to be his ſpicier quaſi leprofus 


principal buſincſſe. This ſage Prelar, hauing layd the foundations of good and magns. Caro ſuſte- 
pic dignitatem, &r a- 


de deceived , ſees him as a foule leaper. Fleſh rook the dignity , 
_ honeſty, Fleſh predominateth ouer people, and the ſoule is aſlauero 
welg. 


fincere intentions, applied hiraſclte ſo ro his charge, that day and night he ad- 


mitted no other thought. For leauing the mannage of houſehold affaires to his Core dt 
brother Satyrus , he addreſt himſelfe wholy ro Epiſcopal functions , which he populis, eh anima ſee 
exerciſed with ſo muchperteRion, induſtry, & readines, that Paulinus, an eye» wis Demoni. 


Witucfle of his actions ſaid, He did as much alone as fue other Biſhops, 
D 2 


Firſt, 


amirein thee, if it bobold nothing in thee aboue it«ſelfe, if 1t find its imper feftions there if after —— 


rhath blushed at one vice to which it is ſubic#t, it obſerue thou haſt placed it in the throne of gang, injolemium 
lignity with thee > Since needs 1 muſt be a Bishop (a) ler me ſeeke out alife free from the ton= inuiam«peribus ianp6s 


nima perdidit honefta« 
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Firſt , ſeeing he ſucceeded a man who had ſowne diſſention, he found it y,, 
very neceſſary often to preach Catholike verities, which he pertormed wit 
much fruit, but labour indefatigable. For comming trom the order of M1y;. 
ſtracy toEpiſcopal dignity , he muſt learne that , which his firſt profeſſiy 
neuer had taught him:& although he might in ſuch neceſlity hauc made yſey 
others labours, notwithſtanding he who prudently thought fit,that the 
&rine we teach ſhould bud inourharts, and take beginning 1n our inuentiog; 
to produce it with the more vrtility , put himſelte ſeriouſly tothe reading f 
Scriptures and holy Fathers that were of his time, to bring forth afterwargijz 

| his ſoule what he ſhould ſpeake and obſerue; for it was the counſel, which; 
(c) Collige de pluri- afterward gaueto Biſhop Conſtantius. Tou muſt ( ſaith hec) gather together 1), 
bus locis aquam quam water, which diſtilleth from the Prophets, as the clouds from many places, tothe end your lay 
eſſunduns nubes pro may be moiſined and watered with their familiar ſountaines. His preachings were ſolig 
——_ os pure, gently flowing,and ful of good inſtruions,and although, his diſcour; 
ſiicis irrigemr fonri- had much ſweetneſle 1n it , yet had he not ſo ſuck'd hony from thoſe ber; 
bus. which courted him in his cradle , that he reteined not their ſtings, A natyr 
Lib. z, cpiſt, 1 roo flexible reſſembleth the aire, which as ſoone giueth place to beggersy 
Caeſars; and as there is nothing more inſupportable in a charge then a ſir 
opinionatiue, ſonothing is more fruitlefſe then a weather-cock, who turneth 
with euery wind, and hath no other direction, butthe paſſions of al thoſethy 
neereſt approach him.s. Ambroſe endeauoured to cure al the world, as muchy 
he might poſlibly , with (weetnefſe, mixing oft-tymes his owne teares with 
thoſe of his penitents : but if he met with obdurate and rebellious harts, je 
* took vpon him a merueilous predominancy both of auttfority and eloquice 
[4) ct 9071 WY to tame vice and diſarmeinlolence, Conſtantine (d) a great Phiſitian obſcruet, 
—_ de qut- that it is not good to fecd thoſe with hony or milke , who are dangerouſy 
: wounded; for ſeldome by this courſe is death eſcaped.Our great Biſhop mate 
the like indgemeftit vponthe maladiesof the ſoule, and neuer bent himlelfety 
cheriſh by ſupple indulgences, thoſe harts which he ſaw to be viceredyit 
any malice, His admonitions were not vpon idle diſcourſes, for they wer 
ſeen to be waited on with good effects , and as it were a general reformatia 
in al orders. | 

(e) Reformation (e) He began to meaſure the Temble by the Sanuary : for eſteeming thi 
of the Clergy. the finewes of words are laudable examples, he endeauoured to make a goul 
Clergy, tqſcrue as a mirrour for the Laity, The waters of 1ordan heertofare 
offered homage to the fcer of Prieſts , becauſe they bare the Arke on their 
ſhoulders.There is not any thing that giues not way to a good Eccleſiaſtile, 
who caryeth ſanity in his hart; his words are thunder-claps, when his lifeis 
thelightning. Behold why this great Saint deſired nothing ſo much , as roſe: 
the houſe, not of Ceſ«r,bur of Ieſus, free both fro crime 8& ſuſpicio of it. About 
al he ſtrone to extirpate two.plagues, fatal and opoſit enemies of al ſand, 
auarice and Juſt;not only deſiring the Prieſts of his Diocefle ſhould haue chal 
bodies, but innocent hands alſo, and not coyetuous to draw ſuperfluitiesto 
their condition of life, He voluntarily bred them in pouerty and frugality,s 
inthe firſt manſion from whece the glory of the primitiue Church proceeded, 

wel knowing the augmentation of riches doth not equally increaſepiety. 
One would not belicue what choice he made in Eccleſiaſtical preferments, 
euentothe refuſing many times of ſome , who had been very much recomet 
ded vnto him, and had nothing to giue occaſion of reiefion , but ſome pett 
yncomelineſſe ingeſture or exteriour parts;that alone offended the eyes ofs, 
Ambroſe, who was not willing to ſee any thing bur luſtre in his Clergy. Anda 
though ſuch things ſeemed idle to many, yet was he no whitin his judgement 
deceaued;for hauing one day diſmiſſedtwo for one ſole leuity in their gate,ie 
found they afrerward made ſhipwrak of faith, andalready diſcouered the vi 

conſtant perfidiouſnes of their mind, inthis wanton action of their wy” * 
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where reaſons could not auayle he employeda ſeuere cenſure, hianing nore- Gerontius chaſt- 


exrd to exteriour ſemblances , when there was occaſions to chaſtiſca crime. Zed, 
Witnefle one Gerontius,, who liued in Milan vnder his rule,aman of aſpirir moſt 
pregnant, and curious beyond his profeſſion, who was not contenteg to ſeeke 
into the ſecrets of phyſike , and exceſſiuely endeauour to poliſh his rongue, 
which was very poignant,but he deſcended to ſome folly of nigromicy.Now 
thisman hauing an itch of ſpeach , & eſpecially of al , that which he thought 
might make fot his aduantage, vanted inſome company that he one nighthad 
taken one Onoſcelides,that is to ſay aDiucl, who appeared to him with the legs 
ofan afſe, & that he had ſhaued him, and led him tothe mil: whether it were 
thar he in effe& had ſeen ſucha ſpectre, his braine being already much diſpo- 
ſedro illuſions, or whether ir were through vaniry and impolture,that he boa- 
ted himſelfe of what he had not done, as it oftetymes happenethto ſuch kind 
ofmen,who make tropheys of great crimes, whillt it raiſerhthem in the opi- 
nion of the world aboue the ordinary ſort. Theſe words being relatedtoS, 
amiroſe , he very ſharply reprehended him, and impriſoned him in his owue 
houſe, inioyning ſundry penances for expiation of this fault, moſt vnworthy 
of a Deacon of the Church of Milan , ſuch as he was, He who was notcapable 
of ſuch a remedy, fled, and went to Conſtantmople, with intention to diſgraceS, 
ambroſe, which he did as muchas poſſibly he might, There by the ſoft inſinua- 
tionof his wit, ioyned toan incredible vaine tartle, inſtead of ſeeking our 2 
wholeſome play ſter for his vicers, he couered the with cloath of gold,in ſuch 
fort that through the fauour of great-ones, whom he had gained, he was pre. 
ferred to the Biſhoprike of Nicomedia, $, Ambroſe cttectually wrote to Nedtarius, 
dicoueringthe impoſtures of this man,and beſeeching him tor the honour of 
the Church and his owne proper intereſt, he would not ſuffer that Epiſcopal 
Seeto be defiled with ordures that aſtoniſhed heauen and earth.. Netarius em 
ployed al his power 1n this affaire, deſiring bothto diſc harge his owne con- 
ſcience and oblige the Biſhop of Milan : but he tound this Impoſtour had by 
his charmes got ſo much fauour , that roremoue him was very diſhcult, The 
glory heerof was reſcrucd for s. loby Chryſoftome , who afterward remoued 
him , as ſoone as he was preferred to the dignity of Patriarch of Canſtan- 
twople, 

Behold the ſcuerity this great Paſtour vſed inthe inſtitution of his Clergy: 
& as he ſaw that good Religious men & women ſerued for a great ornament 
ofthe Church, ſo he tooke a moſt particular care ro entertaine them, and ma- 


nurethem as worthy plants of the garden of the Church, Neuer could hereſt Religious cheri2 
tilheſaw a Monaſtery erected inthe ſuburbs of Milan, where many holy per. shedby S. Ambros 


ſonages dedicated themſclucs to a ſolitarylite,to performe on carth what the {©- 
Angels doe in Heauen. As for Virgins who tooke the vcile irrenocably ta 
conſecrate their virginity to leſw Chrfl, he trained them vp in the Church, 
with ſo much ſtudy, feruour, and zeale, that we cannot imagine more. For he 
dedicated tothem the firſt fruitsot his labours , writing in their fauour the 
books of Virginity , which he compoſed inthe firſt yeare of his charge, in 2 
moſt louriſhing and elabourate ſtile; where to ſhew the reſpe& he bareto 
this profeſſion, he ſpake theſe words vnto them: 


My boly Daughters, it is not yet three yeares ſince | vndertooke this charge, and you know Excellent ſpeaches 
from whence 1 w as drawne, and the ſmal time giuen to diſpoſe me to ſo weighty a burden: not- to virgins, : 


wihſtanding, 1 affoard you the firſt fruits of my ton gue, ſince I baue learned more in Jour man- 
ri then in book es, The flowers which grow tm my diſcourſes , come ſrom your garden, 1t is 
nr preceprs for Virgins, but examples drawne from the life of Virgins. Tour manners hang brea- 
thed 4 certame grace into my ſoule, and 1114) ſay , that al that which my endeauour bath of 
good odour init, s deriued from your prayers. For who am I but 4 barren thorne ? But God;who 


beertofore ſpake to Moyles among thornes, wil now t06.sy ſpeake by my month, 
| | BD ; His 
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(f) Fic waflo, atibs His Sermons and books had ſo much effe&, that Virgins came from the 
per unteo: ſs ina eft,a- vtmoſt limits of Chriſtendome to be veiled at Milan ; which s. Ambrc ſe [ceing 
"1 rraftemus wt 8 he could not wonder enough that he perſwaded virginity where he was nor jr 
ti; perſuadeamue ot being in his power ſufficiently to multiply it, according to his deſire ; 
Lib. 1.dz Virgini- 5 y 5 z10 
"ny places where he reſided (f). 
eAtleftpiſ-ator Bono- He cauſed the Biſhop of Bolognato come vnto him, led on by the ſame ſj. 
nienfis , apts ad hec rjt ag himſelfe ,to aſſiſt in thisdeſigne , of whom he one day ſaid in ful afſen, 
Piſcanit gens: by: (g) Behold the fisher of the Church of Bologna , fit for this ſort of ysh 3, Lord affuay 
Da Domine piſces qui j þ Fe And heed he Bran 
dediſti adiutores, © F%) » fince you bane giuen vs coadinutours, And confideringthat ſome murmured x 
theſe his proceedings, as it the world ſhould inſtantly faile by this meanes, hg 
ſhewed in a moſt eloquentSermon, that no one had cauſe of complainteyther 
maryed or vamaryed; the maryed, becauſe they had wiues , not virgins: the 
vnmaryed, becauſe they ſhould find ſufhcient;and that the carnal, who oppe. 
ſed virginity vnder pretext of multiplication,reſfiſted by this meanes the ch. 
ſtity of mariages,where cotinency is often-rimesexerciſed,cuen by neceſſity; 
as for the reſt , we are not to beliene the world wil be ruined through Virgi. 
nity : For admit it ſhould faile, it wouldeuer be amatter more honourable 
for it to decay by vertue , then concupiſcence. But it is ſo much otherwiſe 
ſaid he , that we ſhould lay hold of that, which weſee by experience in the 
Churches of Africa and Alexangria, where there are molt yirgins, they hauethe 
greateſt number of men, | 
This employment nothing leſſened the aſſiſtances, which he affoarded for 
the inſtracion of thoſe who liuedin an ordinary courle, 
ch)Super Ws | M (b) Aboue al he endeauoured to root hereſies out of their harts,and certaine 
24046 i taken Cvſtomes of Gentiliſme, which eaſily ſtole in by contagion into the houſesef 
away. the faithful. Among other things , there was a Pagan guiſe much praGtizeda 
Milan and other places of chriſtendome, which was, to celebrate the firſt day 
of the yeare with ryots and diſorders:a matter much reſſenting the Bacchand, 
He ſo cut off this abuſe by his greatauthority , that of a day prophaned with 
ſo much ſenſuality , he in few yeares made it among Chriſtians a day ofpe. 
nance & faſting:which for ſome ſpace afterward was obſerued inthe Church, 
vntil ſuch time as the memory of the ſuperſtitions of Gentiliſme was wholy 
extin&, Others entertained this fooliſh beliefe,that when the moone wasec. 
clypſed,ſhe ſuffered much through the perſecution of il Angels, who thenen. 
deauoured to exile her ; & therefore they went out of their hanſes with may 
pannes & cauldrons,making aloud noiſe to diſſolue,as they Taid,the deligne 
which euilSpirits had againſt the moone. The ſage Paſtour made an exprefl 
homily againſt this ſuperſtitzon,wherin he much confounded thoſe who were 
infected herewithal, Moreouer,it being a cuſtome very ancient, 8 introduce 
by the Apoſtles,to make in Churches,which then were the houſes of the taith- 
ful, 4gpes,that is to ſay bankets of charity in fauour of the poore, this by litle 
andlitle was changed into liberties vnworthy of Chriſtianity. For ſenſuality 
had got ſuch ground, that ſtifeling charity in this a&ion,it rather ſeemed als 
crificetothe belly,then an a of piety.s. Ambroſe aboliſhed al theſe rits,& cut 
off ſuch abuſes euen inthe leaſt root, that it was neuer ſeen againe to ſproutin 
the Chuch. $. Auguſtine incited by his example, praQized the like in A frice, and 
afterward cauſedthe decree tobe inſerted in the third Conncel of Carthage. 
Inthe proportionthat he extirpated vice, he planted ſolid vertues init 
harts of the faithful , whom he ordinarily entertained with theſe enſuing 
ſtrucions, counſelling other Biſhops to doe the like.(i) Firſt he ſought ind 
places to forme in minds a ſtrong imagination of the preſence of God, vawl 
ling that Chriſtian vertues ſhould be petty hypocriſies, guided by the natural 
extent of humane reſpec, bur rather intentions wholy celeſtial ; and for that 
cauſe he ſayd: (k,) If any man be alone , let him regard himſelfe more then an) others 
the world, 
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(1) Secondly ſeeing the inordinate deſire of riches was a petty apoſtacy (1 Couetouſnes 
of faith, and root of al diſorders,he very often did beat onthis anuile,labou- + 6s — 
4 4 ! 'nlga ener, 
:ing by al ſort of good endeauours to withdraw harts from the loue of earth, ,,.} ..; x. 
char he might rayſe them to heauen. Among other things, you haue theſe re: jum 5 wirg hu 45: 
excellent words 1n the epiſtle to Conſtantius: (m) To enivy much, ts to baue a great 9#'1i axybulant , ſed 
burden : Great riches are 4 vaine oſtentation ; the indifferent , for vſe. We are al Pilgrims in Xl " 2 i que wag 
. - . . - ranſeas dapiett nihi 
ths life; al the bufines is not in going, perfection conſijteth in a ready paſſge,To what pwepoſe ,1,,uz, ni = PPS 
te you ſo torment your ſelfe with the deſire of boarding ? Be wiſe, and you sbal haue ſufficient. ti incongruy Quo- 
4 vertuous ma thinks nothing is witbout him but ſinne.W bereſoeuer be ſers bis foot be findes cungue acceſrer, ſ14 
;Kingdome. Al the world belongerh to him, becauſe be vſeth al the world as bis owne. > fe T6 STINE 
1n che third inſtance he made ſharp warre againſt the ambitions and vani. )£7"” c=__ : 
ties of the time, diſpoſing minds as much as he couldto Chriſtian humility picur. Epiſt.ad 
by this maxime : (#) The greateſt k nowledge in the world is wel to att your part 1 It Confſtantium, 
:nporterh not in what condition of life we are, ſo that we diſcharge our conſcience , and the = — 

: (It intereſ1e 1n que 
luty of 047 places, Wo muſt ſo vſe the matter , tha ur manners ma) recommend our cots g,,, quis ſe probabi- 
ltion , 41d not deriue taeir worth from our dignities, © : OO lempreſidies, ſed it 

In the fourth place, he vſed infinit care t& maintaine coniugal chaſtity in «Fc finem bonori, , vs 
the lines of the maried, oftentimes ſhewing by pregnant reaſons, that luſt 9##%que 9uis farn 
f foal ted : provareuy.1llud prg- 
(o was a fire, which burnt the garment of the {oule, and waſted mountaines cipnk, 25 ancglbim—s 
. . . Ki » e 
ento the borome, And becauſe brauery is ordinarily the neſt where diſho- cones 2+ far, 
neſty harcheth, he couragiouſly oppoſed profuſcneſſe inthat kind, vſing ſharp quam ſtar mores, 
reprehenſions againſt women, vayne & difſolute in attyres. One day amongſt (5) Euxurie. 


; . : -0 (p) Excctlc in ap- 
the reſt he proued they wereas ina perpetual priſon, loaden with puniſh- varrel, Han 


nents, codemned by their owne ſentece.(p)Ir 1s pity (ſaith he) ro ſee 4 woman, c,,., «<5fringipcnch 
that bath pon the one part 4 great chayne about ber neck, and on the other gumes about her ped:s compes inc udir, 
ft. What matter is it whether the body be charged with gold or iron , if the neck be alike _ —_ aro cor- 
. , p EeVELrUrY a 
lowed vader 4 yoaky , and the gate bindred ? The price of your bands ſerues for no vſe , but to b ackead = " 
ginej0u cauſe to feare your torments, Miſerable that you are , who condemne your ſelaes by yay inceſm; nie. 
Jour owne proper ſentence ; Yea more miſerabis then criminals, ſor theſe deſire nothing but hil pretis iuuat , niff 
their owne {th+7ty, and you lowe your captiuity, quod vos mulieres ne 
In the end, he much recommended charity,iuſtice, gouernment of the ton. St — ah 
eve, flight from 1] company , and modeſty inal de portments whence it came roam, 
to paſſe, that he wrot thoſe admirable books of Offices, which ſet our al veftrs vor damner? 
Chriſtian verrues with an eminent luſtre, The good Prelat was in his Biſhop- Hinc wes etiam miſe- 


prick , as the Pilot in the ſhip , the ſoule in the body , the ſunne in the world, rabiliores quam qui 
; publico iure danazrury 


bouring inal kinds, and hauing no other repole, but the viciſſitude of tra- quod ill; oprant exwi, 


uailes, vo: ligari, Lib, 1,de 
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SECTION 


His combats , and firſt againſt Gentiliſme, 


I V. 


T is 'time now that we behold our {ſtrong Gyant enter Euidentdanger of 
into the liſt againſt monſters ; for armed with weapons of Cliſtcadome, 
light, he enterprized ſundry. battailes agaiuſt Sects, vices, 

and the: powers of darkneſſe, which ſought ro preuatle. I 

wil beginne his proweſle by the encounter he had with Sym- 

machus, Gouernour of the City of Rome, who endeauoured by 


iseloquence and credit, to readuance the prophane ſuperſtitions of Genti- 
lime This combat was not ſmal, nor lefſe glorious for the memory of S.Am- 
hoſe, with him that wil wel conſider it : the danger was Very great, tor the 


name 
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name and defigne of Iulian the Apoſtara, as yet lined in the minds of mayy 
men of quality,and of maligne fpirits, who had conſpired with time to fig, 
Chriſtianity, making corrupt and imaginary Deities toreenter into the py, 
ſeſſion of the world. This Symmachw was the Enſigne-bearer , a ſubtilemy 
wel ſpoken, and of great authoriry ; to whom the Emperours had cauſed 4 
golden Statue to be erected with thetitle of The Prime man of the Empire, byhijy 
reputation , wiſedome , and eloquence : and for that cauſe he promiſed himſelfe j, 
had power enough to ſer God and the Diuel vpon one and the ſame Altar yi; 
practized to diguiſe Pagan Religion by his artifices, drawing it from th, 
ordures and brutiſhnes therof chanted by Poets,to giue it aquite other face 
and repreſent it witha maske , which he had framed our of ſundry Philo, 
phers vnder theraigne of Iulian, to render ir the lefſe odious, And ſeeingth 
times fauoured him, by reaſon that'after the death of Gratian, a moſt Chyj. 
ſtian Prince, Valentinian,wvho was an infant vnder the guardianſhip of an Jyy 
mother, held the ſterne of the Empire, he reſolued therefore to fiſh jn, 
troubled water, and by ſurreprion obteined certaine Edids in fauour gf 
Paganiſme, againſt which $, Ambroſe framed moſt powerful oppolitions, Tyj] 
render you heer the two pleadings in thoſe termes they were pronounced ty 
confront the babble of a Polititian with the eloquence of a Saint. 

The vnderitanding Reader ſhal heer obſcrue two molt rich peeces ofele. 
quence, which I haue rendred rather as an Oratour then atranſlatour,to give 
them the luſtre they deſerue. I am deſirous you may ſee in the Oration of 
$ymmachus , what a bad conſcience can doe, which hath eloquence to diſguiſ 
truth,and how we muſt euer judge of men rather by their workes thentheir 
words. 


———————— 


_ 


— 


The Oration of Symmachus to Theodoſiuus and Ualentinian 
the Yonger , for the eAltar of Vittory , exerciſe 
of Pagan Religion , and reuenew 


of Ueſtals, 


ACRED MAIESTIES. 


Note that he feig- | (yy 
nethTheodofius as wg N'y HE 
preſent,who knew Ix ST O ſoone as this ſoueraigne Court , wholy poſſeſſed by you , hut 
nothing what had (| 18g F ſeen vice ſubdued by lawes , and that you through your pit! hai 
DJ & 14zed out the memory of paſſed troubles , it hath tak.en vponittit 
authority , which the fauour of this bappy Age bath affoarded,an 
diſcharging the acerbities long tyme retamed vpon the bart theres; 
® hathonce againe commanded me to bring you it's complaints nt 
ſolemne Embaſſage. | 
Thoſe that wish vs not wel , haue bitherto bereaued vs of the honour of your andiend, 
therby to depriue vs of the effe of your iuſtice. But I now come t0 acquit te of v0 hl 
gations ; the one as Gouernour of the Citty, the other as Embaſſadour : As Gonernou | 
4 work which concerneth the Weal-publike ; and as Embaſſadour I preſent you the ſupp 
cations of your moſt humble ſubiefts, 
Diſſentions we haue no more amongſt ys , for the opinion is ceaſed, that one to becomt 4 
great States-man, muſt be particular in his opinions. 
The greateſt Empire which-Monarcþs may cniop,is t6 raigne in the loue and eſtimations 
their ſubietts : ſoisit alſo a matter imtollerable m thoſe that gouerne the State, to nourub the 
diuiſions to the hurt of the publike , and eſtablish their credit ypon the loſſe of the Prins 
reputation. 


paſled, 


BY 


Al the Pagan Se- 
natours apreed 
not before vpon 
this Embaſſage. 


We att 


Without 
for our « 
which y 
the : 
wiTrtal 
arges 
tterngal 
{ew the 


[9] [tifle 
Ne Pol. 
e Man, 
ſed 
 buth ly 
elfe he 
tar. He 
m the 
T face 
Uloſg. 
ngthe 
Chr: 
1 Ana 
h in; 
Our of 
, Iil 
Ced,to 


of elo. 
O glue 
10n of 
i{puiſ 
their 


14 


4, bat 
fy haut 
mitth! 
led,ond 
theres, 
ifs 186 


(drentd, 


yo oblt 
BY. 


ſoppir 
recom 4 


ation Y 
3þ then 
Prin 


Yo att 


THE PRELAT. | 3, 


We are farre diſtant from thoſe imaginations ; for al our care perpetually watcheth for 
ur intereſt , and for that cauſe we defend the decrees of our Anceſtours , the rites of our 
Country , and faral happineſſe tbero f , as a thing which concerneth the glory of Jour age ,to 
which you gaue 4 new luſtre, when you publikely proteſted neuer to enterprize any thing vpon 
ftomes ttablished by our Anceſtours. 

Behold wherefore we moſt bumbly beſeech you to reſtore the Religion , which ſo long bath 

eſerued this Empire, 1 'f we wil remember thoſe Princes vuder whom we baue liued, though 
inided in Sefts and opinions , we shal find ſome haue reteyned the Religion of therr Ance- 

urs, the other not reiedtedit. And if authority of the dead ſuffice not to giue vs example of 
what we 5vould doe , at the leaſt let vs take it from the diſumulation of the lining , whoin 
tllerating ancient ceremonies haue d:ſcouered they had no purpoſe to condemne them. 

We at this preſent require the Altar of the Goddeſſe Victory may be reſtored to vs, 
thereon to offer our ſacrifices. 1s th-re any man in the world ſuch a freind to the Barbarians 
ar evemies , who wil oppoſe this deſigne ? The experience of paſſed tymes reacheth vs wiſdome 
for the future, It is tme we auoyd (6 many dreadful prodrgies which menace vs , and at laſt 
jrald the honour to the name of Victory , which we haue denyed tout's Diamity. Victory, 
1 Sred Maieſties , hath already powerfully tyed you , and wil yet much more oblige you, 1t 
#4 work for the wicked, who neuer baue had experience of it's benefits, to hate the honours 
thereof: bur your worth cannot chooſe but adore that , which ſerues as a fauourable ſupport 
fu your eriumphs, 

Victory is a Diuinity that bath her Altars charged with vowes of the whole world. The 
manis moſt vngrate ſul, who wil dishonour that which he proſeſſeth to deſire ; and were it 
wt an 4th1on of inſt1ce to affoard veneration where ut ts due, yet ought we not to be deprived 
of the ornaments of our Senate. 

Suffer onr old age , moſt Sacred Maieſties , toleaue to poſterity the Religion receyued from 
ur Anceſtors, when we were as yet in our infancy. The loue of ancient rites is a merutilous 
te, The Enaperour Conſtans , who would haue cutitoff , therem loſt bis labour, leauing an Conſtans the fone 
example to others ro decline ſeuerity, which norhing auayled bim. We who are much affected -——— the 
nike eternity of your Name and Diuinity , muſt ſo vſe the matter , that the ſucceeding Ages , 

n find nothing which requires alteration in your actions, 

Where 5hal we bereafter ſweare to your lawes and commands , when we shal find al the 
IItars demolished? Who hal ſerue as  terrour to the perfidious to arreſt their falſehood, if they 
wlonger apprehend the Druinities , which chey in forgoing time reuerenced? We are not igno- 
nt that al this great Vniuerſe is filled with the preſence of God, and that there is no place of 
ſmegerd for perjuries : Jet is it 4 Matter moſt important to repreſſe the liberty of crimes by 
th 1ifible preſence and markes of an ancient Religion, This Altar of Viory is the knot of 
ur concord , and che manſion of publike faith, al that which gineth authority to our Decrees, 

,thar we pronounce the after we haue ſworne fidelity vpd Altars:and sbal we then without 

liference prophane an Altar ſo Religious , where we at other times haue taken oath, and 

pophane ic ynder the raigne of Princes , who more entruſt the ſecurity of their perſons on c | 
t ſaith of their ſubie&s then force of their armes ? But the Emperour Conltans is ſayd ro 1 Ke - ; pri wa 
hae shewed the way thereof. Why doe we imitate in a Prince who hath ſo many. other per- =—_ \for ___ 
ſltions, that, which bath worſt ſucceeded with him , and which be neuer had done , if good cauſc he ſpeaketh 
fmtune had made bim ſee another to miſcarry before bim? The faults of a predeceſſour are nor Warily- 

mprefitable to 4 ſucceſſour, who from them wil derine proſſit:and oft-times a man layes the 

þft ground of his yertues on the vices of another. 1t happened, that this good Emperour fore- 

ſov not the diſcontent which would ariſe from this action , the matter being as yet new and 

nithour precident : we who now h.ae other knowledges then he, cannot haue the like excuſes 

ſm our errours, Tour Maieſtyes shal find in this Prince aftions enow worthy of imitation, 

wich you may purſue with more glory and leſſe enuy. Neither did be cur away any thing 

the privile4ges of Veſtal Virgins,be replenished the Temples and miniſteries of the Gods im- 

wrtal with Nobility , and was willing coyne should be taken from bis coffers, to defray the 

barges of ancient ceremonies, Comming toRome he marched through al the ftreers of this 

ſternal City, accompanied with his Senate,moft glad to behold him : with a fauourable eye be 


ſow cho Temples, which bare the ticles of our Guds on their foreheads; be enquired the original 
of their 


A ſubtile jinfinua< 
tio of Sy mmachus, 
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of their goodly buildings , and applauded the founders. And though be were of ax, 
afferent from ours, yet was be not deſirous ro make his piety triumph in the extinguihy,y, 

Maximes of a ®©/ that of our Anceſtours, He preſerued for the Empire it's ancient cuftomes , wel knggy, 

Pagan. that in matter of Religion each man bath bis opinion, bis rites, and ceremonies; al which 7eguni 
freedome, 

He ſpeaketh as = The ſpirit of God , which gouerneth this great world , bath diſtributed it's proteftony; , 

_ of eur) Citty; and as Heauen bath giuen vs ſoulcs, ſo it euery-where decreeth certay 

= Geniuses and fatal powers for the gouernment of mortals , which oblige vs to regard thin 
more by the profit we deriue from them , then any other conſideration. Al the reaſons wi; 
we beer below haue of the Diumnity are obſcure, and we cannot know God better thenin jj 
bencfirs,in the memory,and experience of proſperities from him derined, 

If antiquity be of power to giue any weight to a Religion , why Shal we not mainteque 
faith eftablished by ſo many Ages ? Why $hal not we follow the ſteps of our fathers, wiy 
haue ſo happily ſucceeded their grand-fathers ? Propoſe to your ſclues , that Rome arihy 

| time preſents u-ſelfe before your eyes, and in theſe termes ſpeaketh to you: 

Subtiic diſcourſes, O moſt excellent and 1u {t Princes, who are the true Fathers of the Country , haue regrd 
ro the old age wherevnto1 am ariued, in purſuing the piety of my founders : giue me lequy 
exerciſe the ancient ceremonies, ſince they are not ſuch as 1 ought to repent my [elſe of,and ty 
pratliſe my ordinary guizes , ſince liberty is the mheritance of my birth, The Religion of whid 
You would bereaue me, is that which hath vanquished the world, that which bath chſi 
Hannibal farre from my vvals, and driuen the Gaules from my Capitol, Haue I then bee 
preſerued among ſo many armies and perils,to be novy at this day disbonoured by my children? 
Haue 1 then giuen Lavy to the yyhole yyorld , to receyue it in my elder dayes from ſmyl 
IT bermen? I yet doe not k novy vybat they vvil teach me, but 1 vvel ynderſt and the contin 
of old age muſt needs be heauy, and in much danger alſo to become the more ignominiop, | 
honour the Gods of my Fathers, the Gods of my birth; 1 beg peace of them, vvil any manteah 

 meought els? 1 think, after vve haue vyel diſputed,vye shal find vye haue al but one andihy 

Dangerous max1- ſame God, but that yve honour bim vnder ſundry titles, We alliue ſubie} eo tbe ſame ſtan, 

nondyerts 2 «c ve al are conered vvith the ſame Heauen, inuolued al in the ſame vvorld; let vs ſuffer ey 

Phulaſirius de bere- neto ſeeke out truth according to his poore induſtry. God is a great ſecret : it is no yyouly 

ſiru, if vve endeauour to find bim by ſo many diuerſe vvayes. 

But 1 leaue the diſputation hereof to thoſe who bane more leaſure then1 : I come mth 
giue a battaile, but to preſent you with our bumble prayers. 1 would willingly know whethe 

IF Jour Maieſties coffers baue been througbly filled ſince the ſmal reuenwes haue been takgn ſun 

Veſtal virgins. hoſe poore Veltals, which before they enjoyed ? They ſee themſelues fruſtrated sf th 
recompences,which the moſt auaricious Emperours haue decreed them, and in ſo great alibett 
lity of your Maicſties , whuk enricheth al the world , they alone haue cauſe to complaints 

neceſſity. | DE 

Mouing wordes. It is net gayne, which leadeth them, but the honour to receyue the wages due to tbein ch 
frity. 1c is to violate the holy veyles, which attyre their heads, to depriue them the ordina) 
priniledges of their profeſſion. The poore maids aske nought elſe of you but a bare title of pt 
7ogatiue, 5 their great pouerty bath freed them from ſurprixe of therr enemies : for nakedſe 
is that alone which violence cannot diſarray.The more you haue cut off from their priviledges, 
ſe much the more haue- you robbed them of the honour of their charges, ſince their virgui 
whuh is yowed to publike ſafety, hath ſo much the more merit, as it findeth the leſſe rev 
pence. God forbid your treaſures which are moſt mnocent, shoxld be defiled with prey drawit 
from the Veſtals, The revenewes of good Princes ſtil encreaſe , rather from the ſpoile oft 
mies then loſſe of Prieſts. There is no gayne can recompence the wrong done them by l8 
decree. The further off your diſpoſitions are eſtranged from al manner of auarice, ſo wudbti 
more is their condition miſerable , ſince they behold themſelues ſo tormented ynder ſuch gred 
clemency, and fruſtrated of a happineſſe , which they cannot looſe but with bonour, Fo! wer 
they deſpoiled by Harpyes, we should deplore their miſery in the compaſiion we take of that 
nnocency : but the world, which ſceth them deprined of their fortunes ynder Emperow' 
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THE PRELAT: - _— 


Poſeſiions bequeathed to virgins by the laſt Wil of thoſe, whodeceaſed in the deyotion the J, 
bare to their Temples, are ſtil withheld: I banbly beſeech you, o ſacred Pontifes , who ſit in 
the place 0 finſtice, why would you make yoid the publike Keligion of your Empire with the 

ccef108 of a particular ? Let dying men make their Wils with al ſecuntty ; ſuffer them to 
jepart with this beliefe , that they haue Princes not couetous, who wil mainteyne what the 'y 


galbequeath in leaning the world,of their abilities, It is your bonour andcontentement , to 


eſuch 4 happineſſe in the ſtate which you manage, 4nd likewiſe ro deliver dying men from 


te diſturbances they may bane vpon the nullity of their Teſtaments. Is there any thing in the 
world chat more concerneth the Roman right, then the Roman Religion ? How would you 
have the change of property to be called, made ypon moneys, which their nature nor the lavves 
haue not put into the condition of vuclaymed and perishable goods ? Legacies are permitted tg 
fred men, lanes are not denyed the petty profits giuen them by Wils,1s there none but virgins, 
ud thoſe virgins ſo noble, yea virgins vowed to the exerciſe of Ceremonies, fatal for preſer-= 
utton of thts Empire , muſt be depriued the poſſeſions, which come to them by lawful wayes 
of inheritance? 


What auayleth them to conſecrate the chaſtity of their bodies to publing ſafety, fo lay the Symmachus mag- 
fundation of an eternity for this Empire on the ayd of their prayers, to tye to your ſtandards, = ye 
c 


urarmes, and your Eagles,the fuuour of heauenly aſiſtances,to preſent vawes powerful ſor 
the whole world, and be bereaued the rights that are denied tone man ? 1t wil hcerafter be 
beter to ſeruo men then Gads, ſince we deſirous to make our Empire religious, make it vn= 
aeſul, 
_ che ſole cauſe of the Veſtals which I plead, it is that of al humane kind for the 
bhomar of their profeſſion is the ſource of al our euils. The law of our fore-fathers bath 
hmoured theſe holy maids,and al theſe that are vowed to Altars, with ſome [mal reuenew, and 
ſme ver) juſt priuiledges. This bath ener been for them mainteyned, vnul new ordinances 
wremade by ſome Bankers , who degenerating from the care of thetr Anceſtours , haue em- 


th the 
ſtals, 


pljed the reuenwes dedicated to virginity on the extertainement of certaine Porters, From Faming; 


tence conſequently came that great dearth, the effett wherof the whole world bath felt, 
where leane harueſts haue deceyued the hopes of euery Proumce, Let vs not accuſe the earth 
of thi diſaſter, for it is innocent : Let vs not quarel againſt beauen , forit is inſt : Let vs nor 
amplaine the worme hath gnawn the eare of corne , or wild oates haue chaaked the fruits of 


tieeerth : Our ſacriledges baue made the yeare drouthy,and good reaſon it were, the whole - 


wild sþould be fruſtrated of 4 benefit it hath taken from Religian, Were there any example 
four ynkappineſſ- in former cimes , we might ſay this ſame happened by & certaine reuvlu- 
tun of jeares, fatal in ſuch accidents. But where 5hal we find any thing like to this m the 
uſed ages? Where sbal we find a ſterility ſo knotted together by the malignity of the ayre? 
Wiere sbal we find that the people bath been enforced to haue recourſe to wild plants and 
aornes of the forreſt Dodonia, to ſatisfy their iunger? 

When did our Fathers euer behold a ſpeacle ſo cruel , whilſt they cherished the miniſters 
if keligion at tÞ charge of the publikg 2 When did they eur sbak.s okes but for dogs When 
bd they ever pul hearbs vp by the roots to feed men ? When dud the fields , which for the moſt 
pat accuſtomed enterchangeably to reſt, as it were on purpoſe, faile in one and the ſame yeare? 
Hath this bees when the people sared their proviſions with the Veſtal Virgins? Liberality 
Wd towards Prieſts graced the yeares reuenews , and it rather ſeemed a1emedy againſt bar- 
rmeſe, then 4 largeſſe of piety, Now Godin the neceſity of each one auengeth the detention 
fabenefit, which he would haue common ſor al the world. 

Some one wil ſay , it is no wonder , if we refuſe to entertayne a ſtrange Religion at the 
urge of the publike. God forbid your Mateſties should thinke the renenwes , which were 
Keetefore ordeyned for the Veſtals by che Common-wealth, showld at this preſent be ſummed 
«the coyne of the Weale-publike. 

4s the Common=wealth is compoſed of particulars, ſo bath it no more right ouer donatines, 
then it bath on particular perſons. Tour ſelues , who gouerne al, preſerue for each one what 
4pertaines to him, and would baut iuſtice extend it-ſel fe further then your power. Conſult, 


ours 8) {jou pleaſe, with your magnificence, and it wil tel you, that what you hitherto bane giuen ro 
(iſo þ many particulars , is no more 4 publikg good, for the guifts are ng longer theirs who 
gfe | 
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36 THE HOLY COVRT. Part. 2. 
beſtowed them , and that which was in the beginning a benefit , by cuſtome and ſucceſiey 


' Time becomes an obligation. 1t is to affright the conſciences of your Maieſties with paniks 
feares , to thinke to make you belieue you giue ro our Religion, that which you canng tale 


from it without iniuſtice, 

I pray God the ſecret aſiifiances of al Sets may fauour your Clemency, and that this any 
which bath ſolong time ayded your Anceſtours , 1f it can no longer ſlayd in credit with ,, 
may at the leaſt keepyou mn it's protettion, We wil on your Maieſties behalfe affoardy F 
rights, and it towards you hal continue ordinary ſauours. We demand nothing new ing, 
rmg the exerciſe 0 f 4 Keligion , which bath preſerued the Empire for your father ( now wih 
the Gods) and which bath bleſſed bs bed with lawful beyres of his Crowne, This good Pring 
being entred into the condition of the Gods immortal , beholdeth from Heauen the teares 4 
theſe poore Veltals, and wel ſees cuſtomes cannot be violated, which be with ſo much affebin 
meinteyned,hut by the dimmution of his authority, 4 ffoord at leaſt this contentment g Jour 
Food brother, receyed into this celeſtial company, as to ſee a decree corrected , that was ng j; 
owne, Couer an att ynder obliuion , which he had neuer ſuffered to paſſe, bad he foreſetath 
diſcontent of the Senat , and for which the deputies were diverted, which we ſent ynto by 
when be was aliue, for the feare his enemies had of Ins equity, It much importeth the publit 
70 take away a foule blame from the aibes of 4 good Prance , and iuſtify the paſſed by abt 
ment of the preſent. 


-_ tn 


SECTION. Y, 


» 


The Oration of S, Ambroſe againſt Symmachns, 


- 


OST SACRED MATESTY. 


SAR Although your Minority Lane ys vndoubted ſignes of the firengtbi 
) = our ſpirit and conſtancy of your faith, yet the ranke 1 bold neer toy 
> perſon obligeth me to preuent the ſurprixes of a crafty diſcourſe whe 


A fingular refuta- 
tio of Symmachus 


his ſtrongeſt argu- 


amecnt. 


Te is ro publish the infirmity of falſe Gods ro defend them in this manner ; and betta! 
cannot refute Symmachus, then by shewing bim armed againſt bimſelfe. For 1 aske,iftM 
Gods are the Protectours of this Empire, why they ſo long time ſuffered Hannibal ro mw 
n the ruines of Italy? Were their bands ſo short they could ftretch them no further then 
wals & Teples? As for the Gaules,what sbal I ſayiI much wonder how the Gouernoi 
mention it, ſince it 3s 1 efſe a thing moſt ridiculous, to ſay,that the enemies being in theh 


the Citty , al theſe proteding Gods should ſtand le in their Temples , in ſuch fort 1 | 
- I". bif 
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4.7 THE PRE:LAT,. C 3y 
fon o BN biflriesbewe publiched, the people of Rome owed their preſeruation , not to the Gods or ſacri- 
panike I jyes, which nothing 4uailed them, but ro the g agling of 4 gooſe, which by good hap ened 
vor tale MN the drowſy Centinels, if it be nor, that Symmachus, 4s be is inuentixe enoxgh, wil fay, that 
Jupiter had then forſaken bis burning Chariots and thunder-bolts to sbut bum/jelfe vp in the 
6s are, WW dhroat of this goſling. Bur as 4 lye is eer induftrions to burt it-ſelfe , did net Hannibal adore 
th 1, Wl ce Roman Goas? 1fir be tr2e , that The) alwayes beare vidtor in their hands , why did not 
«dn 4 MY Haouibal ſurprize Rome with the afiiſtance of thoſe Gods ? Or why didFor the Romans 
1equs WY yanguish Hannibal i al ther battails >. Why bad both the one and the ther oftentimes the 
mw wh WM worſt? On what fade ſoccer you turne, You muſt ſee Gods conquered, who cannot deny then un- 
d Pray qutent.if they auow not their nullity. y wid © 
ear 1: norRome then that ſpeakerh in this manuer Symmachus makes it, never gaue 
affelin WY the biws this commiſſion: bur 5be ſayes by the mouths of ber brane Captaines: 


110507 i - Romans, what baue I done to become abutchery \ and to be imbrued withthe blond of ſo name ſpeakerh 
not by i #229 creatures ? Victories abide nor in the entrails of beaſts, but the armes of ſoldiers. Ic & with Maickty. 


ſetnthe WY 196 the death of oxen bath made me ſubdue Monarchies, but the valoxr of men, Camillus by 
no bn Wl fnce of ares diſplayed my flandards on the Capitol , which your ceremonies ſuffered to be ta- 
publite WY ken away. Attilius expoſed bis fe ſor the tr1al of bus fidelity and ſafety of the Weale-publikr. 
ab. WJ Scipio Atricanus fuund rriumph,notamong the Altar: of the Capital, but inthe ficld of bat= 

tle, If you deſire 10 (ee the goodly efſefts of your ſuperſtitions, bebold Nero, who was the fuſft 

that drew the ſword of Czſars againſt the Chriſtians ; behold Emperours monthly made , and 
—— WW nmade ike the moone; behold thoſe who were the moſt zealous in your ceremomes , wherof 


ſe bauing shamefully entralled the worlds Empire to forrainers,and the other promiſing the-. 


1 great vitories vnder the fauour of their Gods,baue fourd ſeruitude.Was not there the an 
lr of Victory m the Capitol* From whtce 1 pray proceeded ſo many ſinifter accadets,if good 
bp be drawmely deſtined co thoſe who obeyit ? 1 much repent me of theſe barbarous ceremonies, 
theugh 200 700 late. Youthar baue made me ſomany times become red with bloyd, ſuffer me 
ace tobe ruddy with 5hame,that 1 ſo lightly haue been deceaued,to the end I may not blusb to 
ſump ſelfe conuerted with al the world, And tel me not,1 pray, that | ams old, Decrepitneſſe is 
wi Jeares, but in manners.1t is neuer too late tolearne ones ſaluation, + it is exer ſeaſonable 

A udne good, Shame is but for thoſe, who neuher baue power nor wil to corredt their vices. 

engl i Came and learne « new war fare of Chriſtians with me, whichin earth beareth armes,G&-in 
Cr (030 BY Htan 1912's conqueſts, From whom $hould 1 learne the myſteries of beauen but from bim that 
;whd WY nude it; 421d not from-1marr., who doth not ſo much as know al that paſſeth in bis ewne bouſe? 


Mrignor ance? Y on ſay God is 4 great ſecret, & muſt be ſought by many ayes: but he who 
®eherh bit on the ready way, why should be, amuſe bimſelſe with creoked turnings?Y ou ſeeke 
knblindfold, - we find bims in the light, Y ou enquire bim with ſuſpicios &- minds difturbace, 
awe find bim in the rewelation of the Wiſedome and Verity of God bimſelſe. It is « malicious 
Wit) ro thinke we can ſerue this ſoutraigne Maſter in al ſorts of Sefts. As there is but one 
Fin the world. ſo is there but one truth.1t is 6 ftreight line which is to be made, but one way. 
\ OBather ſuperſtitions are crooked lines, that bane 4s #4xy ſemblances as defets, Haw can we 
cle our Religions, you adoring the 'workes of your bands , and we accounting it an intury 


Kfhecks & ſtones, which our God inſtrutteth vs to trample vnder-ſoot?Towhom shal we en- 

Wabs verity in fuch @ great dinerſity of opinions , but to a Man-Ged , wheſe words were no 

bs they prophecies, wiſedomes, and verities;his life innocency, ſandiity,and vertne; his ations 

Wonders, miracles in al parts of the world? What ſecret ſpirit ſet the Croſſe on the top 
Jar Capitol? Tow demand proofs of the Dininity,& 1 sbew you the conqueſt of 4 world,vy- 

| x of one cyucified : the lefſe this attion bath of an , the more you behold cherin che 

£0/ God. 


0) bis chaſt andinnocent bands , which be nener lifeed vp bat to the lining God , fo re- 
the monuments of a falſe Deity ? lu what Hiſtory find you , that the Pagen Emperonrs 


baile Chappels and Temples for vs ? And thinks Jon our great m_ bath leſſe x$ale - 
Frut 


to God to worsip the work. es of men? How shal we haue one andthe ſame God , if you 


Whom would You hawe-me confide in the matter of beliefe we ought to haue of God, but God Notable anſwers 
Wſelſe? How 5hal 1 rake you for & Maſter. ſince in the ſeeking to teach me , Jouconſeſſe your = —_ of 


TheSymmachus, 70u redemand the Alrars of 1dols of whom? Of 4 Chriſtian Emperoar, Graue words for 
Whert ic in the hand of God , and armes are for the proteftion of faith. Would you haxe the Emperour, 


. ot 


A pertinent reply 
wypon the a&Q of 


Veftals. 


' by certainemoderne lawes baue been bereftthe ſucceſſions, which we might expect jrompai» 
 Gula15, without making complaints; ſo remperate we are in our proceedings, Some Ecclefuufiit 
© 4ikewiſe thaue been made to renounce their patrimony, tobe freed from Court-obligations, al 


Linen in fattour of virginity , as if to be Chriſtzans were to bethe l:ſſe chaſt,or as if the Relign 


20 al living creatures; of earth, which hone euer bune demiedtto the dead. (ince euen the end" ; 
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munbceerthis Predecefſours for flcbood? They hawemade al the parts of rhe voor{d raitdy wing i 

ther (b bod for-defence of their 1401s: but God bach blaſted theit purpoſes ; and ouerrbrown þ M1 

his po wer, \what rhoy would baue zaifed by theiriimuſtice.W puld you that 4 Chriſtian Empe. 

rour ghowtd-from the ruines of Jour Gods , reſtore for:5u4., in contempt of his ovne Religion yy, I 
x6 of fiance :on:che Altar OOO to 6 0 1 
' Bui lervs aluttle farther ſee the ſequele heerof. They demgnd reuenewes for the Veſtals yo! 


for they:can,ot otherwiſe ſerue thetr God, Behold how couragious the Gentiles are. Webuy Wl ©, 

anbraced and maintained onr faith in pouerty, iniries, and perſecutions, and they cry out they i 

GEremonies cannot ſbſift without therr.owne intereſt. It is a sbame ful thing to ſel virgwity,c oft 

fo fixe themſclues on profit through the deſp :ire of vertucs. What armies haue theſe majds ke 
q 


mainteine,"rhohaue ſuctcare of their venenewes? Their number exceederh not ſeauen , which 
they hauechoſen amongſtifv many thouſands to guard. a mercenary virginity, that ſtulreſerac;s hy 
Tight remake experience of mariage, 1s it for this they muſt be mycrea? for this ſcarlerted? jy 


thicendowed with a thauſand pruiltdges,c entertained in magnificet Caroches, with atria bag 
of Prixceſſ's to br awe it through the ſtreers of a City? Behold the holy virgins andpoore mainly Wat 
of Symmachus. By my-conſent ler bimrefled che eye of bis vnderſtanding &- body.on the fa teſ 
of our Religicus women : be shal ſee campanies replenished with bonour, itegrity, «hame{f. iy 
nefſe, who know bow to vſe the gurfr af virginity as it ought ro be. They weare no atthres un Ml © 
pompeous Myrers on their heads, but & poore veile which borowethut's worth from theluftn ya 
their chaſtuty They k now nor what belongs to attraftiues of beauty, for they haue remouniely op 


curioſities of the world, Purple and ſuper flu ty neucr dwels in their howſe;but rather fait 


anſterities.1t is not their cuſtome to flatter,or ſe! at the price of bonour and priuiledges thepmy vt 
of their bodizs, but much otherwiſe, they doe al 4s if their ſufferings were to be the recompag fl 


of therr vertues.Newer wil they learne the trade of ſetting their flesÞ to ſale to the beſt bull, then 
& ſel the abſtmence from pleaſures to them that offer moſt : wel knowing the firſt vita ran 
| 


Chaſtity,"is to triumph ouer greedineſſe of riches, wh6ch are the moſt dangerous baits of fine, ill 

If we should giue great reuenewes to al the maids which are now ready toreceine the wit, MW "1" 
what treaſures would furnish out ſuch an expenſe ? And f they dare affirme that mes thely 
duc but roVeltals, is it not animpudence to be defirowe to deprive Chriſtian virgins fromgud jun 


they profeſſe , weve on their forheads a marke of infamy? Who can endure wnder the raygu | 
moſt Chriſtsan Emperours, cuſtomes, which are only tollerable in the Empire of Neroes?yth 
machus demundech moneys of the Counnon-weaith for encertaynmemnt of bis Veſtals,6m 


Eno) the priuiledges of the Church. Were thu done to the Pagaus,they would caſt flames ſun 
their mouths. for how could it be but very troubleſome topurchaſe the vacancy of 4 holy miniſe) 
with che preiudice of his meanes, & in conſecrating hmſelfe to the ſafety of rhe whole wal 
Fo haue neceſiity for recompence in-his bouſe ? 'Wils are valid in fauour of the miniſters of Ui; 
Be. they neuer ſo prophane in ſuperſtition , ſo abie in condition, ſo prodigal of thents 
mour, they are not fruſtrated .of what .apperreynes to them by this article. There be nn 
$ur the Prieſts of the liumg God, who ave deprined of common 11g Þr, becauſe they are vow 
feruice of the publike. Their manners moſt innocent are not punisbed, but their degree, at 
held the ranke of crime; That which a ſuperſtitious widow bequeatheth to ſacrificers of 
shal remayne inuiolable ; and what a Religious widow leaues by Wil 80a Prieſt of rhe6 
Religion 5bal be. condemned as a nullity. 

I ſpeake not this now by way of expoſtuiation , but to shew how I ſuppreſſe lawſulur 
Plaines by ftrength of patience. They anſwer, they touch not legacies giuento the Chand 
general: And I require of them,who cuty huth robbed the riches of their Temples? Chriſtias\ 
beertof--re been bereaued their ſubſtance, whub is the marrow of men; of aire, which is 0 


iſea hath oferimes ſent back. the bodyes of our Martyrs to the bayen , as ut were to gn 
burial, Inotwithſtanding ſay not 4 word , nor doe 1 now accuſe any man of uct," 
condemnation wherof the vittorie of 'the Craſſe bath' gained of the whole world: 
if a piece of land be ſeized from. & Southſayer , who contrary to al Religion | 
| | wal 


--,- 
a, 2 / 
"as > <C . 
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waulth giuen in fauour of Religion. al the world muſt be ſummoned with an alarme. If they 
il paſſeſſe lands by our examples .,, let them imitate the charity wepradiize for the publike. 
Where are #be priſoners they baue redeemed?-the poore they baue fed ? the-banished they baxe 
ſuccoured? Of alour wealth we nought-reteine but faith, the reſt is ſpent in the neceſſities 
ofmen., and they thinke it 3eaſonable ro employ itin maſſacre of beaſts , ro ſee if they baue 
wot the death of Princes in thetr entrails, Is not this inſup portable? 


_ Tet notwithſtanding their:Gods , ſaith be , haue reuenged.on our heads the iniury done to An anſwer con- 
their Prieſts , by a general famine. That is it which hath cauſed vs to eate roots and barkes cerning the dearth 


of revs , Which hath made vs shake oakes to get accornes , and enuy hogs their food , ſince 
we-yniaſtly determe-the ſuſtenance of men, Bebold great prodigies , and which neuer happened 
tithe Gentzles, To whom doth $ymmachus thinke he tels theſe fables? To vs , who 
knewthe Pagans were heertofore ſo accuſtomed to-eate accorns, that for this only canſe they 
dried their oaks? 15 it poſcible-their Gods. should appoint that for punishment , which theſe 
baxe ſo oft boughe with price of incenſe and bloud of beaſts ? And then , what iniuſtice were ig 
that for « [mal handful of Sacrificers and Southſayers , who pretend 19 be intereſſed -heexin, 
theſe cruel Diuinities should-take reuenge by 4 general deſolation of al-Prouinces'? -How $hogld 
they ſo long ſtand with armes acreſſe in che ruines of ſo many Temples , fallen on their Idols, 
19 come to conteſt with vs, vpon a ft retention «F the ſuperfluities of a ſilly Sacrificer ? -Behold 
ww already bow many yeares the Pagan Sect hath been declining , hath any one ſeen for al 
dis che riger Nilus overflow toreuenge what bath paſſed at Rome , fince-the «conqueſt 
i Egypt hath been tolerated vnder the armes of the Croſſe? And if theſe Gods haue this 
lt yeare auenged their inturies , enforcing vs to feed on acorns , why this preſent yeare, 
when che contempt of thetr name is much greater then ener ., bhaue rhey not made vs eats 
thrns? The lining God be praiſed , who husbandeth good and euil for vs with-a moſt wiſe 
eonomy-; we baue ſeen the billock.s ſmile vnder the beauty of vines , we haue. beheld the 
eunth curled with eares of corne , and to yeald vs ſo plentiful barueſts , that they han giuem! 
to ſome, admiration to others , and ſatisfattion to the whole world, Yea we can ſay , 
the aſt yeare bath nor been ſo barren , but that it bath left in many Prouinces marks of the 
funfulneſſe therof, The-Gaules hane been more emiched then eucy , the Sclauons haze 
ſud corne which they newer ſowed, The Griſons haue bad ſuchſtore that they baue given tg 
their neighbours more cauſe of enuy then compaſsion , and thoſe who were freinds-in 4 grear 
ſacity , are made enemies inlarge fertility, Genoua and Venice baue taſted the com. 
Milities of tbe fruits of autumne , and m 4 word , the yeare kath not been exery-where ſu 
Maligious 45 the eloquence of the Gouerneour, 

| Nay , theſe obiettion.s are more tollerable , but that which we cannot endure nor diſſem- 
le mich your moſt Chriſtian Maiefties, is , that the Gentils out of branery dare affirme , they 
ifer ſacrifices to their Gods in your names , and they protett you. Who bath giuen them this 
anmfion? W he makes them account your conmmences ſo crimmal , as to take them for 
imwuadments? Let thew guard their defenders , whom they baue bitherto il protected , and 
it them nor preſume their Gods , being ſo ſeble for preſeruation of theſe who yeald them ſuch 
dnvar, shouid be able tosbield others who handle them with ſach contempt, 


Yer muſt we ( ſauh the Gouernour ) aeferd the ancient Religion, Nothing i elder then A. reply concer- 
#tath, which bath ſeen the world in 1ts cradle: but a falſe Religion , the more ancient, the n ing the antiquity 
of redangerous it is fonce it is an antiquity of -errours , the preſumption wheraf time doth ©! 


tment. Vertues are notmeaſured by the elof rymes , but the grearneſſe of perfeditons, If 


vin like manner wil confider the workes of nature, we shal find the laſt tobe the beſt, 


The world, 4s you ſay , was noughtels in the beginning , but an aſſembly of litle atonnes, 
Wich flying in che 4 pre Wour one Within another the web of this great worke:afterward it be- 
me 4 confuſed maſſe, ſul of horrour and dark.neſſe,til ſuch time, as the great worke-man came 
\ſeperare the elements, adorne the heauens wuh lamps , and diſtendlight ouer the face of this 
Werſe, Then the earrÞdiſaraying it<ſelfe , as from arobe of ſorrow, ſeemed to admire the 
met had newer ſeen. Conſider you not bow the day at ir's birth diſperſeth darkneſſe , with 4 


of «dawning of brightneſſe, which inſenſibly increaſerh til the time it diſconereth it-ſelfe in the 
WY "tering light + feruours of the midday? Behold you not kow the moone, which monthly was - 

baud wancth , yow ſeemeth loſt to vs, then shewes berſelfe as it were 6 litle threed, ſtyerght 
”" FF G 
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#be.becomes « wel formed creſcent, afterward in the proportion that she look eth onche ſum || # 
ihe.us augmented, and laſtly. compeſeth for v5 « greatglobeof light > Know you not bow th i 
£arth mas before-rude , not haxing felt the izon.coulter , but ſo ſoon as the busbandl 1, &| th 
bourer begen to exerciſe a,power vpon it , and-cultiuate the barren plaines , they tocke yy iN (4 
them « much other aſp1? for -mollifing in this tillage al which was wild , they ſpred ontwy, © [* 
Vs gr apes and barueſts , where we be ſore had. ſeen noughtels but nettles and bryers, See ju 
not ulſohow at the point of the. firſt ſeaſon the earth is wholy bare , then in the ſpring's pm. IN ® 
greſſe i beginneth ro produce certaine ſmal.flowers , which are «s the. eyes of the meadows, | 
but eyes, whichſpring andecclypſe in one and the ſelfe-ſame day ; and the beſt of lukey © © 
Yor the latter ſeafon ? And we our ſelwes, when we are borne, arenothing els but a litle [1 Bb 
of flesh , which is polliched with ume and changed into amore lixely infancy, but ftilignoan, MY 
pntil car ſoule. be per felted by time , for-then we leaue the rudiments of minority to become Il #*" 
perfe men, Bhold the courſe which Religions haue.held in the world : al chat which ; Of ?" 
$ont afore , bath been ether in part greſſe and carnal , or deceitful and lying., by the cn. I 
ning of the Diuel. Grace in later times bath ſet « ſeale 6n the worke it began from thebing i /# 
of the world. 1 f things the leſſe ancient be the lefſe perſeft , we muſt preſerre the Chaos beſn; 
the ſunne,, accorns before harueſts , March violets before grapes , and ſay we baue done ily 
.coner the.garth with filuer , and change sbeapherds cortages into the gilded marbles of the ca. I 5 
pitol. 
: But they are induſtrious to wound themſelues , crying vp the ancient ceremonies. thin. IM 
-Fiquity be ſo recommendable , why aid Rome yearely change her Religion ., as certaine bin Chr 
doe their feathers , introducing daily ſome innouation in matrer.of ſuperſtitions, deriued fim W 1% 
the ſame Nations they by their armes had captiuated? Shal it be ſad she wil open her Templu whic 
40 al the Idols of the earth, and only sbut them-vp from heauenly verities ? He new .bere ju I /%4 
keth tovs of a viftory , which is a guift of God , and net a Goddeſſe : a guift whichis ofits lovf, 
Times granted to the (trength of legions , and neatr allotted ro the impiety of ſuperſtitions, Thy 
wil ſer vp their Altar in the midft of « ſoueraigne Court, and ſay that maugre our opyeſin 
we muſt ſwallow the ſmoke of their Sacrifices, hearetheir goodly muſike, and receiue theasin 
.of their prephane vidtimes on our farchead , where we beare the charatter .of the lining Gul, yur 
1s i nor abſolutely to out-braue Chritianity vnder-moſt-Chriftian Emperonrs ? What balm i © < 
preſently be done at Court by the berter part of the Senat which is Chriſtian? Lt wil beneſa) 
that they eyther in refuſing vntruth oppoſe your Edits (if the vnhappineſſe of the time shnll bmper 
makg them fauour a requeſt ſo vnciuil ).or by.connixency confeſſe their ſacriledge. 1 wil ſpuk 
freely , it is not an Altar they deſire to plant in the Capitol , butrather faich , which they wn 
would teare fromeur barts. 1f you command ſuchaſinne , you commit:it. Make 
The Emperour Conſtans , of moſt worthy memory , being as yet but s Catechunin, 
would not ſo much as bebold this Altar , for feare that by the ſole fight therof bs conſane es 
might be polluted .: he.cauſedit preſently to be taken away , and wil you reſtore it, toni 
them hereaſter ſweare tojour lawes before falſe Gods ? What need bane we of ſuch ano uu 
The Senat is aſſembled by your commands., and for you, Toyoutbey owe their fidelity and Ganſt 
ſcience , not to.Gods who are of no account, It preferreth you'be ſore their owne children, ſajble 
yot before their, Religion.; then is it a charity much greater then your Empire , to preſert thi 
piety which ſauegards your Empire, Al beer below tn the affaires of men ismoſt vacertan ,f 
therin # tranſuory ; and great fortunes , whichhaxe the ſunnein their face , baue ie pales lad, 
foot : we poſſeſſe nothing immortal but true Religion, which raiſeth vs aboue Monarchs rod apuir 
vs with Angels. Pompey , after he had meaſured three parts of the world , moreiymme® 3 4 
trinmphs then trauailes , is defeated, repe!'d , banished , and dead on the frontiers of the Bk Ju ma} 
pire , by the hand of a balfe man ; and the earth which ſeemed too ſcanty for bis conqueþs js nat 
was ſeen to faile him for a tomb. Cyrus, after be bad ouercome ſo many potent enemies, mh 
fer be had equalled his vittories to bis clemency , is vanquished by Tomyris , nd his be 
crowned with (1 many lawrels , ſerued as a matter of ſport for « woman , who drenc 
it in 4 leathern ſack filled with humane bloud , ſaying vnto him : Satiate thee 
with .that thou ſo much haſt deſired. Hamilicar , Captaine of the Cit 
thaginians , one of the moſt ſuperſiitiow Princes that euer the earth bart , aſi 
fo many trepbeys , threw himſelfe throngh deſpaire into the fre , which = 
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hed cauſed tobe k tadled for the Sacrifice of his Gods , ſeeing it no whit had auziled him. 1 wil 
wt ſay Chriſtian Emperours Shal exer be fortunate in temporal aff aires : but I dare affirme, 
that if we muſt needs afjlitted as m:n, although we should looſe al, Yer neuer ought we to for- 

e Keligion , 4s (ulian, ther vuhappy Monarch bath done , who toned the shipwrak of his 
fab to the loſſe of his Empire. 

Moſt Sacred Maieſty , remember that al the men of the world fight for you, and that you 
cþ4uld combat for the true Keligion, without which , there is neither prote&ion in che Empire, 
yor (4*ety in the world. If there be occaſion to reſolue a matter of armes , makg addreſſe to your 
Counſel of warre; but if 4 point of Religion be handled , you neuther ought nor may determine 
ir without the aduiſe of your Bishops. Y ouhould ſee them: al beer aſſembled , if the pradtixe of 
ur enemies had not prexented them, 1 anſwer for al, andin the name of al 1 implore the 
piety 4110 uuſtice of your Maieſty , that ng man heer may pretend to abuſe your Minority tothe 
preiudice of your ſoule, Take heed how you precipitate any thing in this affaire , with= 
wt imparting it to the Emperour Theodotfius , whom you haue hicherto hongured as 4 

ather. | 

1f you doe otherwiſe , If wil not conceale that from you which my profeſion cammandeth, 
pul conſcience obligech me. to tel you : You wil come to the Charch , but you wil find ng 
Zichop there ; or if y uu doe, it wil be but to reſiſt you, What would you anſwer him , when he 
ould rel you , The Church hath nothing to doe with your liberalities ; ſince you baue ador- 
wdthe Temples of Gentiliſme , you 2hal neuer build the houſes of Sion , the Alrar of Ieſus 
Chriſt 4108 endure your offerings , ſince you haue erected Altars for Idols. Your word, 
ur letter, your ſigner, is the works 0 f your bart, of which our enemies make 4 trophey,and 
whichyou cannot deny. Y our ſeruice can no longer be pleaſing to the Sauiour of the world, ſince 
juare engaged to falſe Diuinities, Thinkg you to ſerue two Maſters ? Think youit wilbe 
lowf! to entertaine Veſtals co the contempt of Religious women of your name and belieſe> 
Yau baue no mare to doe with Bishops , ſince you haue preferred Sacrificers to the Diuel before 
them, What anſwer you to this? That you haue committed a fauit pardenable mm 4 child? 
er) age is per fe for leſus Chriſt, and there is no infancy , but # replenished with God, 
ftrender it=ſelfe not vuworthy therof, 

. Litle Infants heertofore h.4ue confronted executioners , and borne away the crowne of 
mirtyrdome , and wil you betray our Altars ? What wil you anſwer to your good brother the 
Enperozr Grarian of boly and glorious memory , when he shal ſay : My brother , 1 neuer 
tought my ſel fe yanquisbed by my ue enemies , whilſt I leſt the Diademe on your head. 1t bath 
ut grieued me to dye, ſince my place was replenished with ſo good a Succeſſour. I freely haue 
jm[aken the Empure , veing perſwaded the ordinances I made in fauour of Religion would re« 
nant inuiolable to poſterity. Brother , theſe are the ſpoiles I gained ouer Diuels : theſe are m 

liles  rropheys5 theſe the pledges of my piety &- monuments of my faith, which you baue ſince 
ken away fro me by your Edits. What may an enemy doe more? Y ou baue violated what 1 fo 
wuſly ordezncd for the glory of Altars. 11 is a thing which be who ſo ynworthily bare armes 4- 
fanſt me,neuer did, The [ord which trasfixed my body did me leſſe burt then your Edifts:more 
ſnſible am 1, of the wound you impreſſed on my cinders,then that which the Tyrant fixed on my 
wembers.The one rook_ſrom me the life of body, but this bereaues me the life of memory & yer- 
Ws.0n this day it is that 1 looſe Empire, ſince 1 ſee my ſelfe depriued of that I alwayes prefer= 
before Empires ,& that it s taken fro me after my death,yea by the hand of a man, whom 
Lifnitly loued. Brother, Lf you baue done this of your one accord , you haue condemned my 
ſath ; and if by conſtraint , you haue betrayed your owne : and being wholy dead a« I am, 
Ju make me dye in you , who are of my felf the better part. On the other ſide, thinke 
Ju not but that the Emperour Valentinian your father , whoſe name you bearo, wil 


4 ſo wnto you : Sonne , you haue done me much iniury , ſo to condemne my conſcience, 


ond to belieue 1 eurr had any purpoſe to tollerate ſuperſtitions ſo preindicial to Chri. 
unity, I puniched al crimes that came to my knowledge : But neuer haue | heard of 
a Altar of Victory nor prophane ſacrifices to be made in a Soueraigne Court before the 


$94 of al Chriſtendome, Deare ſanne you greatly dishonour the reſpett which i due to the me+ 
wi 997) of jour father , if you thinke he owerb his Empire to ſuperſtition, and nos to bis Keligion, 


I hartily beſeech God, moſt Sacred Maieſty , if this aff aire be fo important , as you ſee , ro 
E 3 your 
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Jour conſcience , to the memory of your father , the ashes of your brother , your owne reputy. 
tion , to the iudgement which poſterity shal giue ypon you , and that which tranſcendeth 


other conſiderations, to the yninerſal Church , you now doe what you wil one day wish to hyy, 
done , when we bal appeare beſore the eyes of the whole Church rriumphant , to the end Jour 
ations may be free from reproofe, as my counſels arc of repentance. 

Who could reſiſt theſe thunder-bolts? Symmachus reputed at that time,asye 
haue ſaid, the prime Stares-manin the Roman Empire, both for eloquence any 
authority, was aſhamed of his ſuperſtition , and in pleading tor Vidory loſt jr, 
wel ſhewing it was nothing, fince it had ſolitle countenanced a man whoa. 

, Which made Ennodius ſay 3 $Symmachu 1n pleading for 
Vidory, hath loſt the victory, left by him inthe hands of $. Ambroſe, plainly gif. 
couering the Goddeſſe was very varcaſonable , to torſake thoſe that fer. 
ued her, and gratify {uch as offended her. 


——C_— 


THE TRIVMPH OF S. AMBROSE 


in the conuerſion of S. Auguſtine, 


em 


Pr ne em 
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Of the nature and condition of this ereat man. 


COME toone of the moſt remarkeable ations of $,4minj; 
reſplendenr in the conuerſion of great S, Auguſtine , the bencht 
wherot Heauen & earth haue diuided,fince this incomparable 
,, Man ſcrues asa ſupport for the Church militant in the reuo- 
# lution of ſo many Ages, & an ornament to the Church triun. 

7 phant through al eternity, It 1s none of the leaſt guifts from 
heauen , that our Ambroſe was ſelected for an affaire of ſo great importance, 
that the whole world might findits intereſtstherein,and for a victory ſoemi. 
nent,that were the Angels as capable of enuy as they are replcat with charity, 
as they haue loued the conqueſt they would enuy the glory therof. Happy 
voice of munder , which made this hind to bring forth her yong,atrerthe 
throwes and agitations of twelue yeares. Happy the Beſeleel, who ſo wel hath 
laboured inthe Tabernacle of the liuing God. Happy the Dauid, who hath ſub. 
dued this Rabbath,ſo many times ſhaken by the arimes of great Captaines,Hap- 
py the Alexander , who with the {word of the word hath cut ſo mauy Gordian 
knots, as held this great Spirit in diſturbance.I heer defye al the Amphithe- 
ters which haue been inthe world, and ſo often mixed the bloud of men with 
that of Lyons and Elephants:1 cal thoſe ſpectacles, which ſo many times haue 
attracted theeyes of Ceſars : 1 deſire the iouſts, tourneys , races , chariots, 


triumphs,& thoſe magnificences may be propoſed, which haue drawne bloud 
from althe veines of the world, to eſtabliſh ſuperfluity; and that it may be 


conſidered whether there were cuer combat comparable to this which Ipre;F, 


ſent ; where a holy Biſhop entred intothe liſt againſt the prime Spirit ofthe 
world, where God fits enthroned, where the Angels , ranged before the gates 
of Heauen, contemplate , where three parts of the world expect the iſſueot 
this due}, where Heaue applaudeth, the earth trembleth, where Hel frowneth, 
the Diuels houle to ſee theſelues deceauecd of their prey :Where the victorious 
Ambroſe triumpheth , where the vnuanquiſhable Auguſtin yealdeth , to be cone 
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Gentle Reader, I intrear you, as my purpoſe is no other but to enchaſe i 
this hiſtory of S. Ambroſe the aGs of Eccleſiaſtikes, who ro him are ſoparticu- 
larly tyed , that you thinke it not {trange it I more at large diſtend my ſelfe 
yp0n 4 Barration ſo proper for the ſubic& which 1 treat of : I doubt not bur 
the manner wherin I ſhal vntold it wil render it wholy new, as the greatneſſe 
chereof made it honourable , and the vtility ſtil ſeaſoneth it with ſome parri- 
cular delight. 
That we may heer wel obſerue the wayes of the dinine prouidence inthe Impediments in 
direction of man's ſaluation,and the i{trength of $, ambroſe quickned with the *b< <onuerſirn of 
es __ . ” . : S. Auguſtine, 
Spirit of God , 1t 1s neceſlary to conſider the powertul oppoſitions , that ſo 
long time hindred this conuerſition, which I reduce tothree principal heads, 
curioſity, preſumption,and carnal loue. 
It is a dangerous peltilence in matter of Religion to take the wind of cu- 
rioſity , which ordinarily fixeth it-ſelfe on the faireſt Spirits ,as it is ſayd 
Cantharides reſt on the beautituleſt roſes. A great trayne of vices is cuer 
waited 0n by a great curiolity, and he that can wel know them, ſhal find, thar 
tobe curious isro torſake innocency,to draw neer to finne, according to the Curisjrer rewnef- 
eloquent $, Zeno : Curioſity maketh more offenders in priſon then learned ficic ,non peritum, 
in ſchools ; and cuer the deſire to know what God would haue hidden, is S- Zeno 2.de zrer- 
paid with ignorance of ones lelfe. | - Filii gencratio» 
Were I a Painrer or Pourtrayer to repreſent to youth the vanity of this Curioſity and the 
paſſion, I would make the ſtatue therof on a mouing globe; what can be deſcriptio thercof, 
more inconitant? I would giue it wings; what is lighter? 1 would ſprinkle it 
alouer with eyes; what more watchful ? I would fil it with eares; what more 
induſtrious in the diſcouery of ſo great adiuerſity of things? I would pine it 
mouth perpetually open ; for it is no ſooner filled by the care, but emptied 
by the mouth. 1 would lodge it at the ſigne of Vacuum;for what is more 
vayne? I would affoard it ſpiders webs for attyre; what is more friuolous? 
For table and viands,ſmoke;what more ſlender and hungry > I would ordeyne 
for officers many lyars and impoſtours, for ſuch people are it's fauorites; 
before ir a certaine itchot general knowledge ſhould goc, for it is the ordi- 
nary meſſenger therotf : at the right hand opinion, for it is it which deceaues 
her: ar the left, tattle, it 1s rhat, which inſtru&s her : after it I would ſer 
diturbance of ſpirit, ignorance, and miſery; for it is it's inheritance inthe 
end, 
Auguſtine as it were from his moſt tender yeares, made himſelfe tributary 
tothis falſe Deity ; and inſtead of taking the way of true Religion by the 
paths of holy ſimplicity, needs would he diue into it by reaſons and humane 
ubriliries, which alienated him as farre from truthas they were of power to 
encline him to vanity. 
He had a great wit as it were like a prodigy, and it ſeemeth that Afrike The witof S, Au: 
which produced him, would then bring torth nothing which was meane: Ir guſtine, 
muſt ſtil bring forth huge monſters, or mighty men. He notwithſtanding 
was ouer ſharp, being notas yet in his confiſtence, butreflembled the glaſle 
df a mirrour, which cannor render formes til ir be leaded. So this admirable 
wit through want of the vertue of humility, which is in men as lead in the 
mirrour, ſparkled with a vayne preſumption, which bringing with it no 


Other profic, made morc illafions in eyes then it left good examples in man- 


ners, Now to ſpecify the qualities of this excellent nature , we muſt conſi- 
fer it from his tenderſt yeares; ſince the diſpolition makes it-ſclfe ſoone ap- 
pearein children, as the roſe in his bud, | 
| Auguſtine began almoſt as ſoone to [tudy as to liue; for he burned from His inclinations; 
his youger dayes with a thirſt of knowledge, ſo eminent, that he ſurmoun- 
ted his age; And fora note of his curioſity, which already rather aymed ar 
ſplendour then vtility, yong though he were, he reſembled the children,who 
make 


Aſtrologie, 
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make themſelues Preachers before they can read. Nothing was he pleaſe 
with the elements of Gramwar, which he reputed too low tor his ſpirit, -He 
would clymb without a ladder , and ſcorned to learne of a Grammarian hoy 
the name of Anea« was written ; but rather readily diſputed whether &n 
had been at Carthage or hot, Greek to himwas a pil , which he ſwallow ng 
bur by conſtraint, and better loued hero ſpeake Latin by cuſtom:e, then the 
rules of Donar. Alhis delight was to know fables and hiſtories, to weep ouer 
the diſaſtrous loues of poore Dido , and to be angry with Iune with ſo good z 
grace, that compoſing thereupon certaine imitations of Virgil , he rauiſheg 
his Maiſters and companions in the ſchool; which made it wel apeare heone 
day ſhould become more fruitful in ſtrong imaginations(which are the prig. 
Cipal pieces of cloquence) then religious in choice of words and poliſhedin 
periods. His father, who diſcouered the riches of this wit, had an ardent 
deſire that he might ſwim in alarge water, for he as yet ſtudied at Orang 
petty village of Afrike, hauing not the meanes to goe to Carthage. 

Wanr of enablements 1s many times a counterpoize to the height of the 
vnderſtanding : but in depreſſing it he crowned it, ſince generous ſtudies (ac. 
cording to Plinesſaying) arelodged at the ſigne of pouerty , and euer {cience 
are refined by neceſlity. Auguſtine , not then knowing what God would doe 
with him,ſought to makea fortune, and ſuch likewiſe was the wil of Parridy 
his father , who more deſired to ſee him eloquent then chaſt. Behold why the 
good man, who had much courage and litle meanes, ftroue beyond his abi. 
lity to ſend his ſonne to Carthage , the moſt famous Vniuerſity of Afrike. Ag 
great fiſhes are found in great ſeas, {o Auguſtine had there wherwith to ſatisfy 
the paſſion of his curioſity , and meaſuring his owne ſtrength with thatof 
others, ſaw matter enuugh how to make his wit be held ineſteeme, to which 
he already had ſufticient inclination, 

He was not contentedto exerciſe himſelfe in eloquence , which in al Ages 
hath had much reputation among arts, asthe fulleſt of noyce and that which 
vnfolds it-ſelfe with moſt oftent ; but he throughly ſtudicd Philoſophy &al 
other ſciences which are of powerto make anable man,in ſuch ſort that there 
was not then a book which he had not with vndefatigable induſtry peruſed. 
The poore yong man went likea torrent whither paſſion tranſported him and 
where the blaſt of ambition breathed , hauing the feeling of Chriſtianity in 
him very faint : for much better he loued to meaſure the world in his vanity, 
then poſſeſſe itin the louc of God ; not as yet conſidering the difference 
between a good country {wayne , who at fal eaſe enioyeth the fruits of his 
tree, wherof he knoweth no other ſecrets , and a Philoſopher that obſerueth 
the ten Categories , and remaines almoſt famiſhed, not taſting of any 
one fruit, His curioſity failed notto transferre him to 1udicial Aſtrology, 
wherin heimployed much time, ſtil thinking to diſcouer ſome ſecrets inthis 
labyrinth of tooles, which better knoweth how to inuolue minds then giue 
them fatisfa&tion. He happeneth oneday toconferre with an old Phiſitian,t 
man graue, and of great capacity; who ſceing him paſlionately in loue with 
theſe books of Aſtrology , ſaid : Sonne, if you deſire totranſcend othersin 
any profeſſion of the world, rather take eloquence, in which, as farre asI can 
ſee, you haue greatly profited,the to ſticke onvaine ſcieces vnworthy of yout 
iudgement, Verily 1 wil heerin confeſſe the ignorance of my youth , 1 haut 
been as much addicted to indicial Aſtrotogy as cuer was any man of my cot- 
dition : for 1 not onely ſought the ſatisfaction of my mind , but the eſtabliſh 
ment of my fortune, Notwithſtanding Ihaue wholy left ir,through a moſt vs 
doubted knowledge that we cannot reſolue on any thing ſolid thecrin, ludg 
you what youpleaſe, but cuera wel rectified ſpirit wil be aſhamedto prof 

a ſcience not ſupported by reaſon , and which knowes almoſt no oth& 
trade but to deceyue. This at that tyme ſomewhat ſtartled bim,but Rayent 
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hispurpoſe;ſo much heloued to decciue himſelfe,and ſo muck he refolued to 
find out this Tecretiu'the ead. Burt euer as he waded further,not diſcoucring 
fieme tand,he found:treuble in a barren labour,and much vanity where heto 
himſelfe propoſes ſome ſolidity. 

Nothing confirmed hinſo much in contemptofthis folly, as the diſcourſe 
hehad with. Famine, a yong man of eminent -quality , fick of the ſame diſeaſe 
thathe was.: for the curioſity of Aſtrology ceaſed notto incitehim,as being 
borne of a father an Aſtrologer, aman of honour, but ſo curious that he cal- 
culatedthewery horoſcope. of cats &-dogs that were whelpedin his houſe;yet 
ſo title had he profited therein, hat at the ſame tyme his ſonne-came into the 
world , a ſeruant of his neighbours being deliuered of a-male-child, he forc- 
told, according tothe rules of his art, that both of them.being.borne vndet 
one ſame conſtellation ,ſhould runne the like fortune : which was ſo falſe, 
tharthis Firminw his ſonne being borne of a rich family, progrefledfarre into 
the honour-of the ty mes, whilſt the ſonne of the ſeruant notwithſtanding the 
fauours of his goodly horoſcope,waxed 01d in ſeruitude, | | 

This yong man, who made this narration,though-conuinced-by his. owne 
experience, ſtil ſuffred himſclfe to be beguiled with his proper errour, ſo dit- 
ficult iris to rake away this Charme by torce of reaſons Qur Auguſtine by litle 
and licle diſperſed thoſe vapours, both by the viuacity of his-owne excellence 
iudgement, & the conſideration ef others folly. He was likewiſeſollicited £0 
attempt a kind.of magike, much-in requeſt among the heathen Philoſophers 
ofthar Age; which was toſecke predictions from theſhop of the Dinel, by 
meanes of effuſion of the bloud of beaſts, & ſomerimes ot-children. But-God 
who as yet held a bridle on this-vncolle&ed-ſoule, & would notfuffer it to be 
defiled with thoſe black furies , gaue-him inthe beginning ſo much horrour 
yon al theſe proceedings, thata Negromancer promiſing him one day to 
deare away the prize of poely in a publike meeting of Poets, if he would 
aſure him of a reaſonable reward, he anſwered, that werethe Crowne to be 
given in thoſe games of profit , of gold wholy celeſtial, he would not buy it 
by {uch kind of wayes, atthe rate of the bloud of a ly. Which he partly ſpake - 
through ſome ſenſe of piety, partly alſo by the knowledge he had ofthe illu- 
lon and barrennefle of ſuch ſciences, -— = 

He was much more troubled about the articles of faith; forthough from His Religiow, 
lis childhood he was cducated in Chriſtian Religion, vnder the wings of his 
good mother $, Monies, yet ſuffering his mind to mount vp vnto ſomany cu- 
riolities, he had greatly weakened the ſenſe of piety. And being deſirous ts 
penetrate al by the help of humane reaſons , when he began ro'thinke on the 
Ciriſtian maximes of fairh,, he therin beheld much terrour and abyſle. He 
cameto this codition, that not content with the God of his forefathers,whs 
taught him holy counſels, and the vniuerſal voice of the Church,he put him« 
life vpon maiſtery , now wholy ready to ſhape a Diuinity on the weake 
izaes of his owne brayne. | 

The Manichees at that tyme ſwayedin 4frike, who hauing found this ſpirit, 
&ſccing he might one day proue a ſupport to their Se, they ſpared nothing 
Ogaine him : and he being vpon change, it was ner very hard to bring him 
inothe ſaare, This Sect ſprang from one named Manes, a Perfian by birth, and 
aferuaut by condition, who hauing inherited the goods of a Miftrefſe whom 
telerued,from a good {laue, which he had been had he remayned inthart'ftate, 
decame by ſtudy an il Philoſopher, & a worſe Dinineg for mingling ſome old 
UOtages of the magike of Perſians with other maximes of Chriltianity, partly 
by the help of his purſe, parrly alſoby an infinity of impoſtures deriued from 
his giddy ſpirit, he made himſelfe head of a fa&ion, prorefting he was the 
Holy Ghoft, His principal folly confifted in placing two Gods in theworld, 
te one good, the other bad, who'had many Rravge bartaikes, The body,es bo 
| ayd, 


AſeconT impedi- _ ! / *. gp: 
ment, prcſuaptis, Him fixedly incrrour, which was the preſumption of his owne abilities, aq 
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fayd,was the crcarnre of the euil God, &-theſoule a pottiou ofthe ſubfſt anc 
.of che good,cnthialled in-marter. And fgllowing theſe principales,he gaye 
@ phantaſtical body tothe Saujour of the world, efteeming it athing vnyg. 
thy of the Word to be perſonally vnited tothe fleſh , which he held in the 
-number of things exccrable. Behold the cauſe why thoſe who were ingulfe 
4n this Se&, made.ſhew toabſtaine from mear and wine, which they .termey 


the dragons gal. 
I. doe nor thinke that ever Auguſt 


I, "1 


ine fully conſented to abrhe ch ymerzegof 


Manes,which were innumerable, but at the leaſt hereliſhed this Sec, inthe 
-Opiniv.it had ofthe original & nature of the body & foule,and in many other 
articles,cuen tothe belicuing(as himſelfe witneſſeth) tables-moſt ridiculoy, 
(Great God,who.thundreſtvpso the pride of humane ſpirits, & draggeſt int 
the duſt of the carth;thoſethat would goe equal with Angels:Whar ecclyp{ 
of vnderſtancing!What abaſing of courage. in miſerable Auguſtin.!To ſay the 
a man,whoſe eye was ſo piercing, dofrine ſo.eminet,& eloquence ſo diuine 
aſter he had forſaken the helme of faith and reaſon, became fo abandoned, x 
£0 make hirhſclfe a party of the Sect of a barbaraus and phantaſtical Aaye, 
who.in the end for his miſdeeds was flayed by the command of the King of 
Ferſiazas ikthe skin of this man could no.longer couer {oule ſo wicked, 
Behold whither curioſity tranſporteth. an exorbitant ſpirit. Behold inty 
whatſo many goodly guifs of grace and nature are diflolued. Behold hoy the 
Erernal Wiſedome beſotteth.thole, who forſake him to.court the lying fan, 


taſtes of their imagination, 


A ſecond obſtacle went along with this extrauagant-curioſity , toſetle 


inſeparable companis of hereſy, He:that once in his brayne hath deified cre. 
codiles and dragons, not only .adoreth them, but wil perſwade others,thathe 
hath reaſon to ſet candles before them,and burne incenſe for them. Ir is ater. 
rible blow, when one 1s woundedin the head by his proper 1udgemet, whoſe 
11 never reits inthe meane. We come to.the end of al by the ſtrength of in- 
duſtry:Stones are pulled forth from the entrails of men, the head is apenedro 
make ſmoak iſſue out : but what hand hath euer drawne a falſe opinion our 
of the brayne of one preſumptuous, but that of God? Al ſeemerh greene,ſaith 
Ariſtotle , to thoſe who looke on the water ; and al is iuſt and ſpecious to ſuch 
as behold chemſclues in proper loue. Berter it were, according to the coun- 
ſels of the ancient fathers of rhe deſcrt, ro haue one foot in hel with docibi- 


lity of ſpirit,then an arme in Paradiſe with your awne judgement, 
Auguſt 1.de duabus Auguftine, nor tro acknowledge his fault, would euer maintcine ir, & thought 
anumahus contra jr was to make a truth of anerrour, 


Opinionatiuely to detend ir, He had that 


which Tercullien ſayth is familiar among herctikes, ſwellings and oftentation 
of knowledge,and his deſigne was then to diſpure, nor to liue, Himſelte con- 
feſſethtwo things longtime made him to tumble in the ſnare:the firſt wherof 
was a certaine complacence of humour,which eaſily adhered to viciuus con- 
panies; and the other an opinion he ſhould cuer haue thevpper handin dif 
putation, He was as alitle merlin without hood or leaſhes,catching al ſorts 
of men with hisſophiſmes ; and when he had ouercome ſome ſimple Caths- 
like, who knew not the ſubrilties of Philoſophy , he thought he had raiſeds 


great trophey oucr our Religion, In althings this Genius ſought for ſupere-J 


minence; for cucu in game where hazards ſtood not faire for him , he freely 


made vſe of ſhifts, and.were he ſurprized, he would be angry, making then F, 


ſil belicue he had gayned : as a certaine wraſtler, who being ouerthrown, 
yndertook by force of eloquence to prouec he was not fallen. This appeared 
more in diſpute then game: For hauing now flattered himſelfe vpo the aduit- 
rages of his wit, he was apprehenſiue in this point of the leaſt intereſt of hs 


Teputation,and had rather violate the law of God then commit a bar 


barilne 
in ſpet- 


—— 


TAE PRELAT.; 49 
jſpakinz,therebyro brcake the law of -Gramimar ; to the preiudice of the 

{ian was had of himyAt-was a'crime ts ſpeake of vertue witha ſoleciſme; 
and a vereue toreckon vp vitevin'fairelanguage. When he was publikely ts 
exterprize ſome action oftmportance ; the apprehenſion of fuccefle pur him 
jgto a feauer : ſo that walking'one day through the Citty of Milan with a long 
Oration in his head, & meeting a rogue in the ſtreet who/confillently flouted 
tim, he ferched a great ligh, andſayd : Behold , this varlet hath gone bez ond 
me in matrer of happineſle, 'Sec,, he isſatisfied and content, whilſt 1 drep'an 
meaſy burden through the bryers, & alto pleaſe a (illy eſtimatis. The ardent 
lefire he ha8'to excel in al encounters , alienated him very farre- from cruth, 
which wils that we (acrificero it's Alrars al the.intereſts of honour we may 

extend vie: and beſides it was the caule, that the wiſeſt Catholikes feared 
be engaged in batraile with lo poliſlied a tongue ; & ſuch vnguided:;yourtks, 
Witnefſe this go0d Biſhop,whom boly S. Monica ſo earneſtly ſollicitedto enter 
mtorheliſt'y1thher ſonnegro couert him: for he prudently excaſed himſclfe, 
gying the better to corent her, Thar aSone of ſuch teares could neuer periſh, 


Beſides the-Curioſity and preſumption of Augaftive,the paſſion of loue fap- 3. Impediment, 


ized him alfo ro make vp his miſery, & to frame grear oppoſitios in marrex , 
of his ſaluatio.But becauſe this noble ſpirit hath beenſer by God,as the maſt 
\#ſhip broken on rhe edge of a rock,roſhew others his ſhipwrack, thinks 
t2amatter very behouetulto conſider heer the tyrdnnay of an :ynfortunate 
xſion, which long time enthralled ſo great aſoule,ro deriue profit from his: 
experience. The fault of Auguſtine proceeded not ſimply from loue, but fromil' 
managing it,affoarding that to creatures, which'was made forthe Creatour,' 
Loue 1n it-ſelfe is not avice,bur the ſoule of al vertues, whenitis tyed to it's: 
obie&, which is the ſoueraigne good ; and neuer ſhala ſoulea@ any thing? 

x ,if it conteyne not ſome fire in the veynes, The Philoſopher Hegefippus 

id;that al the great and goodlieſt natures are knowne by three things,lighr, 
hear, and loue. The more light pretious ſtones hauc, the more luſtre they 
ret, Hcart raiſeth cagles aboue ſerpents; yea among palmes,thoſe are the 
tbleſt , which haue the moſt loue 2ndiinclinatiowtotheir followves, Theſe 
threequalities were eminet in our Auguſtine, His vnderſtading was lightninps, 
bis wil fire, & hart affeRio.It al this had happily taken the right way ro God, 
had been a miracle infinitly accompliſhed : but the clock which is out of 
ame in the firſt wheel, doth eaſily miſcary in al it's motions, & he who was 
lread y much vnioynted in the prime piece which makes vp a man, ro wit 
udgement and knowledge , ſuffered al his actions tolide into exorbitanoy, 
As there are two ſorts of loue, wherof the oneis moſt felt in the fpirit ,the. 

aherpredominateth inthe fleſh, Auguſtine tryed them both inſeueral encoun- 
ters, Firſt he was exceſſively paſſionate cuen in chaſt amities; witneſſea 
chool-feHlow of his, whom he ſo paſſionately affe&ed, He was a ſecod Pylades, 
that had alwayes been bred and trained vp with him in a merucilous corra&- 
pondence of age, humour, ſpirit,wil,life, and condition, which hadſocnkind- 
&dfreindſhip in either part. that it was tranſcendent: & though it were inthe 
liſts of perfe& honeſty, yet being as it was too ſenſual, God who chaſtifeth 
thoſe char are eſtranged from his1oue,as fugitiueſlaues, weaned his Auguſtine, 
fiſt ronching this freind with a ſharp feauer, in which he receaued baptiſme, 
ter which he was ſomewhatlightned. Whervpon Auguſtine grew very glad, 
8ifhe were now out of danger, He viſited him, & forbarenor toſcoffe at his 
dppriſme, ſtil purſuing the morions of his profane ſpirit: bur the other bchol- 

him with an angry eye cut off his ſpeach with an admirableand preſent 
iderty, wiſhing him he would abſteynefrom ſuch diſcourſe, valefſe he ment 
renounce al correſpondence. He ſeemed already in this change to feele 
aproaches of the-other world: for verily his malady augmenting;quickly 

ſeparatec the ſoule from the body, Auguſime was-much troubled atthis loſſe,in 
Omuch that al he bcheld from Heauento earth , ſeemed to him filled with 
1mages 


Salman, 1,7, de gue tagious for-thaſtity.as the north wind for plants. Seluianus a great Writy 


bcrnar, 


Ter rowneſt in. Andthat it was'as ſtrange aman ſhould be an African withour being an Afr, 


prubicum non efſe 


frum . qiam Afrum AStO be an African and not laſciuious. Secondly ,theſe dangers/o frequen, 
won efſe Afrum. © 


To chaſtity, and being of a humour very gentile and pleaſing, gauc loue, and 
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images of death. Tho conatry was to him a place-of darkneſſe and' pyy 
fancies;the houſe of his father aſepulcher.zthe memory of his paſſed plegy, 
res, hel : Al was diſtaſt;,heing deprined of himfor whom he loued al thing 
It {cemed to him al. me he-beheld were ynworthy of life, & that death way 
quickly-cary away al the world,fincexttook him away who he,prized abgy 
althe world, Theſe words eſcaped him,which he afterwards retradted,co yi, 
The the ſoule of bis companion,end his, were expreſly but oye and the ſame, [urniumgingy 
dades., and therſore be avberred life , becauſe be was no more then balfe a man , jet wu 
he not dye. for feare the partoof bus fretad , which yet liued in bimeſclſe, might pericth, |, 

.c\;Althis wel declared he had great diſpoſitions to'loue., & thatto whatfih 
ſaeuer his; 2fcions tendeg, ney never world be with. mediocrity.lt ſcemey 
now al things.conſpired againſt him rto.kindle a coalc in his yeynes , which 
the reublution:-of many yeares.could.not extinguiſh, Firſt, 2s.northing ismoy 
Gangerous:to:foment this paſſion then tl. example, he liued in aplace,asx, 


ſpeaking of 4frike, which bred S.Auguftine, ſaith, It was the Country of ! 


'Which ſeemed to requiremuch retention, found-liberty enough.inthe houks 
forthe reares of the bleſſed $. Monica were not as yet ſuſhciet roſtay the courſ 
@tinſolent youth,fince the father litle cared: for that he hauing one daybe. 
hcld.his ſonne in the bathes,ſpake ſome free words, which {ſerued rather as; 
ſpurre for ſenſuality then a motiue to cotinency.1nthethird place,asthe eye 
mult be open ro'dire& occaſions, ſo hetherein vſcd ſo litle ſtudy, that hauing 
a ſoule as it were of (ſulphure, ſo-much was it diſpolcd totake fire, he haſtned 
to throw himſelfe into the midft of flames. | 

: He hanted the company oft libertines,who are the moſt dangerous enemies 


reciprocally receaued it; & although he had none, needs muſt he counterteit, 
When he came to Carthage, about the ſixteenth yeare of his age, there wasuot 
a-ſtreet where 1oue {ſpread not his nets, He a5 yet knew not wel whatit wayto 
loue, ani yet defired to be beloued,& grew weary of liuing ininnocency, He 
hated his liberty, and ſought a hand which caprtiued htm.Hewentto Theaters 
there to beholil loues repreſented, where he feruently was enamoured of the 
pailons of imaginary louers : yea his very eyes hunted in the Church after 
obie&s of concupiſcence,by glances too too diſſolute; for which he cofeſſel 
to hauc been very particularly chaſtifed by the hand of God, fince he mingled 
theſandiry of the place with the entertainment of his prophane aQions.This 
vicercd foule threw it-ſelfe our of it's compaſſe, and rook wind and fire 08 
euery fide. ltſcemed to himhe mult excel in vice as wel as in (ciece.He made 
himſclfe more vicious then he was , to appeare more gentile in the cyes 
euil men,and there remayned for him nothing more as it were in this point 
but one ſhame,not to haue been ſufficiently impudent. In the end he tel into 
the ſnares hedeſired, and was inuolued in admirable labyriaths , where cue 
the end of one loue was the beginning of another, 

This life ſo carnal was a perpetual hinderace to the viſitations of God, Fot 
as the Plaroniſts ſay, ſtarres canot exerciſe their vertue on the ſphere of fire: 50 
al the light of good counſcl had no force inthe flames of ſuch apaſſion. His vu 
ſpirit was depraued by ſcuſuality, allured by the bait of worldly beauties,& F 
darkned with the obſcurity of his blindneſſe,in ſuch ſort,that the light ofth* 
ſpirit of God in him found no place. If there bea vice in the world whidl 
tyeth the ſoule to flesh , and makes it ſtupidro the feeling of God, itis thus 
foule finne: and although it be not wholy incompatible with g{cience, yf 
neuer accorded it with the wiſedome of heauen, which is more conuerſantil Þ 
the taſt of heauenly-things then in knowledge. 
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Di(poſitions towards the conuerſion of Saint eAuguſtine. 


=—Ehold the principal impediments of the conuerſion of 
>| S. Auguſtine: but God, who inſenſibly woue this worke, 
1]. & drawes good cuen from the cuil of his cle& , cauſed 
him to vſe the remedy of the ſcorpion that ſtung him. 
£1/ For as he purſuing his ordinary curioſity , plunged 
1] more and more into ſolid {ciences, he-began by litle & 


= very ſtrage,that a man ſhould make al kind of dreames 
—_ and ſottithnes to paſle tor ve! ities, vnder the falfe ſcale 
ofthe holy Ghoſt. ThOſe of his faction, whoſaw him wauer,ott lent their hel- 
ping hands, too weak to ſupport him;& knowingthetr owne inability , pro-. 


who ſhould diſingage his mind from ſo many doubts , and atfoard him. ample 
latisfacion. 


$91 licle to diſtaſtthe doctrine of the Manichces, finding it 


. . Fe . * b . - 
niſed quickly to cauſe the prime man of their Sect to come trom Carthage, 


They failed not in their promiſe : for in few dayes the falfe Biſhop Fauftus Fauſtus and his 


&ived, who was as the fwotd and buckler of the Manichecs, He was a man of a qualities, 


emies MW fairepreſence, had charmes in his tongue, & many attractiues in his conuerſa- 

: and Wien, ableto enſnare the moſt ſubtile wirs, He inſtantly ſct himſelte to frame 

erfeit, Wome ſtudied diſcourſes vpon the maximes of his ſuperſticion, which were. 
as uot WW heard with great'applauſe by the whole: faction. For indeed he was an eagle 
wasto FWanong parrets., Theſe men ſuppoſing that Augrftine was tully ſerled inaltheir 
y. te Maprebenfions and approbations , asked him what he thought of the Biſhop 
caters Whauſw, & whether he were not an incomparable man? He very coldly anſwe- 
of the Wied/he was cloquent, & throughly able to tickle an earc: but his malady dail 

| after Macreaſing,could not be cured by a man, who perpetually ſpeaketh, & ſhuffles 
pfefſel Wipthe matter ; and therefore beſides his goodly ſcrmons, there was need of a 
ingled Wharticular conference , where he might fully diſcharge his mind, Fauftus ene 
1s, This Mowed with a natural curteſy, thinking he had to doe with a yog ſpirit, whom 
re 08 FWiewith words would amule, accepts the diſputation;where inſtead ot finding 
e made Ficrane he encountred an eagle , who handled him roughly from the begin. 
yes of Fling of the battel, This man made him preſcfitly appeare to beof baſe gold, & 
| point lit hisrallent was no other, then that he was an indifferent Grammarian, had 


rad ſome orations of Tully, the memory wherof were very freſh in him, ſome 
ailllesalſo of Seneca, with a mixture of poeſy : but inthe books of his owne 
Kt, he had very litle knowledge. Althat which made him eſteemed in pub- 
le conſiſted in a grace of language , which procceding from a faire body 
Werxpoſed with the more exteriour pomp.Behold that whichnow through 


the world authorizeth an infinit number of men, who are inthe opinion 


cies, Filgnorant,or the indifferently knowing,as flying fires in the aire, When Au- 
r ofthe Wine put him vpon the ſolftices , equinoGials , ecc)ypſes , the courſe and 
1 whicd on of ſtarres, wherwiththe books-of Manes are repleniſhed,this man then 
ris © Fund himſelfe ina new world: but yet was wily;for he was not as the ſattiſh 


Mchees , who promiſing euidence vpon this doctrine , madeas many flips 


%Y,and that he better had loued to contemne ſuchthings then ſtudy then, As 
F 


Pretioſorum pocule- 


rum decents/{1mus 


miniſtrator, 


Conf.5,&s6.' 


ſteps : he roundly ſayd, his curioſity had nener borne him fo farre that .* 


for 
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for the reft,the docrine of Manes depended not vpo the knowledgeof ecclyp; e 
ſes, fince neuer had ir beenecclypfed. Auguſtine peruciued his DoRour wy, | | 
not wholy ignorant, fnce he vnderſtood at the leaft how to acknowledge his f n 
.owne ignorance, bur was otherwiſe abſolutely diftaſted withthe divinity gf |} 0 
the Manichees, (ccing {olitleſupport in Farſtus , who was the prime pillar of the &Þ o 
fa&ion;andthe ſnare which he would make vſe off ro ſtay him,was the begin. | » 
ning of his liberty. 1t was to make a banquet of flowers and ſongs for one a. i "i 
moſt famiſhed, to ſecke with words to giue him ſatisfaQtion, i 
Intheend, after a long aboad in 4frike , hereſolued to goe to Rome , noth i to 
much to find verity in its ſource, which as yet he propoſed notro himſelfery I Cl 
be'inthe Church of Kome, as to diffolue the yrkſomenes of teaching Rhetorite © ti! 
at Carthage, the youth wherof was extremely inſolet. His freinds propoundeg Ill ca: 
vnto him for his ayme'a farre other ayre., much difterentſucceſles from his Wl 2g 
fermer labours,and another recompence for his merit; adding beſides,it wa I 20 
aſweeter clymate, where yong men held withinthe liſts of good diſcipline, iſ cr 
yealded their Maiſters ful farisfaQtion.It was the ftrogeft bait could therinbe I ma 
found; for the ſweetneſle of his ſpirit was incompatible with the botdneſſesf ſl ie 
the ſchollers of Carthage, which was the cauſe that ſecretly ſtealing away from IM 0an 
his good mother, who could not with her teares hinder this voyage, he ſerſaile MW vas 
for 1taly,& came to Rome.Behold him inthe chiefe Theater of the world, where ff catu 
he began to (hew himſelfe,and entertaine an Auditory in his Chamber, tobe Iſ com 
knowne,and forthwith appeare in publike Courts , where he learned the ſy. I yt 
ANtents of Rome gaue their Reader good words, bur the tyme of payment bem 
come, they incoſiderately many tymes forſooke the Teacher, to exerciſcelſ. iſ chan 
where the hike deceit, which infinitly diſpleaſed him: & ſeeing that by good I fcull 
fortune a Rhetorician was ſought after for Milan, he handled the matter ſoby I hed 
the aſſiſtance of ſome Manichees whom he yet courted for his ewne ends, &by I tue,t 
- fauour of Symmachus Pretour of the Citty, that this charge was ſtayed fr om 
him. mſuc 
Behold him then at Milan, where the prouidence of God had marked ourhis I &ion 
lodging.Behold hin in the field of batrel, where he was to be aſſaulred.Beholl }£© ethic 
him in the Amphitheater, where he ſhould be difarmed. Behold him inthe { gilar 
ſphere, where he muſt be iHuminated. Th 
As we haue beheld the ſtrong oppoſitions which ſtopped vp the way in the {© &we 
ſaluationof this great ſoule , ler vs now ſce the meanes God ved for hiscon patty 
uerſion. Heer is an admirable ſpe&acle,b worthy the conſideration of noble © ture 
ſpirits.ſince of al the works which God doth our of himſelfe, nothing hathbYtaa 
much manifeſted his wiſedome, bounty,mercy,8& power,as the conuerfiond ute t] 
men. We obſerue in thc effects & expericces of nature,that one thing draweth Mora 
another in foure eſpecial manners, to wit , ſimpathy, motion, heat, and ſect Prayer 
atraction, Simpathy ſay I ,or natural conformiry;ſo theſtone tendeth down 
wards into the boſome of the earth, becauſe it there finds repoſe: Motion;bFfoughe 
the hammer driues the naile,& one manleads another by the hand, Heat;orle{hoo] 
ſunne raiſeth vp the vapours of theearth, after it hath ſubtilized and heazdE& ful © 
them: Secret atra&ion; ſo amber drawes the ftraw, and the adamant wynstit 
iron. The ſpirit of God,, ingenious and powerful in our conucrſions , make | 
vic of theſe ſame foure attractions to draw vs to him. Attractions , whichatFmiliar, 
able ro gayne the harſheſt , diſarme the moſt ſauage , hear the remiſſelt , auFconuer 
ſtarrlethe moſt ſtupid. Artraion of ſimparhy , conſiſteth in good natuFplemar 
and ſweet inclinations , which the Maiſter-workman giueth vs tor veriugn2s no! 
Attraction ot Motionis ſeen inthe conuerſation of good company , witFiying | 
examples of piety ſweetly ſtirre a ſoule to that whichis it's good, Atrradionierin ty 
of heat is inſinuated by the word of God, which is a ſivord of fyreto maliſthis ſpe 
ſtrange diuiſions between the ſoule and fleſh. Secrer attraction, 152 Mens ag 


particular touch from God,who taketh men by wayes hidden, interiour, ®esth 
extl 
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a that of 8. Paul who felra blow inthe bloud of $. Stephen , when he ſhed it by ſo —_ 
e his £ 04ny hands as he gaue-conſents tothe fury of his cxecutioners. Such was that 
ity of |} oft" lagler Geneſiue vader Diocleſian, who in a ful Theater {coſting ar the cere- 
ot the & monies of Chriſtians , at the ſame time became a Confeſlourot rhe faith,and 
egin. | Martyr of Ieſus Chrift. Such was thatof Mary,necce of Abraham the Hermit, who 
neat. © was gained to God in a ſupper whichſhe had made in abourdel.Such likewiſe 

was that of 174is a poore maid-ſeruat of Alexandria, who as the Samaritan going Martyrol.Rom 14. 
wot} | to draw water, lefther pitcher torunne to Martyrdome, & 4oyning-herlelte to __ & 22, IE9= 
lets © Chriſtians which were led to exccution, bare away'the firft-crowne. Such was ; 
orike | that of a chiete, who ſorſooke his wicked life , beholdinga yong Monkethar 
andes I cate wildroots,& another conuerted, hauing ſeen Paphnurius the Hermir drink Tom 
zm his I aglaſſe of wine, who neuer had drunk any before, & then only did it by areſi- ,_ Avia , 
it wa I gation of his owne judgement & proper wilintothe hands of another who tirul. Charit.num, 
pline commanded it: Thethiefe at that inſtant thus concluded, That it this holy 6, 
rinhe { man were ſo enforced by vertue for an action ſo contrary te his ordinary lite, 
efſegs be bimſelfe might welby the help ofreſolution vndertake the ſame predomia 
; fron | nance ouer his paſhons, & of antl man become a Saint,as hedid, Briefly, ſuch 
tfaile MW wasche conuerſion of Parentivs,a man of quality,who exerciſed a place of 1ndi= 
where © caturein a Citty of 1raly: For hauing ſeen a yong ſwynheard , who taught his 
.tobe I companion a'trick to make his hogs readily runne ihto rhe Sty, which was to 
hefty. I ay ty chem: Enter bog ges into the ſty, a5 wicked Tudgesinto Hel ; and then perceining 
beg © thatrheſe beaſts-readily obeyed this word, helaughed hartily ; burpreſeatly 
elſe. Ml changing al his mirth into ſerious actios, heſet himſelte toponder on the dite 
y good ff fculties he'found of ſaluation1n the great corruptios of iuſtice,8& was foitou- "x 
r ſoby = ed thar he rooke the habir of Francſe.ahs,where he ſo farre proceeded in ver- ns 
;, &by tne;that he became General of the Order, & viſited bare-toor al the howſes of l 
0d for MY Francis. Trmuwſt be confeſſed there are great priuiledges of Gods proutdence 

mſuch affaires. 1 am willing briefly torecite examples of theſe ſecret attra- 
out hiz © 8ions, becauſe they are very famous; & Iſer before youthe foure forts of con- 
Behold {uetfions , by reaſon they wil not be vnprofitable to make vs diſcouer the fig- 
inthe {gdlar economy of Godin that wherot we-are now about to treat, 

TheSaujour of the world vied al theſepieces in the couerfionotS. Auguſtine,” 

in the {Swe may obferne in his progreſſion. For firſt , concerning attraction of fim-" The economy of 
vis cov WW pathy or natural conformity,it is true,that this great man was of an excellent. God inthe con- _ 
f noble FI ature, & though it were along trymeſmothered vp in flcſh and bloud, yer wag, V<rkon of S. Aug. 
hath fas a ſunne in ecclypſe, which ſhould one day apeare in ful liberty, & illumi< 
rſiondfÞ te the body, whichthen was it's obſtacle.la his moſt reder infancy, he made 
Irawcth £ Worous tnclinatians to his Creatour appeare, For then he had recourſe ta 
d ſeat Þrayer,as to a Sanctuary of his ſmal afMi&ions: & like a child, placing feliciry 
downe-£!nthat which rouched him neereſt accordingto his eſteeme , he ardently be- 
tion; fought God that he might eſcape the chaſtiſement of rods, & diſgraces of the 
at;foreÞſ ſchool, He was of an humour free & liberal,gracious,mild, affable, obliging, 
4 heard & ful of compaſſion towards men in want, which is a good way to repreſent 
v ynstieF ear aQtions of vertue, and diſpoſe oneto receyue the ſpirit of Godin abun-: 
, makeſdance, Aﬀe tions, with teares of ſweetneſle & deuotion, wereto him very fa- 
hichaFAliar,which apeared on theday of his being made Prieſt, ſome time after his 
eſt  aqeenuerfion; for he ſpared not to weep in that ceremony, were by chance a fim- 
4 natotFpleman incerpreting that this happenedro him through diſturbance thar he 
vere. gas not yet a Biſhop, who fo wel deſcrued it, he came neer tocomtort him, 
7 , wherBiying, He should be patient; that Prieſthood was the next degree to the dignity of a Bichop, + 
era100FYibet in rene be should enioy the accoplishmtr of by defire. S.Auguſtine afterward relate1 


:o malFthis ſpeachro his freinds, as anexaple of theerrour of iudgements made vpon 
s 2 mogens atios, As for his vices,he had nothing therin black or hydeous: for his 


our, 9esthough-inordinate,were bounded inlimits moſttollerable; and his am- 


ext! bitions 


F 2 


| $1 
earzordinary, So, many times we ſee conuerfions infinitly-ftrange. Snch was 


Notable conuer- 
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bitions were not haughty and diſdainful , but confiſting only 1n a Nleight yg; 
nity to make ſhew of that which he had either of wit or -learning ; a paſſion 


Otherwiſe he hadno deſtgne, pretence, engagements, as hauethey , whoof. 
ten couer their petty intereſts with rhe pretext of piety, and are euerreadyty 
imbrace the Religion wherin they find moſt accommodation for their tem. 
poral affaires. Auguſtine.-was ſo free from worldly auarice, that he kneyy ng; 
what it was to makea fortune,or reach at wealth. Scarſe would he euerearne 
to carry a key, poſſeſle money ina coffer, and take accounts, as oblcrueth pyſ. 
fidonivs 1n his life, Al his mind was v;0n books , and al his intentions aymegty 
the finding-out of truth , that he might offer homage. to her for al he had, any 
faichfully-{erue her al his lite, after he once had wel knowne her. Thele diſpo. 
ſitions gaue a ful paſſage toſuchas wereto treat with him, 
On the other part,attra&ion of motion, which commethfrom goodexan. 
ple, was tohim very aduantagious in the perſon of his good mother S. Monica, 
And if certaine people, as the Lycrtans, rooke the name oftheir mothers, as of 
thoſe, whom they thought moſt contributed tothe production of man iaty 
the world, Auguſtine had great cauſe to take the title of his nobility from g, 
Monica, who brought him forth more profitably for tae life of grace,then tha 
of nature. 
The qualities ofS. This woman verily wasthe pearle of women, whoſe life had not greatlight. 
Monica, nings of extaſies, nor raptures; for al her vertues paſſed with litle noyſe, like 
to great riuers that glide along with peaceful maieſty.: but al was there very 
inward, as in her who euer was .hidden within the .better part of herſelf, 
Much hath ſhe done in affoarding a S, _— rothe Church; and whoſoeue 
cannot diſcouerthe ſecret vertues of the ſunne, let him content himſelte ty 
mcaſure it by his rayes. She pretending to conſecrate her Virginity to Altarg, 
God drew her to marriage, to. gainefrom her aDo&our for his Church, This 
Saint knew not as yet what ſhedid , when in hertender yeares by a laudable 
cuſtome ſhe roſe fro her bed in the deep ſilence of night, to offer her prayers 
| to God, and when ſhe-ſhortned her dyet at cach repalt; to diuidethe moityof 
il” her life with the poore: butthe ſpirit of God, which guided her., diſpoſedher 
then by theſe actions to ſome-matter of importance. She was marriedtoaPs 
gan, and one of a humour very vntractable ; which (te ſo ſoftned by herlong 
and diſcreet patience;that in the end heſer aſide al his moody extrauagancie, 
as itis {aid the furious vnicorne ſleeps in a maidens boſome, It was with hera 
great coſolation to haue maried an infidel, & after ſome yeares to {ce himdye 
a Chriſtian, ſaying to God, She hadreceiued alion, & reſtored a lamb, Alher 
careaymed only at this ſonne, whom ſhe firſt ſaw ingulphed ina life moſt lick. 
tious, afterward by miſhap inuolued in the hereſy-of the Manichees. T he poott 
mother endured nyne.entire yeares the throwes of this ſpiritual chiJd-birti, 
the moſt ſenſibly that may be imagined. What griefe and ſighes in her retite 
ment? What fancies in herſleep? Whatprayers inthe Church ? What almes\l 
neceſſities of the poore? What prudence and diſcretion in al her proceeding? 
She ſought our al the paſſages into this ſpirit , which ſhe could imagine: but 
ſeeing it was atotrent not to be reſtrained by herforces, ſhe peaceably expe 
Red the aſſiſtance of Heauen.She deſpaired not of his malady through tearets 
cure him. Ske vndertooke notin theferuent acceſſes of his feauer to vpbrai 
his diſorders: She went not about menacing him with fire & cauteries:Butdi 
as God, who a&eth no 11, but euer ſo vſeth the matter,that the euil is extenut 
ted. When ſhe could not ſpeake to her ſonnc, ſhe cauſedthe apple of hereyest0 
” rum generans {peake to God,deploringal night, 8 wateringthe Alrars,not with bloudof vi 
600g &imes, but thar of her ſoule, which were her teares.,We may ſay,thatas the wi 
Tarcxrirws Philo- ters which haue pearles inthem, runne for the moſt-partto the ſouth,ſoths 
holy womau being in Afrike,aSoutherne Region, became inthe — 
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her teares thetrae fountaine of the South, fit to beare a great pearle, which 

afterrvard brought torth for Chriſtendome many millions of pearles. N ecuer 

had the Angel Raphactſomuch<care of yong Toby, as this celeſtial Intelligence 

of her ſonne,, being perpetually in Centinel, and obſeruing the viſlitations of 

Gods prouidence, Her Paralitike was already at thefiſh-poole, and expeed 

nothing but the ſtirring of the water. : 

Behold ſhe came from Afrike to Milan, through ſo many perils both of ſea & 

land, ſuch trauels andſufferings , to conclude her deliurance. She found her 

ſonne much already ſhaken by the ſhocks,which the cloquence of S$, Ambroſe 

had giuen him, Soone the holy womar.knew.it was this great Biſhop , whom 

God had choſen to ſera ſeale vpon this worke of the conuerſion of a man ſo 

important: and her ſonne relateth, that from thattime ſhe eſteemed S. Ambroſe _ --- 
252 very Angel of Heauen (a) .She was ſtil inthe Church to behold him, eucr £ O_ "_— 
ſhe hung on his lips, as the ſources which diſtil from the Paradiſe of God. hn Dis a 
* Keeris the attra&ion of heat, or rather the ſunne that muſt on high.exhale o« ſuſpendebatur ad 
this cold vapour; after ſo much reſiſtance it had made againſt the ſpirit of fonrem aqp ſairemis 
God. Auguſtine himfelfc very particularly deciphereth, how being at Mulan, he — 
law the Biihop Ambroſe, knowne through the whole habitable world(b) as one (,, 1, a 
of the beſt men vpon the carth , who ceaſed not ro adminiſter to his people 4; rerre, 

the word of God, whichinit bare corne, oyle,and the wine of ſobriety. This 

man of God,ſaith he, at my arrinal imbraced me,as a father would his ſonne, 

and ſhewed he was much pleaſed with-my coming to Milan, -obliging me with 

many-charitable offices, Behold the cauſe why I began to afte&t him very 

mach: not ſo much yer as aDocour of truth ( for I expected it neither-from 

bimnor any other Catholike) but as aman, who wthed me wel.l continually 

was preſent at his ſermons; inthe beginning for curioſity,to eſpye and ſound 

whether his eloquence were equal to his great reputation. I was very atten= 

tuero his wor. s, litle-caring tor the matter, and | found he really hada ſtyls 

very-learned and ſweet, but not the cheeriulnes aud-quaint attraftions of 

Faſt (c) though for ſubſtance of diſcourſe there was no compariſon:For Fau- 'c) Sermonis eras 
f recounted fables, and this man taught moſt wholeſome doctrine, Behold erudiioris. minus 
the firſt apprehenſions that Auguſtine had touching the abiliry of $. Ambroſe. In — 
theend he continuing to heare him for delight, truth entredthrough his eares, Faefli. Ga 
which were only openedtoeloquence , and he found in the beginning, that | 

our Religion had not thoſe abſurdities whichthe Mamichees obtruded, & were 
itnorttrue, it might at the 4eaft be profefied without impudence, which he 
could not hitherto be-perſwaded vnto. The old Teſtament , which with the 
Marichees he fo much had reieced,ſeemed to him to haue aquite other face,af. x 
ter the learned interpretations of $. Ambroſe, The chymeraes and fantaſies, 
which enuironed his imagination , were diſſolued at the rifing of ſome petty 
rayes from him. Notwithſtanding it was yet neither day nor night in hig 
foule :Errour was below, and Religion had not yetthe vpper hand. His fpirie 
oucrtoiled with ſo many queſtions by the wiles of Sathan propended to new« 
trality , being neither hot nor cold, as it happenethto thoſe , who forſake 
fruth through the deſpaire they haue how to know it, 
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SEC TIT FILL 


eAvitations of ſperit im S. Auzuſtine vpon 
his conuerſ.on, 


- V T God ſti! enflaming his chaſt deſfices , he bey 
= nimſciito contider S, Amoroſe, whom he perpetually 
had for obiect;and ſecing how this man was honoure 
i| by the chiefe Potentares of the earth, and hou he floy 
riſhed in ſuch giorious ations, al appearcd complex 
!] in ſuch a life, but thatir went on withour a wite;he 
Bal thinking atthat time the want of a great burden tohe 

Y| a mayne miſery. Heas yet proceeded but to the barke 
==] of $. 4mbroſe, obſeruingonely what was exteriour,ani 
not penetrating into thoſe greattrcaſures of lights, vertues, contentments,x 
heauenly conſolations, ſtored vp inthe botome of the conſcience of this holy 
Prelat.He had vehement deſires to ſpeake to him ſomewhat more familiarl, 
to vnderſtand his opinion, to aske queſtions at large , todi{couer his hartd 
naked, and vnfold the miſeries of his paſſed lite: And becauſe (ſaith he) 1 ſtuds 
weed of a man ſul of gfear leaſure to receiue the ebbe ani flow of thaughts which were in my 
ſeule, now I found al in Ambroſe , except time to heare me: not that he was diſficult of u 
«ſe, for he was eucr in bis Hal expoſed to the ſeruice 0 f the whole world; but my vnbappineſ 
was, fo be like the Paralitike of the fish-pool,ſtil eut- gone-by others more ſtrong then my ſelf 
What diligence ſoeuer Ivſed , I ſound Ambroſe enuironed with alarge troup of ſullicins 
men, whoſe infirmities be comforted to my excluſi-n; and if any litle time remained for bm, it 
was employed eyther in repaſt, which was exceeding bort., or at his book, The good Prelat ſts 
diedin his Hal in ſight of al the world , where 1 oft beheld bum , and ſaw that in reading, 
only ranne ouer with his eye one page of 4 booke , then rummated it in his hart , tot at alms- 
wing his lips , whether it were that he would not engage himſelf: to arſcourſe vpon his reading 
foal there preſent, or whether it were be did it to preſerue his voice,eaſily weakned with mud 
exerciſe of ſpeach , or for ſome other cauſe, | thought time was very precioue to him, and ſeeng 
bim ſo ſerious, 1 ſuppoſed ut a kind of tmpudency to interrupt hun, Aſter ſo long a ſilence 1 went 
«Way with the teſt, not hauing oportunit) to ſpeake to him. 

Verily this diſcourſe ſheweth a merucylous repoſe of ſpirit in $. Ambroſe, 
as it were ouer-much modeſty-in $. Auguſtine : for it was a wonderthat he who 
ordinarily liucd at Milan in the reputation of a great wit, and was already 
knowne by the Biſhop to be ſuch,brake not the prefle at one time or other,to 
gaine ſome houres of audience in an affaire of ſo great importance, I ſhould 
thinke either thathe vſed a forbearance too ſhametaced & irreſolute,orthat 
S. Ambroſe would not enter into diſputation with a yong man as yer fo wel 
perſuaded of his owneabilities, before he had ſuffered him toripen, and tobe 
throughly ſeaſoned by thereſſentmers of piety.Howſocuer,ir put the mindot 
S. Auguftine into great diſturbance, Behold (ſaith he) almoſt eleuen yeares, that 1 bait 

ſongbr tbe truth, and ſee 1 am arriued at the thirtith yeare of my Age, Jet ſtil perplexed. T0 
morrow infallibly it muſt diſſolne : ſtay yet ahggge ; perbapsFauſtus wil come ro Milan, an 
zel chee al. But how wil be tel that , whicke shal neuer kaow 2? Let vs bold with the 
Academikges , and ſuy al is wneertaine , for enery man manteynerh what he lift, 1t i the 
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1141 to imagiue, and the nature of God to know. But the Academikes ( behold 
gallant wen) doe leaue 4 ſpirit in perpetual dotage, Let vs rather ſet our ject onthe ſieps of 


Cutholike Religion , where we planted them from our tender age, It is not ſocloudy 4s the 

Manichees ſuppoſe it , Ambroſe bath already much freed me from errours : let vs purſue + 

the reſt. 1, but Ambroſe harh not leaſure for thee, Let vs read : where $hal we find neceſ. Diſturbances cf 
ry books , and where haue fit time? Thy ſcbollers buſy thee al. the mornings ; take at leaſt id ins, Augue 


ſme howers after noon to enioy thy ſelfe But when shal I admit the neceſſary viſits of fieinds 


ſtine 


that muſt be inter teyned? and when the preparations for myleftures'and when my recreations? 
Let al be loſt , ſo 1 may gayne my-ſelfe. This life , as thou ſeeſt Auguſtine, is moſt miſerable 

and death vncertaine, If it catch thee vpon a ſurprize , in what eſtate wilt thou leaue this 
world? 4nd where doſt thou think. tolearne that which beer thou haſt neglefcd ? Bur how 
ifdeath alſo hould conclude the faculties and life of the ſeule? It is a maaneſſe to thinkg onely 


CL 


wit , fince al the greatnes and choice of Religion , wiſedome , and ſand 


rages 45 be hath giuen vs, if we had no other life but that of flies and ants. Auguſtine, thy 


el is thy ſenſuality. 1f thou wilt find God, thou muſt forſake thy ſelfe, and from this tne 


jaward bid a long adieu to worldly pleaſures, Thou art deceyued: when thou haſt leſt them, 


thou wilt h.aue the repentance , to bauc done that too ſoon, which thou oughreſt not to doe;nox 
caſt thou an)-more mak e an honourable retreat mio the world. Let vs live , we baue good 
ſrinds,; we may in the end haue an Office., 4 wife , meanes, and al ſort of contentmients 
There are too many miſerable enough through neceſiuy., that conſent not to it by. any ad 
mluntary, To conclude , 4 wife and the inuth of the Goſpel, are not things incont- 


ible, 


Behold how this poore ſpirit turmoild it-ſelfe-in the retirement of his co. 


tity fights for the im= 
wirtality of the ſoule, 'We should neuer ſo much employ the ſpirit of God in ſo great adutt 


zitations., as himſelte hath declared in his Confeſſions. Hebeheld the life of 


5, ambroſe and his chaſtity with aneye yet benummed and ſurcharged with 


terreſtrial humours, and it refleed ſome rayes vpon him ; but he found it ſo 


high mounted in the throne of it's glory , that the ſole aſpect affrighred him: 
ke meaſured continency by his ow ne-forces,not by the grace of God.Behold 
why he deſpaired of aſingle.life, and thought a wite was a chayne, ſometyme 
wabappy, but euer neceflary. He liued at that tyme with Alipms and Nebridiue 
twonoble Africans, his intimate freinds, who followed him charmed with his 
dodrine and ſweetneſle of his'conuerſation: and trom this tyme they propo. 
&dthar life ro themſelues, which they afterward led.He often put them vpon 
the intention to eſtabliſh a good manner of life, to paſle the reſt of their 
ayes in the ſtudy of wiſdome. Alipius, who was very chaſt , maintayned this 
could not be done.in the company of women, according to an ancientſaying 
« Cato, who afirmed , If al the world were without a woman, it would not 
deexempt from the.conuerſation of Gods. Auguſtine that was lefſe chaſt then 
llyws, and much more eloquent, prepared himſclfe to diſpute this queſtion 
frongly and firmely againit him,ſo that it ſeemed (ſayth he)thar the old ſer- 
pentſpake by his mouth , ſo much he connected together reaſons and allega- 
00s to mainteyne his opinion. The good Alipus was much amazed to behold 
(ach agreat ſpirit ſo tyed roflesh; and as he attribured much to al his opi- 
aons, reſpecting him as his Maiſter,it was a great chance he ha drawne 
timinto,volupruouſaeſſe through a ſimple curiofity of experience. This 
miſerable ſnare ſtayd al his good purpoſes, and needs mult he breake them ts 
Putthis great ſoulc into ful liberty. 


SECTION 


Confeſ. 6 rr. 
Amans beatam with, 
timebam illam in ode 
[14. 


THE HOLT-EDP YVES. Z2&t. 2: 


—_ _ — , P 


r! 
Tree accidents waici furthered this conuer on, - 
ia 
W 


RM; T happened, eyther by the induſtry of holy $. Monica who i 3 
L= fayled nor to dblerue opportunicies for the ſaluation of he 


; ſonne, or by 2 ſecret inſpiration of God , that he-wom be 

SF whom hehad brought with him trom Afrike,and withwhon di 
2 he had alwayes lived in fayre correſpondence, preſeruing ty « 

W 


> him inuiolable fayrh,as if the had been his lawful wife, reſd. 
'ued toleane him, ſaying : That she bad now fulfilled the meaſure-of her ſinnes, Thg & 


it was timeto thinke vpon a retreat , that «he should dye with this onely griefe , not tohay Uh 
Feares enow to wash the offences of ber youth ſo:vntbrifuly waſted, For the reſt , neutr ng Chr 
should poſſeſſe her after him, and that al her loues sbould be ſrom this time forward fortin Ml '** 
who made her ; only she recommended ynto him a ſonne which sbe left, praying be wall tas 
Shew himſelfe as a father and mother vnto him. ths 
Auguſtine was much amazedat this ſpeach, lt ſeemed his hart was pulle od 
away from him, to ſec himſelfe ſeparated from a woman he fo faithfully _ 
had loued : and on the other ſide he was ful of confuſion, to behold that ſhe ſome 
ſhewed him the way which he ſought, he nor yet feeling himſclte ſtrong i 
-£nOugh to follow her example. It was not jn his power to ſtay her any lon, % 
ger.nor to approne what ſhedid. His ſpirit: was penſiue and diuided, net bac) 
nowing vpon what toreſolue. After the departure of this woman, the mo. f 
her,who as yet knew not the wil of God, ſpeakes to him of mariage, andhe then 
aft hiseyes vpona yong virgin of a very good howſe, which much pleaſe Fa 


him,who though ſhe were two yeares yonger then the lawful age of mariage 
permitteth, hereſolued to {tay for her; but in the meane ſpace he found out iſ % 
pewioues, taking another vulawful womaniin the place of her whom heha 
torſKken. Mr my 
Yer for al that he deſiſted not from the inquiry of truth , feeling nonedt te 4p 
al thoſe engagements more then that of loue, which made the ſhaipeſt reſ- Ih 4) m4 
ſtance againſt him;and ſeeing he could nor accoaſt $, Ambroſe in his great mi 
. ©  tiplicity of affaires with that facility he wiſhed , he made his addrefle to 
Hcly Simplicia- Sy plicianus , Prieft of the Church of Milan. He was one of the moſt venerak 
oY men that was then in Europe, endowed with infinit piety and excellentlite 
rature, For this conſideration he was delegated by his Holineſle to ſerues 
a ſpiritual Father to $. Ambroſe... Otherwiſe he was ſo humble and modeſt, thut 
to giuc his Biſhop the vpper hand, he very often counterteyted i1gnorancelt 
queſtions which he right wel knew, conſulting with $. ambroſe as an Orac 
becauſe of his dignity, and giuing aperfe@texample to al of the duty 

oweto the Prelars of the Church. . 
Beſides theſe ornaments of vertue and ſcience, this holy man had iron Gc 
- attraGtiues in the facility of his conuerſation, & ſweetnes of entertainment 
ſo that a certaine particular grace was ſeen to ſhine in his face, which was the 
cauſe eucry one defired to ſpeake to him for his conuerſe , nor was any 
weary of his copany. Auguſtine hauing met with this Simplicianus, who he calle 
the man of God, throughly openeth his hart vnto him, relating al the diſt 
bances of his life paſſed. Smplicianus moſt tenderly imbraceth him, and ſhev& 
the Port now much neerer then he imagined.For as he mentioning that amd 
Other readings he had peruſed the books of Plato, tranſlated by Victor 


Senatou 
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cenatour, and heertofore Profeſſour of Rhetorike in the Citty of Rome:T like 
yer wel ( ſayth this good old man) that you baue read the books of Plato, rather then 
the impieries of other Philoſophers, 1doubt not but you haue obſerued many paſſages m this 
good Aurhour woich make for our Religion: but fince you bane read the tranſlation of ViGo= 
rinus, and much eſteeme of it , why doe you not Þ:icate him in bis conuerſion ? Tou muſt vu- 
gerftand that 1 moſt familiarly new him , when we were at Rome: he was 4very learned 
«ld man , hauirg bis haires growne white in the long ſtudy of al ſorts of ſciences , which he 
taught , marured, and illuſtrated the ſpace of ſo many yeares , partly in declaming , partly by 
writing, There Was not almyſt a Senatour in Rome whuh acknowledged bim not for his 
Maifter, and: he arriued to ſuch a degree of repyutatiof., that rhey eretted a Statue vnto bim in 


Soo canfideration of has great learnin g. Who could euer haue hoped ws the decrepitneſſe whereunts 
wer b was come, to ſee him borne againe among the lutle children of the Church ? Notwithſlan- 
wh ding to chew au the force of Gods ſpirit, after the reading of almoſt al the books in the world, 
ing t be jer himſelfe-in the end of bis age to peruſe the Bible and other writings of Chriſtians, 


SY BL he found himſclfe ſurprized atwnawares, ſaying aſterward to me : Simplicianus, 


the brow Iam 4 Chriſtian, | thinking he meant to ſcoffe me : 1 wil not , ſayd t, belieue any 
to ba thing, til I ſee you ar Church. Andimagine you (replied be) thewals of a Church make 4 
on Chriſtian ? He ſpake this , much ſearing to offend the Cedars of Libanus , which were his 


forks parents. , eminent in quality , though Infidels : but he afterward was wel reſolued neucr te 
tluch more for the Ghoſpel. Let vs goe ({ayth he) to the Church, 1 am & Chriſtian. I was at 
ths word ſo tranſported with joy, 1.could no longer conteyne my ſelfe.1 led bim to the Church, 
pulle od cauſed him to be inſtruded inibe articles of our faith, and commanded a name to be giuen 
hfull bun among thoſe that required holy Baptiſme. When he came to make bis profeſſion of faith, 
ſane one thinking to pleaſe him, would -haxe him pronounce in ſecrer.No ( ſayth the good old 


at he l | 

ſtrong man) in publike: It 1s no longer fit to be ashamed of ſo glorious an attion, As ſoone as be was 
1y lows wunted into an emment place to pranounce the articles of his beliefe , al the world which 
d, not kaew bin , began to cry Victorinus , Victorinus. The admiration was ſo great, the 


16 mo. i #n7enfment ſo vniuerſal, the io9 ſo ſenſible,that it ſeemed euery one would ſnatch bim from 
and he ience,to ſet bim in bis bart. 
peak il Ob God: how you honour thaſe that faithfully ſerue you? Behold bim now, who inſtead of 
ariagt yag bimſelſe to thoſe dying Palmes of Rherorik 8,15 faſtned to the tree of life., which neuer 3 
14 one qunicbeth , and ts eternized with 2 glorious memon in the eſtimation of Chriſtendome, Who 
| he had WY eld wor chinke humſelfe moſt bappy, by following bis example to.participate in bis crownes? 
In myne owne part I wil truly conſeſſe vnto you ( deare ſonne ) that at ſuch time as Iulian 
none the 4poſtatu forbad al the Chriſtians to vſe humane learning, 1 was as much additted to it gs 
eſt ref 9) 104% of m1yne age, being then.in the flower of youth very curious : but ſeeing matter of faith 
-at mul 0s 0 queſtion, I moſt freely forſookr thoſe Syrens , to arriue at the bauen of ſaluation, where 
reſſe to | ſpeedily hope-to emroy Your company, For ſo excellent 4 nature as yours is not made to be loft. 
nerable It were over-much to reſiſt the inſpirations of God; Jour age and fashion require you 10 lay 
entlite- I 97s 4fide. | 
rue}, This diſcourſe quickned with loue, reaſon, wiſedome,.and examples ſo 
eſt, thit {nſible, penetrated tarre 1nro the hart of Auguſtine, cauſing him to ſpeake 
ranceinÞl cle words, which he did afterwatd couch in his Confeſſions: | knew not what Confeſl 1.8. cap x. 
1 Orack lo anſwer, conuinced b 7 verityes ſo palpable, but in dul and. drowſ y words, ſa ymg alwayes, this Non erat omnine 


#4l ſoone, very: be: yet bad tl TT uod reſponderem ves 
e , Very:{oone be : yet bad this [0 | | 
duty wy y:{ p; ſeone no meaſure init, nor aud thisdelay 1 deſired find any — __ "Aus mp 


tantum verba lonts 


ad ſtrowſh God recharged agayne , and 1ayd a freſh battery vpon Auguſtine by the 4 ſunnolence med3, 
ainmen:} Youth of a ſecular man, A certaine gentleman of Africs , called Pontianus, who ecce mod) : ſed mods 
h was tht bllowing the Emperours Court came to viſit him in his lodging, found by & meds nenhabe- 

5 any chance on the table, the Epiſtles of S. Paul. This being a man much giuen to = wodun, oy fine 
he call deuotion, and who knew Auguſtine to hauea wandering wit inthe curioſities P ulum in longwn 
he diſtu ofprophane books , ſmiled roſce him nowſ{eeking our his entertainment A 

1d ſhew® with an Apoſtle. Auguſtine replied, there was no cauſe of wonder, for it was 

hat amig} * become his principal exerciſe. The gentleman ſeeing him in this good 

iftorint bumour, ſcrs before him diuerſe diſcourſes of piety , and among others ſome 

Senatol ; narrarions 
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narrations of the life of $.4nthony.Wherewith Auguſiine & his copanion Alpiu 
were rauiſhed, hauing nzuer before heard this greatSaint.ſpoken of: So litle 
Curious were they to know that, which could not be.omitted but by ſuch x 
were willing to be perpetually ignorant of themſclues. The-other proce. 
ding in his diſcourſe,repreſented tothem the companies of Religious then 
great account, eſteemed by al the world as the paps of the Bride,.repleniſhed 
withceleſtial odours , which ſtreamedeuen as farre as the deſerts, with im. 
mortal ſources of their milke ; and adced that they had a Monaſtery-in the 
Suburbs ot Min erected by S. Ambroſe, wherein were many great examples of 
wvertue, They heard this man with-ſome ſmai ſhame to be ignorant of þ 
large a treaſure, cuen at their gate, whillt they turned ouer the writings” gf 
many wits which lined in flames, tormented where they are, andapplauded 
where they are not. This good man ſceing they xelliſhed this . excellent dif. 
.courſe, following the point, ſ2yd : Being one day at Tricr,with three gentlemen 
companions , «s the Emperour after dinner beheld the Turneyes and race of horſes with al by 
/ Cour t,it came into our heads to gee take the ayre in certayne gardens neer to the Citt),Thy 
of the foure of vs walking along artiued by.chance at a litle-Cel, where they found Hernits, 
. > 4 Booke of the liſe of S. Anthony. One takes it vpreades,and admireth it, end mneading 
is ſo moued, that ke determined in his hars to chauge his courſe of iſe. And being no longer abt 
to.conteyc himſelſe ( ſo replenished was he with the loue of-God and confuſion of his own 
nfirmues) he turned to his companion, and ſayd: Aud what ( 1 pray ) doe we ſeeke with 
647 trauels? Whither tend al our ambitions ? Woy beare we theſe armes ? What pretend we 
with ſo much toyle? To gayne the good fauour of 4 man , which is more light then the wnl, 
an0re fraile then glaſſe more thin then ſmoak, ? Out alas.! by what perils haſten wet, 
greater danger? By what ſteps mount we vp to 4 promontory of ice, where our foot is tur 
7pon the precipice? Bebold , | may from bence forward bathe fred of God, if I wil. He pnjs 
fied to read this book,, al.on fire, and became big With a new life, which be brought forth; tha 
agayne .he cryed-out as a man rapt with an extaſy : It is done ; 1hane broken my bands;frn 
this ſtep, from this hower,in this place I am reſolucd to ſerue God. Goe (my deare fremd)ifyu 
wil not im:tate.me,at the leaſt oppoſe not-my reſolution, The other replyeth : 1 am whol) jou 
God forb:d | forſake you in ſo fare a way, by fruſtrating my ſelſe of ſo honourable a watfai, 
and ſo nh a reward. Behold them from gallants in an inſtant. become Hermits. 1 and m) 
aſſociate enquired for them in the meane ſpace on every fide., and about enening found m 
ſelues in the ſame Cel,condemning them that they muſt be ſought for , and ſaying 1t was un 
gnne to end our walke with the day-light , and returne to the Citty. They ſeriouſly mai 
anſwer : They had found their lodging, we-might doe wel to goe whither we pleaſed,but tit 
were throughly determined newer to depart ſramthence, 

I thought in the beginning it was 4 counterfeyt merryment , but better ſounding 1t , # 
relation what had paſſed, 1 m eſſe(t {aw they were men wholy changed, We were ashamd 
fo leaue them, and as yet felt.eur ſelaes much vnable to follow, In concluſion we partel 
with many teares, we dregging our harts in the duſt, they by ſupereminence lifting the vena 
part oft hemſelues fo Heanen. We went to bearg this newes vuto two Ladies, thetr betrothed 
wines, who enkindled with the ſame ſpirit , affoarded a free conſent thereunto, vouny 
cheir virginity to God, at the time when thei marriage Was almoſt on the point of an 
ſummation, 
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SECTIOW KL 


The admirable change of S, Awguſtine, 


HiLlz Pontians telatedthis, s. Auguſtine was enchayned te | 
F)/23,| his diſcourſe, andalready felt flaſhes of lightning and bat. 
| , 5) tels in the botome of his conſcience, which he had mych 
NSF adoe to difſemble. lt ſeemed that God took him as a fu 
0 I] tiue, who was hidden behind him, to ſet him in ful vie 
A LS) j before himſelfe, He ſaw himſelf (ſayth he) in this diſcourſe 
- | as in a mirrour, foule, crooked, disfigured ,& repleat wir 
blemiſhes and vicers. When he made compariſon between his owne fe 


CN ES 
/ } 


yorthineſſe , andthe life of thoſe braue Champions , a holy horrour of his 
vices ſo ſurprized him , that he ſeemed defirous to be defingaged, and to fly 
from himſelfe. And in this confli&t he was ſtil much contounded before his 
owneeyes. The reſolution of theſe two gentlemen vnueiled his memory, 
embroiled from his yongeſt yeares, when he remembred he had great incli- 
nations to ſerue God in the ſtate of continency, and to haue begged it of 
him, who is the Aurhour therof, but with ſo much weakneſle, that he feared 
that God would not thentake him at his word. He much wondred how theſe 
menin one after-noon could reſolue on an affaire of ſo great importance,and 
that he in the ſpace of twelue yeares ſtuck faſt in the ſnare. Intheend, he 
could conteyne himſclfe no longer, but brake the ayre with adeep figh,ſaying 
to his faithful Alipius : What is chi? What baue we heard? Theſe 1mple men are raiſed, 
ad winne beauen by a braue warfare , while we with al our knowledge wallaw in flesh 
and bloxd, Doe we blusb to wait on them? Nay rather let ys be ashamed not to follow 
them, 

He ſpake this very ſuddenly in great agitarion of ſpirit, which appeared 
n his forehead, in his eyes, viſage, colour, and voyce, Alipiw very ſad beheld 
tim, judging there was ſome tranſpoxtation inthis at, From thence he ſtole 
ntoa garden ( which was very neer the chamber where they diſcourſed) as 
aman diſtempred , knowing wel what he had been,and not as yet vnderſtan= 
lng what God would doe with him, atthe leaſt he had an intentionro giue 
tee liberty to ſighes, which he could withhold no longer. Alipivs thinking 
there ſhould be nothing concealed from him, ſtep by ſtep followes him, and 


both in priuate began a good worke. Auguſtine ſayd in this retirement:My God, An admirable 
what hinders me that 1 breake not my chayns to day , to put my ſrlfe into the liberty of thy combat. 


®iltren? What monſter is this ? Behold m:y wil commandeth my eye to be opened, my hand to 
Werke, my foot to walke , this is done without reſiſtance : now this ſame wil commandeth 
i-ſelſe to for ſake a wicked pudle, & ſet t-ſelfe in the path of vertue;why ſo much reſiſtace? 
Duubreleſſe is wil and it wil nor, otherwiſe it would be obeyed.1 am yet fafined to the earth by 
ſme great root, 5+ to day 1 muſt cat it off. Seeft thou not, Auguſtine , two meſſengers 
hi Gd, ro wit shame and feare, armed with whips, which are by thy ſides to wyn thee from 
th Wa) of thy cuſtomary pleaſures? Turne thy face boldly , cut off from benceforth al the 
bots , which haxe hiterto entangled thy liberty. 1t is done ; Behold me free. 1 deceaue my 
flfe ; | am not 45 yet where I thinke.Then let vs doe it now without further promiſe. What 
vthar? 1 feele, what 1 doe, and doe not ; notwithſtanding 1 beliexe what is g90d, and reco)le' 
Wt; 1draw neer, I mount vp ; the cauſe why 1 ſtay is but to take breath, Inthe end by pure 
ſnce Lebold I ama there ; 1 touch » and almoſt reach the good ſo oft deſired, Out alas ! 1 ſay, 

, | '  aimoſt, 
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almoſt.For in eff. #1 touch not nor 4s yet hold any thing, Muſt I fo much doubt to dye.to det 


and ttue fer life cterna!? [ 
4s | was ( ſayth he) vpon theſe reſolutions , necr approaching my bappines , if 1 di ſe ” 
behind me the image of that Lleft in forſaking the world, 1 might ſee abyſſes and borroy, : 
which congealed my hart, and yet norwiuſtunding I ftocd faire, not proceeding nor retyring ll - 

45 a body banged inthe ayre. mt 
Bebeld. in an inſtant al the ſenſual pleaſures of my youth, which 1 bad ſo chcriched , wh Fox 
preſented tomy imagination,as Nimphs and Syrens, They-feemed to pul me by the gammay, wy 
and ſay: Auguſtine , What ? Wi you forſake Vs aſter we fo ſrecerly baue tramed heh 
Jour yourh : Whereur haue we diſobleged you , but im ſuffermg you to e710) content mens mu 


which the lay of nature permitietk; ? lou, now become very bardy m this tranſportation 
Jour thoughts. Itis 4 ſeauer which peſſcſſech you, it wil paſſe away , and you wil be my 
ashamed to awe ua longer made vſe of vs,You baſten to gee awry , which shal coſt ou dent 
if you take not heed, When you haue done , you wil be ashamed to returne this way bak 
againe,and.for jeare to be thought 4 fool, you wil le miſerably al the reſt of your dayes,Whan 
£47 you line without vs * You are not ſo ignorant of that which Ged bath created foryu, 
'You baue Fill c(licn ſor beauty, and wil heue as long as you line. Toloue , and not enioy, it 
be ſer onthe torture ;, and to be there voluntarily , is to [50ſt your wits, What ? this monur 
of time beer being ended , ae we yours .no longer ? What? shal ncither this nor that be ſth 
mitted vs for euer? 1sit enovygh when one ſaytb for euer? What hel is there in the world, ifn 
be not to be depriued for ener of what we moſt affe? 

Theſe shamlcſſe Syrens altered not their diſcourſe ; for ſtil they battred.me with ſuch lg 
word:;but found | bad changed mine eares. Bebold the cauſe ,why as | then shewed my ſi 
very reſolure , they much leſſncd their boldneſſe, Their ſpeach was no longer a command, lu 
& requeſt : and vvhen 1 cumned my face from bbolding them, it ſeemed their-voice vvas loft 
re are, lik c a languishing eccho , to vvhich prox-mty affoard; ith no more Teuerteratin, 
The more I fortified my ſelfe with reaſons, the more they defiſted, Al-they could doe was bt 
ro ſpeake ſame ſlig ht words ſoftly in myne eare, or by ſtealth pul m: by the cloak, to cauſent 
to turne my face once againe towards them:but I ſtood firme 4s a rock, , beholding the. beau 
and ſweerneſſe of the life, towhich 1 felt my ſelſe called by God. 

Ic ſeemed vnto me that I ſaw be fore myne eyes faire chaſtity, the-mother of boly loues,encms 
p4ſſed with 4 large troup of vir, gms aud chaſt ones, al-whit with innocen Y, &> reſplenaerwi 
l'ght of glory. She ſmiled vpon me with 4 brow more bright ſume then the clecreſt ſuncmn; 
day, and ſtretching out her arme ful laden with palmes ., Come confidently ( ſayth $he) 
Why dee you any further diſpute with Jour thoughts? Forſak.e thoſe Syrens., they foo mud 
haue abuſed the flower of your age. 1 wil acquaing you with cheir deceits , their vanities, al 
1nfamies, if the experience of 4 doxen yzares haue not taught you more then'l am abley 
diſcouer,\Whar els baue you done the ſpace of ſo many yeares, but til a barren field , which pi 
miſed fruits, gaue you thornes and il fauours, [prin bled with ſome flight Lloſſomes? 4s 
their words, were th:y not ſul of promiſes, their promiſes of oaths, & their oaths of periunit# 
What illuſis && phantaſies haue you experieced? And i f You haue in ſome ſort entoyed che,hatd 
41 not been worfe then your ovone deſires, ſo much was ut mingled with gal -and attended If 
Temorſe, which made ou beare gibbets and*tortures with your pleaſures? Muff you pardof 
a hel with ſo many mifchiefs , which ſeemeth wide -open to receaue the deſperate ? When 
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thinke you to find pleaſure out of God, from whom al pleaſures are? 1 am not ydcow Wi Bdthe 
barren, as your thoughts ,o Augultine , doe fignre me : I am the mother of holy delights, Wager in [ 
ever fruitful by the v1ſications of God, My iojes ure gardens, which nener wither, ſince 0) Whrin on 
Pperperually are wate red with immortal graces, Aske thoſe childrcn , thoſe maids, thoſe ma briſt, 
and women. Behold of al. ages, and al conditions : aske them , if they euer found an) butte- berg, 

nes in my conuerſation. You turmoile your ſelſe vpon the frailtics of flesh ; how ſimple #& There 
Jou ? vyby cannot you doe, vvhat ſuch and ſuch haue done , yvho haue vvaxed old in vir gimitf 0d, w 


Think yeu they bawe ocher ſesh, bloud, and other qualitics then you? You equal chem m u, 
except in ſlrong reſolution to be aflaue no longer, Imagine you that al 1s they dots hl alipiy, 
Their ovvne povyer? God giues them the vvil,, God grants the poyyer, God affoards them | iualit) 


Accomplishment, Child of diffidence, vyhy doe yau ſti! handle Jour infirmities ? Cleaue = t) Receg 
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THE PRELAT; | [- 
death the iny to-the wal , and fears not that exer be wil bereaue you of his ſupport , if you to. 
hw vemaine faithful. ; | | 

- He entertayned his-mind'with ſuch” cogitations, andit ſeemed vato hina 
this conſideration at that inſtant drew al his miſery ,as from an abyfle, tos 
repreſent it before his eyes. ; - 
Then was it-vhen the ſecret attraction, which conſiſteth inthe particular 
wuch ofthe holy Ghoſt, did manife(tly. appeare. Behold the propheſ of 04- 
waccompliſhed.: Behold rhe God of Marefly who thundrerh. Behold che voice of God on 
ty waters , 41d on the great waters, ſince 4. forceth teares (0 iſſue out in aboundance.Bebold 


Pſal. 28. 


ſan. Behold rhe voice of God , which break«th the Cedars of labanus , fince it ouerthrowerh 9*6as, 
4the pride 0 f rhe world. Behold the voice of God , which deaides the flames , fince it ſcattereth 
kefers of concupiſcence. Behold the. voice of God, which shakech the deſert , ſince it remo= 
wth from the borome to the rop the ſterilities of this deſolate ſoule. Behold the voice of Ged, 
which prepareth the Hind for ber deliuerance, ſince it remoues al the obſtacles, 
He was neer his Alipiw , who expected the ifſue of theſe agitations of 

nind, and ſuddenly behold he felt in his hart.a rempelt raiſed, which in it - 
conteined fire and water , and ſceing the cloud. began now to be dtuided 
withthe ardent ſighes and fountaines of teares, which he powred forth , he 
Jeft Alipins the Secretary of al histhoughts, to inguite himſelte turther intore- 
tirement, and giue free raines to his paſſion, He threw himſelte vnder a fig.” 
xe, which 1/idorus of Peiluſium holds to haue been the tree of the firſt vnhap- 
jinesinthe world , ſo , as it to wipe away this ſtayne , it had then been the - 
teginning of his happines, There he made riuers ruh from his eyes , which 
were waſted with his hart in a noble ſacrifice of loue , and ſcemed willing to * 
wah the victime with the waters of .Libanus, before they were burnt in the 
ireof Syon, 

Therevpon he cried out withredoubled fighes : My God, how long? My God, how 
ing? No longer remember the ſinnes of my foolish youth, but treat with me according ro the * 
pumeſſe of rhy mercies, Shal we-yet ſay , tomorrow , tomorrow? And why not today? And 
Wherfore is it 208 tixne to giue end to 4life ſo-exorbitani? 1 am troubleſome tomy ſelfe,nor can * 
aj longer endure my ſelfe. Muſt 1 ener be to-Heanen anobiett of vengeance , ard 10 earth 'an 
mrefirable burden? My God, bow long? My Ged,how long? Speaking this with an abun- 
lace of briniſh teares , he heard a voice ſweet and harmonious., which ſaid 
tieſe words as it were ſinging : Take andread , often repeating them. Admira- 
tion ſtopped the loud ofteares , arid he began to examine in himſclfe, whe; 
tierſuch a voice could come frem any neighbour place by ſome ordinary” 
neans, Al vw hich wel weighed, he found it-cquld not be humane, bur thatGod: 
this voice inſtructed him what he was to doe. He went from this place thi= 
der where he left $. Paules Epiſtles with his freind Alpus , imagining that as 
anthony had been conuerted by the reading of one word in the Ghoſpel-on 
ich he caſually happened , God might likewiſe worke ſomewhat in his 
Mule by the words of his ApoſHe, He openeththe booke with a holy horrour, 
{the firſt ſentence he encountred was that which ſaid: It was time to live rg From. rg. 
Wer in good cheere, feaſts,and the d1un kennes of the world, That it was time to line nolon- 


There was no need to read any further, Behold in an inſtant the ray of C 


fuality, And Alipiw caſting his eyes vpon the ſubſequent words, found; 2" 


fo for- fide recipe, 


Yox Domini ſuper 
D jeſt &- 
the vaice of God, which cummeth with a ſtrong band, ſince it ouerbe#reth al reſiſtance, Behold * Weds —_ 


the yaice of God , which commeth with magnificence. , ſince-it operateth ſo glorious. & conuer- mini ſuper aquas 


P{2n in come ſſation;- 
t5 2 | bus &y ebrietatibu 
"1 mchaſt eds, quarrels,vanities,and emulations, but ihat we muſt be cloathed with-keſus 7,on mn ebb, pos 
iriſt, 4s wich 4 robe of glory , no more obeying whe flesh., nor the concapiſcences of impudi-itis mon in 
bar, |; contentione &p timw- 
ftione , ſed .ndu:.n; 
. . . . . "WS" "1ninum Teh 
0d, which diddire&ly.beat vpon his hart, and opened to him adelicious Chriſtum, — 
ty, Behold him throughly reſolued. He ſheweth this paſſage to his faith- prowndentian ne /e:c- 
| dlipts,, as the deciſiue ſentence of a long proceſſe, which he had with vitis in conenviſcentiis 


TAL : t) Receaue him , who is weake in faith, Behold me (ſaid he) 1f. you determine ld molt” 
- = - — . 6 


0 
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ev forſake.the world, rake me for your compamon, They voſe and' went bath to the gig. i © 
S. Monica: Mother ({airh Auguſtine) you shal not need to take the paines to nd me a ; 
&weje. Bebold-me a Catholik.e; and which is more , wfttued toleaue the world, to live in coy, j 
8mency. The reſolution is made and concladed with God,there is no meanes at al to retyre Hay il *© 
notGod withheld tht ſoule of this holy widdow of Naim,it was already vo fl ® 
herlipsro fly out for ioy,bebolding this dead ſ6ne,this ſonne of ſo many tes. 
res,to Bme ynexpededly out of his tob,and preſent himlſclte before hercyes 
with a ſplendour of incomparable light.She made bon-fires of toy in her a 
& trinmphed with celeftial alacrity, bleſſing God, who had ſtretched ourthe Ml ** 
power of his arme onthis conucrſion,and who by the bounty of a true father 
had ſurmounted the vowes of an afflicted mother. ha 
Auguſtme inthe meane whilethought ſweetly to begin his retreat from the fa 
Rhetorike Le&ures wherin he was engaged. There yet remained buttweg 
dayesto the time of vacation,which had the continuance of twenty ycares, iþ * 
4, man, who then entertcyned tarre other aftections:notwithſtanding, through G& 
great wiſedome and modeſty, he would nor breake with exteriour pomp, by = 
Publiſhing a change ot lite in the Citty of Mila, bur ſuffered the time to tex M 2 


away withlicle noiſe, When the terme expired, hequierly diſcharged himſelk iſ ©? 
therof,and1ikewiſe freed himſelfe from the importuniry of fathers, who pal. iſ ** 
fionately ſought himrto be Tutour to their children for his great capacity,he MW ** 
alledging for his excuſe , that the exerciſe of the School had brought adifi. Ihe 
culry of breathing, & an indiſpoſitionof the breſt vypon him ,which threatned I ® 
him with a tyſicke,ift he deſifted nor. This was very true.but yet not theprin. Vi 
=_ point of his reſolution. Behold how this great ma auoided the occaſions wn 
of oſtentation, and the diuers interpretations he might make to himſelfef i , * 
2gloſle of his ations: and although God (as he ſaid) had pur into his hartfis pf 


ming darts and juniper<coals againſt ſlanderous rongs-, he choſe ratherto 
take away occaſion of calumny, thento ſee himſelfe put vpon the neceſlity of 
defending himſelfe; very farre different therin from the nature of thoſe, who 
make great flouriſhes, tro end them in nothing. ; 

After he was diſcharged from his profeſſion of Rhetorike , he retired hin. iſ 
ſelte into the Grange of Verecundas, where he ſtayd alongrime , as yer aCaz i *® 
chumen, leading a moſt Angelical life, ſpent wholy in prayer and the ſtudyot my 
holy lerters. From thence he wrot to $. Ambroſe of the errours of his paſſed Y. Pi 
life,and the eſtate wherin he preſently was by the grace of God , as alſoofthe i *' 
aid he had contributed to his conuerſion , demanding befides what bookete iſ j"*© 


ue 
fore, 
rg 


ſhould read, the better to prepare himlſelfe for the grace of Bapriſme, S. 1 fe) w 
broſe certifyed him of the contentment he rooke 1n this ſo particular viſits oY 


tion of God, and aduiſed him to read the Prophet 1ſay; bur he ſeeing he coull T My 
not yet vnderſtand it, did deferre ittil another rime, wherin he might beet wy 
ter practized in holy Scriptures. v 
S. Ambrofe bapti-, 1 theend, the day ſo many rimes deſired being come, wherin he was tobe, *©fl 
z£d $, Auguitine, borne anew by Bapriſme,it being inthe thirty fourth yeare of his age{asCz- Wy he 
dinal Baronixsaccounteth 1t)he went fromthe Grange of Verecundusto tie Cit ry 
of Milan, where he was chriſtned by the hand of 8. Ambroſe,and had for comps. le 


nion of his Bapriſine his faithful freind Alipius , and his only ſonne Adeodarw, Sik 

| that time about fifteen yeares of age;ſoprodigious awit,that his father coullF*. "34 
Herrorimibieras notthinke vpon it without aſtoniſhment. 1 bad nothing therin (ſaith he) my fl N 

yfmd engenuwem. bur ſinne; the reft is fro you, who ſo wel know how to reforme our de formities, But al wi ye 

there admirable, for atthe age berween fifteen and fixteen yeares, he alreaf, 7 "at 

ſurpaſſed many grear and learned men, He alſo verified the ſaying of $ag5 Bebo 

afirming theſe ſuch ſparkling wits are not for any long continunry, c 

I 20 carth , forhe dyed ſome yeares after hisreturne into 4fr ke, _ S.. ta 

4.908 emmn;es of repoſe in the father , who already apprehendedthe courſe ofthis youth: lof 


wiale, 


although ge grieued to ſec him taken away inthe flower of his age, yet _ 
0 
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... || ctherfide hewas much-comforted inthe innocency of his life , & hope of his 

1%" BY {mortality , knowing it was the wil of the gardiner , ho had gathered the 
"uu  fuicaccording to his good pl c,to lay ir vp inſtore. After this Baptiſme, 
"" i} there were nothing bur hymnes, fongs , lights of cternal yeritics , thanks-gi- 
o_ viog, and teares of 1oy, ; £; 
"pu This done, he-muſt rake the way of Africe, and they were now arrined tothe o, Jeath of $ 
ters portof 0fiza, expeQting the oportunity of nauigation, whenthe holy and vene- yg, ica, © 
3 Bf cable mother Monica, of fifty ſix yeares-of age, and worne with many labours, 

nar, rendred to nature hertribute, and ſoule to ir's Creatour. 
wethe This admirable woman reſſembleth the Arke in the deluge, which after it 
— had borne the whole worldin the bowels therof amongſt ſo many ſtormes & 
fatal conuulſions of yniuerſal nature,repoſed on the.mountaines of Armenia:So 


w $. Monica , when ſhe ſo long time had caryed in her entrailes:& hart a ſpirit as 
_ geatas this vniuerſe , among ſo many rteares and dolours, ſo ſoon as ſhe was 


rocek &liuered of this paineful burden, wentto take her-reſt on the mountaines of 
wy tim, Alitlebeforeher death, beholding heauen from a high window , which 
Po opened on a garden, the {cemed there already to marke out her lodging , ſs 


= much-ſhe witneſſed refſentment and extaſy rowards her ſonne Auguſtine , who 
opd. athartime made this admirable colloquy with her, couched by him after- 
ity. wdin his Confeſſions, 1 he concluſion was that ſhe{ayd vnto him: My ſonne, 
diſk." I have now nomorve obligations to the world, Jou bauc drſchar ged al che promiſes of heauen ro 
-atned ne, ond [-baue conſummated al rhe hopes | might haue onearthin ſecing you 4 Catholike,and 
pris whchie more , reſolued to perfedti.n of the life you bane embraced, When bal pleaſe God t0 
ao WY 0% 1am like fruitripe and falling, that holdeth onnothing, 


Ifefor MY Spc after ſhe betook her ro her bed, being ſurprized with a feauer,which 
ney kepreſently felt to be the meſſenger of her laſt hower. Behold the cauſe why 
he being fortified with armes-& aſliſtances neceſſary for this combat, tooke 
ity of ae of Augnſtine.and his brotherthere preſent, affe&ionately-entreating them 
- who We remember her ſoule at the Altar , only meditating on Heauen, and negle= 

: Gingthe thought of the land of africa, whichſhe had ſeemed art othertimes to 
4 hin. | «re for the ſepulcher of herbody. 
| And as her other ſonne ſaid vnto her: Madame,my mother , we as yet aremot there, 
tudyol We hope to cloſe your eyes 112 047 0WNe cOMNITE), aud bury you in the tomb of your busband;this 

boly woman ſeeing this man would ſtil tye her tothe preſent life, & diuert her 
» ofthe rom cogitation of death, which to her was moſt ſweer, beheld him with a ſe- 
okehe © £ye, and then turning herſelfe rowards her ſoune Auguſtine, Harken (ſaith 
'$. Un be) what he ſaith; as if we abſent from Africa,muſt needs be the further ſrom God. She of- 
* viſt M2caſt her dying eyes rowards this ſonne, 1who was her pretious conqueſt, & 
te could (09 in her lickneſſe ſerued her with moſt particular aſſiſtances,athrming that 
- bebe. { {18efive had euerbeen a good ſonne towards her , and though he had colt her 

Many ſorrowes, he neuer had forgottenthe reſpect due to a mother, 

Verily there was a great ſimpathy between the ſoule of ſuch a mother and 
ch a ſonne, which was infinitly augmented after this happy conuerſion, 
udthercfore we muſt giue tonaturethat which belongs to it. The child Adeo- 
ls, ſeeing his Grand-mother in the laſt agony ,as poſleſſing the affections of 


mp4 

_ Ws ather,threw our pittiful out<cryes, in which he could not be pacified. And 
er coullF" 1#$uftine , who endeauoured to comfort them al vpon fo happy a death, 
) my 6 thheld his teares for a time by violence, but needs muſt he inthe end giue (b) Aug, contra 
t al waffagero plainrs ſoreaſonable. The Saint dyed as a Phenix among palmes, & Tulianum Pelagia- 
- alread hl havingrendred the laſt dutiesto her, purſued the way begundiredly for 7 © —ak Dei difpens 

E $406, ator, quem veneror 
wk Schold how the conuerfion of S. Auguſtinepaſſed, 8& though many cooperared - pt np Chriſte 


Fin, yernext ynto God, S. Ambroſe hatheuer been reputed the principal A- —_ leſw per Enan- 
\uch: anljÞ*%; and for thar cauſe his great diſciple ſaid of him : (b) Ambroſe s the excellext —_— G i nmiſtrs 
Jer onthF[940 of the great father of the family, whom I rewerence as my true father, for be bath be- 1,006 one 


oth G 2 gotten rations accepi, 


(c)Y »Iuftanus 
Epiſt. 2. 

iF ir eft 111544 glor't 
eeap 1% eA vgs hs, 
an itz [acer lorib 4s 
a*ſque derrimento 
 Cral 1445 11440ni rolerge 
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Lorten me inle{us Chriſt, by the vertue of the Ghoſpel, and God bath been, pleaſed tomy 
fe of his ſergice co regetrate me by Bapriſme. Whileſt ſtarres and elements ſhal con. 


tinue , it wil be an 1umnmortal glory to rhaffigſhop 4mbroſe to haue giuenthe 
Church a 8. Auguſtine, of whom Voluſianu [pale one word worth atnonſand:(c) 
Auguſtine is a m.44 capable of al the glory of the world. There w mach difference berweey hig 
and other Bishops. The ignorance 'of one Chnrch-man alone preiudiceth not Religion, but why 


bur inſcnia: at cum od we. come to Bishop Augultine, if be be 1gnorant of any thing , it is not he, Lut the law whi 


Amntiftuem eAnen(t 


num veniiur, Legs 


i defecttue,becauſe thu man is as knowmnyg a the law it-ſelfe, 


derft, cuicquid av e9 


:Comrigerty I:norarl, 


The Rae of Chri- 
Ne :domn, 


_ of Chriſtendome, & often flacknedthe good reſolutions of Valentinian by col 


:  theraigne of this Valentmian, & had not-much occaſid to entermedle with 


SBCTION. AL 


The affaires of S. Ambroſe with the Emperours Ualentinian 
the jather , and Grattan the ſonnc. 


, Y 
tf v7 


<Q » fd 


ET vsleaue the particulars of the life of $.Ambnyſety 
purſue our principal deſigne, whichistorepreſentit 
in the great & couragious actos he enterprized with 
the Monarchs of the world. Let vs not behold this 
Eagle beating his wings in the lower region ofthe 
| ayre, but conſider him among lightnings,tempeſts,s 
WS 2 0 whirl-winds; how he playes with thunder-claps,ad 
[4 euer hath his eye where the day breaketh, 

- | The ſtate of Chriſtianity ſtood then in needoft 
brauePrelat to eſtabliſh it in the Court of great-ones. The memory of lulu 
the Apoſtata , who.endeauoured withal his power to reſtore 1dols , was yet 
very freſh,it being not aboue ten yeares palt ſince he dyed ,.& yet liuedinthe 
minds of many Pagans of eminent quality , who had ſtrong deſires to purl 
his purpoſe. Onthe other ſidethe 4rians , whoſaw themſelues ſo mightily up 
ported by the Emperour Conſtans, made a great party,and inceſſantly embroje 
led the affaires of Religion, 1ouinian, a moſt Catholike Emperour, who ſaccec- 
ded Inlian, paſſed away as a lightning, ina raigne of ſeauen months, Afterhin 
Valentinian ſwayed the Empire, who had intruth good reliſhes of Religion, bit 
withal a warlikeſpirir, and who toenterteyne himſelfe in ſo great a diuerlty 
of humours and ſe&s, whereon he ſaw this Empire to be built, much prope 
ded topetty acc 6modatiss,which for ſome ty me appeaſed the euil;buttook 
not away the root, He made aſſociate of the Empire his brother Valens , wiv 


| beinga very good Catholike inthe beginning of hisreigne, ſuffered himſelt 


to be deceived by an Arian woman, & didafterward exerciſe black crueltis 
againſt the fairbful, til ſuchtime as defeated by rhe Go;bes and wounded ina 
encounter, he was burnt aliue by his enemics in a ſhepheards cottage , whets 
ynto he was retired ; ſorendring vp his ſoule in the bloud and flames whete 
with he had filled the Church of God. | 
The aſſociation of this wicked brother cauſed nuch diſorder in the affait 


neſſe and tolerations, which were rather eſtecimed the feauer of rimesth# 


men, 
S. 4mbroſe entred into charge,as is moſt probably thought, abouttheendl 


yet from his entrace ſheweth he would become a Lion. For ſeeing in theSti 


ſome praiſes inwagiſtrates,which turned tothe preiudice of the Church, 
| yith 


ſoldier 

that 

him, 
Thi, 


ithe © cowhir offended , but anſweredto s. Ambroſe: Iris « long time 1 bane foreſeen Theod. lib. 4. cap 
:(c) Jaur nature , & the liberty you would vſe when 4 Myter was ſet on your head. Tet notwub. 6. 
! ha funding did1 neuer oppoſe your election, and though I might exercize the reſiſtance which the 
who WY loves allow me , without anyorber authority , yet 1 gaue my conſent., for the defire 1 haue to 
wi W jebold a ffous man in-this.charge, Doe what thelawesof God appoint yon, the times are fucks, 
and need 4 good Phiſictan. 
This ſo fauourable beginning promiſed ..good effes for the future. But The Jeath of Va- 
— ÞF thisPrinceliued not long atter : for hauing reigned abouttwelue yeares in a lent: aiay the fa- 
- very harſh manner, he.being haughty, and enceffinely cholerike, it happened ther. 
that hearing one day the Deputies of a Prouince in Bohemia, who excuſed them. | 
{clues vpon.certaine-incurſions.and roberies imputed vnto them ., he entred 
into ſoviolent.and thundring diſtempers., that they laid him -on the bed of 
death;for tromthe C ounſel table he arthart inſtantwas caryed into his cham- 
ber. Thewcines of his body ſhrunke-vp,his.ſpeach ſtopped, his members were 
turmoiled with horrible-connulfions , .and his facefpred al ouer with purple 
ſpots, In-concluſion he was waſted with feruours of anger, more dangerous _ 
thenthe dog-ſtarre., which in tew howerstooke hence wao vnder the {word 
ſets WW ofthe Romany Empire had.made-ſo many Armies of Barbarians totremble , to 
evtit WW teach-vs we haue no greater enemies then our felues, | 
with Yalentinian-lett-two ſonnes ,, theone by his firſt wife Severa , which was Gre< 
d this WW tar: The other by Luſtins which was Vaientinianthe Yonger. Let vs ſee how S, 
ofthe W 4nbroſe treated with them both. ; th 
ſis, The holy Biſhop, who had already-exerciſed ſomuch anthority ouer the ta- 
$,anl W ther;reteined ir on the ſonnes with ſo much the more-priuiledge, as their age 
andthe neceflity of affaires of the Church. required, Valent:mau ſome yeares 
doft before his death, forcſceing as it were what would happen,declared hiseldeft 
lu WY fonne Gratian Succefſour of his Empire, and from that rime aſſociated him ro 
as jt 8 bis dignity, As he was a Prince very aweful,and who among his ſharp procee- 
10th i dings ſpared not to mingle many ſweet atrra&tiues when he vndertrooke an 
purli W zfaire, ſo hemade himſelfe appeare in his later dayes as aſcttingſunne in his 
ly fy WY Royal Throne, and hauing made a moſt ſpecious Oration to al his Captaines 
abrop- and ſoldiers there then about him , flattering , and calling them compa- 
uccee By ons by way of Court-thip, he exhibited many large demoftrations of amity 
er hi W tothem: then taking his litle ſonne Gratian by the hand, clad in-an Imperial Gratian the fonne 
on, bit Wl robe, being then of tourteen or fifreen yeares of age, he told them , that this of Valcatinjan, 
verily MW ws bis Heire , whom they were one day to hauc tor companion, and who 
rope ſhould with them tread vnder-foot the powers oppoſed againſt the Roman 
crook Empire *adding he ſhould equal his father in valour and in affeRtion, due to 
5, WY their good ſcruices , but ſurpaflſe himinſweernes, hauing been made happy 
imſlW vithaberter education then himſelte. This yong yourh (as ſaith his hiſtoxy ) 
ruclt®Þ wasbeautiful as a ſtarre, for his eycs ſparkled like two lightning-flaſhes Tis 
edu face very amiable; and complexion mingled with white andred. When the 
whe” foldiers beheld him in this habir,they began ſoftly ro ſtrike their:targets, 8& 
; whett — the trumpets ſounded with a thouſand acclamarions to ſalute 
im, | | 
altar This.a&ion was the cauſe that the ſudden death of his father made him in- 
by col ſantly Emperour with his vncle Valens , who yet lined , when for a ſingular 
nes thay tryal of freindſhi p he diaided his dignity with his brother the licle Valentiniar, 
Fo” = was not yet aboue fiue or ſix yeares old, being then left an orphan vnder 
| 


ith hi 

he Sear 

urch, l 
4 


echarge of his mother Iuſtine. Afterward the great neceſſitiesof the Em- 


piremade them likwiſe aſſociate Theodeſius to the Crowne, one of their fathers 
(icleſt Capraines. 


The yong &6ratian , who was endowed with an excellent diſpoſition, 
; G 3 preſcntly 


THE PRELAT, 65 
with much freedomeand generoſity complayned to the Emperonr;8& though 
this Prince was-one of the moſt abſolute who had ſwayed the Scepter, he was 


/ 


Excellent quali- 
ries of the Empe- 
Tg@lir Gratian, 
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:preſently put himſelfevnderthe wing of $. Ambreſe,to dire&him in affaires of 
-his (aluarion & conicience,which he eſteemed the moſt important of al might 
concerne him, Our grear Prelar entred fo favre into his ſoule, that lining any 
dying nothing was ſofiweet nor familiar in his mouth , as the name of Biſh 
Ambroſe. And welrto diſcouerthe apprehenſions.of this faire ſoulc, and the , 
Entrance tt gaue to althe formes of vertne propoſed by this great Saint, yoy 
muſt obſeruc, cueninthe iudgementof Pagan Hiſtorians , who neuer graceq 
him aboue his merit , that he was the moſt accompliſhed Priace for his 
which cuer barerhe Diademe of Ceſars, And-if 'a life ſo precious could haye 
beenredccemed with thebloud and teares ofthe fairthful,it had repleniſhedthe 


Churchwith fanRiry,the Empire with glory, and the whole world with yan. 


ders. | 
The bcauty of body which he enioyed canteyned a ſpirit wholy celeſtiy 
enchacedtherin,for it was ful of generous viuacity;8 as fireout of his (phere 
ſeekethit's nouriſhment inthe conqueſts therof , ſo he lined by ſciencesand 
lights,that they became tributary by his iudgement and trauel, as wel asmen 
by hisarmes. He laboured much in the matter of eloqueace, ſecing it wy 
the a ſtudy as it were abſolutely neceflary for Emperours, to reigne ouer peg. 
ple,and that words werethe ciment, which vnired wils & armes torthe ſafey 
of tac publike, By gaod chance he had Auſonizs for Maiſter, eſteemed euenin 
the iudgement of Symmachusrhomoſt able man of his time ; moſt happy May. 
ſter of an excellent (choller, who made him change rhe {chool of Rhetorike 
for the purple of Conſul-ſhip. Gratz. was naturally eloquent, nor was it hard 
to manure ſo generous a nature. When he pronounced ſome Oration, he had 
early in his yong yearesthe maicſty of his father, co1oyned with anadmirable 
modeſty , and alitle acrimony , which gaue ancedgero his aftions, The orde. 
ring & infle&ion of his voice wererarely proportioned: He ſeemed eloquent 
inpleaſing arguments, graue inſcrious, polite in labourious, & when the ſub. 
ic&required feruour & inuectiue, his month ſpake tempeſts. This enforced 
nodiminution vpon his military exerciſes, wherin he was infinitly dexterous; 
whether he wereto run, wraſtle, or leap , according to the cuſtome of theſe. 
man ſoldiers, his agility made the world wonder;or whether he were to man. 
nage a horlſc, or handle armes,the Maiſters who hadtrayned him vp,confeſſed 
he had dainty paſſages, inimitable for any praize. The Pagans , who would 
blame him for diverſity of Religion, haue neuer ſaid ought els of him, butthat 
he was too good an Archer, and ouer-feruent in hunting of wild beaſts, That 
notwithſtanding, ſet him in the eftimarion of warlike-men,and as he wasfin- 
gularly afable and liberal , ſo was there nothing to be found in the world 
more charming then his nature. 
$. 4mbroſe, hauing vnderſtood his ſpirit, much affected him, and endeauow 
red to ioyne the moſt ſolid yerrues to ſo many faire natural parts ; and about 
al gerceauing that among ſo many Pagans and Arians , who ſtretched out 
their ſnares on euery ſide to ſurprize him, it was neceſſary to preuent themhe 
laid in his royal ſoule deep foundations of faith , and moſt chaſt grounds of 
Religion , to which Grattan ſhewed himſelfe from the beginning muchendl 
ned. There is alſo letter found written in hjs proper ſtile, and with his owne 
hand, where when he had heard the learned inſtructions of his Prelat , hede- 
mandsthem in writing, and becauſc it is an excellent monument of his {pitt 
and Religion, I wil heerinſerc it. 


SECTION 
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is ſpirit 
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The Emperour Gratian, to «Ambroſe the Religious Bishop 
: of God Ommipotent. 


LIZ part of my ſelfe , which is the ſoule. 1 beſeech you ( moſt Holy and Reli» 
I gious Bishop of the lixing God ) baſten vnto.me, to teachme what I belicue 
2 before I baue ſufficiently learned, For it is not my purpoſe to argue vpon 
matter of faith, better louing to lodge God in my hart, then conclude bi 


any words. My defire only ts to open my ſoule at large to the Diuinit),to receyue4t's lights x,cellent fairh & 
in the more abundantly. God wil inſtrutt me , if it shal pleaſe bim, by your words, ſince 1 con- modeſty of the 
fiſe and renerence bis moſt ſacred Maieſty, wel obſcrying not to cal leſus Chrilt 4 crea- Emperour, 


ture, or to meaſure him by the weakenes which 1 acknowledge in myne owne perſon : bus 
raber 1 auow eur Sauiour tobe ſo great , that our thoughts , which are alm«ſt nifinit , can 
alie nothing therunto, For if the Dizinity of the Sonne could mcreaſe, I would dilate my 
ſiſe in it ſor angmentation of his praiſes, ſuppoſing 1 could nor better yayne the gratiou fa- 
war of the Celeſtial Fatber, then in glorifymg the Sonne Eternal, but as 1 ſeare noaloufy 


mn Gods fide, ſo for my part make no account to eſteeme my ſelje ſo great an Oratour,, 


that thtreby it ay be 1m my power to adde any thing to the glory of the Diumity by my words, 
laknowledge my ſelfe to be infirme and fraile,1 praiſe God proporttonably to my forces , and 
mt anſwerably to the meaſure of bis greatnes. 45 forthereſt,, | beſeech youto affoard me the 
Treatiſe of fatth , of which you heertofore gue mea taſt , adding thereurto the Liſputation of 
the Holy Gboft, in ſuch ſort rhat you proue his Diuinity by the Scripture and reaſon. Heerupon [ 
ju) God ( deare Father andirue ſeruant of God , whom 1. adore ) that be many Jeares pre- 


ſerue you wn ſafety. [ 0 


This Letter , he that wil conſider it ſhal findto be ful of much ſenſe; and 
vertly $, Ambroſe, was ſo rauiſhed heerwith, that he conteſſeth neuer to haue 
eennor read at that time the like. This good Emperour ( ſayth he) wrot ro 
timwith his owne hand, as Abraham, who himſelfe prepared the dinner for 
lisgueſts, not giuing commiſſion therof to his owne ſeruants. He wrot holy 
words vnto him, as it he had an eare in Heauen; and which is more remarkea- 
ble; itwasin atime when he was vponthe point of a iourney to reſiſt Barba= 
as, and therefore he purpoſcly rooke the armes of faith from this great Bi- 
hop. For obſerue, this yong eagler from the ſecond yeare of his Empire 
found bulines enough. For Arbanaricus King of the! Gothes entred into Thracis 
with a formidable Army : and as Gratian amaſſed together al his Eaſterne 
troups to make head againſt him, the Barbarians imagining with themſelues 
that the Weſterne Empire was vnfurniſhed, fel vpon the Garles, whither the 
Emperour went with admirable expedition to {uccour them , and-1t wasat 
thetime when he wrot this letter , and moſt particularly recommended him- 
lelfeto 8. Ambroſe , taking the ſtandard of faith from him, to beare it in the 


front of his flouriſhing Legions. This was not without very notable ſucceſſe; Triumphant vt- 


lorby relation of Ammianus Marcellinu: , he bare himſelfe moſt valiantly in this 
ourney, although very yong, vndergoing toyles , and cuer appearing in the 
tad of the Army tp encourage the ſoldiers by his'preſence, which ſo en- 
kindled them that they reſolued to confront the enemy, as ſoone as might be, 
uddefeated them at Strasboxrg with ſo horrible a ſlaughter, that of ſeuenty 
d Barbarians, threeſcore and fiue thouſand couered the field withtheir 
aaflacred bodies, leauing yong Gratiay to make 2 harueſt inthe chiefefiekdof 
| Mars, 


Haue 4 vebement deſire to ſee my ſelſe vnited to you by corporal preſence, Apud Ambrof. is 
as I euer haue you inmy memory, and as I cohabit with you in the better prefac, 1, de hide. 


Genefſ, 18, 


ory, 


, 12Qjk4k , 
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Mars, moyſtned with the palmes of his owne ſweats, but aboue al bleſſeq by 
The prayers of-great S. Ambroſe, AS the-Emperourreturned from-this-co 
'he receyued letters fromthe holy Prelat, where among.ather things , ex. 
ſing himſclfe rhat he had not accompanied him,he fayth: _. | 
KfeAtionat words It is not che want of affettion., Moſt Chriſtian. Empereur (ſor what title can 1 gi 
of S Ambroſe to either more true or more glorious?) It u mot I ſay the want of affetton hath abſente 
the yoog Eine from our perſor;, butm.acſty ioyned to the decorum of my profeſsion ; yet at your retuny 
Preſent-my [elſe before you, if not with bodily ſteps, at the leaſt with the whole afj\ ion, of 
bart, and al the vowes , wherewith I could charge the Alfats'; and this, the duty if 
»Byhop principally conſiſteth. Bar it 1s. miſtaken to ſay, that 1 came befoye you, as if 1 had yy 
ſeparated from you, bhaumg perpetually attended-you in-mynd , marcving along with Juu is 
Jour thoughts, hart , and good fauour,which is the moſt noble preſence 1.can dejire.I meaſyii 
Your iorneyes, 1 Went along with your Army , | vaxs in your camp day and night , withyy 
:cogitations, and with al my cares; 1 ſtood Centinel with my prayers, and thoſe of my Cleyy, 
«1 your Imperial Paunllion, How much 1 was litle in merit , ſo much the more did 14)ſe 
;feife in. dtligence and aſiduity. And rendring this duty for you, 1 did it for the whole Chi; 
herein doe | vſe no flattery, for you lou it not , and wel know 1t tobe farre from:my nay 
and the place which 1 hold, but God is a witneſſe with vs both , bow much you haue comſay 
any bart by the ſincerity of your ſaith, to whom be. hath affoarded ſuch proſperity , and ſumu 
glory. 1 owe this acknowledgement both.ts the publike and your particular amit) : for 
haue granced me the repoſe of my Church, you baue (topped the mouths of the perfidions( al 
by my good wil | wish you had as wel shut vp their harts,) and this hue you done with me. 
Meilous authority, fortitude, and faith. 
The holy Emperour ceaſcd not afterward to obhge the Church ind 
Occaſions by the tauour of his Edidts. and ſhewed himſelteſo openly zealoy 
hat euen he-firſt of al the Emperagurs merited the title of Moſt Chriſtian, given 
afrerward'to ourKings. His Predeceſſours who proteſſed Chriſtianity, eur 
ſuffered their reputation to be diſhonoured with. many blemiſhes, which 
much weakenedthe worthoof their ations; but Gratian was the moſt roy 
and ſincere of them al; for he ſo litle complied with the Gentiles, that their 
Prieſts comming together to offer him theticle and habit of Great Pontite, 
whichal the Chriſtian Emperours had yet for:ceremony and reaſon of ſtat 
reteyned, this good Prince confidently retuſed it by the counſcl of $.4mink; 
and though the Gentiles were ſo much moued,they could not abſteyne fron 
words of menace,he contemned al humane reſpects, where the glory of Gol 
was interefſed. As for the reſt, to-conſider further the energy of the diſcre 
tion of this holy Biſhop, it isro be noredthat the faith of Grattan , his tender 
plant, was not a languiſhing and idle faith , but much employed in theerer- 
Ciſe of good workes, which 4#uſonixs, a worldly man, could not ſufficient 
admire in his {choller, wel ſeeing he knew much more then his Maifſter, | 
Singular qualities He who obſcrued the moſt particular ations of the lite of this Emperour, 
ef a yong Prince, hath left in writing, that from thetime of his.childhood,neuer did he {ct any 
day paſle, without praying to God moſt deuoutly, dayly rendring ſome von 
to Altars ; and.that thoſe who knew his moſt ſecret thoughts, gaue afſurance 
heliued in vnſpeakeable purity of hart, and moreouer , was very ſober and 
abſtinent in his ordinary courſe of lite: and for as much as toucherh and col 
cerneth chaſtity, it might wel be ſayd, that the Altar of Veſtal Virgins, where 
perpetually burned aſacred fyre which purged al, was not more holy thet 
the chamber of Gratian, nor the couches prepared in the Temple for cerems- 
nies, more chaſt then his Imperial bed, He had the hart of a mother towards 
his poore ſubie&ts, and the beginningof his Empire was conſecrated by ti 
comfort of the people, for whom he much ſweetned the taxes and ſubſidies, 
freely cutting of what was due to his owne coffers, and to take away 4 
cauſe of cnquiry intime to come vpon that which he liberally had granted 


he commanded through al Cities, papers, and obligatious of publike de * 
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tobe burnt. Neuer bon-fire more cleerly blazed then this ſame;nor a creature 
complained rhe ſmoke hurt his eyes. Euery one prayſcd the Emperour , be- 
holding , that as his benefits were not fraile and tranſitory , ſo the cuils he 
tooke away were neuer to retifyne, 


How could he but doe wel for the publike, ſeeing he was moſt liberal Admirable charir: 
towards particulars? He was not contented to viſit the fick, but himſelfe led in an Emperous, 


Phiſitians along with him thither, cauſing them to miniſter at his charge, and 
in his owne preſence, that which was neceſſary for their recouery, He was 
ſeen after the defear of the Barbarians which I ſpake of ,to runne into the 
Tents of his ſoldiers to enquire the number of the hurt, and himſelfe with his 
owne victorious hands to touch the wounds, and cauſe them inſtantly to be 
dreſt ,haſtning and encouraging the ſurgeons, And if any poore ſoldier 
through diſtaſt refuſed to take broath, he would fit downe by him, & charme 
him with ſuch ſweetneſle of words, til he obteyned of him that which con- 


duced to his health, He ceafſed not to comfort the moſt afflifted,to congra- |, 


tulate with the moſt happy , to enquire into the neceſſities of al the world 
eventothe making the packs of a poore ſubie& to be carried by his owne 
mules: and al this did he indefatigably with ſingular promptnes and alacrity, 
yoyd of oſtentation, giuing al, and reproaching no man. 

Behold the fruits of the good education of $. Ambroſe, which wel ſheweth 
that in. making a good man of a great Prince, the whole world 1s obliged. 


O———_ _ — 


SECTION MM 


The death of the Emperour Gratian, and the affliTions 
of $. Ambroſe, 


> V T alas!Etcrnal God, who art elder then the begin- 
> D1 ning of time, and more durable then the end of Ages, 
2A VÞ multg reat guifts be ſo freely giuen to the world to be. 
> come fo ſhort 2 My pen abkorreth to paſſe beyond the 
bloud of this poore Prince, in whom the earth had no- 
) thing.to wiſh but immortality, Behold what a wound 
2, it is for the Empire, what ſorrow in the Church, and a 
\ © touch-ſtonetothe vertue of $.4mbroſe. q 
Gratian, after the death of his father, had reigned about ſeauen yeares, 
when behold a monſter ſtarted vp in England to diſpoſſeſſe it's natural Prince, 
and caſt fire and confuſion intothe Empire, It was Maximw, who according 
OthereJation of Zoſimws was A Spaniard by Nation , companion of the great 
Mfr, and Captaine of thc Roman troups, which were then in Great 
traine. ! 
This wicked man, vexed to thequick that the Emperour Gratian had afſo- 
cated Theodoſius in Empire , without euer mentioning himlſclfe at al, reſolued 


man : Neuer hath any ſought more ſupport from the diſſimulation of ſan- 
City and iuſtice; yet | beſcech thoſe who make account by the like wayes to 
dringtheir purpoſes to paſſe, to learne by the ſucceſſe of Maximw, that if the 
xme of God ſuſteyne not an affaire, the more exaltation it receyueth the 
&eper ruines it findeth, 


Maximu, 


Maximus rebelleth 
a againſt hisPrince, 
t0 enter into the Throne by tyranny , fince he could not ariue thither by &his wicked dif- 


Merit, Neuer Tyrant vſed more induſtry to couer his ambition thendid this polition, 


1? 


*t 


DeteRtable Hypo- 
<eculy. 
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Maximms then, a ſonne of theearth,who had nothin g great inhim dur the 
defire of reigne,, made himſelfe ſometime an English .man, other-while 
Spaniard , euer leaning to that.fide, where he ſaw moſt ſupport for his affang, 
As an English man, he laboured to haue it. theught he had ſome correſpoy, 
.dence of affinity with S.Hclenemorher-of great Conſtantine,and he was fo impy. 


dent as to take the very name of that family ,cauſing himſelte ro be prougy 


Called Flayius Clemens Maximus. AS & Spaniard, he would be reputed the allyeq 


Theodoſw , whom he ſaw to be powerful in the affaires , and whole force he 
more. feared,thenloued his. aduancemer.As for Religio, he wel diſcoucred 
the effe& thar he had no other God but honour. Natwithſtanding, like thoſe 
who prouide oyle to burne in the lamps of Idols, as wel as 1n that of the 
liuing-God, he embraced al ſorts of Ses,making his.arrowes of cuery wogy 
ſoto hit the white of honour. 

Verily if there be any vice deſeruing the execration of al mankind, it i 
that which diſteadeth ſnares ouer Altars , and which vnder colour of piety 
an.' zeale entrappeth men, Citties,and Prouinces, with a kind of theft, which 
ſeeketh to make it ſelfe honourable vader pretence of piety and Religian, 
This was very familiar with this bad man:for ſeeing many Pagans ot quality 
who bit the bridle, expe&ingthe reeſtabliſhmenc of Idols, he vnder: hand 
Enterteyned them with very faire hopes.On the other ſide he fauoured thesj. 
nagogues of lewes in ſecret, ſuppoſing theſe men being loſt in Religion and 
conſcience, mighr one day ſerue his turne, though butro fil vp ditches, Bu 
then beholding the Catholike Church in an eminent height , he openly cour. 
tedit,and that with demonſtrations of reſpe& &ſcruice, which might ſceme 
£o proceed from none but the moſt zealous, 

Letters alſoof his were found written to the Emperour Valentinan the 
Second, where he made many declarations of the Cuty he owed to the Cp 
tholike Church, ſq complete, that they ſeeme much fitter tor the mouth of x 


(a) Pericw'ert, mit; Biſhop, then ofa Tyrant. He ſpeaketh of God like a Saint, ſaying:(4)Grex 
crede, dining tenzan- heed muſt be taken not to contend with ones Maſter, and ti:at ſinnes com- 


£ 4x : Inſanum,vh1 
error excu[abilus non 
eſt, ib valle peccare, 
Baron.an.z8'.35- 


mitted againſt Religion, admit no excuſe, He talkes of Kome (b) as aPope, 
calling it in ful voice the moſt Venerable, and Princeſle of Religion, Helee. 
med to ſweat bloud and waterin defence of $. Ambroſe, whoſe vertue he 1n- 


(b) Rome Yenera- finitly feared , ic being ioyned to aliberty., which neuer accuſtomed to boy 
Silis,cuims ba: pare Vnder tyrannie, In'another Epiſtle, where he writeth to Pope Syictws, hetels, 


Principatis eff, 
Epiſt.ad Sirjcjum 
cod.anno ſc 65, 


F 5rmti' 1454 Uitiee 
«2d. 
41utor, Oc:gen, 
-alil, 


how going from the font of Bapriſme, he had been tranſported tothe Impe- 
rial throne, which being ignorant ofthe life of the children of God, he eſtee- 
meth an incomparable fauour from Heauen, and in recompence thereof pro- 
miſeth al ſeruice to the Church of Rome, ſatisfying himſelfe only to execute 
that, which ſhould be commanded him, without any deſire to enter into the 
knowledge of the cauſe, 

Moreouer , if he ſaw any forlorne Heretikes , who were feeble in faQion, 
and much out of fauour, he ranne vpon them with al manner of violence,and 
then ſhewing ſpiders webs, of one {ide filled with litle flyes, and on the other 
fide al broken by creatures of alarger ſize, he rayſeth mighty tropheye, 
thinking ſo to piece out his fortune by the effuſion of contemprible bloud, 
In this manner he cauſed Priſcillian and many other of his Se& to be put to 
death, who were Heretikes poſſeſſed with a black and melancholy Diuel 
and ſuch as in truth , according to the lawes both dinine and humane, wel 
deſerued puniſhment, but nor according tothe proceedings were obſerued 
in their proceſſe, much blamed by $. Martin and other wiſe Biſhops, who 
tooke notice of paſſions ouer bloudy , cuen inthe Eccleſiaſtikes, that ſought 
after ſpoile. | 

O God!it is verily one of the greateſt vnhappineſles of humane life,to 


ſay thatyices keep ſhop ncer to vertues, and oftendecciue the beſt expe- 
rience 
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| tienced merchants with heir artifices. Thar is moſt true which is{poken by 
uee Y *bercus the Great , Maiſter of $, Thomas : Seuerity counterfeyteth juſtice: 


Albertus in Para- 
diſo ammg, Pro- 
log, 


ns, NY melancholy callcth it-ſclfe grauity : babble Realcth into the name of affabi. 
(pox. licy,as dorh diſſolution paſſe vnder colour of free mirth, The prodigal fayth 
Pb peis an honeſt man; the couetous, prouident; the ſelfe-conceyted, conſtant; 
_y the crafty , prudent; curioſity borroweth thetitle of circamſpe&ion; vaine« 
yed lory, of generoſtry ; prefumprion,of hope; carnal loue, of charity; diflimu. 
<e he lation, of patience; puſillaminity,of mildneſſe; indiſcreet zeale, ot fcruour 
ed by iamacter of Religion: and the worſt of al is, hypocriſy puts on the maske of | 
thoſe ſity. Yet if with theſe ſemblancesand borrowed faces they only decei.. Pretext ef deuotis 
f the ed yulgar ſoules, it were ſomewhar tollerable; but it.is a thing moſt deplo.. 42"gcrous. 
YO0g rable, that the ſubtile, who haue no other God but theirowne intereſts, by 
, . I (light complacences and petty afteations of deuotion, enſnare noble. and: 
"oY Religious ſoules, who meaſuring al by their owne innocency, dayly affoard 
PIT) WF more ſupport ro credulity. A litle outward ſhew handſomely expreſt; raui- 
which eth men with admiration, and cauſeth Alcars to be rayſed to them, for 
v0, i hom God hath prepared gibbets. 1 here are alſo many ſilly birds, who A parable of the 
ality, ſeeing the fouler with bleare and running eyes,role a huge paire of beads in f9ulr- 
"hand his hands, ſay, this is a holy man, and ful of compaſſion: but the more iudi- 
hegi. cious anſwer , We muſt not regard his eyes nor beads , but the bloud and 
0 and rapine which 1s in his hands. 
| Had Maxummns been beheld vpon this fide, he had neuer deceiued the world, 
cou. but his plaiſtred deuotions ſerued his turneto amuze ealy natures,whilft his 
cene MW nbirion cleft mountaines to climbto the Throne of Ceſars, Pope Siicus, 
beguiled with the maske of this falſe piety, gaue demonſtration of much affe- 
n tie &ion to him ; and when he was declared Emperour, many Biſhops vied with 
* Ch WM him ar Trier ſundry complements , which too neer approached to ſeruitude, 
i of 4 Bl There was none art thartime butour 8. Martin, who held a [trong power ouer 
Gret: thisſpirit: and the wily Maximus, who wel toreſaw there wasno reſiſtance 
*On- If tobe vſed againſt a ſtroak of thunder, ſubmitted with al pliantneſſe and; 
lope poſtures , to draw this great Prelat to his amity, He, who heertofore 
leſete WF nude himſcife to be petitioned vnto by the Biſhops , receyued the com- 
eb-2 mandements of $, Marin as decrees , and endeauoured to yeald him al fatis- 
lation, 
eel, One deſire only he fixed in his hart, which was ſome one time to inuite 
mPe- IN this holy manto his table, to wipe away al the il reputation of which the 
cltet- WF voſt iudicious could not be ignorant: but $. Marty conſtantly refuſed it, vntil 
FPr0- WY ximu: vpon atime hauing made a thouſand proteſtarions of the lincerity: 
ecu Y ofhis intentions in that point, which concerned the viurpation of the 
© the Empire, the man of God, whether perſuaded by reaſons, or mollifted by ſo 
2ion _y prayers, wentthither, and vſcd there paſlages of generoſity,which you: 
ce and p ROW, | : -—h hs Sulpitius in vi 
, lathis bapquet were preſent the falſe Emperour Maximus, with his brother, 2u/pitius in vita | 
other Fl ahis —__ a C wary rwo Counts, a for his honour wasplaced — 
CY, Ml inthe midle,neer the perſon of Maximus, and when about the midſt of dinner, 
blow. the cup-bearer preſented a goblet to his Maſter, he for a ſingular teſtimony 
Bon : this affe&ion put it into the hands of the good Biſhop, ſeeming to haue a 
_ ly ambition to drinke therein after it was conſecrated by the touch of 
rode” bis lips : but $. Martin not vſing any other complement, when he had drunke 
wo ge the cup to his Deacon,as eſtceming him the moſt worthy perſon of the 
,W 7 eat next himſelfe, Maximw, who infinitly ſeemed to be pleaſed therewith, 
ſoup athough he inwardly felt himſclfe gauled with this liberty,did ſo outwardly 
fs to liſſemble it, that he cauſed $. Martm to be applauded through al his. Courr, 
_ +. | Pioteſting that none but he was worthy the title of a Biſhop, and that he had 
_ lneatthe table of an Emperour , what the other Biſhops would neuer haue 


acted 


: this office She regarded neither purple,diademe,quality, vor Empire, ſhe hay 
no cyes but for $. Martin, being blind tothe reſt of the world. | 


' Maſters behalfe. The poore Prince being onthe point to wage bartel, found 


A, PF) 
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© acted inthehoule of4' theaneTudge. -On the other: ſide, the wife of My 
: who already poſſeſſed theititle of Empereſle , made her ſelfe a Magdalinar the 


feet ofs:Martm;and although neuer woma touched this chaſt crearvure, he ſuffg 


.troublest0 rid himfelfe of her impottunities, This ſeemed not ſtrange.iinrh 


a 
t; 
re 
'red herito exerciſc'al ſort of cerergonies towards him,yndergoing athouſay mn 
ct 
da 


 ageof threeſcore and-ten, and inthereputation of ſanity wherewithhehay 6 
: alled- the world, that a woman ſhould kifle his feet : but itwas a thing ver I 


vnſual co-behold a Princefſe , humbled inthe duſt of: the earth, to pertorny Ml tic 


After this fir{t- banquet Maximus and the Lady went to the Saint, andbe. W n0 
ſought him againe to take a bad dinner, which the Empreſle would in priuats MW lot 
Prepare for himh.yvith her owne hands:and although he iathe beginning refy. © {un 
ſed,it was impoſſible for him ro eſcape from theſe Saintlike inuirations, For W wt 
theſe are: ſnares which catch eagles as wel as ſparrowes. Needs would th W ne 
Queene doe al offices in tunis ſecond feaſt : She plaid the cooke,, dreſledthe MW Gal 


dining roome, laid the cloath, gauz to the holy man water for his hands, wy MW »a 
'his cup-bearer, and waited on himalthe time of his meale, ſtanding bok MI per 
vpright as aſcruant with her mind intentiue on her ofice. Dinner being WM and 
.ended,ſhedid cate the ſcraps and remainder of the table, which ſhe preferred MW bs 


beforeal the lmperial delicacies. Verily we may ſay womenare violent in IM bis: 
their affeions, and , when once they goe the right way, their vertues have MW fant 


| no meane, I wilnot ſeeke to penetrate the Ladies intentions, which | ſup. MW tho! 
.poſe were very good ; but conlidering the -proceedings of Maximw, there i T 


great cauſe tothinke he endeauoured by his infinit-courtſhip to charme the Il paſſe 
nature of Martin, which to him ſeemed ſomewhat harſh. Yet the great man, IW '0ur 
—_ with the ſpirit of Prophecy , freely told al thar which ſhould befd I fng 
1m, £ 
Behold ſome part of the diſpoſition of Maximw, which 1 was viillingts WM pt.1 
preſent on paper, that it might appeare of what condition thcy ordinarily 
are,who beare armes againſt the obedience dueto Kings, who are'the linely WW ar | 
images of God, The 1 yrant began areuolr in England, and from that time W Ug: 
determined to eſtabliſh the Citty of Trier in Germany,as the ſear of his Empir, I #uken 
and thence to raiſe apaire of wings tofly aboue the clouds, which were. lu 
and Spaine, He choſe for his Conſtable a man very.conſonant to his humour, Garkn 
and of great reſolution , who cauſed himſelfe to be called the Good man, the ff 44d: 
better to colour the wickedneſſe of his Maſter, With-this bad -Counſellar i Fthd 


he endeauoured :ro ſtirre.vp the ſoldiers, and on euery:{ide drew-the warlike I v0rld 
troupsto his party. The good Emperour Gratian ſpeedily armeth ,ro ſtifk its hoy 
tyranny inthe birththerot , and in-perſon goerh to .cncounter his aduerſaty, w- * 
He had thenvery freſhly drawne-good ſoldiers from the Kingdome of Hung = 

e ha 


to his aſſiſtance, of whom he made -much account. Others ſccing that be 
much eſteemed of them, were ſtung with icalouſy ,and grew cold 1n ther 


himſelfe careleſly and traiterouſly abandoned by his legions, who cayly ſtok 
away to.increaſe the Army andſitrength of Maxim. 

This black and hydeous treaſon much amazed the Emperour , who com- 
plained , as the Eagle in the Embleme.,, thathis owne feathers gaue himthe F 
Kroke of death, ſecing his ſoldiers, who ſhould have borne him on theſr x 
wings, delivered him to his enemy, through a negle& , which ſhal make the 
Romane hiſtory to bluſh eternally. Sothatſceing there was no ſafery for hi 
perſon, he ſought to regaine Italy as ſoone as poſſible, accompanicd only witl 
2 ful troup of horſe,conſiſting of about three hundred men. 

Maximu wel diſcoucred that he would at any price whatſoever haue-tie F 


\bloudy (paile of his Maſter: -For he charged this Good man to purluc _ with 
F- al vi0 
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a violonce , 2nd not'to deſiſt til the prey were in his clutches; which he did, 
taking horſes with him, who rannelike arempeſt, and could wel endure any 
redious trauel. Intheend he met with the Emperour at Lyons , and fearing he 
might eſcape, bethought himſelfe of a miſchieuous ſtratagemme, For he fe- 
cretly cauſed the. Emperourto be enformed ,.the Emprefſe his wife was in 
danger-of her perſon, if he ſtayed not ſome while ro expe her , becauſe ſhe. 
wasrcſolued to follow him, thinking no place capable of ſafety or conſola- 
tioa where her husband was nor. 

This falſe report much ſoftned:the hart of Gratian, who was as good a hug 
band as an Emperour;he therefore reſolued to haſten tothe Empreſfle,though 
not without cuident danger of his life, There ts an vnſpeakeable power inthe 
loue of neighbours , which is the cauſe that birds and fiſhes are oft times vo- 
luntarily caught with twigs and nets, not fcaring to puttheirite in danger, 
where they ſec ſome;part of themſeluesto be. This Prince, whointhe'extrea» 
weſt diſaſters of his fortune was ful of courage, and flew cucry-where like a 
daſh of lightning to giue order to his affaires, at the newes thattheEmpreſle 


wason her way to follow him, was much terrified; nor was there anobiet of p;,;ru1 death of 
per which he tramed not-in his thoughts: Moments-ſeemed dayes vnto him, the Emperour 
and dayes-as Ages.A thouſand fantaſies of affrightment ſummoned his hart in Gratian, 


bs ſolitude, There was no liuing for Him , if he beheld not his deareſt loue in 
hisarmes. She was a Princefſe of much merit, danghter ofthe. Emperour Cox- 
fant, borne atter the death of her farher-; whom Gratien faithtully loued, 
though he 2s yet had no iſſue by her. | 


The Tyrant vnderſtanding his game ſucceeded to his wifh, made a litter to Socrar. lib, 5, cap; 
paſſe along much like to that of the Empreſſe , and diſpoſed his ambuſhes 11. S0zom,l.7.cap, 


round about in the way. The Emperour perceiuing it a farre off, and ſuppo« '* 
ling his wife Conſtantia was in it, purres his ho ſe,and flyeth withthoſe wings 
whichloue and ioy gaue him , being atthat time followed by few-of his peo- 
ple. The murderers aſſailed and maſlacred him, but he ſtil ſhewing the courage 
ofaLion , bare bimſclfe brauely amongſt ſwords and halbards ,leauing the 


marke of his hand al bloudy on a wal, as. Kierome hath obſerued, and ener ha- Crameg manut h- 


ungon his lips the name of s, Ambroſe. His body after the ſoule departed, was fi$/,parines twi 


ttenvpto be preſented ro Maximws, as the monument of a faithful aſſaſſinate, 
0 God! who ſhal heer be able to cleaueacloud,, to read through ſo much 
Grkneſſe, and ſo many ſhadowes, the ſecrets of your prouidence ? This poore 
#d butchered by the hand of a Cain, with a cruelty ſo barbarous,a mannerſa 
ferfidious , and a ſucceſle ſo deplotable ! A Prince , who ſheltred the whole 
world vnder the valour of his armes, forſaken by the moſt truſty ſeruants of 
is houſe! An Emperour moſt Religious,ſeparated by death from the aſſiſtane 
& of Altars! A Monarch moſt juſt,giuen vp as aprey to injuſtice! One ofthe 
vl Maſters of the carth{laine by ſeruile hands , and vſedlike a beaſt among 
tie halbards and courtelaxes of his owne ſeruitours! So many fare qualities 
$ncrein him, leauc nothing clſe to mortals, but the ſorrow to haueloſt him, 
Aman, who deſerued to haue liued Ages, torne from histhrone and life in 
lis 28, yeare,after a raigne ſoaduantageousro the Church, and wiſhful to al 


Lu 
Hicron, 


the world! O Prouidence! Muſt he paile away, as the foame glidethonthe face 


the water? Muſt he be hayl-ſtrucken, as the crowne-immperial., the honour 
Nagarden, inthe height of his beauty? Muſt he withet , as ligbtningicauſerh 
Sintheir growth, leaning them inſtead of a ſubſtance}, noughtels but a 
&Q God! Whar bloud of Abels muſt be (hed in al Ages,to teach vs aleſſon, 
hich telleth, the reward ofour children conſiſteth nor inthe fauour & proſe 
$ of the world , but thar ſeeing in ſuchinnocency they are ſoroughty- 
Wed , your iuſtice bath infallibly diſpoſed them for another lite, where 
Kine couercd withthe purple and glory of your Sonne , whole ſufferings 
©) have imitated, N= FL | ;1 
_ H The 
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74 
The poore Cenflentis, wife of Gratiay, hearing this lamentable neweg , wy, 
ſeized with ouerwhelmingſorrow,& as ſoone as ſhe cameto her ſclfc againe 
Ab Gratian (faith She) -1y-Lord, end deare husband , I hae they found an euil wo ſe they 
your death , which is , to haut been the cauſe of the ſame. Muſt my name be ſomuch abyſey 
Muſt the loue of 4 creature ſo caytiue; 45 1,4m , engage into danger 4 liſe ſo mportant as yung 
1 began.my cm the day of mybirth , being borne afzer the death of my farky 
Mens ms Gr. tia, COpſtantius , nerure-vor, permieting me to ſeo him , who gaue me life. That litle age Lhay 
. mers ilama;is offs Bath not ceaſed tobe turmoiled wuh many miſeries and-yncertainties, which enforce mete 
cpeccatifuge, quim thoruesinthe fortune of Cxiars, where the worldimagineth roſes. Tea:l avow (my moſt iy, 
xmarientis 4eirim 31%. youred Lord:) that this 45cident bath ourgone «l my apprehenſions. For although | figured ju 
Mortal 45 4 man , | con!d not ſuppoſe that he in whom .al my.charities and hopes; ſuraine, 
should be taken from me ſe ſodainly , in.4 fortune ſs eminent, is an age ſo flouriching, with, 
. death ſa unworthy of. his goodneſſe , not leauing me at the. leaſt 4 ſonne m.my entrailes ok 
borne of me,.4s bis mother. ; and which is worſe,that 1 inſtantly muſt (»b my d- areft Gratian, 
the [ſweeteſt amongſt al men lining) redeuyne your bloudy body wut tbe price of gold, fromily 
hands of a wretched flaue. My God, Leonfeſſe 1 baue naſtrength to beare theſe calamitin þ 
violent, if you affoard ut not. 
The newes of this death, which flewv like a fatal bird through al the world 
-transfixed the harts of al good men. Thelitle Valentinian reflented it .beyoal 
his age , ſeeing himſelfe depriucd of a brother, whom he ſo faithfully hadk. 
-ued. $. Ambroſe, though moſt couragious,, felt himſelte as it were ſurprizel 
with ſorow andſadnedle , not being able to. vnloſe his tengue to. pronounce 
any funeral Oration. Al the Court was infinitely affrighted , as if Maximushad 
already beenat the gates of Milan to finiſh the cataſtrophe of the Tragedy, 
.fimathe Empreſle , mother of yong Valentinian , taking the.care of affairesfr 
- -. her ſonne in minority, inſtantly made her addreſſeto 5, Ambroſe, and beſought 
:him ro-vndertake anEmbaſſage,and preſent himſclte before Maximus, fotos 
-uert the ſtreame 6df his armes,, which came to powre themſelues on 1taly ,anl 
£0 demand the body of his pupil; humbly praying ,.not.to.neglca him dex 
| whom healiuc had (o faithfully ſerued, 


*Ambrof.in Pſal.6r. 
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SECTION KK 
The Embaſſage-of S, .umbroſe. 


z252exma VR great Prelat couragiouſly.vndertook the buſines, fortifynf 

AXE his hart with aſſiſtances of Heauen, totreat with the murderc! 

Sy FE his ſonne;for one may welſay the-loue he bare tothe dead,equi 
WE lcd tharof fathers towards their children. 

_ S . Theadts of his firſt Embaſſage arc loſt,althoughthe effe&hu 
'been lufficiently publiſhed.'Which was the diuerſion of the artes of Ms 
1o wuch feared by the Empreſle Iuſtine. But as for-the Emperours body,its 
impoſlible to gaine it from him; for Maximus ſaid he withheld it vpon ap0 
of State, wel knowing thisſpeRacle would haue no other effe&, butts 

perate the memory of what was paſt , and that the ſoldiers throughls 
Mightereuengethedeadbody, much aſhamed they had betrayed theirlw 
Empecour, : 

This wicked man inſatiable in his defires andperfidious in his prom 
Joone repented to hauc ſigned the peace , complayning that ambreſÞ 
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with his faire words caft him into afleep ; hewas ful of impetuous paſſions, 
zndinceflantly threatned to paſſe-into 1:al y , nor ſhould any thing hereafter 
hinder his intentions, which made 5. Ambroſe enterprize a ſecond Embaſſage, 
at the ſollicirationot theEmpreſle Iufline of whom we haue a moſt faithful 
carration from the pen of the Saint himſelfe , in an Epiſtle which he wrotts 
the Emperour V alentinian to yeald-himan accountof his commiffion. There he 
xelaceth how being arriued inthe Citty of Trier , where Maximus had placed 
his Throtie, that he the next morning went to the Palace to ſpcaketo him in 

iuate. T he-treacherous man, who with ſomany Legions could not endure 
the counterbuffe of truth, delinered by a Biſhop, thinking ro Glencehim,ſent 
onc ofthe gentlemen of his chamber to demand if he had any letters from V a- 
kniniarto deliuer him, if fo ,heſhould receine anſwer, butthat he might not 
ſpeake tothe Emperour himſelfe bur in ful Counſel, S. 4mbroſe repliech, that 
was not the audience, which is vſually gtuen toperfons-of his-quality ; that 
he had moſt important affaires te handle,whichmight better be priuarely ex- 
preſſed in his cabinet then at the Counſcl-table, He prayed the gentlemanof 
his chamber, to let him know this hisrequeft , which'indeed was moſt ctuil, 
He didſo., but-brought back no other anſwer , but that he ſhould be heard in 
Counſel, The good Biſhop ſaid , that was ſomewhat too farre from his.pro= 
ſeſſion; but he notwithſtanding would omit nothing of his duty , preferring. 
the memory of che dead, and the affaircs of his liuing Prince, before althe in- 
xreſts of his owneperſon, | 

Hecame then to the Counſel-table,where Maximw ate on his Throne, who 


ſeeing. Ambroſe, roſe vpto giue him the kiſſe, according to the cuſtome of x ſaiefty of S, Auzs | 


that Age: bur-the Biſhop taking place among the Counſellours, who very ho- roſe, 
nourably 1nuited him to lit vppermoſt , freely ſaid to Maximus : 1 wonder bow 
Jmoffer the &;fſe of peace 16 4 manof whom you are ignorant , for were | wel knowne in the 
fanch, 1 bold, you Should not ſee me beere, Maximus amazed at this liberty, couldnor 
fy ought cls , but, Bishop you are in holler, $, Ambroſe replieth : 1haue more shame 
then anger in me. , to ſee my ſelſe in a place where 1 should not be, Notwithſtanding ({ayth 
Maximus) you might bauc learnt the way, hazing been heer ance alread).1t is a double fault 
you (replyeth the Prelat ) to bake ſummoned me tre. Thereupon Maximus: 
Why came you bither? To demand peace of you (anſwereth $. Ambroſe) which 1 haxe 1e- 
ured as of an in fertour, and you now mforce me toſeckg it 4s from an equal. 
- Theproud man who though himſelfelefſened, it compared to the Empe- 
tour Valentimian, was moued at theſe words, and crycd out: How equal ?By whoſe 
jaxour? By the fawour of God ( an{wereth $, Ambroſe) who bath preſerned that Empire 
uVdentinan, which be gaue hin. Makimus at this word entred into violence. It wp 
Ju ({ayth he) chat baue deeeaued me, and Jour goodly Count Bauton, who vnder pretexe 
lpreſerue the Empire for 4 child, made other accommodations for hmſelfe , and for this effet 
$ wyned witch Barbarians, to inuite them to paſſe mto the Empire, And Who hath more cr6= 
6, chen1, ro cauſe them tomarch ynder my ſtandards when 1 liſt ? | haue thouſands vudey 
w pay, by whom I can be ſerued before al the men in the wo 1d; and had you not ſtopped the 
@nſe of mine armes with your goodly Embaſſage , no man lining bad been able $0 oppoſe me. 
Heſpake this withquick flaſhes of choller. 
The holy Biſhop coldly anſwered: 1t i dishonourable in you to reproach my Embeſ= 
ff, and put your ſclfe ypon theſe extrauagancies. For to whom appertaineth it to defend 
Pidowes and orphanes , if not to « Bishop? That is it , which the law of my Maſter comman.. 
&bme: ludge in fanour of the orphan, and defend the widow , and deliuer the 
wake from oppreſfion. Notwithſtanding, I wil mot give ſo much credit romy Embaſſage, 
« ts perſwade my felfe it hath ftayd the courſe of your armes. What ſquadrons hate T 
Poſed againſt you ? What wals ? What rocks 2 Haue 1 ſtoppes vp the paſſage 
if the Alpes with myne ownt body ? By my wil could | ſo have dome 3 1 
count al your obieftions 4s 4 glory to me, But you your ſelfe ſent the 


Gune Victor, whom I'met 46 Mentz ,to ireat of peace : Wherys hath Valeatinian-de- 
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ceived Tomes bf be hane griexted che peace; whiub you demanded of hint 2 I what bak the 
Count Bauron playud ſalſe with you , vnleſſe you terme it d«cets to be ſaithf#} to his Maſt 
In what haus lbeguiled J au? Was irthen when you ſaid, that V alentinian need net put my 
ip the trouble of this Embaſſoge , $u1:comehimſelfe in perſon, 45 4 ſonne to bis ſathtr; & thy 
L freely anſwered you, There was n0 lik; lfhaod to ſee, « Princeſſe, widdow of a great Emperog, 
$0 p48 her ſeife into the way, With ber ſonne, terderof age, and ſeelle of. body, to paſſe the 4 
PÞes mthe extremities of Wwnter: and that & for the child , whom youdefired only to ſee, thy 
mother ſamud «fees bin, sbe conld.in ne. ſort ſuffer birsto be ſeparazed from her? ls not th 
the 4;( yer Was giuen toyour-E mbaſſadout in the Carty of Milan, when 1 was then Preſent 
Withyou > What deceir find you m ibis proceeding? Did 1 exer promiſe you cbe comming af the 
Emperqis., 4rd have | jailed;Yeu nm) faith? Have I diyerted your trouys ? Hae I fad 
Jour Eagits? Where arg thoſe Barbarians , which the Count Bauton cauſed to paſemy 
taly 2H erily ij be who-is a ftranger sbould haue called people of bis Nation to the ſacurf 
bis Ma? er, x would be yer) excuſable ſince you, whoare ſo much intereſſedin the preſaua 
rien of the Roman Empire, , threaten vsthatyou baue. Batbarians vnder Jour poy, wha 
You (4% wake to-euerrunne vs whep you pleaſe, 

Bebeld a4:tcle., the difference that s between the ſweetnes of Valentinian , and jur 
MeBaces : You aremuch troubled not to haue fallen vpen Italy with Barhartan Legion, 6 
Valentinian: bath graciquſly 4 werted the forraine Gaules whom he had inuited to bis ſore 
wice, whilſt you in the meane tyms.maks Waſt on the Grizons with your Barkarians : be 
hath bought peace for you with hu owne money, and you with ingrattude repay bins, 

Behold your brother, who is now by your ſide , and you $hal ſee an wreprochable teftimny 
.of the Emperowrs clemency. He beld in his Progince , and hands, thatwbizb s moſt dearety 
Jouin the world. Enery one thought it was reaſon to rewenge the asbes of the Emperour Gr 
tian vpon.4 neer ally of him , who was the anthour of bis death , andyert Valeatinian yu 
the newes ofthe aſſaſsinate committed vpon his moſt honourable brother , and in the gr 
feruour of his moſt iuſt paſsion , hath ſs moderated himſelfe , as to ſeud him back with honem, 

whom he might with wſtice haue bereft you. Compare aur ſelfe preſently with bim , ad 
wake your ſclje ludge.in your proper cauſe. He hathreſftored you your brother in per felt health: 
render him.his at thc leaſt thus dead 4s he is. Why dee you deny bim the ashes of bis brother, 
ſince he-hath not refuſed your ſatisfattions, yea.to his owne preiudice ? He hath affagrdedju 
4 man in like degree of alliance , Yaough in quality much different. He bath grantsd you un 
«bu; render him one dead to yeald bum the laſt offices. A Tartarian coverd with ſand a Ppra, 
which be by chance found dead vpon the ſeashore ; and you, deny ys to bury with our own 
hands the prome Monarch of the world? Yattake from a Queen-morber , from 4 widow-ln- 
Freſſe, from an orphan» Emperonr, the bones of 4ſonne, abusband, « brother , whom youhau 
deprived of fe and ſcepter. The bedies of reprobates are taken downe fromthe gallouſe, toput 
them into the armes of their mothers; what hath the body.of Gratian done to be bereaucdf- 
ter death the charity of bis Allies ? Why doe you forbid vs teares , which ver) Tyrants thenſe- 
wes , who hae torne eyes out , haueneuer denied to the afflitted ? Ton ſeare (ſay you) uns 
exaſperate minds, that is to ſay, you ſeare adeath, which you baue cauſed, and which you ban 
puworthily procured, exen then, when you might and ought to ſaute it by al wajes of infid 
and humanity, And tel me not he Was your enemy. Y ou weve his , but be newer yours, Fr bt 
ſlility comes from anvſurper, & defence from 4 lawful Prince. Y ou dee wel to iuflify your ſi 
ypon this attempt, but there is not 4 man wil belieue your iuſtifications.W bo ſees not youbatd 
bis life, w boſe burial you binder? 

Paulinxs addeth, that for concluſion hedelt with him as one excomunicate, 

& ſcrioully aduiſeth himto expiatethe bloud he had ſhed by a ſharp pennace, 
This liberty of our admirable Prelat amazcd al the Counſel:and Maxine, 
who neuer thought that a Prieſt iathe hartof his State, in the midſt of his Le- 
gions, inthe preſence of his Court, cautd haue the courage to tel him, that 
which he would neuer cndureto heare in his Cabinet, commanded him ſpev- 
dily tadepart from the Court. Al thoſe who were freinds of the holy man, ad- 
uiſed him to be watchful vpon the ambuſhes and treaſon of Maximus , who 
_ found himfelfe much gauled , but he ful of confidence inGod pur. bind 
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on the way , and wiſhed Yalentinian to treat no otherwiſe with Maximw but as 
with a couert enemy, which did afterward appeare moſt true. But Isſtins the 
Empreſlc, thinking S. 4mbrdſc had been ouer violent, ſenr vpon athird Embaſk 
ſage Domnin , one of her Counſellours , who deſirous to ſmooth the afaires 
with ſcruile \weetneſſe, thruſt them vpon deſpaireof remedy. 
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SECTION. XIV. 


The perſecution of S. Ambroſe raiſed by the 
Empreſſe Iuſtina, 


s 

-z E may wel ſay there is ſome Fury, which bewitcheth the ſpi« 
rits of men in'theſe lamentable innouarions of pretended 

{| Religions, ſince we behold-effe&tsto ariſe which paſſe into 
humane paſſions not by an ordinary way.Scarcely could T4- 
flina the Empreſle freely breath ayre , being as ſhe rhoughe 
deliuered from the ſword of Maximw, which hung-ouer her 
—— head, tyedroa filken threed , when forthwith ſhediſpoſed 
herſelfe turiouſly to perſecute the authour of her liberty. O God, what a dan- 
gerous beaſt is the ſpirit of a woman, when it is vnfurnithed of reaſon,and ar- 
med withpower ! tt 1s able tocreate as many monſters inefſence, as fantaſy 
can forme in painting. Momw deſired the ſauage bul ſhould hauc eyes ouer his 
hornes, & not hornes ouer his eyes: but luſtins at that time hai-brazen hornes 
togoare aPrelat, hauing eyes neyther aboue nor beneath tro conſider whom 
he ſtruck. Authority ſerued as aSergeantto her paſſion, andthe ſword of Mo- 
narchs was employed to ſatisfy the deſperate hnumours of a wowa, furprized 
witherrour & incbriated with vengeance. $. Ambroſe like a ſunnedarted rayes 


her, and ſhe, asthe Arlantes, who draw their bow againſt this bright Rarre, ,,,_ 114, 4. Solan 
the hart of the world , ſhot back againe arrowes of obloquy. As women wel oriemiens 0xecrancny, 


inſtruged and zealous in marter of Religion are powerful to aduance the 
Chriſtian cauſe, ſo when they once haue ſucked in any peſtilent doarine,they 
xe caprichious to preſerue their owne chymeraecs. The Miſtrefſes of Selomon, 
ifterthey had cauſed their beautiesto be adored,made their Idols to be wor. 
tipped: ſo luſtina, when ſhe had gayned credit as the mother ofthe Emperour 


and Regent in his minority ,endeauoured to countenance the Ariau Sect, Sch, of Arian 


®herin ſhe was paſſionate, that the ſword of diuiſion might paſſethroughthe 
lides of her owneſonne into the hart ofthe Empire. 

The 4rians had-in the Eafterne parts been il intreated vnder the Empire of 
Theodofins, and-many of them were fled to Milan vnder the condu@ of afalſe 
Biſhop , a Scythian by Nation, and named Awxentius, as theirhead , but whofor 

hatred the people of Milan bore to this name of Auxenriu , cauſed himſelfe 
Gbe called Mercurinus, | 
 Hewas acrafty and confident man, who hauing infiuuated himſclfe iato 

opinionof the Empreſſe, failed not to procure by al poſſible meanesthe 
aduancement of his Se& , and did, among other things , very 4mpudently 
demand a Church in the Citty of Milan forthe exerciſc of Arianiſme, 


' Taftina , who in her owne hands held the foule of her ſonne Valentinian as Tuſtina an Arian 


aloft piece of wax, gaue it ſuch figure as beſt pleaſed her , and being very en——_—_ Milan 


Wnning , there was not any thing fo vareaſonable , which ſhe did not euer 
H 3 colour 


'Strange conferece 
pretended by the 
Empreſle, 


peace of his people, it was in agitation to accommodate his thrice honopreq 
mother and thoſe of her Se& with a Church in Milan. 
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eolowur with ſome faire pretext, ro dazel theeyes of a child. She declared yay 


im,thar the place ſhe poſſeſſed neer his perſon wel deſeruedro haue a Church 
in Milan, wherin ſhe might ſerue God accordingto the Religion which ſhe 
had profeſted from her yonger dayes, and that it was the good ot his State 

peacefully to enterteine every one ja the Religion he ſhould chooſe , ſince i 
was the proceeding of his father Valentinian, which ſhe by experience kney 
had wel ſucceeded with him, 


To this ſhe added the blandiſhments of a mother , which cuer haue much 


-power ouer a yong ſpirit : ſothat the Emperour perſuaded by this Syren ſent ,/ 


toſecke s. 4mbroſe, and declared vnto him, thar for the goo4 of his State, fn 


[ 


Ar this word 8, Ambroſeroared like a Liou , which made it appeare he nener 
would yeald tothe execution of ſuch requeſts, The people of Myuan, who ho. 
noured their Prelart as the lively image of the worlds Sautour, when they once 


perceiued that Valentinian had ſuddenly called him, and that ſome 11 affaire wy 
.in handy they left their houſes, & came thundring from al parts to the Palace 


whereat Iuſtina was ſomewhat aſtoniſhed, fearing there was ſome plot init,g 


Jo inſtantly commanded the Captaine of the Guard to goe out and diſperſe 


the rude multitude, which he did, and preſenting himſelte with the moſt reſo. 


lute ſoldiers , he found no armed hands:ro reſiſt him, but huge troups of peo. 


ple, which ſtretched outtheir necks andcryed aloud , They would dye for the ds 
fence of their faith and Paſtor. | 
Theſe outcryes proceeding as from men affrighted, terrified the yongEm. 


-perour, and ſecing the Captaine of his Guards could vie no other remedy, he 


'beſought $. Ambroſe to ſhew himſelte ro the people , to mollify:them, andpro- 
miſe that for the buſineſſe now treated , which was to allow a Churchtothe 
Heretikes, neuecr had thoſe concluſions been decreed, nor would he cuerper. 
mit them. $, Ambroſe appeared, and as ſoone as he began to open his mouth, 
the people were appeaſed, as if they had been charmed with his words;wher. 
vpon the Empreſle grew very icalous, ſceing withthe armes of ſanGity , do. 
Erine,and eloquence, he predominated-ouer this multitude,as the winds ouer 
.the waues of the ſea. | 
Awhile after to leſſen the great reputation of $. Ambroſe, ſhe determinedto 
oppoſe her Auxeniius againſt him in a publike diſputarion : and though ſhein 
her owne conſcience wel vnderitood that he in knowledge was much ine. 
riour tos. Ambroſe, notwithſtanding ſhe repured him impudent enough, andz 
great talker, to ſtupify weake iudgements. She perſuaded her ſelf,thar of two 
things one would happen; eyther that $, Ambroſe , refuſing diſputation , would 
leauc ſome ſuſpicion of his inability , or accepting it , engage his authority, 


- This powerful woman , vnable ro bow. heauen, reſ{oluedto ſtirre he1, Sheob- 


tayneda Mandat from the Emperour her ſonne, by which it was enioynedto 
S. Ambroſe to be on aday nominated at the Palace, to conferre in his preſence 
wpon points of Religion againſt Auxenniw, 0n this codition,that ludges ſhould 
be appointed for both parts to decidetheir difference, The Tribune Dalmats 
awasthe bearer of this Mandat,who wiſhed S. Ambroſe by word of moitth, thx 
he ſhould haſten to name the Iudges , which he intended to choole for his 
party ; and that Auxentizs had already nominated his, who were al Pagans,tv 
take away thereby the ſuſpicion might be framed againſt thoſe of hisSec 
He cauſcdalſo certaine words ilently to ſlip from him by the ſubrilty of 
Lafiina, by the which he aduiſed him handſomly to eſcape, and goe whitherhe 
thought good, if he would not accept of this challenge. G 
S. Ambroſe had a ſtrange horrour vpon this Mandat , ſeeing how the cut 
ning ofapaſſionate woman , and the impudence of a ſhameleſſe Hererikety- 


hate 


rannized ouer the feeble ſpirit of an infant, enforcing him to demand this WY: 
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nts || hateful Conference , which ſeemed to be permitted for nothing, but to ex- 

ſethe venerable Myſteries of our Rdligion tothe ſcorne of Pagans. He 
would by n@ meanes goe tothe Palaceto excuſe himfelfe, fearing he might 
ſeeme totransferre a cauſe meerly Eccleſiaſtical toa Princes Court: but he 
made 4 graue anſwer to the Emperour, which is now extant in his works, 
where among other things, the 47ians condemning his refuſal, and taxing him 


quer-great authority of $, 4ambroſe, he ſaith: 


who ſigned b1s faich with the ſcale of his conſtancy, &- the wiſedome of his counſels by the hap- 
pines of bis State, eucr witneſſed both by his words and Edidts, thatit appertaned to none but 
Zuhops r0 ind ge of Brshops. You who are tender of age, lutle experienced,nay a Catechumene in 
fath , wil 1dge of myſteries, which you haue not yet learned. If this ſeeme reaſonable vnto 
puthe laity may heeraſter mount into the Chayre, and haue thoſe for their flock,, whom they 
hae bad for their Paſtours , which can neaer be done but by pernerting the order of this vnt- 
werle. God forbid 1 should chooſe 1udges of the laity, ro make them eyther Preuaricatours of 
jqth , or victimes of the vengeance of our enemies, Ut ſufficerh me to leaue my life therem, 
wich I ſo long haue conſecrated to the.de fence of the Church , and not engage others in the 
pail. © 1 bold the faith of the N1cene Councel, from which neyther the ſword nor death shal 
qr ſeparate me. I amready to defend it at the Church,not in the Comit , where neuer bad 
1hen , but for you ; and wherof 1 better loue not ro know the cuſtomes , then learne the cun- 
ung, 45 concerning this which 1 beare, that Your Maieſty offcrech me peaceably to retyre 
Em. WW wire I 5b4l chinke good; God himfelfe knowes with vow much eadeauour I auojded the 
/ , he MY harden jour father bimſclfe of glorious memory layd on my sbouiders : Now I cannot with 
pro- Il feedome diſcharge my ſelfe in conſcience , ſince the Bichops my aſſociates cry aloud vnto me, 
othe IM chatic were one and the ſame cryme in my perſon, either to leaue or betray the Altars. 
per» i lufins much moued with the liberty of theſe words, complained in herPa- 
outh, I licethat among ſo many Legions there could not be a man found ſo faithful, 
wher- WW stodeliuer her from the importunities of a Prieſt, promiſing offices and ſin- 
' ,do- I gular fauours in Court, to any that would lead him into exile. 
5 Ouer One named Euthymius offered himſeclfe, who hauing purpoſely hyred a 
bouſe neer to the Church, prouided a coach wel furniſhed ro cary away 
nedto Wt, tmbroſe at his comming from diuine ſeruice : but neuer was it poſſible for 
ſbein I timto performe his promiſe, by reaſon ot the great preſſe of people, which 
| infe. MW perpetually enuironed their Paſtour, Bur much otherwiſe, this miſerable 
and2 WW ndertaker , the yeare circumuoluing, the ſame day whereon he reſfolued to 
ff tro FWerecute his deſigne yponthe holy man, after he had ſhamefully been diſgra- ' 
would JW cd, was baniſhed, and caryed away in the ſame coach he had prepared for 
10rity. W5.umbroſe; as it 15 ſayd, Perillus authour of Phalaris his bul,was the firſt that han- 
he ob- Welled it; and Hugh Ambriot, who cauſed the Baſtille to be built, was the firſt thar 
nedto Wnentinto it inthe quality of aPriſaner,there to end his dayes. Another na- 
Mcd Caligonius, a Groome of the Chamber tothe Emperour , threatned S. 4m 


mnt thee ro execute what thou ſajeſt, rhou wilt aft but what Eunuches doe,G> 1 sbal epdure 
et which ordinarily the Bisbops ſuffer. 

Sometime after, as if Heauen had fought againſt thePrelars enemies , this 
wicked man,alchough an Eunuch, being accuſed of ſome impurity by a Cur- 
a the dint of the ſword , which he would haue drawue agaiaſt his 

op, 

 Intheend the Empreſſe reſolued to play outthe reſt of her game, & exer- 

Fethe whole extent of her power, She obteyned bloudy Edicts, which ſhe 
1c Cuſl- Yet ſelfe made to ſatisfy her owne paſſion : She armed her Auxentize ,as rhe in- 
ikety- Wfirumer of her fury:She cauſed it to be publiſhed aloud, thar al Ecclefiaſtikes, 
nd = Mio would not deliuer the Church which was in queſtion , ſhould be held 

| as Cr1- 


of contumacy for giuing occaſion of jealouſy to the Emperour, vpon the Lib.2.ep. 13. 


SACKED MAIESTYI, He that accuſeth my refuſal of contamacy accuſerh the law Reſolution of S, 
of pour father of druuſtice. He, vo w as a man moſt accomplished in armes and great affatres, Ambroſe. 


"mſeto cut off his head with his owne hands; the holy man anſwered : 1/ God - oorogy 


Strange fpctacle, ment to inuade the Church on cuery ſide, likea Towne beſieged, 'Neuerny 


Lg THE HOLY :COVRT, Port. :; 
as criminels of treaſon She cauſed Squadrons of inſoltnt ſoldiers tormney 
and downe the ſtreets, and caft cerrour into the mindTof the moſt confiden, 
That was the time, whenthe bruit of peril wherein $S. 4mbroſe was being ſpn{ © Io! 
through the Citty,vniuerſally drew atthe people to the Church, each one, lea 

deauouringto make a bulwarkefor himoof his owne body, 8 neuer for{akiny if {ed 
himcither day ornight.Tribunesand Captaineswere diſpatched to hia:,why I de« 

: i gnificd the Emperours-pleaſure, which conſiſted of three Articles, Thefy W 4 
was , he ſhould ſpeedily deliuer the holy veſſels and al the moueables oft W ath 

: Church, [The ſecond, he ſhould leaue the place queſtioned in the Empreſ; Wb # 

diſpoſe. The third,thart in al haſt he muſt goe outof Milan, and that he. ſhouy WW £P 

;haue free- liberty - ro trauel whither he pleaſed. The Biſhop made anſye, W# 

1That thoſe holy veſſels were the-mherit ance of Telus Chriſt , and as the Emperour but 

-#bandoned the ſtate of his-Anceſtours to Tyrants, ſo Ambroſe would nener betray the.yuy, 

«1m01y-of bis Maſter, Were gold and ſiluer demanded which were bys owne proprienies, be wall 

-make no difficulty to offeard them, but 4s for the goods of the Church, they were ſacred pledyy 

-which the Emperour had no right to require , nor be to giue. Then, for the Church demandy 

11t was che houſe of God, which his Predeceſſours Dionyſus, Euſtorgius,Myrocles, 

.ethers bad couragiouſly defended and conſerued,not to be profaned by Arians, but rexerau 

by Catholikes, Moreouer, for that which concerned his bamshment, ut was a thingnow nun 

patible with bis life, for be more feared God, who had giuen bim this char ge, the the Emyng 
pho would take it away; & thatif Valentinian were ready to doe that whisb an exo 

Power permitted, Ambroſe was bent on bi: part to ſuffer whatſceuer a gocd Paſteur mi 
fo endure for his fluck, yea 5ho:d bus body be torne peece-meal vnder the rack, of perſecun 

yer bis ſpirit sVould remaine faſt fixed to ihe Altar. 

The hiſtory of the vyne of Naboth was then read in the'Church , andow MW; 
part of it, which there paſſed in figure, was here expreſſed 1n verity, Thek 
nial of $. Ambroſe, being reported in the Palace, the ſoldiers had- commands 


a ſpectacle beheld more entermingled with terrour & piety. The Churchd FF 
Milan wasthen as a Tabernacle of the Lord of Hoſts, which marched betwen 
the battalions vnder the condu@ of the burning Pillar, There was nothin 
withour, but ſoldiers,lances;pikes,and-{words; within, but prayers;fermon, 
hymnes, and: canzonets, -One while this admirable Prelat offered Sacrificx 
the Altar, with great effuſion of teares ; then he mounted into the Chaire,ts 
encourage and conſolate the people; preſently he introduced:the fimphoy IF 
of pſalmes; anone he-gaue anſwers to the Emperours Deputies. He traw-WW 
led indefatigably, and appeared as another Iudas Machabew, ſometimes intie 
head, ſometimes in the ariere, and ſometimes inthe migſt of the Army. It 
was in his Church'like the Patriarch Noe in his Arke,confident in perils, p& 
ceable in rempeſts, immoueable in al violences confpired to his ruine, Tx, 
people by his example in thetumultof the whole Citty,& deluge of roar 
waters,were inthis Tabernacle of peace, as it they had.enioyedthe antipal 
of Heauen. Al were deuided by companies to pray and watch, as in Heal 
the Quires of Angels. | | 
The good mother of S. Auguſline was ten by chance in Milan very farre& 
gaged inthe buſines, for ſhe was as a Mary, fiſter-of Moyſes , who ſerued 25% 
example to al other women. At that time it was, when:God more and mt 
to comfort his faithful creatures, diſcouered to S. Ambroſe the ſacred bodics® 
$.Gerueſius and Protaſius,who heretofore had been martyred for the faith.W 
theſe holy Relikes were ſcen to be drawne out of vaults {til bloudy , «#9 
-one was enflamed with an incredible zeale for defence of Reli gion, muchlil 
the Elephants in the booke of Macbabees, who were ſtirred vp at the ſight 0 
theiuice of grapes. There was nothing bur lights, muſical conſorts, cxu 
* gions, and triumphs. 
. The mifcrable Empreſſe, who cauſed al things that paſſedto be =_ 
| re 


rated vnto her, was bw cometo the condition of rage. Nothing was heard 
ache Cirty bur prohibitions, menaces, penatties,chaines, & emprifonments, 
jathe end the Proucft was ſentro $S. Ambroſe to perſuade him, that he at the 


edition. The people preuented his anſwer,and criedout aloud,that could not 
why i be done. S. Ambroſe {tretched out his hands, and ſhewed his neck, ſignifying 
of] he wasreacy to receyue ferters and ſwords, yeato beſacrificed on the Altar, 
ofth ether then deliuer vpthe Altar, They wenttvutakethe Church iu the ſuburbs 
reſe; by force: the people ranne thither to ſtand vpon the defence thereof. The 
hou If Enperial Enhignes thereon already fixed, in fſigne of poſſeſſion, were abuſed 
een by litlechikiren, | F*. p 
'M leis aftrange thing that Heauen, earth, and al the elements, men and wes 
pegoreat 2nd ſmal., noble and ignoble, rangedthem{clues on S;4mbroſe ſlide. 
ſes the foldiers themſelues who were ſcat to take poſſeſſion ofthe Church 
"oY where the holy may was, eutred therein, which at the beginning gtue 0Cca» 
wank logof much terrour to the moſt timerous: but they lifting vp theit peacca- 
llehands , cryed out aloud, They were come to pray with the Catholikes, 
ad not exerciſe violence on any man; letting alſo the Emperour know, 
tatthe Church belonged ro him , as ro aCatholike Emperour, there he 
hould pray , there reccine fauours from aboue, there be in the Commu- 
won.ofcruc Chriſtians. If it apperteyned to Heretikes, if would no longer 
bea.place where the Emperour ſhould feed on the Lamb, which is acuer 
gen bur-in the true Church, His wicked mother ceaſed not to bewitch his 
vind, and breath in his cares, that Ambroſe ay med athis State:for which cauſe 
icaumiſſary was diſpatched tothe Biſhop , who-roundly told him , he only 
Witfred ro know one thing of him : Whether he would vſurp the Empire, to 
lend hemightheeratrer be treated withal as with a Tyrant? ] 
:Þ, 4wbroſe niade anſwer , That bis tyranny was infirmity and his armes prayers and 
ow, which made bim powerful-before God. That beerrofore Pricſts had giuen Kingdomes, 
wt rſurped chem. That there were ſome Emperours,, who had deſired Prieſthood , bug 


etl lichaps newer bad aſpired to Crownes, That Priefts bad often felt the ſword of Tyrants, 
rmons [Tyrants themſelues bad not at any time ſeen the fword of Priefls vusbearbed againſt 
fc MY: {1 Maximns be a5ked , whether be were aTyrant, ſor he was very wel able to 


tion of ſtrange things. His tyranny was 0 ſerue the Emperour at the Altay , and 


wen # ſacrificed sf God ſuffer, in ſeruing bim. ; : 
redgth [wel appeared this was to runne his head againſt arock,to thinke of ſuch 


aire, | he Emperour fearing to engage his authority any further, by the 
wie of ſome good Counſcllers gently firuck ſayle, leauing al matters 
is,” eandentire, 8, Ambroſe, who then in the Church explicarcd the hiſtory 

"Tr" ms, much wondered, how the rewpeſt being ceafled , he in an inftang 
roarin meout of the whales belly. | 
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aſt would aHow a Churchf inthe ſubutbs, roſatisfy Iufline, and appeaſe the 
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SECTION. 'XV. 


Bis 4 Maximus paſſeth into Italy, 


, O'V need but to caſt alitle earth abroad to '(catter ans 
'S. of ants; to break their Oeconomy and ſporr .makingthea 
"rather to.thinke vpon flight thenthe pleaſure of their-pilly 
ſo whilſt 14ftine with the Arians was il employed in riots, w 
practiſes how to be-reuenged on 8, Ambroſe , making vie ofth 
h ©. innocent ſpirit of her ſonne, and-authoriry.of the Empire ty 
 fatisfy herreucnge, God rayſcd an accident which made her thinke- of the 
matters. _ Ll 
. .Downin her goodly.Embaſſadour, who departed from Maximw:loadenyit 
preſents and:fayre words, litlethinking thereof, was preſently waytedonly 
an army of the Tyrant, who had in him as much feruour as tyer, andnivr 
infidelity then ice. So ſuddenly fel he vpon 1raly , that it.was .a great chahy 
be hadnor takenthe mother and her.yong-ones ypon the.neft. .Al whichth 
Empreſle 1»ſtina could doe , was ſpeedily ro ſauc her felfe with her ſous Ine 
and daughters,to ſet ſayle on the ſea, and paſſe to Theſſalonice.a Citty of Gig 
much.renowned, were.it but in $.Paules epiltles. W Fad 
_ © Maximus finding no-reliſtance flowed like a torrent ouer the fayre fel 
'@f Icaly, and matie furious hauoke though to take away the blemiſh of th 
bloud of the Emperour Gratian,and to gaine the reputation of a good Pring 
he ſhewed.in the end.ſoine moderation. | | adn 
It is verily a miracle of God, that he haying beentreated withby 8. 4n 
with ſo much liberty,as we haue ſayd before, & holding ſtil the bloudyſual 
inthe.ruines of Italy, in atyme when he might have done any thing whichlij 
paſſion dicated, he ſo bridled himſelfe, that he not only abſtayned frown 
ging the holy Prelat,but forhis ſake vſed the whole Territory of Milan with 
the more hutnanity, Itſeemedthe Citty of Milan vuder the influences ofith 
Paſtour had the vertue of thoſe ſacred ftorreſts, which tamed wolues: Ittyel 
yRche throat. of a rauenous wolfe, and made him.court his prey, Yetthoup 
the were without peril, ſhe was not void of feare, ſeeing ſo many are 
troups round about her, aud-ſmelling the ſmoke of thoſe fiers which wal 
her neighBours. Then was the tyme, when the admirable Biſhop ated thug 
likewife worthy of his perſon. For al the Cittizens wauering & almoſt rear 
to leaue the Citty deſolate to ſaue their liues, he by his eloquence and auths 
rity held them back ſo wel,that heſeemed to have enchained them, This ſcan 
Arribrofſerm. 99. ({aith he) proceedeth from our diſorders; let vs ceaſe to ſinne, and God wil giue oner toi 
cm" - agg vs. It is 4 folly to fly from your Countrey. Tf you deſire to be ſafe, fly from your ſinnes, I 
9.Fug '- armes of Maximus wil baue no power ouer bulwark.s of ſanttity.Belides,as it is ſay, 
is bad, who is good for none but himſelf, the charitable Prelar, not c0 
tent to conſolate and confirme his owne, but ſecing that al Italy was fil 
with extreme miſeries , not only ſpent al the meanes which he had! 
comfort them , bur employed therein the very gold and filuer veſſels 
the Church, for which cauſe the Arians ſought occaſion to calumniate us 
diſpoſing themſeluesto condemne vertues , ſince they could find no vice. 
lay hold on. 


The holy man anſwered that which he afterward couched in his a 


> 
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{ them «ccording ts our power, yea aboue our power, 1 14ther chooſe heerin to be accuſed 
gality, then inbumanity : there is no fault more pardonable , then that of bounty, It is 6 
ſurge thing tofind men ſo cruel, as to.be troubled, when they ſee a man redeemed from death, 
whoneft woman deliuered from the violence of Barbarians , which is warſe then aath , or 
ure forſaken infants , drawne from the contagion of 1dols , which they are forced to adore 
pithmen4ces of death... Let our enemies Murmur 45 long 45 the) pleaſe, but 1 more affeti to 
keepſoules for God,then to treaſure vp gold. | 


hiniſelfe very cold; in ſo muchthat (not to diſguiſe the truth partly touched 
in Zoþmw) alrhough Th ovoſis was a very great Captaine,as one who ariued to 
<cEmpirc by his owne merit, notwithſtanding ſeeing his fortune now at 
thebeighe , he was pleaſedto taſt the repoſe and delights of che Court, vader 
the ſhadow of his owne palmes, and not conteſt againe with any man, fearing 
the hazard of warres, and the ſlippery foot of felicity, Moreouer Maximes, 
whodetyed the force of al the world, played the fawning dog-before him, and 
{ntexprefſe Embaſſadours to draw him to ſome agreement. This1ſo wrought, 


look that when the offended Emprefſe ſounded an alarme, Theodoſius endeauoured 
dads topacify her with faire promiſes and good hopes , ſaying, nothing muſt be 


chane WY Fe*Pitated ; that Maximus would become duriful; that it was betterto giue 
him -" bone to ow" = Oy . ———— _ _ would 
ever be extinguiſhed, but with riuers of humane bloud. But the Lad 
Gn whnitly vexed , purſacd this affaire with al extremity, and cu——_ 
pleaſed to ſee, that he who held al his aduancement from her husband , her 
ety WY £16, and her children, ſhewed ſome remiſſnes in ſo vrgenr a neceſlity, She 
kthought her ſelfe of an excellent ſtratageme, which was, to cnflame the 
Prin Wi "9 withthe fircof Joue. The Emperour Throdefiw had loft his wife Placills, = 
adwas much enclined to aſecond mariage. 
Fr fins, who heertofore had cnioyed the ſhorttyranny of beauty , making 
vin tro Emperours Maxeniius and Valentinien the Elder tributary thercunto, was 
ich; WY 010nger in ſeaſon to affoard that which might very cafily winne Theodefiue; 
» he —_ ——_— op ay then ro the flower = her age L os a per- 
, im the mother ; ſhe determined to pierce this man e arrow 
on ofthe eye of this Princeſſe , which was moſt eaſily done, for fo necks her 
Trthel Jeng with her to difſolue this hart of ice ; and caſting her ſelte ar his feer, 
ehouþ humbly beſought him by the ſeruice he heertofore rad vowed to the houſe 
Mn 
| inEmpire, ethem n . In 
= tie ſame proportio as ſhe vttered thoſe words with great feruour, the daugh- 
& real tercompoſcd her ſclfe to weep with a good grace, and cuen as tearesin ſuch 
perſons haue a ftrong ſpurre in them, Theodoſrus beholding her,felt the wound 
*Txaw, when he beheld Laziniainthelike caſe, Hequickly rooke the Em- 
eſſe and her daughter vp,promiting al aſſiſtance, and from that rime plainly 
ucring that he was powerfully rouched. He alſo failed not in few dayes 
require Galls in mariage, which the mother promiſed him , as ſoone as ſhe 
kad irreuocably engaged him in the warre ſhe pretended, The mariage was 
batily enoughſolemnized, and from the feſtiual hal they paſſed into the field 
Mars. Maximus, who ſaw Theodofius entertayned his Embafſadours with 
words, not giuing them any abſolute anſwer , much doubted the affaire, and 
his whole force ypon defence. He did al which humane prudence 
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vice. ol "ay, that hath nor the-eycs of God. Heſet his Good man, the furtherer of al his 
eacheries, to ſea, commanding him to. guard the Archi-pelagus with a 
offices} Featfleet, Onthe other parr, he gaue commillion to his brother Marcelines 


i to keep 


vir the effet of « moſt ardent charity , to compaſſionate the miſeries of our neighbours, and t0 Oſke, lib. r,c,r8. 


Whilſt al this paſſed in 1raly, Theodofixe came to viſite Tuſtins and her chil- p,,.,,joww of 
len at Theſſulonica, who failed nor to preſent al their complaints, and ſollicit Theodoſiu and 
kimto vndertake the warre againſt Maximu, But he therein ar firſt ſhewed Iuſtina, 
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to keep-the-paſiage -of the Alpes witha:ſtrong Army. He himſelte why 
moſt reſolued troups deſcended-into Sclauonis to. preuent his enemy. 

T heodofius acuertifed of althis,after he had-moft particularly inuokedehyy ©! 
Nance. of the God of Hoſts, be.put himſelfe on the-way to caſt the lot of yy the 
worlds Empire. Neuer was there amore:proſperous warre. It ſcemed they, if £* 
gels of .Heauen led the.Emperour.by the hand ; and that-the bloud of Gag ked 
do traiterouſly ſhed,rayſedFuries in the camp of Maximus. The encoungg 
the two Armies was at Sifia, where thoſe of the contrary: party.accouny 
themſclues ſtrong, having rhe riuer for bulwark,which ſeparated them fig 
approaches. terrible to theirtreachery. Bur the braue ſoldiers of Theodgfy 
nothing amazed, although already. much wearied, and al duſty with they 
zorney they had taken,laying hold. of occaſion by the forelock \ſpeedilygs 
{cd the riuer,and furiouſly charged the enemy. ; . 
1, Theſe wicked men were ſoaſtoniſhedtoſee themſelues ſurprizedby ſug 
an action.of courage , that ſo ſooue as they had taken a.viewof them jthy 
turned their backs, Maximus hardy for a black miſchiefe, and remiſſe.ina fie 
of battel, ſhametully abandoned-his Army, inftantlythe.carth was couerg 

with bodies,the riucr filled with bloud, and good ſucceſle reſerued apart 
the.clemency of the victour. Theedoſius purſued his fortune, and grapling wit 
Marcellings , who wasno.abler man then his brother, detcated him, returning 
row very-freſh fromthe victory he bare away in the firft-battel. Andas atthe 
lame time he had noticethat Maximus was retyred into Aquileia, he , who deh. 
red to cut away the root of warre, went thither with his army to beſieget, 
The iuſtice-of God fought powerfully againſt this Cain, and the timeywy 
come,in which wirh his bloud he muſt wath the ſpots of his crime.God,whs | 
in puniſhments holdeth ſome conformity with the finne, would that asthi MZ 
miſerable creature had ſtirredthe military men againſt hts Prince , he:{holl WA 
.be betrayed by the ſame ſoldiers, in whom he had al his hopts repoſed, lin 
ſtrage thing, that theſe people abhorring the wickednefſe of this man, took 
ſeyzed,and ſhametully deſpoyled him of the very habill:tments &urgrkey@WN 
Emperour,which he had arrogated to himfelfe; thentying .and binding higi 
likea Galley-ſlaue;they preſented him to Theodsſine, Y Y 
It was the greateſt extremity of vnhappineſſe which might befal himys 
ſay , thatinſteadof meaſuring with his dead body the place he ſhould hae 
defended liuing with his {word in hand, he was vicd as a King difarrayd;rolet' 
him be ſeen by althe world as a ſpeRacleot intamy. 17:4 


 Theodoſiwbeholding himſo humbled,had ſome pitty of him, & reproaching 
him with his treachery, Yemanded who cauſed him to enterprize this tt 
gedy? He being a coward and a flatterer,anſwered in ſo humble termes, thi 
he diſcouered to hauc had this beliefe, thar his defigne no whit diſpleaſedhis 
Maieſty ; in other things excufing himſelfe with great ſubmiſon, and make 
ing it appeare,he wasa true Jouer of life, He neuer had ſo good an opinion 
his wickednefle as to hope for an ordinary death, yet ſeeing the Emperout i 
changed colour, and ſpake to hin: ina ſweeter tone, he was in ſome hopes 
obrcine lyte, when the enraged ſoldiers haled him, & tore him in pieces," 
as Others haue written,deliuered him to the hangman, who cut off his head," }* 

At the ſame time Theodeſius diſpatched Count Arbog.,ftus to ſeize on his ſont) FF 
who was ayong<child,as yet bred vader the wing of his mother , whom/t 
ximas cauſed to be called the Vidoriews, and had already declared him Caſa, 
when ſodainly he was taken and maſſacred,to accompany his father. ' 'F 

The Good man his Admiral, vnderſtanding the general diſconfiture of affwi 
res, voluntarily drowned himſelfe ;preucnting the hand of a hangmanw 
would not haue fayled him , but al the water.1uthe ſea was not ſufficient 
waſh away the ſtayne of his Maſters bloud from: his ſoule, ſince the cteral 


flames neuer cantree 1t. | 79 | 
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hit + pehold the iſue of Maximw after the rapine of foure or fiue yeares. Behold 
| a whatthedeſignes of the wicked tend, who vnder pretextof Religion ſceke 
bee fthei 1 2Faires. Bohold ro what hypocriſies and 
che aduancement of their temporal affaires, Bohold ro what hypocrites an 
of th gpodly humane policies, which make vic of God as of a mas ke fortheir wic- 
het kednefſe, are finally reduced. Behold a ſtroke of thunder , which hath lefrno- 
ww thing on earth behind ir, but noyce and ſtench. O beſtial and bewitched men, 
ned ho hauing ſo good leſſons of the iuſticeof God , written with the bloud and 
une i cveat of ſo many miſerable Sacrifices, purſue ſtil the ſame tracks, to be come 
frog panions of the like misfortune! 
| $, 4mbroſe is much glorified for treating with thisman , who deceiued ſo 
many others, as with one excommunicate, vnwilling to be ſo much as ſaluted 
ya yy him , who vowed ſo many ſeruices at his feet; and freely fore-telling the 
Wniſery ſhould betal him, if he appeaſed not the celeſtial vengeance with a ſin- 
7 fu cxerepentance. | 3; | 
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The af fr tion of [1 eAmproſe Tpon the death 
6; Uaieminian, 


partly % 


7 | of perfumed thgſnes;& the wayes of great men are al of ice, 
NS ' Boardered with Precipices , hath ſaid no leſle then triith. Iris 
the ARNGN V/ 3; | verily athing moſt ſtrange that the golden ſectings of Pa- 
ker N \ 7 Ve 9 laces tremble ouer crowned heads , and that in the heat of 
ng hig? JN VS) feaſts, the fff Heauen viſibly on the wals fgureththeſen- 
—_— tence of their death, In the meane time we deſperately loue 
j anities of the wo. 1d : nothing is thought on, but to ſer our foot on mens 
dats that we may the more <«minently be ſeen, to draw the bloud of this 
rſe out of it's veines, to ciment vp the ruines , andtyc our ſelues to a mi- 
table world, which daily falleth apieces euen inour owne hands, The poore 
dntizian.was reſtored to the throne by Theodoſius , after the death of Maximus, 
Whad only paſt three or foure yeargs in peaceful tranquillity, diſpoſing 
mſelfe ro good according tothe latitude of his owne hart, and giuing way 
obe wholy gouerned by the Councels of $. Ambroſe, whom he heertofore had 
mlecuted, When behold him taken away atthe aj c of one & twenty yeares, 
ſahorrible treaſon, which did as it were mingle his bloud withthat of his: 
n0ther Gratian. 
The good Prince paſſed into France, being then at Vienna neer Lions , accom- 


—-, Hoſocuerhath frecrremay are made ofglaſſt, Brownes 


en-in ſingular good reputation: for he was a manvf worth, hayinga wal 
is ſont) Wupolſed body , a quick ſpirit, a generous behauiour , and'much praQize in 
Wuecrerciſe of armes, which had ſo dignified him, thar he held che prime place 
tieEmpire , rothe which he had rendred good feruices. He was'very wel 
eioged by the foldiers ; for beſides his excellent parts,he bare an irreconci- 
Nehatred roauarice,and appeared ſo litle curiousroenrichhimfelfe, that 
ſo greataCapraine as he was, he would be Maſter ofno more then an 
ſoldier. This ſcemed-commendable in him, bur he was fo deſperately 
bad and-cholerike , that he would haue al things caried according to his 
me counſels, much offended with the leaſt contradiction, andaccounting 
uclte ſo necefſary, that nothing could be done without _ 9 G3 Ba, : 
44 n r 


\Niyig! 


edwithtche Count Arbegaſtus, a French man by Nation, who had liued til Arbogaſtue; 


Mannersof V alot 


tinian, 


Ambreſins de 


abitu Valent. 
8 


36 THE HOLY COVRT. Part. 2: 


On the other fide the yong Emperour , who was icalous of his anthorit, rep 
fecing that through his preſumption he tooke roo much vpon him, he in the 
occations ſought to dgpreſſe him , which the other il diſgeſted : but heconz. ji ic 
nuing in this arrogant and harſb diſpoſition, Valentinian violently moued ,di{ Wl 10f 
reſoluc to be rid of him. Behold why one day , as Arbegaſtw approached tohi; I fn 
thronc to doc him reucrence, he looked awry on him , and gaue him 4 ticker, MW 748! 
by which he declared him a man diſgraced and depriued of his charge. Hey. MW her 
rious , as a dog who byteth the ſtone throwne at him , after he had read th I mel 
ticket, tore itin pieces in the preſence of the Emperour through extreme ig. char 
pudency., and cryed out aloud : You gaue me not the charge which 1 hold , nor vita i 945 
Jour power 10 take it from me, This he ſpake,, preſuming of ſupport from theo, iſ #8 
diers , whoin he had cuer eſteemed. From this day forward he ceaſe 
not to make his diſtaſts appeare,, and to bend his ſpirit to a miſchicuous re, ads 
UCnge. 4 

There was by misfortune at that time in the Court one named Fugnia, MW Migh 
who was accounted a witty man, but cold and timerous , that heertofore hu = 
profeſſed Rhetorike, and acquired a good tallenrt in ſpeaking. Arbogaſtu ſup- = 
poſed his owne boldnefſe would make an excellent temper with the colt 
neſle of this man, and hauing along time much confidedin him, he madehin 
an ouerturerto ſcize on the Empire, which he at firſt refuſed. Bur the othe 
hauing promiſed him the death of Valentinian, and his fword for defence, gas 
Conſent to a moſt enormous aſſaſſinate. | 

Al men were amazed , that the poore Emperour in a fatal morning ys 
found ſtrangled by the conſpiracy of Eugenius and Arbogeſius , ayded by tl 
Gentiles, who deſired nothing butthe liberty of Paganiſme. | 

This newesbroughta molt ſenſible affli&ion vpon S. Ambroſe, fortheEn. 
perour was afſuxed , that the Biſhop came to Vienns expreſly to entreat hists 
turne into Iraly, which hauing vnderſtood, he reckoned vpthe dayes ande 
pected his ariual with vnſpeakeable impatience. But $. Ambroſe , who woul 
not by importunity thruſt himſelfe into vnneceſſary affaires , as he throw 
Charity was vnwilling to be wanting in neceſſary, hauing vnderſtood that, 
Emperour was daily vpon his returne, deferred this voyage, which hadbeafi 
molt requiſitro hinder Arbogſtw , ouer whon+he had a great power. Vaal 
aan aduertiſed of this dclay, wrotto him, andearneſtly preſſed him tocoms 
adding he meant to receiue Baptiſme at his hands , for he was as yet buta 
ecchumen. The good Pre\at hauing recciued the Emperours latters , ſpeedl 
ynderrook the iourney, viing al expeditio,when ar iris comming to the Alpt 
he heard the deplorable death of the poore Prince , which made him retar 
back againe, and waſh (as hc ſaith) his owne ſteps in his proper teares, ml 
bitrerly every moment bemoaning thedeath of his deareſt pupil. 

The prouidenceot God was very manitcſt in this death, for Valentmia mi 
drawne from Empires of the world inatime, when he ſcemed now fully 10, 
tor Heauen, It is an admirable thing how the direction of 5, Ambroſe, who 
his latter dayes he owly affe&cd , had metamorphoſed him into anothgrmt 
In the beginning he was rhought to be ouer-much delighted intourneyes 
horſe-races: he ſo tooke away this opinion of him, that hewould hardly 
mir theſe ſports inthe great feſtiualenterteynments of the Empire. The Vi 
tiles, whomade obſeruations on al his life , had nothing toreproach inal 
but hat he exceſliuely delighted inthe Naughter of ſauagei beaſts, who# 
cauſed tobe taken and fed for his pleaſure, ſaying it diuerted:him from 
of the Empire. He ,tofatisfy al the world , cauſed inſtantly althglc creawy 
to be killed, and diſpoſed himſelfe to attend the affaires of his Counſel, nh, 
ſo good iudgement, andſo great reſolution , that he ſeemed a' Daniel in" 
midſt ofthe aſſembly of Elders. Theſe enuious people having watched tl 


farre,as to obſeruc him art the table, obieRed, he anticipated the nay” 
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repaſt; yet he ſo addicted himſelfe to abſtinence, that he was ſeen in feaſts ra- 


on ther ſeemingly then effecRually to cate; for ſometimes inentertaining others 


te faſted , rempering deuotion and charity with a ſingular diſcretion. Finally, 
dl 10 give teſtimony of his-infinit chaſtity, tt wasfold him there was in Rome 2 
ohi female Comedian,cndowed with a ſingular beauty, hauingattractiues which 
- r{bed al the Nubility. This vnderſtood, he deputethone expreſly robring 
os jertothe Court : bur they being paſſionately in loue with her,corrupted the 
4 the meſſenger, ſo thar he returned without doing any thing, The Emperour re- 
ein. MW char eth.,, and commandeth that ſhe with al expedition.ſhould be brought, It 
To = done, bur ſhe comming to the Courr, the moſt chaſt Emperour would 
eſo). Wl tovſo much as only-{ec her, bur inſtanly'ſent her back againe, ſaying , Thatif 
aſs Wiebciog in acondirion which gaue him the meanes tofatisfy al his pleaſures, 
adinanage which ordinarily vſcthto be veryAlippery in.matter of vice, & 
vhich is more , not maried, abſtained from vnlawfal loues ; his ſubie&ts 
pight wel doc fomewhar by his example. Neuer ſcruant (ſaith & Ambroſe) was 
ce has bore 0 rhe.power of his Mafter, thenthe body of this Prince was vader com- 
w ſp nndo#the ſoulc.; nor cuer Cenſour more diligently examinedtheaGions of 
coll athers;then he h1s owne. : | : 
Jo bis Though al theſe diſpoſitions infinitly much-eoforted the holy Prelat,& na- 
telythe deſire he expreſſed to receiue Baptiſme rwo dayes betore his death, 
king cucry .inſtant it Biſhop Ambroſe were come, notwithſtanding his hart 
transfixed to ſee him taken away inatyme, when he went abourtto make 
inſelſe moſt neceflary for al.the world. His death was generally bemoaned 
lyalmen, and there was.not.any,nay not ns enemies, which for him powred 
of out. their teares, 


Itis ſaid that Galls his'ſiſter , wife of theEmperour Theodeſius , at the newes 


hel. {his death filled rhe Court with inconſolable lamentations, and dyed in 
__ jld-bed, which.came by exceſlc of griefe.; for which Theodoſius was pittifully 
4 $16 ed, T ; 


The other iſters of the Prince., who were ar Milan, ceaſed not to difſolue 
0 teares, before the eyes of $. Ambroſe, who hadno word more effecual to 
atafore them ,then:the aſſurance that hiSfaith and zecale had purified him, 
the demand he made of Baptiſme had conſecrated him, to the end they 
ld no-longer be in.paine withthe caſe of his ſoule. 


te he made a funeral oration found yet among his workes. Iuthe endre- 


newber you 108: 1 wil not make 4 prayer , wherin I in = not the names of-my deareſt pu- 
(Gratian «nd Valcntinian. In the ſilence of the night the apple of mine eyes shal be wa- 
. Ws 4nd ſul of teares for you , and «5 often a5 1 approachto Altars my ſacrifices shal mount 
Manen m the odour of ſweetneſſe. By my wil (deareft children) if 1 could baue giuen my hfe 
tare, 1:5hould baue ſound conſo!ation for al my ſorrowes, Then turning himſelfe to 
liſters, thoſe mourntful turtles, whomthis good Prince had ſo paſſionately 
Med; that in conſideration of them he deferred his owne mariage, fearing 
Ftheloue ofa wife might diminiſh his chatity towards them , the good 
- 1. Wpthus ſpake vato them : My holy daughters , 1 wil not bereaue youef teares ; this 
7 lobe over ignorant in the reſſentments of your harts. 1 wih that you bewaile your bro= 
1 Itbemoanc him not 4 loſt, be shal liue more then euer in your eyes , inn your breſls , in 


rom * Wo batts., in Jaut imbracements , in your kifſes ,in your memory, in your prayers ; nor shal 
ang dra from your theughts : but you ought now #9 couſider him with & quite other 


96.101 a5 21149 mortal, for whom you were euer i feare , but as an angel in whomyou 
wowbing : 48 Angel, who wil «fiſt , comfart , and bold you day and nightin bis protee 


SECTION 


Thegood Biſhop took a moſt particular care of his obſequies and burial, 


mdring his two pupils: Gee (ſaith he) O you moſt happy , gone 4 you are outof the 5, Argy,rofe fpea- 
tof this world, duel now in the euerlaſting delights of God, vnited in beauen, 4s you hae keth to the ſouics 
Mearth. 1f my prayers baue any force before-God, 1 wil not let aday paſſe of my life, that of bistwo Pupils 


= 
a 


Fpiſt. Ambrof, ad 
Eygenium, 


| the horrour he had conceined of his ſacriledges The falſe .Emperour fail 


.had been fought, he wrotto him a moſt.couragious letter; where, not touching 


-him for his-impicty, and ſaid among other things: 
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SECTION. XVII . 

) If 

The Tyranny of. Eugentus , and notable liberty | , 
.of S, 5mbroſe, | r 

| in 


N the meane while Exgenius , drawne fromthe ſchog Ml 
rothe Throne of Monarchs, to ſerue as a ſpeciog th 
game forthe fortune of the: times , changeth his 6. Ml 
D rulainto a ſcepter,and makes himſclfe an Emperoy MW 
<Y liketheiceof one night. The faithleſſeman,whoky i £9 
NP been a Chriſtian, ſhurting-vp his eyes thenfrong MW 
lf conſideration of piety, and only opening themtothy 
7 luſtreof this vnexpeGted greatneſſe, made himlſelfey 
JT I7PY' > armeoftowe,forlaking the dire&tion of God, tofy wj 

- {upport in humane policy. He-put al his hope in the-ſword. of Arbogeſtu aj 


Counſel of Flaxianws, a gentleman of prime quality , & much-yerſed iniudici lne 
Aſtrology , who promiſed him a golden fortune., 1f he would leaue- Chriſti I 15 
Rcligion to .readuance-the worſhip of falſe Gods ,towards which Eugaiz hisc 
blinded with his preſumption, diſcouered great inelinations, thin 
He choſe the Citty of Milzn, to begin the web of his wicked-purpoſe, Cell 
where $S. Ambroſe did not deſire him, not through teare of his armes , butfy JP 
4 


not to writeto the holy Biſhoptorcquire his freinſhip, which he wouldmie {#) 
vie of to ſupport his authority : but holy Ambroſe ſhewed ſo generous ac 
tempt. of his letters;that he deignednot ſo much as to make anſwer, yntil{a 
rime that being informed-how Eugenizs.vnderhand fauouredthe Se of Pagh 
hauing already allowed them this Altar of Vi&ory, for which ſo many bartals 


his cle&ion nor affaires of State, asthen not wel knowne , he reprehendes 


1 owe the retreat , which I made from Milan, nor attending Jou,to the feare of God, wii Panto! 


sbal perpetually be the rule. of my attions, The grace of our Sauiour shal exer be more pit adm 
with me, then that of Czſars , nor wil | 4t-any ryme-flatter aman to betray p1y conſeiend, | Todo 
"wrong no perſon, if Lrender to God that which is due to him; aud l profit al men , when -q 
ceale not a trathfrom great-oues. 1 vnderſtand you hauc granted to Pagans that whidh tge c 
ftatly bath been denied them by Catholike Empereurs.God k noweth al the ſecrets of yuurk elrp 
It u 4 very il buſineſſe if you vnwilling to be beguiled by men, think to deceiue God, whe ſil MP: 
al that is to bedone , exen to nothing. The Gentiles , who ſo much hae importuned you} Xcom 
risfy their paſtion , taught you to-be yrgent to make 4 good refuſal of that which you a = 0 
Jive, but wub committing ſacriledge.1l am no Controller of your liberalities, but an inter} = P 
of your faith. Gine of _ treaſures what euer you thinke good; I enuy no man: but ji = 
nor giue an) thing of the rights.of Ged,, which 1 wil nor reſiſt with the vemoſt extent ofn Ir C 


wer, You make 4 goodly matter to preſent offerings toTeſus Chriſt ; you wil find few 
make account of theſe diſtmulations; euery.man-heeraſter wil regard , not what youde, 
awbar you baue 4 wil todoe, As for my part, 1 enter not-now into conſideration of your 
Sur if you be true Emperour', you wil begin with the ſeruice of the diuine Majeſty : Thi i 
'Which T canner hide from you, becauſe my life and flattery are two things ricompatible. | 

As forthe reſt , the Emperour Theedoſius ſeeing the tyranny:of Eger4# 


readineſle, wel forclaw neceſſity muſt needs put armes into his hands! krable 
mavyy 
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panaged with piety, Whileſt the infamous Eugeniue made ſlaughter of beaſts, 
amuſing bimſelte on the conſideration of their entrails, fromrhence to iudge 


theeucats of warre, the braue Theodoſius proſtrared himſelfe beforethe Altars Theodofius ma- 
gftheliuing God, couered with haire-cloth, imploring the afſiftanceofSaints keth the Court 
jorhis ſuccour, andal the prayers of ſoules the moſt purified , which at thar holy- 


time lived within Monaſteries, He departed from Conſtanmople with theſe 
zides,cauſing the Stadard of the Croſſe to march before him. Eugenius was al- 
ready encamped on the Alpes to hinder the paſſage of his aduerſary , and had 
inamanner couered them with Statues of falſe Gods,as of Iupuer and Hercules, 
{ beſtial was this man, 
The Emperour ſeeinghe needs muſt fight, commanded Gaynes , Colonel of 
the Goths , who led the vanguard , ro breake the trenches of his cnemies, 
which he-quickly did: but they being yer very freſh, and hauing a.notable ad. 
vantage of place taken by them , ſulteined the firſt aſſault with much refolu- 
tion, & infinit loſſe on the Emperours part; for it is thought that Gaznes, who 
wsa valiant Capraine in his owne perſon, yet roo wiltully opinionatiue to 
force this paſſage of the Alpes,loſt there zbour ten thouſand men, which were 
killed like flyes: ſo.that needs a retreat muſt be made, very thametut tor Thes- 
kw his army. | 

Eugenius, whoſe head was not madefor a diademe, thinkingrthe whole bu=- 
fineſſe cnded., after.ſo great a ſlaughter of his enemies, was ſo puffed vp with 
thisſuccefſe., thar | c rather thought how to glorify his victory , then toreſee 
isdefece.T he ſageEmperour on the other ſide,ſceing his Army growne very 
thin, and the courage of his ſoldiers waucring, more itcadfaſtly made his ad- 
deflero:Goi]. He was ſeen vponthe top of a rock prolitrate onthe carth, aud 


cying aloud: My God, you k now thar 1 in tbe name of your Sonne enterprized this warre, = —h — picty 
O ICOUVNUS, 


y , . . / YL 
od haye oppoſed the armes of the Creſſe again ſl Infidelity. If i me tierce reſt any blame, 1 be= 


ſrechyou 20 revenge my ſinnes 08 my culpable hcas , ana not abandon the cauſe of Rel gion, 
luſt we become a 1eproach to Irfidels. 

The ſame night God for his aſſurance ſhewed hima viſion of two Apoſtles, 
$.lon, and $, Philip , who ſhould be, as indeed they were, the Conductours of 
tisLegions, The riext moraing , about breakeof day , he ranged his forces in 
bataile array,and charged Eugenius, not asyetthroughly treed from his drun- 
ten proſperity: And when he ſaw that thoſe who had thE vanguard proceeded 
therin ſomewhat fearefully , remembring theſclues of the vſage of their com=- 
panions, he did an act of admirable confidence, tor he alighted from his horſe, 
udmarching on foot inthe head of his Army cryed out : Where is the God of 


Teedefins ? Ar this word the ayd of heauen was ſo propirtous , that a furious yiacry of Theo- 
whirl-wind was raiſec,which perſecuted the enemies of Theodoſfiue , caſting a doſius oucr Euge= 


huge cloud of duſt into their eyes, and returning al their own darts backe to "! 
tieir proper faces, in ſuch ſort, that as it is confeſſed by Claudian, a very obſti- 


em obedient to his ſtandards, Heauen fought tar its belaued Theodafiue, and 
the powers of the aire were in armes to fauour his vicories.The ſoldiers at 
isinſtant were al changed, ſo much hope had they in their hares, andfire in 
their courages. 

; Becarius, one of the Emperours greateſt Captaines, with his enflamed Le- 
Jons, brake through the ranks, penetrated the trongeit reſiſtances, & gay- 
ted the Alpes. Eugcnius, his people deiected as men fallen from the clouds, 
<ouldnor ſufficiently admire this alteration. The diſcreeteſt among them dif- 
poſedthergſclues to.treat of peace, crying aloud , that neuer would they beare 


in mes againſt a man, who had the ayre and winds in his pay. 


Theodoſis fortified them with his clemency; al diſpoſitions by amoſt remar- 


ſable miracleof God, who exerciſeth his power as yvel over harps as winds, 


I 3 were 


> tione funebry 
wtePagan,it ſeemed the good Emperour that day hadthewinds andtempeſts Theodofſii. I 


Y #command , and that he had nothing to doe but to giue the word, tomake 


'Syr 
«ard 


«Togue bur- 


| at Theſſaloxice. The matter-tor the Tewes was , for that one of their &jnagogrs 


90 THE HOLY COVRT, art.:; 
, were changed in arinſtant , and that which is.admirable,. themoſt faithfulty 

Eggert promiſed the Emperour to put him 1nto his hands,which they, perfg,. 
«med: forthey went totake this miſcrable man, who ſate on his Throne em; 
taining his goodly imaginations, and crying: Bring him aliue (ſpeaking of rh, 
deſu.) whenthey. laying hold of his coller , and moſt ſhameiully binding hy 
. han3s: Its you (ſaid they.) we muſt bring aliue to T heodoſius, and that mſtanth.T 
;truſſed himvplikea beaſt aſtoniſhed ,.and. preſented him to the Emperoy 

who hauing reproached him in preſence of althe world for his impiery ay 
;treachery, cauſed hum preſently to beputto death, to make anend of his img 
. ginary Empire, 

The wicked Arbogaſius, who had at other times beenſo happy , when he fol. 
:lowed the counſels ot S. Amb ofe, ſeeing the il ſuccelle of his delignes ; becane 
:{o enraged, that himſelte thruſt two {words through his owne: body, bein 
not able. to.cndure. life, nor. light , which ſeemea to, vpbraid him withk? 
.Crimes. 

Some: hald:that Flavianw dicd inthe throng that he might -not-ſuruye 
; his owne ſhame: others think he. e{caped ,and that Theodoſius. extended higg, 
. dinary.clemency to him, 

Briefly behold the. courſe of the tyranny of Eugenius, ſtil more and morey 
werify the oracles of $. Ambroſe, The Emperour came to Man, where hecst 
-bimſelfe at the feer of the holy Biſhop, attributing theſe victories to his wit. 

dome, counſels, and vertue of his prayers. 


.SECTIO N, XVIII 


' "The tlifferences of S. eAmbroſe with the Emperoxr 
Theodoſius , and his dcath. 


\ 


a1 Hiloſophe-s ſay, there are foure things which divert thunde, 
F- to wit, wynd, rayne, noiſe, and the light of the ſunne. And 
” behold athunder-clap arreſted by $. Ambroſe with the winddl 
# his mouth, the holy rayne-of his.cloquence , the noiſcofhi 
> Voice, and reſplendent light of his molt vnſported lite. | 
A289 Theodeſize verily was a great Prince , but as it is ſo 6 
ficulttobeon carth and not participate of earth , as thar the-moone belng 
diſtant by ſo many thouſant leagues , yer ſeemeth-ro.beare the marks therot 
.enthe forchead;ſo is it very hard to be in Court, and not reſſent the manners 
of the Court, and-ſoules eſteemed the moſt remperare not to haue ſome ble 
miſhes appeare on the face. This-braueEmperour was naturally enclinedt0 
.choller , which was enkindled by the breathof rhoſe who conuerſt with hin, 
nouriſhing himſelfe withthe food of oner-much credulity. For this cauſe ht 
had twogreat conteſtations with $, Ambroſe, which eminently.maniteſted 
authority-of the holy-Biſhop, | 
The one was for a Sinagogue of lewes; the other for the murder committed 


was burnt in the Eaſt,attheſolicitatio of a Bishop, with which Theodeſiw : 
ded, as if it had imported much prejudice to his Edi&s, cauſed a cars 


Inquiſitionto be made, and adiudged-the good Bishop,, who was ſad g 
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bethe authour of this-fire,, to-rebuild the Sinagogue now turned to cinders- 
s, 4mbroſe, although'he had apeaceable ſpirit, and that he in his Dioceſle had 
never yndertaken the like, auoiding popular commotions as much as he 
might, which cuer tranſport affaires intoſoine exceſſe, yet could he-not tolle- 
rae the rigours vſcd againſt Chriſtians, onthis pretended iniury , bur he 
very ſharply wrot thereof to Theodofius, as it appearcth by the letter, which 
js yet found among his workes; ſome wordes4vhereof behold: 


bat1 muſt auow that-I neuer reſſented any thing more lmely , then to fee m) ſelfe as it were 


winſed of ſacriledge before your Maveſty. | beſeechyou patiently fo hark en to me ; for if I be G.aue wordes of 
wa thy 70 be heard by you , I cannor be heard 0 f God for you.Tou doe wrong to commit Jour S, Ambroſe. . 


pujers and vowes to me, tobe caryed to Altars:: if you deny me the audience of your eares, 
ju declare me by the ſame ſ-ntence vuworthy to beare Jour complaints 10 the tares of the lj- 
ging God, 1t 4s not 4 thi-g to be done by a good Emperour torak e away the liberty of ſpeach, 
wor for & good Biuhop ro conceale a verity contrary to his conſcience. Al that which Monarchs 
havein ebem moſt amiable , is, to loue luberty, euen inthe fongs of the ſoldiers ; but by amuch 


ſhonger re4ſon, ought they ro cheruhitin the mouths of Bishops. There hath ener been a-nota- ' 


ble ference between good and euil Princes , which cauſeth that the one deſires the liberty of 
their ſubieQs , and the other loue nothing ſo much in them arſlanery. God commandeth vs to 
le bis word to the face of Kings, andanot be ashamed 0 f inſtice, 1 doe not intrude thre gh 
mpertanity , but preſent my.ſelſe of duty, That whieh 1 doe , 1 dee ſor your good, and in conſi- 
nation of your ſ.fety. If Lderine not the effett which V pretend, yet ener wil I berger loue 
whe by your Mareſty efteemed troubleſome then vnprefirableor infaxous.Tou baue commanded 
aquiries shouid be made of thoſe who haue burnt the :Synagogue of the Tewes, to inflit 
puichment, and that the Bishop by whoſe ſolicitation this-fire hath been kindted , should be 
eulemned to reedify the waſted buildings. What baue you done ( 0 Empercur ) in: impeſirig 
ſubscommand, which by neceſity wil make of a-Bishop,eyrher apregaricatotr 07 4 Mart)r; 
aibough neither the one ,nor other bePproper for your ryme ?-1 deſire a Bishop may be found ſo 
fruent 4 20 burne Synagogue of [ewes ; and for that cauſe you haue deputed for hun 4 
Commiſſary , zo che eud, that if he obey your commands , he should betray his 0wne law;and 
i berefiſt , make you rodoe rhat which theNeroes and Domitians baue ated, Behold 
to what this aff are wil come, if you take not heed, For mJ part , [ propoſe to my ſelſe, that 
tht Bichop wil rather encline to matter of Martyrdom, then of rreafon : be wil ſay that he bath 
fired vp the. people, ſounded the alarme, taken the flaming firebrands in band , and that he 
ml expoſe himſefe for his whole flock. O happy lye,, which-shal- ſerne others for abſolution, 
ad ban for « Crowne ' But what need is there to enquire into the abſent ? Behold me preſent, 
bibold me auowing the at. 1 publish, and proteſt if needs you wit haue it ſo, | my ſelfe 
ined this Sinagogue now in queſtion, that there-might nolonger the a place where Teſus 
Chriſt should be denied. And doe not tel me, that 1 hawe norburned any inmyne owne Dic- 
aſe;Heauen hath done it for me,Heauen hath prenented the negligence, which 1 then thought 
ve reaſonable, and if men baut in it ſecondeg the wil of Heanen, would you ſend one of your 
Counts co punich the, and rebuild the Sinagogue of the Tewes at our charge, that ſo the hand 
4 Captaine, which carrieths the Standards of the Creſſe ,may not henceforth beare them, 
Milhe hach been defiled with  ſacriledgeimntended againſt the Croſſe of Chriſt, 

We bauc heertofore ſeen on the front of the Temple of 1dols, how rhey haue been built of 
Mſpoiles of Cimbrians , but we shal beerafter read ouer the portal of Sinagogues , that 
Me) Were made with the bloud of Chrifti.urs , by the commandment of a Chriſtian Emperour. 
Ti ewes paſiionately deſire-to ſee Chriſtians at the chaine , and they-sbal fitd a Chriſtian 


WPtrour minifter of their furies. Tou wil make them-triumph oner the Church of God , you 


Vieuſe them ro put our teares and afflifiions among their dayes of Feſtivals, and the 


Wwies they wil gayne' vpon vs , with thoſe they bane had from the Amortheans and 


Maneang. 
He purſued-this ſubie&t with great-vigour of ftrong reaſons and good 


Wrds, and ſeeing the Emperour made no reckoning of this aduiſe giuen 
*Mticular , he failed nor according to promiſe , to ſpeake of it in publike, - 
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My life paſſerh away mn man) cares , wherein I am engaged by obligationof my charge: = 


mbrof,epiſt. c77 
, &, 
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in a Sermon.he made of the waking-rod of Ieremy; where deſcending \ 


the hiſtory of Natban, who reproached Daxid for his finne,by confilerationg 


the benefits he had receyued from God, he made a1ong apoſtrophe tgy, 
Emperour Theodoſius, to him applying the word of God : 1 baue , 
anade thee Emperour of a priuate man, I have ſubiefied barbarous Nations to thy 
I haue affoarded thee iſſue to ſucceed in thy Empires, 1 bane giucn thee peace, | by 
| Pur thyue enemies fertered into thy hands , | baut opened land and ſeas ts; 
Legizis, I baue sheltred thee vnder the buck ler of my protetiion, 1 haue confounded the gay, 
ſels of thy aduerſaries tomak_ thy enterprizes proſperour , | haue renared thee dreadfyl , 
people, marking thee on the ſorchead with the rayes of my Maitefty, that thou mayfl reedify hy 
d12agogue of the ewes. . 

He ſpake many things in thelike termes,withſo much lightning, thunder 
and tempeſt, that Theodoſius was wholy amazed, nor could {ay any thing elsy 
bim comming trom the pulpit, but : Bishop you haue preached to me to day. San 
Maicſty (anſivererh S, Ambroſe) tis for your good, Itis true (reply eththe Empe. 
Tour ) 1did il to gine this command, And for that(ſayth $.Ambvroſe) I wil net gee tot 
Altar to offer the pledge of our ſaluation for you, til you hane revoked this Edidt. 1 fromihs 
preſent reuokeit,ſayth Theodolius, On this afurance which you giue ( anſweret 
the Biſhop ) l wil offer ſacrifice. 

As for the other conteſtation of 8. Ambroſe with Theodoſius, which was con. 
cerning the murder of the Theſſalonians, of one part the mater 1s ſo nototion 
that itneederh no declaration , but on the other it is {o important , that 
wereacrime to let it paſſe vnder {ilence, 

The Theſſalonians in a popular commotion , flew one of the Emperonr; 
Capraines, who had cauſed a coach-man to be impriſoned. The newes repor. 
red at Court incenſed al men of armes , who thinke , wearing ſwords, the 
haue right ouer the bloud of people, Theodefiw could doe no otherwiſe but 
ſhew himſelfe offended with this death:For the Emperours then thought the 
ſoldiers were as neceflary for their fortunes, as feathers for birds, As the 
thunder already rored in the cloud , andthe thunder-ſtroke of the Imperid 
Eagle menaced the miſcravle Citty,tainted withthis murder, $. Ambroſe cane 
thither very firly , who muchſweetned the affaires, and whaly diſpoled the 
Emperour to clemency. But as it is the wind which worketh al the miſchiek 
on the Sea, this clement being of it's owne nature very peaceful, ſo they ar 
il officers, who often cauſe thoſe diſturbances which happen in the liues of 
great men, their good natures very frequently affoarding them inclinations 
to ſwcetnes. Theſe Captaines which poſlefled the earcs of the Emperau, 
ceaſed not to breath and murmur ſo ſtrongly , that after the departure of 
S. ambroſe they rayſed fire and tempeſt. Theodoſius giueth freecome to thelu- 
diers for the reucge they were to exerciſe yponthe Citty of Thiſſalonica : They 
who were willing todrowne al theirpaſlion in bloud, bethought themlelucs 
ofa wicked and barbarous inuention, putting the poore people into a large 
publike place, cncloſed with rayles, comonly called the Circus, where ord: 

narily games were preſented, diuulging they had anadmirable ipeRacle to 
ſhew tor entertainementof the Burgeſles of the Citty.Curioliry ot it's nature 
3s euer credulous, & he that hath the image of pleaſure inhis head, regarceti 
the bayt,not colidering the hook, Theſe vatortunate men ranne by heapsto 
takeplaceinthe morning very early; they were entertained in the begianity 
with certaine fopperies, which they behela with much ſatisfaction ,clapp'li 
their hands ar cuery word, & crying Viuat Rex, when behold from the rayles 


Maſſacreof Thef- where tourneaments were expeRed, horſemen couered with ſtecle wereſeen 


to iſſue out, with ſword in hand, who ſer vpon this :nultitude encloſed as in 1 
pit-fa),and made a lamentable ſlaughter of theſe filly ſheep. The bloud fire 
ming amdg ſo many out-cryes & horrible images of death, was ahydeous|p# 


Racle,cuento thoſe who were out of dager As a coaleenkindled eucr ge 
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more & more, eating ont his way, it was not knowne whether any reſiſtance 
redoubled this fury,but geing our of the compaſſe of the Circus they ranne 
a|the Citty ouer, in ſuch ſort, that in the ſpace of three houres there were 
gumbred about ſeauen thouſand bodiesflayne in the market place. 

0 you Great-ones, whom God hath ſer ouer the heads of men,the higher 
tobchold the images of your owne miſery, and notro cruſh and rent them ia 
pieces ; what Ocean wil ſufticeto waſh your mouths , when to content a va- 
zity of fpirit:youlet words fal, whichcarry along with them the maſſacre of 
mortals ? The ſea is lefſe furious, athunder-clap lefle dreadful, the galof 
Dragons and poiſon which {welleth vp the neck of Aſptkes is much more 
rollerable, then an inconſiderate word proceeding from the-mouth of a great 
man, which vnlooſeth the hands to violence, and ſhuts them yp to iuſtice, 
lathree houres , behold a poore Citty deueſted of Cittizens, and peopled 
with dead bodies , become a deſert Hand encompaſſed with a-riuer of bloud: 
ſo many women calling ypon their husbands,and ſo many litle children cry- 
__ their fathers among the dead, who had voice no longer to anſwer. 
Theodoſis neuer.to himſelte propoſedthis-miſchiefe,buthis word falling into 
the bads of men of warre,fleſhed in reuenge, could.by no meanes be recalled. 
. When's. Ambroſe being in the company of other Biſhops, heard thenewes 
of this pittiful tragedy, it drew ſobbes from his harr, & teares from his eyes, 
The-Emperour tormented in his conſcience, cauſed ſecrertly:the opinion of 
thegood Biſhop to be ſounded, and-inſtantly knew that he,who in gratters of 
much lighter importace.had nor ſpared him, would handle him 1n this action 
according to his demerit, Whereupon.heimmediately by letter denounced 
kimexcommunicate, and that if he came to Milan, he could not otherwiſe 
entertaine him, buras one excummunicate : Kis.ſinne hauing reduced him to 
that ſtate, that the very ſight of Altars would be acrime, vuleſſc he reſolued 
ypon apertect pennance, | | 

Theodofius in this marter wel diſcoueved his mind was .good. Some other, 
beholding himſelfe-in condition of apower to diſturb the Church , would 
kaue reſiſted the rod with moody extrauagancies and imperious menaces,or 
admit he would hauc taken more temperate wayes., had ſought the meanes 
of difpenſation- from the ordinary rigours ot apublike pennance, for reue- 
rence due to his perſon : bur this good Emperour,knowing his malady ſtood 
inaced of a good Phiſitian, made choice of the molt ſcuerc, and neuer had 
any reſt in his ſoule til he ſaw $8. Ambroſe; much better louing to be reprehen- 
&dby him;rthen-flatrered by another. He came to Milan, and taking the ready 
wayeo the Church , the holy Biſhop cauſed:{peedily al the gates to be ſhut, 
and went out of the circuit of the ſacred place toencounter him, and atthe 
rſt meeting ſpake to him in this manner: | 
- It is not credible , oh Emperour., that you as yet know the enormity of the murder you 

commuted. As choller at that time banded you, ſo now the opinion of your greatneſſe 
and rajes of your Diademe dazzle your ejes ; yer ought jou to reflett #n the earth from 
Witce you were extradted, + to which Jou muſt returne.lt is fit you thinks ohe purple which 
Uners your body cannot defend you from putriſattion &+ wormes, The (tate wherin you then 
#d be,ought to ſerue for 4 counterpoiſe to the election of that, which at this time tranſpor- 
eth ou out of Your ſelfe, You command ouer men, who are of the like nature with your ſelſe, 
Who are deriued from rhe ſame elements, whohaue equalled you in birth, and shal alſo parallel 

Nu in & tomb.” God hath made you man, and Emperour , to vſe them as men and ſubiefs ; and 
by your commandement are worſe treated then the moſt ſauage beaſts. 

With what eyes pretend you to behold the Church of the ling God, whe is Jour ſoueraigne 
Kafer? Have you any other then thoſe, which are poiſoned with the gal of your auger? With 
What feerwil you touch theſe marbles , which are not made but ſor the-feet of the faicbful? 
Sha! ir be with them , which goe vpox flaughters > What hands wil you extend to Altars? 
Hate ou an7 ocher then jhoſe, which Jer diſtil che bloud of thoſe yn forrunate viftimes ? Dare 

Ef you 


Brave wordes of | 
S.Ambrecſcto 
Theodoſius, 


| Acdiculdiacnlatvia; 
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Jos with thoſe bands 10 take the bedy of the Serie of God ? Dare yew ta-liſt bis blow tgrhy 
,moxth, which bath dcnonnced the fentense of this maſſacre ? Retire ,nerme., adde nds cimyy, 
810m, T «ks abour your neck the youk, of penance, which is the only remedy of your exity, 
Theodoſius amazed. at this: laberty,made no other an{wer,but that Daxid haj 
beena great ſinner as wel as he; but fo fooneas he opened his. mouth, th, 
Biſhop reply ed ::Wel then, ſme you ſpeaks of Dautd, imitate bym in bis penuance,, 
you haue in ns ſiane, + 
T hereupon the Emperopr departed,and went to his Palace, tonched wih 
.an amazed griefe, where he endeauoured punctually to performe: the work 
.of pennance impoſed vpon him by the holy Prelat. He alrcady hadpaſſey 
.abour cyghr. months in this eſtate, when the feaſt of Chriſtmaſlle bein 
come, he tetche& many deep1ighs,and ſhedabundance of teares, bitterly gg, 
-ploring his condition, for which cauſe Kaffinus, who was at that tyme the 
.Chiefe tauorite of Theedofins , andafter that cut in picces.vncer the Tretgne gf 
his children,petceyuing ir, asked him the cauſe of this-vnmcaſurable forroy, 
Then Theodoſixy redoubling his ſobbes: 4b Ruffinus, you are mer) (faithhe) ag 


.ſee not where che ewl weundeth me. Haut not Lcanſe to bemoane my mibay with tiny 


dcares, ſeeing the Altars,made euen for ſlaues and beg gers, cannot endure me, and needs mu 
I be cut off, as «rotten member, from the ſociety of men and Angels ? For I am not ignoran, 
that what is bound on earth by the month of Prieſts, chal be bound in Heauen. | 
Ruffinas, who then thought himſelf as ſtrong as Heauen, ſayd , If therewny 
nothing els but that which afflicted the Emperoars mind , be would quickly affoard 4 remuh, 
Theodoſius replyeth:Tou know not Bicbop Ambroſe;bur 1 know neither thy credit ur 
induſtry can ought auaile me. Ruffinus notwithſtanding infiſted , proteſting he 
would inſtantly perſuade the Biſhop what cuer he pleaſed, He fayled notts 


find out the Biſhop, bar the Saint gaue him a very ſharp reprehenfion, aduiſing 


himrather to drefle his owne wounds then intercede for others; tor he partly 
vnderſtood,thathe had a hand inthis fatal counſel, Ruffinus notwithſtanding, 
plycd it al ke. could, and endeanoured:to.charme this man with fayre words, 
ſaying finally for concluſion he would-immediately accompany the Empe. 
rourto the Church.s. ambroſe, who wascuer very ſerious, anſwered; If be come 
thither as 4 Tyrant ,.1 wil ftret out my neck,: butif in quatity of a Chriſtian Bmperout, 1 
4am reſolucd to forbid bom entrance. Ruthnus wel faw-the Biſhop wasinftezible,and 


went in haſt ro aduiſe the 'Emperour ,nort yer on this day to hazard his ap» 


proach to the Church. He faund:him on his way,asa man diftradted, that had 
the arrow in his hart,& haftned forremiedy:: and-he ſaying he had deale with 
the Biſhop, 1tis no matter ( ſaith Theodofius ) ler bin doe wub me what be pleat 
but 1 am reſolued to reconcile my ſelfe tothe Church. | , 

S. Ambroſe .aduertiſed that Theodoſims came, went out, and expe&ted himat 
the doore of a'litle Cel,ſeparated from the body of the Church , whereord- 
natily ſalatatians were made. Then perceyuing him.enutroned with his Cap- 
raines ., Come you, oh Emperour, {{ ſaith he) co force-vs? No ( ſaith Theodofius) 1 
come in the quality of 4 moſt bumble ſeruant, and beſeech you c, that imitating 1ht 
mercy of the Maſter whom you ſerus , you would vynlooſe my fetters 5 otherwiſe nf 


life wil fajle. What penance (replyeth the holy man ) bane you done for the exit 


6304 of ſo great &ſinne? It is ( auſwereth Theodofius ) for you to appoint it , anameit 
orme if. 

Ton was the time, whento.corre& the precipitationoftheEdi& made 

2gainſt the Theſſalonians, he commanded him to ſuſpend the execution of the 

ſentence of death forthe ſpace of thirty dayes; after-which hauing brought 

him inrorhe Church, the faithful Emperour.prayed ——_— on his feet, 

nor kneeling, but proftrated al along on the panement , which-hewatered 


Pal 118, Adbefe with his teares, tearing his haire, andpitrifully pronouncing this verficleof 


p-niments anma 


Dauid : My ſomle is faſtned to the pancment, quicken me according to thy word, 


ſe: "4 When the time of Oblation was come, he modellly lifted vp himlelte, 


hauing 
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kuinghis eyes il bathed with teares, and ſowent to preſent his offering; 
then ſtayed within thoſe rayles, which ſeparated the Prieſts from the Laity, 
arencing in the ſame place to heare the reſt of Maſſe, S. Ambroſe asked him, 
who ſet him there,and whether he wanted any thing? The Emperour anſwe. 
red, He artended the holy Communion: of which theſage Prelar being ad- 
vertiſed, he ſent one of his chiefe Deacons which ſerued at the Alcar, to ler 
him vnderſtand that the Quire was the place of Prieſts, & not of the Laikes, 
that he inſtantly ſhould goe out, to ranke himſclfe in his order, adding, the 
Purple might wel make Emperours, not Prieſts, Theedeſiw obeyed, and anſwee 
red,that what he had done was not on purpoſe, but that ſuch was the cuſtome 
of the Church of Conſtantinople. Yeait is alſo remarkeable, that returning 
efterward into the Eaſt and hearing Maſſe at Conſtantinople on avery ſolemne 
feſtiual day , after he had preſented his offering, he went out of the Quire, 
whereat:the Patriarch Netariys amazed asked him, why his Maieſty retired in 
that manner? He ſighing anſwered : I in the end haue learncd to my coſt the difference 
kerween an Emperour and a Bishop. To conclude, I baue found « Maiſter of truth, and to tel 
jus myne opinion, 1 doe acknowledge amongſt Bishops , burone Ambroſe worthy of that 
tale 


Behold an incomparable authoriry , which was as the rayes of his great 
yertue and ſanity, from whence diſtilled al that force and vigour, which he 
had intreating with al men, 

[imagine1 hitherto haue expoſed the principal ations of S. amb ofeto the 
bright (plendour of the day, and ſo to haue ordered them,rhar al ſorts of con- 
ditions may-thcrein find matter-of inſtruction, It hath nor been my inten- 
tionto diſtend them by way of Annals, but hiſtorical diſcourſes, proper to 
perſuade vertue : So likewiſe haue I not been willing to charge this paper 
with other particular narratios, which may be read in Paulinus, Soxzomen, Ruffinus, 
and which hauc exactly been ſought out by Cardinal Baronis, ſuteable ro his 
purpoſe, I conclude, after I haue told you that Paulinus his ſecretary witnel(- 
ſeth, he writing by him alitle before his death,ſaw a globe of fire, which en- 
compaſſed his head, and in the end entred into his mouth, making an admira- 
dle brightneſſe refle& on his face , which held him ſo rapt, that whilſt this 
vion continued , it was impoſlible for him to write one word of thoſe 
which $, 4mbroſe dictated. 

As for the reſt, hauing attained the threeſcore and fourth yeare of his age, 
he was accounted as the Oracle of the world; for they came from the vtmoſt 
bounds of the earth to heare his wiſedome, as vnto Salomen, and after the 
Geath of Theudofius, Stilicon , who gouerned al, held the preſence of 8. Ambroſe ſo 
neceſſary,that he eſteemed al the glory of the Kemave Empire was tyedtothe 
lifeof this holy Prelat, Incffe&, when on the day of holy Saturday,after his 
Teceiuing the Communion he had ſweetly rendred vp his ſoule , as Moyſes by 
the nouth of God a huge deluge of euils ouerflowed 1t#ly , which ſeemed 
a9t ro be ſtayed but by the prayers of this Saint, Let vs (1 beleech you) 


JU Paſe over this death inthe mauner of the Scripture, which ſpeaketh but one 


word of the end of ſo many great perſonages;and let vsheuer talke of death 
naſubie&, wholy replenithed with immortality, - + , 
| Oh what alife, whar a death , to hauc borne bees in his firſt birth on his 
lppes, and at his death globes'of light in hismouth ! Wharalife, to be fra- 
Md from his tender age'as a Samuel for the Tabernacle, not knowing he was 
>figned for the Tabernacle ! What alife, to preſerue himſelte in the cor. 
Nption of the world,in a moſt vndefiledchaſtiry, as a fountaine of freſh wa- 
trinmidft of the ſea! What alife,to arriue to honour and dignitiesin flying 
em, and to hauecnnobled al his charges by the integrity of his manners! 
hatalife,not to haue taught any vertuc before he praQizedit,8 tobecome 


learned in examples, before he ſhewed himſclfe eloquent in v_ 
RE OE What 


Deathof S, Amy 
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Whar a life ; ſo fo haue goucrned a Church, that ic ſeemed a Copy of Heayey' 


and an cternal patterne of vertues ! Whar alife, to haue borne on. his ſhoy. 
ders the glory of Chriſtendome, and al the moueables of the houſe of Gay 
What alite,to haue ſo many times trampled the head of Dragos vnder.f 
and rendred himſclfe the Oracle of the world, and the DoQour of Monarchy 
And what a death,todye as in a ficld with palmes planted by his hand, many. 
red by his induſtry,and watered with his ſwears! 

Whar adeath, to haue bailt him(clfe before his death atomb ſtuffed yig 
pretious ſtones of ſo many goodly vertues 1 Whar a death , which hath mage 
it knowne that $. Ambroſe was borne for al the world , and could nat gye 
without the teares of al the warld; ſince as euery-one had his intereſts inthe 
life of this Prelat , ſo he found in his death the ſubie& of his ſorrow ! What ; 
death, todyc with theſe words in his mouth : 1 am neither a:hamed to baue lug, 
nor feare to dye, becauſe we haue 4 good Maſter | What a death to returne to Heaueg 
as the doue of the deluge to his Arke, bearing words of peace, as anoline. 
branch in his mouth! What a death, to ſee vice trodden vnder his feet, Heauen 
al in crownes ouer his head, men in admiration,the Angels in toy,the Aras 
of God laden with recompences for his merits! 

Prelats,who pleaſe your {clues with Myters and Crozyers, would toGo 
this incomparable man,as he is the ornament of your Order, might beeuer 
the model of your a&tions.And if your diguities make you be as Mountaines 
of Sinai, wholy in lights, flames, and thunder-ſtrokes, let the innocency of 
your life, render you (by his imitation) Mountaines of Libanus, to bearethe 
whiteneſſe of ſnow in the purity of your conuerſation , the odour of incenſe 
in your ſacrifices and deuotions,and fountaines in the doctrine and Charities 
you ſhal diſtribute tothe whole world. 
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2238 R AV E and conragious Nobility, 
ANY, whoſe Anceſtours aur fixed the Standarts 
Z=Y Þ of the Croſſe vpon the land of Inhidels, 
-} A avd cimcnted Monarchies with their bloud; 
ZE, to you K.is 1 addrefie theſe lines , for you 
It 1s ; wy pen Hboorah , Excited with a 
2enerous defigne it hath ro honour your profeſsion. Heer 
tis, where I preſent the true figures of valour : Heer I 
dfplay the palmes and crownes , which enuironed the head 
of your Fathers : Heer 1 doe reſtore the valew of faire 


and glorious actions , reſcrued for your imitation. Enter 


with a firme footing and a confident courage into this 
Temple of glory , perſuading your ſelues that there is 
nothing fo great in the world as to tread falſe greatneſſe 
vnder-foot , and deify vertues, Worldly honour is the feaſt 
of Gods (ſayd an Ancient) where the ambitious are not 
nuited , bur in quality of Txions and Tanraluses , to 
ferue there as buffons : but that which conliſteth in va- 
lour , ioyned to integrity of manners , oughr to be the 
| K 
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obie& of your affections , the recompence of yOur labour, 
' and rrophey of your memory. Reflect onely with 
a favourable eye' On this Poore cndeauour 
which I conſecrate to your benefir , and 


©  affoard by your vertues effe ro my 


ray@rs , and accomplishment 
ro my Writings. 


—_ 
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SECTION LI 


The excellency of warlike vertue. 


F the profeſſion of armes were as wel managed,as it 


SY P is excellent and neceſſary in ciuil lite , we could not 
G 3 hauc eyesenough to beholdit, nor tongues ſufhcitent 
\\ 4-5 to praiſe it : and althoughour ſpirit ſhould arriueto 

IG the higheſt rop of admiration,it wouldener find won- 
| \ ders in thisſubic&, nor tobe attained. 


TRY 

bY We ſeeme to heare the Scripture {peake, that God God of Hoſts, 

, 2 himſelfe affe&eth the glory of armes, whea he cau- 
"TY ſethhimſelfeto be ſurunamed the God of Hoſts, and 
whenthe Prophets repreſent him vnto vs ina fiery Chariot,al enuironed with 
burning Legions, at which time the Pillars of Heauen tremble vader his feet, 

therocks arc rent , abyſles trowne,, andalthe creatures of the vniuerſe ſhake 

viderthe inſupportable ſplecour of his Maieſty. Incffe&this great Manarch Townebeliegedby 
ofheauen an4 earth ceaſerh nor to make warrezandif we wil conlider his pro- Goo. 

ceedings, we ſhal find it is more then fifty Ages, ſince he hath laid fiegetoa 

rebellious C itty, which hath for ditches, abyſles of iniquity; for wals & rame 

pres, obſtinacy; for rowers and bulwarkes, mountaines of pride; for armes, 

reliſtance againſt diuine inſpirations; for artillery, tumult and infolency ; for 

touſes,dennes of hypocriſy; for Pallaces, labyrinths of diſſimulation; for tri= 

bunal and barre, impiety; for Temple,proper-wil; for Idol, ſelf-loue;for Cap- 

taine, blindnefſle; for ſoldiers, exorbitant paſſions ; for counſel, folly; and for 

conſtancy, peruerſe opinion. | 

This Citty ina word,is the hart of man, againſt which God daily wageth The hart of mary 

ware, to giue vs liberty by our captiuity, aduancement by our fal, greatneſle. 

by our abaſing,, and life by death , which maketh vs dye to al dead things, to 

lue for immortality ,God wouldthar we fight by his example, not onely with: 

ſpiritual armes,but ſometimes with material:and it is a thing very conlidera- - 

ble;that abraham the firſt Father of al the faithful,was a warriqur ; ſince $8. Am- Ambrof. Ofc, lib, 
mſe reckoning vp al his titles, according to the Scripture, ſheweth he was a cp 
$00d Religious man, a good luſticier,a good Captaine, a good hoſt, & a good * wn a 
butband. Yea alſo it is a paſſage much mgxe admirable to ſay , what Clemens _—_ wc. 1-997 & 
lxandrinw hath obſerued,, that the firſt Army bf the faithful whicheuer was, non avaru,45mj hoſ- 
marched, notthinking theron, vnder the figure of the Croſſe, and the name of pivalin, vxori ſeduine, 
—_ , although it were about two thouſand yeares before the birth of the: 

4, 
The fourteenth Chapter of Genefis. teacheth vs , that nine Kings cameinto 

tie field with their troops , to fight , fourc againſt fiue. Thoſe of Sedome and 
K 2 Gomorrhs 
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Gomorrha were there in perſon,., who like.effeminate Princes turned thei 


— back atthe firſt encounter, and in flying tcl into pits of ſulphure.” heir defegr 


gauclcaſuretothecnemy to pillage althe Countrey : Where poore Lt, the 
Nephew. of 4braham,was taken, hauing by miſhap, choſen his habitationing 
Territory fertile in wealth. and iniquiries, 

The newes coming to the eares of Abraham he ſpeedily armed his hoywghgj 
ſcruants , who were tothe number.of three hundred and eightcen , and wh 
{hepheards aſſaulted Kings, whom he valourouſly vanquiſhed, bringing back 
his kinſman ,and al the. booty. which his. enemies had taken. Behold the jp 
batraile renowned in Scripture, where this braue Docour of Alexandria before 
aileaiged,very wel ſubrtilizeth and ſaith,thatthenumber of Abrahams ſoldiers 
1s repreſentes by three Greek letters T, I. H, wherot the firſt ſignifieth the 
Croſle, and the-other two the name of Sauiour, God being deſirous foto cop. 
ſecrate the firſt armes of belicuers by rhe Myſteries of his greatneſle , to ge. 


Warrzours ſunnee. c1are that the warfare whichis wel managed, is hisworke & glory, Likewik 


The greatnefſe and 


excclicency of a 
brauc Captaine, 


we doe not find that the name of ſunnehath been giuen m holy Writ ro aj. 
uing man with ſo inuch luſtre and applauſe as roa ſoldier, and the beſt af {q]. 
diers: | ſpcake of Sampſon, which 1s ſomuch, as to ſay Sunne in our language; 
where it ſcemeth the Scripture leadeth vs by the hand to make vs acknoy. 
ledge that military profeſſion, which is vnder good direction, fo much excel. 
lechthe ordinary vocations of men, as doth rhe ſunne the ſtarres, For letrerg, 
yea eloquence & arts, which are {cr out with ſo much luſtre in the eſtimation 
of men, are couered vnderthe wings of military verrue, as very wel the Remg 
Oratour hath acknowledged. We doe notread that euer the ſunne ſtood ſti 
to heare the graccful words of an eloquent tongue, nor to behold the Thez 
ters and Amphitheaters of the Romans, nor the Olympike games of Grecians , nor 
al the other-obiecs of admiration, which are in the induſtry of men : Bute 
doe wel know from the Oracle of truth, thatthis great ſtarre, admired by 4 
the world, immouably ſtayed, as charmed by the voice of aſoldier, the ill 
ſtrious 1oſue, at that time, when he ated ſo many braue fears of armes; as if it 
would admire his proweſle and enlighten his conqueſts. 

And what is there alſo more admirable inthe world, then toſeea man, co- 
uered with ſteele, who curuetteth on a generous horſe, and haſtneth , his head 
bowed,to throw himſelfe through the batrallions, al briſtled with lances and 
ſwords, through ſo many musker-ſhots, ſo many haile-ſhowers of iron, &o 
many dreadful images-of death , which heas freely defieth, as it he were im- 
morral,& as-lirle ſpareth life, as if he had a hundredro looſe?Whar a ſpeRacle 


/ tobchold him in a furious conflict . like a thunder-bolr in the cloud , which 


Aoweth more glory then bloud,! Ogy 


forceth h:s priſon, and breakes al reſiſtance, flying vpon wings of fire, andthe 
whirling roare of thunder,to ſhake the height of rocks?Whar an affrigh:ment 
to ſec himin another poſture {calinga wal , al beſet witharmes and terrours, 
and haſtninginto danger with the ſame pace and viſage , as another to ateali 
What ſuppoit and what conſolation for poore people (whom iniultice & ho- 
ſility would butcher , as ſheep ordained to ſlaughter) to perceiue a braut 
Captaine, with a flying {quadron,difſeucring the maljgnity of thoſe forces, 
conſpired to the ruine of innocents , and by the ſplendour of his armes chat- 


ging al the ſtormes into calmes? 


O what a beauty is-it to receiue wounds in thoſe combats , from whence 
hat greatnes to reap palmes in midftol 


ſo many thornes ! O whart a felicity to behold his batrailes attended by fo 


' many laurels, congratulations, and applauſes of the people, preſerued by this 


military vertuc! How can al bein this profeſſion but glorious, ſeeing deathit- 

ſclte,the terrible of terribles, ſheweth a face al ſmilingtothoſle , who are bt- 

ried-intheir valour, as in the true romb of honour? 

tvſcemeth holy Hiſtories doe likewiſe deſcribe theſe great Captaines = 
| 0 
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{ome delight, when they make them march inthe warre. Sothey tel ys (2) of a The delight of hi- 
Indas Machabeus , who hauing put on his armes appeared like a Gant, & that ſtory to praiſe 
he in the bartel was ſeen likea roaring Lyon,ſeeking out his prey, So they de. Captaines. 
ſcribe inthe ſecond of Kings (b) the proweſle of Daxia, and other valiant men, —_—_ 
who flouriſhed inthis tyme with molt particular Elogies So they depaint whe in operibus 
vnto vs ina very admirable manner the ſtrength and ſtratagems of Gedeon ſuis, & ficmt catuls 
againſt the Madianites, leonss rugientis 18 Ve 

Valour is matter of aſtoniſhment, which tranſportethal men both great & **: 

: "2 "gy : G (a) 1. Mach, 13, 

ſmal, witty and dul , to honour it's qualities. Ariſtorle, the politeſt indgement- (b) 2, Reg, 23. 
which hath been in former Ages , ſo wuch wondreth at this warlike force; 
though farre diſtant from his profeſſio,that he compoſed an excellent Hymne 
inprayſe of it, which is yet tobe found in Diogenes Laertius : Where he calleth 
ita yertue moſt paineful for mortals, but the faireſt ornament of Ciuil life: A 
vertue, which hath ſuch attractiue beauty,that the moſt generous harts ſceke 
fordeath with {trite to entoy the Juſtre ot it's glory, If then this valour haue 
ſuch attraction, conſidered onely within the limits of nature, how wil it be if 
once aduanced by the aſſiſtance of grace and vertues, which take al thar is 
harſh from it. ro make it ſhine with rayes 6f a true and happy maicſty?Is there 
anything more louely inthe whole world , then to ſee a valorous ſoldier ſur- 
piſked with qualities of piety, prudence, iuſtice, liberality,goodnes, honeſty, 
and with al other graces, whicharc ina ſweet diſpoſition, as [{tarres ſo;vne in 
the azure of celeſtial globes? 

OhNobiliry,if you knew your owne cxcellency,and could conforme your 
lifero your dignity , what luſtre and ſupport would you atfoard to Chriſten- 
dome ? It was the faith of a foldicr , and of a ſoldier iffucd from Paganiſme, 
whichthe mouth of the liutng God hath exalted aboue al the piety of the 1/ 
wetes, whe he ſo highly commended the Centurion of the Ghoſpel, tor acknow- 
ledging the Sauiour had as much power ouer maladies and things inſenfible, 
$anabſolute Captaine ouer his ſoldiers, It was a ſoldier, whom $.Peter by the 
revelarion of the Angel did firſt of al conſerate to faith, as the firſt fruits of 
Gentiliſme, They are warriours which ſo often repleniſh our Martyrologes 
with:their names , our memories with their veneration, and mouths with 
prayers offered vp tothem. Theſe harts haue ar al times been capableto re- 
ciue ſeeds of moſt noble vertues, and now adayes they are ſuffered toputrify 
nnegle&,ordure, and brutiſhnes. Oh Nobility,decciue not your (clues in the 
xknowledgement of the badges of your proteſſion, nor flatter your ſelues 
vader a falſe maske of valour. [ wil heer repreſent to you the Palace of mili= 
tay vertue, & ſhew the way you muſt walke in, toariue thither, not ſuffering 
jour ſelues to be ſeduced by chimerical fantaſies & illuſions of greatnes,only 
dig-ſwolne with ſmoak, and which when they haue promiſed to make moun- 
nes, produce nothing but rats and vermine. | 


SECTION 
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'$SACTEON 1 db 


The entrance into the Palace of 'valour., & the illuſcons of | 
Salmoneans and Rodomonts, ty 
; to! 


HE ingenious Delben , who hath compoſed al Arifuly 2nd 
CE_—ea* moral Philoſophy in excellent Tables , -figureth vny M fan 


bo — 
—x -—= =_ 


Ji vs attheentry into the Palace of -valour, an enraged W res 
oe Miſtrcſſc, called Audaciouſnes, whichſeduceth an infnr Ml cor 
Em wr number of Salmoneans Or Rodemonts,vnder colourof ye. Ml lea 
ME tue, Itis true, ſhe-is dumb in this piece of painting MW ur 
SS! but Ireſolue to ſhew her ful ot life in this Treatifeay! Ml xcc 
SAR! diſcouerto you theſly praiſes and damnablemai. MW tho 
5 ——SaaK9 mes, which ſhe makes vic of to deceiue the ſpirirgef MW neu 
this Age;tothe end that the knowledge of the euil may with more facility W nor 
Furniſh vs for application of remecies. 

<.T6dorusde con= Suffer me heer, o Reader , to imitate the great S. 1ſidore , who the morens. Þ phe 
ſic vitiorum& tiuely to repreſent the horrour of vices , makes them diſpute againſt vertues, W nor 
vir.utum, putting intotheir mouths al their lewd maximes, Aﬀoard me the liberty,tha I the 
I may manifeſt the diſorders , which are at this day in the corrupt Nobility, W .orts 

by the mouth of a'Kabſaces , the wicked ſoldier, who vndertaketh to giuepre- MW muc 

cepts to youth,;and diate molt pernicious counſels, which ſhal afterward te W now 

retuted by the Chriſtian ſoldier, the 


{ * ah 


Note and behold the damnable precepts of Rabſaces , the ſalt ,1, 


ſoldier , which containe a true Satyre of the manners of the 4 wate 
«f* me 

praued Nobility, > 
| lome 

tolee 


MAGINE to your ſclfe , that this dangerous Maifter goes beforethe Over i 
] Nobility , which ſeeketh after the glory of Armes , and thar he taketi 
@ by the hand a yong man, whom he ſees apt for his impreſſions , ani 
ſheweth him , inſtead of the true manſion of fortitude , a Palace al 
wind , built vpon quick-ſiluer , where palmes and laurels grow like tie 
fruits of Sodome , which fly into aſhes when we thinke to touch the. 
- Therupon he-thus diſcourſeth with him , wherin you ſhal too wel kno# 
the manners and inclinations predominant in the petty Salmoneans of thi oft 
Ape: . | | HL 
2 Syr , behold you are in the Palace of yalour , and 1 am he whom yo true 
ſearch for , I purpoſely preſent my ſelfe before you, to recejue you willf gunſt 
open armes , and dictate precepts from my lips, which ſhal make you" who b 
equal the glory of Ceſars and Alexanders, ind ar 


1 affirme the tyme hath been whe braue ſoldiers tooke the ſiword = Y licld of 


pinne: 
others 
beleet 
if tho 
not d 


-— "oh 
4 
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Altar,to employ it for the honour of Altars,& liued inthe exerciſe of Armes, 

25in the Temple-of the God of Hoſts: but theſe kind of actions are more 

ou found in ancient hiſtories, then-inthe manners of mentharliue at this pre= 


ent. If thou wilt be a ſoldier of the tyme , I wiſh thee to become a petty cy- Fil diſorder of 


dy , and know very litle what God or Religion is, bur to-{weare by:the-one 
audprophane the other;1 ſhould feare leaſt this deuotion may not ſoften thy 
courage, which is eſteemed at this day not to be of temper good enough, if 
ithaue not much impiery. Thy-oaths.ſhal be thy Sacraments ; thy myſteries, 
of thecabale of the wicked; the table, tny Altar; the dishes,thy Sacrifices; and 
thou $halt account thy ſword, as aDeity , which thou shalt beare hanging ar 
thy girdle , wichour turther ſearch. }f needs thou muſt for ceremony goe 
to Church,paſle along as if thou wentſt to a dancing, free from apprehenſion 
ofthe diuine Maicſty,for that may makethee melancholy:and whenthou are 
| there, without any diſtin&tion of prophaneor ſacred,diſpoſe thyſeltetolaugh 
rifels WM and geere vpon al occaſions which are preſented : for indeed we mult plea- 
1 vnto MW fantly paſſe away this litle i] time, Thou $halt ſet thy ſelfe into divers poſtu- 
aged MW res, which shal ſauour much of a iugler , to keep the decorum of men of thy 
infnt MW condition, and if there be nothing to be talked on nor-teſt to 'be broken, af 
of ver. MW leaſt thou Shalr rurne thy head on euery ſide,and-make thy-eyes and thoughts 
inting, W hunt after obiec&ts which may pleaſe the ſenſe. I wel know, that al this (raken 
lead WM according to the model of ancient piety ) is held for agreat facriledge-: Bur 
*max- MW - thou art very capable of it;and if thy countenancedeceiue-me not,thou wilt 
ritsof {MW never be one of thoſe ſcrupulous ones, who thinke the Churches are made fur 
aciliy W nothing bur prayer. 


Great implety. 


Life brutish and 


Thou shalrt learne in good time to lye,ſweare, forſweare, flander, and blaſ: 2. Diſorder,ths 


oren+ © pheme:for itis very ordinary Rhetorike inthe mouth ot our Salmoneans, Goc 
ertues, MW or about to ſearch-into old Hiſtories,as Charles the V III,who hewed through 
y,chit WW the Alpes, conquered the Kingdome of Naples, and made Corſtantinoplewith it's 
bility, MW Ottomans to tremble-with-the onely shaddow-ot his-name,, yet durſt not fo 
uepre- W muchas ſweare by-his faith, We are no longer in ſuch kind of times ; men 
ard be © now are fo accuſtomed to lye, that needs muſt oaths mount by degrees vp to 
the clouds,to afſure-atruth , although with extreme ſwearing it 1s-taken for 

alye, And-were there no other reaſon of ſwearing but to make an able-man, 
fincethou canſt nor be valiant with thy arme, cut through conkdently with 


thy tongue. 
fl Let .brags and Rodomontadoes nener dry in! thy 'mouth , no more then 


2 ongue of blaſphe- 


1ny and calumny. 


he de water in bugeriuers, 1f thou wilt hauc one of the :greateſt vertues of the z.Diforder. 


ymes,thou muſt be froward and peeuish,and ſpeake of nothing bur duels,of The abomination 


hallenges,and aflignements of the place ; and as ſoone as thou Shale heare ducts, 


lome ſpeach of any man of valour , thou muſt ſay thou much delſireſt one day 
, £-tofce him with ſword in hand, and that thou haſt heertofore ſeen others, 
orethe = Over whom thou hadſt great aduantage., Sweare in goodearneſt, that ſuch a 
raketn Þ One hath done thee wrong : but that thou wilt euict reparation from him ſea- 
; , ad Kd ith his bloud : diſpute, ſwagger, tel tales, make quarrels ariſe about a 
-e of] planes point, preſſe to be a ſecond to this man and that man,but euer engage 
ike the] hers , & as nimbly as thou canſt draw thy pin back againe from the game; 
© &*lecue me;the whole1myſtery conſiſteth onely inſetting a good face on't. 
| knoo if thou-.canſt-counterfeyt wounds, as Heretikes falſe miracles, thou ſhalt 
6} fot doe -much amifſe, For al valour now adayes bendeth that way, 
| It ſufficeth , it be ſayd, thou arta man to kil, or be killed brauely, It 
8-true , that anciently ſome duels were permitted intime of warre, enemy 
aainſt enemy, & executed inthe view & preſence of Captaines of both parts, 
who beheld them with much ſolemnity, So the braue Chyuaticr Bayard, the eye 
ind arme of French warfare, ſlew Alphonſus de Soto-major a Spanyard, in the 
oth ficld of batraile, before the eyes of both armies , who beheld this a” 
1S 


4. Difcorder 
Tyrany 11 watre, 


5. Diforder, 


Impurity moſt 


difſolute, 


E. Diſorder. 
Perpetual wic- 
ked actle, 
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This madethe ſoldier very confident ro enter into liſts with military lay 
inpreſgnce of his Capraine againſt an aduerſary of another Nation. Where 
thal we now a&ayesfind the like valour2 Of ueceſſity night , priuate plagey 
and vgly corners muſt be ſought our, to fight aduel : yea I leaue thee too, 
ſider what agoodly ſpectacle it would be, if one from a Theater might by, 
hold the countenance of theſe Rodemonts , moſt violent in words ; you shoulg 
ſce them tremble, wax pale, quake, be amazed, troubled, and in the endhe 
Mayne, like wretched ſwine;burt this is not honeſt , we therfore mult find oy 
ſome ſcartc to couer the cowardile of theſe clandeſtine combats. 

The more a manis ignoble , cowardous , or vahappy , ſo much the more 
ought he (ceke out ſuch kind of duels : I ſay ignoble, though 1 am nor igng. 
rant it hath heerrofore bcenthe trade of flaues; but opinion hath made je 
now a way for Gentlemen. Behold why thoſe, who tind themſclues to begf 
baſe extra&tion, doe the more feruently ſeeke out ſuch occaſions, as ift 
ſhould therby blot out their ignominy, I ſay cowardous, for it is to become 
confident ina baſe buſineſſe, where lackies and butchers may be Maſters, 
I ſay vahappy, for-it is the meanes to conſumate his miſery without haui 


-many witnefles : needs muſt the deſperate find ſoine gate toeſcape trom lite 
.as would enraged.beaſts from aliſt by leaping ouer the railes. In theend 


when thouſhalt dye in this combar, thou haſt nothing to looſe, but a wicked 
ſoule. And thoughthouart moſt wretchedly ſlayne, our Salmoneans wil ſay, 
thoudyedſt in the bed of honour, & that ſuthceth-to be valiant tothe world, 

When thou art in the warre, thou ſhalt be a kind of Barbarian, in ſuch ſon, 
that the Peaſants ſhal take thee to be more then an army of Hunnes Or Tartay, 
If thou haſt any command, thou ſhalt march al puffed vp with vaine-glory, 
and make thy ſelfe knowne by the diſaſters of the poore. It thou be called 
onto put thy hand to thy purſe, thou ſhalt pay thy hoſteſſe with threats, and 
thy ſoldiers with:impunity of -crimes, Thou ſhalt endeauour to lengthen 
outthe warre as long as thou canſt, and if thou couldeſt kil peace it-ſelfe,it 
Should ſuffer, transfixed through the body with thy ſword,as the greateſt 
enemy of worthy actions. Thou Shalt not hazard thy ſelfe.to goe much 
among musket-shots, vnleſſe thoſe muskets be charged with, powder of 


Cypreſle, as an Authour of this time hath told ys, where piſtglets wereshat 


inſtead of bullets. oy ? ? 

Trouble not thy ſelfe ro number vp thy wounds ; thou ſhalt euer mote 
eaſily reckou them then thy crimes As for that which concerneth the viced 
impurity, Lordeine no more limitstothy luſt, then health to thy reaſo, Heets 
tofore men affected to become better, and a yong Cauallier , who made 
loueto a Lady by the lawful wayes of an honeſt marriage, Shewed himſelk 
vertuous to be beloued, ſuch correſpondence was there then between loue& 
vertue : men alwayes eadeauoured to lodge their affections ina good place, 
to become honeſt by the imitationof their loues, which is the molt pleal 
way that may be found to innocency. Alwas treated with ſo much honour, 
that the leaſt ſpot of blame was apprehended much more thendeath : at this 
day matters goe not ſo, If thou wilc follow the courſe of rimes, and the pro- 
cecdings of Salmoneans , thy pleaſures Shal be without order, as thy concupil 
cence without meaſure: Thou shalt makea trophey of dishonour, nor shalt 
thou haue other ſcope inthy loue, then vice; nor other meanes, bur thoſe 
whichthy brutishnes shal prouide thee. Thou shalt make no difference bt 
tweenthe bed of niarried , that of virgins, and women proſtitute ; and when 
thou haſt ſeduced an vnhappy maid,thou $halt vant it,as if thou-hadlt gained 
2 Citty. 

For this purpoſe it is fit thou entertaineſt brauery,thy belly,and game, for 
theſe wil be the furies moſt familiar to thy humour : thou shalt rake the 
moſt coſtly ſtuffes out of the shops of Marchats,to cover thy tech with gal 

a 


} 
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1nd ſcarlet, and thou ſhalt hold al the beſt Artiſans in breath to ſerne thee, Fe 
When thou mult pay thy debts, thou ſhaltreuenge benefits by force of iniu- * = 
laces Þl ries, and cloſe vp thy infidelity with al ſorts of ingratitude, If thou haſt 
con. Þ fbiects , thou ſhalt vſethem like flaues, and gouerne chem with al rigour, 
t be. Ml excrcifing violence on their bodies, andrapine on their goods : onelhal , n;.qer. Bare 
ould Ml feed thy dogs, the other thy horſes,the other thy ſeruants, which ordinarily barouſnesin go- 
ndbe ll zre petty Trtartans, whoſe 1nſolccy foſtered by the Maſters & Lords, doth al uernment of thoſe 
dow Ml yhich-may beexpeced from aſeruile ſoule,thar hath authority in it's hands; vader you. 
yea thou ſhalt endeauour to make good men belicue , that what thou haſt 

more Ml ;one is for their preſeruation; as was ſayd ro the poore ſhepheard, from ' 
1000. MM yhom the ſacrificers of Hercules had more ſheepthen would haue ſerued an 
de it © xmy of wolues, Thy table, notwithſtanding the reares and neceſlities of the 
beof FH publike, ſhal cuer be abouncant in delicacies, and for thy recreataion thou 
they Ml altplay thy gold with a ful hand, although it be the bloud of ſo many men, 
come Ml towhom thou art beholden, Thon ſhalt be the chicken of the white hen,and 
ſters, MW needs muſt the riches of the wealthy, the induſtry of tradſmen, the vertues 
wing MW of innocent, cuen hunger ir-ſelfe,and-the miſcries of the molt wretched, be 
| Wl cributaries ro thy riots, ; bo 3. Diforder. Per» 
end, MW 1wiſh, that exteriourly thou appeare with an open viſage,a ſmiling.coun- gdiouſnes. 
cked Wl tenance., a very honeſt department ; but be thou inwardly tul of caureries, 
| (ay, MW ad be thy hart alwayes repleniſhed with more ſtaines,then the moſt ſpotred 
kinne of a Panther, Thou ſhalt ſel:thy ſoule to ambition, and to aduance thy:Abominable man- 
ſort, ME fortune, (halt neirher hearken to God, Angel, conſcience, nor vertue:Thou **** 
rtars, ME flalt haue no regard to the perſon either of tather, mother, brother, or ſiſter, 
lory, MW butthe meaſure of al thy amities ſhal be thy owne intereſts, Thou muſt not 
aled If thigke any thing vniuſt , when it ſhal be for thy owne accommodation , nor 
, and WW be chou ſcrupulous in matter of conſcience ; of what fide ſocuer profit 
then WW accrew, ir hath cuer a good fanour. Thou ſhalt, to ſuir with the tyme, beare 
fe,it MW zmind more black then the abyſſe , and to ruine an innocent , ſhalt not ſpare 
att WW fach treacheries and treaſons as haue heertofore been accounted moſt hor- 
nuch I cible : but the cuſtome of the Age , which is ſo naturalized in vice, cauſethy 
r of MW thatwe now grow familiar with monſteres. Thou ſhalt raiſe gaine out of al, 
Shot WU ifthou canſt ; and ler there not be avice, that yealds thee nottribure, Thy 

© Words ſhal be ful of cunning, thy cunning of promiſes, and thy promifles 
mote Wofwind, Finally thou ſhalt line in Chriſtianity , as a lenſary at the Porta of 
ceof' MthegreatTurke; and forrecompence, when thou ſhalr end thy dayes, which 
Heers WY cannor laſt very long, thou ſhalt dire&ly goe to the Paradiſe C, Mabomer, with 
made I thoſe great lights, Surdanapalus, Epicurus, Baidzet, and Selymus, 
nſelle © Behold the infamous and pernicious diſcourſe, which this wicked Maiſtesp 
ue & WW beld with this yong man : wherein you may obſcrue a true Satyre of the 
lace, W lies. of many , who entitle themſclues Noble, although their manners are 
aling Mlarreworſe , then theſe my words, and that the imagination of a writer can= 
nour, Wit ſo much feigne, but they in their prophane actions wil exprefle much 
t this Waore, Ler vs now behold the Palace of true valour , and take anantidote 
© pr0- Fizainſt the poiſons of the times. 


SECTION: 


Refurtation of the 


rt. diſorder, 


Piety the firſt yer- 
t vc of a ſuldicr, 
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SECTION. 1IL 


The Temple of Valour , and ſage Precepts , giuen by the Chriflia 
Soldter, to refute the manners of the tymes. 
end firſt that piety helpeth valour, © 


= HE Soldier purſuing his way , entreth into the 
—— Temple of Valour, where according to the exce|. 

lent conceyts of the painter before mentioned, he 
beholdeth on the frontipice of the Palace a goody 
tower of Chryſtal , adorned with lights , as the 
A| Globe of glaſle, in which the Perſians heertoforebar 
9 the image of the ſunne: orelſe by the imitationgf 
J| that huge pharos of Alexandria, which enlightne 

= = thc ſcaon al ſides, to guide veſſels to a ſafe hauen, 
This was expreſly ſet downe to ſignify the great and diuine lights of wil. 


rage of the pupils of this vertue. The Hals were al hanged with proweſt 
and victories : and inſtead of columnes it had great Statues of the mol 
valourous men of the world , who flouriſhed in the reuolution of ſo mary 
Ages. Valourbare ſway within it, fitting, not on gilli-flowers, or roſes, 
but encompaſſed with thornes ani ſufferings, euer armed, and ſtil with 
ſword in hand, with which it cut off an infinit number of monſters,andcha 
ſed away al Salmoncans from it's houſe. 

in this Palace was the braue Eleazar, who as ſoone as he from farrepet. 
ceiued this yong ſoldier, he cauſed him to draw neer, and ſpake to himin 


- thele termes: 


Sonne I doubt not but you found at the entrance into my lodging awickel 
Sorcerer, who hath by the eare empoiſoned you: It is neceſſary you clanſelt 
to make your {elfe capable of the ſingular precepts of valour and wiſcome, 
which 1 am now preſently to affoard you, ſeeing youtor this cauſe are come 
hither into my Palace. It hath been told you, that to be a goo! ſoldier, yo! 
muit become a litle Cyclope, without any fecling of God or Religion : fords 
uotion were but to weaken your warlike humours.Thoſe who haue ſay thi 
vnto you, haue told nothing new.lt is an old ſong, which they haue crawnoit 
of Machiauel,who thinking to make a Prince, have made a wild beaſt, and yet 


would perſwade vs it was a man; butthoſe thar belicue it are ſuch orfys} 


bearetheir eyes on their heels, Let vs notſerue our {clues with this Phylo- 
ſophy of fleſh , which maketh valour and deuotion , as two things incompt 
tible.Verily I goc not about torequire of you an affe&ted,enforced,and cer6 


monious piety, that is out of the limits of your profeſſion, I would haueyay 


a ſoldier,and not a Monke : but | aſſure youthe prime vertue of art military, 
1s,to haue good thoughts & pure beliefs touching the Diuinity , then to pt 
Riſe ſutableneſſe thereto by offices and exteriour aQions of piety. 


When I ſpeakethis, I am ſo ſtrong in reaſons,that I dare take our enemies 
themſelues 
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themſclaes for Tudges. Behold the ſubtile Mabiauel,wvho vpontheDecads of 


Reaſons which 
Shew that true 


Tus Linius , ſheweth Religion is an admirable inſtrument of.al great ations, picty is the 


2nd thar the Romgys made vſe thereof to eſtabliſh their citty , purſue their ſoule cf mili= 
excerpriſes, and pacify tumulrs & ſeditions, which roſe 19 the reuolution of tz 


fate, Becauſe it was (ſayd he) more conſcience to offend God then men, be- 
eving his power ſurpaſſed al humane things. $0 we ſce, that al thoſe who 
would forme,cheriſh, .or aduance a ſtate, althoughthey had no true Religion 
intheir ſoules, haue taken pretexts,as Lycurgus, Numa, Sertorius,1ſmael the Perſian, 
x Mabomer.l demandof you therupon ( my ſoldier) it by the teſtimony of this 
nan who hath made himſclfe our aduerſary, talſe belicts haue had fo much 
power ypon-minds, that they haue rendred the more docivle to vertue, more 
obedient to Soueraignty , more aduenterous to vndertake things difliculr, 
more patient to tollerate matters diſpleaſing, more couragious to ſurmount 
thoſe which make.oppoſition, if, Lſay, the ſole imaginationetf a falſe Diui- 
nity, accounted £0 puniſh mHdeeds and recompence valour with a temporal 
alary, was powerful enough to make Legions fly, al coucred with iron, 
through ſo many perils,mult we not ſay by the coteſſion ot.our very enemy, 
thata true Religion, as ours is, which promiſeth ſo many rewards tovertue, 
ardpuniſhmenrs for crime, not for a tyme, bur for al eternity, if it be once 
xelengrauen in harts,ſhal produce ſo many worthy efte&s beyondthoſe of 
other Sets, as truth is aboue lying, reality aboue nothing , aud the ſunne 
aboue the ſhadows? F129 

From whence thinke you doe ſo many negle&s grow , but from coldneſſe 

nReligion? For how can a ſoldier but be valiant, when he is confidently 
perſuaded it is.the wil of the lining God that he obey his Prince, as if he be. 
heldaDiuinity vpon.earth; and thatburying himſelf inthe duty of this obe- 
dience, being wel puaifyed from his fignes , he takes a moſt afſured way to 
beatitude ? How can he be but the more .couragious, hauing received abſolu. 
tionof his ſinnes, by the vertue of the Sacrament, fince by the Confeſſion of 
4 Sages, there is nothing ſo perplexed;timerous, ſo inconſtant,as a conſciece 
troubled with the image of it's owne crimes? How ſhould it ſpare a tranſi- 
tory lyfe, hauing a firme belicfe of immortality, fince the wiſeſt haue iudged,; 
that the valour of ancient Gaules, which was admired by the Romans, procee- 
dedtrom no other ſource, but from a ſtrong perſuaſion which the Draides had 
gventhem , touching the immortality of our ſoules? How could he be bur 
roſt confident, if he ſtedfaſtly beheld the eye of rhe diuine prouidence of 
God, perpetually vigilant for his proteQtion! How could he be, but moſt fer- 
vent,if he did bur figure the Sauiour of the world at the gates of heauen, with 
his hands ful of rewards? See yau not that al reaſons combat for vs,as wel as 
experience? 

I wil notflatter Chriftians vnder pretext that T.cal my ſelfe the Chriſtian 
Knight, nor ought I to betray my cauſe vnder the ſhadow. of modeRy : Let al 
the ancient and moderne hiſtories be read, let military acts be examined, ayd 
Curages poized in a iuſt ballance,1.chalenge the ableſtChronicler to preſent 
many valour .out of Greek, or Reman hiſtory , where the molt admirable 
ſoweſſes are to be (een, that I doe norſhew them perpetually paralclled, yea 


ry Ycrtue. 
Cap.tz.& 11 


lupaſſed by the courage of Chriſtians, When 1 read thoſe hiſtories of clder The Attes of 


mes, I behold Grectans that triumphed , for hauing vanquiſhed Xerxes; who 
tolay the truth, was aſtag leading an army ofſhcep:never was any thing ſeen 
operplexed. And although there had been no oppoſition, yet was this great 
y compoſed of a laſy ftupifyed army, onely ſtrong to ruine ir-ſelte. | ſee 
Wyong Alexander, who to ſpeake truth, was of an excellentnature , thoughthe 
molt judicious obſerve great errour in his carriage, he oft tymes being raſh, 
and many tymes inſolcnt; but jt was wel tor him he had to Coe with ſuch 
grollc Nauices, whoſe eyes were dazlesd with the imple glin.nier of a Lords 
- tor 


- gans, 


— 
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for had he came to encounter the armes of Eurepe,his Laurels donbtles woul 
hane been ſecn to wax hoary inthe Northern ſnowes, 1 ſee the Remane Coſy, 
who innade, or thoſe which are already effeminated þy thgr proper vice. 
ſuch as are wanderers,and diſunired,not to haue an aſſured ſtate to reſiſt thep 
enemics, My eares are perpetually filled with the as of Cynogrue, whohy 
wing both his hands cur off , bir tne armes and ſhips of his enemies with hjg 
teeth; uf one Orryades, who wrote his victory with his owne bloud; of gy 
Sergizs, who tought toure times avitht he Jett hand, which Play obſeructh jp 
his 'hiſtory as a prodigy ; of the one-cyed Horatius , who detended a brig 

againſt he army of his eaemyes; of a maid named Cleltz, who paſſed gue 
Tyber on horſe backe; of one Siinnius, that had been in fix{core combats, yi 


* bare away thirty fix ſpoiles of his enemies ,-with fine and fourty wounds x 


onncrsryimes, I wilnor exrenuate their prowefle, nor rake away from then 
tie honuur rhey deferued, for to ſay there was no valour nor vigour inthe 
ancient courages, were to proceed againſt common opinion. But we ny 
adaycsſce many 4riftu7(buses in the world, who haue ſpirits fo retrograde,thy 
when we ſpeake of brute beaſts,chey highly glorify them aboue men, az if 
they were ofthcerace of Vlyſſes his ſoldiers, whoas tables tel vs were turne] 


ints hogs : ſo when we come to compare the valour of Chriftians withthy | 


of infidels, they find nothing, which on our part may giue them content, ſg 
much haue they eyrher of malice, or ſtupidity, 

Let me dye, if inthe (olelife of Captaine Bayard,warlike achiuementsmz 
not be obſerued,, which in mannage and valour ſurpaſſe thoſe of Alexa 
2nd Pompeys: and hethat would number al the Heroike ations whichhin 
beenpertormed in our warres, ſometymes by filly ſoldiers , ſomerimesa 
by Clriftian women, mightas. foone reckoa the ſtarres in the firmamen, 
Andhadinow vndertaken to make afimple enumeration of great Capty. 
nes, which haue flourifhed in Chrittendome , ic would weary pens,fil bodks, 
and confound readers. EGS 

| would willinghy know whether Conſtantine, going out of an Oratoy 
where he prayed with the Biſhops, before he bad ſo many bartailes, wasleſ 
yaliant againft Maxcarius , Maxinianus, and Licinius ? If Theedoſius 1n recoramer. 
ding himfelſe fo particulerly tothe prayers of Mokes, haue the lefle donehi 
Ceuoir againft Maximus and Eugenius? Whether Heraciius were the more remiſe 
for carrying the Image of our Bleſſed Lady in his hancs, when he ſubdue 
Coſroes King of Perſia in three pitched battailes 2 Whether Clodouaw didthe 
lctſe good, when he cauſed his ſtandarts to march vnder the condu of the 
prayers of $, Martin? Whether Charles Martel were weakned in his deuotions, 
when. at the oncly batraile of Towers he cut in peeces three hundred three. 
fcore and fifteen thouſand Saracens, with the moſt hydeous ſlaughter thatevet 
was (een? Whether Charlemaine/in being ſo firmely tyed to Alrars, felt his 
arme tofaile againſt the Lombards,Sax0ns, and Moores ? Wherher theſword of 
Goifrey of Bouillon, after ſo many ations of piery were the lefle keen, whenit 
cleft the Barbarians ata blow,from the crowne of the head cothe girle-{tead, 
and gliſtered inazate al-concred with rayesof Palmes and Laurels?Wherhet 


Bell/arius in being a good Catholike, did the leſſe chargethe Gerbes? Andie. &F3 
ther-Siwen Momfort in taking his ſword from the Altar,were the leiſe dread Nv 


tothe 4lbigean Heretikes? 


Affurely there is nothing ſo ſtrong, nothing ſo inuincible, nortriu# 


phant, as a valour which marcheth ynder the lawes of Chriſtian Religton 
The Turkiſh Nation , which ſcemeth to be borne to brandiſh the ſword, and 
to haue ample tranſcendency 1n matters of armes, fearethnor ſo much ti 


Perſian and Tertarien ſtandarts, as the baners of Chriſtians, And Berwwil Ni 


an epiſtle dedicatory of his Annals, which the wrote to the great Hem) 


11, of famous memory , obſerueth, that they holdir as a fatal Proper 
am 
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wongthem ; that their Empire hal neuer be deſtroyed , vnleſſe it be by the. 
wands of Frenchmen. it rhey, baue- obteined viRories: againſt Chriſtians in ſo. 
©e,of many Warres , ic hath eyes beenour diuifions that haue diſarmed-vs,, our ama 
their © 1--20ns chat haue deuoured vs, our Apoſtata-brothers who haue betrayed 
bitzons enact , P aye 
O ha gur Infidels who haue acquainted them with our inuentios,our induſtries, 
bis i fe ual quarrels which haue waſted Finnes th 
- and armes , our mutual quarrels which haue waſted vs , our finnes that haue 
Oe iN chatted vs, the hand of powerful God-which hathexcited the Saracens to pu- 
h YI rify vnder ſome colour ot temperice & iuſtice,rhoſe lands which ours had de- 
"ge fled by ſo many ordures and ſacriledges , for otherwiſe there could not be 
Oler any force inthe world able toteſfiſt ChriſtianPrinces, were they wel vnited. 
+l WY We know irby the ſucceſle of the battaile of Lepants-, and the proweſle of * 
ds 2t gunge Caſtrioth , called Scandeberg , who witha flying campe defeated ſeauen 
them Generals of the Turkiſh army , in ſeauen grear batrailes , wherinheſlewtwo 
theſe thouſand men with his owne hand , andin the end made Amwrarb{tarke mad, 
9 Wl ofcehimſclfe defied , beaten, and maimed by a petty Lord,and with ſo ſmal 
mmbers. What could this braue courage haue done had it been aſliſted with 
Wi ned, gold, and armes, anſwerable to his merits? 
nel WF" Arc you not then very ridiculous, o Soldier, when to be accounted valiant; 
"tha . youplay the Cydop, an4 feare left deuotion might weaken your .courage? Ac- 
oy not your Religion, for it is holy: accuſe not deuotion, for it is innocent; 
_ MW Rather accuſe your owne impiety, your owne negle&, your owne vaworthy- 
"M7 WM aſc of ſpirit, and your owne baſenes : that is it whichenfeebleth you, and 
ane cuſerhthar you are onely valiant to play the beaſt, No manlooſeth courage, 
haut MW iichethar neuer had it, and.no man hathit , if he beg it nor of the true God 
Sao if fHoſts. Where ſhould weſecke for hghrt but of the ſunne, for water but in 
Neil, WF rigers, and hear bur in fire? And where thinke you to find true ſtrength , but 
PU BN viththe God of the ſtrong?The more you ſhal be vnited to him,the more able 
RY fn you be;znot that he wil euer giue you ſtrength of body, as ro Milo, that you 
_ Mong beare an oxe; burtn ſcruing him you ſhal haue from him the courage of 
a0" man, who hath his root inreaſon , his increaſe in picty , and his Crowne ia 
S)le W mneglory. | 


SECTION, INL 


Manifeſt proojes, woich declare that prety and valour are 
| not things incompatible. | 


T is an intollcrable thing to fee certaine yong Roas 
(S=rers , who thinke to make themſclues: eſteemed: va- 
© liant by profeſſion of impiety,, & haueas it were but 
one ſhame, which is notto be ſhameleſſe atal , as if 
we 'had neuer ſeen, nor as yet was euer heard inthe 
world, of ſoldiers furniſhed, before God and; meg 
with great and diuine vertues , wha failenotto bg as 
couragious as Lions, Ler:v$ yot fearchour Saints of 
f- the Martyrologe, let vs onely. behold amog a thawad, 
meman, whoſe life was. very lately printed, written in alow ſtile, Lmeane;the 
W; al Boxcicaur , who flouriſhed in France vader Charles the Sixe. Theſe petty 
- todomonts, who make boaſt of ducls., mecre cowardice covered with an 
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opinion of -courage , durſt not þchold-this Capraine without doing thy 
whigh keertofore was doneto the ſtatues of theſunne , thats, to put 
The Mar+-al Bou- on the mourh, and admire, For not to ſpeakeof his other a&ts of proweſle, 
. Cicaur. is he who was preſentatthat turious battaile, which Baiaxet the Turkiſh En. 
;perour waged-againſt the King of Hungary, where there were many Fre 
rhe Duke-of Burgundy, then caled the Count of Newers, being.there in perſqy, 
The hiſtory faith, that the Turke comming to fight with dreadful for 
beganſo furious a charge ,The aire being tnickned with a black cloudofy. 
roiwes ,thatthe Hungarians, who wererepured good1oldiers , mUuC:1-trembly 
WM atthis aſſault ,and ficd away. 1 he French, who euer had learned 1n al.batrailg 
- —— +44; word to vanquiſh or dye ,vawilling ſo muchas to heare any peach of rhe name 
WH flight, pierced into the Turkiſh army , notwithſtanding the ſtakes and pyle 
fixed inthe carrh ro ſerue as hindrances, and atrended by ſome othertrog 
brakethe vanguard of the Turkes, by-the counſcl ant example of this bray 
Marſhal; whereat Baiazet much amazed,,was ready to retire , at whichtimej 
wastold him, there was but a very litle-handful of French men, who.madetts 
greateſt reſiſtance, and that it were beſt to afſault them. He,who kept hishg, 
ralioas very treſh, returneth and.came to fal vpon theſe poore ſoldiers, noy 
extremely tyred. 'Neuecr.did angry Lion exeiciſc.ſuch violentforce.am 
the.jauelins of hunters, aswas thethe proweſle which ſhined inthis generoy 
Capraine,:For he hauing no further purpoſe but to4el his owne. lite andrhok 
of his companionsas deare as he could , ſo negligently betrayed, he withthe 
French-Caualry , and-ſome few other people who [tucke to him, did ſuchfeg; 
of atmes, that it-was thought twenty thouſand Turkes were laine inthe 
place. Inthe end this prodigious multitude, ableto weary out the moſt ha 
although it had been but to cut them ro pieces, did ſo neerly encompaſſear 
French, that-the Count Neuers, with Marſhal Boucicaur and the moſt worthy per 
ſonages, weretaken priſoners. | 
Porribie ſpefta= Thenext day after this diſmal batraile | Baiazet fitting -vnder -2 pauillin 
_ ſpred for him in the ficld , cauſed the priſonersto be brought beforc him, ty 
drench himſelfe in bloud and vengeance, which he ſo paſlinately loued. 
Neuer was ſpeRacle ſeen more worthy of compaſſion: the poore Lords 
who had dore wonders in armes able to moue Tygars,, were lcd asitwere 
halfe-naked, ftraitly baund with cords & fetters; nu regard being had neyther 
totheir bloud, which was noble, nor youth which was pittiful , nor theirbe- 
hauiour moſt rauiſhing ;theſe Saracens, vglyand.horrible as deuils , ſet then 
before the face of the Tyrat;who inthe winckeof an eye cauſed theirthrowW popes 
tobe cut at his feet, as it he meant to carrouſlce their.bloud, dedicar 
The Count Newers with two.other Counts of Ewe. and Marche ,thad.now thett but on 
heads wnderthe ſymitary , and their liues hung bur as it were-at a thread himſelf 
when Baiezat hauing heard 'by his interpreters , that they were neer kinſmel kispare 


to the King of France, cauſed them to be reſerued , commanding they ;ouldfit le: 
onthe ground at'his feet, where they werc enforced to behold the lamentabk tious N 
butchery of their Nobility. (tions, 


The aaliant Marſhal Boucicaut 'in-histurne:was produced, couered withi dome. 
litle linnen«cloath , to maſſacre hum ouer the bodies of ſo many valiant Magty, 1 Y: 
He;who was wiſc, and particularly inſpired by God in this extremity, 


Maven, 
ſigne-with-his:fingers before Baiazer,who vnderſtood nor his language,asKV freke) 
would declare himſelfe the kinſman of the Count of Newers , who beheld bing ,; ho 


with-aneyc-ſo pittiful , that ir was of powerto rent rocky harts. Baiazer dev 
perſnaded by this ſigne that he was ofthe bloud Royal , cauſed him coverage 
aparttoremaine a priſoner; where he afterward by his great prudence cnc 
uouredtheliberry of thoſe noble Gentlemen , and his owne. 1.cannot chin 
theſe petty Nouices-of warre wil compare themfelues to the valour of th 
:man, accompliſhed with-ſuch heroike-proweſle. —_ 


YZ 
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ofthe number of thoſe; who profefſe thanſclues wicked tharthey may feeme 
er Ml (aliagr. He was 2 man, who intime of peace, whilt he gouerhed the Ciggy of 
e,t Nl airs, daily heard. rwo: Maſſes, with ſo cxemplardeuarion, that he nener kif. 
En. if gred any man ro ſpeake ro him in the Church 4, where he {aid the office-with 
men, if gogular attention, for which heſo'accommodared his company , that:you 
ſon. Þ Gaul never ſec the leaſt ation of vncamiineſſe in divine feruice , which he 
ics, © 534not ſeuerely puniſh, But the: Hiſtorian addeth, tharwho had beheld his 
far. if people ar Maſſe, would rather thinke he ſaw Religious men then {olciers, 
'\blei I Noble-men are of power to bend their families towhat they: pleaſe , were it 
rails WU corthat through ſofrnefſe of ſpirit they many rymes giue wayto the torrent; 
ned Nl +contenring themſelues to be good , make adthereſt naught by the eaſmeſie 
ple Ml oftheir-natures. I ſpeake not heer to-you of aCanonized Saint, a Hermit, a 
00ps, Religious man , aPrieft; I ſpeake of a Marſhal of France, of a moſt ardent 


Let vs come, if it ptcaſe you, reconſider himatlcaſure;, whether he Wert Picty of a ſoldice.. 


warriour. | : 
imei il Behold L pray, whether piety be incompatible with armes. This brane Notab'e devotion 


cette Captaine happily made his Wil, diſpoſing of ab his deuotions, his affaires,2nd v2 ſoldicr, 


s ba. Wl charge: cach:day he executed ſome part hereof, doing al the good he cold 
, tov. during his life , not expeCting the caſual portions of others piety, asthoſe; 
ougt W who cauſe the rorch to be carried behind,, to light them when-they hane Toſt 
crow I their eyes , and indeed neuer doe wel, but when they are in a conditiontobe 
Lthok WU able ro:doe no more. The charitable Lord informed himſelte very partica- 
| larly ofthe neceſſities ofthe ba{bful poore , fertheir names downe in his Ree 
giſtees, as the rareft pieces of his cabinet, appointed on eucry-fide his almes 
topoore Religious, to widdowes, to orphanes, to needy ſaldiers, namely to 
thoſe, who through inability of old age and ficknefle could labour no more, 
keviftedHeſpitals,gining accordingrto his neanes round ſummes of money 
tofrniſh and accommodate them; it he walked in the ſtreets, he euer had 
charity in his hands that himſelfe might giue al he could, for hetherintooke 
aGopular contentment: and neuer was he ſeen to be ſo merry, as when he had 
bftriburcd good ſtore of money , this was his hunting , his game, his de- 
loht, 7! 
. He bare a fingular deuotion towards the friday , in memory of the paſſion 
four S2uiour; and whilſt he was able,did cate nothing onthat day but fruits 
jr ndpullſe, abſteiningfromal which participated of the life of beaſts, and. 

"RE doathed himſelfe likewiſe with a moſt fimple habite, defirous to ſhew exte- 
tiourly ſome taft of the reuerence we owe to the bloud of the Sonne of Gad, 
telides abſtinencics commanded, he ordinarily taſted the ſaturday , whichis 
| fdicated tothe memory of the Blefſed Virgin, He neuer fed at his repaſt 
wth buton one diſh , and though he had grearquantity of filner veſſels, he cauſed 
thread limfelfe ro be ſerued in pewrer andearth, being glorious inpublike , andin 


_ bis particular an enemy of wordly pomps and vanities. 7 
_ Hleaue you to thinke, how muchthis kind of life is alienated from the cu- 
£n 


tous Nobility , ro whom we muſt daily giue ſo many priuiledges and difpen- 
tions, thar it ſeemes iris for their ſakes needful to create another Chriſten- 
we, beſides rhat which hath been eſtabliſhed by the Sonne of God. A man 
vould ſay, to ſce how they pamper their bodies , they were deſcended trom 
7 F fexuen, & that chither they ſhould returne, not paſſing through the ſepulcher; 
ory” brchey deify it, andto fatten and guild a dunghil couercd with ſnow , ſport 
©" -. | Mhthe bloud and feat of men. 


e code 
3t think 
Ir 08 


thisquality , and he hada very ſolemne cuſtome by him Religiouſly obfer- 


. | %agedto none, ttisno {mal vertue,nor of fleight importice, if we conſider 
| Lets : L z the 


Superfluity of taſt being ſowelrepreſſed , al went intrue meaſure in the Jaye geucrnment 
cof this good Marſhal : his retiaue was very welentertained according of a tamily. 


tedwhich was ſpecdily topay hisdebts,& as much as he might poſſibleto be To pay his debts 
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1-:::*-3) a To \ -«theNobility ar-chis:tynic;(s.;cafily ingulfed:in great 'labyrinths of debey 
-vhich day1y eircreaſe like huge bals of {now thar tal from mountaines , ay 


V 


A ſingular diſcre- - 
o:1, 


Libs © © 


which require:Ages and golden mynes to diſcharge them. i$:4h 
Is itnot a moftanexculablactuelty before.God and men, to ſee abu Y Mer. 
'Cbanr;, aneedy;Artificer., cuery day to multiply his journeys and ſteps before 
-the:gmre of aLordora. Lady ;-who bearc his/{weat and bloud in the pleyrs of 
their-garments?;Andinſtead of giuing ſome: fatisfaQtion vpon his moſt ivf 
requelts. ir isrold him he is:2n importunatefellow, and he many timegme. 
naced. with .baſtavadoes, ithedeſiſtnot to demand his owne. Is nor thistg 
knetike aTeriavian ? Is not thisro degrade ones ſclfe from Nobility , Chr, 
ſtjanity,, andreaſon ? Is notthis tothruſt the knite intothe thraar of houſes 
8nd:catire families? Alledgendot voto me , that it is impoſliblefor yours pap 
at.thar'tyine what is demanded: why,wel torſecing. your owne impot 


hane:you heaped vpdebts,, which cannot be diſcharged? Why doe young 


rather admit the leſſuing of your port? Why cut you not off ſo many ſuper. 
Huous things? Arc not yourſinnes odious.enough before God, buryounus 
encreaſe them' with the marrow of the poore ? From hence ariſeth the cop. 
rempt-of your perſons, the hatred of your name,the breaches & ruine of Your 


houſes, 


+: This manin wel paying his debts was ſerued andreſpeced of officiers, like 
a litle Deity : there was no need to doubr, nor to make a falſe ſtep intohi 


houfe.Neuer would he.ſuffer a vice , or a badſernant, were it ro gaincen Em. 
pire. Blaſphemyes,oaths, lyes,landers, games, quarrels, anduch like ordy 
res were banished from his Palace, as Monſters; and if he found any gfhis 
family infautt, he diſmiſſed them, leſt they ſhould infe& the other ;yetno 
ſ{candalizing them , nor diuulging their offefices. Atthe table he ſpake litl, 
and did voluntarily entertayne himſelfe with example of vertues intheliues 
of Noblcmen, not-opening his mouth to diſcourſe.of his owne proper ids, 
but with ſingular ſobriety. 

In his marriage he demeaned himſelfe moſt chaſtly, and had fuchahorrowr 


againſt impurity ,that he would not ſo much as keep a ſeruant who hada 


luſtful eye, 


Behold the cauſe, why paſſing one day on lrors-backe through the 
ſtreets of the Citty of Genoa, as a Lady preſented her ſelfcar her windowts 
combe het haire, and one of the Gentlemen of the Marſhalstrayne ſeeingher 
treſſes very bright and beautiful cried our,0b what & goodly bead of harre | ftaying 
to behold her, the Lord looked back on him with a {cuerecye,ſaying: tim 
wel done;it is not fit, that ſrom the houſe of 4 Gouernour 4 wanton ee sbould be ſeen 0 glad, 

Inthis point & al the reſt which concerned the commerce and repoleot 
Cittizens, he rendred ſo prompt and exa& iuſtice , that ir was a prouetd 
amoneſt thoſe of Genoa , whenany one was offended.,to ſay to him who had 


wronged him : If you wil not right me , my Lord Marsbal wit. The other ynderſtat- 
ding'it, oft tymes rather choſe-to ſubmit himſeltc to right,, then expect acon- 
demnation which was incuitable. He ſo by this meanes gained the goocop- 


nion'of the-people, that the inhabitants of the Citty ſent tothe King , belet- 
ching he might-continue the gouernment tothe end of his dayes : which h# 
uing -obteined , ir ſcemed tothem , they had drawne an Angel trom Heauen, 
co fix himattheſterne of their Common-wealth, 

At the tyme:that the Emperour of Conſtantinople. then diſpoſſeſſed of'one 
partof his Empire by the great Turke., came into France to demand fuccout ol 
and had obrteined of the King twelue hundred men, defrayed for a ycarc;man} 3p. 
widdow-Ladies were ſeenat the Courr,whocomplainedof iniuſtices an oP: 
preſſions by them endured after the death of their husbands; wherby th 
good Marſhal was ſo moued with compaſſion, that with much freedome is 
infticuted anOrder of Knights forthe defence of afflicted Ladies, whichhe ” 


name 


Man 
foldt, 
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namedrhe Order of the white Lady, becauſethey who made profeſſion of it, 
hare a ſcuchion of gold enameled with green, and theron the figure ofa 
Lady in colour white: thus ſought he by al occaſions to doe good,andſhew- 
ed himſelfe a great-encemy of idlencfle , the very moath of mynds. 

Ke ordinarily roſe carly in the morning, and ſpent about three houres in 

ayer & 6iuine ſcruice: atthe end whereof he went to Counſel, whichlaſted 
tildinner tyme. After his repaſt he gaue audience to althoſe, who would 
ſpeake with him vpon their atfaires, nor failing to behold his Hal dayly ful 
ofpcople , whom he ſpeedily diſpatched, contenting euery one with anſwers 
ſwectand reaſonable; from thence he retired to write lettres, and to giuethat 
order to his officiers which his pleaſure was Should be obſerued in euery 
afaire: and if he had no other employ ment, he went to Veſpers. At his returne 
herooke ſome paines, then finiſhing thereſt of his office , ended the day. The 
Sundayes. aud Holy Dayes either he went on foot in ſome.pilgrimage of 
devotion 4Or.caulcd the life ot Saints, or other vicories to beread , dayly 
nore and MOorerto diſpoſe his manners vnto.vertue. -When he marched in the 
held ke had an admirable way, not ro oppreſle any of his company, nor would 
tepremit, cuen inthe land of ancnemy ,tharthe leaſt diſturbanceſhould be 
zuentoEccleſiaſtikes, | 

Behold you not heer a life. worthy. of a.French Caualier ? Oh Nobility, this 
man'was nota petty Royſter , who makes boaſt to-fight in a meadow. but a 
oldier, who during the warres with the Erglish kept the field of battaile three 
rimes, thirry dayes together , againſt thoſe braue ſoldiers who would oppoſe 
tim; from whence he went out al ſparkling with glory and wonders. 

[would heer willingly adde a Bertrand of Gurſ.un , Count of Lengueuil ,.2nd 
Conſtable of France; whoſe life Mounſicur Menard hath giuen vs,written-bya pen 
ofthatancieut Age, in old language :.you ſhal ſee a man, who after he had 
ſolemnly dedicated in the-offertory of a Maſſe his ſoule, body, and.armes, 
ache Altars, fought fix or ſeauen tymes hand to hand, exerciſed ſtrange feats 


K ofbactel and armes; ſtood in the midſt of combats, cold , and confident as in 


tixchamber , being otherwiſe furious, ſtrong, and tout inthe preſſe, You 
ſhould ſee a man ſage in counſayles, prompt in execution , whom anenemy 
found neer at hand when he thought him thirty-leagues off. Aman inal things 
& free from fraud or diſſimulation , cheerful, curteous , obliging, and libe- _ 
alot his owne , employing his moueables and the jewels of his wife for 
teliefe of poore ſoldiers. Then you may iudge, whether to be valiant you 
mylive inthe Court of aChriſtianPriace likealile Turk.Where is. your iud- 
gment ? and where your reaſon? 


SECTION Y% 


Heaynſt duels, 


ders, in blaſphemies, in audacious ords, in duels, chal- 
lenges , which are the mighty valours of this Age. Welthen, 
z my ſoldier, tollowing this courſe you wil learne to ſweare 
| & blaſpheme. 1 ſpeake not how great-this.crime is , nor how 
mich you render your tong puniſhable in diſpoſing it to this language 
"divels; bur I wil ſay onething, which is very-certaine , thoſe which ſecke 


10" glory outof vice, haucnot alewayes been made eminently proſperous. 
; L 
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Al you miy doc in purchafing\helby theſe execrable oaths ,wil be to acquin 


the goody qualities of abaſe clowne, 

Anthenrs of duel-, And as concerning duels, I vndoubtedly hold , that if this infamous {g. 
dier, who hath abuſed you,were willing. to ſpeake the truth , which his 9. 
ſcience wil dictate to him, he rather giues it you for an honeſt _couertyreg 
cowardice, then for true valour, The world is not fo doltiſh as to-mexſy, 
caurage by the model of Moores , flaues ,and horſe-boyes, who were the fb 
executours of theſe butcheries. Huw.can you perſwade.vs that a confuly 

-maſle of.theſe petty mutiners , who haue nothingels in.their mouthg by 
theſe ducls, may be valiant men?:We are not.ſo ignorant, but that weyy 
know.courage neuer makes good alliance with ſeruitude and cffemingg 
But the. moſt part of this.kind of men, are ſerwle.ſpirits, whoſubmitroagjy, 
figit number ot ſhametul and tyranoical:lawes , for a litie ſmoak. They x; 
bodyes withered withlazineſſe, who are many times entangled-intheir 
ters, and ſtand in need to hauerings for winter and-ſommer, to change; 

Anxena!, 1.4.1,Saty, cording to the ſeaſons, They feare the lancet of the Surgeon, they cry oy 

aloud tor a.ſleight teuer , and wil needs be tended like womenin.child.beg 
Imaginc with your ſelte, what valour .can be herein. Were they bearenay 
ſtampr into powder in a morter, a hundred of ſuck-like Rodomonts wayl 
not make .vp one halfe ounce of warlike fortitude. .Bur there is a litle & 
Paire.and rage, which boileth in a paſſionate hart,.to.counterteir verrue,Gy 
forbid we ſhould take chafte for gold, hemlocke for .parſley ,or an Apefer 
a man, We know valour, by report of great Captaines, reſtethin mature. 
liberation and.coolenes ,.as in it's true element, When I behold one of thel 
filly braggards, who haſtneth to the field for a baſe feare-of ſome ſhame,q 
vpon ſome liucr-heat which rormenteth him, I make as much reckoning 
of it, as if | ſaw anangry hen. Doe you thinke Sichem was a:couragious ma 
tor enduring to be.circumciſed tor the loue of pins ? My opinion is, it wan 
a&t of much cowardice to permit himſelfe to becut .witha razor in themot 
ſhameful part of his body, to pleaſe a filly female lew,.who when it was dote 
had great cauſc toturne this paintul ſacrifice into-ſcorne.& :laughter, Thi 
poore Courtyer to fatisty a wily wench , tor a fooliſh imagination. of point 
of honour, haſtneth tro be cur a-pieces in the field : vnhappy man., he this 
kethto marry Dine , and findes Proſerpins; he propoſeth re himſelfe a workdy 
glory , that may ranke him in.the number of the valiant, &.meeterh a bloui 
death, whieh at'one blow Kkilleth body and:ſoule. Let me dy. if it bendt 
the.pooreſt thing to behold them .in ſuch .aduentures. For if one did kt 
them, they would make thoſe burſt with langhing at their idleneſle, who 
were willing to-bemoane their miſery.1 haue drawn from this maſſacre, ſuch 
as were more-amazed then a bridled goole, and more ghaſtly then a dead mat 
foure dayes after his-fuceral taken-trom his'{pulcher. Theſe filly-creature 
endured al-thisro make a wretched bruit runne vp and downe in Paris, thit 
they were in-the end beaten , and had with 'ſo-many-cold ſwears of deat 
done that, which their Lackeys, who are ſomewhat more ſtupid, wouldi 
hundred tymes with more willingnefſe of hart haue vndertaken. Behol 
you not who is worthy eyther of compaſſion-or contempt ? Yer you attet 
them; with a pretext-of courage, which you enforce them-+ro-purchaſeati 
coftly rate. When you applaud ſuch actions, and tel how.braue a comb 
-was perſormed behind the.Charter-houſe, & that both of them came thithe 
with much reſolution., youare men guilty .ot blaud: It ſhould ſufkce-you? 
haue your judgments ſodul in the eſtimation which. ought to be made ypdl 
wyalour , without rendring your-tongues ſotragical. Their trembling {wots 
would became very lazy to.conſummate the myſtery-of furics ,zf your wo 
armed nor deſpaire, to play aut thereſt of the game. 


L. aGnefl-. 


ſen] 


Perhaps: you wilſay , you know -thoſe who haue faught dveF humane 
's whi 
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«honotwithſtanding were valiant in Armies, 1 deny not this. I affirme not 
thara valiant man cannot fight a duel; but 1 deuy that he is valiant for 
fohring 2 duel. Dauid had becnan adulrerer, and became aSaint ; but it is 
at for hauing been an adu'rerer that he was a Saint; nor ſhal any one haue 
thereputation of valour among vnderſtanding men, tor committing a crime, | 
Forif this duel were cuer an infallible marke of courage, I demand wherfore 
have weſeen thoſe, who haue ſhewed themſclues molt importunate eo pro- 
yoke others to cobar, moſt fiery ro haftenthither, moſt factious to be herein 
opinionatiue , and inthe meane tyme,whenthey.came to beare armes, where 
they muſt witneflerrue valour for the. ſeruice uf their Prince, ſuchencoun- 
ters haue happened, that-they ſo deſpairingly ran off, that they haue paſſed 
through forreſts ewoleagues onerand not ſcenatree,ſo much affrighted they 
were, It is not neceſſary to name them, happily they are already. roo-much 


renowmediintheHittories of the times, And yer. you wil make muchaccount 
of theſe gagdhytwaſhbucklers, 
Aſſure *yemr'ſelfe the moſt part of thoſe , who ſhew ſuch boyling fury in 


theſebarbarous a&Rs,are as Lunarikes poſſeſſed with an euil ſpirit, You wauld 
be amazed toſee alitle girle ſo ſtrong,that there mult be rwenty men to hold 
her. .Fromi whence | pray hath ſhe this force, but that-ſhe hath the diuel in 
her body 2 And tel me, a yong Gentleman,who many times hath father,mo- 
ther, wite, children, honours, riches, pleaſures in his life, would he goe vpon 
cold blou 4 to depriue him ſelte of al this > Would he contemne the ſacred 
Edi&s of his Prince, nowwery lately renewed-by the:zeale of our.great Mo- 
march? Would he deſcend with-open eyes into he), it he had not ſome black 
firit ofthe abyfe,which dreggeth him ro the laſt miſchiet? He dothrhar for 
acold-countenance, an extrauagant word, and a caprich-of {pirit, which he 
would noveither for God, the King , or the whole world. We may wel ſay 
thisis the malady of inferiour houſes , and you take it for valour? Apoore 
cocks-combe forſooth called aſecond, who puttethinro.compromile at the 
diſcretion of a crackt braine,, al that which is moſt deare vurto him in this 
world, and what he hopeth-inthe-other,going to be the victime of death, or 
the murderer-of a-man ,whom he.neuer ſaw-or knew , or if he haue ſeen or 
knowne him, ſo-farre as to loue or honour him, would he play al this goodly 
prize, if he. were not poſſefſed with an euil ſpirit? Yet you admire:this, Why 
de you not rather wonder at the countenances, the twindges, and diſtorted 
mowings of 'the-poſiefſed? 

Tbegin to perſuade you to reaſon (ſay you my Gallant: )You are an enemy 
fthisrace-of Cadmw,deriuedfrom the teeth of ſerpents,and thinke not theſe 
petty wranglers of the times, with al their-lerters and «challenges haue any 
valour : But it a braueſpirit be-wrged to fight-by fuch'kindot men, ſhould he 
efule it 2 Verily there are mayne differences in duels, inthe cauſes which 
akkethem, and the proceedings ofſuch as execute-them, If you muſt needs 
goe to duel, paſſe thereunto,as Daxid, in-ſightof an Army, with permiſſion-of 
Jour Prince or your Captaine,againſt ſome Goliab, who hath defied you, Goe 
hither with intention'to defend the honour of your Nation , and to weaken 
thecontrary fation. Behold whois worthy., If you muſt:;goe to duel , goe 
hither when your King-or Lord4hal command you to accept the combar;to 
end ſome notable warre, & ſtay a great cffuſion-of bloud,by the hazard oftwo 
Champiss, Behold whois glorious.Bur if you haſten thither vpon ſome chi- 
Mera of ſpirit , which you cal by the name of honour , vpon ſome ambiguous 
word, to which you frame an interpretation againſt your ſelfe, for a cold 


"© <untenance, a furly brow, for a defire which you haue to become pledge of 


the follies of ſome fellow, witleſle, and.aflaue to his owne paſſions; if you 
tenchither for the loue of ſome vnchaſt woman, to whom you ſacrifice 
e bloud, how can yoube excuſable 2 For it you tcl me your honour 

1S more 


Couwage of duel 
{iksto that of the 
poflciſcd, 
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Is more precious. vntayou,then your wealth and life, and therfore,that agtj, 
ilaw-of nature permitteth you to defend both your riches and bady x th, 
;Point of your-fivord,againſt arobber and a homicide from whom yaucy. 
not otherwiſe diſegage your (ele, you haue the ſame right for the defence g 
your reputation, which is in man as the apple in the eyc:l anfwer,that bei 
-ſo ſurprized vps the fuddaine by fome aſlaillant,who prouoketh you,threy. 
- neth you,& thruſteth his ſword into your fides,if you vie not alawfuldeſic, 
It is noxthen-ſayd that youare bound to fly, with ſome kind of ignomigy 
"Nay | wil ſay beſides, that if true honour were intereſſed inrefuſal of a chy, 
lenge, he that ſhouldaccepr it might likewiſe according to the: Jawes of coy, 
{ſcience ſeewe fomewhar tollerable : But from whom ought we to deriuethis 
eſtimation and iudgement of true honour ? Is it trom .certainefleight by 
gards,and witlcile people, who haue fold themſclues to paſlion, eternally 
:renounce. prudence? Behold goodly Iudges of honour.: Behold who welge. 
;ſerueth to preſcribe vato ys the rule and prize of the molt pragieus thing i, 
;the world, : JR 
if wedeſired ſincerely to eſtabliſh the indgement to be made of the poin 
of honour, we oughtro ſearch inro the reſolutions of the Church andCiy;. 
lians: but theſe kind of people are ſuſpe&ed by you, as being alienated-froy 
the profeſſion of armes, Let vs enquire it in the mouths of-warriours, Wy 
there euer a btaucr ſoldier then the late King of moſt fauous memory ? Au 
hath there likewiſe eucr been a Prince more dexterous in .armes , and more 
fortunate, thenhe that now raigneth? Since their .Edicts condemne duel, 
both in thoſe who challenge and ſuch as are challenged , althongh muchdi. 
ferent in their proceedings, what doe we need any other 1udgement to de. 
.cide the point of honour ?-But Kings and Princes {oueraigne (.ſay you!) net. 
withſtanding their Edi&s, approue thole by word of mouth, who (hew cow 
rage inſuch like ations, Who dare reproach them with this > Who dae 
tcl them to their faces that they belye-their Edits by their particula I venge 
iudgements ? Who ſees not-ſuch words are purpaſly inuented by thoſe FW andfi 
men, who ſecke for pretexts to their falſe liberties 2 Why theſe Edids, © vawſ 
dictated. by reaſon, agreed vato with judgement, ſupported by iuſtice , pro- }© counſ 
uoked by piety ; to the writing of which Teſus Chriſt would contribute his If thou 
owne bloud,to ſparethe bloud, and with itthe ſoules of ſo-many, as arcloſ, I where 
and whom to ſauc he gaue vp his owne life ? Where ſhould we learne the I ed-n 
rule of honour, the-iudgement ,and wil of the Prince, but in-Oracles, ad ſ &aths 
vertues , which he hath conſigned-to the memory. of al Ages? 1 cntreat you ſ{edſol, 
trouble my head no more with theſe daſtardly combats and dereftable maſs F pline 
cres; let this be no longer , but for the infamous and melancholy bloud-thi- £ were þ 
ters. One Bacher vuderſtanding that a Turkiſh Capraine had called -his com- 
-panion into duel, Whar, ſaith he, are there no more Chriſtians? And haue nat 
we cauſe to [ay , are there no Saracens nor Moores., and other Infidels , to rum iN 
;the edge of the {word againſt our entrailes? 
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Dag 


A eAgainſt the il mannage of Armes. 


"W ROM hence is it likewiſe , that you are taught in time of 

NG warre toplay the litle Cannibal in armes, andto caſt nothing 
SH but fire & bloud from your throat, that menaces.may march 
% \ before you, and hauock and deſolation after. Barbarous as 
IZA 8 you are, doe you think becauſe you haue a ſword by your 
" . x fide, you are therfore a Maſter ouer the life and bloud of 
mortals ? Newer was iron drawne out of the entrails of the carth, buteyther 
gainſt wild beaſts, or men who are worſe then beaſts; and you employ ir 
totorment innocent people, whom you oughr to prote& vnder your wings. 
tis a ſtrange thing, that men-who are made for the ſupport of-men, and who 
gent (trong but for defence of the feeble, are now adayes more .-perni- 
cious then wolues, haile, ſerpents , inumdations, fire, plagues, and'famines.! ; _ 
Behold thar whichmakethwartare odious , behold that which diſgraceth an 
honourable prokeſſio, behold that which powreth vpon the heads of great. 
ohes who countenance ſuch actions, the cups of Gods anger, mingled with 
gale, vorme-wood, and poiſon of Dragons. : ; 

Theteares of poore labourers, widdowes,and orphans, which are enfor. 
«ed by thoſe who entirle them(clues freinds, with cruelties that would juſtify 
the: $&racens and Moores, Ceaſe not to mount to the throne of God, to aske 
vengeance on thoſe, who to ſatisfy their ambitions, glut their appetities, 
and ſh in troubled waters , cnkindling warres inteſtine , temerarious, and 
yauſt;not regarding the diſorders, which ordinarily ariſe from theſe wicked 
counſels, Oh-God, it is a very great matter, thar a man can make a hundred 
thouſand ſwords to be vnſheathed in an.inſtant , which haue-no eyes to ſee 
where they-{trike, nor hands to-pul them back, when they once haue recei- 
ted-motion, That a man, who hath bur one life, ſhould expiate ſo many 
taths, ſo many violences, ſo many outrages, as are comitted by the ynbrid- 
ſoldiers! Muck courage mult be neceſſarily vſcd , to make military diſci- 
pline be obſerued, and it theſe furious corruptions cannor be hindred , it 
were better ro abanden the charges and commands, then tacyment them-vp 
wththe bloud andzcares of ſo many miſerable ſacrificys. | 


The braue Beliſariu , who was one of the moſtexctHent-Captaines in thetryfice of Bliſs 
wrld, hauing cauſed two ſoldiers to be empaled -for ſome crime ,ſceing rius and Aurclia« 


hers ro murmur art it: Know(ſayth he)1 am come to. fight with the armes of Religion nus. 
auſlice, without which we can expect neither vittory nor bappines, | defire my ſoldiers 
Mud b:ue their bands cleane tokil an enemy. Neuer wil | ſuffer any man in myne Army, 


thtbath fingers crooked or bloudy , Were he in armes as terrible as lightning. 'Force 45 of #6 Procop, li 1 de 
TION th, ific bane nor equity for companion. Heare a ſoldier ſpeake. He might perhaps bello Vaudal, 


ae learned the ſameeflon trom the.Emperour Aurclian, who wrot'to one 


I) ſoldiers 11 their.duty. I wil not that apeaſant ſo much as complaine that he bath beets 
Wnged in the valew of a chicken, nor that any bathtaken a grape from bis vine without 
fermion, 1 wil make bim giue an account euen to 4 graite of [alt , 87 a drop of oyle 
uſly cxatted. 1 deſire -my ſoldiers should -be rich with ſpoiles of enennes , and not 
fares of my ſubiedts. I would haue them carry their riches vpon their ſwords, 
uro ther cabins, 1 Womid haue chem chaſt in-the bouſes of cheir laſtes , and that 

there 


his Licutenants : My freind, if thou wilt be 4 Captaine, nay if thou wilt liue , conteme Vopiſc,in Aurcl. 


Pd 


Bxcelent diſc 
;plinc, 


a braue French 


ſaluicr, 


_ that his ſoldiers-marchedto the Perſian warre, ike Senatours , and thatth 


beare your ſelfe in warre, 1 wil not goe about to ſeeke out a S.Martin fot you: 


ple,both.becauſe one of our moſt warlike Kings, the ſonne of Fraxcis the Fir 


valour, as alſo, forthat1 ſee therein many noble paſſages, which aſt ofthe 
*li!;tary vertues of Vertue of a true French ſoldier, He was a couragiaus Captaine , of excellent 


ſaying, That after rheſe two and thirty yeares ſeruice , be dyed almoſt as poore as tvs 
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there be no ſprach of any quarrebs.And is not that ſtrange which Marcas Scammny; 
terh, rhar cheir have been feet Regi ronmd abour z 
tree laden withfruit , andthe ſoldiers to depart the next morning, not doin 
ſo much-wrong, as to take one apple from the Maſter of the place? Agd wh 
would:not be amazed at that which Lampridiws ſpeaketh of Alexander Seany, 


Countrey Peaſants loued them astheir brothers, and honoured their Eme, 
rouras a God?1s itnot a ſhameful thing, that Infidels muſt teach vs alfy 
of modeſty, andthat this Alexander, who had learned aleſlonfrom Chriſtian 
which was , not to doethatto another which we would not hauc doney iN 99" 
our ſelues, obſcruedit ſo.exadtly eyen inthe liberty of armes, that het A 
became as it were adored by his ſubies? And inthe meane time we behgl; 25th 
Gentlemen., who neuer hauing wanted good precepts, exerciſe tyranniesg 
their ſubic&s, both-io-peace and ware, ſuch as Scychians and Ayhiane woyz i 20% 
abhorretodoc. Warre cannot now adayes be made,but that iteemes.4ty, i 99 
with his Army is raiſed vp , once-mere to pillage France. It: is not cnemye waul 
they ſceke toſurpriſe, but purſes ; and they arc euer criminal enough, wig Capt 
haue.ſome, though but ſmal wealch to.looſe. 1 know not where co ſcekefy 
this vahapineſſe,rofind it in it's ſource. Theſoldier excuſeth himſelfe ypgy food, 
neceſlity , the Capraine complainerth of payment , the one filcheth , andthy 
other quarelleth, whilſt the diſorder is immerrtal. 

| © braue and valorous'Caualiers,ought not you heerin to ſecond the gool 
Intentions of our great King, and baniſh ſuch infamies, nor ogely from hay, 
but euen from the memory of men? If you deſire ro ſce how you are ty 


EEBSERSERS 


Beholda man, whoſe life not longſince hath been publiſhed, to ſerues; 
model for the Nobility: we yet touch him as it were with a finger; for ke 
died vnder the raigne of Francis the Firſt , hauing ferued three Kings iatheir 
Armies the ſpace of two and thirty yeares. It is the valiant Terra, otherwile 
called Cheualier Bajard, borne in Daulpbine. I willingly make vſcof uy 1 


would needs be knighted by his hand, to witnefſe the honour he baretohis 


direQion, valiant,and magnanimous , of whom was ſayd , that he hadtie 
aſſault of the wild bul, the defence of the bore, and flight of the wolte. Iſt 
alide his warlike deeds, 1 take ſome of his vertues , whick | here wil make 
vic of. This Royal courage had no other ayme inarmes , but the glory of 
God,the ſeruice of his Prince, the honour of his profeſſion: whereof we hax 
an ample teſtimony ina ſhort Elogy , whichhis Secretary made vpon hin, 


borne. Much is ſpoken herein, & 1 thinke Bayard more glorious vnderthistith « 
then if he had bornethe Dutchy of Milan on his backe. He had the true piety} M F. 
a g004i ſoldier:For cucry morninghe prayed to God moſt deuoutly,& wolf, ay 
not permit any man ſhould enter into his Chamber during the tyme of it 

deuotions:he was ſoobedient to thoſe who commanded in the Army, thatil 
neuer refuſed any comiſſion impoſed vpon him, Yea wel foreſeeing thattit 
laſt charge enioyned himby the Admiral Bonviuer was moſt dangerous,&Þ 
were impaſlible,yet he went thither, ſacrificing his life ro the comandemd 
of the Lieuteuant of his Prince, that he might nor digreſſe from his ordunnſh 
cuſtome, There was heflayne by the moſt generous manner of death ti 
mjght happe to any Capraine of his quality. He was a Lion armes, who wil 
a choyce company of men, ſcle@ed by him, and trained to this profeſſi 
wrought ſach admirable effe&s, thatthere was not any battaile wonne, 


which he was notcuer the principal caulc, Neuer was any man moret p 7 
| 0 
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2n enemy in the confli&; but out of it,it was ſaid, he was one of the mo 
þ tr afable and courteous men of the earth, He was ſo il a flatterer of great men, 
"y that to gainea Kingaom he would not be drawne to ſpeake any thing- but 
rexon. His practiſe was to honour the yertuous, ſpeake litle of the vicious, 
' ff [fie alſo of his owne deeds of armes, neuer to {weare, doe tauours to al who 
:mype required it, as willingly as if ; himſelie were to receiue the benefit, to giue 
Ia ſecxer almes according to his ability., in ſuch ſort, that it is writren, 
that he beſides his other acts of piety , marryedat the leaſt a hundred yong . 


= wayds, Behold of what elements his ſoule was inwardly.compoled. ——— ; 
ww for the manner of his carriage in the warre, he as litle cared for money GO» 0 
chal gthe durt.of the carth, and deſired not to haue any but to giue, Witneſle : 4 
ies maRof greatliberality , whichis related of him. Heby faire law of armes 

woul tooke a 4pamsb, Treaſurer , who carried with him fiftecne thouſand ducats; 

thi oaeof.his Capraines,named Tardiew, wore , enraged with .choller, that he 


wauld haue-part-ot the booty, becauſe he was in the expedition. This good 
% Captaine ſmiling ſayd to him : 1t is rrue, you Were of thy enterpriſe , but.are not tg 
Le fo $440 the booty; and wereat.ſo, you are vnder my charge, 1 therfore wil giue what I thinke 
vpoy pd, This manecnrred into more violent tury, and-went ro complaine tothe 
dthe General, wbo hauing wel conſidered the buſines, adiudged it wholy to Bayard. 
Hecauſed his: Ducats to be carried to a place of fatty , aud commanded them 
\g0ol tobe ſpred on a table, in preſence of al his people, {aying tothem: Companiens, 
| Wat think you ? Doe you not bere bebold fine.iunkets? Poore Tardien, who had been 
putby his. prerenſions by expreſle ſentence-of his Capraines., looked onthis 
money with a iealaus eye, and ſayd: If be bad the balfe of it, he would al bis life. be an 
hneſt man, Dorb chat dependon #bis: ſaith this braue ſpirit ? Held, | willingly giue 
or be iN 6 Phcb you by force could neucr obtame , and;{o cauſed at the ſame inſtant ſeauen 
thouſand:frue hundred-ducars to be told oht to him, The other, who1in the 
"wie  Ganing chought irwas but a meer mockery, when he ſaw ittobe in good 
earneſt, and-him(ſelfe:in poſſeſſion of that.he deſired, he caſt himſelte on-both 
ft bis knees at the feet of Bayard, hauing aboundantteares of ioy in his eyes, 
Pe: andcried out ; Alas my Maſter , my freind , you bane ſurpaſſed tbe liberaiity of Alexan- * 
der, bow-5hal 1 emer be able.zo acknowledge the benefit , whub 1.at this tune doe neceiue at 
ellen £119 4494s ? Hold year peace ( ſayd this iacomparable man ) if 1 bad power 1 would 
a\the kmubmore.: and:therupon cauſing al the ſoldiers of the Garriſon tobe cal- 
let - the reſt of the Ducats, not keeping one ſole denier for his 
; 0owne. ce. a 
a I aske of yon whether this were nor a hart of pearle , wherin there-could 
e hav one leaſt blewiſh of auarice be found ? Yea alſo when he paſſed through 
countrey,cucn in aland.of conqueſt, he paydhis expence. And oneſaying 
to him , Sir , this money 15 loſt : for at your departure ſrom hence , they wil.ſet thizplace 
w He anſwered. Sirs, 1 dee what 1 ougbt, God hach not pur me into the world to 
nY rapine. 
Purſuing this-courſe he did an a& atthe taking of Breſis,a Citty in Italy, for An excellent att 
- ler memorable, which4 wil here deduce as it were in the ſame termes as = — 
$15 couched in his hiſtory Which is;thatbeingſer inthe head of the Perdues, _ 
earſt entredand paſſed the rampire,where he was grieuoully hurt in the top 
Fils chigh.with the thruſt of a pike, ſotharthe iron ſtuck inthe wound: he 
diag rerrified, ſaid toCaptaine Molard: I am ſlaine, bat it is no matter , let Your 
; ll arch confidently, the trowne is wonne, Hereupontwoſoldiers bare him out of 
| throng, and {ceing the wound ſtreamed forth much bloud, they pulled | | 
.Þ® theirſhirrs, and rear them to bind vp his thigh; then in the firſt houſe they Ro 
if * YP0,they tooke alitle doore off the hindges,& layd their poore Captaine 
09917, ro beare him the more eaſily. From thence they went directly to'a 
\Þ*<t houſe, which they ſuppoſed tobe very couenient far his accomodation, 
longed to an honeſt Gentleman, who was retired into a Monaſtery - 
auo1 
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agoid the fury of ſoldicrs : For the ſaccage of this Citty was ſo dreadfulthy © det 
there were reckon2d,as welof Venetians who defended it, as Burgeſles, tot world 
number of twenty thouſand flayne. The Lady ſtayed in this houſe with tw 107 
faire daughters, who had hidden themſelues ina barne vnder hay. Ag ſoke; 
knocked atthe gate, the mother arming her ſelte with refolurion openerhj, © tures 
& beholdeth a Capraine al bloudy, borne vpon this planke, who preſemy ſence 
ſer Guards about his lodging,and demanded a place toretire vnto, The: wel, 
leadeth him into the faireſt chamber, wherc ſhe caſt her ſelfe at his feet; wy he 
ſaid: Sir , I offer this houſe vntoyou,e+ al within it, for | wel know it is yours by tly 1yy MW The 
of Armes. 1 oncly beg of you , you wil be pleaſed te ſaue me, and mine honour , as alſo ofty, W theri! 
poore mayds ready 10 marry, Which-my huabard and 1 baue had berween vs. The Captain I guejs 
anſwered : Madame , 1 doe net krow whether 1 shal cſcape this wound or 30; bat] ſar, jail): 
ſully promiſe you whilſt 1 lixe,there sbal be no mnigry done to you nor your daughters nomn; Ml vpreſ 
then to mine owne perſon, Onely keep them in your chamber , and let them not be ſeen; gg ladpþ 
for your busband,an4 aſſure your ſelfe you haue a gueſt , wha wil doe you al comrreſy poſits, MY hl be 
The Lady much comfgered to heare him ſpeake in that manner, obeyed,ay W»y{c! 
employed alher care ro giue him good enterrainmer.$She preſently perceiuy 
ſhe had lodged an honeſt man, when ſhe ſaw the Duke of Namures, the bra 
Gaſton de Foxx, General of the Army,come daly ro viſit him,and that theſemg 
inaCitty of conqueſt , ſpake of paying. for al they had taken. The' pod 
Hoſtes waited on him,as on an Angel of Heauen,ſo much honour and veny 
ſaw ſhe to ſhine in him. When he was cured, and that he ſpake of diflodging 
to be preſent at the battaile of Kawenna, where his General paſſionately deſirg 
him, the Lady,who accounted her ſelte as his priſoner, with her husbanda 
children, conſidering if her gueſt would rigorouſly vſe her, he might'dray 
ten or twelue thouſand crownes from her, reſolued ro giue him a preſent, # 
comming into his chamber with a ſeruant of hers, who carried alirle {teel 
box , ſhe preſently threw herlelfe at: his feer, but he readily raiſed her y 
a2aine, not ſuffering ſhe ſhould ſpeake'one word, til ſhe was ſcared by hi: 
at which time ſhe made this ſpeach,wel obſerued by the Secretary ef 
Bayard: | | 
/ I R, the funour which God bath affoorded me in the taking of this Cizty, by ſendingys 
tnts this houſe , which is wholy yours, bath not been leſſe , then the-preſeruation of the lifsf 
my busband, mine owne , and that of my daughters , with ther honour , which they ought 
eſteeme more pretions then [iſe. Beſides , your people baue lued with ſuch temper beer un 
houſe , thar being not able ro complaine of any miury, 1 haue cauſe for euer to commendthiy 
modeſty, Sir, I am not ſo ignorant of rhe condition, whereunto the nuſery of warre bathnix 
ced vs, as not very wel to ſee , that my husbang, my ſelfe, md chnidren,are your priſonns,6 
Ihat al the goods in the houſe are at your diſcretion, to be diſpoſed of to your liking. - It 
knowing the nobleneſſe of your bart, which is mcomparable, i am come moſt bumlly to bleed Btheir 1; 
Jou , to tuke pitty on your poore captiues , and to vſe vs according to your accuſtomed libnu 
lity. Bebold a pqore p eſent which we offer , entreating it may be acceptable.. In (peakit Mour 
this.ſhe tooke the box out of the hands of her ſeruant , and opened it beforeſſe 
the good Captaine, who ſaw itto be ful of faire Duckets,at which he ſmile 
replying: Madame how many Duckets are there in this bix? The poore woman, wt 
thought this ſmile proceeded from ſome diſcontentment, anſwered: That 
in it but two thouſand fiue hundred; but if you be not ſatisfied we wil find more. Nay Mala 
Teplied the Captaine , I can wel aſſure you,that should you giue me & bundred chooſa 
crownes , you could not doe me ſo much good, as you haue done un the-courteous enterrummit 
I haue bere receined, 1n what place focuer 1 shal remaine , while:God giues me trſe, you M 
baue a Gentleman ready at Jour command, As for your Duckets , | wil none ,1 render 
thanks, take them vp agame. 1 bane euer more eſteemed people of bonaur then crownes 
thinks not, but 1 goe as wel ſatisfied from you , as if this Citty were at your diſpoſprion,# 
Jou thereof had made me a preſent, | bk 
She againe proſtrating herſelfe on her knees, and the Captaine lifting 
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her vp, anſwered : No Sir, T sbould chink_my ſelſe ſor ever the moſt vnhappy woman of the 
weld, if you accept not this preſent, which is nothing in compariſon of the infinit obligations 
Joive to your worch, 'Wel, ſaith he, fince Jou gine it with ſo good a wil , | accept it for your 
ſoke; bur cauſe your daughters to come buber, for I wilbid them farewel. Theſe good crea- 
tures had charitably aſſiſted hinrduring the time ofhis infirmity , in the pre- 
ſence of thelg mother, many times touching thelute,wheronthey played very 
wel, for his recreation, They telat his feer, andtheeldeſt made aſhort ſpeach 
jober mother language , to thanke himfor the preſeruation of their honour. 
The Captaine hearditas it were weeping , forthe ſweetneſſe and humility he 
therin obſerued , and then ſaid: Ladies , you doe that which I ought ro dee, which is 19 
quejou thankes for the many good helps you haue affoarded me, for which 1 find my ſelfe in= 
juitly obliged, Y ou. k row men of my profefiion are not readily furuighed with hanſome tokens 
preſent faire maiden withal : But behold, your good Lady-mothcr bath giuen me two thay- 
lad fue bundred Duck ts ; takeeach of you a thouſand, as my guift; for ſo 1 am reſolued it 
$dbe, Then turning to his hoſtes: Madame, faith he, I wil take theſe five bundred to 
ſelſeto ditribure them among poore Religious women, who haxe beenranſucked; and 1ne- 
qmmend the «harge therof to you ; for you better then any other ynderſtand where there is me- 
«far. At rhis time the Lady touched rothequicke with ſagreat a piety, ſpake 
ewords, couched iu the Hiſtory inanciem language: © flower of Chiualry, to 
whom no other may be compared! our Bleſſed-Sauiour «nd Redeemer teſus-Chriſt , whe for 
ſuners ſuffered death and pajhion, both beer in ths world, ard47 the other, 1eward you, The 
Gentleman of the houfe , who at that time heard the courrely of his gueſt, 
ametothanke him with bended knee \, making. offer of his perſon and:kis 
whole eſtate, The yog Gerlewomen, who were skilful at the needle made him 
apreſent of two bracelets, wouen with thread of gold &:{tluer; and of a purie 
efcrimſon ſattyn , very richly wrought. He very graciouſly recciuing them, 
&ebold, ſaith he, 1 have-more ther cen thouſand crownes: 8. inſtantly he pur the brace- 
kts on his armes,, and the purſe in his pocket , aſſuring them whilſt theſe 
puifts laſted, he would weare them for their ſakes. Therupon he mounted-on 
horſeback , accompanicd with his true freind the Lord D* 4ubigny, and about 
toorthree thouſand men;the Lady. of rhe houſe, the daughters, & the-whole 
=, as bitterly deploring his departure, as ifthey:ſhould haue beenputto 

word, 
; Idemand of you, if the ſtarres were to deſcend trom heauen, whether they 
might find more loue and reſpe& ? Where be theſe ſilly fencers , whoare as 
Ommers of fire 8& bloud, to beare murder, peſtilence, & poyſon into houſes, 
who make the pillars of buildings to tremble with:the force of blaſphemies, 
whoload whole families with-inturies, wounds , and ſcarres., who pil andra- 
telike Harpies, fed-with humane bloud ? Should they doc nothing elſe al 
teirlife, but heap-vpmountaines of gold and filuer, they could-not arriuero 
tleleaft part of-the contentment which this good Captaine enioyed ,, who 
wehr no other recompence from his great actions, but the ſatisfation ofthis , 
onſcience, and the glory to haue done wel. Thus is it, o Noblemen,that harts 
gained, to make a crown of immortality:Thus is Hcauen obliged; &-<carth 
"Fvutary $0-vergues., 


'Diuers kinds of 


'louc, 


, himeuery-where,& cucry-where we feele the ſeruices doneto him hauethel 
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SECTION. VII T 
Againſt ſenſual Toue and impurity. pe 


MAY wel ſay that among al the qualities ofaNy ſl rade 
oleman , there15not any hath a ſweeter odour the i cenc; 
ZF og *<mperance, which, repreſſcth-the voluptuousle, iſ ome 
IFN lures of the body, Letno man+flatter you intheyy; i ofgc 
—22F ſion of loue, as it it were a prime vertue of yourpr, iſ adb 
} IP feſſion, Belicue me, it is the worme which gnawe I both 
(4 al great actions, the moth which cateth al the vigay I ſerua 
7 of ſpirit, theſtaine which defileth althe faireſt ony, I {educ 
ments of life, the-labyrinth which hindreth al gens if om 
rous deſignes, the rocke which weackethal veſſels, the gulfe which deny W Th 
reth bodies andſoulcs. rities 
The wiſe Secretaries of nature haue obſcrued, that al creatures whichhay Mt fore- 
the breath of fire,, haue the tayle of aDragon. Nor likewiſe doe we, euerly iſ #v01 
carnal loue vehemently caflamed, but thar it producethſome-ſerpentine, by. iſ pyo! 
deous, and diſaſterous iflue. I afirme fire penetrateth into the marrow ofth I tainet 
total nature of the vniuerſc, but hath effe&s very different, according tothe ſerver 
ſubie&s wheriw it reſideth. lt otherwiſe ſcorcheth in heauen,otherwiſcio he, I our 
otherwiſe inthe bodicsof beaſts, otherwiſe in ſulphur and gun-powder, and iſ #corc 
ſuch like bodies able toreceiue it's a&tion.It filleth the ſtarres in heaucn wit I tobe v 
2 flame fulof luſtre and honour : It rormenteth the damned-in hel, it enter MW It » 
ncth the life of creatures, it waſtethal bodies dry ar oyly, toreducetheme. i twat 
ther into aſhes or ſmoke. Take my compariſon, and ſay with me, there ue bimſel 
louers who burne as heauen , others as hel, others as bodies wel compeled ten his 
-others as oyle and wood. | | : 

The firſt louers hane the ardours of Heanen, who entertaine chaſt andipii 
tual loue for things diuine. Theſcare pleaſures, which the jealous eye cannt 
.eſpy, the laderous rong cannot bite, bad report is not accuſtomed to defans 
which equals haue no cauſero.enuy, nor can Tyrants, armed with horrourd 
{o many torments , find the meanes how to take it from Martyrs. When wt 

loue God, we find him euery-where, we ſpcake to him eucry-where, weſerit 


= 


recompence. We talke to him as wel :inthe whals belly as in the famiag wg *comn 
nace;witneſſe Ions and the three children , who found Chappels wholy bu tilt of k 
in thc entrails of fiſhes and flames; becauſe the loue of God, the. wileſt archjſ*ed ny 


tc of the world, had framed ſuch for them, . ag gre 
The ſecond louers burne as hel, wholiue perpetually in ſtinking, wicked Mtthro 
infamous concupiſcences, in darke, extraordinary, & deſperate paſſions, wi *Mina 


are inſenſuality as in an abyſle, fettered which a long chaine of ſeruitude,s 
yer hauing any part of the ayre, orlight of the children of God. bh 
The z. are as bodies mixed,who entertaine-coniugal, honeſt, and moderl 
amities,ſuch as arc found in good marriages, which are vſcd according tos 
in al honour and ſanRity. | Ro 
T hoſe of the fourth order enkindle one another,asſo many Litle bodies 
daily miniſter fuelro the fire, waſting ſpirit, feſb, and meanes, in certar 
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aolous and giddy Jones , which after much vie ; make menof vapour, aſhes, C 
and ſ\moke, You now dayes ſhal find that affections purely coniugal are very 
— [|:xrc,andecleſtial loues much more ; but cucry-where there are many men, | 
who burne like hel or pitch. Foure ſorts of 
There are foure forts of lone , which have been great enemies, and ſti) are, 19uc. 
tothe reputation of a good ſoldier: the one is the loue of ſenſuality,the other 
of fantaſy,therhird of ſeruitude, and the tourth of fury, On whar ide ſocuer - 
jouturne your face, aſſure your elfe ,Sir , you ſhal find nothing beautiful in 
this vgly beaſt, 
Loue of ſenſuality , which ſubſiſteth only in voluptuouſnes of body , is a Loue of ſcaſuality 
brutiſh , baſe , and wandring loue, which is euer employed to {py out and 
Ns fl rade for fleſh , hauing no other deſigne, but roſatiare an vaworrhy concupil. 
r they f cence, more vaſarisfied then firegthe abyfle, and hel. If nature had created you © 
Splez ome Muſtapha to grow tar ina Seraglio,and that you had nener heard ſpeach 
he pal of good or honour, it were tollerable : but to ſee a braue ſoldier, wel borne 
r pro. if andbread vp, to paſſe his life in laying ſnares for chaſtity , to ſearch out of 
aweth Wl both ſexes ſuch as make trafike of the.ſinnes ot others, to traine vp a wicked 
vigon If ſervant ro be the mefſenger of your paſſions, to promiſe, ſ{weare, forſweare,to 
ons, MW ſeduce poore forſaken maids , to.caſt them -trom neceſlity into diſgrace, and 
| gene. if om diſgrace into defpaire, how canit be but abomninable? 
Jen, WM Thinke you the earth is made to be repleniſhed with your finnes, and .cha- 
rities to be inſtituted ro ſupport your crimes? lt is idlenefle that ſerues as a 
hhay {© fore-bouſe for your paſſions, & it is. your remiſicnes which doth not ſo much 
verſe  3vouchſate roſecke out aremedy, If you berefolued rolead ſuch alife, giue 
ec, wyourſword , for you diſhonour.it. It is no reaſon that it alone ſhould re. 
ofth, I tainethe virginity , which al your other members haueloſt. You cannot wel 
tothe I rue two miltrefles, Venus and Bellona, ſince they are ſo different, And goe not 
in be © ourto-propoſe to yourſelfe-that Sampſon, Dauid, and Ceſar , made them wel 
r, and I *<cord rogether : belecue me , when they came to be laſciuious they ceaſed: 
a with tbe valiant, 
teri Ml It was neyther with the -looking-glaſſe nor combe of Dalla, that Sampſon 
mep+ lew athouſand Philſtians, but with the 1aw-bone of an afle, Whilſt he preſerued 
re are bimiſelfe from women, he was a ſunne, and a thunder-bolt; a ſunne to enligh- 
paſed, tea his Nation. ,a thunder-bolt to deſtroy the Philiſti«ns. So ſooneas awoman 
had ſhaned him, he of a Sunne became a cole , of athunder-bolt a vapour, and 
«amanalame iade;who from the field of battaile was ſentro mil,no longer 
kuing eyes, but to deplore the diſaſter of his loues with teares of bloud. 
When Daxidin *the liſt ouerthew the Giant, he had not then receiued the. 
Wound from-Bev/abe's eye : But after he had ſeenher at the fountaine, his eyes 
ceaſed not to caſt forth Alouds, and loue dryed vp al his Laurels, that they had 
"7 much adoe to wax green againe in the waterof ſo many teares. Hold ir 
mf ofor vndoubred , that Ceſ@r being in the ſnowes of the Gaules, thought not 
committing adulteries at Rowe; the buſines or watre tooke from him al the. 
at of loue , and neuer did he ſubmit to the imaginations of a beaſt, til here= 
WJ ned no more deſignes worthy ofa man, Voluptuouſnes neuer aceth any 
fling great, bur hath deſtroyed al thar is great. And when God ispleaſed to 
brow Empires, he chooferh ſoldiers who haue chalt hands, tochaſtiſe the 
Wieminare, So Arbaces vanquiſhed Sardanapalus : So Alexander ,who would not 
e vpon Queens, his priſoners , but withancye of chaſtity , defeated the 
nf, bond-ſlaues toluxury : So the Gothes gained the Empire of Rome , as ſaithy 
auany,God being willing to purge the earth , whichthe Komen had defiled, 
ſhe armes of a Nation more chaſt then themſclues,it being reaſonable,that 
"thould enioy their goods, who would haucnoshare in their yices. | 
Jiesthd "The loue of fantaſy is more ſottiſhthen maliciousor ſordid. There be Ca- Loue of fantaſy, 
ainePWMers, who perſwade themſclues they are the braueſt men of their Age,and 
volta! Ladies, who ſometimes loue vapour where it it notto be loucd, m 
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of neceſſity hane lonein ſtore for them. They enter intoſo great vanities, y 


they caſt their affections vpon none but Princefles,or eminent beauries,eftee. 
ming the reſt af the world roo baſe forthe entertainment of their affeRion, 
T hey reſemble thoſe birds of ZXgypr., who wil not build their nefts but Vpog 
Palmes ; nor wil they loue , but in a highplace. Of this quality were Endiniy 
andthe Emperour Cligula., who in the end diſtaſting al the women inthe 
world, transferred the ambition of their lones aboue the ſphere of fire, ſup. 
poſing they were hardy enough to take the moone in marriage. One woyl4 
not belecuethe frenzy of this paſſion , if we had not by experience ſeenmen 


-of moſt baſe extraction, with much contentto entertaine their thoughts ypay 
theloues of the Queene of Antioch and Sicily,tranſporting themſclues with igy, 


whenſocuerit was told them they were:cntred farre into their graciousf;. 
ours. 'Fhis'is it which maketh meſay,that we in two things know the grex, 
neſle of our ſoule, to wit, that it can frame a world to it's knowledge,as God 
hathcreated -one innature ; and can lodge the thoughts in ſo high aplace, 


that the pooreft begger of the world canentertaine affection for the mol 


eminent perſon of the earth. Therich., who doe as it were forbid the ye gf 
elements,canot deny lone, but it is a grofle infirmity to loue out ofthe ſphere 
of your power, that which you canno wore enioy then the moone 1n the hee. 
uens, If we wil loue aloft, let vs louehim who hath made vs. When onceye 
haue paſſed farre into his hart, we ſhal findal the greatnefle of the world much 


If you, my ſoldier,cntertaine theſe fantaſtike loues,I from this preſent wit 


ſend youtothe Strophad 1lands, with thoſe who ſearch-tor the hand of glory, the 
Philoſophers ſtone, and quadratura circuli,and who oft times diſti] the mo 


out of their purſes, with tvatlitle braine which is left them, through the ſame 
limbeck. 

'1 feare you rather haue the loue of ſeruitude, & make a Goddeſle of apiece 
of fleſh, rowhich it is your glory toſacrifice yourliberty , being ſo blind,ss 
to kiſle the ferters of your {lauery,inſtead of breaking them. Verily itisapit- 
tiful thing toſee a man burne in ice, arid congeale intire , hauing thecolour 


wan, the viſage meagre, the eyes hollaw., the cheeks ſunke , the ſpirit giddy, 
' the reaſon-vucolleded, and the hart wholy teaueriſh, forthe loue of a creature 
whoflouteth him. To ſee a man who walketh in his ſolitude , & creepethlite 
a ſpectre, not knowing whether hebe of the number of the ituing or deg; 
who ſpeaketh:, writeth , who prieth., who hopeth , who feareth , laugheth, 
ſigheth, waxeth pale, bluſherh,deſirerh, dereſteth,dicth,riſerh againe, finketh 
into an abyſſe,and then toucherh heauen with a finger, who playeth a Comely 


ofadozen Perſonages in one houre , & paſſeth through morc metamorpholes 
ina day, then Oxidinthree yeares. 

- Oh whata miſerablethiag isit, ſairhthe golden mouth of Conſt«ntinopie,to 
ſecketo beroſted in aſhes, & ſodeſperarely loue a beanty, which is only taire 
in the.fantaſy of afeaueriſh braine , and of whichin a ſhorttime the moſt 
corous wormes wouldſcornero maketheir dunghil! O my ſoldier, let ſuch 
a.frenzy neuer enter into your hart you were better ſerue a Turks or an#+ 
bjan , then ſuch a loue. It is the punais-worme, which bites while ſhe liveth 
and after death maketh her infe&ion tobe felt. Why goe yau about to Ko 
Jatrize a woman ? Haue 'you not flanery enough at home , but you 

needs:ſecke it abroad 2 Withdraw your ſclfe 1n good tyme from this 6p 
tivity , gayne the hauen before'the ſtorme-ſurprize you.;/ for ity 
once be engaged, there is neyther arme nor oare canſerue tobring youb 

2againe. Is it not a comely thing , thinke you, to behold a ſoldier, whohatl 

a {word'by his fide, ableto hew monſters, to ſeck to play the cocks-c00 

inqueſt ofa wily wench, thar exerciſeth the muſt infamous tyravny ouer him 


thateuer was heard of? It is ſaid Omphale tooke the Diademe from _ 
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amed Hercules, and ſer her flippers on his head: That Dionyſuthe Tyrant wrot 
the expeditions of his Kingdome with his hand, and that Mirrhs cancelled or 
themather pleaſure : ThatKing Arbanaricus tyed the firings of Pincia's 
hoes : That Themiſtecles cauſed himſelfe te be purged and let bloud with his 
captiue:Miſtreſſe, He that ſhould ſee al the-follies of theſe entranced lauers, 
might obſcrue an infinit number of matters much more-ſtrange, | 
la ſeruing. a ſcorneful piece, who makes you dye a thouſand tymes a day, 
can oft tymes hope for no other thing bur euer toſcrue, and-if you come 
tothe.cnd-of your pretentions, brag not ſo much; you perhaps haue nothing, 
bur that which ſeruants, or perſons more.vnworthy, haue obteined before 
you, This wel deſerueth indeed to betray your honour , andto commirſuch 
fly aRi6s; but if you open your eyes to.{cethe end of this goodly Ragerplay, 


you ſhal doe as choſe ,who cauſed themſcelues tobe ſhaued when they eſcaped. 


a bjpwracke : you would notlet ſo much as a haire remaine vpon that.yong 
head, which ſuffered it-ſelfe ro rune atliberty after ſuch ſottiſh loues, 


Ifyou plunge. your ſelfe. further into this paſſion, you ſhal find fury, which Loucof fury. 


reth.cords, which mingleth poiſ6s, which ſharpneth ſwords, which openeth 
black caucrnes, which ereccth gibbers, which-kindleth coals , which prepa- 
rethracks , which produceth althat may diſcouer the proceedings of an en- 
rged loue, and which makethanarrow of alcrimes ,.to hit the marke it ay- 
metnar. 

Were Hin your place, Iwould-tearefrom-my hart the fleighteſt cagitations 
which occurre by rhis folly , as cankers, vermine , and ſerpents; and |-would 
tdeon poſt, if it were poſlible, beyond the elements, withpurpole to auoid 
ſachencounters.-Al the braueſt ſoldiers haue-made boaſt of chaſtity. lt was 
the rrophey of Cyrus, to whom God forthis cauſe gaue al the:treaſures of 
ifs: t was the triumphot 41exander, who in recompence had the couquelt of 


the Perfians ; and the Emperour Iuhan, who-made profeſſion to imitate him, al- xghzanus apud Am- 


though he had renounced al the Sacraments , would neuer forſake chaſtity, mianum, 


which he had learned among Chriſtians: ſaying, this vertue made beautifol 
lnes ,asPainters faire faces. But not to ſearch any further into the ruines of 
Antiquity ,looke what our Bayard did ypon this point.: behold an admirable 
pallage, which I wil relate in the ſame wordsas itis expreſſed in his hiſtory. 


They had cauſed a yong maidto be conueyed-into his chamber, which was A Royal a4 of m4- 


meof the faireſt creatures of the world, and indeed fhe was endowed with litary chaſtity, 


aw Agelical grace, but that her eyes were ſwolne with extremity of teares, 
Whenthe C aptaine ſaw her., How xow faire maid, (aith he vnto her, what ſay you? 
Why come you bither > The poore.creature:fel on her knees, and ſaid : Alas Sir , my 
wther bach commanded me I sbould doe what you would baue me ; yet I am 4 virgin , and 
Witr bad 1 any diſpoſition to doe il, were it not necefit) enforced me therunto ; for my mother 
Way ſelfe are ſo poore, that we perish for hunger: and 1 wish to God'l were dead , before [ 
mr iÞis act, or at leaſt that 1 were not m-the-numberof mhappy maids. The nobleLord 
touchedto the quicke with the words of this creature, anſwered her, hauing 
ares in his eyes : Verily , preccy ſoule , 1 wil not be ſo wicked , as to take that from you, 
Wich you ſo fairbfully hawe kept for God, Thereupon he-cauſed her to be veiled, co- 
King her with a mantle , leaſt ſhe might be knowne, he lighted atorch , and 
recommending her to any other, conducted her himſelfe, to reſt inthe 
of his kinſwoman. The next day he (ent for the mother, and ſaid to her:, 
May jou 4 wicked woman to betray the bonour of your daughter , which ought to be-more 
.yato ow then life ? Y ou deſerue.« punishment ſo much the more rigorous, as that I'vn- 
71:09 J0u are 4 Lad: for in doing this, you wrong Nobility.The poore woman wholy 
d, knew not what els to.anſwer,but that they were as poore as might 


comb Elttbere no man, ſaith he, who requires ber in marrigge? Yes truly, ſaith ſhe, an honeſt, 
er MBA, 4 neighbour of mine , but be demanderh fix hundred florens , nd 1 amwet worth the one 


_ 


efir, | 
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Then thebraue Bayard drew out his purſe, and ſaid, Hold , Heer areTVWo buy 


crownes, which are of more value theu fix lundred florens of this countrey , to mary 


aanghtcr wihal, '1 4ade atfo thereunts a lundred more to cloath ber, and a butidred towigy 


Jour pouorty ; but my wal ts you diſpatchitiw three dayes : al which was accord 
.cone with an vnſpeakable ioy of the mother and daughter, which thay 
them line thenceforth very honourably, * 
-O:Nobility , I preſent nor heer vnto you an Hermit , itis a Captaine , iti, 
Frenclſoldier,who was compoſed of no other fleſh, bones,nor bloud,then you 
while uc-in.the meane tyme performerh an a&tofa Religious manthe yg 
mortified:heexerciſeththe liberality of aKing, he equalleth therin , and yy 
wereſurmountcth the heroical deeds of the greateſt Saints. It is true , thay 
Nielas{auecd the honour of virgins , contributing thereunto his gold & filye 
It is truc, that indoing it he generouſly triumphed over the couetouſney o 
temporal goods .: bur he ſerued not inthis action as a triumph to himſelf, 
whichis-verily the choyſeſt piece of eminent vertues. Behold a Caualier,yjy 
' yanquiſheth both auarice and lone , the two moſt dangerous rocks of th 
world. B4yazd commandeth his purſe in a fortunenot the beſt accommiogyey 
which meriteth not the leaſt applauſe; but Bayard commandeth himſelfejny 
Aouriſhing age, in a vigorous body, in preſence of an obie&@ ſo amiable.ſhe, 
ſecch youler vs no longer ſay, that.chaſtity is only found in cloifters , it 
euery-where, where the feare of God is, where generoſity or real vertyei 
What can ſo many wretches anſwer to this, who-hl the world with ſinnes;th 
Nobility with diſgraces, theyr bodies with diſeaſes, their name with inf 
and load ſo many poore abuſed creatures with miſcries and deſpayre? Why 
can ſo many ſpruce Gallants anſwer , who braue ir through the ſtreers, wd 
make oſtents in borrowed feathers , and in habits, ſtanding indebted tothe 
Mecrcerforthe ſtuffe, and to.the poore Taylor tor the faſhion , paying neither 
the one nor other ? True iack-dawes of Eſope , who deſerue that al otherbird 
-.hould aſſemble ropul their plumes off, which they haue ſtolne to entertaine 
their vanity, What wil heer ſo many-glutrons & gameſters anſwer, whoenr 
and rent vp the entrails of men by their bloudy riots? Is it poſlible, that thi 
ſoldier ſhould haue toure hundred crowns, which was then a huge ſomme, ty 
giue in one only almes,and thoſe whoin a brauery.talke of nothing els bury. 
ſtolets, the belly, and game, haue not adenier to throw to a poore body? 

I wil alſo ſhew you an eſſential vertue of your profeſſion , which isactr 
taine mixture of honeſty, tuſtice, and loyalty due to the King , theWeale-pws 
blike, your conſcience,cuentowards your encmicsrhemſclues, inthe example 
of this admirable man, iuſtly called the Capraine without fault. 
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SECTION, VIL 
Againſt the perfidiouſneſſe of mtereſts. 


© HERE is giuento you forthe accompliſhment of theſe good) 
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Q8Þ tars , and.al that which is precious in nature, or magnificent ! 
>) ' Religion ;'to aduance your fortune , without any feare 21 
2A to trample-on the throars of your moſt fairhful freinds, t! 

you may 'goe direaly+ tb the Temple of honour , or rhe riches of t 
world. Poore*niſarf, thinke you 'that to be the ſhorteſt way f 
you neuer learned ., that it you take fidelity out of the world , F 


GoTE & precepts,a great vertue of the tyme, whichis to berray faith, 


aith, M 
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Jownethe principal Alcar of the Temple, theſanQity of humane harts, 
the commerce of men, the repoſe of life, the knot and band of al felicities? 
periury,ſayrch an Oracle, hath aſonnt without nime, feer, orhands, and who 9 
wyandreth vp and downe throughout the world , and cruſheth 4n pieces the RR apud N3- 


heads of the perfidious, cucnto the fourth generation.Youin the ſubſequent * 


diſcourſcs {hal behola.thegoodly ſucceſſes of ſuch proceedings :1 for this 
reſent tc] you,, to ſtrengthen theſe precepts, that were faith and integrity 
baniſhed from the ret of the world, they might be found in the hart of a 
french ſo1dter. | | 
Our excellent B4)ard., from whom I more affe& ſtil troderiue this model 
chea from any other, made it wel appeare in an affaire, wherethe life of the 
poſt eminenc man of rhe Church was interefſed He was at that time in Italy, 
{ne by the King to aſſiſt the Duke of Ferrara againſt the army of Pope lklms, 
then much oppoſite ro Fraxce. alrhough ſo many other worthy Popes hattily 
loved our Nation.Seethe caaſe, why.heſent tothe Duke one Mounſicur Augu- 
in Gerlo, a Gentleman of A1laz,a traitour, and fatious ,toperſwade him ro 
forſake the French alliance, with intention to deſtroy them ,.& that in recom- 
che would giue him his neece in marriage, and make him Caprtaine 
Generatof the Church, This Prince would not in any wiſe vnderſtang him, 
but he handled the matter-o by his policy and aduantagions.promitſſes, that 
hegained this Auguſtine, who gaye him his hand, that he in few dayes would 
detroyrhe Pope, by the help of a mifchicuous morſel,, which he couldeafily 
sive him. The Duke of Ferrars vnderſtanding theſe propoſitions, went to 
Fa out the noble Bayard 1n his lodging, and made along diſcourſe to him of 
theenil diſpoſition of Pope Iulius, and the enterpriſes he had, bothon his life, 
and of the Frenchmen, of purpoſe to enkindle him for revenge. Thenhe/pur- 


ſued his opportunity, and made ouerture to him of the treaſon of this wicked: 


Gerlo. Bayard beheld him,and ſaid: How Sir? I could newer haue magined that 8 Prince 
ſogmeraus as you. would.conſent to ſuch a-miſe bieſe.: and had yeu doneut , 1 ſweare by my 
fone, before might 1 oma bane giuen the Pope nottce of tt. How? anſwered the Duke, 
k would hate done 45 much either to you or me, It 1s no matter, replyeth Bayard , this 
muchery drſpleaſeth me, T he Duke ſhrug'd vp his ſhoulders, and pitting onthe 
ground, Mounfieur Bayard , ſayth he, | would 1 bad killed al mine enemies in this ſort: 
but ſince you d+ſik.g it , the matter 5þ4l reſt , and you and 1 both may haut cauſe to repent it. 
Weehal nor if ir pleaſe God ;replyethithe good ſoldier, but 1 pray you pat this gallant 
atom) bands., that would doe this goodly piece of ſeruice; and if I doe 410t cauſe him to bs 
dnged m an howre,let me ſupply bis place. The other excuſed it, ſaying he had giuen 
himaſſurance of his perſon. | | 
Behold you not a braue ſpirit? See you not a man of a Royal conſcience, 
andof an honeſty in al things like'to it-ſelfe 2 Wherg are theſe petty ſpirits 
#fthe abyſſe, more blacke then ſpeRers & infernal furies , who haue neither 
loyalty for their Prince nor Common-wealth, bur as it may-concerne their 
owne intereſts, who ſwallow treaſons as big as cammels, to gayne a fiy? 
'They would make truth ir-ſelfe tolye, were not their iſſues cuer tragical, 
®aninable,and hydeous, F | 
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SECTION. IX 
Short. and wotable Inſftruftions, 


AY ſoldier, follow the precepts, which the great $. 4ugfix 
W gaueto Captaine. Benjface, Obſerue faith and-vertue. in Ar 
a mes, which neuer wil be, proſperous on earth, if they beng 
=] & fortified with bleſſings from Heauen.Beg of.God,with Dari, 
® to deliuer youfrom your neceſlities, which. are your, paſſg; 
he doth. nothing to .oucrcome viſible .enemies, that hay 
. power ouer bodies ,.who ſurmounteth. not the inuifible, bandied againſtthe 
' health of ourſoules. . Make vſc of the world, as a thing burrowed; doe gog 
-with it's goods, and become not bad, They are goods,fince they come fron 
God, who extendeth his power ouer al things both celeſtial and tempory 

They are goods, fince God giues the to good men; but they are not allogrex 
-goods , ſince he affoords them to the wicked, He takes them away fromthe 
vertuous, totry their.vertue, and fromthe peruerſe,to.chaſtiſe cheir crime, 
It istrue, ſtrength, health; viory, honour , wealth,are indifferently.thepor. 
-tionof al men;but.conqueſt ouer paſſions, vertues,ſaluation of ſoule, immor- 
tality.of body, glory, hoyour, beatitude,are the p:oper inheritance. of Saint, 
Love theſe goods,deſire them, ſeeke them with al your endeauour,doe almes 


.deeds to getthetw, faſt as much. as your forces wilpermit : al hcer below pal 


ſeth away but good workes. 
Thinke when you goe to the warres., that the-ſtrength of your body is4 
guifr of God , and thar it is not-fit ro arme againſt your Soueraigne Maſters 


proper benefits. Keep. promiſe, enen with.your enemies , make peace ith 


al the world voluntarily, & warre for neceſſity to acquire the good of peace, 
Be peaceful cuen in Armes, for ſuch men are called the.childrea of God, Ifit 
be neceſſary to kil an enemy. in fight , let mercy be alwaies.exerciſcd in the 
latter end. of the.combat, principally when there is no further teare of rebel. 


lion. Adorne.your manners with.coniugal chaſtity, ſobriety, and modeſty,ltis 


aridiculous thing to conquer men, and be yanquiſhed by vices; to eſcapethe 


ſword, and be ouerthrowne by wine, If you want meanes, ſeeke irnotou 


earth by wicked practiſes, but ſecure rather in heauen that litle you haue, by 
the exerciſe of good workes. 
Fly theſe rockes of Nobility , which we have hitherto ſpoken againk ,and 
aboue al bridle preſumption,choller,the tongue, and ſen{ualiry. 
\They are ſlaues, who cannot keep in the meane, between ſeruitude.& ev 


:Pire, whereeither chaiges muſt be. had to.Maſter them , or a Throne creed 


to honour them. Preſumption, if you affoord it entrance, wil make you of 4 


man abaloon filled with wind, a ſcar-crow of honour, a temerariousthing 


void of courage, an-vndertaker withoutſucceſſe,a phiraſtike without ſhame, 
which inthe end.ſhal become burdenſameto ir-ſelfe, and odious to al the 
warld. Choller and folly are two fiſters , which haue in al things the ſame 
qudlities; or if there be any difference, it is, that the one with more fury mt 
keth hanock in an-inſtanr,and the other produceth her effe&s with more le 
ſure.and cheertulnes: whilſt you areſubie& to this paſſion,no man can con- 
fidein.you in matter of tudgemert,no more thento wether-cocks in the point 
.of {tabHity:you wil haue al other vices inſeed,and perpetually liuein the for» 


row of time paſt , diſturbance of the preſent ,and vncertainty -of the _ 
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. Þ 4 for the rongue, it is that which conteineth al the good or euil of man: It 

theneedle of the great dial of the ſoule, that muſt ſhew al the howers. tt 
«the erucheman of our thoughts, the image of our actions, the interpreter 
of our wils, and the principal key of conuerſation. He that wil now adayes liuewn 
the world, ſay ch the famous S, Nazianzen, muſt bane a veile ouer his ejes, a ke) on bis Nazianz, in Jams 
urs compalſe on his lips. A veile oxer bis eyes , not to ſee, or inſecing ro difſemble bicts, 
naoy things ; 4 key 0n his eares, to ſhut them vp againſt ſo many follyes and 
ordures , which proceed from bad muuths : and a compaſſe on the lips , to 
meaſure and ſquare out al his words with diſcretion. So many ſecrets vnne- 

in ceſlarily diſcouered , ſo many infamous ſlauders, fo many inconſiderate 
tes, ſo many friuolous promiſles, ſo many impudent lyes, ſuch periuries 

2nd execrable blaſphemies, ſo many diſaſters which oft happen for a ſleight 

Dail, ſpeach, dayly teach vs, that words have no handles to hold thentby ,and 

ſg: MY better it is to trip with the foot then the tongue. 

Senſyality , if you powerfully reſiſt it not from the firſt refle&ions which 

the Ml reaſon may preſent, wil make you a thing of nothing. The three ſpirits, wine, 

loue, and game , wil fetter you with a prodigious ſlayery, You wil become 

;living ſepulcher, a tomb of ſurfers and flaughters, a gulte of calumnies, a 

n-ere hobgoblin without repoſe, which ſhal continually kandle cards and 

dice, to bercaue you of your purſe and vaderſtanding, ſo to make a ſpoile 

nthe Ml of your goods, a trenzy of yourreaſon, anda perpetual feauer of your life, 

mes, M Your condition ought not to make yon pretend power quer men, if you 

por- ſeaſonably enrerprize it not ouer your owne paſſions. Beware how you enter 

nor. MY intothe 1iſt among ſo many noble ſpirits.,there to diſconer your weak- 

ints, WI nefle , and to adde nothing ro the luſtre of the honour of ſo many, wor- © 

mes WY thy Anceſtours, but to render your owne crimes the more remarkable. 

pal. I She your ſelfe herein a reaſonable man, andendeauour that al your ations 

' E =xybeas lines, which grow from the center of wiſiome, to be produced 
is2 © vithal feJicity. Remember things paſt , re&ify the preſent, forcſce thoſe to 
ters © come. Aboue al,learne to ſet a truecſtimation vpon every thing in the world, 
with {and ſuffer not your ſelfe to be ſurprized by the illuſions of ſo many obieds, 
ace, © which when they haue charmed the eyes, and ouerthrowne reaſon, Jeaue no= 
Ifir _— them , but ſorrow to haue done 11, and impotency of doing 
the = VG! 
bel. | - In converſation take the meaſure of your ſelfe, and the like of thoſe with 
Tris © whom you deale, to husband and accommodate your ſelfe reaſonably to al 
che © ie world; yealding to cuery-one the reſpe& which his merit ſeemes to 
ton © Fequire, The exerciſe of deuotion wil not hinder you from the endeauour 
by bow to become an able man in your profeſſion, from being honeſt, ciuil, diſ- 

eer, affable, liberal,obliging,ſtourt, couragious, patient,which are the prin- 
and | <Palqualiries of a Courtier, 

- !t isnordefired, that to be denout, you ſhould have aſpirit drowzy, ſlug- 
em- || 8h, ouerwhelmed, nor that through ouer-much ſimplicity you make pro- 
Aed © fiſion of your ſelfe, in an Age, where bounty ſeemeth to be the prey of inſo- 
of 4 | (*1tfpirits. Wiſdome wil teach you neyther to intrude nor powre out your 
hing lelfe;to diſſemble through vertue that which ought to be concealed ; to 
me, | apt your (elſe to companies and affaires,to belieuc nothing lightly ,nor to 

the ©} Promiſe nor decide any thing without conſideration; to perſeuer in certaine 
ame things not 1], becauſe you haue begun them; not to be harſh, nor too much 
mz | ®Plying, ſince the one taſteth of brutiſhnes, the other inclines to flattery.To 
lea | P'®poſeroyour ſelfe the good & euil, which may ariſe fro an affaire,to mode- 
con- | "&ethe ore, & tollerate the other, Aboue al honour the King next afterGod, 
oint | ®theſource of al greatnes,andthe fountaine of the moſt noblelights, which 
for- || "fic on Nobiliry, Honour him with perfound reſpeR, as the liuely Image 
ure. þ of God. 
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of God. Loue him ſincerely, ſerue him with al fidelity. If you be employs 
in affaires and gonernments , endeauour to perſiſt therin with conſcience 
and honour, which are the two manſions of a great ſoule. If youhay 
merit without employment and recompence, {ay not therfore ther al is1o 
It is a good bufſines to be wel atteſt, to manure your ſpirit, ro-enable you 
ſelfe with reading & peaceable- conuerſation,to gouerne your houſe, Learne 
nothing , but whar you ought to know, Search that onely which Youmy 
profitably find ; defire nothing , but what you may honourably wiſh fy, 
And be not conceited to-run abtera ſpectre of imaginary fauour , nory 
mount to a place, where you cannot ſtay] without feare , nor fal withqy 
ruine, 

So many great Monarchs, ſo many Princes, Lords,and valorous men,yjg 
are come from Courts and the profeſſion of armies, toenter into the Temple 
of piety , aſſure vs, this lite is capable of Saints , and that no-man ought tg 
deſpaire of vertue, but he who renounceth 1t, If the breuity of this Treat 
would permit, | would willingly ſer before you, 4 Daxid, 4 lofias , anErerl, 
4 Charlematgne , a S. Lewis, 4 Hermingildes , a-Henxy , 4 Stephen , a Caſimire , a Guaſre)if 
Boutllon, a Wenceſlaus,@n Edward, an Elzear,an Amideus :1 would make youſcefluy, 
riſhing Squadrons of Martyrs, drawne from warfare, amongſt which yy 
would admire a Mauſce , an Exuperius , a Sebaſtian, a Marius , 4 Mennas ,an Olymjis 
des, a Meliton , 4 Leontius, 4 Maximus, a Inlian, an Abdon, a Sennen , a Valens, a Priſcy s 
Marcellus , a Marcellus, 4 Seuerinus., 4 Philoromus , a Philoftemon , and fo many fuch 
1ike, Finally,I would ſhew in the latter Ages men worthy of al honour, emi. 
-nentin armes,and enobled with fingular piety ; but now.content myſelfeto 
draw4rom Esuſcbiws, Theodoret , Nicephorus, Zoximus , Socrates , Soxomenus , Cedreny 
and aboue al Cardinal Baronius, the life of Great Conſtantine, who hath ber 
the very prime man amongſt Chriftian Princes, and hath witneſſed, eſpecialy 
after his Baptiſme, a maſculine piety,and a great example of ſanRity, 
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CONSTANTINE. 


SECTION. 'L 


The proudence of God ouer (onflantine.. 
, : 
W121 ſhew toChriſtian Nobility it's ſource inthe - 
life of the prime Gentlemanot Chriſtianiry, If we . 
reſpe& antiquity,, greatnes ,and dignity,we ſhal not 
find a Privice eyther more anciently noblethen h 
who firſt of al among, Emperours deſcrued the title 
of Chriſtian, -or more rruly great then he ,who ſo hap. 
pily engraffed the Empireof the vniuerſc on the tree 
of the Crofle ; or more iuſtly. honourable then he, 
a who cimented bis honour with the bloud of the ; 
lh, }c-15che admirable Conflantine, who ſoperiedly allied valour-topjety, Greatnes. of Cone 
agchy to humility , the wiſdome of the Croffe to the gouernement ek Naming, 4 
ind; the nailes and thornss of the paſſion, to the Diademe of Kings and de- 
ves ofthe Court, thar he hath left matter of meditation for'the wiſe, of . 
Sw for Religious, of imitation for Monarches, and of wonder for:thoſe+ . 
| Sinboadmire- nothing vulgar, | | 35 04 14 88 
\ F hold a merueylous Theater of the prouidence of God, wherewns Finer of he dis | 
Wewillingly inuite al thoſe ſpirirs, repleat with humane policy, and de- tine Prouidence, 
tof heauenly Maximes, who are onely great by the greatnefle of _ 
toſce how the breath of God demoliſherth the Towers of Babel;torai 
wales of $501, how the ſubtil are ſurprizedin their ſubtilicy,how the ſciences 
Waen becometh blind is it's proper lights, how the vigour of the world is * 
ae by it's owne hads, how ſtability is ouerturned by the ſupports # choo« 
th, how the ſpirit of fleſh at, vnawares contributeth ro plaot the Grofſe on 
ke topof Capitols and heads of Monarches , bythe fame-wayeswherwithit . 
komiſed to onercloygs them with darkenes and abyfles,- -- A 2 
theer produce a Conflantive:, bred vp very yong 1n the Court of -Divclerien; 
d an intention to become aſcourge to Chriſtianity:bur God furpfized 
therin,as Moyes in the Court of Pharao,to ſtop the ſtreame ot perſecution, 
luc the rempeſts ef thety me, confound Idols, andraiſcthe Chuvroh'or 
wines of Gentiliſme, | 7,05 OFT] of 
leader , ſtay alicle on the fromtilpice of thishiſtory , andbehol@howthe: | 
Wal prouidenceled this, yong Conſtantine by: the hand, like another r Gori Ifay. 49. 
bmble the Great- ones of the earth before his face,and to giue hitvhidden 
lures; totake from him'ſo many barres and/impediments, ro-opeit for 
© Homany gatesof iron, and to cauſe ſomany Kings toturnetheir faces and. 
F od him their place\. 0010 0 
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The ſtate of the 
Church vndcr 


Djzocletian, 


 Maxentizs, ſonne of Maximian,violently drew vpon himſclfethe Purple by maige 


taken away, o Emperour, let the Chriſtians be rooted out, Then was thetime 
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There was at that tyme twelue heads, which already er wore the dy 
deme , or thought-rhemſclues capable of it. Diocletian and Maximeian held the 
higheſt place : They had choſen for Succeſſours Gaterius and Conftantins Clyy 
father of our Corftantine.Galerins had made two other Ceſars, Severn. & Maxoming 


force. Lycnizs furiouſly oppoſed him to gaine it, Conftantiw, Dalmatias,H 
brochers of Conftantine by the fathers fide, beheldthis goodly game, and migh 
wel hope to haue ſome part therin , as being legitimate fonnes of Thewn, 
whom Conſtantixe Clorus had eſpouſed when he reieRed S. Helena, Conſtantine ſyy 
' bimſelfe the furtheſt off , through the diſgrace of his mother , yer did they. 
nointment of God make chaice of him, diſperſing al the reſt by ſuch and 
diucrs wayes, as we hal afterwatd behold, to place him in thethrone, g 
abſolute and independent, and to eſtabl;ſh him with a long continuancegf 
yeares, and a large poſterity, had it purſued the way which he traced,  _, 

Conſider what then was the ſtate of the Church, and view the wouderggf 
the powerful hand of God, Diocletian had vndertaken toraze from them 
of men the nameof Chriſtianity; and being an impericus man, who wouldy 
itwere that the Heauens and elements ſhould obſerueno other courſe but xe. 
cording to his wil , and engaged very farre inthis aftaire, bare himlelfe yg 
ſuchexceſle of cruelty, that for about three hundred yeares that the Chriſti 
were perſecuted, there had nothing been ſeen like the perſecution raiſed vnder 
his Empire. 

Then was the time, when in ful aſſembly of publike games, which ord. 
narily were preſented at Reme , the cryes of an innumerable multitude wer 
heard , whotoflatter the deſigne of the Prince, lowdly proclaimed rwoand 
twenty ry mes; Chriſtiani tollantar, Augafte, Chr:ftiant tollantur , Ler the Chriſtiansbe 


that dreadful Edicts of perſecution were afhxed on euery place,thar theearth 
was coucred with bloud and maſſacres , andſ}aughters diſperſed as it werein 
al the parts of the habitable world, Chriſtians were accounted as the dregsof 
mankind, the ſcorne of the-carth , and obie& of al cruelrties. Some were {hat 
VP in caues, notdaring to appeare in publike. excluded from commerceand 
ſociety of men, depriued of neceſſities, which nature would haue to be com- 
mon to al the world, they not being permitted to draw water from wels,orto 
buy a handful of herbs in the marker, vnles they preſented incenſe toldols, 
purpoſly fixed-in publike places. Others crept vp-and downe in the deſert, 
among wild beaſts, ſometimes roaſted withheat of ſummer , and ſometimes 
congealed with cold of winter, tearingvp with their nailes the graſle, which 
they mingled wirh their teares before they eate 1r, Others were led into 
T heaters, Amphitheaters, and Tribunals of Tudges, where old men of foure- 
{coreand an hundred yeqres of age were ſeen. Ladies very honourable,mok 
tender maidens, & litle children, brought intotheflaying houle,thereto dye, 
before they knew what it was to line. | 
Al the tortures which the Bufiris and Mexentiwes knew not, were then inuen- 

ted, and exercifed on the bodies of Chriſtians .:. there was ro ſpeach buto! 
racks, combes of iron, moulcenlead , boiling cauldrons ; bur how tocrult 
men vnder preſſes, as inthetimeof vintage ; but of ſhurting bodies vp inn 
ſels, armed within with counterporntcd nayles , and roulingthem in thisms- 
uing priſon downethe deſcent of hils; but of annointing them with oyle 
honey , and expoſing then to waſps, in the boiling ardours of the ſunne; bit 
ofhanging women by the feet intheir nakednes , toſerue as a ſpectacle id 
luſtful eyes. 

_ Itis not credible ſuch horrours could enter intothe harts of men, withotF:p; 
ſome particular impreflion of maligne ſpirits ; yet Dioclerian thought tt WS 


great poinr of ſ{tate,and thetrue meanes irrecouerably to baniſh —_" 
| | e010 
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\ Behokdthe cauſe why he ſpared none, yea not pardoning cuen his neece 
»4, nor his wife Serens, whom he cauſcd to feele the edge of the ſword for 
grofeſling Chriſtianity, lt was defired the Martyrs ſhould be numbred, but 


this was impoſſible, for when it appeared that one month reckoned vp ſeuene 


teen thouſand, and the reft carried the like proportion, the Chriſtians prepa- 
redtheſe!ues rather to dye then to keepany further record of them. The Em- 
perour alſo cauſed al holy books to be exactly ſought our, tocommir them to 
the flames, thinking 1t was a fingular policy to fuppreſle our Religion : but it 
zathing extremely prodigious, and aninuincible argument of the Diuinity 
gfour faith , that notwithſtanding al theſe endeauours, the Church was like 
the burning buſh, which deriued glory from it's proper flames. She increaſed 
widerthe ſword of perſecution , borrowing her ornaments from ignominy, 
hexriches from loſſes , and lite from her tomb. It ſeemed that euery drop of 
bloud which diſtilled from the bodies of Martyrs , was a graine of ſeed to 
wake otners ſpring, which in the end wearied executioners, blunted the edge 


of fwords, wore out al the inſtruments of torture, yer was Dicclerian for althis 
? 


aothing mollifed. 


- Aman would wonder, from whence he ſhould conceine ſuch hatred againſt Conditions. of 


Chriſtianity : but he that wil conſider his nature and ordinary proceedings, 
a find, that befides the ſuggeſtions of Kel, he had inclinations diſpoſed to 
fa<crueltics. He was borne of very baſe birth, nurſed vp in bloud , addied 
totheReligion of the Gentiles , ſo farre as to make himſelfe the moſt ſuper- 
titiqus. Whilft he aboad in France, asyet a yong ſoldier, a Druid who much in- 

termedled with d1tuination, foretold nim he ſhould ariue at the Empire, when 
be had killed the fatal bore, He being of a ſpiric ambitious and credulous, 
went pnrpoſly on hunting, and ordinarily chaſed bores, to ſee if a Crowne 
would ſpring trom their bloud. Burtthat was not it, which the euil ſpirit pre 

tended, There was at the Court a Lord, named Aper,as much to ſay as thebore, 
{aher-in-Jaw to the Emperour Numerianu, a man powerful and factious, who 
ater ſome yeares poſſeſſed himfſclte of the Kowgn Empire by crime and tre- 

chery, Dioclerian aduenturedto kilhim, not fo much for hatred, as be ſaid, as 

for defire to fulfil the propheſy of the Druid , and he hauing thurlt his ſword 

trough his body , being already ariued tothe higheſt degrees of wartare, and 
wmlbcloued of the ſoldiers, was proclaimed Emperour. This ele&ion made 

lie-preatly eſteeme the falſe Religion of Pagans, and to take deep roots in his 
kperſtition; which was much augmented by the Prieſts of Idols, mortal ene- 
miesof Chriſtians, who perſuaded him, the Gods that had giuen him the Em- 
pre, demanded of him in requital the extirpation of Chriſtianity,apd thar his 
hand was fatal to cut and-burne the heads of the Hydra, which his Predeceſ- 
ours could never deſtroy. This affoorded him matter of vanity , which he 
very eaſily apprehended, and it being alſo foftly whiſpered in hiseares , that 
the Chriſtians had a plot vpon his eſtate , and promiſed themſelues .in their 
fophecics an cuerlaſting Empire, he grew moody cuento rage, employing 
almanner of engines to gtuc counterpoize to their exaltation. Beſides, he 
deing cuer defirous to appeare exactly abſolute in his commands, and effe= 
Gual in his enterprizes , thought he muſt neuer giue ouer perſecution, til he 
lad buried the memory of the Chriſtian name ; and he voluntarily ſuffered 
timſelfe ſoto be flattered vpon this ſubie& ,, that no man could dae a thing 
moreacceptable, then to te] hinrhe had extinguiſhed the wicked {e&, & eft2- 
dliſhed the honour of the Gods immortal. Columnes alſo and monumerrs 
wetededicated to im with this infcription: SYPERSTITIONE CHRI- 
STIVBIQVE DELETA , which witnefſcd, theſe honours were yealded 


-bim, for hauing thronghly purged the world from the ſuperſtition of Chriſt: 


bur his conſcience ſuggeſted the contrary , wherwith his ſpirit, fierce, and 
Cruel, was horribly amazed. 
: N 2 O God! 


'H 


Reafons, 


He leausth Em ire 
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O Goll ! we may wel ſay , there is neyther force not counſel Canoppote 


your Ceſignes: your divine Providence, ſhut vp in a cloud , roareth oye 
crowned heads, ina moment orerthroweth the mountaines of wines,which 
the Tyrants rayfed,one vpon another, & makesthe filly wiſdome oftheprez, 
teſt politicians, appearelike ag owle vnteathered, and aſhamed at the rayegy 
the midday. 

Diecletsan , who was reputedthe ſubrileſt , and moſtcouragious man of th, 
world, vpon a ſudgainereſolued to forſake the Empire; and to hide himſelf 
in ſome gror, like a beaft, timerous and wretched. Re abandoneththe (C-pter 
and purple, roretire himſclfc into a litle country-houſe, and with his oy; 
hands to manure a garden. 

Fhis gane matrer enough of ſurmiſe to-al the world , which could not pe. 
netrare his intentions: It wasbelieued by no man, that he didit tor humili 
for theſe apprehenſions found no place inthe hart ofa man, who cauſedhin. 
ſclfero be adored, and preſented/his fhoes,embrodered with precious ſtones 
tobe kifſedby them, who came to ſalute him, He notwithſtanding publikeh 
profeſſed, that he addicted him ſclfeto this life through a generous contem 
of the vanities of the world, being fully ſatiated with honours of the earthy 
haning accompliſhed al-the hopes of the moſt ambirious; that he knew why 
The fortune of the Ceſars was , and that Diadems were charged with mor 
chornes then pearles;that there was bur one way to eotentment of life, which 
was todeſpiſe what others adored :-and purſuing this , he wrot 2 letter to; 
freind ofhis, who perſwaded him to reafſume the Empire : 1f you ſaw theletiy, 

which grow im my Garden , planted with-mine owne hands , you would think me too Lou 
Gardener, ro become a miſerable Emperour. | 

This man would needs play the Philoſopher, which he had neuer learned, 
and endeauour to colour this change which he had made, with apparencesof 
vertue; burthe moſt vnderſtanding iudged it was the diſeaſe of Ton , andz, 
melancholy enraged , that had tranſported him 1nto this retirement. Hewy, 
extremely confounded,to haue drawne bloud out of althe veines of theearth, 
to {tifle a Retigion which flouriſhed init's proper ruines, It ſeemed vnto hin, 
that a million of ſpirits of the dead, encompatfed/his bed, to-require from him 
an account of their liues:he began to apprehend ſome-thing diuine inthis Re. 
ligion, which he had ſo outragiouſly perſecuted, & withalto feare a horrible 
puniſhment in the reuolution of the affaires of his eſtate, Behold the cauſe 
why defpaire, anxiety , and eminent peril, made him voluntarily todeſpoile 

himſclte, as a man ready to be drowned , belieuing {til , that he ſhould hauez 
better penny-worth of the puniſhments of Heaven, in the perſon of a Garde. 
ner, then inthat of an Emperour, He anticipared his paniſhment, ſeruing or 
exccutioner to himſelfe , and Ieauing an Empire, which ſeemed as it wereas 
faſt tyed ro him as his foule , ro make being yet altue an honourable recom. 
pence to the truth , which he had ſo vnworrhily offended. He perſuaced Me 
x1mianus, pertaker of al his crimes, to be alſo the companion of his fortune, & 
both of them retired, leaving in their places Galeriurand Conftantius , the father 
of our Conſtantine ; ignorantly giuing the Empire to him , who had already 
brought forth a ſonne, who {hould ruine althat which theſe two had built. 

Let vs now behold his extra&ion and qualiries , beginning from theem 

nencies of his birth; and let vs find in his time the wicked Hermit inthe bot- 


tome of his caue. 
, 
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f the The N obility of Conſtantine, 


Dwne > A J T is faid when nature made the wild lilly , ſhe alſo PliniusCipanillas 


WV; | 5 XC. raught how to make lillies : and I may ſay , when ſhe R#dimentum nawwre 
TI £4 @ J created the grand-fathers and parents of great Con- #% f4cere d/cenin, | 


Ones, J Monarch, whoſe life we write. 
ikeh Je> Nazarius obſerueth, that he was deſcended from Nobility of Cone 
empt » 27 the Emperour Flauiz Claudius, a Prince ſo renowned, fantins: 


th, N > STS that it was ſaid the moderation of Auguſtu Ceſar , the 
what WO vertue of Traian,and piety of Antozinus were aſſembled rogerher, ro harbour in 
more W his harr, He ſuſtained one of the molt furious incurſios of Barbarians , which 
vhich WW ever was vpon the Romance Empire , for he in one ſole battaile defeated three I 
't02 WM hundrei and twenty thouſand , and deſerucd a ſtarue of gold , which was ere- 
exe, WW &ed for him in the Capitol, hauing raigned onely two yeares. 
gue Conſtantius Clorus the father of our great Conſtantine, was as the roſe amongſt 
thornes ; for he liued among thoſe Barbarous Emperours, who made the 
rned, W world ſhed teares of bloud , with ſo great ſweetnes, temper, and continency, 
zeSof MW that France and England, where he ordinarily reſided, loued him as their Father, 
ande; WW That which gained him the good wil of people, was, that he rendred himſelfe 
ew f zfableto al the world , and thought no treaſure greater then the loue and at= 
arth, W {e&ion of his ſubie&s. He was a capital enemy otextorſions,and leuiesof vn. Notable noderas 
bin, F jt moneyes, cuen tothe leſſening rather the traine ot his houſe, thenro ouer. £9912 Conltarius, 
 him| charge thoſe, which other Gouernours had oft times ſo il entreated. 
Hebeing as yet but nominated for the Empire, Dioclerian vnderſtanding hig Euſcbius, 
rible deportments, whether he would teach him frugality , or that he feared lelt the 
cauſe bright luſtre of che integrity of Conſtantius might ecclypſe him,one day reproa- 
polle FI ched him with his pouerty , and ſent Embaſſadours to him expreſly ro ſee his 
aues  husbandry, and exhort him to heap vp treaſures , as wel as other Ceſars. He Excellent paſſage; 
arde- WF defirous to appeare magnificent at this meeting , ſpake but one word , which 
glor Y n2s10 giuethe people notice , he wanted money, It was a pleaſing ſpecacle 
1044 Bf tobchold, how al the world ranne to him with ful hands, euery-one offering 
cOM- & him what he had, with a loue ſo cordial, and ſo prompt alacrity, thatnothing | 
d Ma- might be ſaid to be more affeRionate. He 1n few houres amaſſed rogether A judicious cxpes 
ne, & great treaſures, which he ſhewed to theſe Embaſſadours of Dvccletian , who riment, 
were much amazed therat.But the braue Prince atter their departure,reſtored 
eady Ml had been preſented vnto him, ſaying , he loued betrer to ſee riches in the 
C coffers of his ſubie&s, and to retaine their loues for himſelfe, rhento haue al 
the treaſures of the Ixdies in his houſe, without freindſhip. 
Itwas werily a faire and generous lefſon , which he taught the great-ones 
ofthe earth, who through exceſle of auarice heap together al that, which they 
mult forſake , and in great aboundance of wealth haue a maine want of two 
things, which ought to be eternal, to wit, loue and truth, 
Conſtentius did al this by wayes of moral vertues : for although he had very 
[IONY good inclinations to Chriſtianity, he was no Chriſtian by profeſſion, being as 
yet ſtrairly aſſociated to the grear perſecurours thereof: yet becauſe the acci- 
G&ntsof time and place might permir it, he freely made vie of Chriſtian Ot- 


N ; ficers, 
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ficers, iudging thoſe would be moſt loyal in his ſeruice, who were moſt 

ſtant in piety. Andtothis purpoſe Euſeb1u addeth , that he being one day def, 
rous to maketrial of the faith of Chriſtians which were of his traine, cg, 
manded them ro ſacrifice to Idols;which the moſt faithful conſtantly refuſe 
reſolving rather to forſake Court and life, thento be traitours to the cha! 


To be faithful to er of their Religion. Others yealding tothe ftreame of the times and hy 
Omg _—_— of worldly fauours, ſhewed theſelues ſomewhat more pliant to his wil, which 
+ ad; wa hauing perceiued diſmiſſed them al; ſuppoſing they might wel be perg, 
dious to their Prince,fince they had been diſloyalto their God. And as forth, 
reſt hauing highly commended them , he affoorded them extraordinary yi. 
ferment. 
Melcna, One would wonder from whence ſuch fincere affe&tions ſhould ariſe,inf 


11 education as he found among Perſecutours of the taith, Bur tor my pare, j 
thinke we ought to impute this change, next after God, to the holy andcqy. 
ragious Helens, whom he eſpouſed in his firſt marriage, and who was mother 
of our admirable Conſtantine. This incomparable Lady , rhat ſought the Croſ 
with more induſtry, then others doe Empires, hath engrauien her praiſes, with 
an adamantine pen,in the memory of al Ages, It is ſtrange why certaine mg. 
derne Gracians , as Nicephorws and others , haue been ſodefirous to attribute 
Greece this creature,fo that ſtriuing to make her a Grecian, they have madehe 
an out-ca(t.] haue nor ſo much leaſure in this treatiſe , as to amuſe my ſelfejq 
recounting and refuting their fabylous narrations, being naturally an cneny 
of men affeftedly eloquent , who haue no other proteſſion but to lye ingoo 
Tris the opinion of EcrMes. I ſpeake that which is the more probable, agrecing with what is writ. 
Polidorus lib. 10. ten by Cardinal Baronius , whoſe opinions are ordinarily moſt ſincere. Helm, 
Of Radulph, inhis was an Englizh woman by Nation, daughter of one of the beſt qualified mengf 
Polychron. y 4- thisgreat land, who lodged in his houſe the Lieutenant of the Koman Empire, 
SR... of. Zoſimws the hiftorian, who could neyther louc Conſtantine nor his mother, mor. 
Onufr.in the Trea- tally hating Chrzſtianity , reproacheth her , that ſhe was no Lady , and fpez. 
tife of RomanEm- keth as of a woman of baſe extraction : but we may wel ſay , that his hiſtay, 
perours,Of Harpſ= yyhen he ſpeaketh of faithful Princes, hath mingled much gal with hisinke, 
feldiusintushl@ Cerraine itis, that Helena being a ſtranger, could not be in the Rowan Empi 
ſtor, Eccleſ, of En- _— ; N Fer 
gland Lipfus is Of reputation equal to ſo many Princeſſes of the Court, from whom Conſtatie 
of atiother opinis, Might at that time expeR alliance, yet was very honourable in her owne 
Country ; not fo much by Nobility of bloud , as that of faith , wherin in my 
Opinion ſhe already was inſtruced ; there being many Chriftians in Englad 
vnder the Empire of Diciletiay. ForThold with S. Paulinw , that The was the fir 
Miſtreſſe of her Sonne inthe faith , and that we ſhould not haue had a Confla- 
rine, if God had not ginen vsan Helen, Princeps Principibus Chriſtians efſe merui, ma 
fam ſul quam Helcne'matris fide, ſaith this great Biſhop, 

Cortantius at that time , Gouernour in Great Britaine for the Roman Empe- 
Beauty and grace pour, being lodged inthe houſe of her father, did caſt his eye vpon Helens,who 
Fe ovong, was endowed with an abſolute beauty ; by reaſon wherof, as we may con» 

jiefure, ſhe was afrerward called Helens in the Empire, this name being not 
otherwiſe familiar with the Englih. With this eminent comlines of body ſhe 
had modeſty,and a ſingular grace, which was as a ray imprinted by God vpon 
her forehead; as he did heertofore to the vertuous Heſter, ro make her amiable 
toal theworld, It is true, which Euſtatius a Greeke Biſhop ſaid , thar beauty 
which hath no grace, is a bayt floating on the water without a hock,to beta» 
ken, and to catch nothing: but when theſe two things doe meet, they exercik 
much power ouer harts, 

And at that tyme Conſtentius felt the eyes of Helena had made more imprel- 
fion vpon his ſoule , then could the {word vpon his body : and being a Prince, 
of a ſingular continency,ſo highly praiſed by the Pagans themſelues, he would 

| not 


dy al the Army, 


not require the daughrer of his hoſt by any other meanes theh thoſe of a 
lawful marriage, which Zofimus hath not wholy denyed in this point; more re- 


ſectiue then ſome Greuans, of Chriſtianity, The father ſceing the hononr His martiagh, 


cone him by his hoſt, made no difficulty to reſolue vpon it; and the prudent 
Helena with as much caſe condeſcended to the wil of thoſe,to whom ſhe owed 
her being. She entred 1nto m_—_ for the vniyerſal good of the Church, 
to which ſhe ſhould bring forth a Conſtantine, Her firſt care was to ſoften the 
warlike humour of ther husbad, by the temper of ſweetnes & goodnes, which 
ſhe gaue him, in ſuch ſort, that in ſo great a rage of ſheading of Chriſtian 
bloud which ten raigned , he kept his hands the reſt of hisdayes moſt in- 
nocent, 

This marriage was as the ſacrifice of I«no,whiere the gal ofthe offering was 
never preſented. There was ſo much loue on both ſides, that the — uf Con- 
favrivs lived only in that of Helena ,and Helena as the flower of the ſunneperpe- 
tually follewed the motions of this bright ſtarre, rogether with al the good 
difpoſitions of her husband. The yong Conftantine, botne inthe ſame Brirazne, 
ſeemed alſo more firmely to knit the knot of theſe chaſt loues , when behold 
avobſtacle which interpoſeth, 


Conflantius 18 ſentto ſucceed in the Empire, and isdeclared Cafar by the Em- Lerentiaid 
perour Maximanus, on this congition, that he ſhould forſake Helens his wife, men, a. 


and marry Theodora the daughter-in-law of the ſame Emperour, An Empire is 
ameruailous flaſh of lightning inthe eyes z it dazleth and ſhuts them vp from 
alother conſideration, This good husband, who had ſo much affe&tion jor his 
deare ſpouſe , ſuffers himſelte rtobp wonne by the ambition and eaſinefſe of 
hisnature , which bowed much tothe wils of thoſe who ſeemed to wiſh him 
wel, and by the lultre of the purple preſentedto him. Maxmianus would needs 
play the Tyrant as wel ouer loues, as men,& plotting marriages, placeth hig 
daughter in the c6iugal bed of Conflantius,to plant himinthe throne of Ceſars, 


S. Helena, of more worth then an Empire, vnderſtanding the newes, bare yertue oF 9; 
this alteration with great conſtancy, not complayning, eyther of the chance, Helena, 


force,or diſloy alty of Conſtantius; but accounting it an honour, that torefuſe 
her no other cauſe was found, but the good fortune of her husband.She more 
feared then enuied Scepters, and was hidden in her lirle ſolitude as the mo. 
ther of pearle vnder the waues, breeding vp her yong Conſtantine in ſuch ſort, 
8 God ſhould dire& her, Conftantius rouched with this admirable vertue, 
lived in body with Thcodora, & inhart with his Helens, He gaue contentment 
lathe Eaſt to a man Imperious , and ſeruedthe tymes, to haue his wil another 
day : But he was in the Weſt, inthe better part of himſelfe. Beſides; when he 
was abſolute, and that he muſt needs deuide the Empire with Galerizs his Col. 
league, he voluntarily reſigned the reſt of the world vntojhim , to haue France, 
$ane, and his Ie of England, where the moity of his hart remained, 


[tisa very hard matter long to reſtraine an honeſt &. lawful loue. It is Loue of Conflayy 
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{lyd when Sicily was rorne from italy by an arme of theSea, which interpoſed tins andS.Helena, 


It-ſelfe a+thwart, palme- trees were found by the violence of waters rent aſun- 
G&r, which in ſigne of loue ſtil bowed the one to the other, as pro-- 
teſting againſt the element , which had ſeparared their loues : The like hap- 
pened to Conſtantius and Helena zthe torrent of ambitions & affaires of the 
world hauing parted their bodyes , could not hinder the inclinations of their 
3. Conſtantius returned into great Britayne, there to liue & make his tombe; 
forhe in the end dyed in the Citty of Torks. And as he being on his death-bed 
Wa asked which of his chidren he would haue ſucceed him, fince befids Con- 
me he had three ſonnes by Theodor, ; at that time forgetting thisſecod wife 
Ther off pring, he anſwered aloud CONSTANTINYV M PIVM, I wil haue 
noother ſuccefſour, but the PIOV 8 CONSTANTINE, which was approued 


Thus 


o 


Gregor.epiſt.6.1, 5, - 
ad Childebertum. 
Luan ceteres ho- 
mines regia dignitas 


amntecel it, tanto cate- 
yJarum gentium regna 


regwi profes veſtri 
culmen extellit, 
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Thus God,the Maſter of Scepters and Empires, willing to reward the mg; 
deſty of the vertuous Helena, layd hold of her bloud, to giue it the Empiregf 
the world; inthe end leauing the ſonnes of Theodora, to whom Maximan pro. 
miſed al the greatnes of the world. : : 


SECTION I1L 


His education and qualities, 


- 


AY GREAT Oratour hath heretofore ſayd, ſpeaking of Cy. 
WA ſtantine , that he appeared as much aboue Kings , as Kings 
, aboue altother men, Ir is the Elogy, which afterward S. Gy. 
© /S71 \y gory gaueto our Kings, Verily he was accompliſhed with ; 
<=$&2 > {piritand body in ſo high a degree of pertection , thar there 
__ ' needed no more but toſee him, to iudge him worrhy of a 
Empire. Natureſomerimes encloſeth grear ſoules 1n litle bodies il compo. 


8 


Beauty of Con- 


ſantinc, 


He was bred in the 
Court of Diocle 
Lan, 


ſed, as fortune hath likewiſe placed Kings in ſhepheards Cottages. Ir is a 
vnhappineſſe deſcruing ſome compaſſion, when a great Capraine is of fo il 
preſence, asto be taken for one of his ſeruants,and be made ro cleaue wood, 
and ſet the por ouer the hire, to prepare his owne dinner,as it heertofore hay. 
pened to Philopemen. 

Conſtantine rooke no care for falling into ſuch accidents. It ſeemed, as Eune. 
nius ſayth, tharngture from aboue had been difparched, as a brauc harbinger, 
ro {core out a lodging for this great ſoule, and to gine him a body ſutablers 
the vigour of his ſpirit, ſo wel was it compoſed, He was of a ſtature ſtreight 
asa palme, of an aſpect ſuch, that the Orarours of that tyme called it diuine; 
of a port ful of maicſty;his eyes ſparkledlike two litle itarres ; and hisſpeach 
was naturally pithy , ſweet,and eloquent; his body ſo able for niilitary exer- 
Ciſes , that he amazed the ſtrongeſt, and ſo ſound, that he had'no diſeaſe, In 
theſc members ſo wel proportioned, raigned a vigorous ſpirit , very capable 
of learning,if the glory of Armes had not wholy tranſported him into a&tions 
of his protctlion. His father wel enformed of his faire qualitics, cauſed him 
ro come into the Eaſt , where he tooke atinEure of good letters, at the leaſk 
ſomuchas was needful for a warlike Emperour, and applicd himſelfe ſe- 
riouſly to the exerciſe of Armes, wherin he appeared with ſo much admirs- 
tion, that he was already beheld withthe ſame cye, one would an Achille: or 
an alexander, were they aliue againe, — 

Diocletian, who had not as yer forſaken the Empire , would haue him at his 
Court, to worke him from apprehenſion of Chriſtianity , ro which he might 
be already much difpoſcd , and draw him to the hatred of our Religion. It was 
a moſt dangerous ſchool torthis yong Prince; for education ordinarily crea- 
tech manners, and weareal as it were that, which we haue learnedrobein 
our yonger dayes. Conſtantine notwithſtanding gathered flowres 1n this gar- 
den-bed,nottakingthe brearh of the ſerpent which was hidden there- vnder, 
He ſoone learned trom Dioclerian military vertue, prudence to gouerne io 
dicrs,go0d husbandry in reuenues,authority to become oweful:but he rooke 
nothing eythec of his impiety or malice, This Barbarous wan inthe begin- 
ning paſlionatcly loued him, and would perpetually hauc him by his fides;but 
whe he ſaw thar paſſing through Paleftine & other parts of his Kingdom, the y0g 
Conſtantnt 


antinewas more | 47mm then himſelfe ( ſo much his carriage,efecially 
compared to the harM countenance of the Emperour,had eminencein it)he 
began to grow into ſuſpicion; and as ir is ſayd, deſired ſecretly to: be ria of 
him, Bur Conſtantine preuented the blow , retiring vnder an honourable pre. 
text cothe Court of Galeriws, the aſſociate of his father Conſtantius , who moſt 
witingly lett this ſonne with him in pledge, therby to hold ſome good cor- 
rſpondence with him, e 

This Galerizs was a creature of Diocletians, who had heretofore declared him 
Ceſcr, yer {til reteined ſuch power ouer him, that when he had diſpleaſed him, 
he made him run on foot after his coach, not deigning ſo muchas to looke 
won him. Hein the beginning very curteouſly entertained the fonne of his 
faithful treind, affoording ham al mauner of tauours, but inpreceſfe of time 
he conceyued a ſtrong1ealouſy,beholding in this yong Mars more excellent 
parts,then he had done imgkrhe Courts of the world belices. 

Exceſſe of vevrues ftanF the account of crimes with maligne eyes, ſs 
25to be cutpable one muſt be an able man, Galeri«s reſolued:to ouerthrow 
Coftantine for thefe qualities , which made him amiableto al the world; and 
not thinking it ſate to rake him away by maine force , he made waire againſt 
bim, like a tox,, perſecuting him inthart manner, as ſumetymes $.4ul did the 
muincible Dawid. He found by chance , that a King of the Sa1matians made an 
ncurſion-0n the territories of the Romane Empire , and ſhewed hinmſelfe fo tu- 
rious,that none durft any more encounter htm then an enraged bealt. Galeriu 
gue commitiion to Conſtantine ro bid him batraile,thinking it was a molt ho- 
zourable prerext to be freed from him, and that he had areaſonzble excuſe 
with Conſtantius the father, when he ſhould ſhew him his ſonne dead inthe bed 
of honour. The yong man,who ſhut vp his eyes to danger, and only opened 
them to glory,went thither readily; and al ſucceeded ſo proſperouſly,that he 


not only brake the roops of the Surmatians., but allo led this King along en- 


chained ro Galerine, This man, who receiued not ſo much ioy toſce an enemy 
athis feet, as ſorrow for the proſperity of a freind , very coldly commended 
thisencounter, & determined with himſelfe to inuolue the verrue of Conſtan- 
tne in other barcailes, ſti] ſeeking inhis valourthe matter of his ruine. 

It was at that tyme athing very ordinary, to make condemned men to 
hoht with ſauage beaſts in an Amphitheater, therby to giue contentment to 
thoſe, who are delighred ro behold fuch fpeRacles. Galerias called for a 
combat of Lyons, and beheld it with Conſtantine , who was very tmpatienr,to 
ſeethat ſuch as vadertooke the aſſault of thoſe beaſts performed it in his 
opinion ſo covldly, He therefore had a defire to aduenture himlſelfe therin, 


Ceri, who obferued him oucrſtrong for men, thought he might find his. 


toinb in the belly of Lyons. Note, how vnder colour of withhol{ling him, 
hethruſt this yong vertue further on, already wuch enkindled with his pro- 
per flames, The valiant Prince defcendeth in perſon into the liſt, and aſſaileth 
the Lion, whom he flew with incomparable ftrength, wherupon ſo loud 
Xclamations , and ſuch extraordinary applauſes were raiſed through althe 
Amphitheater to the honour of braue Conflantine, that it alone was ſufficient 
tmakethe tracherous Ceſar burſt with anger. 

Envy is a miſchieuous vice, it reſembleth thofe mountaines, which throw 
their burning entrailes againſt flowers, that bloſlome on their tops, as the 
etuious darr gal and flames, againſt thoſe men, who braucly bloome ouer 
their heads, 

 Galerivs made the ſonne of his freind raigne in harts , by the ſame wayes 
herewith he endeauoured to depriuc him of life and ſcepter. In the end he 

|lperſiſting in his wickedneſſe, and nor ceaſing to prepare new ambuſhes, 
ome men of good vnderſtanding aduiſed Conſtantine to withdraw himlclte 


fromthe malignity of this wicked man, which he did, forſaking his Court, 


witkourt 
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without tcane taking , & ſpeedily returning into England, where at that time 

his father expe&cd him with much impatience. Zoſimus ſayth that inthj 
. F0yageherooke the poſt-hotſes which beſt firted him, and maimed alty 

other, totake from his caemyes the meanes of purſuit. 


— ——_— Y—— w—-o—— 


SECTION IVY. 


His entry intd the Empire. 


7 T was in this revolution of tymes that Diocletian and Maxinuy 

z hauing diſpoſletied rhemſelues of the Empire , & Couftaniy 
hauing ſwayed certayne yeares with a moſt proſperous and 

5, pcaccable gouernment, dycd at Torke, a Citty of England,tg 
> Che great griete of the Welt , which he had ſo prudently pg. 
uerned. Conſtantine by good chance was there, and nominated 

r the Empire , a litle before his death ; which iudgementwy 


T this honour vnſeaſonable, and would haue declined it by at meanes: but 
_— 6/4 gh ,4% 2raue Oratour hath ſaydin his Panegyrike, there is no horſe ſo ſwift, which 
_ —- '? can ſteale from mortaleyesa man, whom the prouidence of God purſueth 
Imprrinm? with Empire in hand, He is conſtrained to yeald, thoughthrough medeſtyhe 
Euncnit.s, would not be abfolutely pronounced Emperour, but conrented himſelfe with 

the title of Ceſ#r, wel foreſceing he wasto haue many gtear atfaires yponhis 
hand, before he could be peaceably eſtabliſhed in his throne, 
Thefirft ſhock he had came from two Kings of Germany, to wit Aſſacai,and 
Gaiſus, who paſling the Kheine with huge troops, endeauoured to ouerwhelme 
the Gavles, thinking to furprize a yong Emperour, as yet vncollected in the. 
vricertainty of his affaires, But he nothing amazed ſpeedily encounters, de. 
fears, and takes them , leading them enchained ina triumph, whereuponſuc. 
cecded an accident , which [ ſhould rather attribute ro the humour of Diucle- 
Conftant, anno.2. tian then of Conftantine. For after he had raken his pleaſure vpon theletwo 
Kings, hedeliuered them ouer to wild beaſts in a combat, which he cauledto 
be preſented, torthe entertainment of the people. And although the Orv 
rours of his titne ranch applauded this in him, as an at of juſtice, forthe 
orcat hanock they both had made, notwithſtanding hauing regard to the 
quality of the perſons, rhis proceeding cannot be cxcuſed trom cruelty, 
neuer made familiar to the manners of C hriitians. t 
This forraine warre drew along with it ciuil warres,wherin the powersof 
the carth encountred together, with incredible feruours , & terriblc cuents, 
Behold a merucilous game,and a great ſpectacle ofthe vanities of the world 
you ſhal fee ſeauen Princes, who a(pired to the Monarchy, haling each oneto 
himſelfe apiece of the purple, which they rent in pulling , & deſpoiled then- 
ſelues of it inſeeking to put it on. The moſt fiery of them al, who would ſwat 
low the whole earth, could not haue ſo much as fue foot to couer his body. 
A wonderful ſpe-. Maxentixs, the ſonne of Maximian, companion of Diuletian, a man loſt 18 
Qacleottheafiii- canſcience and reputation, condemned by the indgement of his owne it 


icy of theworld her , who thought him vaworthy co ſucceed mn the Empire , voderftanel 
| t 
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that Confantins was dead , and that they had choſen his ſonne the yong Con- 
we, borne of an Engl:sh mother, entreth into deſperate furies , and bein 

then ar Rome, ready for the purpoſe, cauſed himſelte to be declared Empe- 
our, by the ſoldiers whom he had gained, atluring them by the meanes of 
urge promiſſes. Galerius , who after the death of Conflantias, & the retirement 
of peocletian & Maximian, thought himfelfe the neereft ro the Monarchy, la- - 
Car cyan to hinder the tyranny of Maxentisz:; 2nd bauing already made 
wo Ceſars to ſucceed, to wit Sexerus and Maximinus , he diſpatcherh Sexerus 
with al diligence, to ſupprefle Maxenrins: and as this Sexerus was now gone out 
of Milan , bending towards Rome, with Legions of African ſoldiers, Maxentius 

evenmted him, defeats him, as wel by treaſon as force, takes him, and cau- 
{eh himto.be vawerthyly ſtrangled, Galcrius deſperately incenſed with this 
qutrage, would needs fal vpon the Weſt, al ful of lightnings and flames; but 
thediftruſts of the ſafry of his territoryes ſtayed him, and made him create 
another Ceſar, named Licinius: after whoſe nomination he ſuruined not long, 
for he dyed of an incurable vicer, Heauen reuenging his miſdeeds by a 
jorrible malady and an enraged death. Afrer his deceaſe theſe two Ceſare, 
who were both of his faQtion, Licinius and Maximmus beheld one another with 
zicalouseye, and made ſhew of conteſtation ; but Maximinus dying at Tharſus, 
efavery ſuddaine death , decideth-the difference by anirreuocablereſignas» 
$108, | 

mthe meane tyme Maximian, who deſpoyled of Empire, before he had a Maximian the aw- 

witoreſigne it, as yet retcined bloud ſparkling in the veynes , like a yong © cOMPIRTON 
nan:and ſecingthey had lifred his ſonne to the Throne, whom he had-euer \,,. 14 needs rex 
reputed a man of no worth, burnt with icalouſy , and-burſt with anger. He qurne to Empire, & 
therfore haltned.to find-out his 91d Hermir Dioclerian in his grot(a) and endea- his Oration vpen: 
wured to-perſuade him by al meanes poſſible to reaſlume the Empire, that ſubicQ, 
a (a)At Caruntiun 
$h4l we endure ({ayth he) Great Auguſtus, this yongfter ſo proudly tomnſult onerthe | 1-1 Ilzge of 
patrimen) of the vnuerſe, and make ſport with the mateſty of the Romane Empire ? Your au- Sc auovia, which | 
boicy tranſported me to 4 reſolution, to which, that I may ſpeak, freely, I neaer bad any great Zoſimus makeths 
adinerion :-but 1 patiently bare it whilft 1 ſaw Galerius and Conſtantius in thegouern- t9paſle for the 
nent of che Empire , who ſeemed two heads very fit for a Crowne. But now bebold my Ma- _ of Chartres 
Nas | by a notable equi- 
xatius, to whoſe ruſt | would not haue committed the houſe ef a;ſilly Burgeſſe of Rowe,to yocation, reading 
furrne it ; behold a Jong Brittan , and another I know not who , true musbromes ſprung vp-Carnuti, for Caz 
#4 mght, that would divide berweenthem Europe, Aſia,and Africa. God knowerh what runtl, 


Bl rake is nor through ambition , but ſeeing the houſe of our fathers , and our owne al 


@ fre, it is very good Treaſon we bring water to quench it, What doe you here in this miſe= 
Wlegrot?Tou are not made for it: the Eternal Prouidence , which should baue fixed you on the 
I"uerrment of the world, ſo neceſſary are you for it, is ashame to ſce you among beaſts and 
Kaſants,To ſpeake freely. you doe amiſſe, and is is very il mterpretec; your great conrage bath 
wrberrerhutherro leued toerre, then auow 4 fault: and 1 ſtil was of your opinion, vvhile ryme' 
Imuried;but at this preſene,vyhen the vvorld runnes al into confuſion, expetiing no 1epare- 
Wnbut from your hands , with what water can you wash the ftaynes of the bloud, not of one 
kann of two , Lut of 4 whole world , which 5hal flu k_ypon your forchead, and of al poſte- 
MY if to obey 4 fantaſy of ſyirit you ſuffer the Empire to be loſt ? Thinks you when theſe 
Jug men shal be Maſters , you +hal enioy this grot in ſaft)? You kane toomuch courage, 
ad Tyranny hath too much diſtruſt , to leaue you ſo much as life , when it can yncontroliabiy 
Weir from you, Let vs goe p-eſentiy and reaſſume the Diademe ; we shal no ſooner ſtav p 
Wh a foot , bur we shal make al the world follow vs in armes , for our ſeruice. If you fitl 
if this kind of retirement, Jou 5hal chither returne agayne, when we bane pacified al: but | 
eme an Empire is azhnt , nener to be put off but with life, 
Theſe perſuaſions were very mouing:notwithſtanding Diecletian, who con- 
dal his wiſdome in the obRtinacy of his reſolutions, replieth: 
Marzimian, 1 abſolutely renounce al the freindsbip which is berween vs , if ener you 


eto me of ſuch affaires. - What ieuty bane you obſerued in my proceedings,to pe? ſxade 
me tg 


Daacletiau, 
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Abravereply of me $6 this change 2 I proteſt before the Gods immortal ; I wil newer returne to the 


of the kwyyre, no wore then juto my workers wamb. Miſerable man that you are, bay 
Jet falls experitie of the vanity of worldly thing 8,45 to pre ferro 8 1agge of purpls bejme my 
livery s 1 doe net know What contentment you may take in gourrnment., but for m hoy 
I praceſt 1 then ſlept 6n thornes, and fed on gal. 1 neither eniozed day nw night bs ; 
ex trayel, nay nat ficep ambition depriung me of things which crimanals find vndex fawn, 
and which nature is picaſed chould be common to al the wortd, I muſt lies by exteriour 
.£qNtenances., and ſmokss ; and if others once did what T would baue them , they wag y 
4 thouſand times dee what 1 wonld not, 1t is ſajd 4 planet , which bath #'s exaltatign ig 
one ſigne , finds euer it's counterpuiſe in. another, If 1 bad any good ſuccefſe on the ong 
I was euer paid on the otber with ſome diſcontent. Mydeſires were infinit,and though 1 ſeeng] 
Very porent., 1 neuer had the hundrcth part of what 1 wiahed; and verily 1 h,new mt 0 
felfe what I wauld baue , fo many things defird T , which dayly taught me mine ewnein, 
patency, What a goodly aelight haue we to cover the earth with armes , and the Seam 
veſſels, and fetch a great cirquis to ſeekg out a felicity , which we nexer find ? What hbay, 
to live a flaws of the world, to pefſeſſe the world? What riches,to beg euen from the ſway 
4 peaſant, to entertaing riat? What tranquility , toliue perpetually im torment? 

Your conſcience knowes this to be true, which I ſay : When you and | would entermeily 
With aff aires, accarding to the obligation of our charges, what care muſt there be for nw. 
newes? what trauaile for military matters ? what watching for iuſtice ? whatnoſe yu 
the complaints of ſo many Prowinces prowred out at our feet 2what feare of ſurprixes ? whu 

diſtruſt of freinds ? what deadly ſweats for treaſon ? what anxieties , and what apjn- 
her ſrens of ſo many lamentable events , which would happen to others before our eyes? If w 
reſigned the care of aſfaires to two 01 three men of aur cabinet , they difturbed one anotber,aud 
ſold vs to their ambition vnder colour of ſeruice. In the end they cauſed vs to carry the ſeeming 
Scepter of al their follics, and made vs accountable for at tbe hauock., iniuftices , aud w- 
J ries of bumane k,n. 1s not here cauſe enough to deſire ſuch ſtauery ? If you and 1 bad bj 
of whales to dloath,, and ſtomacky to be, ſed with buge-ſommes of gold euery boure mthedg,. 
I would ſay , that needs we muſt returne to theſe kind of ſpoiles ts content vs. Buewe 
h.cue to-doe with few things , and fer 4 litle ſpace, 1 ſweare vnto you, that from the time 
1 verook me to this' retirement , it bath ſeemed that al the elqments were for ms , and that 
I neuer was ejther more powerful., more 116þ., or contented. 1 baue ſound althot , wheh 
I ſought for,bealth, repoſe, truth, wiſdome, arts., and the Gods.Goe not now about to colour 
Jour ſpecious oration. wuh pretexts of the pukliks good , I wel know where your ambition 
#cbeth: belieus ne, he is necreſt to heaucn, wholeaſt careth in whaſe hands the earth. Whit 
nuparieth it, that youg Conſtantine, Maxentius,end Licinius dwide the world? Lib 
ſee them ſtrive togetber,like as about 4 graine of earth, If the world maſt be loſt, a5 it #1 
likely, l badrather. is were in, their hands then mine. 1 very wel ſee the Empire is ſk tothe 
death ; I bane forſaken it, like an old Phfittan , 4d. wil heaze no more ſpeach of it, then 4ſ# 
bevy in the coffin, Brlteue me , neither you nor 1-can doe any thing ſor its health ,but to wimneſe 
eur mability. 41 thoſe who haue admired our reſo;ution um ſorſaking the Diademe. , wilbe th 
firſt thai wil caſt the ſtone againſt our incouſtany ,if wew akly goe about to require azune 
that, which we ſo generouſly hae. abandoned. God forbid 1 hould enter into 4 ſantaſy 19 tf 
poite my ſeife of a glory, that neuer any one Monarch bad be ore me, which is the conteaupt if 
& World , when 1 bad it in mine hands. If you be reſolued: ta looſe your ſelfe , doe it with 
#ompany ; your ſreinship ought ty pretend notbiag vpon me. to the preiaduce of au111e bum 
and conſuence, And whereas yau propoſe vutomethe danger of my perſon , 1 doe uot thake 
that enuy. wilextend it-ſ«lf ouer the coleworts and letuice of this litle garden, planttdly 
Tyne omne hands ::and sbeuld they come thither, 1 baue alr:ady lived long enough , 460 
ding te.the caurſe of vature., enough to ſatisfy the defire , which I bad iſ glory , 416 100 much 
fo ſee the miſerics of the world, 1 wil not think, much to render vp this life , which | hae vp 
my lips , to bin who. gaue u ms. 

We mult needsfay this man had a great vnderſtanding, and goodly Mi 

x4incs : For hadnot miſchicfe giuen him the ſpirit of a hangwan againſt Cir 


Kianity , he might be accounted. in the number of the greateſt mon 
: \ Maxim 
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Mtinan WAS fifuch amazed at the conſtancy of his reſolution, Notwithſtan- 
diag, the deſire he had to returne to his former honour being inſatiable, he 
zred nor to take the purple againe, and beare himſeclfe as Einperour ,pro- 
teſting it was the defire of publike good, which put the Scepter into his hauds. 
It is an adinirable thing, how his ambition was diſcountenanced. He,who yqaximian the ba- 
omiſed himfſelfe, much reſpe&, was hiffed at by the ſoldicrs, as a man loonegf fortune, 
vaine, vnconſtant , and ſhallow ; was chaſed out of Italy, and Sclavonia.,, and 
ather places , which he ſought to poſlefſe, and reduced as it were to ſuchter- 
mes, as to ſee himſcife at the mercy of his ſonne, whichhe apprehended as 
the laſt of his afli&ions : Although ſome haue thought there was <olluſton 
between the father and the ſonne , for the accommodarion of their affaires. 
Hewiſhed now to be in the. bottom of a caue with his Diocletian : bur fince he 
had begun the play, he mult finiſh his a&, The ſubrtile man, who wel foreſaw 
that Maxentixe,abrain-(ick Prince,was vpon ruine,rcſ{olued to league himſclfe 
frmely ro the forrunc of Conſtantive, Behold why being retired tn haſt towards 
him, hauing engaged his houſe inthe Empire , it was not Gifhcult for him to 
ind acceſſethere , as alſo for that the new Emperour in this grat concourſe 
of Armes and affaires, was very willing to make we of the counſel of a man 
xchned inpolicy. : 
Maximian entreth ſo farre into the hart & iudgement of Cenflautine , that 
totye him the more to himſelte, and wholy cyment vp his owne affaires, 
he gaue his daughter Fanfta in marriageto him ; whom the yongPrinceeſpou- 
{ed in his ſecond wedlocke , hauing firſt of al been married to Mmeruina, by 
whom he had two children , Criſpx«, and Helena. This marriage ot Fauſis was 
folemnized with much magnificence , andthe ſonne rendred ſomuch honour 
to his father- in-law, that he ſeemed to reraine nothing of the Empire, butthe 
nameand habit, diuiding with himthe reſt of his power. 
We raay wel ſay theſpirit of Max mien was turbulent and inſupportable;for 171 a;ppoGtion., 
notſarisfying himſelfe with al this excellent entertainment , he thought he 
wsnothing, it he worenot vpon his forehead the Diademe which he hadfor. 
ſaken. He beganto ſet things in.order atthe Court, and to prepare factions, in g- 
uch ſore that he ſeemed to haue no other purpoſe, but to fer his ſonne and his 
ſonne-in-law together by the eares,to entoy boththeir ſpoiles, In the end he 
put his defigne very farre vpon the tortune and lite-of Conftantine, andbeing as 
tewasvaine rotalke of his cnterpriſes, namely to his daughter Fauſta, whom 
teeltecmed to be of a good diſpolition, he opened himſelfe ſo much to her, 
thar he made, 25 ſaiththe Wiſeman, of his lips theſnare of his ſoule. For the 
yong married wite, hauing more affection in ſtore for her husband then her 
lather , angl who having already the taſt of Empire , would not yeald it vpto 
him,to whom ſhe owed her birth, haſtned to tel alto Conſtantine, aduiling-he 
bould rake heed of his father-in-law , and that he was a wicked man, who _- 
would it it were poſſible deceiue al the Gods of olympw for the deſire he had 
Praigne. Max:mun wel perceiuing that his daughter had diſcottercd the plor, 
adthat there was no further ſafry for him at the Court of his ſonne-in-law, 
Ecretly ſtole away, and endeauoured to regainethe Eaſt; but was taken tardy 
TMarſells, and thereſtrangled , togiue anendro his lite and al his defignes, 
haue writtenthat he hanged himſelte through deſpaire of his affaires; 
Ahers, that it was by the commandement of Conſt entine ; Others haue ſaid, Euſebius, 
that hisſonne-in-law was willing to ſauc him , butthe publike hatred borne 
Wanſt Maximian prevented clewency , which 1 thinke the more probable, 
Verily 1 would nor diſguiſe the exorbitances praftized by Conſtantine before 
isentrance into Chriſtianity; for he cannor be iuſtificd vpon ſome Ciſorders: 
lince Zoſimus the hiſtorian, who pardoneth himin nothing, chargeth him 
at withthis death, I ſce no cauſe why weſhould accuſe him, 
Beholdthe deſperate cnd of Maximian, after he had perſecuted the Church, 
G embrot- | 
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Vitor Nararins, EMbroiled Empircs, al-armed the whole world ,bytheextravagancesofhjs 
Non «n.nia pites, Dy ambition, an infamous halter takethalitle aire from him, which he thought 
re wadcert & i1> he could not freely enough breath, whilſt any man ſtood more eminent they 


Y | himfelſe..Let vs now ſee the good gouernement.of his ſonne, 
SECTION Y. 
His proweſſe azainſ{ Maxentius, 
Coultanrz, \ AXENTIVS had reduced the Citty of Rome into ſuchy 


Zh condition , that there was no forreſt of theeues wherin the 

> lines of Cittizens were not moreſafe, then intheir houſes, He 

= who held his aduancement from ſoldiers, for recompence 

> gauethem the priuiledge of al crimes; ſo that in the bray 

IS .orations which he made tothem, no words were more fre. 

quent in his mouth, thentheſe, Fruimimi,diſipate,prodigite:; Emioy 7107, ſpena;8 what 

heſaydin words;he firſt of al raught by example.Wrat euer auarice coulddor 

in rapines, prodigality in-profuſions, cruelty in maſſacres, luxury in adulte, 

Tics, a barbarous life in al kind of brutiſhnes , returned vpon the great Thet: 

ter of the world, in the perſon of Maxentizs. When he had cauſed houſestobe 

rifled, & vnworthily maſſacred the beſt qualihed Senatours , he betook him. 

ſ{elfe tothe honour of Ladies, which he-endeauoured to taynt with al forts 

*-x2vge Fragedy,.of artifices. Among other things it is recounted, that hauing caſt his eyes 

[ vpona Lady, aChriitian by proteſſion , and wife of aSenatour of an honours. 

} bleranke, he diſpatched villaynes, who ferued 1m 11 ſuch like ordures, toat. 

tach her, with {word and violence in their hands. The timerous husband 

ſayd rotheEmperours Guard , he would referre thts matter to be treatedat 

the wil of his wife. She vnderftanding what was practiſed,went preſent]y out, 

and ſhewed to theſe wicked meflengers, that ſhe was not now in a fit ſtatets 

be preſented before the Emperours-eyes, and prayed they would giue hera 

litle tyme to pur on her attyres; which they moſt willingly condeſcended 

vnto. The couragious woman , infpired as it was thought with a particular 

$0 Abbrot. inſtin& from-God, caſt herſc{fe at the feet of our Sautour, hokiing a ponyard 

CS eirglatbus, in her hands, and therupon began to ſay :What sþal we doe, o bel chaſtuy, whid 

n 1 with ſo much lotalty haue preſerued in the contugal bed, newer bauing 4umitied a jorramt 

lene to enter mto my bart ? Shal we now abandou thee to the pollutionso f 4 Tyrant , forſakg! 

both by Ged and men? Let vs rather dye, Dye ? It 15 one of my great deſires , but ro dj ©) m) 

ewne hands is a finne. Yet the irſptration of God dictaterh tome , he wil not be offences wut 

the remedy , which is only left me to decline my vnbappyreſſe. 1wil follow the ſpinit anditax 

nothing to the flesh,wherewitb 10 diſpleaſe God. If there be @ fault im 4r, my hope Shel ſmorier 

i, and my bleud hal wash it away. Vpontheſe words, interrupred with ſighes, 

ſhe thurſt the ponyard into her beſome, giuing end to her life, roerernize het 
honour. 

The Bauds who expeRed her at the gate, wondring much atthe lengthof 
time the beſtowed in dreſling, entred into the chamber , & found her dren- 
ched in her-owne bloud:wherewith they were fo amazed,thart feare gave thef 
wings tofly , and makerelationto the Emperour of what had paſſed : burrhe 

_ avretched Pharao, was not for althisany thing mollified, ſtil continuingh1s 
criledges with magike and horrible witchcratts , vntil fuch time that conf 
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Behold one of the nobleſt as of valour, which hath euer been among at 
the Emperours, that eyther hauepreceeded or ſucceeded the great Conflantines 
For having ſought peace by al manner of reaſonable wayes, and ſeeing Ma- 
zentiu) would by no meanes hearken vnto it, but that he caufed his images 
and ſtatues to be broken and dregged ouer dunghils, he reſoluedto aſſaulc 
him with aiuſt warre , in which he began , although not publikely , to aban- 
Jon the falſe Gods, and reſigne himſelfe into the hands of the Sautour of the 
world , therunto inuited by that excellent viſion of the Crofle, and other 
circumſtances,'which I reſerue for the ſubſequent Sections, wherel intend to 
ſpeake of his calling to Chriſtianity. | 

[r was frum thistyme he tooke the fatal banner,called the Labarum,wherin 
thename of our Sauiour was written in certaine cyphers. 

The Army of Maxentius was compoſed, by the report of Zoſimus,of an hundred 
threeſcore & ten thouſand foor-men , with eighteen thouſand horſe ; forces 
ſoterrible, that they were able to ſtep the moſt aduenturous, 

Conſtantine amaſſed together Gaules, and from England , and France it-ſelfe, in 
thename of inhabitants vpon Kheine, al the forces he could get, and pur into 
the field about ninety thouſand foot-men , with many horſes of ſeruice, which 
onely amounted to eight thouſand, l1t is the ſupputation of Zeſimw,although 
others ſufficiently declare the troops were tarre lefſe, Re, who by relation of 
lſebi was then about thirty yearesof age, although others make him yon= 
ger, ſhewed inthe mannage of this Army, al the qualities which might be 
dfired in the moſt accompliſhed C aptaine, For he marched from the Rheing 
vnto the wals of Kome, with ſingular order, and vnparalelled dexterity. 

When he entred into Italy he found many reſiſtances both of menand Cyte 
ties, who endeauoured to ſtop his paſſage ,in ſych ſort, that needs he mult 
give two or three batrels, which he moſt couragiouſly wonne, forcing the re- 
bellious Cyrtries, and very courreouſly viing thoſe who rendred themſclues 
into his hands. In the end he reſolued to beſiege the Citty of Rome. Maxerting, 
who might haue tyred him out with long delayes,reſolued to oppoſe,and with 
expedition ioyne battel, confiding in the vaſt mulcitude of his forces, 
which were very freſh , to ſet vpon an Army, already wearied with ſo great 
410urney, 

Befides, he had many notable works ouer Tyber,on the bridge Miluius, which 
the Romans now cal Ponte-mole. His enginiers promiſed him, that with certain 
buckles of iron they would build & demoliſh the bridge as he ſhould thinke 
$00d: So that when his Army was to paſſe, it ſhould goe vpon firme ground, 
and when Conſtantine with his troops ſer foor vpon it, they were buttolera 
Crtayne engine looſe to drowne the bridge and caſt it into tne riuer, lt ſee- 
med to Maxentius he had two ſtrings to his bow , eyther to ouerthrow Conſtan- 
me 1n the field with a huge Army , or entrap him with the ſtratagem of this 
bridge, when he was engaged *n the battel, and that he had giuenhimaraſt 
ofpurſuit, 

Vpon this reſolution he paſſed the Tyber with his Army, Conſtantive, moſk 
gladto haue drawne him our of the wals of Rome, arrangeth his batralions 
with merueylous dexterity , and diſpoſed his ſoldiers to the fight. Behold 
wodreadtul Armyes,whichlooked one vpon another liketo huge clouds ful 
of ſtormes, ready to powre downe vpon the heads of many mortals, The lor 
vaſt, andthequarrel of the Empire of the world mult be determined in 

ew houres. The braue Conſtantine reſolued withthat ſmal proportion of horſe 

chad, yetmen moſt daring, to aſſayle the Caualry of Maxeniius, and fora ſin- 
pular teſtimony of his valour , and the truſt he had in God, he firſt of al ap- 
pearedin the head of his Army , and with many paces ſet forward before the 
reſt, making his horſe curuet in a martial manner, It was an caſy matter to 
0 2 know 
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know kim, for his armes fhined al with gold, and his helmet was ferwith 


Precions Rones, His enemies began to fal rowndly vpon him;but the Caprai. 
nes of Conſtantine , feeing their Emperour fo generguſly to out-brane danger 
Followed him with ſuch feraour, as if euery-one of rhem expected an Empire 
for recompence. They fel like lightning vpontheir enemies, who were much 
amazed at this firſt charge; yer they notwithſtancing made good reſiftance 
but maugre al their endeauours, thoſe of Conſtantine brake through, andde. 
tcated them, 

Mazentins beholding his Caualry , inwhich'he repoſed al his hope, tobe 
ſo il handled , reſolued vpon a retreat , to make vie of his bridge , ang 
drowne Conſtantine engaged in the purſuit of thoſe that fled, Bur ohthe 
juſtice of God ! The wicked man , as ſayth the Royal Prophet , falleth 
into the ditch which he himfelte had digged. It is not knowne whether 
thoſe beſotted enginiers fayled in thetr deligne , or whether the great 
numbers of thoſe that fled caufed this ruine : but the bridge brake vnder 
Maxentiu his feet, & threw him into Tyber al bloudy, like another Phay 
inthe red ſca , with al the principal of his Empire , who enuironed hi 
perſon, He amazed at fo violent a fal, hoped yet to recouer the other 
thore , being excellently mounted , where he was ſeen to wraſtle a cer. 
rayne tyme with the waues , which in the end ſwallowed him vp, There 
was in the beginning a great ſlanghter of thoſe , who made reſiſtance: 
bur in the end ſceing their Emperour drowned , they yealded alto themer. 
cy of Conſtantine, who ſtayed the victorious fword in the hands of ſoldiers, 


to conſccrate it ro clemency. - 


He did welto ſearch for the bo1y of Maxentius in Tyber to take off his head, 
which was fixed on the point of a lance, and borneto Rome & Africk, toſts 
tisfy inſtice for the cnormons forfeits he had committed when he was 
aliue, From thence this braue Conquerout 1s receyued into the Citty 
of Kome , as an Angel defcended from heauen , for the delinerance of 
the world, Neuer was triumph fo highly valued as his , becauſe in 
the tropheys of other Emperours , they triumphed for the gayning of 
ſome farre-diſtant Prouince ; but in this , loſt Rowe recoucted it-ſelfe, 
The Queene of Nations ceaſed ro be the prey oft Nations,& breathednow 2 
ſweeter ayre of ancient liberty. If euer Prince ſaw a glorious Cay in 
al his lyte , this was it , which ſhined then ouer the head of Corffar- 
eine, They came from al parts of italy to behold him , and thoſe who 
had ſeen him thought they had lined long eneugh , ſuppoſing it vnkt 
to behold any other humane thing. Amongſt ſo many notable ſpeacles, at 
that tyme in the Citty , none was looked vpon , but he ; his face was 
the obie& of al their admirations , and his valour the matter of aldif- 
courſes, 

The Senate, to witneſſe the iop they conceyued for this victory, prepared 
him a triumphal Arch, al of marble, one of the ſtatelielt monuments that 
euer had been rayſed to the honour of a Conquerour, wherein this lntcrip- 
tion Was engrauen, 
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IMP- CAS FL 
CONSTeANTINO 

MAXIMO. P.F. AVGVSTO, 


Sd. P- Q. R- 


.VOD INSTINCTV DIVINITATIS, MENTIS MA- 
GNITVDINE, CVM EXERCITV SVO, TAM DE 
TYRANNO, QVAM DE ELVS OMNI FACTIONE, 


VNO TEMPORE, IVSTIS REMPVBLICAM VLTVS EST 
ARMIS, ARCVM TRIVMPHIS INSIGNEM DICAVIT. 


This ſayd thatthe Senate and people of Rome dedicated this triumphal 
Arch to Conſtantine Emperour, and Great Ponrifice, happy Prince, and Augkuſtus: 
becauſe by an inſtin& of Diuinity , and anadmirable greatneſle of courage, 
he had with his Army freed: the Common-wealth from a Tyrant andal his 
f&ion, by the iuſtice of hisarmes: Where ,in the Arch on the right hand 
wereread theſe words, Liberatori Yrbis , on the left hand , Fundatori Quietis; 
which clearly declared him , the freer of the City, & founder of repole, 
Therewas likewiſe inſcribed on it the number of yeares, in which they de 
fredro render yowes for this glorious victory, Obſcrue, as you paſle along, 
thatthe Senate was as yet Pagan, yet knowing thedeuotion which Conſtan- 
tae bare to the Sauiour of the world , though he were not then a declared 
Chriſtjan , they abſteined from the mention of Gods , and ſpake only of one 
Diuinity. | # : Heh, 


— —_ ll... A S 


SECTION VI. 


1 | $11 
The death of Diocletian, and feats of Armes per/ormed 
by Conſtantine againſt Lyciniaus. | 


'T x cx lhaue vndertaken to repreſentthe famous war- 
SERTIWS like acts of Conſtantineto ſhew his ariwalto Monarchy, 
by Wa wil herc inſertthe end of Dicletian & Licinius, When Cons 
WIN ftantine cauſed his Standards to marchagainſt Mixentine, 
$8 there ramained no moreof ſo many Cz{ars, but Ligniwe, 
7 lj who was created alittle before the death of Galiris, The 
x: brothers of. Conflavtize would alter nothing. Divcletian 
remained in his retirement, There. was none but this 
| Licinis , who was an old ſoldier, a man raiſed fromino- 
thing, bur aduanced by armes, and who haddoneſo goodſeruices to Galerixs, 
the creature of Diocletian, in the warre which he had agaialt the Perſians , that 
Yurof meere reſpect of his valour he was choſen Emperour, 
; RE nn O 3 —_— 


Vigor. 
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In al other things he was of a rude and groſle ſpirit , as deriued from Peg 
{ants , & who alhis life had done nathing eVe but handle iron, eyther for tj. 
Jage, or warre ,not hauing acquired any neatneſſe of acinil life, Behold the 
cauſe, why being ignorant and proud , he extremely hated learning , which 
he called the poiſon of the Empire: and had it been in hts power, he woyly 
haue baniſhed al knowing men, that there might be none able to reproach 
his ignorance. Conſtantine, as wiſe as.he. was warlike , ſaw wel bemeling 
nage this ſpirit, who might much trouble him in his deſigne againſt Maxy, 
rtius , for which cauſe following this counſel, he promiſed him a'ſhare inthe 
Empire , an his ſiſter Conſtantia -in marriage. It is held this marriage wg 
ſolemnized at Mila», alitle after the defear of Maxentius, where many trez. 
tics pafſed between 'Conſtantme-& Licinius , touching their principalities 4 
from that time a moſt :fauourable Edi& was made for the reeſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtians, & the honour of Chriſtianity; which Licinius ,althoughaPz 
gan, refuſed not to ligne, 

Vidtor addeth, that Diocletizn-was ſent for to the wedding. of Liciniws, For ir 
was much deſired to heare him ſpeake, and ſee what he had vpon his har; 
his ſpicit being very able to-giue cauſe of diſtruſt ro two Princes , why 
were deſirous to eſtabliſh themſclues inal ſecurity. 

'The ſubtile Hermit onthe other ſide, who feared to be ouertaken, made 2 
anſwer., inwhich he beſought their Maicſtiesto.giue him.leaue toliue in his 
Hermitage, and affoord him that for delight!,which.others commonly tooke 
for. puniſhment: That he had .not for the time to come-any mind vpon mar. 
riages, and that as his age diſpenſed him fram-voyages, fo retirement freed 
him from the vaine pleaſures of the wortd. That his preſence contributed 
nothing to this ation; that the vneaſines of waycs would much pretudice his 
health, ln:the end, ſince the reſolution he had -mademneuer to enter:intothe 
manoage of any affaires , hadleft:him no.ather ſhare but vowes & prayers,he 
would.employ them. for their proſperities. z 

; Theſe faire words ſatisfied notthe Emperours , who had adeſne todrw 
the wolfe out ofthe wood .: which gauethem;occaſion to write .back againe 
to DivletianIctters very ſharp , as it they would willingly inuolue himinthe 
buſines of Maxentivs, At this time the miſerable man plainly ſaw , the ven- 
geance of God ſought him out, inthe place which he ſo obſtinately choſetar 
his repoſe, h 

When that notable Edi was read-vnto him, which was made 1n fauouret 
Chriſtians, and that he vnterſtood Ct urthes were already built forthem 
eucry-where , that they aſſembled to celebrate their feaſts with al liberty, 
that Conflantine had cauſed the-Crofle to be ſer euet\in his banners. andthat on 
enery {ide the praiſes of 1eſus.of Nazarerh-were preached : Qn the contrary,that 
the 1 emples of talſe Gods were {bur yp; their ſtatues broken, their Altars 
Ouerturned,and that al Paganiſme went to confuſion; this direful Perſecutour 
then felt an infinit number of vipets to teare his entrails. And ſecing befides, 
that he with ſo much -ſharpnes was-ſent for, he imagined the Chriſtians, vido- 
riousouer perſecutian, would rent him ina thouſand pieces, Thereupon h#- 
ving his ſoulecxtremely perplexed, and his body burdened with diſcaſes, late 
lies and incurable, he perpetually inuokeddeath,the moſt amiable ofa 
his -Goddeſſes , to deliuer him.from-the ignominies and toiles of life. Inthe 
end ſhetooflowly anſwering his defire,, as the moſt probable opinion pe 
kes, he haſtned her pace ,taking poiſon., as a man who could not dye by 3 
worſe hand.then bis owne. | | 

Beholi-the deſperate end of the greateſt Perſecutour which the Churci 
hath euer had : who endeauouring to extirpate our Religion, bath filled out 
Martyrologes with. the nawes of Martyrs , .qur Altars with _— 
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Chriſtianity with Crowns , andthe world with vertues, and buried himfelfe' 
in the tomb of deſpaire and infamy ; to teach al Great-ones, that a worſe” 
pindnes cannot fal vpon them ,then the perſecution of Innocents, whoſe 
dloud-hath avoice in it, which-.cryeth our to the memory of al Ages. 


Licinis being alienated from the freindſhip of Conſtantine, failed notto @__ ... - 
ae Diocletian into the number of the Gods, although himſelte were ſhortly Con—_— Lt- 


after to be razed from the number of men. This creature, who by report of 
Keathens of his owne faRion was couetous, cholerike, and laſciuious, 
could not long comply wich the hamours of Conſtantine : for he ceaſed not to 
torment the Chriſtians, which were in his Empire, with exceſhue cruelties, 
cough himſelfe,as we have ſaid, had ſigned Edidts in their tauour, 


Conſtantine, who ſuffered as much as he thonghr reaſonable, ſecing his ſpirit Firſt battel againft 
became vntracable,armed againſt him, Thefirſt encounter was at Cibales, a him, 


City of Sclauonia, where Conftantime was encamped vpou a hil, & Licinias in the 
valley. The bartel was very ſharp on both.fides, it laſted a whole day , from 
morning tilnight,they-ſcarcely breathing; and therin Conſtantine was in muck 
danger, had ir-not beenthatche ſpurre-of honour that:prickd him on, made 
kim doe admirable things ,which in the end diſcomfited Licintws, aud put him 
toflight. He went-creeping away, like an old-ſerpent,who had recelucd many 
blowes, bur yet retained ſtrength & poiſon. For hauing gained Thrace, where 
kethought himſclfe Rrongeſt, he rallied his troops,and diſpoſed himlelfe for 
another warre, | 

' Conſtantine ſtourly followes him, findmg-meanes to paſſethe riuers,, wherof 
theſeflying enemies had brokemthe bridges to cur off their way, and he ſo 
peedied, that he ſuddenly was in Thrace, neere to-the Army of Licintus. From 
that very enening he ranged his forces for fight, reſoluing to giue them.bar. 
telat the breake of day, Licinius ſeeingthey tollowed him fo hard at heeles, 
madea vertue of neceſlirty, and animated himſclfe to ſuftainethe ſhocke, ha- 


zingno want of men able todee-brauely, This ſecond battel was alſo yery-2. Bartel. 


rough,both parties bearing themſclues:manfully: and the ballance of victory 
ſeeming not yet ro encline either to one fide or other , behold fivethouſand 
Legionaries:of Conſtantine , that had verylong-chaced Licinize not being able 
toouertake him, ariued tn the heat of this battaile, and fel vpon his Army to 
encloſe ir; but he, who was to'ſay truly valiant in theart military, defended 
himſelfe very wel,and inthe end freeth himſelfe from this fight, with compo- 
tionto leaue Sclaovis tO Conſtantine , contenting himfelte ro raigne 4n Thrace 
andthe. Eaſterne parts, | 
This accord-was figned with the bloud-of Valens, whom Licinizs had be. 
ecreated Ceſar, and whoſe puniſhment/Conflantine demanded in this treaty 
ofpeace,as he who was authourof al thoſe Ciuildifſentions. 'This peace'ſo 
Phiſtered vp, laſted not long. Liciviws, (Lit vpon- alteration, could not-containe 
kimſclfe within the limits of reaſon. He gathered together agreatmultitude 
of ſhips, from the coaſt of Cyprus, £gypt, Phenicie, Africa, Bythinia, and other pla- 
<s,and ſct a great Armedato ſe2,On the other part he had an hundred & fifty 
thouſand foot in the:field, with fitreen thouſand horſe. Conſtantine wel percei- 
ted that he. ayme at Monarchy, & had ſer vp his reſt.This was the cauſe why 
he prepared forces toconfront him,making a naual Army of about two hun- 
great ſhips of warre,, with two thouſand of burden, a foot-force of an 


. adred and twenty thouſand men, tenthouſand as wel Caualters as braue 
amen. 


Now was the time the affaire of Empires muſt peremptorily be decided, GreatviQory of 


Cnftantine armed with the confidence which he had in the Saujour of the 

world, whoſe baner was then aduanced in al his Armies, knowing that Licinia 

Was at that rime encamped at Adrianople , ouertooke him paſling the riuer ' 

Jer, at this preſent called Mariza, ſo ſuddenly , that at the firſt — 
'he route 


Fad of Licinus, 
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he routed at his Army ;killing thirty foure thouſand of his men, and taking, 
very great-many, others priſaners, who yealded to his obedience, Licivin was 
{op amazed with this blow, that he ſpeedily retired to Byzantine, which after, 
wards was Conſtantinople, where Conſtquine purſued and hardly prefled him, 1 


the meane tyme Ablanizs, who hadthe charge of the ſea torces of Licigiy 


reſoluivg to giue bartel, put to ſeaa great quantity of veſlels, ina Rreight 
which could not beare ſuch a number. The Admiral of Conſtantine determine 
taaflault him , with only fourſcore light ſhips, who at aduantage aflaile 
him, finding him much plunged in his fleete. Night hauing broken off thig 

fir} encaunter,they began a-treſh inthe open Sea, where the tempelt handled 

the veſſels of Licinius ſol, that an hundred and thirty were loſt, & the reſt pp 
to flight 

Wh {1ſt theſe things were in doing , Conſtantine very ſtraightly beſieged the 
Citty of Byzantings, bauing raiſed plattormes that were like huge mountai. 
nes, which at the leaft equalled in height the wals of the Citty, from whence 
he battered it,and endommaged ir with much facility, Licinus ſecing it wa 
not the (ecureſt way for him, gaingth Bichynis, where be tryeth his vtmoſt 
endeauour,making arrowes of al wogd : but al ſucceeded ſo 11 with him,tha 
of an Army which exceeded an hundred thouſand men,there {ſcarce remained 
thirty thouſand, He who could not yet: find in his hart to gine over , ſhuts 
himſclte vpin the Citty of Nicomedia, where Conſtantive furjoully aſlaulteth 
him; ſo that ſeeing himſelfe vpon the extreme deſpaire of his affaires, he 
went out of the Citty, and caſt himſelfe at the feete of Conſtantine, laying alide 
the purple robe and Diademe, and only demanding a place of ſafety , where 
he might paſſe thereſt of hisdayes, which could not much longer continue, 
tor he was fully threeſcore yeares of age, 

A certaine Prieſt of Nicemedia , who liued at that time there, and whoſe 
hand to this hiſtory, ſayth, that Conſtantine ſent him into France to bewalle bis 
ſinnes : but the-more probabje opinion is , that he = him to death, being 
weary of hjsdifturbances, and bauing wuch diſtruſt of his ſpirit, notwith- 
fanding that Conſtantia ſtjl liued , and begged of her brother the life of het 
husband. Copflanune cannot be excuſedto hane yſed moſt ſeuere puniſhments 
euen againſt his neereſt kindred, hauing ſtil in bis head the fire. of warre and 
ambition, and not being reconciled hut very late tothe mildnes of Cl 
Rianity. \ 2h 

Bcko1d how ſo many.Emperours being remoued, he remained ſole Maſter 


- of the world, making afterward diuiſions to his brothers, the ſonnes of 


The.ders,as he thoughtgood, He that would attentiuely conſider this arriul 


_ of Conſtantine tg Monarchy, and the raigne of more thenthirry yeares, which 


God gauec him, ſhal ſee more gleere then day,thatal theſe fauours came nol 
to him, but by the vertue of true Religion, whoſe Altars he the firſt of alEit- 
perours exalted. | x | 
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SECTION VEIL 


The vices and paſſions of Conſtantine before Baptiſme , with 
the death of Criſpus and Fauſta, 


IT W1IL not here preſent vnto you a Conflantine in out- 
VA for ( 7 ward lineament, as Euſebis hath done, to couer his 
0 yan / TX taults, and only expoſe beauties to view. It is na 
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wonder that he had vices before Baptiſme, but ir 
15 the miracle of Chriſtianity to change Lions into 


/ 
p, | 
A f AYE) - : 
\ PA TY) INV lambes ſinkes into fountaines , & thornes into roſes 


[ 0 . . 
A "3 j} and tulipans, The ice of winter makes the beauty 
br = N WW of the ſpring ; darknefſe contributes to the luſtre of 


light, nor euer isthe ſunne more bright,then after an 
ecclyple, So grace , which is the ſplendour of eternal light, makes it-ſelte 
tobe ſeen with more triumphs in armes, where it hath ſubdued moſt iniqui- 
ties, It is certaine, that this warlike humour of Conflantine, tranſported him 
into vanities , ambitions, iealouſies, and in ſome ſort into a bloudy diſpoſi- 
tion , which was greatly fomented by the education he recetued in the Pa- 
lace of Diocietian. 

Behold a prodigious accident, which happened in his houſe, by aprecipt= 
tation il ordred ; the death of his poore ſonne Criſpws, poiſoned by the com- 
mandement of his father, vpona wicked and finiſter calumny raiſed vpon 
him by his ſtep-mothe:. Verily my pen ſhakerh with horrour, being to touch 
yonthis hiſtory,and | know many Grecian flatterers cither haue paſſed it ro 
ouer in ſilence , or been willing to diſguiſe it in fauour of Couftantine : but the 
holy Martyr Arcemiws freely auoweth it before Iul:a4n the Apoſtata , who 
reproached him with it, forbearing rodeny a fa&, which was very notorious, 


yet deſirous to (weeten it by interucyning circumſtances. Cardinal Baronixe Conſtant. 19.Bar. 


Ismuch diſpleaſed with Euſebius, who hath ſpoken nothing of it, as if it were 
athing very ſtrange, that a man,who wrot to the ſonne the life of his father 
Informe of a Panegirike , ſhould not charge his writings with crumes and 


furies, which men then endeauourcd to ſupreſſe by al meanes. Great men Alban, animal. 
have their judgements roo tender for ſuch like hiſtories,8 ordinarily reſem- Albertus, 


dlethat creature, which beares his gal in his eare. They cannot heare atrue 
hiſtory in any thing which roucheth them, without offence;they mult ſome- 
times vnderſtand their owne liues in the rumours of people: where the one 
— rakes the liberty of ſpeaking al,ſince the other takes licence of 
oing al, 

The vices of Conſtantine about theſe times cannot be cocealed.But he haning 
auſcd his ſonne Criſpus to be put to death, 8& therunto added the death of his 
Wife Fauſia, who had raiſed the calumny againſt the innocet,this diſticke was 
axed tothe gates of his Palace,attributed afterward to Conſul Ablauins : 

Saturni aurea ſecla quis Tequirat ? 
Sunt hac gemmea, ſed Neronians. 

It was analluſion to the humour of Conſtantine, who much loued pearles & 
Mecious ſtones;as allo to thar, which paſſed in the matter of Criſpus and Fauſts, 
tte ſubſtance whereof is this: Ler vs not ſeeke any more for the golden Age of Saturne: 
Febald one al of pearle; but the Age of Nero. 

Let vs ſpeake what we thinke moſt probably to haue happened in this 

are, We haue already mentioned , how Conſ#antine in the prime of 
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youth was cſpouſed in his firſt wedlocke to Mmerzine, vpon which the wr; 


The &(t mar12ge 


of Conſtantine, ters of his time have much praifed him, as aPrince very chaſt , whotoaugjz 
wandering and vnlawfal pleafures, willingly tyed himſelfe to a legitimgs 
marriage , and from that time tooke vpon him the ſpirit of a husband, 1; j, 
Mincruina, anealy matter to belieue, thatthis Mweruina, whom he married, hd rakenth, 


name of Mme, becaufe ofthe wiſdome, grace, and beauries, reſplendentjy 
her perſon. It ſcemes theſe great perfe&tionsot mind & body euer dra aloy 

with them a certaine fate, which afoordeth them no long continuance, by 
rather thefiues of roſcs, that in the cuening make a tombe of the ſcarly 
whereof .in the morning they made acradle, The poore Princeſſe quickl 
dyc\latter ſhe had brought forth ro Cenſtantine at one birth, which was her fr 
and laſt,twotwinnes,to wit, a ſonne named Criſpws,and a daughter, who fron 
the name of her Grand=mother was called Helena, and afterward married 
Ialtzn the Apoitata, 

This Criſpu was verily the moſt accompliſhed Prince of that Age, for he 
at the very firſt ſucked in piety with his milke, hauing the moſt glarigy 
$.Helena for his firſt Miſtrefle in Chriftianity, From thence being initiate jg 
the [tudy of good letters, he had for tutour that tamous man Lattuntins Firmi, 
nus , one-of the moſt eloquent and ancienteſt Authours of Chriſtianity : why 
being the inftruour of Ceſars, notwithſtanding liued in ſuch pouerty , thy 
he with much ſtraitneſſe-cntoyed the neceſlitics of lite. Criſpus hauing many. 
red his ſpirit with learning, very couragiouſly addicted himfelfe tothe exee. 
Ciſe of armes ; wherin he very wel expreiled the Genius and dexterity of hi 
father , but with much more grace and ſweerncs, For hiſtories afſureys, he 
was of viſage moſt amiable, ful ot attractiucs and admiration , which mate 
vpon the minds of men ſo much the more 1mpreſlion , as they were ingratte 
in a.ſinguJar modeſty,and a goodnes ſo natural, rhat no man could neer-haud 
behold it withour afte&ion. : 

O God, what fury is there indiſhoneſt loge, and how much did it diſturb 
the houſe of Conſtantine !Tt Lords and Ladies, who giue admitrance to aff. 
Rions ani thoughts vnlawtul, did wel conſiderthe acerbities which attend 
this paſſion , they would rather reare their harts out with their nails, theg 

©» Simon the Ma- pollute them with ſuch ordures. It ts not without cauſe, what the wiſe ar. 
gitar ſaid, that phanes hath ſayd, that loue was baniſhed from heauen, as atrouble-feaſt aud 
mn _— diſturber of the repoſe of Diuinities, Thetruth 1s, where this paſſion ſerteth 
wankle | F'4 foot, itcxileth from thence innocency , and tranquility , two the moſt pre- 
icalouſy among c10us pearles of life; and were there wicked loues1n heauen, there would no 
the Angels, longer be fclicitics, Happy is thar lite, which hath no eyes for thoſe carnal 
beauties, and is al eyes to preſcruc it-ſelte , eſpecially in the beginning, trom 
ſuch ſurprizals. | 

The miſerable Fanſta, wife of Conſtantine, daughter of Maximian , who hadre- 
cejiued bad education inthe houſe of her father, and was of a very feiſualkw 
mour, euen ſo farre as to controule the denotions of her husband , and picke 
quarrels againſt Religion, which ſhe would neuer imbrace, had in this dil- 
order vehement diſpoſitions, ſiniſterly to admir the loue which the beauty 
of Criſpus might caſily affoord her. This divine feature ſtanding alwayes 
as an obie& for the wanton eyes of the Empreſſe, enkindled fo much fire i 
her veincs, that another flame muſt be found to quench ir. The chilcren 
which ſhe had by her husband were nothing to hex in compariſon of Criſps 
Cri/pus was in her hart, Criſp in her thought, Criſpus in her diſcourſe, whereil 
ſhe yer had ſome temper, tearing to diſcouer her paſſion. Yer could She ndt 
forbeare but ſay , Criſpus was the idza of perte&t men, and the incomparable 
ſonne; whoſe worth and vertue would ſurutue with the world, It was much 
wondered, how a ſtep-mother ſhould entertaine ſo much good opinion of 
the ſonne of her husband, yer$he hauing hitherto liued within the limits of 
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honour , it was interpreted, al theſe affe&ions were fincere and.innocent, 
criþgs , who then thought not vpon his owne defence, in a combat that was 
zothing bur courteſy,tooke al theſe fauours as witneſſes of a moſt vnſpotted 
zmity,reciprocally rendringto her much reſpet, wherewith ſhe ſhewed her. 
kite not alitle troubled, defiring he would treat with her in a moxe free 
{bion : for loue had already deſpoiled her of maicſty. - 

$. 4uguſtine hath very wel ſayd, that he who wil puniſh an exorbirant ſpirit, 
muſt leaue it4n it's owne hands,to ſerue both as a ſcaffold and executioner to 
i.ſelte, The vnfortunate Fauſts, who had already giuen ouer- free paſſage 
tolinne,, felt acceſſes of ice & fre, of defires,ot affrightments, of confidence, 
&remorſe.Her conſcience accuſed her in the bottome of her hart,and ceaſed 
zotzoſhew her the-cnormity of this fault, when by the help of impudency, 
ſhe chought to haue quenched theſe litle ſparkles of goodnes , which God 
ſoweth in the moſt forſaken harts, She knew not how or where to beginthis 
pernicious defigne, Criſps ſeemed to be toochaſt, his Chriſtian Religion 
made him in her opinion too auſtere, his ſpirit was as yet too tender,and not 
capable of a powerful wickednes ;and although he ſhould conſent, where 
may-faithtul complices be tound, fir occafions, and liberty, to content an in- 
famous deſire? The paine, which ordinarily attendethcrimes, the rigour of 
2Cmſtantine icalous of this bed, the infamy, and apprehenſions of puniſh- 
aicents, comming to fal ypon her thoughts, made her welto {ce both the abyſle 
andhorruur : but paſſion tranſported her hoodwincked , beyond al cenſide- 
xtions; ſo that one day taking her opportunity , ſhe accoaſted the yong 
Prince with words , which ſufficiently teſtified her a loſt woman. Bur he, 
who would -not at the firſt pur her into confuſion, with modeſty declined 
what ſhe had ſayd,and interpreted it farre from her thought, She who would 
no longer appeare a Lucrece, being much troubled he ſhould vnderſtand 
inachaſt ſenſe, what ſhe had ſpoken to an il purpoſe, vnfolds her ſclte ſo 
freely,that che wiſe Criſps, no futrher able to ſuffer this blulhlefle ſpirit,ſpake 
aword to her, rough and hopelefſe, That if sbe perſiſted in chis tnfamons deſire , be 
wuld give the Emperour notice ; and therupon flew from her likea lightning, and 
withdrew, leauing herina deſpaire and rage,not ſufficiently ro be expreſſed, 


Alher loue then turned into a diabolical hatred, which ſuggeſted furies and ; Jn 
blackethoughts, reſoluing with herſelfero vic him.as the wite of Puriphar did rage. 


liſeph. She ſerued herſelfe with al the armes of griete, which were atthatrime 
very natural ro her,cealing not to weep a —_— her husband, as if ſhe 
had aflicted herlſelfe for the horrour of anthers {tune : yet had ſhe: ſo much 
cunning that ſhe feigned to hide her teares and {mother her lighes, to render 
tie diſguiſe more dangerous, by a pretext of modeſty. 


The Emperour ſeeing her in this plight, asked the cauſe of herſadnes, She A wicked <a- 
uſwered, it was fit for his Maicſty not to kwow it. He the more perſiſted ro "7" 


deritand what ſhe feigned to concealc, preſſing and interrogating her , to 
aw acalumny from her,with as much earneftnes as one would atruth, In 
the end the declared with many counterfeit horrours, and words cruelly 
Udclt, That bis ſonne Criſpus would bane enterprized vpon the boneur of his bed; 
Mt Goa be thanked , her faith inutolable put her vader ſajety , free from ſuch dangers : And 
1he demanded no other ſatisfaction from this miſerable man, who was fled., but the 
"Morſe of his wicked conſ. tence. Conſtantine recomending ſilece vnto her,entred 
nto 2a black and deep anger, propoſing vnto himſelfe, that the retrear of his 
lane was a norte of his crime ; he determined therfore to put him ſpeedily to 
&zth, and for this purpoſe calling one of his ſeruants, the moſt truſty and 
reſolued for executions, hauingvnder great oaths and execrations obli- 

Kd him to ſecreſy , giues him expreſſe commandement to meet with his 
Criſps as fone as he could , to treat warily with him , not afrighting, 
Wrgiuing him the leak ſuſpicion , and with al not to faileto ſerue him at his 


firſt 
i 


i 
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Gtft repaft with poifoi wel prepared , foro fend him into the other wot 
This man amazed at ſuch a dreadftl command, asked of the Emperoyr Ih 
hd jo wel reſolued on this affaire, as to *f* d ſonne of ſo. great merit it this manney x try 
dayth he, I bawe chonght wpon it , and 4 45 neceſſary be dye : for | maſt rel you , it not bens 
eedſnl ro enforme your further that beſides the practiſe concerued by him bi, l! fe 15 nc omputily 
with mine. The othcr ſuppoled he had plotted ſome conſpiracy vponthelin 
and ſceprer of his father ; behold the caufc, why he haſtnee the blow, & be;, 
already very familiar with poore Criſp, he accoaſted him with ereat cog? 
plemenrs of honour and courteſy fayning to make him merry,becauſc ingeey 
he then ſaw him 1n a very {ad humour, vpon that which had paſſed betweey 
him and Fauſtz, coucring hts thoughts as much as he might, to preſerue the 

' honour of his wicked ſtep-morher, Heerupon an vnahappy banquer was pre, 
pared for the innocent, which was the laſt of his life, poiſon being trite. 

rouſly given him, there where he tealt expected it. 

Verily this death, which way fo eucr we look, ts moſt lamentable, Th. 
Tragedies which bemoane it withfo much ornamert,as that of our Stepboniy, 
haue much ſpirit in them ; but taking onely the thing in the fimple nakedueg 
of the fac, it miniſtreth matter of compaſſion ts harts moſt obdurate+ 4 
yong Prince, at that tfme the moſt abſolute inthe world, beautitut as an aj, 
om, valiant as an Alexander, innocent as a loſeph, at that tyme taken away,whez 
he was at the gates of the Empire which expected mm,and raken away by 
death fo hydeous and trecherous ,and by the commandement of his tather 
who cauſed him to dye as one inceſtuous,not admitting him to ſpeake, ng 
permitting himto iuftify himſelfe, nor affoording leaſure to know himfehe, 
nor one (mal moment of tyme to prepare himnfelfe for death , which is 
allowed to the moſt criminal, He was filently inuolucd in the extremity of 
vnhappines,to ſhut vp the mouth of innocency,andopen that ot calumny, 
raile againſt his very aſhes. 

The gencrous ſonle, euer prepared for this paſſage by the lawes of Chi. 
ſtianity, which it had ſo deuoutly embraced, iſſued out of his chaſt body ,to 
haſten to the crowne of the Ele&, leauing incomparable forrowes behindit, 
Alas! what doth nora wicked affcRion, a calumny , aſuſpicion , au vnbrid. 
led anger, an in conſiderate word ?O you great-ones, wil you neuer learne 
wiſijome by the cuils of others. | 
The rage-of Fau- AS ſoone as this newes came tothe Court, the wicked Fauſts wel ſaw it 
Na turned uto was an cffe& of her treachery, and liuely repreſenting before her owneeyes 
Pitt y. this poore Prince, whom ſhe before had ſomuch affected, at that time ſows 

_ worthyly maſflacred,in a beauty, in an age, whereinſuch as dye are molt pit- 
tied, and in a goodnes, which would haue giuen matter ot compaſſonto Ty- 
gers and Lyons;al her paſſion and hatred was turned into an enraged ſorron, 
which made her cry out and lament atthe feet of her husbang, conteſling ſhe 

Calurany diſcoues P2d flaine the chaſt Criſpw, by her dereſtable calumny , that it was ſhe who 
zcd, had ſolicited him to cuil, but had found him a Ioſeph, endowed with an inuit- 
Cible chaſtity and has deteſted her ſinne, as it wel deſerved; wherupon exc 
ted with choler,& fearing to be preutted,ſhe had proceeded to this dreadful 
accuſation, and therfore was vnworthy to liue , ſince (he had {laine the mok 
innocent Prince of the world, and ſtained his owne father with his prope 
bloud. 
Conſtantine amazed beyond deſcripris at ſo prodigious an accident, had ne 
therreply , nor ſenſe of a man, ſo much had wonder rapt him from himſelfe 
but when he ſaw his holy mother Helena , who had (6 tenderly bred vptl 
poore Criſps, bewailing him with vacenſolable teares , and begging of the 
father, at the leaſt the body of her grand-child, to waſh it with the wXt 
of her cyes,and bury it with her hands, ſaying , the wicked beaſt had flayi 
het ioſeph; he was pierced to the quicke with compaſſion , mingled w! 


Death .of Ciiſpus 


fury 


luely q 
pire « Y 
ware y 
hae re 
teth, to 
dence f 
Out whi 
Vaine. 1 
that the 
of ſalſe 


« vnha, 


1s Pre. 
raite. 


The 
bon 
ednes 
+& 
} aVſe 
When 
' bya 
Uher, 
, Dor 
{che 
Ch is 
ty of 
ny,to 


Chris 
y,to 
ndit, 
brid- 


1ſelfe 
vp 
of the 
v ate 
layne 
with 
fi ur}; 


THE SOLDIER. 157 


furx. Thenthe poore ſiſter ofthe deceaſed , who ſeemedto be nought els bur 
the ſhaddow of her brother, comming alſo to difſolue herſclfe whaly into tea- 
es.necre ro her Grand-mother, this ſpe&acle che more cnkindled the paſſion 
ofthe Emperour : And thinking that Favſta wel deſerued death, being conuin- 
dot ſuch amiſcheite by her owne conteſſion, he cauſed her toenter intotie 
hath , and ſo in an inſtant to be {mothered with the vapour , which was a pu- 
diſþment wherwith many times they pur perſons of quality to death. 


Behold the iſſue of the hydeous loues of Faufta,to teach al Ladies, that tnoſe Death of Fauſta, 


paſſions, which begin by complacences, ſoothings,and curioſities, very often 
ad in horrible tragedies. Inthe meanetime the houſe of Conſtantine remajned 
loag drenche«l 1n a dead ſilence, and al was very ſecretly carried, ſothat none 
kaowing what puvlikely rothinke of the death of Criſpws and Fauſt, it gaue oc- 
cion to many to afhrme they dyed for ſome conſpiracy, 

We cannot ere excuſe Conſtantine of a violentanger, a precipitation, and a 
proceeding too bloudy . Howſoeuer, he cauſed Criſp to dye vnder a falſe be- 
liefe of impurity , which he thought was to be reuenged, and F4ufta puniſhed 
by way Of iuſtice, Behol why this finne, though it hath much miſchiefe in ir, 
yet hath it not the dererminate wickednes of the finne of Dauid inthe deathof 
Ins, becauſe the one wrought with a manifeſt knowledge of his crime, and 
theother proceedesy rineria with much ignorance, & ſenſe of juſtice. Yet Cone 
tutmeafrer theſe exorbitances,was touched with great remorſe, which inthe 
cad put ij actually oa the protelſion of Chriſtianity, 


SECTION. vIIL 


The ca'lin? of 'Con/tantine fo Chriſtianity, The progre ſe of his 
Conuerſion and Bapti[me, 


HAV E alwaies eſteemed the ſaying of $S. Paulinus, 
= vhich we before alleaged, very probable , that the 
aith of 8. Helena did not only make Conſtantive a Chrie 
ti2n,but the firſt of Chriſtian Princes. This good mo- 
22 ther without doubt gaue him the firſt rincture of Chri- 

I ſtianity;burbeing of an ambitious and warlike ſpirit, 
($} who went along with the maine ſtreame of the world, 
5/7 he was not ſoſoone confirmed inthe faith & integrity 
7 * of Religion. Notwithſtanding, he began to haue moſt 
luely apprehenſions for his conuerſion about the ſeauenth yeare of his Em- 
pre, which was the yeare of the defeat of Maxentius ; whillt he had this greac 
ware ypon his hands, his temporal neceſlitics opening his eyes,that he might 
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have recourſe to ſpiritual forces, He then endeauoured , as he atterward rela- Beginning Of the 
«th, to meditate ſcriouſly within himſelfe, that there was ſome diuine proui- conuerſionof the 


dence from heauen, which oaue concuſſions to victories and Empires, with- Empire, 


out which the counſels of men were cloudy, their armies weake, and labours 
vaine. Atrcerward remebring what had paſſed in the Romane Empire, he ſaw 
that thoſe Emperours,who had ſhewedtheſclues moſt ferucr in the ſuperſtitis 
of[alſe Gods, & were the greateſt perſecutoursof Chriſtias,had beg infamous, 


& vnha Ppy,not beloued of the people, without name,not honoured, iſſueleſle, 
and 
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and for the moſt part odious and execrable to poſterity, He then imaging 
that this Religion, which profeſſed ſo much ſandtiry , and was growne vp i 
the tempeſts of three hundred yeares, had ſome-thing diuine init, & tharyy. 
haps it would not be amiſſe to inuoke in this great labyrinth of atfaireg th, 
+ God of his mother. | 
As he then went vp and downe reuoluing theſe difcourſes in the bottoms 
of his thoughts, caſting his eyes vp to heauen, he perceiued about the euenin 
the figure of a great Croſſe, al compoſed of molt reſplendent light,which fe, 
med vnto himtobeare theſe Characters, IN HOC VINCE, Vanqub ini; 
figne. This was much more important then the bow 1n heauen, which A4usyf, 
Ceſar ſaw abour the ſunne , when he entrec tnto Rome to take poſleſſion of the 
Empire. Notwithſtanding, Conſtantine and the Captaines , who oblerueq thi 
fignein heauen, had ſome diſtruſt , becauſe of the figure of the Croſſe, which 
til the was euer accounted of an il preſage. Now as the Emperour fleptinth; 
night,in great perplexity of cogitations, itſeemed that the God of the Chi, 
ſttans appeared vnatohim , withthe ſame ſigne which he had ſeen the dayhe. 
fore, commanding him expreſlcly to carry it hecratter in his enfignes, 
Following this viſion, he cauſed a banner to be made,in the manner as Fu. 
biz deſcribeth it,who had ſeTit.It was asa lace al of gold, which had a pieces 
wood athwart in forme of a Croſſe, fro whece hung a rich imbrodery , in which 


was the image of the Emperour and about it a Crown of gold4 

') pearle, which bare in the midle the two firſt letters of the nany 

nl - of our Sauijour, This was from that time forward his primebj. 
ner which the Romans called the Labarum, It was no otheryil: 
different from the ſtandarrs of the Roman Bands, but thatitcg. 

Tied the facred cypher of this venerable Title , which wasna: 


vnderſtood by al the world, but held by the Pagans as ſome deuilſe of the phan. 

taly of ſpirit, The warre againſt Maxentixs hauing ſo proſperouſly ſucceeded, 

we haue ſaid, vnder this propitious ſtandart, Conſtantine held the Sauiourof 

the world in great veneration, and made the Edi&s,which we know,in fauour 

of Chriſtians. Notwithſtanding he for a long tyme deferred his publike and 

\ ſolemne profeſſiontherof, whether it were that the courſe of grear warlike 

enterpriſes and affaires diuerted his mind, or whether he feared to diſtaſt the 

prime men of the Empire by this change. Itis likewiſe thought, that his wit 

Favſta, whom he in the beginning much affeQed, greatly weakened his loueto 

Chriſtianity ; in ſuch ſorr, that the Chriſtians ceaſed not to be ti} i] entreated 

Abfolute conuer- in this remifneſſe ofthe Emperour. Inthe end,after the calamity of thedeath 

fion of the Empire, of his ſonne and wife ſotragicaily happened in his owne houſe , he ſeriouſly 

| opened his eyes, about the nineteenth yeare of his Empire, toſeeke remedy 
for his cuils. 

Zofimus, a Pagan, leadeth vs as it were not thinking of it, to the knowledge 
of the time, and manner of his baptiſme, For he ſaith, that Cenſtentine,afterthe 
death of Criſps and Faufts , had great remorſe of conſcience; & that not wholy 
having abiured Paganiſme, he ſought from South-ſayers and Pagan Philoſo- 
phers,as others adde,the meanes to purify himſelfe fr6 the bloud, whichheo 

Diſcourſe of So. Vafortunately had ſhed. It is ſaid that one Sopater,the wiſeſt of the Platoniſts,who 
pater, had ſometime liued in his Court , told him theſe ſtaines of bloud would flick 
on ſoules, & nener be waſhed our, & that if they departed this life without pu- 

niſhment, they wouldre-enter into other bodies to expiate in the end thole 

crimes whichthey had commitred, and that there was no other remedy. The 

Emperour found this Philoſophy very harſh , and his ſpirit being wuch 

rormented with very ſtrange diſturbances , behold , ſaith Zoſimw , 3" 

Agyptian newly come from Spaine to Rome : ( note that he meaneth the 

* gteat Biſhop Hoſiw , who was ſent at the ſame time into Agype by Pop 


Siuefter,) This &gypiian, faith he , hauing infinuated himfelte into the fa 
uout 
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zonr of ſome I adies of the Court, found by their meanes accefſe tothe Empe. 
rour, who failed not to propoſe vnto him the difficulties and troubles of his 
conſcience. This man anſwered him, that his Maieſty ſhould not need to dif. 
quiet himſelfe hercupon , and that there was no crime ſo enormous, wt.ich 
might not be expiated by the reinedies which are practiſed in Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. To this the Emperour very willingly hearkned, & reſolued, aldelayes 
yd apart, to become a Chriſtian. | 

See here the beginning of the Baptiſme of Conſtantine,As for the ſequele, itis 14; Baptifine, 
2queſtio much perplexed:for ſome would haue him to be baptized in the ſub. 
urbs of Nicomedia,vpon the point of death, & others at Rome by S, Silueſter,abour 
thenineteenth yeare of his Empire, 1ſay briefly to decide this difficulty, that 
itisa moſt vnreaſonable beliefe, rothinke that Conſtantine the Grear , called 
by the general voice of the holy Fathers, The Holy & Religious Empereur Ciſtantine, 
recorded in memorials and publike regiſters of the Church,whichare recited 
before Aitars,as the chicfe of Orthadoxe Princes; Conſtantine, whom the Arians, 
yeathe moſt refratary , which haue been atrer him ,, neuer durit declare of 
their fFation,to haue been Chriſtned at his death, by the hand of an Arian Bi» 

(10p,ourt of the communion of the Catholike Church, There is not one to be 

found who fauoureth this opinio, but Exſebius, who hath bee an enfigne-bearer 

ofthe Ariens, & who no more ought to be credited inthisarticlethen a Pagan 

hiſtorian, it being moſt vnequalrto take him foraiudge, who had made him. 

ſelfe a party in this affaire. And it (ome paſſages be found ſomewhar goubrful 

inthe Chronicle of $. Hierome,which ſeeme to ſupport this errour, it is eaſy tu 

conſider, that this Docour, who was a Merchant enriched with infinit variety 

of learning, hath made many pieces, which he rather tranſlated and compiled 
fromothers,t1en compoſed vpon his owne inuention : & the learned are not 

ignorant, that his Chronicle is accounted in this kind of books , as a worke 

formed from obſcruations & opinions of Euſebins, which ſhould nor at al alter 

the eſtimation we haue of Conſtantine , acknowledged and auerred by ſo many 

other paiſages of the fame DoRour. And if $. Ambroſe in the funeral oration of 

Theodoſius , ſaid, that Conſtantine receiued Baptiſme being in extremity, we muſt Is virimiccIflirund 
not therfore inferre, that he was baptized by an Arian inthe laſt inſtant of his 
life; otherwiſe he would notcal him in the ſame paſſage a Monarch of great 
merit, who left faith as an inheritance for Princes of his poſterity, This extre- 
mity then is an extremity eyther of troubleſome affaires, in which Conſtantine 
ſaw himſelfe inuolued for hauing ſo long time deferred his Baptiſme , or as 
others ſay an extremity of ſicknes, wherewith he was ſurpriſedin the Citty of 
ime, and cured by Baptiſme, 

The opinion of Euſcbu being reieed,Iaske,whether it be not much more 
probable,totake that of a Councelenrire, and very ancient, held vnder Pope 
Silveſter about the yeare of our Lord three hundred twenty foure,which is ſaid 
expreſly to hane been aſſebled at the ſame tyme that the Emperour Conſtantine 
Was baptized by $i««ſter Biſhop of Rome , then to adhere to inuentions of a paſ- 
lionate aduerſary ? As for other circumſtances of this Baptiſme , which are 
drawne from the acts attributed to S.Siluefter,we rnuſt affirme, there are diuers 5, hiſtory of the; 
things very hard to belieue, if we proceed according to humane real : for we Baptiſme of Con- 
cannot ſo eaſily imagine what is expreſſed inthoſe writings , that Siluefler was flantme drawne 
hidden in the caucrnes of the mountaine , which afterward bare his name, fr = = actes at- | 
fying the perſecution of Conſtantine: of which other authours makeno metion, out ono 
&deing contrary to the humour & Edidts ofthis Prince, who afterthe victory aac, piouſly we 
Ktined againſt Maxentivs, euer fauoured Chriſtianity, Beſides, it is there (aid, belicued , then e$ 
that Conſtantine demanded , what Gods were $S. Peter anc Paul , who had feRually proued, 
peared tohim in his fleep: Which was not very likely in an Emperour , that 
ſ9 many yeares before was inſtructed in the my ſeries af ChriſtianReligion, 


Aidealſo the leaproſy of Conſtantme , wherof no aurhour hath ſpoken before 
| P 2 thoſp 
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thoſe a&s, and wherewith it 1s held that Conſtantius the ſonne of this greatgy 
perour was much offended , complaining they attributed to his father coun. 
terfeyt maladies,to cure him inpiRure. If we muſt purſue opinions humane. 
ly reaſonable, I would ſay, that Conſtantine could no more be leaprous, the, 
our King Clodoueu of moſt glorious memory-; of whom $S. Gre gory of Towers 
hath ſaid,that on the day of his Baptiſme he was cured of an oldleaproſy,jng. 


Gregor, Turon, 
hiſt, 1,2, cap. z1. | . ; . 
Proelie nows Confian- ding by that ſpeach, from ſinne. 1r is true that Cardinal Baronixs doth al which 


tinue ad lanecrum anable man may to cleare theſe difficulties : but there are certaine thing, 


deletuyus 


- 16 e leprg vereris which itis more comely to belicue piouſly,then caſily to eſtabliſh by reaſon 


And therfore if the reader here deſire to know my conceit, I hold, it is ateme, 
rarious thingto goe about to taxe and turmoile old beliefs, which thoy þ 
they paſſe nor for articles of faith , are notwithſtanding receiued with egjg. 
Centre mulios ſape e Cation in common opinions, Varre ſaith , that to deſire tobe wiſe contrary t 
deſipere eft. common vnderſtanding,is toranke onesſelfe 1n the number of fooles:angth, 

9 great S. Hilary hath ſaid very worthily,that the firſt verity of wiſdome is ſome. 
Sapientie prime Þr* tj me to belicue whatone would not , ſubmitting our iudgement to men gf 
veridas eſt , interdum x >” Rb ode 0 
ſaprre quad nels, Che beſt vnderſtanding :whichifit were wel conceiued, fo many yong hea 
H1lar. 1.8, de 1ri- would be aſhamed to account themſelues able men, eſpecially in matcer of 
Mitace, faith, therby inordinately taxing al the monuments of antiquity, 

I ſay then, for thele acts, whichare accountee to be S. Suueſters, & name! 
for thoſe reported by Pope Adrian,as it is not my intention to engage my ſelf 
vpon the proofe of them by a way of ſleight humanereaſons, fo would [ yg 
in any ſort impugne, bur rather belicue them , with a Religious ſimplicity 
which is the ſcience of Saints, and ever the moſt aſſured. 7 

| Hiſtory of Bapric- Theſe acts tcl vs, that Conſtantine ftil deterring his Bapriſme , and liuingjy 
meaccordingrs MrUCh liberty , was ſtrucken with a leaproſy , which was a manifeſt wo 
theadts of S. Sil- fro heauen, wherewith greatly afflicted, he conſulted with Magicians to apply 
ucſter. ſome remedy. They gaue himdeadly counſel, wherof the Kings of Xgyprhal 
heertofore made vic inthe like malady,which was to make a bath ofhumane 

bloud. This at the beginning ſeemed to him very ſtrange, but the infirmity 

which preſſed him had no earesto heare reaſon: litle children were taken of 

> the meaneſt condition in the Citty,to cut their throats like ſheep, and conſe. 

crate their bloudto the health of the Emperour, The mothers deſcheueled& 

deſperate, ranne after their tender infants, cuen to the gates of the Px 

lace, and howled ſo dreadfully, that Conſtantine hearing their cryes , and with. 

al the cauſe of their ſorrow, commanded the infants to be reſtored to their 

mourneful mothers; eſteeming it more reaſonable to tolerate his cuil, then 

is tobe cured with ſo cruela remedy, | 
The night following,s.Peter, and, Paul*appearcd to him ina dreame, and 
aduiſed him to forſake al theſe Pagan ſuperſtitions, to reedify the Churches 
of Chriſtians , and ſend for Pope $iluefter , who was at that time hidden inthe 
grotsof Mount Sera&e,that would diſcouer yntohim a fiſh-pool, which ſhould 
heale his leaproſy. As ſoone as he awakened, he recounted his dreame tothe 
Lords of his Court, and ſent to ſeeke outthe Pope , who {ecing theſe Gentle. 
men come, diſpoſed himſelfe ro Martyrdome, thinking they came to lead hin 
forth to ſlaughter : but vnderſtanding from their owne mouths much other 
newes , heſct forward towards the Emperour , who moſt courteouſly reces- 
uedhim: and hauing made a long diſcourſe of matters which had happened 
vnto him concerning his calling to Chriſtianity , he demandeth of hiin what 
Gods were Peter and Paul, who had appeared vnto him infleep,and made ouer- 
ture of the fiſh-pool, wherin he ſhould be waſhed. The Pope anſwered they 
wereno Gods, but Apoſtles, and ſeruants of God, Therupon he required to 
ſee their images, which Sixeſter ſent for by a Deacon: and hauing found them 
liketothe faces he ſaw infleep, he cryed out aloud, that he no longer muſt de- 

ferre the fiſh-pool. 


——__ 


Silueſie 


—_ —_ 


Sluefter ſeeing him reſolucd to be baptized , commandeth a publike faſt, 
xcompanied with ordinary prayers, catechizeth the Emperour , and coun. 
fallech him tO take ſeauendayesof retirement , to prepare himſelfe for Bap- 


\ they M riſfine, and which is more,to lay aſide tor thoſe dayes the purple & Imperial 

Wwerg IN Diademe , that he might be cloathed with the habir of pennance.; which he 

inte. couragioully performed. And the day of Baptiſme being come, as ſoone as he 

vhich was waſhed with rheſe life-giuing waters , he was miraculouſly cured of his 

ings leprouly , beholding alight from heauen , and a hand ſtretched ouer him, \Scee 

alon, what is In theſe ancient monuments, & which Cardinal Barons rendreth pro- R 
eme, ©} bable withreaſons very conſonant, 


mt 


SECTION. IX. 


The alts of (pnſtantine after his Baptiſme. 


4 ONSTANTINE afrcer his Baptiſme began a quite other 
courſe of life : for laying aſide al humane reſpe&s, which had 
hicherto tyed himro Gentiliſme for conſideratios of hisState, 
he cauſed a Throne to be prepared in the Palace of Traian, 
> where hauing ſent for the Senate,hedeclarcd withthe eloquece 

of a Monarch the reaſons which had moucd him to this altc- 


what flatters their preſumption, Al nouelty is odioxe to thoſe, who loue th Ys partly drawne out 
fie preſump OKEeLy 15 0Gl ſe, who loue the old age of errour:Tet Tk ed 


AJmirable change 
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fpriently potent to moue a ſoale , which would eaſily yeald toreaſon : but God redogbling bi 
tnſprations, made me one d..y behold in the Heauens 4 prodigy, which many ſaw with me, v 
wit the figure of the Croſſe compoſed of moſt reſplendent light, whicb appearedenſt at the tay 
I was to Wag: bartdl agam(ſt Maxentius. 1 cal the lung God to witneſſe,, that | thergy 
read dittintily theſe words, written 44 with the rayes of the ſunne, IN HOC V INC L 
And tt is a wonder that 1 di ferred ſtil to yeald my ſelfe vp , tal ſuxu tyme , that the Saviuy 
the world aduerciſed me in a viſion, to tuke into my Star darts the figne which I bad ſeeay 
Heauen the day bejote. I inſtantly obeyed, and hae ſeen ſo prodigious effe@s ſucceed in they, 
feat of Maxentius, which you bane admired attributing to man that which was a Workeq 
the Diumity, 

I ouzht then to hae diſcouercd what 1 wes , but conſiderations of ftate , which Pad ty 
much force vpon my ſoule ſtayed me , and baue made me waike long buberto , in a life mg, 
licentions then I mrended, 1 now proteſt before the face of Heauen and earth, that 1 am , 
Chriſtian both m bart and profeſiion ; nor shal any moriues ever alter that , Which | bay h 
conſtantly reſolued on. Tet for al. this 1 purpoſe not to force any man im his Religion, leaung 
for thi. tyme belieſe as free as elements : Tet for the charity 1 beare towards my good ſubieh; 
1 cannat but with them as much good as my ſelfe. Now al my greateft bappineſſe , and wh 
I efteeme more then my purple and Diademe , is to emteriayne the knowledge of aliuing Gy 
which hath been reucaled to vs by his only Sonne Teſus-Chriſt, che Dottour and Saviour 
the world. His perſon is ful of miracles , his life of wiſdome and goodnes , bis dodrine of y. 
rity ; and if to conquer our pride axed expiate our demerits , be ba1b bumbled hanſclfe totheyy 
mishment of the Crcfſe , ſo much therfore the more ought it to be honourable , fmce be bat 
done for vs al that , which an mcomparable loue can doe , and endured al that whub an inxix. 
cible patience may ſuffer. 

1 can doe no other but loue and fingularly honeur thoſe who are enrolled vuder bisflanigr, 
4s my brothers in Reſigion : and let it not ſeeme ftrange to any , if berctofore »he wing my [eli 
very liberal to beauriſy and enrich the Temples of Gentiliſme , I now apply my ſeife tobwil 
and adorne the Churches. | wil-render what 1 owe to God aud my owne conſcience , not thi 
my ſubiets, whoaze of a Religion different from mine,be any way intereſſed, therein deſiring u 
preſerue them , as perſons , whom 1 bope one day to baue companions in faith , and cobentiy 
glory , iſ they adde neuer ſo litle conſent to the lights wberwub rhe wiſdome of God incanut 
bath replentshed the world.1 only beſeech thee,O great God,on when al Scepters aud Crowne 
depend. ſince you bane ynited the Eaſt er Weſt vuder my bands, you would arrange them ynle 
the yoak of your law , which is the knot of Empires and force of felcity, 1 offer yntojum 
perſon , mme armes, my Scepter., and al mine abilities , humbly beg ging of you to accept 
ſlender ſeruice, and to giue me the aſsi/'ing wiſdome of your thrones , to gouerue mn al bon, 
al iuſtice, al peace, and amity, tbe people which you baue committed to my cbange., 

This Orarion was heard by althe world, with very great applauſe, in ſac 


of the world by the ſort that for the ſpace of two houres , the cryes of an infinit vumber were 


oration and cxame 


ple of the Empe» 


rour, 


heard,who made many acclamations in fauour of Chriſtian Religion, Fourty 
rimes was repeated, /NVS DEVS CHRISTIA NO RV M, There is but one Gul, 
which # the God of the Chriftiaus: and thirty times was proclaimed, YET THOSE 
WHO DENT CHRIST , COME TO NOVGHT : and tegtimes , LET 
THE TEMPLES BE SHVT VP, LET THE CHVKCHES BE OPENED: 
And fourreene times, THOSE WHO ARE ENEMIES TO JESVS CH8IST, 
ARE ENEMIES TO THE EMPEROVRS. Andteutimes, THOSE WH0 
ARE ENEMIES TO IESVS CHKIST, ARE ENEMIES TO THE RG 
MANES : andfourty times, THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BVT HI 
WHO HATH SAVED Vs. AVGYSTVS CONGTAMNTINE : and filty 
times. HE EVER SHAL VANQUVISH WHO ADORETH THE 5+ 
VioVROF THE WORLD : Andrhirtytimes, LET THE PRIESTS 


OFIDOLS BE BANISHED OVT OF THE CITTT : and thirteen 


times, LET THOSE ALSO BE EXILED OVT OF RAME , WHO WIL SACRI- 
FICE TO 1DOLS : And fourty times , COMMAND THET 4E PRESENTU 


THKVYST OVT OF OVR WALS, 
| Vpon 
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Vpon theſe laſt cryes, the Emperour roſe vp, and making a figne with 
aihand , required ſilence , which inſtantly made alrhis great multitude to 
hold their pcace ; and thereupon : No, ſayth he, | intend not any man sbould be fore 
ad inrhie marcer of bis Religion; the ſcrmices of the world are oft trmes conflrainta : but tho/s 
gerender to Gol , ought euer to be rolantary, We baue no greater proofe of the Diumity, 
they mere). God shewerh what beis , inſolong time, and with ſuch patience , ſufferms the 
-apieries' aud ingratiiudes of men, 1 would baue al the world know, that | intend nat ro 
whe Chriſtians by neceſitty, but by ;ſcretion, As it is 4 crime to deny true Religion to thoſe 
phorequire1t , ſos 11 animportunny to ſeeke now toimpoſe ut by force on ſuch 45 demand it 
wot. They that wil not f [low my example , chal not therfore be ſeparated from my freindshup, 
law the common Fatber of al in general , and no manougbt ta be fruſtrated of the preſerus- 
ws which T owe h1m, 

Theſe words ſtayed the outcryes of thoſe, who already tranſported the 
efaires into diſorder,by an indiſcreert zeale , and gaue good afſuranceto the 
Pagans, ſo. that the Emperour going our of the Palace, they lighted at mid- 
day many Jamps &torches,to conduet him to his houſe, witha thouſand teſti» 
monies of ioy & alacrity. 

He ar the ſame time cauſed certaine lawes to be publiſhed, by whichhe E 
lefrthe Gentiles at liberty in the exerciſe of their ancient ſuperſtition, on * 
ſachcondirion, thar they ſhould abſteine to ſpeake in any ſort againſt the ha. 
zoar of rhe Sauiour of the world ; nor ſhould at al diſturb the Chriſtians : ad- 
ding, that he intended the ſonnes and daughters of the family , yeathe very 
ſerqzors, {ould not be kept by force inthe Pagan fuperſticion, but have al li- 
berty to be baptized when they had a wil thereunto, 

0 God , what incomparable charmes haue the examples of great-ones in 
them,co diſpoſe men to vertue! Nicephorusdaith; that in a very ſhort time there 
were numbred twelue thouſand men, beſides women and children baptized 
2 me, Yet was it obſerued , there were few Senatqurgnor of other polirike 
ſpirits; (o- much the wiſdome of rhe fleſh is contrary to thar of the Crofle, 
Rithistheinheritance of the humble, and al thoſe ſoules puffed vp with pre« 
ſumption of their owne ability , ſtick fo talt ro the carrh, that they looſe the 
light of Heauen. | | 


dits & conuers 
ons 


The holy Emperour, who was deſirous to render himſelfe as profitable by Picty of Conſtans 


workes & exemples , as he became comfortable inhis diſcourfes, employed © 
bimſglfe with an incredible feruour ip al that which might concerne the ſes- 
uceof God, and namely in the building of Churches, 

Where among other things he aid an a& worthy of immortality : for the 
eight day after his Bapriſme, paſſing to the place which was already dedica- 
tedto 5. PerePand where he had a purpoſerto build a faire Church, there inpre- 
ſence of al the world, he pulled off the purple robe and Diademe, tooke a 
ſpade in hand, and began to digthecarth, to lay the foundation; then throw. 
ng the (cultle vpon his royal ſhouders, he carried twelue burdens of earth in 
honour of the twelue Apoſtles, 

It was afpeRacleful of admiration, and which gaue an vnſpeakable ioy 
tothe Pope and Biſhops there preſent, Notwithſtanding the ſpirits of the 
times ſayd, it was to abuſe the purple roo much, aud vility the dignity of 
Ceſers: not conſidering that the Emperour Veſpsſian , from whom Conſtantine 
Wydeſcended, had done the like in honour of Idals,and were withal defi. 
0 that this man ſhould hauc leſle zeale for the liuing God, then others had 
Wedinghe ſeruice of Diuels. 

' Bur the deyaut Conflentine danced before the Arke , whilſt Michel murmu- 
eatthe window, He had 8 deſire to adornethe place where he was baptized, 
the crad{e of his Cheiſtianity : & made the maſt admirable Fone that was 
tr beheld, wherof we yet ſee ſome ſignes remaining , which our Holy Fa- 
Wer Pope Vrkan the Eight bath \Kely adorned, and embeliſhed with _ 
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aity.Hc hearkned to diſcourſes of God wth incomparable pleaſure ;& = 


ble endowments: For among other magnificences ,he cauſed it tobe al cOte. he ſp; 
red both within and without with plates of filucr, and commandedto ery, If yas 
inemboſſed worke the ſtatues of our Sautour and S. Toh Beptif » With ſeauee © 1cale 
fioures of Harts, which prowred out water ; al which was alſo in very fineg, © cane 
uer , ſo that it appeared with a merue11ous lultre. He commanded forey, who 
riofiry toburne balme inſtead of oyle inthe lampes there hanging, defirgy W af el 
to apply the vic of this pretious liquour to ſeruices of the Church »lincey, Þ world 
liogabalw,the moſt prodigal of al the Emperours , had vicd it inthe lamps y  rying 
his houſe, tion. 
He was not contentto ere&two Churches,the one to S. Perer,and the Other 14 
to S. Paul, which he enriched with innumerable guifts ; but he alloc nation 
his proper Palace of Lateran into a Church of our Sauiour . whichourki he C2 
haue afterward done in imitation of him, oftentimes giuing their houſs reput 
to make houſes of God. He likewiſe there eſtabliſhed a good quantity ofre. ſ x his 
uenewes for the poore , which ſhould become Chriſtians, leauing the meny WY forwa 
ging thereof to the diſcretion of the Pope, doeth 
It would be a prodigious thing, yea very troubleſome, to reckon yp par. MW wich | 
ticularly al the preſents he gaue, & rents he ſerled in fauour of Churches, revere 
ſufficeth totel you that the Pegans became ſo iealous , that fro that time fy, MW wr vl 
ward, they began to cal him the PV P 1 L,ſaying,that the firſt ten yeares of i Mine 
Empire,he had been a good Emperour;the ſecodtena robber,deſpoyling Li WW j-.9e8 1 
nius & others:But as for the third ten, he had put himſelfe into Turelage,r His 
ning to the Church the, whole wannage of hiseſtate.Seethe ordinary hyper. MW mexc: 
boles of paſſionate ſpirits , who behold with an enyenomed eye the wealth W ifs, 
which is raken fromryots 8& vanities,to be beſtowed on the Church, Yetno  fatues 
withſtading this great Emperour ſountermingled magniticence with the hus MW tocnd: 
bandry of his reuenewes, that the people were not negledtcd , nor did his M fvered 
grearneſſe looſe any thing of it's luſtre. þ Now b 
It is a ſtrange thing, that with al thoſe celeſtial qualityes which Gol I of ch1 
had conferred vpon his perſon, he could.neuer tame the ſtubborne ſpiritsof MW feemed 
the Roman Senate ; ſo much infidelity ioyned to preſumption admirteth obſty. ticles,” 
' clestothe lighrs of verity. This affront made him vndergoe another reſols M Befo 
tion, to build a Citty cl{e- where, which he would cqual to the maicſy of Wl receſſi 
Rome, and faſhion to his beſt liking,as he afterward did, changing the City W iiſchar 
of Bizantim into the Royal Conſtantineple, an eternal monument of his grew being a 
neſle, couern 
which \ 
cation « 
yo | - — Wthererc 
not.on 
SECTION KX. —_ 
tohim( 
The endeauour of good works , with the vertues and _ | 
lawes of Conflantine. men we 
' larly 
' wealthy 
DERLZRHIS Monarch changed into another man, lined not bur bythe found t 
1 . er fire of charity, cleauing tothe earth by very ſlender roots of the {{ fionsto 
/ vg neceſſities of nature : he began ſcriouſly tomanure rhe pradiſed | ſyhed i 
ES VBk prayer, diſcourſing familiarly with God, with a taſt ſo ſenſible, that thi 
. >» char it ſurpaſſed al delights imaginable innarure and wit; adili- way he 
- gence ſo great, that being in Armes and vnder Pauilions , heeuer had his lit Jtven vp 
oratory of retirement , where like another Moyſes he conſulted with the Diul- theEmj 
Pune tc 


limon' 


eale ſo eranſported him, that of the prime Capiteine of the world , he be- 
cane a Do&our and Preacher , to procure the conuerſion of his ſubic&s. He 
yho ſo many times had carried in his hand the ſword of the Empire, to cut 
afrebellious powers, bare thenin his mouth the ſword of the word, to fil the 
world with wonders. What he ſpake with his lips, he taught by examples,car- 
ying vader the purple a body worne out with abſtinence and mortifica- 


tion. 

He ſo trampled vanity vnder-foot,to which he formerly had ſome incli- 
nation,that among a great number of Churches and edifices of picty , which 
he cauſed to be built , he would not haue his name thereon engrauen, 
rputing himſclte vnworthy , that God ſhould accept ſuch offerings 
x his hands. And as one day a Biſhop, a flatterer and an Arian, put himſelte 
forward to tel him, that after he had goucrned the world vp earth, he ſhould 
loethelike in heauen with the Sonne of God); he felt himiſelte ſo confounded 
withchis word,that he who cuer treated with Ecclcftaſtikes with very much 
reverence, could nor containe himſelfe , bur ſay : Bishop ,4et it not fal out you any 
mare ſe ſuch wordes concerning me , for they are vnto me moſt hateful : you +bal doe much 
ktter + more ſutable to your profeſiron ro pray the liuiwg God, I may be both in earth and 
heagen the leaſt of his ſeruants,then topropuſe to your ſelfe Sceprers and Empires for me. 
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he ſpake of the myſteries of our faith , which heas it were perpetually did, it 
was with ſo great cxcrciſe , thathis hait ſeemed romelt with hjs words, His 


Humility. 


Hisparience was cqual to his humility, wherof $. Chryſoſtome hath obſerued Hs patienco, 


mexcellent paſſage in the oration of Biſhop Flaxianus to the Emperour Thege 
bias, w here he ſayth,that as one day in/a popular commortio they ſtoned the 
larues of Conſtantine , there wanted not many about him who endeauoured 
enflame him co the reuenge of thoſe outrages : to which he ſmiling ane» 
ſvered, they had {trucken a man of tone, bur the model remayned entire. 
Now being nor ignorant,that the vigour of Chriſtianity conſiſted in workes 
of charity , he applyed himſelfe thereunto with ſo much feruour thar it 
kemed his hands were that, which the Hebrew text ſpeaketh of in the Can- 
ticles, Hands of the ſpouſe, veſſels of gold, repleniſhed with a ſea of bounty. 

Before his Baptiſme,grear calamities had reduced miſerable fathers to ſuch 
neceſſity , that being not able to maintaine their children , they ſought to be 
diſcharged of them by wayes moſt lamentable; of which the good Prince 
being acduertiſed , he wrotto ablauius his Lieutenant of the whole politike 
couernment of the Empire,ro publiſh a law through al the Citries of italy,in 
which was intimated to al neceſlitous fathers, who were vnable for the edu- 
ation of their children, that they ſhould preſent them at a place appointed, 
thereto receaue apparel & conuenient ſuſtentation: adding, he intended thar 
notonly publike moneys ſhould be employed to ſupply ſuch wants, but that 
te would deſpoile himſelfe willingly of that which was proper and peculiar 
ohimſelfe, for their comfort. 

If he found any beggars in the ſtreets, he delighted to cloath them, and ts 
tehold them in this new plight, making of his Palace a mount Thabor, where 
nen were tranfigured, changing their miſeries into felicities. He moſt parti- 
alarly enquired after the ſhamefaced poore , who had heertofore been 
wealthy , and learned from them their fortunes , birth, and want, and as he 
found their qualities and merits , he gaue ſometimes landes and entire poſſeſ- 
ſions ro thoſe , who were in very preſſing neceſſities, A poore widow , who 
bphed in a corner of her houſc, forſaken of al the world was much amazed, 
that this Monarcia of the world, came as an Angel from heauen, to wipe 


- Y anay her teares , and prouide for her poore orphans. A forlorne maid, and 


tden vpon the brinke of the precipice, by the vnhappines of pouerty, found 
theEmperour had giuen order for her marriage, and had himſelfe taken the 
pane to know her future husband, and recommend good husbandry ynto 
limon his part, | 
This 


His cdiQs. 


Duels, 


L.r degladiar. 


Cod, Theod, 


Apoſtrophe to 
King Lew1, the 
thirtcenih, 


doe in the preſcruation of the liues of your ſubieRs, aud tranquillity of nem 
| $A 
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This man was as the Intelligence tyed to the gouernment of the Primy f (ho! 
mobile, which is neuer weary , among ſo many concuſſions and nidtion = hold 
affoorded tototal nature, He was aſunne,who drew vp, and digeſtedalt,  jauc 
vapours of the lower world , not intermitting any thing of it's courſe | 7 
lights. He was an ocean,who receiued drops of water as wel as huge riuey, agair 
and as there was nothing ſo high inthe world as to be aboue his Breatnes 
was there nothing ſo low, which could withdraw it-ſelfe from his charitab, © md a 
knowledge. { : theſe! 
He euer had his eye open vpon the neceſſities of mankind, and note, ſ 4,0 
teoting himfelfe to prouide for them by the ordinary wales of Charity i, M en 
thereunto added the hand of iuſtice , making moſt wholeſome lawes for t, tible. 
tranquility ofthe whole world. This good Father of the vniuerſe ſought on ian 
oore baniſhed men, who had beenvniuſtly defpoiled by the rigours of j. makit 
Jaſtice, and reſtored them ro their poſſeſhons, He propofed to hiamſelfe inhj 


owne repoſe, the affliion of thoſe who had wrongfully been tranſpong qhict 
into deſert lands , where they ſtil liued , made flaues ynder the tyranny tigo 
men,and ina worfe condition then beaſts. He thought vpon the miſcries they ob 


enlured,who were condemnedby vnrighteous fentences to labour inming,  ;,1e 
Herefle&ed onthe long ſeruices of military men, who were abſolute ing. H 
mes, yet oftentimes gayned nothing but pouerty, and ignominy. Butabou I ,in. 
al theſe conſiderations, as occaſions required , he made moſt worthy Edi, WW 1. zec 
for the comfort of ſo many perſons as liued in the acerbities of the worl, ofthe 
And for as muchas concerned iuſtice which confiſteth in the puniſhmend I 44} 
crimes and abuſes, he was a Hercules, who had perpetually his club lifted voto Ml Croll 
quel monſters. efecu1 

There was a cuſtome in thofe tymes of duels and gladiatours, which 


mate! 
were much more tollerable then now adayes, for rhen none were emplozel vice. 
therin,but ſlanes,criminals,and men of the ſacke & halter, who were alreay ak 
condemned o death. And now adayes is found a frantike Nobility, wbo WW ,,\.+ 


degrading themſelues from the honour of generous ſpirits, and bearingtte 
ſentence of an ignoble a&ion agaynſt themſclues, make tropheys of tial " 
which is put vpon Mooriſh ſlaues for puniſhment. Yet the great Conflatix noble 
ſaw this manner of puniſhing the baſe and abie& creatures of the worldwy + in 
too brutiſh & butcherly , and that it would doe wel to change theſe duel 
into Gallies, or ſome ſuch like thing; for he wrot to Maximus the Superinten- 
dent of iuſtice intheſe termes: 

 Theſebloudy ſpettacles in the cuil repoſe and domeſtike peace vvberin vve liue,pluaſem 
not at al. Behold the cauſe vvby 1 vvil vyboly tak avvay theſe combats of gladiatours, Fnif i — 
there be ſuch graccleſſe vvretches,vyho for the punishment of their crimes deſerue ſuch aſt 
rence and ſuch condition, 1 ordeyne that you rather cauſe them to labour im the mynes ,to th 
end that yvithout effuſion of bloud , they may feele the payne due to their demerits,Giuen 
Berytus , the firſt day of Oftober, vnder the Conſulship of Paulinus and lulianus, 

I leaue you tothinke whatthis Monarch would haue ſayd of duels ofthi 
time, where they haſten to powre out willingly vpon publike paſſages thit 
bloud, which ought rather to be ſhed vpon the wals of Infidels , to ciment 
vpthe glory of the French, 

0 Levvis,our great Monarch, it ſeemeth the God of peace hath permittel 
the heads of this Hydra haue hitherto budded forth, that they might be mace 
to fal vnder the innocency of your hands, diuinely deſtinated to fo man} 
good workes, You haue agayne very lately renewed your Edits agayh 
this peſtilence, aſſuring vnto fathers and mothers the bloud of their children 
for the ſeruiceof your Crowne, & taking away a ſtaine which ſtuck ſo man) 
yeares vpon the brow of your Empire. Heauen & earth haue participatedit 
the contentment which hath ſucceeded from theſe good ordinances,asthe "il 


THE SOLDIER 167 


wholeRealme, Let your Maieſty ſo bandle the matter , that this Law may 
hold with nayles of adamant , and nor loafe a glory, which Copſftantine would 
haue bought at the price of two Empires, | 

This braue Prince; who euer had been moſt chaſt ,made alſo ſharp warre His chaſtity, 
againlt che infamous ordures of luſt : for he expelled from the Court, as ver- 
mig,certaine effeminate men, who had madeſalec of their ſoules to diſhonour, 
zndat other rymes made a lamentable trafhike of their bodyes, infinuaring 
theſelues by this meanes into the Palaces of Great-ones,and ſomerymes into 
honourable ranke. He degraded the al from Nobility, & forbad them to beare 
enenthe markes of men of Armes , tying them to ſeruices the moſt contemp. 
tible.Beſides, he cauſed to be taken from publike infamies, many poore Chri. 
tian mayds , that had been abandoned ro cuil by the forme of puniſhmear, 
making expreſſe inhibirionsro thoſe villaynes, wholiue vpon others finnes, 
never to vndertake the like practiſes, Briefly, he ſo aboliſhed the crimes, 
which had been tollerated vader the other Emperours, that $. Hierome wri- 
ting vpon Iſa, hath giue this title to Conſtancine,that his Empire had vanquish- 
edtwomonſters, the moſt dreadful that were cuer ſcen, by deſtroying the 
infidelity and impurity of the earth, 

His prudence deſcended euen to the moderaring and changing the pu. 
nihmenrs of offenders,which had ſome diſproportion;& amog ocher rhings, His prudence. 
tedecreed , that characters ſhould no more be imprinted vpon the forehead ©2% Theod.L. 
ofthe miſerable, for the reſpe& that is due to the face of man, on the which ay 4 
God hath engrauen his image. And moreover, for the honour he bare to the Su 
Croſſe, he forbad ir ſhould euer agayne be defiled with the puniſhments and chrimlinis cele#is 
executions of malefacours; thinking it vnrcaſonable that that which was **fg1="*, minime 
mater of glory to Emperours, ſhould likewiſe ſerue ns an inftrument for the — Ly * 
panes of the vnhappy.He ſuffered not any image to be made vnto him,cyrher ___ 
tables, ſtatues, or coines, whereonthe Croſle was not cuer ſet; ſuchho. | 
nour bare he to this venerable ſigne, which Heretikes haue euerreieRed, with Honour of the 
gmuch malice as ſtupidity, Croſle, 

were an infinitthing tor him thar would particularly decipher ſo many 
noble ations of our Conſtantine, I content my felfc to haue heer ſer downe 
th& in briefe , which might haue beendiſtended into many chapters, and ro 
make many diſhes of it, endeauouring to furniſh out more ſubſtance for my 
reader then vnprofitable awplifications, 


SECTION XL 


The zeale of C on/lantine im the proceedings of the 
{ounce of Nce, 


Fax HE Emperour Conſtantine had great cauſe to ſay,what he ſpake in 
JEuſebizs, That he was as the common Biſhop of the Church out- 
wardly ; ſomuch vigilance. & zcale he exerciſed to procure al 
| which concerned the mainteynance thereof.Behold an acccident 

hapning vader his reigne , which more troubled Chriſtendome, 


/ "EM : - 
neuer did the corturing rackes, the combs oftiron, or boyling cauldrons 


Divcletian, | | 
Theology 
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Original of the Theology had been for aloug time taught in the Citty of Mexmdin, x 
Arians, whichtime aPrieſt named Ariws held the regency ; who had the reputaticy to 
be ſubrile in ſeeking out queſtions , which neuer had fallen into theth 
-of man: but otherwiſe was malicious, andof an euil lite. Our alas ! charth,, 
extrauaganf curioſities ſhould bring, and dayly alio introduce preiudice int 
the Church and repoſe of people |It were to be wiſhed that thoſe, yy, 
throughlong idlenzs, and anitch of vanity, amuze themſelues ro find outyy, 
uelties in matter of beliefe, might rather handle the coulter in tillage, ort 
oarein gallies, then turne ouer books , and contaminare the honour of Diy. 
nity:Sathan neuer found a ſpirit more fit to perplexe holy letters & embroij 
Empires, then this wretched manof whom we ſpeake. 
Arius &his quali= . -$, Epiphanius , who might often haue ſeenhim, ſayth , He was of a laree 
LICS, body, of a ſad countenance, couering vnder a maske of auſterity þ ; 
deous monſters, He had an extreme ambition to hold the higheſt place; 
ſceing that Alexander, a holy man,was preferred before him in the E piſcopy 
Chayre of Alexandria, he entred into diſparate jealouſies , fearcling on 4 
poſſible meanes to.cry downe his Biſhop, and rayſe caluminies againlt hin 
to diſpoſſeſſe him of his charge. And the life of this Alexander being ſo valor. 
ted, that no leaſt ſtayne ofreproach might be ſeen therein, he reſoluedy 
inuolue him in ſome captious diſputations , thereby to accuſe him toholj 
Opinions not conſonant to the dodrine of the Church, It happened thatth 
Biſhop inpreaching and ſpeaking of the Sonne of God, put him,as heough, 
in equality of power and honour with his Celeſtial Father,calling him bythe 
Greek word 6 uir1yo ; whervpon this man ſought to reprehend him, alleed. 
ging ſome paſlages of Scripture maliciouſly interpreted, of which he mate 
vie to eſtabliſh rhe vahappy hereſy , which denyed that the Sonne wasthe 
 fameeſlence of God his Father, and took away from leſus Chriſt the diademe 
of the eternal Diuinity , by making him a meere creature. 


Alexander, who was not a man of meane account , but fuch an one astohis 
ſanity of life added ſolid dorine , defended himfelte couragiouſly againk 
the impoſtures of this maligne ſpirit, very wel iuſtifying his beliefe touching 
the Diuinity of our Sauiour: which hauing been throughly proued inthe 
afſembly of an hundred Biſhops, who were firſt of al called rogether for this 

| purpoſe vnder Hoſis Legat of Pope Siluefter , he pronounced the fentenceof 
A? "*excommunicarion againſt Aris & his complices, This wicked man, whoburk 


- ow  ___ withangertoſcethis condemnation paſled againſt him by thoſe whom te 


reputed to be intinitly vnder him in ability , put himſclfe into the field with 
very much oftent ; the differences he lately had with theſe Prelats making 
him vnderſtand his Diuinity was odious, if he therein vſed not ſome colour 
to diſguiſe the malice thereaf. He alſo praiſed ſo many wiles, that he daze- 
led the eyes euen of thoſe who were men very capable: for after he had dedu- 
ced his reaſons with a great facility of words, and large quantity of ſpecious 
paſlages,& that he thereunto added a cold countenance, counter teyting him- 
ſelte a modeſt man, perſecuted for the truth, he trayned ſpirits not vulgar to 
the loue of his nouelties. Al the very ſame proceedings haue been ſeen witi 
the Heretikes of this time, and if ſo many corrupt ſoules had not wholy en- 
clined to their owneruyne, God gaue them ſufficient examples in elder euils 
to auoid the new. We may wel ſay when we behold theſe ſchiſmes and here- 
Proceeding of fies toariſe, that there is ſome comet of the Kingdome of darknes, whichin 
Arians, ſenſibly chroweth plague'and poiſon into harts. It isa ſtrange -thing that 4 
litle ſparkle ler fal in alexandris,cauſed inſtatly ſo many fires,rhat hauinginu# 
ded A&gypr, Lybia,Thebais, & Paleſtine, they in the end inuolued almoſt the whole 
world, No man 2achurryme cared how to liue, but euery-one was ready t0 
difpute. Biſhops bandying againſt Biſhops drew the people diſtracted with 
opinions: The Churches , houſes, and Theaters ecchoed inthe ſharpneſle of 
L | contentious 


Court 
cot in 


il, for the interpretation of a word. arus to gaine ſupport, inſtantly ſeeketh for 
10ntg fquour from the Court. Anc knowing that Euſebme Bifhop of Nicomedia was of 
Ugh f creat credit, he vcd al the flatteries, of which this man was capable enough, 
Tel weaine him to his ſide, This Euſebis was eminently furniſhed with al thoſe 
© Ut 4{,ofitions and induſtries, which the moſt ſubtile heretikes haue ac any time 
» Who exerciſed ro trouble the Church of God. He was verily one of the worſt men 
ut ng. then inthe Empire, ſince he had ſold his ſoule ro ambition, ſo much the more 
ofthe icious 42S it was couered with a veile of Religton. It is true whichthe 
Divi Hebrews ſay, that Vineger is an il ſonne of 4 good father, for it is commonly made of 
broie the beſt wine: ſo there isnothing more fincere then an Ecclefiaſtike, who li- 
weth in the duty of his profeſſion ; but when corruption fallerh therinto , and 
rg: thathe hath once degenerared,there is nota worſe ſharpnefſe,nor a mare dan- 
yh: us malice. Religion ſerued this wicked man as a buskin foral feet, for ir 
* 5206 had no other bounds, but chat of his owne inrereſts;and he eucr,ltke weather- 
Y cocks onthe top of Keeples , turned his face on what fide ſucuer the wind 
bin, lotheperſecutions of Chriſtendome he made himſelfe an [dolater; inthe 
po exboyles of Licinme he leaned much co his fide;and when he ſaw Conſtantine ab. 
ets i ſolute in the Empire, neuer was man niore plyable to flatter him. Doubtles he 
hol hadal the qualities we haue (cen in.Lyrber,Caluin,andſomany other new ſects, 
the who haue {til ſought fauour from great-ones by. wyles and moſt perilous 
vgix, chatmes. So wanted he not excelleurparrts , and great eminencies; for he hat 
th aſpirit very ſubrile, ſpeach cunning, a face which ſpake before his tongue, & 
leg. &forhis extraction heſoared ſo high , as to make himſclte the kinſman of 
mace Coſws, The ayrc he defired to brearh was the Court, and his Biſhoprike when 
tc WY je was abſent ſeemed tb him a baniſiment. Behold the cauſe, why he drew 
lem neere tothe center of tte Empire as much as he could, in ſuch ſort that being 
I iriBiſbop of Beryrws, hepurt himſclte forwardto the chaire of Nicomedia,after- 
ohys wadrooke the hart of the Kingdome, and in the end ſetled himfelte in the 
aink: Royal Conflan tmeple. | rn > 224 
hing W - This alceration of chaires had inrhis time a very il ſavour; and this life'of 
i the WF Court ſo paſſionately affected by an Eccleſiatikenor called thereunto, could 
this W cor in any ſort fin4 approbation among good men.Great perſonagesare ſom- 
ceof W times very lawfully 1n Court, for the feruice of Kings and publike neceſli- | 
urk MI ties, but they arethere as the birds of Barach vponi white tharnes , as the Baruch. 6; 
n ie. Gyants of to] y 10b, which mourned vnder the waters.as thoſeſweet fountaines 70:I0b. as, 
with W found in the ſalt Sea. Anambitious man, who heweth downe mountaines to 
king Ff wive thither, & liuethnot exemplarly,deſerueth tobe regardedtherinasaftiſh _ 
lour F oof his element , or the pyde bird wherof 1eremy ſpeakerh , whom al the reſt Her: 13-53 
arc- MI alkiled with beake and tallon. 42464 
cou F - Biſcbis notwithſtanding litle regarded the reputation of a goodPrelar,ſo 
ious F thathe might arriuero the height: of his enterprizes. To infiauate him(elfe- 
um- F themore into the good liking, of the Emperour, he gained Conſtantia (iſter of 
r t0 F Ceſtancine, and widow of L1cniu,as Caluin didatterward the fiſter of Francis the 
witi Firſt, The good Lady, who being deſpoiled of Empire by the death of her huſ- 
' ell- I band, and had no longer ſo much employment conumber thepearles of her 
uils N Diademe , would needs.then entermedle with curious deuotion, anddifpure 
cre- F onthe myſteries of che holy Trinity..Conſtantine afterrthe death of 5, Helena his 
h1'- I mother held her at his Court with:much refpe&, that ſhe'mightthe more ca+ 
at 1 F fly digeſt the acerbities ſhe had conceyued in che loffe of her husband, and 
nu+ I mach eafier was it ro-emtertaine herintheatffaires otthe Church, then inthole 
hole Empires. Beſides , he found itnor amiſſethar ſhe mi ghrbuſy herſclte inthe 
Jy t0 JF doubthul queſtions of Biſhops. So purſuing the Genius offer curious ſpirit, 
" hepaſſedſo-farre,, that ſhe became an 4rian by the praRiſes.ofthis We" 
e 0 | wno 
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diſputations , and the Cirtyes forgetting al other miſeries, rent oneahother 
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who hauing already gotte credit with her, ſpake to her of Arixs.as of a worth 

man perſecuted by his owne fice, for his great abilities; & explicating toher 
his do&rine in popular termes, which ſaid there was no apparece how aſonge 
could be made as old as his father , and that poore 4114 had been daniſked 
from Alexandria, for that he would not figne this propoſition, this drey Come 
paiſion from her. 

The ſpirit'of Conftantia tainted with this do@rine, began already to caf 1n 
euil odour vponthe Emperour her brother ; and Enſebius comming therupon 
ro make recital of that which paſſed in Alexandria between Alexander and jj, 
ſet ſuch aface vponthe whole buſines , that he made,as it is ſaid , the funye 
with a cole, figuring out the good Prelat Alexander as a paſſionate man, yyjg 
could not endure an excellent ipiritin his Biſhoprike. 

'Tis a pitriful thing that great men ſee not the truth , but through the pal. 
ſions of thoſe that ſerue them. This poore Alexander, who was a holy old mar 
and growne whitein the exerciſes of Religion, was then preſented rotheEm, 
perour by the information of Euſebiw as a foole, who vnder a grizeld head hy 

Conſtantine de- Cextrauagances of youth; in ſuch ſort that Conſtantine, vouchſah ng to write yntg 

cciued, him, taxed him'as the authour of this tumulr , inthat he put a triuolous que. 
ſtion into conſultation, and gaue occaſion of diſpute, which could neverhay 
proceeded but from abuundance of idlenes.And for Arius,he ſaid of him, thy 
he gaue too much ſcope to his ſpirit vpon a ſubie&, which mighr much better 
haue been concealed. And forthe reſt, rhey ſhould be both reconciled, my. 
rually pardoning cach other,and hereafter hindringal manner of diſputation 
ypon the like occaſion, p 

Alexander, who had done nothing but by the Councel of an hundred Biſhops, 
ſceing himſelte treated in a worſe condition then Arivs was, inthe Emperours 
letters, and conſidering the blaſphemy , which this Heretike had vomited 
againſt the Diuinity of rhe Word,was reputed as a trifle, thought verily they 
had endeauouredeo enuenome the ſpirit of Conſtantine, to the preiudiceofthe 
truth. For this cauſe he informed the other Biſhops,and namely Pope Silufe, 
of the iuſtice of his cauſe, anſwering very pertinently to the calumnies obie. 

Euſebius a true pa- &ed againſt him. Onthe other fide Exſebrus , who beheld the integrity ofthis 

tron of Heretikes, holy Biſhop with an il eye, and who had very farre engaged himſclfe to main. 
taine Ariws,cmbroiled the affairesat Court, as much as his credir m1ght per. 
mit.Inthe end the diſputation was ſo enkindled through the Chriſtian world, 
thatneeds muſt a general Councel be held to determine it. 

Gouncel of Nice, Three hundred & cighteen Biſhops are aſſembled at Nice, a Citty of gitlyvi, 
by the approbation of Pope Siueſter,at the requeſt of the Emperour Conſlaatin, 
who inuited the molt eminent by expreſle letters, and gaue very ſingular dire- 
&ion, as wel for their iorney as their reception. Neuer was there ſeenagood- 
lier company. It was a Crowne, not of pearles nor diamonds, but of therarcl 
men of the world, who came from al parts like bees, bearing (as ſaith $, 4ug- 
fſtine) honey intheir mouths, and wax in their hands. There you might behold 
Phenicians, Aradians, &gyptians, Scythians, Thracians, A fricans, Perſians , not ſpeaking 
of Weſterne Biſhops , who were there already in no ſmal number. Ir was: 
moſt magnificent ſpe&acle to behold on one fide venerable old men, whites 
ſwans , who ſtil bare vpon their bodies the ſcarres of iron and perſecution, 
which were inuincible teſtimonies of their conſtancy :on the other,menwho 
had the guift of miracles, ſo much as to force the power of death , andreat 
from him the dead our of their tombs : on the other part, men accomplilhel 
in Theology and eloquence, who in opening their mouths ſeemed to vnfold 
the gate of a Temple, tul of wonders and beauties, There was to be foundthit 
great $. lames of Nifibis, Paphnutiue, and Potamion. There was Hoſius , $. Nubolatht 
firſt , Gregory the Father of our Naziamen , Spiridion , and ſo many other worth) 
men, The good Pope S. Suneſter could not be preſent thereat , by reaſon ofthe 
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lecrepitnes of his age, bur ſentthither three Legats, Hoſiws,Vitws,and Vincentias, 
The Emperour receiuedthemal moſt louingly, kiſling the ſcarres ot ſome, 
x admiring the ſanRity of others, neuer ſatisfying himſeclfe with the modeſt y 
4nd good diſcourle of al both in particular and general. Among theſe chil- 
dren of God, were likewiſe ſome Sathans, adherents to Ariw, who diſcoucred 
intheir eyes and Ccountenances the paſſion of their harts, 

Theſe turbulent ſpirits fearing the aſpe& of this awful aſſembly, ſoftly ſug- 
reſted diuers calumuies to ſurprize the ſpirit of the Emperour , which very 
nturally retained much goodnes. And for this purpole they preſented to him 
many requeſts, and many papers charged with complaints and accuſations 
yon pretended domages, Verily theſe proceedings were ſufficient to diuert 
thisPrince from the loue he bare to our Religion, were it nor that through 
thegrace of God he had already taken very deep root in the faith. 

In the end, to doeaan a&t worthy cf his Maieſty, beholding himifſelfe to be 
tily burdened wich writings, wherin theſe paſſionate Biſhops ſpake of no- 
thing but their owne interelts, he aduiſed the to ſer downe al their grieuances, 
ou che ſarisfactions which they pretended to draw from thofe who had of 

edthem , and preſent them on a day deſigned. They failed not to con- 
found him with libels and ſupplications : bur this graue Monarch putting 


them into his boſome ſaid openly : Bebold « large proportion of accuſations , al which Zozomen.l, .cap, 


mf be transferred to the tudgement of God, who wil iudge them in the latter day; 4s for my *©: 
le 1 am 4 1141, nor is it my profeſſion to rake notice of ſuch cauſes , where thoſe that accuſe 
a ſuch as bc accuſed are Bishops, Let vs I pray you for this time leaue theſe aff ares, & treats 
methe points, for which thu Councel is beer afſembled:only let euery one following therm the 
line clemency » pardon al that is paſt , and make an abſolute reconciliation for the time ts 
«ny, Whea he hal ſpoken this, he tooke al theciuil requeſts preſented vata 
tim, and cauſed them to be caſt into the fire ; which was much applauded by 
athoſe who had their judgements diſcharged from partialities, 

inthe meane ſpace, the Biſhops before they entred intotheCouncel,tooke 
tineto examine the propoſitions that were to be handled , and leaſurably to 
nforme themſelues of the pretentions of Arids, who was there preſent, and 
whoalready felr the vehemency of the vigour of $. Athanaſius, though he was 
jetbut a Deacon in the Church of Alexandria, 
" The day of the Councel being come, the Biſhops aſſembled in the great 
al of the Palace, where many benches were ſet both onthe one ſide & other. * 
Every one taketh his place according to his ranke, Baronius.thinketh the 
legats of the Pope were ſeared onthe left hand , as in the moſt honourable 
ſats; which he very pertinently proueth, 1n the firlt place onthe right hand, 
the venerable Biſhop Euſtatius, who was to beginne the prayer , andcarry 


lations to che Emperour, The Biſhops remained ſilent for a while expeRing Conſtantius in the 
lis comming; and ſoJenly he appeared, not accompanicd with any Guard ar aſſembly of Bi- 
iers, but with a ſmal number of freinds. Euſebius , who was there preſent, 5925: 


lthin his hiſtory , that neuer was any thing ſeen more admirable then the 
prſon of this Monarch , at the meeting of this Councel, For beſides that he 
wsofa moſt gallant ſtature, and a fingular preſence , he was delighted to 
itas it were enchaced inrich attyre, The purple wherewith he then was 
oathed, mingling the luſtre therof with the rayes of pretious ſtones, which 
kled on his head, madereflecions of grace and maicſty ariſe inthe eyes 
althe beholders. He paſſed through the midle df the aſſembly , and al the 
Pfrelats roſe vp todoe himreuerence.: Then being come vnto his place , he 
od vpright, expeRing from the Biſhops a ligne giuen him to fit , which 
ng done and prayer ended, he ſat dowue vpon a golden chaire very low, 
which was placedin the midle', tothe end he might be encompaſſed withſo 
geat a number of Saints, as a Palme with a row of Cedars. The others alſo 
ding ſeated neere him , Euſtatius ſele ed out to openthe Councel, ſtood vp, 


Qz and , 
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and made an Oration,, wherof we find ſome pieces in Gregory a Prie ft of 0; 


ſarea, which import thus much: 


Oration of Fuſta- Wehaue very much obligation , O ſacred Mairſly , to render immortal thankes ty the. 


rius at the opening wing God, in that be bath made choice of Jour perſon to put the Empne of the woild it 
of the Councel, bands, and that by your meanes deſtroying Idolatry, he bath exalted che glory of his Altars «ad 


Oration of Con- 
ſantine, 


0 Or 


eſtablished Chriſtianity in that tranquility which we preſently emey, 

It is an at from the r1gh; band of the Omnipotens , which we durſt not hope for in y, 
dayes , i God bad xot made you to be borne for the good of the vniner ſal world. 1t i ; provi 
to haue ſeen you in ſo 4 5hort time to calme ſo many tempeſis , diſperſe ſu many ſmoak of ſan. 
fices to Diuels,extirpate ſo many horrible ſuperſtitions,and enlighten ſuch cloud) darknes yitk 
therajes of the knowledge of the true God. 

The world, which was before polluted with ordures , is purified , the name of Saviour 
k nowne t0 Nations the moſt barbarous : The Father glorified , the Sonne adored, the yyj 
Ghoſt declared; a Trinuty conſubſtantial, that is to ſay, one ſame Dininuy wn three Perſons gy, 
k.nowledged by al the farthful. 

That # it,O ſacred Mateſty which ſupporteth the greatnes of your Empire with thoſ, thy, 
fingers of power, wberwith it holdeth the maſſe of the earth, poiſea as it were to ſerue as 4 bay 
As your felicity is inſeparably tyed to it's honour, ſe ought you rg reuerence , defend , andingy, 
lably prote@ al that, which concerneth the glory therof, 

Behold a ftrange accident , and which is to vs more ſenſible then the perſecution of Dig. 
cletian. They goe about to diſmember the Trinity , and thruſt the knife of diuiſionintait; 
throne. One Arius , who bath taken bu name from fury , a wolfe bred among vsm 4 they; 
Skin, 4 Prieſt of Alexandria, an enemy of the dottrine of Apoſiles and Prophets, hath py. 
claimed warre againſt the Sonne of God, endeauouring to deprixe him of the eſſence honow, 
power, which be boldeth equal from aleternity with his heawenly Father, 

This is it which bath aſſembled vs heer to condemne his errour , and moſt humbly te. 
ſeech your Maieſty , that when you baue heard the opinions of al theſe great men heer prſen, 
Jour wil hold a ſeedy hand vpon the preſeruatian of Apoſtolical dottrine, and command a thi 
70 be cut from our body, who wil perſeuer in their damnable opinions, to the end we ma) lneth 
the Chriſtian ayre in al berty, which the world beginneth already ſs ſweetly to taſt vndert 

happines of your 14igne. + 
- Then was the time, ſaith $, Hierome, when the firſt trumpet began to ſound 
againſt 4rizs, After the good Biſhop of Antioch had ended , the Emperourbe. 
holding al the aſſembly with a very gracious aſpeR, ſpake in [arin, to rerayne 
the maieſty ofthe Romane Empire ,& in-a moderate tone, thoſe words which 
are Touched in Buſebius, the ſenſe whereof we render: 
- * Venerable Fathers , 1 muſt needs affirme , that I newer deſired any thing mort pai 
nately then to eny your ſ veet preſences; and infinitly am 1 bound to God, that be bath «cam 
plished my defires , granting me 4 bleſſing that i preferre before al the happines in the wal, 


which 1s, to ſee you al here aſſembled,and vanted mn. wil, for the glory of God: aud peace of the 


Church. I pray you ſuffer not the ſtorme to ſurprixe vs in the hauen , therby to ſnatch fr 
vs the comfort , which we already haue in our hands ;,andif God bath giuen vs vitory again 
Tyrants , let vs not turne our armes againſt our. ſelues , to teave out our proper entrailes, Its 
moſt certaine th: ſ- domeſtik.e troubles are much more tobe feared then al the boſtilities wh 
world, The ſword of perſecution can difſener notbing but members , but theſe diurfions tend 
the ſubuer ſion of ſoutes; which mgketh them ſo much the-more dangerow beyond common war 
Yes, as the ſpirit is aboue the body. I owtuf os; gona, 

' * God baxing affvorded me ſo many vidtories,and ſo many proſperities,1 propoſed tom) ſelf 
there remained nothing for me to aske of bim,, but an bumble acknowledgemtnt of bis benefit, 
and leaſure toreioncewith rhoſe whom 1 ſaw through :bis fauour 3s repoſe , sheltred vin 
the good ſucceſſe of myne armes , and the authority of my Lawes. It bath been a griefe 
ſenſible vnto me ro vnderſtand of thoſe reuolations , which haue paſſed m our Citty. of Alexat- 
dria, and which haue afterward diſperſed themſclues through tbe reſt of Chriftendome,] bai 
done al thar peſably 1 might in the beginning to ſtop them -, bur ſeeing the eui _—_ 
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with ſo much danger, 1 haue calied you hither to apply the Laſt remedy. | 
1 beſ:ch you, 0 venerable Prieſts of the liuing God, to preſerue among your ſelues that con= 
ard, which 1 thinze 1 may 164d in your counten4nies , and not to ſuffer your ſelues to b: de- 
ied of the benefit of peace , ſince the dune proutdence hath ſelefed you co eſt blish 1t vpon 
4itars , b7 your prayers for al the reſt of the world. Cut off ſpeedily the root of euil, & ſ veet- 
hpauſ) theſe troubles of the Church : you 541 doe a thing moſt acc:ptable to God ; and as for 
” ſafe, who am your fellow ſeruant, | sbal held me obliged 4s for a ſingular benefit, 
The [Interpreter explicated the Oratio of the Eimperour1inthe Greek tong: 
Then the propoſitions of Arius were read, Art the realing wherof the moſt 
xtof the Biſhops ſtopped their cares for horrour , as afterivard $. 4thanaſius 
obſerued. From thence they proceeded to opinions , where the diſputation 
wenkindled on both ſides, Conſtantine affoorded a ſingular attention to al 
that was ſaid , peaceably entertained ſentences , encouraged al the world, 
ſvectned acerbities which might ſlide into the heate of contention, & guided 
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althe affaires to peace, In the end, Arius is condemned, and a forme of faith Condemnation of 
conceiued for rheequality of the Word with the Father, whereat many Artans Arius, 


much amazed , failed nor to ftrike ſaile, and yeald chemſeluesto the plurality 
of voices, fearing lealt their conteſtation might ruine their reputation with 
the Emperour. 1, OY 

Itis thought Exſebiw the Hiſtoriographer was of this number;a man of the 
time, who knew how to comply readily with the humour of thole , who had 
athority & force in their hands, As for the other Euſebius, Biſhop of Nicamedia, 
who had mainteined the faction of Arius with much paſſion ; he ſaw hirtſelfe 
ſhamefully fallen from the opinion of his great credit , and durſt not refuſe to 
ſenethe doctrine of the Councel. Greatly was he {treightned in another $ef. 
fon, to pronounce excommunication vpon A1iws his creature, ſaying he was 
conſenting to the deciſion of the Councel, vnder ſhadow of ſome perplexed 
words, which he made vſe of ro couer his opinion. The Fathers ſhutting vp 
theireyes to al humane reaſons, and fortifying their armes againſt fauour,ſur- 
prized this Euſebius , and Theognis Biſhop of Nice , inthe contemnarion of Arius 
which they would not figne , declaring them vpon this refuſal depriued of 
theirBiſhoprikes, They enterpoſed the authority of the Emperour ,, whoſuſ. 
pended the execution , on ſuch condition , that they gaue ſatisfaRion to the 
Councel, 

Neuer were men more humbled, namely Euſebiw,who thought himſelfe the 
a.-predominaor; for he was conſtrained ſpeedily toretire, and addrefle his re- 
queſt to the Biſhops , in termes molt luppliant, in which he proteſted wholy 
toſubmit himſelfe to the decrees of the Councel; yet notwithſtanding he ſpa 
tednot to embroile matters with an infinity of wiles and malice, which made 
the Emperour open his eyes to confirme their ſentence who had condemned 
him, and ſend him into baniſhment, with ſubrogation of another in his place, 
though he afrerward by ordinary ſubmiſſion was repealed. Art thattime hap- 
pened a merueilous labyrinth of affaires , in which beganne the combats of 


peat 8, Athanaſius, which are to take vp another hiſtory beſides this , it exten- S, Athanafſus; 


Ung much further beyond the yeares of Conſtantine, | 

As for the ſucceſſe of 4riws,afrerthe baniſhment of ten yeares,he ſtil enter 
tedling with faRtions , found meanes to be heard in another Councel of Hie- 
ufdem, where feigning apenitence artificially counterfeyted, he handled the 
matter ſo by the practiſes of Euſchius , who wasthenin fauour , that he was ah- 
blued, with commandementr giuen to the good Alexander Biſhop of Conſtantine= 
fe, toreceiue him into the communion of the Church. ; 

The holy Prelat ſtoutly refuſed ir, knowing welit was an hypocriſy, which 
tended to annul the decrees of the Counce! of Nice, and bring confulioninto 
te Chnrch, But Euſebius of Nicomedia ceaſed not to make armed inhibitionhs, 
tkrearning chat in caſe of refuſal be would depriue him of his Biſboprike. 


4 


c 
i” 


End of Arius« 


Conſtant. 19. 
Conſtantinople 
erected, 


THE HOLYCOVRT. Part.:. 


174 
He, who cared not ſo much for the loſle of his dignity as the ſafety of y, 
Church , forſooke al theſe ſubtilities of Theology , and exhorting his People 


toa faſt of ſeauen dayes, by the counſel of $. Iames of Niſibis, who was then gre, 
ſent, ſpared not to acerate his body with auſteritics, and preſentto Gog q, 
and night his humble ſupplications to diuert this ſcourge, In the end, the xx 
faire being very ſhortly ro be determined , he proſtrated his face againſt th, 
earth, before the Altar, and ſaid: My God,if it be true,that Arius ought co morow yy 1, 
receiued into the communion of the faithful , 1 beſeech you let your poore ſeruant Alexangy 
goe in peace , and not looſe the faithſul people with the wicked, But if you be reſoluedroyy, 
ſerue your Church, and 1 may be aſſured you wil doe it, looke on the threats of Euſebiug, g 
deliuer not your inberitance to the ſcorne of the wicked : but rather take Arius out of thi 
world,leafl we receiuing bim may ſeeme to introduce hereſy and impiety into your bowſe, 
Thenextday Ariws went early inthe morning trom the Emperours Palace 
very welaccompanied with Euſebixs , and walked in pomp through the ſtreer, 
of Cenftantinople, He was aman more {ubtile then confident, and it is thought 
the apprehenſion he had of the iſſue of this combat, put terrour into him, ang 
this terrour cauſed him to ſtep out of the way. Behold the cauſe, why beingh 
chance in the market-place of Conſtantinople, he retyred into a publike placegf 
eaſe, to ſatisfy the neceſſities of nature. Socrates holderh , he caſt fortha gre 
quantity of bloud, and therupon falling into aſwoon , not being able tobe 
holpen, he yealded vp his wicked ſoule by a uſt puniſhment trom Heaneq, 
leauing to poſterity a perpetual deteſtation of his lite , with a horrour of the 
very place of his death, | 
' Euſehius cauſed the body to be interred, Alexander breathed againe, & althe 
Church triumphed vpon the admiration of the iudgements of God, ſeeing 
that he , who had raiſed ſo many bloudy tragedies , was dead in his owne 
bloud; and after he had infected the ſoundeſt parts of the world with his poy. 
ſon , vomited vp his contagious ſoule in the publike infe&ions , drawing on 
his criminal headThe execration of al Ages. 
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SECTION. AL. 


The gouernment of (onſtantine. 


Auing ſhewed vnto you the greatnes of Conſtantine rm matter 
of Religion, let vs now behold it in his politike gouernmet, 
S It is no ſleight note of the vigour of his ſpirit, that heenter- 
> prized to make another Rome , and ſo proſperouſly to haue 
g, pertectcd this his deſigne. ; 2% 

bs Thereis found among the Gentiles a certaine Epigrame 
ECZZ/SSEHe in the ruines of ancient Rome which ſaid: It ſtoodin need 
of Gods to make it, but there was but one God neceſſary to deſtroy it, Wha 
may we ſay of the courage, prudence, happy ſucceſle ofthe Emperour inte 
eſtabliſhment of Conſtantinople? We wil not make hima God,as the Pagans,but 
ſay he was a man ſingularly aſſiſted by the prouidence of God,in the greatnes 
of his vndertakings. : 

He perceiued in this new change of Religion there were in km 
many hart ſpirits,and that cuen among the principal , whom he could not 
reclaime to chriſtianiry, as his zeale feruently deſired, Behold, whether defi 
rous to conſecrate to Goda place better purified from Idols, where he might 


be ſerued with more conſent and better judgement , or whether w were 
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f the © tanſported with the deſire of honour andthe memory of poſterity,he teſo]. 
eople | yed ro build a Citty, which ſhould beare his name , and beas it were the 
pre. © maiſter-piece of a great Monarch. 
d day For this purpoſe he had ſome deſire to build on the ruynes of Troy the 
ne af. WW Grear, thinking rhe fame of the place, renowmed for it's vnhappines through 
ſtthe © che parts of the habitable world, might contribure ſomewharro the glory 
Wk W ohis name : but he hauing layed the foundations, Goge gaue him norice in 
ander WW ſeep, that chis was not the place appointed him,and that he neceſſarily muſt 
fo Wl change the countrey : whereat being much amazed, yet ſtil perſiſting in his 
us,6 Wl ddfigne, as not throughly ſatisfyed vpon the wil of God, it is held , the rools 
f the MW & inſtruments of workmen were inſenſibly tranſported ouer the ſea to the 
. other ſhore, 8& that an Eagle ſetling vpon the Leuel of the Maſter-Archite&, 
ace, WE tooke it vp,and haſtned to beare ir diredly to Byzantiumzfor that is the Cirty, 
reets Wl whither Contantine , forſaking the ruynes of Troy, transferred his great de- 
ught fenes. It had heretofore been a very faire Citty , bur as armes ſtrike at al 
,and WF which is eminent , ſo had ir been infinitly ranſacked by many warres happe- 
"gb! Wl nedinthe reuolution of affaires and Ages, Yer it ſtil ſupported ir-ſelfe with 
col WF omemanner of reputation, when this great Prince determined to amplify, 
Srea WF exrich, and perfect ir throughly,there to fix the ſear of his Empire, 
tobe WM ltis added that himfclfe marched round about the walles , holding in his 
ancn, BH handa halfe picke, deſigning the circuit of his future Conſtantinople ; and as he 
of the WW filwent meaſuring vp and downe by the ay me of his eye, one ot his fauou- 
ritesfaid ro him : Emperour, how long wil it be ere you make anend? I wilfiaish, ſaith 
althe W te, when he ſtayes that goes before me, Which made men thinke there was ſome 
cc10s WF heavenly Intelligence, that conducted his enterprize, At the ſametime he 
owne BN though he ſaw in ſleep a very ancient Lady , which in an inſtant was turned 
POJ* I intoamoſt beautiful virgin, whom he adorned, and attyred, ſetting his Dia- 
ne 00 Bf demon her head. Obſerue what is ſayd of the beginnings of Conſtantinople: 
whether ſuch things happened with al theſe circumſtances, or whether we 
Krally loue to tcl ſoine ſtrange tales in fauour of antiquity zas if theſe 
= itions were able ro giue it the more credit, One thing is moſt vndoubred, 
which Zoſimas , although an enemy to Conſtantine , is entorced to admire , thar 
emannage of this great deſigne was ſo proſperous,that in five or ſix yeares 
loodly Citty was ſeen on foot, which extended about one league in circuit 
e0nd the walles of Byzantium, 

Cnfluncine, who had a holy deſire to equal itto ancient Rome,ſpared nothing 
ofal that, which the inuention of men might find out, courage vndertake, 
power execute.He there built Palaces, Theaters, Amphithearers, Cirques, 

laters Galleries, & other edifices,infinitly admirable;ſo that 8. Hierome had reafon to 
ly;thar Conſtantine to attyre his Conſtantinople deſpoiled al the other Prouinces. 
{tisa Maxime among Great-ones,that ro make a huge Dragon,it is fit he 
deuoure many litle ſerpents; and to raiſe a great Citty , many much lefle 
malt de ruined to ſerue for food 'vntoit. The greatneſles of God are good 
keds, thoſe of the world are naturally deſtruRions; for they cate and de- 
Wiretheir neighbours, as the tree which we cal the If , which inſenſibly 
eth the iuice of plants growing neer vnto ir, It is not expedient there 
Id be many greatneſſes inthe world,they would dry riuers vp, as did the 
my of Xerxes,8& would impoueriſh each other by their mutual coreſtations, 
lt notwithſtanding needs muſt there be maieſty inthe ciuil world , tothe 
Moportis of the elemerary.And for this cauſeGod made Kings,taking a pat- 


y” = me from hiniſelfe, and commandeth we honour them as his liaing images; 

a" defi ings make the greatneſſes of the world, which are the effects of their 

_ ir} #e13 :Needs mult there be a Conſtantinople that poſteriry may ſee Conſtantine 

c = nthe back ſide of the medal , for | thinke his vertues haue repreſented him 
ted the other ſide yery honourable. 
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Attheleaſt,it is athing exceeding laudable, & wel conſidered by S. Avigufine Ml tn 
that in this infinit ſtore of Pagans, which he muſt yer of neceſſity tollery.” @ | 
the Emperour permitted not either Temples of 1dols , Sacritices, orp A ec 
ceremonies, Wel might he be curiousto cauſe from al parts to be brougy, Ml wn 
ancient ſtatues of marble ,braſſe,and other matter, which repreſente Lupe, WM jew 


C)bele, Mercury, Apollo, Caſtor and Pollux, and ſo many falſe Diuinities, which he MN 474 
ſet vpin Theaters, Amphitheaters,or Races , where the courſes of hors Wl yio 
were vſed, and in other publike places. Euſebius , followed by Bareniys , hy. Heat 
deth it was to expoſe them to the ſcorne of the people, which is very hardy 7 
belicue: for | ſhould rather thinke , that theſe pieces, being the moſt exquiſit MW it hi 
workemanſhips ofthe world, and that Conſtantine vehemently deſiring the W that 
beauty of his Citty , could not then reſolue vpon ſuch a lewiſh zeale, as ts W whe 
breake & deface them; but contented himſelte with the diſtribution of them tholk 
into profane places, to giue luſtre to his enterprizes, Yer muſt we ſay , tha ple 
though we at this preſent are out of the danger of Idolatry , rich men of this MW wm 
Age haue no reaſonto ſer vp fo readily intheir Hals and cabiners, luuw WW com! 
Venuses , and Dianaes, and ſo many hiſtoryes of the Metamorphoſis, with ſea, MW one 
dalous nakednes.Tertullian, an eager ſpirit,perſueth althis,as a crime, & pro- MW Ep! 
neth in the book he compoſed of Idolatry , that al thoſe who cooperxe i; [t 
ſuch works,doe worſe, then if they ſacrificed to Idols the bloud of beaſts, jy Ml vice 
they offer ( ſayth he ) rheir ſpirit, them induſty,their tranel,and their eſtate to Sathan; al WE brine 
though they baue no intention of ſinne,they miniſter matter to other of offending God, tat 

Behold the cauſe, why Conſtantine, although he were inan Age wherein W yme 

Paganiſme being ſtil in much requeſt it was very difficult totake away I inſen{ 
theſe figures , notwithſtanding he diſguiſed them as much as he could; wit. W irper 
neſſe that a great ſtatue of Apolls being brought ro Conſtantinople , one of the ſeeing 
beſt pieces that cuer had been ſeen in thoſe elder times, he cauſed a Corflatin duty 
to be made of this 4pollo, changing it into his owne image, and commanding WM {clues 

ſome parcels of the venerable nailes of our Saujour to be enchaced ouer hs MW adm; 

head. Itis in my opinionto this ſame image that he added a golden globein Ml rorco 
the hand thereof, and ouer ira Crofle with this inſcription : Tibi, Chrifte, new WM wleſti 
commendo, Beſides, he made three Crofles to be ereted,the moſt magnificent M efbli 
that might then be imagined, & ſect inthe midſt of a publike place the ſtate Wnixh 
of the Prophet Daniel among the Lyons,al couered ouer with plates of gol, W lityin( 
to repreſent a figure of the Refurre&ion. And as for his Palace, he cauſedto WoftheF 
be pourtraid at the very entrance therof the hiſtory of the Paſſion, in amok W uu ks 
exquiſit worke, wrought and tifſued with pretious ſtones, very muchreſſem- W which 
bling Moſay ke worke.Al of it being finiſhed, he made the dedicationof the Wthemat 

Citty onthe tenth of May,andas it is very probably ſuppoſed , the five and nach y 
twentieth of his Empire,conſecrating ir ro God, in memory of the gloriow © - And 
Virgin Mary, and doing greata&s of liberality to the people ; which he con- Fherof 
manded by his Edi&sto be continued for perpetuity, Codin addeth, thathe WForcon, 
cauſed alſo ſumpruous edifices there to be built for the Chriſtian Senatours, 

Which he drew from the Citty,and madethem ſo like their lodgings theyhal 
at Rome, that they were ſo rauiſhed therwith, as it ſeemed, their houſes by 

racle had been transferred from Rome to Conſtantinople, The two chiete Chut 

Cches were thoſe of the Apoſtles, and of S. Sophia, to whom Conſtantine gaue 

beginning , but the greatnes of the worke is due to the Emperour life 

Pia n. a | 

Our great Monarch,who had his eye open ouer al, forgor not toeſtablikÞvg it & 
2a good Colledge in his Citty , whereunto he drew the choice of learned meiFfoitth p; 
inal profeſſions, dignifying and adorning it with immunities and great pi-Weares p; 
uiledges,in ſuch ſort that Aurelius Vittor called him the nurſing-Father of lea-Raald b, 

ning ; and purſuing this deſigne , he tooke a particular care to erect a g000@hplayne 

Library,;& aboue alto furniſh it with good ſtereof holy books, wel _—_ lomuc 
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fine © to, the ſuperiotendency whercof he gaue ro Euſcbius of Caſares. W 
'Y Bchold the cltate of his Conſtentizople , which he by Edit commanded to 
Pagan MN be called New Rome 3 and Sozomenaſſureth thar in mulritude of people , in aþun= 
Woke MN ance andriches. It ſurpaſſed the ancient: which is not very hard for any to be- 
ute, MN jeue, who wil co nſider Rome inthe abſence of Emperours being then but as 
chhe MN 424lace diſinhabired;yer could not 24ronizs endure S.Gregory Naziangens peach, 
ores Ml ho. ſaid Conſtanrimeple as much in his tyme excelled the other Cirties, as 
bot. Ml keauen ſurpaſſeth carth, 
dt MY This would ſufficeto ſhew the politike prudence of great Conſtantine ; bur 
quife MW it ſhineth alſo in other points,of which I thinke this to be moſt conſiderable, 
2 the I tharhe h<e1d for the ſpace of thirty yeares an Empire ſo great, inatyme 
25 to MN wherein the Emperours had ordinarily ſo ſhort a raigne,that they refſembled 
them Ml thoſe creatures, which enioyed but one day of lite ;inan age, when the peo= 
tha WW plewere fo apr torevole thar the ſea had not more agitations, then al King- 
of this Wl lomes had viciſſirudes; in an eftabh{hment of Religion very new , wherin 
amy MW commotions are commonly moſt dangerous. We may wel ſay this Prince had 
ſcan. Ml fome-thing in him aboue al that which is humane, to ciment together an 
x pro- WU Eupire of ſo long continuance, in atfaires ſo diſcordant. 
ate 1n [t is true that he tollerated the ſes of Pagans for meer neceſlity , other- 
ts. WM viche muſt haue killed the whole world to make anew of it. The wile 
0; al MW fince wel (aw it was a thing impoſlible to annihilate ſuperſtitionin an in- 
tat, which had taken ſuch deep root for a thouſand yeares , about which 
herein MW tyme Rowe was built; but inthis ciuil peace, which he gaue toalthe Eaſt , he 
way MW infenfibly vadermined the foundations of impiety , and verily by litle & litle 
|; wit- WE irperiſhed in his hands. His ſpirit ſparkling like a fire could not reit, bur 
of the © ſeeingrhe Magiſtrates of the Empire were ouer buſy, yet notdiſcharging the 
Gaatne WF duty of their places, 8& that by the grearneſle of their power they made thenw 
nding MN {clues roo abſolute; he altered the whole gouernemet,diuiding their charges, 
er hs WW admultiplying the offices of the Empire : For which Zoſimws blameth him, 
obein I cot conſidering ir was the: policy of Auguſtus Caſgr, reputed one of the moſt 
, Frkew El bleſtPrinces of che world; & that he, who wil colider the ſtate of ths Empire 
ificent W elabliſhed by Conſtantine , ſhal find ſo much order in this great diuerity , ſo 
ſtave WW mich wiſe dome in inuentions, ſo much courage in executions,{o much ſtabi- 
f gold, MW ltyin continuance, that he ſhal haue more cauſe ro admire the deep counſels 
uledto WW ofthe Emperour, then find what to blame in his gonernment. The ſame Zoſe- * 
amot Wwe; 2s4Courtier and a Pagan, extremely diſpleaſed with great liberaliries 
reſſem- W which Conſtantine exerciſed towards the Churches , furiouſly raxeth him vpon 


jof the Wthemarter of rribures, ſaying, He inuented new , and exacted them with Tributes, 


ue and mach violence, by 
lorow WI : And. yet notwithſtanding there are no tributes vnder Conſtantine, the vſe 
e com- Wierof is not obſerued to haue been in the Age of the former Emperours; 
chat he forconcerning the impoſt of a certaine ſumme of gold and filuer payd by 
atours, Miterchanes from foure yeares to foure , which the Grecians called Chryſarg ros, 
hey hal Wikhough the name were then new,the manner of it could not be ſo, ſince the 
; by mi- litoriographer Lampridius,in the lyfe of Alexander Seuerus, makes mention of 
» Chut- tte gold of merchants. And as for that which was alſo impoſed vpon pro- 
ne gave Mſitute women, it was likewiſe vnder the reigne of the ſame Alexander: So that 
ur loft tewho wil compare that, whichis done before Conſtantine, & that after him in 
 {varticle, ſhal there find much moderation 1n his praceedings. For ſo farre 
ſtabliſh Ws itfrom him to ſurcharge the people, that he gaue a relaxation of the 
1ed melWourth part of tributes; which is ſo much as if a King after the ſpace of foure 
eat pii-Wares paſſed ſhould free his people for a yeare fro ordinary ſubſidies, which 
of lex-Fwoald be no {mal liberality.Now concerning the violence whereof this man 


; a g00FWlaynerh, che Edi&s of Conſtantine teſtify,that he would not haueany manto , aa 


k 


on” muchas impriſaned for moneys due to his coffers. Truc it "0 Sonetiiontben. 
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liſt of the names ofmen ofquality inthe Empire, with a raxe of their reyer,, 
wes,to enforce them to publikeneceſlities,and by this meancs diſchargey, 
Cod. Theod.L, y, Poore.Otherwile it is wel known this Prince was ſo zealous for iuſtice, t he! 
tit. 2, he would nor ſuffer cuen the letters of fauour obteined fro him, ſhoulg com 
Victor, any power tothe preiudice of ancient lawes. And thart if any of his fauorin, W tar 
hada proceſſe, and would beg of him to interpoſe his authority for him, bs Wan 
would leaue him to iuſtice, willing rather to affoord him coyneout of his MN aput 
coffers,then one ſole word of fauour, which might diſpoſe the ludges tg TE [i 
the ballance more to one fide then another.He had his eye vpon his Office, W 1f 
and reteynedthem intheir duties,diſcoueringand chaſtiſing corruptions ang Wl jmi 
baniſhing with his whole endeauour al crimes that were againſt the }ay of MW wor 
God and publike tranquility. narut 
He was much ſeconded inthe adminiſtration of affaires by the diligence MW theo 
of Ablaius, the greateſt fauourite of the Prince, and Superirendent of iuſtic, Mw 
who was verily a man of Iudgement , had he'not blemiſhed the guifts of Gy Ml jood 
with vnſatiable auarice, the 
He was ſurnamed The Baloone of fortune , forthe many changes which hap ad; 
pened in his perſon. For it is held, that he was of very bafe extraGion, bone MW bcr;c 
In Conſtantinople,then called Byzantium z & that a Mathemaric1an ariued in th 
Citty vpon the inſtant the mother of Ablaus was to be delivered, This my 
weary of his way , and very hungry, went into an Inne, where he cals fordin. WM 
ner: his hoſteſſe was very buſy to prouide it for him, at which time onecane 
toentreat her to afſiſt a neighbour ofhers inher child-birth,for ſhe pragired 
the office of a Midwife. This made her forſake her gueſt ,to help thepoore 
creature,who was fayd to bein great danger if ſhe gaue not remedy, Thehy. 
fines being diſpatched ſhe returned to her gueſt , who was very angry, an 
murmured with much impatience. She to appeaſe him excuſed herlelfey 
the neceſſity of the accident happened : but this notable Afſtrologer, hearing 
ſpeach of the birth of a child, forſookethe pot & glaſſe which he dearly loued, 
and endeauoured to ſet the Horoſcope of this 4blaums, newly come itntotie 
world. And therevponſayd to his hoſtefle, Goe, tel your neighbour 5be hath ragh 
forth a ſonne to day , who shal be al, andbaue al, but the dignity of an Emperouy, 
I thinke with Eunapius , that ſuch tales are rather made after cuents, togine 
credit to iudicial Aſtrology ,then to ſay they haue any foundation vpontrh, 
" Iris not knowne by what meanes he was aduanced, but he came into ſogrex 
an eſteeme, that he gouerned the whole Empire vnder Conſtantine, who freely Wl {1/5 
made vſe of him , asof a man diſcreet and vigilant in affaires , thoughmucY-J 
diſpleaſed to ſee him too eager in his proper intereſts, And it is ſayd,thatwi- 
king one day with him, he tooke a ſtick in his hand, and drew the lengrhof thody 
five or ſix footon the earth; then turning towards his creature , Ablauius, wh mauelle 
ſo much ſweat and trauel? In the endof al , neyther I nor thou shal baue more then thi ,u ulitar 
thou doſt not know whether thou sbalt baue it or no, * iling 
He was the cauſe by his fa&ions , that Conſtantine almoſt cauſed onedyſ};. This 
three innocent Caprtaines to be puniſhed with death , being il informed, hl" Cou 
itnotbeen that $. Nicolas then liuing , appearcdin adreame the ſame nightts he. 
Conſtantine and Ablauius , threatning it they proceeded any futher , 6 = 
would chaſtiſe them, which made them ſtay execution. _ 
Ablauius notwithſtanding was ſo tyed tothe earth , that the words a | Alit 
examples of his Maſter had ſmal power ouer his ſoule, in ſuch ſort , that") cl 
had an vnhappy end, ordinary with thoſe who abuſe the fauours of God. 
For after the death of Conſtantine , Conſtantius who ſucceeded intheE 
pire of his father,taking this man as it were for a Pedagogue,ſo much autic 1 han 
rity had he aſſumed vnto himſelfe, and thinking he could not free himſelf of **to h 
his minority but by the death of 4blavius, cauſed him miſerably to bedi 'palt 


Chered , ſending two for cxecutours of this commiſſion , men ſubornes 
wh 


ant 
the te 
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pho Galated him with great ſubmiſſions, and knees bended to the earth, in 
ene. MN czoner of Emperour. He, who before had maryed one of the daughters ot the 
ethe Emperout Conſtans brother of Conftantius, thinking they would raiſe him to 
tha MN hedignity of Czſar, asked wherethe purple was. They anſwered they had no 
| haye © commiſſion tO giue it him, butthat thoſe who ſhould preſent it were at his 
tamber dore. He commandeth them to be ſpeedily brought in : Theſe were 
mb» MN ned men » who approaching neere vnto him, inſtead of the purple, infliced 
oft qqurple death , transfixing him with their ſwords, and renting him as aSa- 
e. 
on _ poore man, following his Maſters example, had been willing to ſee 
1$.204 MY fnits vp0P his fortune , andraken ſhelter at leaſt inthe ſtorme, to meditate 
ar atheaffaires of his-conſcience , he would the lefle haue been blamed : but 
aural defires haue this proper,that they are bounded by nature which made 
gence MI em. The fantaſies of ambirion, which grow trom our opinions haue noend, 
wmorethen opinion ſubſiſtence, For whar bounds wil you giueto the falſe- 
fGog WM tood and lying of a miſerable vanity, which filleth the ſpirie with illufion,and 
teconſcience,with crimes ?When one goeth the righe way, he findeth an 
h hap ad; but when he wandreth a-crofle the fieldes.,he makes ſteps without num- 
ber.errours without meaſure , & miſeries without remedy, 


SECTEFQO N TEL 
The death of' Conſtantine, 


T ſeemeth great men who haue lived ſo wel, ſhould 
aeuer dye,and that it were very fit they Ril did, whar 
they once haue' done ſo happily. Buras they entred 
not into life by any other way then that of birth , as 
men, ſo muſtrhey iſſue our from this ordinary reſi- 
dence of mortals, as other men, 
Conſtantine had already reigned thirty and one 
yeares, and wasinthe threeſcore and third of his age, 
| 7 liuing otherwiſe ina proſperous old age, and hauing 
tdody exceedingly wel diſpoſed ro the funtions of life ; for he inceſſantly 
melled in che duty of his charge , without any inconuenience, ordering 
nilitary marters in his mind, inſtituting lawes, hearing embaſſages, reading, 
Wing,diſcourſing,to the admiration ofalthe world, | 
' This good Prince earneſtly defired the conuerſion of althe grear-ones of 
Court, Behold why, notſatisfied with giuing them example of a perte& 
,be inflamed chem to good with.-powertul words, which were to ſoules as 
under-claps to hinds, notfor the deliuery of a beaſt, but the produRtion of 
ion, 


"—A AMES 


” 


Ids Alitle before his death: hepronounced in his Palace tothoſe of his Court 
chatioÞVery elegant Oration, of the immortality of the. ſoule, of the ſucceſſe of 
od, . Y'%andeuil, of the prouidence of God in the recompence of pure ſoules, 
the terrour of his iuſtice vpon the incredulous and reprobare. This diuine 


%a handled theſe diſcourſes with ſo much feruourand deuotion, that he ſees 
dto haue his earealread y in heaucn, to vuderſtand myſteries,and enioy an 
Mipaſt of Paradile. ; 

A while 
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A while after he felt ſome litle inequality of temperature in high 
which was with him very extraordinary, ſo ſound and wel compoſed he yy 


Thereupon he was taken with a feuer ſomewhat violent, and cauſing jig, 
ſclfeto be carxied to the bathes , he remained not long there: for litlerepy. 
ding the health of his body in compariſon ofthe contentment of his ſoyle, jy. 


was poſlefied with a great defire to goe to Drepanum in Bythinia, a Citty which 
he ſurnamed of his good mother, where was the body ot $. Lycian the Maryr 
to which he had a particular deuotion, Ws 
He being tranſported into this deſired place, felt in this hart an alacry 
wholy celeſtial, and fora long timeremained inthe Church notwithRtangi 
the indiſpofition of his body, feruently praying for his owne {aluation, and 
the vniuerſal repoſe of his Empire, From thence he went direGly to aPalu; 
which he had in the ſuburbs of Nicomedia, where feeling the approachesgf 
death, he diſpoſed himſelfe for his laſt houre, with the markes of apiet 
truly Chriſtian, His Princes and Captaines who heard him ſpaake of 
being defirous todiuert his mind from this thought, ſayd , He was become 
too neceſſary for al the world, and that the prayers of al men wouldprol 
his life. But he, of what doe you ſpeake ro me , as if it were not true life, ro die to ſoma 
dead things , to liue with my Sauiour ? Ne, this heer 15 not adeath , but 4psſagetoimn. 
tality. If you loue me, hinder not my Way; one cannot goe too ſoone to God. T his ſpoken, 
diſpoſed of his laſt Wil with a conſtant iudgement and couragious reſalutian, 
declaring in his Teſtament the eltate of aftaires he would eſtabliſh, eueniy 
the leaſt particulars, and very wel remembring al his good ſeruants, fir 
whom he ordained penſions & rewards fox euery-one according to his merit 
He deuided the Empire between his three ſonnes, at that tyme abſent;a 
hauing diſtributed their ſeueral ſhares with great prouidence, he gauetoCy. 
ftantius the Empire of the Eaſt, leauing a Wil ſealed with his owne fignetinthe 
hands of acertayne Prieſt, whom he appointed to deliuerit immediatelyts 
his ſonne, which he did: and afterward Conſtantius fo much honoured this 
man, thar being inflexibleto al other, he ns him as a God, Thedi. 


poſe of his temporal afaires being ſcrled; he transferred al histhoughtstoh. 


miliar diſcourſes which be had with God , and yealded vp his moſt happy 
{oule on the Fealk of Pentecoſt , the two & twentieth of May about Middg, 
inthe yeare of our Lord z47. 
The ſoldiers. and officers who waytednexr his. perſon, not thinking his 
end ſo ncere at hand ,, vpon this newes were ſeyzed with a griefe fo a 
tr2gious, that taaring their cloaths:, and proſtrating themſclues vpon the 
carth, they bewayled their Emperour with complaintes, which ratherreſen- 
bled yellings thenmaderate ſorrow , calling him , Their Soueraigne Lord, thr 
good Maſter, and common Farber. of the world, | | 
His body-was put into acoftin of gold, couered with purple,to carryit to 
Confantineple;wherc it was many dayes expoſed in. his Palace, attired in Impe- 
rial habit, receyuing rhe ſame duties:& reuerences,as.it he had yet beenaliue. 


Ncuer was there-obfcrued towardany Emperour whatſocuer eytherſuchgrea Fi 


concourſeof people, orcordiat affe&tion: not ſo much as litle childrenbut 
were touched with aſen{iblegriefe,as th they had laſt their father, One nugit 
hauc ſeen: among the people ſome confounded .with ſad and heauy ſorron, 
othe:s to breake forth into complaints, the reſt ropowre themſeluesouti 
deuotions and praier. When ancient Rome heard the newes.of his death, ſt 
cauſed the bathes and publike Places to be ſhut vp, al mirth and folac#i 
ccaſe, that:they might lament the loſſe of amoſt honoured father. 

| The Princes his children ſpecdily arriuing at Conſtantinople , cauſed bi 
obſcequies to be performed after the manner of Chriſtians, conduting tht 
body to the Sepulcher withthe Clergy, waxlights, burning, and prayers ofthe 


Church orceined tor the foules of the dead, ForEuſebius, who was there =o 
maket 


Oy, 
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"miketh expreſſe mention of theſe ceremonies; which new Heretikes through 
eatimpertinency and malignity haue endeauoured to deny for the comfott 
of the dead. | 
# k is 2 merueylous thing to conſidet what power vertue hath ouer the harts 
ofmen , and tO behold how many diuers ſects are different in that ; which is 
matter of beliefe in Diuinity; bur al notwithſtanding agree in the konour due 
tohonelty. T he Pagans would needs Ccanonize Conſtant intheir manner, and 
makea God of him , repreſenting him in a Chariot, harmzed our with foure 
ores, as Aying aboue the clouds, and a hand ſtretched from Heauen ; which 
made ſhew to hold him in this molt bleſſed manſion of immortality; The 
Greek Church hath hononred his memory , as of a Saint ; although Conſtantine 
tadfo humble an opinion of himſclfe,that it is very likely he ordeined by his 
Teſtament, which was afterward ſeen to be executed in his funerals, that his 
body hould be interred not in the Church of S.Peter and $: Paul, but before the 
< : eſteeming himſelfe moſt happy, if after he had borne the prime Dia- 
dame of the word, he might ſerueas a porter to ſimple fiſherman. 
\Inow aske of you , my Reacer, who haue confideredthe beginning, pro- 
e, and end ot this Monatch , where may you find one hore elate in great- 
xeſe of courage, more generous in his enterprizes, more prudent in his car- 
rage, more fortunate in ſucceſſes, more conſtant in his perfeuerance?Poyſe a 
licle, and pur in a ballance the glory of his armes, the happineſſe of his con= 
queſts, the wiſedome of his lawes: what vertue thinke you had he heer occa- 
fonto make vie of ; to ſet anew face vpona whole world, to oppoſe Armies 
with iron, tratagems withprudence, rebellion of vntamed ſpirits with mild- 
weſſe? What armeto reſiſt therorrents of iniquity ? What ſtroke ro counter- 
balance the inclihations of wils, and ſwift motions of an vniuerſal world? 


Verily | muſt affirme Auguſi=s Ceſar was a great Prince, for that he changed Greatnes of Cany 


the face of the State of a mighty Common-wealth, built vp a vaſt Empire; favxine. 
butnot co flatter, nor raiſe our Princes aboue their merit with the intereſt of 
ourowne carfſe , we ſhal find this man had ſome thing in him much greater, f 
. mit the other ſcemethto you more ſubtile , if you conſider him in the ma. 
turity of prudence he (hewed 1a his elder dayes ; notwithſtanding if you be- 
bold him in al the parts ot his life, you ſhal find great vicestherin : I ſay nor 
only of impurity , or negle& , but of wickednes and inhumanity ; which was 
thecauſe that he hauing one day ina banquet taken the ſhape of 4polls, thoſe 
dout him named him Apollinem Tortorem, Apollo the Hangman, I goe not about ar 
thistime to ſearch into the vices eyther ot the one or other. 1 admit that Con- 
fanme though deſcerided of the moſt noble bloud of Romans, andas fortunate 
Beuer Auguſtus , was in his beginning ſomewhat cruel: Yetno man can deny, 
butthat in military vertue, he.inal points ſurpaſſed Auguſtus Ceſar ; who was 
dever-put into the ranke of the molt warlike Princes, 

Let vs not heer ouerprize the ſupererminency the one had aboue the other ' 


athispoint : Let vs only copare them in quality of founders of new Eſtates, 


One made anew world ciuil; and the other a new world Chriſtian. The 
tnexo doe what he did, found a Iulius Ceſar, who beforehand cut out his worke 
brhim: The ocher hewed forth a way through rockes,flames,thornes,wholy 
molued with contrariety. The one.arranged men vnder a ciuil ſubmiſſion, in 
*ouery of a Monarchy,which is an ordinary thing: The other without armes 
ligzmed them fr the affe&ion they bare to their ancienc ſuperſtition, which 
ery wel vnderſtanding ludge wileſteemea marter very difficult, becauſe or: 
Ily men are vety obſtinate to reteine the belietes which they haue held 

dmfather ro ſonne; through the reuoJution of many Ages. Finally, 4«guſtns 

d hefound a Citty of ſtoue , ſpeaking of ancient Rome , and had made of ita 

Citty of marble ; but Conſtantine might boaſt to haue raiſed a Rome wholy new 
lathe eſtabliſhment of his Conſtantinople, P 
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* Itis affirmed by the Pagans themſclues , who neuer attributed any thj 
tO Conflantin: aboue his merit, that he was at the leaſt, ſay they, before bi bapyj 
(d) Fit ingens. In ©6Mparable to al the greateſt Princes of the Empire, Eutropius,a ſoldier of Iulian the Ap, 
numere ineo animi ſata , who litle loued ChriſtianPrinces , 15 intorced through a truth toy, 
corporiſque virtmes feſſe, that he was (d) 4 great man,hauing qualities and vertues of mind ana LUO) maſt, 


claruerwnt: fortuna 
3n bello proſpera ſmit: 
verum 12: ys non ſu 


numerable, and that bis fortune being very great he bad norwithſtanding equalled J big. 

duftry and merit. Behold a teſtimony trom the mouth ot an enemy, 

peraret induſtriam, 1 would heer willingly demand of Machiazel , who inthe Treatiſe he cog, 

The Prince, cap.z. poſed cf a Prince, ſaid : That be which in al things wonld bold a ſtri&t profeſſion of anh, 

| ck print it. neſt man, cannot long continue in the company of ſuch others as are of no eftceme; and thy its 
es) Bt neceſſary for a Prince who wil mainteine his owne power , to learne bow he may ſomctyny 1, 

wicked, and to prattiſe it according to the neceſſity of affaires: And in his State Diſcay. 


ſes wel diſcouecreth he is of opinion, a Prince ſhould cheriſh the Religion 


which moſt ſuteth with his defignes whatſocuer they be, 

I ſhould willingly know of al thoſe that purſue the like Maximes withthj 
corrupt ſpirit, what they would heer anſwer me, vpon the progreſſion of the 
fortune of Conſtantine. Verily behold heer a State-wiledome, wherunto the pen 
of this Secretary, who pretendeth ability in ſome petty humane tracks, cang 
ariue, Behold a light, wherat al theſe bleared eyes are dazeled. Behold 
abyfſe, where al carnal men are loft, If we wil wel reckon them yp, weſty 
find twelue or thirteen, who in ſeueral wayes argue vpon the Diademe yith 
Conſtantine, By what degrees hath the diuine prouidence conducted himtothe 
ſoueraigniry of the Empires of the world? Is it by thoſe , which Montfieur x, 
colas Machiauel hath preparedto lead his Prince in ? If one muſt difpoile him. 

ſelfe of inocency to bereinueſted with the robe Imperial , why did Conftati 
rake the way of Empire by that of ſanctity ? If vie muſt be made of Religion, 
as of an inſtrument of ſtate , and thar taken which hath che moſt credit inthe 
Opinion of the people , why went he about to chooſe Chriſtian Religion, x 
that time, when the moſt part of the world was ingulfed in Gentiliſme?Be. 
hold Maxentizs, who according to the ordinary Cuſtome of the people of xm, 
cauſed the pretended books of the $ybilles to be turned over, conſulted with 
Augures , offered ſacrifices: This gaue him reputation of piety with apeople 
as much infidelas himſelfe. Why did not Conſtantine purſue the ſame wayes 
Why did he ſet the figne of the Crofle on his Standarts , eſteemed faral andof 
il preſage in the minds of the moſt part of his Army ? Whar fauour might he 
then expect from-Chriſtians? Would he draw treaſures from them? They were 
deſpoiled of al. Preteded he ro raiſe huge Armies of them for his ſeruice?They 
were ſo cut downe that one only monrh ſaw ſeauenteen thouſand heads vpon 
the ground, Did he perſuade himſclte there was much ſtrength in their Rel 
gion? They were aleythcr maſſacred, maymed,or baniſhed. Did he lookefor 
counſel? They were men eſteemed void of learning or policy.Did he hopefor 
credit? They were trampled vnder-foot like durt inthe ſtreets, 

Why then did a man , reputed of ſo excellent judgement, confine his inte- 
reſts to theſe miſerable creatures? He ſtoodin need for theaccommodationd 
his affaires of a Romane Senate, and it was Pagan, He wanted good Capraines, 

and they were in a manner al Gentiles. He muſt haue Forts , & they al held for 
ancient ſuperſtition. What doth he goe about ? And yet behold in a time 
wheria his affaires leaſt ſeemed to require it, he takes the markes of Chriſtis 
nity , and with them haſtnerh to aflaile the Army of Maxentius, compoledoti 
hundred threeſcore and ten thouſand foot-men, & eighteen thouſand horſe, he 
himſelf according totherelation of thoſe, who liued in the very ſame time, 
uing in this confliet, but very ſmaltroops. From whence cometh ir that hel 
ſo ſhort a time,and with ſo few people,defeated fuch formidable powers?Not 
2 bely the matter, had theſe men been but earthen ſtatues , they might make 


reſfiſtance. Had they been but an Army of ſheep, they might weary the (0b 
Q1ets 


Admirable prout- 
dence of God 
aboue al hamane 
Policy. 
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liets of Conſtantine to cut their throats, From whence comes it, they were fo 
fone defeared? From whence comes it that Maxentius ſo baſely betooke him- 
fife roche ſtraragem of abridge , which he prepared for his enemy ? From 
whence COMes it that a Roman yenate, which had confirmed ſo many Edidts 
ainſt the Croſle , a people bred vp inthe horrour of the Crueified , ſhould 
readily receiue a man, whoentred into Rome with the Crofſe and thename of 
the Crucified vpon his Standarts ? From whence comes it ; that on the trium- 
hal Arch dedicated to 1m , he would haue nomention of Roman Gods ? At 
the leaſt , according tothe counſel of the Searies of the Florentine Secretary, 
te ſhould diflemble his Religion, he ſhould giue way totime, he ſhould make 
timſelfe outwardly a Drocletian, and inwardly, if needs he would ; a Conſtantine, 
Wilany one ſay, he was at thartime a man vidtorious,who came to gine Law, 
1nd not receiue it? But who ſaw nor , that his fortune being as yet in the bud, 
hewas to walke towards Empires as on thornes , fearing aboue althings to 
iitate in the change of Religion the principal ſpirits of che Eaſt and Weſt, 
who were paſſionately affected towards their Se&? 1! aftirme Maxentiw the De. 
fendour of the Gods, ruinared himlelte by his i] government, Licenius was yet 
on foot; and verily Lic an ancient ſoldier, who had waxed ol4 in armes, & 
had neuer arriued ro the Empire but by his valour,drew in the endal the party 
oſGentiliſme , with forces innumerable both by fea and land , which ſeemed 
ableto ſwallow many worlds, He made yſe of the counſel of Monſieur Machiae 
ut, he proteſted he rooke armes for the defence oft the Gods and Altars of an- 
cient Religion, againſt a man who fought to introduce a barbarous Se into 
the world, Was nor this a matter very ſpecious, inthe times; when the ſuper= 
litioof Gentiles was exalted by Edicts of Emperours to the higheſt degree of 
honour ? Licinius notwithſtanding is beaten, ouerthrowne, ruined, both by ſes 
andland, although he were one of the molt inuentiue in the ſubriltics of the 
at military, of the moſt reſolute for execution , and the moſt ſtubborne to 
make vp againe adeſperate tortune, | | 
0you Nobility , what ſhal we ſay hereupon? Muſt we not confeſſe there is 
one Goll in Heauen, and notany other God.but that of Conſtantine, who gineth 
Kingdoms, eſtabiiſheth Sceprers, and cimenteti Crownes? If al this procee= 
fing had been an extrauagancy of paſſion, we might attribute one part of it to 
the hazard of warres, the other to the yalour of ſoldicrs, and the laſt cothe 
heat of the firſt encounters. Burt to hold an Empire thirty and one yeares, with 
logreat an equality , ſo accompliſhed a feliciry , ſoſecurea peace , fromthe 
ime of his latt conqueſt, what may oneanſwerro this? 
From whence is1t, that Conſtantine hauing forſaken ancient Rome,of purpoſe F 
tobuild a faire Cirty , where God might ſincerely be honoured and adored, 
without any commixtio of Gods or Alcars of Gentils, which he as yetthrough 
neceſſity muſt tollerate at Rome , yet nothing was changed in the Weſt ? Was 
therewant of men to vndertake it? The greateſt of the Senate were in a man- 
ral Pagans. Were therenot people enough to make reuolts? They were as 
much inclined thereunto as cuer, Were there not ſoldiersto ſupport theen- 
ttprizes of thoſe who had a deſire to rebel? There wereas many , and perhaps 
more at that tyme, as atany time before, From whence then proceeded this 
ſweet tranquility , but that the great Angel-Prote&our of Conſtantine , giuen 
Ynto him by the liuing Go1, held one foot on the Eaſt , and another on the 
Weſt, roproteR, preſerue, and honour a man, who had detended,mantey ned, 
ad reuerenced true Religion, : ; 
Oh Nobility , let no man goe about to confine your harts to theſe ſlender Aduife to the Nez 
and wretched policies , which ruyne al generoſity, Whileſt your Ance- bility, 
ours fincerely honoured the God of Conſt.cntine , of Charlemanne , and S. Lewis, 
nd whileſt they with al fincerity manured the piety of their predeceſſours, 
Without any mixture of noueclties , factions , and ſubtiltics , they 
R 3 fle w 
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flew like Eagles to the conqueſt of Prouinces, and made their armes reſplen, eh 
cent almoft in ſo many places, astheſunne cnlightneth with his rayes, Now W 
they endeauour to perſuade you , that following a petty ſpirir of rangline NY ® 
which ſubmiteeth Religion to intereſts , you ſhal make vp to your (cluesgul. th 
den fortunes; when indeed experience daily tcacheth you, they arc but ot gil. al 
ded ice, and are melted vnder the lightning of Gods 1uſtice, ti 
era of Openyour eyestothat , which | preſent you inthis hiſtory ; behold yer x - 


Coultautine, you pleaſe as you paſle along, the ſequele and proceeding ot the lucceſſou, 
of Conftantine, He left three ſonnes, the one called by his owne name, the othe th 
Conſtantizs, from the name of his Grand-father, and the third Conſlans, Conf. Wl - 
tine and Con(tans lined not long: the whole Empire which was ciuatd berween Ml *? 


three, was reunited vnder the power of Conſtantins , who verily was anenem ( 
to the ſuperſtitions of Gentiles, for which God gaue himin recompenc, i "" 
great vicories againſt the Tyrant Magnenttus, pre 

Bur this vnfortunare Prince, inſtead of following the ſame beliefe of ij Jt 
father, haſtned tothrow himſelfe violently into the nouelties of the Arian; * 


wherof ammianu the Hiſtorian, who was a Pagan ſoldier, very aptly repreher, 
deth him, ſaying, he had done himſelfe great wrong , tor that inſtead ot pre, 
ſecruing Chriſtian Religion in its ſimplicity, he had embroiled and fallityegir _s 
with noueliſme, vſing more perplexity ro ſearch our ſubrilries , then grauit hy 
topacify the Church:For he by this meanes,ſaythhe,ftirred vp an infimitnun. is” 
ber of diſſentions, which he nouriſhed withdiſputes and quirkes of words; þ 
that vnder his reigne you ſhould neuer fee Biſhops , bur riding poſt overthe 
ficlds to hold Synods, therby to draw al Chriſtendome to the Emperour 
party.This was the cauſe that there were almoſt no horſes nor Courierstobe hod 
found for the affaires of the Empire, fo much were they imployedin voyage, ahi 


which were made for theſe goodly Councels, hen 
He hath excellently wel expreſſed in few words the nature of Conſtatiy, _ 
for he was perpetually buſicd in thee litigious wranglings of the hereſy of | 


Arians , aſſemibling Conuenticles of his falſe Biſhops ,to condemne the Ortho. 
doxe, From whence it came to paſle, that hated of men,and forſaken by God, 
he led a life ful of tealoufies, ſuſpicions, diſturbances, and which is worle,de. 
files with bic ud and maſlacres, 

Intheerfd, hauing heard the newes that Iulian the Apoſtata his coufin,whom 
he had before declared Ceſar, was among the Gaales, and ſaluted Emperour,g 
hauing paſſed through Iraly, came to preſent himſclte in Thrace, he went ſpee- 
dily out toreſiſt him,and fel into ſuch deſperare furies,that on his way he ws 
ſurprized with a ſharp feauer , which fo broiled his body, that they durſt no 
more touch him thena burning furnace.This malady in a few dayes bereaued 
him of ſoule and Empire, leauing the one to the ludgement of God , andthe 
Other to lalian. 

Behold what became of this deplorable Prince , in the one and fourtieth 
yeare of his age, for having betrayed the Religion of his father; the grauity » = 
and modeſty obſerued in him , which wasthe cauſe he was neuer ſcentoſpit,Þ 12. f 
nor wipe his noſe, nor turne his head in publike , nothing auayling him ro upol 

| lengthen out his life, Inliay, Nephew and ſonne-in-law of great Conſtaniun, tor * Tl 

he c{pouſed Helena fiſter of Criſps , tooke inſtantly the gouernement of the mluc 

whole Empire vpon him, and would needs ouerthrow al that, which his yncit "ny 

had done in matter of Religion. [| gover 

Iulian with the Ler vsconſider alitle without paſſion the notable extrauagancies of this ſol 
qualities, which ſpjrir, who contemning the piety of Conſtantine, ſought to eſtabliſh himſclſeby moſt 


__ <4. al the wayes , which the poore policy of carth ſuggeſteth to thoſe who hare 


ſucccile, 


renounced heauen, To ſpeake to the purpoſe , we niuſt aftirme , thi pours 
man had al the qualities which Monſieur Machiauel gaue to his Prince, if * 


diſlimulation may be vſed for a Kingdome , neuer was lambe more - 
then 
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then this yong man at the Court of Conſtantius, torake al ſuſpicions from him, 
which he conceiuesd of his neer allies; and although he already entertained 
moſt miſchicuous thoughts inthe matrer of ChriſtianReligion, he ſo couered 
them by the publike proteſſion he made of it, that the very Eunuches who had 
alcharge moſt narrowly to pry into his actions vponthis point, obſerued no« 
thing cherin which tended to alteration in Religion. Bur tarre otherwiſe, 
tout the age of ſixteen, he cauſed his haire to be cut, and vowed himſelte to 
the Church, as a Prince moſt Religious , who thought litle on the Empire of 
the world. ET 

And after when he was ſent into France , although he vſcd ſtrange ſuperſti= 
tions and witch-crafts, riſing vp in the night to pray to Mercury , to whom he 
dedicared much deuotionzyet did he alſo notwithſtanding celebrate the feaſts 
with Chriſtians : and that which beſides is more conſiderable, when he was 
proclaimed Emperour , though he had an enraged defirerqwards it , and that 
dlthis ſolemniry was throughly agreed vpon by his cunninfzyet faigned hero 
have al the auerſions inthe world againſt it ; and cauſed himſelfe to be caricd 
tothe throne as one would draw an vnruly ſacrifice tothe flaughter, 

What ſpirit was euer more diflembled then this man$?!fasſaiththe Secre- 
tay, a Prince ſhould endeauour to haue vertues in apparence which may 
reader him acceptable in publike , though he be nor to take much paines to 
have them in effe& , neuer did any man better put on the maske of much ho= 
zeſty then this. For in the fortune of Emperour,he would ſceme like the moſt 
mortifyed Sroike of al that Se, ſhewing himſelfe ſo chaſt, thar never might 
you heare one ſole misbecoming wordfal from his lips; ſo ſober,thathe gaue 
mexarple to the moſt auſtere Monkes; ſo negligent inthe neatneſſe of his 
body, that he much gloried to ſee vermine runne vp and downe on his beard, 
which he wore very long, to play the Philoſopher inal kinds; ſo patient, thac 
hemany times endured alſorts of affronts and ſharp words from meane men, 
nomore moued therby to anger then a ſtone. | 

If ir muſt needs be, according ro the ſame Maximes, that aPrincetoproe 
cire eſtimation , ſhould performe great enterprizes, this man was no ſooner 
ſeated in his throne, but that he praRized admirable policies , and haſtned ro 
make warre on the Perſians, to imitate Alexander the Great,to whoſe vertues he 
apired. If needs ſome remarkeable at muſt, be dane inthe beginning , he ac 
bisentrance profeſſing Paganiſme , repealeth the Biſhops, which Conflantizs 2 
Chriſtian Prince had baniſhed. If liberality myſt be vſed; rhis man gaue al, 8 
ſaydhis treaſures were betteramong his freinds, then with bimſelfe, If excel. 
kat Maiſters in cuery art and ſcienceare to be cheriſhed, this man did it with 
much paſſion. ; 09 C21 + z | 

| From whence then proceedeth it , that with al thoſe.goodly parts of M«- 
diezels Prince , he bath ſo litteproſpered, reigning but ane yeare and ſeaucn. 
months , and dying ſtrucken-with a blow from Heauen, which thePagans 
tiemſelues confeſſe to be ignorant from whence it came and dyingina fren- 
Y, which cauſed him to fil his/hand with his owne bloud, and cry , Thas,o Gali« 
mA owercome , and Icauing in his death a memory of hisname ſo.odigus eo 
upolterity? -- - - EET RL] T0 51162 | 

, The 4.9 man forſakingthe way already ſo happily beaten by Cenſlantine, 
Wuckely haſtneth to ioyne amity with thoſe wiſe Politicians , who had al 
Matv's Common» Wealth , whaeſteemed themſelues the moſt accuratein the 
ernment of the world , who promiſed him by theſe wiles hepractized the 
dſolute extirpation of Chriſtianity , and to make him ___ awful and 
Moſt glorious of al the Emperours of che world, And I b you, what 
ame inthe end of al theſe ptomiſes, but dreames , illgfions , and va- - 


pours? 


R 3 Cone 
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Conflantine,vnder the holy Philoſophy of the Croſſe, reigned more then thi 
yeares. Conſtantine waged great warres , had great victories, great triumpheg 
was attended by great Councels, great Citties, Conſtantine lett a Religion, fg 
eſtabliſhed,that the malice ofan 4rien ſoune,nor the policy of anew Apoſtzts 
could not extinguiſh it. Coxflantinencuer entred into any battel where he cane 
notoff vitorious, And lulian in the firſt warre he vndertook vpon the bes 
ning ofhis Empire , confounded al his army , led his Captainesto laughty 
was himſelfe ſlaine as a vi&ime. And the ſage Politicians , which he eyer ky 
in his army inſtead of Biſhops and Prieſts,drew him to death,to ſerue ag; ſpe. 
&acle of confuſion for the one, and matter of mirth for the other, 

May wenot welſay, o Nobility , that theſe ſpirits who diuert your hay, 
from the chaſt beliefes of your Anceſtours, from the purity of faith,the cg. 
dour ofa good conſcience , to enuenome them with a docrine of impiery 
pollicy, and treachery, vnder colour of humane wiſdome , are the plagyey 
States, the ruines of houſes,and the fatal hands to annihilate greatneſſe, 

I wil not inferre for a neceſſary concluſion, that al ſuch asliue inthe ſexs 
of God and in integrity , muſt euer haue pleaſing ſucceſſes according tothe 
world,in the mannage of temporal affaires: this is nota thing abfolurely pry, 
miſed to vs by God. We haue nor fold him our fidelity and Chriſtianity ypg 
ſuch condition, that he ſhould ſtil affoord vs the bread of dogges , and fauou 
vs with felicitics , which he impartethto Sarazens and Moores, I know goog Wl — 
Chriſtian Princes may be afflicted}, ſometime for the puniſhment of certaing 
ſinnes, which they with too much indulgence haue permitted; ſometime for 
trial and ſpeRacle of their vertue ; ſometime toreach vs there is another lik 
for the chijdren of God, fince they inthis ſame are il entreated ;fometimefor 
cauſes which the prouidence of God -inuolueth as in a cloud , repleniſhe 
with obſcurity & darknes. Yet ſhal you find in reading hiſtories eyther divine 
or humane, that al thofe who haue progreſled on with true feeling of God,and 
with the lightnings of integrity, and touches of a good conſcience, whichny 
ture prouideth for cuery man, haue commonly been the moſt reſpected; the 
beſt beloued, the moſt happy, and moſt permanent. 

- Andtoſpeake with. 4uguftine, would notthey cuer be moſt happy, ifthey 
had noother felicity, butto be juſt in their commands, moderare in theirfar, 
tunes, humble among ſeruices,modelt ip praiſes,and faithful ſeruants of Gol 
in Empires? Wherin conſiſteth the happines of man, if it be not to feare God, 
fo to teare nothing els ? If itbenot to loue aKingdome, where we no longet 
may dread to-haue companions ? If it benotto pardon iniuries throughck. 
mency.,, and not revenge crimes , but by iultice? lf it be norto be chaſt inthe 
liberty of pleaſures? [fir be not rather to command ouer our owne paſſions, 
then.Cirries and Prouinces?  - - e494 (3 FE 
: Behold the principal fclicity of great Conſftangine, which pou ought, oNobk WW of Dj 
Men, totakefor your model. Doc in your'owne howſes whar he actedititi I 1.4 
Empire: eſtabliſhthere conſtantly the feare and loue of God. Baniſh vices, aq . 
he from his Citry of Conſtantinople the Temples & Vitimes of falſe Gods5thit h 
the honour of the'Croſſe may ſet a ſeale onal your thoughts, al your counſels, 
al your enterprizes; that your examples may ſerue to God as amber, and att 
mant,'to attract ſo many harts of Rraw & iron,'as arenow inthe world,rothe 
loue of vertue; thattheſe duels of gladiatours, condemned by Conſt ante, my Fig 
be-thehorrour of your thoughts, and deteſtation of your hat ts;thar devotion, 
chaſtity humility, parience, charity, verrues ſod familiar to this great-Monatth, If 
may make CR_—_ warfare, which ſhal poſſeſſe your hart; and that als 
them may thefÞreigne, each one in particulax with as aniplc Empire, a580 
themin gener - © "Kt LL 3 7 30 Dl EE 
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STATES-MEN: 


d Srxc x God hath put the gouernement of 
| peope, iuſtice, and moſt important affaires into 
» your hands, he hath likewiſe rayted you vpon 
WK 4 high degree of honour co be I60ked on in of- 
fices , tio otherwiſe then as apes in the firma« 
. _ "ment. of pak by ©: 

Your dignitles-are obligations of conſcience , tht bind like the 
thaines of Mededy.and ſcorth weake Toe iy paryly and gold : bur 
which on the othtr part affbord to generons ſpirits a perfet luſtre 
«Divinity. The mare light:a body enioyerh (Cay the learned ) fo 
mich the more ought if rochavig of ;payticipation & fauourable in- 
ences, for objects which are in a much lower degree then it. So 
kewiſe nuſt we neceſſarily ſay , that your qualities , which grant 
jou neerer approaches to the ſourſe of greatnefle , & embellish you 

eFvith the rayes of the maieſty of a Prince, doe moſt particularly ob+ 

my Figyqn to al the great vertues, Which concerne the W eale-publike, 
"| It oftentimes happeneth , that thoſe who fly from charges and af-+ 
res vnder pretext of tranquillity of ſpirit , it they be nor wel re- 
tifyed therin , find inſtead of repoſe a ſpecious ſluggishneſle ; and 
Utoſe , who make profeſſion of armes , it they take nat good heed, 
luftering al the innocency of the Golden Age to languish , make 


liemſelues vertues of the iron Age: but your conditions , Which haue a 
ccertaine 


198 The Authours Ep. Ded. 
certaine temperance of a life more ſweet , accompanied With laudzhs 
employments, open the way to you , Which makethand crownethme. 
rits. Yet is there necd of a ſoule very able to preſerue it-ſclfe ſince 
in charges , among ſo my corruprions, and ofa hart pefecily purify 
to the linke it wholy to the intereſts of God, who with three finger 
of his power ſupporteth Eſtates & Empires. | 

That is the cauſe , why I offer this Treatiſe, not ſo much to giv 
Maximes of State , of which there are alwayes enough to be foung 
as ſometymes ro awaken a good conſcience , Which is a true 
xefleted from the eternal Law , to the end that among ſo many te. 
cations of honour, and ſuch burdens of affaires, it may not Jooſeary 
part of it's vigout. If you deigneto ſpend ſome houres of your leafue 
heeron , it perhaps Wil not be vnprofitable; for at leaſt thatwil male 
you ſee aStates-man ,as rareasa Phenix , andas pure asan AngelBu 
if this conſideration furnishyouwith any good thoughts tor your perf. 
Qion,lshal eſteeme my ſelfe wel recompenſed for the ſeruice ,whi 
Lin this worke hauc vowed to your eminent qualities. 
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SECTION. k 


The excellency of Politike vertue; 


OE LD Haue euer made great account of the. diuifion of 

W | fo” q vertues which the Platonifts vie, when they cal the one 

a) @ Purgertiue, the other illuminariue, the third Ciuil, 
| 2A and the laſt Exemplar, 


Y, Z Z2ZX# Purgariue. vertues are thoſe, which giue to our 
«y \} 2, IP ſoules the firſt rinQure of ſanRity. For they take our 
iv | | Es 
Nec | AFB) hart, wholy poſſeſſed as 1t is yet with earthly pal- 
(#9, = ſions , and diſcharge it from ſo many imperfections | 
7” 7» which ordinarily corrupt nature, to giue it a talt of N 
keenly things. 11luminatiue affoord vs day-light , when we haue vanqui- 
hed the agitations of ſenſe, andeſtabliſh vs in the ſweetnes of ſomerepole, 
where we begin to behold the entrances, progreſſes, and ifſues of the world 
wherein we are placed, and the courſe of this great Comedy, called life, The 
Ciuil draiy vs our of our (clues, to apply vs to our neighbour, and to render 
every-one his dew according to his degree, in the good conuerſation betwixt 
manand man, Exemplar proceed much further in perfe&ion;for they expoſe 
tlemſelues in publike, to ſerue as models for others, and appeare in charges > 
nddignities, in the gouernement of Kingdomes, Prouinces, Citties, and 
Communalties. Chis is it which 1 cal here the vertue of a States-man, taking 
the word generally , not only for thoſe who are engaged in the mannage of 
Monarchies, Soueraignties, and Republikes ; bur alſo for ſuch as exerciſe 
uſtice, & other principal charges of ciuil life, We muſt affirme this politike Fxcellentibur ingenjs 
rertue which maketh true States-men, is arare piece;8 as it were the creame citius defueris _ 
HY und moſt purifyed part of wiſedome, ſeeing that not contenting it-ſelte F* yrs 
vitha laſy knowledge of vertue, it laboureth to build, adorne, and eſtabliſh woo Liz, Des 
the ciuil world by the maintenance of iuſtice, without which in the amplelt 
Kingdomes are the greateſt thefts, | — 
If the world be a harpe, as ſaith the eloquent Sineſtus, iuſtice windeth vp. inflcia legs A - 
the firings , ſtirreth the fingers , toucheth the inſtrument, giueth lite to the ,1;,;v, omnibus wo-- 
yres, and maketh al the excellent harmonies. If the world be a Muſtke- ralibus ; quie bonus 


.* ok, framed of dayes and nights , as of white and black notes, iuſtice comme preemines 
| dire&eth, bono ſingulart, 


% 


| 9 
 Tertul, 1. 2 aduer- dire&erh,and compolſeth. Itit bea ring,1uſtice is the diamond, If it be an 


ſus Marcton, 


Benitas Dei operata . 
eſt mundun , inſtia 


modulate oft, 


Genef, 8. v. 27. 
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iuſtice is the apple.lf it be a body, iuſtice is the ſoule.If it be a Temple. j,,n; 

p aſs . P »luſtic pf 
is the Altar. Al yealdeth to this vertuc,, and as it is enchaced in al }auggyy, i nb 
ations ſo al laudable actions arc incorporared in iuſtice.Itis anengine wc 
more powerful in effe& then was that of Arcbimedes in idza; for it doththy i 9! 
in Kingdomes, which this man could neuer ſo much as imagine in his 3 xy 
though ambirious enough in inuentions, It maketh, I ſay , Heauen to deſceng i 9 
on earth, & earth ro mount vp to Heauen : Heauen to deſcend, in TY Li 
ducing alite wholy celeſtial in the vnciuil conuerſation of men; cart) i 
ro mount vp, in drawing it from dregs and corruptions of a COuetoy, NN #9 
and bloudy life, to enlighten it with rayes of a prudent knowledge, tg gy, W wilt 
beliſh ic with vertues , diuerſity it with beauties, and ſettle it in the center gf ke 
repoſe. oth 

God maketh ſo muchaccount of an honeſt man,recommended to thee, Wii 
uernement of others, that hauing choſen Noah to command ouer only ſeaues Ml 8 


according to the ſgyles, ſhut vp in the Arke as in a mouing priſon, he calleth him his Her, BY MY 


Hebrew text, 
Iob i$. $3. 


for to ſay truely, we muſt haue the hart of God, to bring forth counſels (.g, pr! 
ciently able to ſaue men, and to be inthe ſame inſtant the mouth of God $ ſci 
pronounce the Oracles of truth. God asketh lob, who is the man on ear ates 


Ordin? Cele. that ſhal make the muſike of Heauen 2 To which I would willingly anſwer, Mitt 


Ifa. 66. 
Calum mihb; ſedes efl, 


It isa good luſticier.For in what conſiſteth this harmony of Heauen? Wea, WM 1 
not in my opinionto imagine it according to the dotages of ſome Phil. Mm 
ſophers, who of it haue made vnto themſclues a celeſtial muſike, compoſy {M®#© 
of voyces and ſounds formed by the mutual encounter of thoſe admirable Mio! 
Globes, The harmony of Heauen is nought els, but the good order of the 
ſunne, the moone, Starres , day and night, and ſeaſons, which dayly pro- nee 
greſſe along with a regular pace and meaſured motion,noterring inthelezf yy 
oint, it 
This order, Which is ſo excellent and dinine in Heauen, is introduced Mu" 
vpon earth by the meanes of iuſtice, which guideth and gouerneth al the lawng 
actions of men within the circuits and limits of duty, ſo ſagely and di. 
uinely,that he who would obſerue ſo many ſingular lawes which baoksrech. 
mend vnto vs, ſhould quickly make earth become a little Heauen, For th Y— 
fame reaſon Or:gen interpreting this paſſage of 1 ſay, where God ſayth, Hun 


Efficuantur ſedes Dei, ;5 his Throne , ſheweth , that the Paradiſe and Heauen of God vpon earth isiv 


fat prius conuerſa- 
tions &> peritia c&- 
leftes. Orig. 
Philoſtr, L1.c.18, 


'Tud. 45. 


Fxormetque 1445 plun 
yima palma fores, 
Martial, 


ſtice; from whence it commeth to paſle, that ſuch as vſeit, as they ought, 
are wholy celeſtial inſcience, life, and conuerſation. Was it not this conſide. 
ration which drew the Babylonians to build the Palace, where iudgements 
were giuen,in the forme of Heauen for the very ſtone-worke was of Saphi- i FJ 
res, which are of celeſtial colour, and in the ſeelings, clouds were counterfei 
ted, and in thoſe clouds certaine birds, reputed as meſſengers of iuſtice, as it 
they had been delegated to fee the deportmentes of men in diſcharge of their 
offices, and to aduiſe them , that giuing iudgement on earth, they ouſt cur 
haue an eye and an eare in Heauen. 

I alſo diſcouer this by another obſernation of Scripture ; for it reachetl 
me, that the braue Princeſle Debors, furnamed the Bee , iudged the people, and 
held her Afſiſes vnder a Palme : or as it is probable, after the reaſons bothel 
the one and other were heard , ſhe tooke a leafe of this tree, and gaueit t0 
him who had the right. And frum this praGiſe is deriued the cuſtome to planſ}*”* * 
Palmes at the gates of great Aduocates and luſticiers, which was likewikſſ./ The 
obſerued inancient Rome, | | 

Now why thinke you would God haue the firſt ſeſſions of iuſtice to bt dt 
' held vnder Palmes, but to ſignify that which Philo ſpeaketh of, that as ti 
Palme beareth his hart and ſtrength inthe top, ſo good Iudges dire rhe! 


whole vnderſanding and affections to Heauen, living perpetually as _ 
| preſenceg% 
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| | The wa 
tit,the viands produced death ynder a fatſe apparance of life. The inha- 
dirznts {aw nothing but wolues and foxes by their ſides, rauensand owles on 
tleir howſes, comers ouer their heads , ſerpents and ſcorpions at their feet, 


THE STATESMAN, rot 
«fence of the Diuinity ; or els, thar as the vertues of the Palmeare innume- 
ble, ſothe excellencies of tuſtice are infinit? 

Addealſo heerunto a paſſage in a Caldaike Commentary vpon Ecclefi.ftes, 
which rellech how Salowon that great King, vnder whoſe principality peace 
ud iuſtice mutually embraced as ſiſters, to ſhew what accouat he made of 
toſe who wel managed matters of right, cauſed a molt ſumpruous Palace to 
weereRed for them of moſt exquiſit workemanſhip, called the Houſe of Indge- 
gat, and through exceſſe of fauour , ordained they ſhould partake of the 
vine of offerings, which was preſentedon the Altars ot the liuing God, and 
which came from a vine planted and manured by the hands of Salmon him- 
fe.Is it not to place iuſtice in Heauen, to admit it to the communicarion 


ofthe honours and offerings of God?So the people of Iſrael,ſuppoling one day Exod, 326 


that Moyes was loſt , inſtantly asked of Aaron Godsto gouerne them, as thin- 
ting there muſt be ſome Diuiniry to ſupply the loſle of this great States-man, 
Why then doe you wonder,it $, Auguſte in the booke he compoſed of Order, 

yſeth the practiſe of Pythagoras, who neuer taught politike ſcience to his 
liples , til they had pafſed through mauy long tryals; eſtceming the other 
yes were apt to Jebauſh the mind , but that this applyed luely colours, an\l 
gitisfayd , varniſhed and perfe&ed vp the table, 

It js not very hard at this ryme to conclude, what the excellency of a 
we States-man is, but che diſcouery of him is very rare, And Lwiltgl you, 
that conſidering wel the tables which Delbenius hath made vpon Ariſtotle his 
Hloſophy , and comparing them with other exquiſirt pieces , I haue ſeen 
woCittyes very different, both which bare the ritle of Policy : but the one 
neffe& was falſe Policy,and theotherthe Citty of Verity. I wil preſent them 
utoyou plainely & (incerely,according to the likedeſigue of S. Auguſtine in 
sCitty of God & according to the idzacs of ancient Sages,not glancingar' 
artymes, which 1 wil neither prayſe nor condemne; my nature & profeſſion 
kung diſpoſed me to much ignorance of wordly affaires, 


SECTION. Il. 


The Table of Babylon drawne from ſundry conceptions of the 
moſt ſmgular wits of Antiquity, | 


eS2E then haue beheld the Citty of wicked Policy in thoſe ancient 
W F Foaintings,ro be built vpon ruines, in a land of quick-filuer, wholy 
JO cimented with bloud. Earth-quakes are there very frequent, and 
WAP | know not what kind ofoutragious winds blow ſo dangerouſly, 
KS as if they would tearealin pieces. | | 
ters were there infe&ed, the ayre kild thoſe men which breathed 


ich werethere ſeen asaboundantly trewed , as flowers in the ennamel of 


weſpring. The gates reſſembled thoſe fatal porrals, whereof hiſtories make Plutarch, de curiafit, 
ation, that were ncuer opened , but to paſſe away carrion and ordure; and aroqgadtmiany 


with 


Cyprian. epiſt, ad 
2.. prian in the Epiſtle he addrefleth to his freind Donatus, when he ſpeaketh'o 
v4 Rome the Idolatrefle, Al was repleniſhed ( ſaith this Prelat ) with good 
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withal this the Cittizens were ſo powerfully charmed, that they eſteem, 
themſclues moſt happy, ſuppoling to ſleep on thornes was to liue amy; 
violets and roſcs. 

It is verily a wonder , thar without there were ſome ſhadowes of pj 
but wjthin not ſo much as a Tewple. For in truth the Burgeſles of this City 
neuer looked vpto Heaue, but to blaſpheme it,and al of them greedily fought 
for earth couered with a vayle of sky-colour, 

1 ſaw no other Gods there, but Honour , Gaine, & Pleaſure, to whic 
ſoules and bodyes were ſacrificed in much greater mimber then 
ſlaughtered oxen in the ſolemnity of his moſt magnificent Sacrifices, }{1y 
huge caues, where there were al ſorts of beaſts, and likewiſe many monſter 
that much reſembled the Harpyes, Gorgons,and chymaracsof antiquity, 

I perceaued alſo ſome ſolitary dennes , where 1 was certified great ſy, 
ledges were committed, of power to make darknefſe, which ſerue then for 
a couer; to bluſh for ſhame, being vnable to deceaue theeyes of God, 

The men which walked in the ſtreets appeared like Centaures, and wg, 
cloathed with an habit ſpotted ouer like the Shin of a Panther. TheChin. 
gians, who difſe{ed ſome of them newly dead, gaue afſurance they had fow| 
two harts in them, Howſocuer, it is certaine they ſhewed, as it 1s ſaid, me, 
neylous cunning in their words, and had no other paſtime al the day, bury 

lay ſnares,not ſparing their greateſt freinds : for indeed they were exremej 
treacherous and crucl in al which concerned their owne intereſts, | 

As I more attentinely conſidered their orders & diſtinRions, I ſaw ther 

were three labyrinths very different. Jnthe firſt , which was at the very en. 
trance, ſtood theleaſt wicked , who were not as yetpraGtiſed in blacke mil. 
chicfes, contenting themſclues to exerciſe ſome {light tricks of wit; for they 
in good earneſt deceaued one another, and tooke much pleaſure in mutyl 
couſenage, andcalled'this kind of ſport , leggier-demaine, 1 ſaw therem 
creatures that ſerued their Maſters , not forgetting their owne afar 
who mowed the medow, whilſt it was plentiful. 1 ſaw marchants, ſomed 
which foiſtcd in falſe wares , others diſguized them , others ouerprized 
them , others ſware without end ,and ſome likewiſe ſwallowed vp periurie 
as ſweetly as the moſt delicate viand, I ſaw Artificiers, who vſed many d&. 
ccits in their manufaRures,and better vnderſtood the trade of lying,thenary i could 
other. I alſo ſaw ſome who ſold wynd, fitence, and time, and had excellent in throu 
uentions to get money. Some by certaine influences drew it out, as dot I trady 
lightning , not touching the purſe, Others had inuentions of quiteſſences ref 
Otherstrafh ked abour ſtarres,and ſold good fortune in little boxes of ſmoke: 
Others had ſhops of the ſecrets of Artes, and made themſclues able ro gin] fear 
beauty, youth, health, & immortality,to thoſe that would buy them, OthenYfewe 
made dice & mathematical cardes:Others lead beares;others extraced inf ſlumm; 
mous coyne from the plannet of yenw; others inthe quality of mercenaries 
made Odes & loue-ſonnetts for the Pandoraes of the tyme;and which was mol 
ridiculous,certaine yog Wits amog al theſe were ſeen, who laboured topata}} 
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' yp together rymes or proſe very little tothe purpoſe, to whom gold and is-Wlupe : 


cenſe was giuen, with which they were ſo puffed vp, that they eſtecmed theſjand 
woſt ſolid wiſdome of the world to be but meere ignorice in comparifon ere 
their workes.One cannot tel al the trickes of this impoſture,and how manſſfts, 
Nlejghts the ſpirit, watchful for it's owne intereſts, found to come to theſÞMn, I 
end of it's intentions, Conſcience checked ſome; but they anſwered , onthe: 
could not live in the world without theſe tricks, and that they were uf 
neceſizry as to breath, 

In theſecond labyrinth I ſaw the corruptions of iuſtice deſcribed by $. 


ts 
precep 
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j precepts, excellent lawes, and ſage ordinances + but in the migdeſt of fe 
many lights, God and men were offended with ſo much impudence, as if theſe 
lawes were made torno other end, but to be tranſgreſſed. Neuer is innocency 
il intreared , as inthe place where profeſſion is made to defend ir, The fer- 
ars of the deſert hauclefſe gaul and ſpleen then thoſe Pleaders, whom I ſaw 
urmoiled with a ſpirit of giddineſſe, and diſſeuered with the ſword of diui- 
fon, Their clamours were fo loud that they made the whole houſe of iuſtice 
teccho againe , as are the waues heard to roare on the ſhore of the &gean 
ka, 1 ſaw gibbets, wheels, and boyling cauidrons prepared for ſome mi- 5 2—_— 
{able criminals, becauſe they were yer, as it 18 ſayd, but little theeues; but —_ —_—_ 
were they Much greater, their ctimes had rather been crowned then cha- bus,publici in amro 
ſiſed, Vitam agum, 
From thence 1 viewed fields weeping, filled with ſtanding waters, which ©**%- 
gere ſayd to be gathered rogether trom the teares of widdowes , orphanes, 
1nd an infinir number of other perſons, who live vader great oppreſſion, 
[ſav ſome who were in the water vp to the necke, and ſome who lifted 
yan arme withal their ſtrength rooffer vp ſome papers, wherein were the - 
lavesof Charlemaigne and Lewis the XIl.,whichexprefſely command the cauſes 
ofehe poore may be handled before any other bufineſle : bur it was replyed, 
fch ordinances were quite out of vie, Theſe miſerablecreatures ſolicited 
their Arrorneyes, andthey betrayed them; complayned to their Aduocares, 
amd they perplexed them ; implored the aſſiſtance of Tudges, and they ſold 
them, notwithſtanding were eſteemed houeſt men, and ſtil enemies to theſes 
corruptions, | 
ifaw two great Regiſters, whereof the one was called the Cabale of 
fnour ; and the other , the Cabale of money ; where ic is ſayd there 
nere-miſchicfs as blacke as the ſpirits of the abyſſe, bur they muſt nor be 
duulged. There was alſo a very great quantity of Pleaders , whoſought to. 
>terch out ſures, as ſhoemakers a pecce of leather with theirtecth, and mut- 
ter but propoſitions of errours , reuiewes, incomperences, reie@ions, op- 
poſitions , and compulſory cauſes, with ſo many other hydeous%words, thar 
Iuked whether theſe men ſpakethe language of the Canada or Chinois. 
Qld Perrifoggers appeared al oucr worme-eaten with iniſchicts, who 
could fcarce breath from their lips, yet had ſtrong apprehenſion of death, 
tirough feare to leaue the exerciſe of ſuirs, The like was found in ſoules al- 
tady halte damned, who were very ſolicitous in matrer of treachery ; one 
dre falſe witneſſe,anotherinuented a contraR, another forged a Wil, another 
lppoſed a crime, another had a ſhop of al ſorts of ſlanders and diabolical fal- 
ſkcations ; the audacious ſale of a word proſtitured to ſinne flew between 
tezuen and earth about twy-light, with the wings of an owle; and to con- 
ed infs{ ammate the ſublimity of miſchicfe,right yealded to iniquity. It was to doe 
-enaries}} mong to the wicked, not to 1mirate thoſe. Crimes , ſayd they , were already 
as moſt Uiciently authorized by the great multirude of complices, 
copatehſſ- In the third Labyrinth, | ſaw men, who had litrleeiſe of maninthem but Riſpellienes) + 
| and is-upe and Shinne. They were neereto an enchanted riuer , which muſt be paſ- 
med thefſand repaſſed ouer ſeauentymes, as it is (ayd, to become abſolute incrafr. 
riſon fre were likewiſe others ſcen already transformed into vnknowne mon» 
w maſs, and others who had no more but the little finger ortip of thenole of 
e to theſſn. I ſaw ſome who were like little Apes, which puſhed and ſcratched one 
red , oneffitther, and brake through the throng, with al their force to climbevpra 
were top of a tree, which was ſayd to be the tree of Honour. 
| Atthe entrance there was | know not what kind of fantoſine of Diui. Lylius Glraldus * 
by SCP) called Wordly Fauour, It ſeemed in apparence to haue a body and conli- piQura Fauoriag 
aketh' offence, but was in effe& a true ſpectre of ſmoke, cloathed witha mantletil[- 
; goodſfÞed with clouds and wind. There ſtood about it Philoſophers , who would 
recepts $ vndertake 


_ 
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vndertaketo deriue the Genealogy , and ſet the Horoſcope of it, One ſaidfhe 
was the daughter of beauty, the other of hazard, the other of babble;tharkyy. 
tune was her nourcing-mher , and thar if ſhe had her exalration in the ſigns 
ofthe Ramme , ſhe ſhould find her declination in the Ballance. Howſocuer ſhe 
then appeared very ſprightful and ſzruce, Flartery failed not to court her 
throwing roſes and flowers-de-luces vpon her, But at the ſame tyme Enuy 
{lily ſtealing into the throng, gnawed the border of her garment, Riches, gif. 
daine, preſumprion, & boldnefle,did nothing but cry round about her, Make 
place, make place, and to raiſe her the higher , they ſought to lay the grey 
Code of Iuſtinian vnder her fect. She was ſo diſdaineful of knowledges ſhe hay 
. formerly acquired , that nothing was ſo cold as her diſcourſe , and if ſhe ha} 
cyes , they were for no vic but to behold her owne intereſts, When 1 ſaw ſhe 
paced along ina way al ſhining with ice, andthar ſhe danced on arope, [ ly 
ſighr of her, not troubling my ſelfe any further to tollow this ſpirit: butt yp. 
derſtood , that al thoſe who promiſed themſclues the {cauen wonders ofthe 
| world, had been payed in coyne of leaues, f 
Aquilz Anſcrine, Therelikewiſe | viewed men , whom you would haue taken for geeſe, 
Stapler, ſimple of countenance were they,bur they ſwamme in Pattolus, hauing butane þ 
foot only of a gooſe ; forthe other hidden vnder feathers was therallonof; | 
Harpy, which did only attend to catch golden fiſh, 1 ſaw alſo ſome plungetin i . 
a huge heap of piſtolets, ſo that neither heads nor bodies appeared, buronl 
one typ of atoe made like the paw of a Griphon, as a notabic Painter ng 
bh long ſince delineated couetouſnes. Going ſomewhat further 1 diſcoueredthe 
denne of Bacchus, where 1 ſaw fifes,timbrels, iny, & goat-skinnes, huge ſmoke 
| of roaſts, feaſts, and men buried in wine and good cheere. Beyond ittheypy|. 
fed to the grots of Luft , where crimes were done , which would makethe 
moſt innocent pennes' gailty in writing them;toras there muſt be an extrene 
impudence to commir them,ſo ought much ſhamefaſines be vied to conceale 
them. Nothing ſo much aſtoniſhed: me, as to ſee Ecclcliaſtikes withoutreli 
gion, Ladyes without ſhame, and yong mayds tainted, who knew ſo muche! 
that wherof they ſhould be ignorant , that the moſt proſtitured couldrexc 
them nothing. 

Afterward the ſport turning into bloud,1 ſaw ſtrange treacheries, homble 
circumuentions, execrable treaſons,which ſpake of nothing bur of tyingha 
tars and mingling poiſons. 1alſo ſaw ſome , who made it their pradiſetoki 
men openly, and faid there was no ſafety for tkem in innocency, but much 
ther in the enormities of their ſacriledges, | 

I thought I had ſeen al, when | afterward perceaued a chamber hydeoull 
blacke, ſaid to be the ſtudy of Lucifer , and that the braue ſpirits of this time 
ſtudyed there, vnder the regency of Herod, Tyberius , and Pulate, to find out tir 
way how to belicue in God no longer , and to know al the refyned policy! 
former Ages. | 

I ſhould be tedious and troubleſome to decipher al the particulars df | 
this prodigious Citty. The painting hath told much of ic, bur the grearct} kenH 
vahappinefſe which 1 ſaw there, is , that it is more true then | could wiſh. tot * 
not totouch vponthe honour of ſo many good men, which are yet both inthe aſuct 

body of luſtice, and in al other companies; | muſt tcl you, that among the {on-F tarnec 
nes of Seth there are many children of Cain, which make vp this Babylon. 
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SECTION, 1H. 


The deſtruft;on of Babylon , and the courrnement of the 
druime promadence ouer the Eſtates 


of the world, | 3 


Courteouſly beſcech you, o ingenious Politician, to 
5 runne your eye ouer theſc lines which I hauetraced, 
J co ſtay alittle your haſt , and to conſider with me the 
knot of al thispolicy, the ſource, progreſle, iflue, and 
remedy of al theſe diſorders: perhaps you may find 
more reaſon in my diſcourſes, then your paſſion can 
expeR, Conſult a while with your hart, ſound your 
ſoulc, goe to the bottome of your conſcience, | feare 
FO l there may be ſome pits of the abyſſe,and grashoppers 
ofthe Apocalyps , which arethoſe blacke vapours, that haue hitherto eccly- 
pledal the lights of your vnderſtanding. I wil not conceale from you that 
there are three ſorts of ſoules; one virginal, another already changed and ſom- 
what corrupted ; the teſt ſhameleſle , ſuch as thoſe whichare called inScrip- 
mrevaſt and gyantlike ſoules. 1 doe nor thinke to find by your proceedings; Feclef 24. inthe 
thatyou haue a virgin-ſoule, nor will likewiſe perſwade my ſclte , you haue Greeke verf. 5. 
tefule of agyant , which expe&eth no other remedy but thunder : | ſhould pyaiod"; 4oxbs 
ther belicue you haue a ſtomake depraued by ſome wicked principles, 
wherinto either the vnhappineſſeof your education, the preſumption of your 
ability , or tickling hope of good ſucceſle in worldly affaires hath throwns 
etokil Ml you. Wil you thar | touch with a finger the beginning of your diſorder ? You 
uchr- W have been too much flattered vpon the excellency of your wit, which is not 
toſpeake truely one of the ſhalloweſt of the tyme: but there is much wanting 
deouly © ofthe ſingularity you imagine, You haue inſenſibly retired your ſelfe from 
is time I that great judgement, which $. Denys calleth the eternal þarch of al the moſt pu. Dionif en; de dix 
out tir I rifyed lights, and moſt chaſt affeftions, and by withdrawing your ſelfe haue \;\'i; nominibus, 
olicyd! I faken a great quantity of falſe lights into your corrupt vnderſtanding, and 
ach coldnefſe into your hart,which haue brought vpon youaremiſineſſe in 
lars of manners , and a notable diſorder in altheparts of your ſoule. You haue 
greatek een Heauen, and al the hopes of the other life as Mathemaricians make vs to 
i{h. ForÞ dehold in a darke chamber, whatſocuer paſſeth abroad, through a little erany, 
th intieY} 'nſuch manner , that al things we ſce appeare like ſhaddowes and landskips 
che ſon-F] turned ropſy-turuy, 
wy Behold what happeneth after you haue ſtopped vp al the windovwes and 
ceſſes of heauenly light; you hauc made alictle hole for the moone , and al 
tiebleſſings of the other lite haue ſeemed very ſlender to your diſtruſtful 
ſpirit: you haue pur on areſolution to make a fortune at what price ſocuer 8& (i) Augu,t.z. deli 
build on earth like Cain , after you haue almoſt renounced the hopes of bcro arbir. c. 24. 
cT10 Hleauen, In doing this you haue played the vnruly aſle, thinking to eſcapefro Do A 
the bauds of the dependance you haue on God: you haue made yourſelfe your ofſe 2 Ef. fiews 
deſling, your end, your (4) God, Thereupon you haue thought of the meanes pin Dgw, E 
S 3g you 
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you are to hold to arriue at this ſcope, already framed in your imaging. 
tion. It ſcemeth to you al things ſucceeded according to your WIT,trauaile 
and induftry vſedrtrerin , with fome ſmal help of fortune, "God no whirary 
entermedling with affaires heer below. You haue drawne abſurd coſequencyy 
of the proſperity of ſome ſubtile, ſpirits, not lookiog into the bottome ofth, 
buſineſſe. The ſucceſſe of your affaires, which ſeemed ro you moſt proſe. 
rous, notwithſtanding your crimes and vnlawful proceedings, haue embolg. 
ned you; miſchieuous ſpirits, which daily conuerſe with you, haue confirmeg 
you. In the end, behold your ſelfe reduced as-it were to this point , as toſyy. 
poſe you are to hold ona courſe inal affaires and gouernements of the worly 
which may be crafty, captious; worldly, and.mdependent of diuine lawes if 
not for ſome popular apparence, | 
If this be ſo , 1 demand of you , why then in the 1udgement of that grey 
Politician Thucidides, and al other we) vnderſtanding men, is it obſerued thy 
theſe curious wits diſpoiled ofthe teare of God, hauec alwayes been moſt tw. 
bulent and vnhappy in the mannage both of their owne ataircs and the py, 
like alſo, as on the contrary thoſe who had not ſo much knowledge andip 
uention, but purſued the general inſtin& of God, haue held theireltates be, 
ter gouerned 1n ſimplicity, more proſperous inthe ignorance of cuil, & much 
more firme inthe laſting of their telicity?Neuer was there amorcreſynedyit 
then 4chirophel, of whom the Scripture ſaid , men conſulted with him as with; 
God; yer neuer was there any more vnhappy in his praiſe. For hauingdi, 
poſed of the affaites of the Kingdome and thoſe of his owne houſe , therete. 
maining.none to be prouided for but his owne perſon , hetooke a halter, 
ſtrangled himſc}te, becauſe they approued not: one of h1s counſels, | 
When we behold in hiſtories large liſt of theſe moſt curious Politician, 
who hauc had ſo il ſucceſle eyther intheir owne perſons, or in their poſteriy, 
as I preſently wii/produce very many ; we mult vndoubtedly ſay this kind 
way jscuer dangerous in its enterpriſes, but not infallible in the ſucceſs 
therof. If you become as wicked as a litle.Poliphemws, it would be very hardty 
deny afirſt cauſe of al rhe creatures which are inthe world,of it ſelte abſolute, 
independent, and etetnal. For were the world ful of wheels and reuolutiqy 
 euenfrom earth to Heauen, ſtil muſt we neceſſarily come to the laſt wheel;to 
: the laſt reuolurion , which is togiue morion to al the other , and to takeita 
om D. Anſelmi no other; and that is God.,Were you asbrutiſh as a Leſtrigon, you could notdery 
"44a ce veritate an eternal Verity. For in what tyme wil youſay there hath not been a vetiy! 
Should you aſſignethe ſpace of ten millions of yeares,and al that may beins 
gined beyond it, you would euer find this verity : and ſhould you ſay , itws 
not then, and that inſaying ſo, you were fincere, which cannot be; yet would 
you ſpeake atruth cuen in denying a truth , ſo much is her eflence neceſlar: 
and thiseternal verity which ſerues as a baſis for al other verities is that which 
we cal God, Were you as vnnatural as a monſter , you knew not how toden 
there were a ſoucraigne Being in the world , which holdeth:the firſt degreedt 
al exccllencies,inſuch ſort that we cannot imagine any thing more excellent 
. andthar 1s God. | | 
D. Thom, opiſcul. Beſides, it is neceſſary to inferre what $. Themas hath moſt diuinely lay, 
> Te, Fine * .;; fhatalthings,which are by borrowing and participation, haue relation of 
> penn = voto ceſſity to that, which is by eſſence and nature. So the ſtarres, the pretious ſts 
in id quedeſt per eſ= NES, haue reJation tothe ſunne; and things hoat to the fire,as the ſcope of the 
ſeniam, excellency, Now itis certainethat men, Cittics, and Kingdomes ; haut but! 
borrowed being, becauſe they are not made by themſeclues, and thereforents 
neceſſary to affirme there js an intelle&tual power in a ſupreme degree, whit 
vnroal theſe inte}ligences , cucn of men which conſtituted theſe States 
Republikes, doe relate; and this relation is nothingels but Prouidence, - 


Verily if you ſhould behold on a Theather abour ren thouſand =D 
car 
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tert? 


of 
w. would you take your {cite to be wiſc ta enter into Counſel nor called, andto 
tary £ reieriie opinions of al thoſe, who hauedelinered their ſentences, publiſhing 
ence; I a0 opinion abſolutely new , and dire&ly contrary to ſo many good iudge- 
ofthe MY ments? : | 
rolpe. And I aske of you , that were how ſo many excellent Magiſtrats raiſed 
\bolg. MW ggaine, as haue gouerned al ſorts of Kingdomes and Common-wealths in the 
irmeq I Ages paſt , ſhould we not ſce morethen a million of men moſt accompliſhed 
:o ſu. W inknowledge , vertuc,8& experience,who had managedrhe worldin the feare, 
vorld, WW 2nd vnder the lawes of this d1uine Prouidence?lt would then be a notable ſpe- 
yes,if I Gacle,to ſee you enter into the Hal of ſuch a Counſel with a downy chinne,to 
tive al this aſſembly the lye,and ſay, there is nothing but humane policy , dil- | 

orex © mulation , andthe tricks of flattery to be valewed in affaires, without the = 
| tha I apc&ation of any thing from God; would you notbe ridiculous? Yer this is 
firm. Ml itwbich you doe , ſo much hath ſinne ſtupified you, 1f you haue the leaſt 
c pub. ke of che vnderſtanding of a man, when you foſter ſuch thoughts in your 
ndin WM wind, doc you thinke it were fir to preferre ſome mouldy reaſons of a carnal 
es bee. MY fyirit, and the capriches of your ſenſual imaginations before the voice of na- 
mich MW wre , and the ſtates of the whole world, afſembled together to condemne 
edvie MW jour brutiſbnes? if there be no prouidence to chaſtice the peruerſe, and re-= 
with, MW compence the 1ult, conclude,we mult liue in the world like a ſparrow-hawke, 
ngbi. Wl ofPike, called the Tyranc of the water, and to hauc no other meaſure of ver- 
crete. MW te, bur your tallon and throar. 1s 1t nor to open the gate to al iniuſtices, per= 
rad I funes, treacheries , and ali poſſible abominations ? For what monſter wil not 

| that ſoule be capable of, which conceauerh nothing of God ? I haue ſomerea= 
icians, MW (0, ſay you, and for this cauſe youare of opinion, this beliefe ſhould be en- 
teri, WM txrtained ro amuze the people. 
cindel WM -- Inſaying this , you diſcouer a great weaknefſe of indgement ; for it muſt 
ceſs W beconcluded , according to your propoſition , that al what cuer was in the 
ard} MI world, either of juſtice, remperance, modeſty , courteſy, patience, honeſty, 
ſolute, MW peace, and tranquility , were deriued from an imaginary beliete , touching 
uti MW Providence, from an errour , a folly, an illuſion which is as abſurd , as to ſay 
cel.to Wl gapes grow vpon thiſtles,and roſes ſpring from the ice of winter And tel me 
keitof WM n9t, Lpray , thar a falſe belicfe ſeeks to procure good effeRs, as it appeareth 
xden I inthe vertues of Pagans, For | hold that what good the Pagans haue done, 
yerity! they hauc not aced it with relation to the adulteries of Lupiter , nor the mur= 
veins MW 473 of bloudy Mars : but in honour of a Diuinity , which they thought auen- 
Jenn fdiniquity and rewarded verrtue, la this general beliefe,which was thetrue 

would I 190t of their moral vertues, there happened no abuſe, although they in par« 
-efſary: I ficular were deceaued intheir judgement, 
which © - Your goodly obieions of ſtraw proceed from an infamous Diegoras, or "wy = 

, . k "hi rridendlaw, 4give 
o deny I Yay, who thought ro haue found a great ſecret inſaying,the beliefe of adiuine ,,,,,,.-u tum 
-greedl trouidence was a iolly inuention,becauſe it kept the world in awe. Deſerued yyrum quidguid ef 
cellen; © not welto be curſed, as a Traytour to al mankind? Deſerued not he wel to ſummun, ſed cred, 
(broiled alive in the throat of Hel, as indeed he was, looſing his life in the Aa view of 

Iy Cayd, I fames of Veſuuis, ſince he vanteth himſclfe to haue diſcouered a ſecret, which n—_ 
n of ne} would be able, were it true,to let looſe the bridle toal prophanations and bru- 0 proditerem geweris 
ous ſto-F] Mhneſſe of a life the moſt ſauage that might be imagined? Euecr would it be —_ a 
of rhe} Voreto the purpoſe to tolerate an cuil wel conferred , then to introduce a Ede: lib paſs pits 
ue but! = ildigeſted, ſay the wiſe : and what crimess it then to inuent falſe ls 
orciti*crets , the ignorance wherof is ſo wholeſome , and the verity wherof 
; whet-$ Yould be ſo prodigiouſly hurtful 2 Why doe you not rather take into 
res and our conſideration the ſage diſcourſe of the Philoſopher Simplicixs, 
+, "Yo ſayd : When 1 imagine 4 God vnto my ſelfe , I figure 4 great Maiſter , whons 
4 whit}! wow of necefity ro be endowed with 4 moſt ſtable ſcience , and 4 moſt excellent wil. 

beat S 3 And 
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heards, that were come thither to decide a matter by 4 common conſent, 
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And fer this cauſe 1 conclude, he cannot be ignorant of the things be bath produced ; ſeeing 


igncrance falleth not even vpon beaſts moſt ſtupid; and 1 ſay , that be &nowmg them gourngg - 

them without paine , ownipecent though be be ; there being uo greatneſſe nor multitude oſhy, } 1 

dens, which can weakentbe forces and vigour of this infinit ſpurt. As chere is not any thiy " 

great for bu capacity, ſo is there nothing too little for bis bounty. Nothing eſcapeth bis pate. Wl bao 

nal Progidence , nor doth be thinks it « matter vitworthy of bis care to gouerne 4 butres. ; jou 

ſince he eſteemed ut 4 thing conſonsnt to bis bounty to create abutter-fly. Now for vs 19 thnyy {yy 

that be knowing, able, and willing to gouerne the world, is dinerred from it tbrovgh pleaſmy gre: 

and contentments be raketh ſor bis owne delights,is a moſt grofſe imagination; for why dhyvy pſt 

we attribute to God apprebenſions and aſſertions , whu h we would be ashamed to gine conn MW 11 

of they made not ma to be of the number of the al:ogether idle? | cit 

Behold how this ſingular wit diſcourſeth: and verily itis to be wholy igng, Wl jv, 

rant of God,to haue any conceit of him leſſe then infinite. Independent Soye. 

raignty cannot admit acompanion;and the inexhauſtible force of a Creatoy, yoW 

who made al, ſufficeth to gouerne al, An Angel coſt him no more in thems, W ({h 

king then a ſilke-worme , and a filke-worme colt him no leſle to Produce it Wl jeot! 

then an Angel. Why doe you not judge that which is to be made, by it which WY je w; 

is already made? When you entred into the world, the diuine Prouidence,q IM jinſ 

a harbinger, prepared your lodging for you; it was not in your powerts i yo 

make your (clte then cyther rich or poore, Maſter or ſcruant , King or ſubie Maſt 

your affaires were diſpatched,and your counſel not asked, God al{ojnfilenc WM tut 

draweth out the web of your life; if you deſire ro be happy, you haue nothing WW jor 4 

to doe, but to contribute your free-wil to his-worke, But if you haueſer eatraj 

your reſt to become a Politician, contrary tothe decrees of Prouidence, and i g þ 

to bend the byas to your pretended intereſts, is it not to doe the ſame thing mize 

which a frog ſhould , if ſhe ſought to ſwimme againſt the current of Rhulay prop] 

Or Danubizs ? Would not it be as ridiculous as if a fly ſhould ſeeke to ſoarevy Ml he w 

to Heauen , and fixe her litle feet , to ſtay the courſe of the Primum mo. MW yoh 

bile? . this f; 

Againſt the ancitz Youſay, I preſſe you, and if you canproſper wel in the affaires oftheworll W ures 

ſaying touchedby by theſe wayes of piety and honeſty,which are euer annexed to a firmebeliefe I terec 

Tertullian: Nenl- Of 2 djuine providence, you would rather take this ſamethen any other, Toit byaml 

Dios Ye 87%. T anſwer that which Leeriizs ſpeaketh of the Philoſopher Byon, who hauing be. I vie 

lib, 4 © fore beenan Atheiſt, and atrerward by chance diſpoſing himſelfeto invoke Wl then 

the falſe Gods, became moſt ſuperſtitious in their ſeruice,vnger hope of ſome Wl welet 

— | Enar.2,in temporal commodities, which he thought to gaine, © great foole ({aiththisAu- WW keole 

Pal. 25, , thour) who could not propoſe Gods to himſelfe, vuleſſe be made thews mercenary , and wull I make 

xe : 4 4,” needs bane the belieſe of 4 Diuinzry depend on the ſucceſſes of bis perſon and bouſe.God ((aith Il ke hin 
Teant. CO S. Auguſtine ) engageth not his promiſe to make vs happy according to the I jeep p 
& Dew tibireſp!m- world,ſo ſoone as we become honeſt me.if you ſay vnto him: O God whereis I hold x, 
der, Hec eff fider rua: your juſtice,to ſuffer the wicked ſo to flouriſh , and good men to be afflicted I region 
_ - premif, he wil anſwer, Where is your faith? where is that promiſe | haue made you? bones, 
faltu = I Haue you made your ſelfe aChriſtian to be happy in the world? =_ 0 
fleveres? This were to make a vertue beggerly,'wanton, and intereſſed, which Wing 
muſt cucrbe payed withproſperities : we may wel ſay, it _— ir-ſelteto Bey, 

God for good morſels, and not for honeſty, It is much to be fearedlcaſt te kangin 

pleaſures of the preſent, may makeit looſe the taſt of the recompence pt I tu, 

miſed in Heaneu, as itis ſaid the dogs, which hunted among the flowers@F Ijgyy 

Mount Gibel, loſt heertofore the tracks of the hare. Commod 

If following good Pollicy we ſhould be vnhappy towards the world, WR. 5 

might euer comfort the captiuity of our body by the liberty of our mind, Byt 

& guild our Chaines of glory wit h our vertues.We ſhouldenter into the wa” tipſe 2. 

munity of great ſpirits, who haue done al good R to endure alcuil; we ſbo x rety pr. 

much more reioyce to bg inthe bottome of the priſon with $. Paul, "_ vil exp 

the Heauen on earth, which Coſrozs the Perſian King cauſed to be built, Go jou ſtil 
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Gadisnot ſo harſh to a good conſcience, that he 'defireth to hotd it Ril- jn 
theincommodiriesof preſent life : but. much otherwiſe; it you wil wel gif. 
courſe, chere wil be found an infinit number of good Princes,excellent Magi- 
frates, and al ſorts of perſons qualityed , who purſuing the way of honelty 
kave-been molt proſperous in the manage of affaires, And if you confider 
our Policitians , who make protellion tro refine al the world , eyrher you 
hue ſeen but the firſt ſtation of their plaiſtercd felicity, or haue cuer found 
labyrinths, horrible c6tuſions, fortunes little laſting, deic&ioa in their 
erity, hatred,and the execration of Ages. | 
Ithinke, 1 haue fully illuſtrated theſe cruths in the hiſtories which haue 
written of Herod , Theedoſius , Maximw , Eugenius , Conſtantine, Diocleſtan , Conftans, 
hin, and diuers others, 

And if you yet deſire to behold with a ready eye, how there is no policy 
powerful againſt God, and how he ſurprizeth the moſt ſubtfle, making ſnares 
oftheir greateſt cunning to captiue them; behold 19ſeph, ſold by his wicked 
trothers, for feare he ſhould be honoured, & yet ſee him honoured becauſe 
lewas ſold, Behold Aman, who practized the ruine of the Hebrewes, to rayſe 
limſelfe ; and ſee him rayſed on a gibber of fifty cubits high to humble him, 
khold Ionas, who would alſo be a Politician contrary'to the counſels of his 
Jaſter; yer rempeſts purſued him, the lot ſerued him for an arreſt, the ſea for 
;Miſtreſſe of conſtancy, the belly of a whale, which ſbould be his {epulcher, 
fora Palace, He came to the Hauen by ſhipwracke,much more.ſafe in the 
atrailes of a fiſh,then in a ſbip.Behold Pharao, who becomes crafty, & think- 
& by ruinating the 1/raclites, his Scepter is throughly eſtabliſhed : God ſur. 
nizeth him in ſubrilty , and makes him know the oppreſſion of this poore 
reople is the inſtrument of his ruine. A little child, which lyeth floating on 
thewaters of Nius ina cradle of bulruſhes,asa worme hiddeninſtraw, and 
whoſe afli ted mother meaſureth his romb with her cycs in cuery billow of 
this faithlefſe element, is deliuered from peril by the very bloud of Pharao, to 
amnethe diademe of Pharao into duſt and bury him al enflamed ina gulfe of 
thered Sea. Behold lerobuam,, who reuolting againſt his Prince,rayſeda ſtate 


Donne Teroboamn 


bjambition, & a Religion out of phantaſie , hauing ſcen the Altars cracke' aft, o delets 
wh the horrour of his crime , yet his hart {til remayning more obdurate de ſwperficie rerre. 
thenſtone , in the end he is ſo chaſtiſed bythe hand of God, that there was 3, Regs 15- 


left ſo much as one handful of duſt of his howſe vpo the face of the earth. 
kehold 4bſatowr, who thought the meanes ro mount yp to a Throne, wasto 
take a foot-ſtoole by force of Armes of the crowned head of his father : yer 
ke him ent angled toatree,transfixed with three ſpeares, and throwne into 2a 
ep pit, which left nothing of him aliue, but the memory of his miſtry. Be= 
bold Saul , who makes ſhew punctually to obey the law of God vnder the dis 
rtion of Samuel, he afterwards learnes ro become cunning, plotting de- 
bynes, and ſeeking in al points his owne petty intereſts: but in the end Daxid, 
whoſelife he iudged incompatible with his owne eſtate, diſmounted him, 
gno other Policy,bur by making himſelfe an honeſt man. 

Behold the Monarchies of the world, ſo much diſputed on,behold Scepters 
lnging on afilken thread, the Empires, and liues of Otho, Viellas, Gatha, Piſo, 
labnus, Flortanus, Baſilius, Siluianu, Tacitas , Quintilius, Maximus, Michacl.Colopbates. 

ld the fal of Parmenio vnder Alexander, Sezanu vnder Tyberias, Cleander vader 
Gmmodus, ablautus vnder Conſtantine, Eutropius vader Arcadias, Vignius vnder Fredes 
Me, Brocas vnder Philip, Cabreca vnder Peter, and ſo many of the like kind. 

Eyther you ſhal make your ſelfe wholy inſenſible,or muſt affirme, that to 
apſe 2 (tate and build a fortane , you are to proceed ſecurely therin , with 2 
iy greattye vpon the maximes of fayth,Religion,and honeſty, valeſle you 
vilexpe@& in the courſe of an vncertaine life a moſt certaine ruine, And yet 


$10uſtil dJoubc to enter into the-Cirry of good Policy.Oh, had you once talted 


thoſe 
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' thoſe delights, you would become wholy enamoured of them , bur ſeri 
fit 1 make a piece of painting for you,to oppoſe that wicked Policy, 
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SECTION, IlIL 


The Table of the Citty of God , otherwiſe called the Citty of fan 
men , di awne out of many excellent conceyts of ancient 
Authours , and things prattized in ſome 
former Common-wealth:. 


Wil rel you then, that I haue ſcen in the ideas o 
Plato this diuine Agatbopolis, and that my mindisſti 
much pleaſed with the remembrance of thisſpe&, 
cle.Expe&Rnort I ſhould deſcribe vnto youthe Cow, 
try nor Citty with curioſity of language , for [leay 
that to Poets & Oratours, who haue more leaſue 
5 i rhenl. Only I intreat you to belicue, that al which 
delicate pennes of antiquity haue written of lfy 
helds , & the fortunate llancs, are in it tobe found, 
with many adugntages, which we may much better conceaue thenexpreſe, MiieCt, 
The heauens are there ſmiling , the ayre wholeſome , the waters good,the {fo 
ſeaſons temperate, the windes calme, the ground fertile, the aboaddeligh. | 
ful , the hils and valleyes watered with gondly fountaines, ſhaddoweduith 
many trees, couered with vines, enameld with flowers, tapiſtred with mes 
dowes, briſtled with cares of corne; on what ſide ſocuer you turne,it ſcemeth 
the prouidence of God hath taken much pleaſure to embelliſb this territoy 
which his owne hands, 

1 wil notſpeake to you at al of the walles, Towers , Bulwarkes, Baſtion, 
Theaters, Amphitheaters,Coloſſuſſes,edifices, and other the like ; for heerig 
this fortunate Citty hath not grounded its greatneſle, although there were 
to be ſeen buildings, as admirable , as if the Angels of Heauen were cone 
downe on carth to vndertake the direRion thereof, 1 tooke it for agood 
preſage,when 1 ſaw at the entrance of the Citty a great number of minds,ns- 
dcſt, ſtout, and reſolued, who went to the fountaines todraw water, andbar 
the pircher on their ſholders , as that ancient Rebecca , of whome it is ſpoken 
in Scripture, labouring like bces ina bright ſummers day. 1 ſaw ouer the gate 
of the Citty a great ſtatue of rhe ſunne in the ſigne of Libra, which madene 
ſuppoſe , that al was managed within it, asare the dayes and the nights intix 
EquinoRial. I was notdeceaued in the iudgement | made vpon it , forthere 
were not ſo muchas clocks out of order , in ſuch ſort that they ſtrouck dſp 
together,and mutually mer at euery houre of the day. | 

It was a contentment to me to walke on apauement, eauen and ſmooth ſhi; 
and to behold ſtreets very faire , where there was neither ſtench, durt, char 
nels, coach-man, caroch, nor laſh of whips, ſmoak of roaſts, cryers , mui 
rattle, running vp and downe, finkes, perfums of Carpet-Knights, wagg|liuy 
tricks of lackeys, nor fleights of cut-purſes, proud gates of Rodomor 
nor leaders.of beates, nor Montebankes , nor pettyfoggers, > 
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unkards , ale-howſcs, nor any of thoſe whjch draw tribute from:humane 
feſb. The whole world there wasbutied, ang there was ngt-an idle body:only 
qumight ſee children very yong, who played at a moſt innocent game, and 
ice in their childiſh faces the goodneſleof fathers and mothers , unprinted 
—» Þ vith an cxcellent character, wives : $36 157 
Learned the- principal ſcope of cheirgreat felicity , was amoſt. genuine 
iaplicity , whicirraygned amongſt al the inhabicants; nor char thoy were 
tupid, or wit-leflc; tor accoaſting them [ ſoone perceaued they had ffirirs 
dexe-fighted and wel purityed ; bur al their ſtudyi was: ro make atharmony 
A ketween their hart and tongue, and to proceed 1n al things' they yndertooke 
bon xith maraailous freedome : they: were infinitly: amared when ita told 
tim, there were in other Countreys counterfeit men, who ſpake cantrary 
otheir knowledge , & thinking one thingamn their harres;afhrmed the icon- 
ray with their tongues, They thought it impoſlible, and-vicd -comparifong 
atheir clocks, where the wheele & the hand went cuer.a like pacecAnd when 
lighted, and grounded my ſclfe.vpon experiece of what Fhad ſeen andheargdz 
teyconcluded it may welthenbe fayd,thoſe men thereare/ſpirituabCentadresg 
appoſed of two uatures. "E824, Mil 42 0103099 
.Andit being told rhem, there were Ladyes & Gentlewomien in other:Pros 
vices; which wore ſumpruous apparel, playted, bumbafted, flaſhed, toaden 
vt precious ſtones and chaines , which had the ſpoiles of the dead vpon 
ktirþeades., draw-bridges tyed to their feer, and that.they beftowed 2 quars 
toftheir lines in combing, and plaiſtring their faces: the women: of--rhis 
(ary had much compaſſion heerof, and ſpake withreares .in theirieyes? 
tlypwre creatures | we may wel ſay they haue commuted enormous funnes., to carrythems 
ts. And when 1t was anſwered the greateſt ambition 'which theſe 
found, lyjes had in the world, was to vſe this cuſtome, they made many: $. of 
mu tixCrofſe , as king whether they were innocents , they would not abſolutely 
5 -fooles? | WS 13 1555250 ; 
eliht. ; oo was added a tale, that in the yeare of an vniuerſal-peace 'there 
dvith WwaLady,who trauayling with her husband into ſome- other Pronince, had 
h mee Wlexned a certaine manner how to beautify her face, which ſlicyery curiouſly, 
emeth Wade vſe of ; the reſt perceauingit , cauſed her to playat King and Queene, 
ritory WW wiich was a paſtime, where the Lady who became Empreſſe by the cuttome 
ofthe game commanded thereſt what ſhe thought good , & al yealded obe= 
denceto Ifer. The Empreſſe choſen impoſed vpon al her trayne to waſh their 
lies, which this counterfeit woman being enforced to doe, as the water diſ- 
blned the painting , and that ſhe appeared as ſhe was, the confuſion. of her 
rthead was ſo exceſſiue, that ſhe as it were dyed with griefe, not daring 
dtetward to vndertake che like, Their attire, port, gate,countenance, words, 
blouſes , moucables , tables , recreations, were carryed with ſimplicity, yet 
Kcompanyed with maieſty, ciuility , decorum, and ſeaſoned with as true 
flaſures,as humane life may affoord, 7 
Ifaw many o1d men of an hundred yeares and vpward,who were yet very 
ef, whereat 1 was much amazed , and one of them looking on me : Why 
th he!) doe you wonder ? We liue beere on innocent meats , whereby it commeth to paſſe, 
le we doe not {o mach as know the names of diſeaſes, of which ( it is ſad) you bane buge 
Miſers, which are che purchaſes of your intemperance, We hane heere no deſire todry vp 
N Otrails, and $horten our dayes ; we are al great in the obedtence we render to the law; al 
dinthe contentment of our deſires; and 41 pleaſed with.the bappines one of another, We 
Wt 80 pafitons to teare our barts, nor Cares to preindice our liues, nor auarice to burne Vs vp 
CN Ydne in 087 houſes, nor ambition to make vs wings faſtned on with waxe , ſo to fly vp to the 
Sas, and maks borh Land and ſea famous by our fals, We bane an excellent law , which is 
tr to proceed againſt the law of nature ;, and to tel you nhe truth the ignorance of ſinnes, 
berein we line, ſert4es our turne better,then al the precepts of vertue des others; 


ſcritig 
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Thete is no warre among vs but againſt vices, which we rather deſire tovanguich, they; 
ſortrof monſters. We know not what plogues meane, becauſe we neither infeft the an 0 
land with blaſpbemies or bloud. The ſeaſons of the yeare baue with vs the ſume equairy wig that 
our ſpirits eniey,&> the ſunne ſmiletb on vs in al his manſions, 45 we endeauour to hage TR [7 
rity perpetually ſmiling , and the boweles of compaſſion towards our like, Whin we nour 
behold goodly Theaters , we reduce into ogr memory the vanities of men to bewaile thy ;, MW (us 
mah,as they are {rigolous, We ſee this great ſpeftacle of the world, which ut is yer) bad WY oo! 
amitate , and to fault it, 15 4 crime. } 

The greateſt elequence among v5 is truth, and the frft ſcience we teach eur childyey i, Ml jug 
that which inſtrafteth them not to tel 4 lye. Aboue al we endeauonr pieuſly to bongy 4 Cieti 
ſerae God, vauting vs to his Spirit , and ſnbmitting our wayes to the maine ſtrcame of bis. WY 2p 
uidence, | | 

I ſtood very attentiue to heare this old man ſpeake; for I was in a gogy fi N 
place z yer not contenting my ſelfe ſimply with what he had ſayd , 1 neeq, MW trou 
would ſee their Churches, their deuotions, their lawes,and their juſtice, thie MW jrai 
commerce, and their Policy. 1 ſaw the places dedicated to the ſeruice of God els v 
were exceedingly wel gouerned,obſerued, and frequented, and that theirge. M wa 
uotion was not a ſlight rote of apiſh trickes,nor afte&ed countenanceg,hy 
a ſolid beliefe of the Diuinity with moſt pure affe&ions. They had no 
ſtore of bels, nor tooke any pride to ring them, nor to publiſh feſtiuals with 
much noyſe,nortofſet vp Faires attne entrance into Churches, nor to {4 
jewels, nor weare richapparcl,nor to glory intheir kitchins, Their great ſg. 
lemnities were better knowne by filence and deuotion, then by any other 
exteriouroſtene. It was a bleſſing to behold that hereſy had altered norhi 
either in their dorine or manners; for they had euer declared themfelues 
enemies of al innouation:and as it is ſayd that fiſhes are ſilent, &.draw necre 

to the ſource of waters ; ſo they baniſhing from their Citty al thoſe cones. 
tious diſputations,fet their mouths to the fountaines of verity. 

Thither came at the tyme whileſt I was there,an able man,whothoughty 
preachControuerlies to them , and dificule diftinRions of {chool-diuinity; 
bur the better ſort of Frenchmen demanded whether he preached in Hey of 
no. .They coul.i not endure any one ſhould perplexe their conſciences, by 
vehemently rayſing vp an infinit number of roo ſubtile arguments, andmay 
tymes vnhoneſt ; ſo much they feared to bring any mixture vpon their inno- 
cency, finding more afliſtance inthe lights of good nature, then the ſubtilp 
tics of men. 

I confidered how ar their going from Church, they went to viſit goodly 
srcat Hoſpitals, which were excellently wel founded and adminiſtred forthe 
help of the poore, as wel forrainers as domeſtikes:and I ſaw the moſt curiou 
Ladyes went confidently into them with charity in their hands, humbling 
themſclues to the ſeruices of the moſt indigent. This made me ſo enamoure 
of their gouernement, that I iudged it the quinteſſence of the ſame Theology, 

And verily when 1 ſought to informe my ſelfe of their lawes, 1 foundthe 
had as few, as their ſoundeſt men had medicines. They were al groundedon 

the do&rine of the Sauiour of the world, namely on that word, which forbid 
deth vs todoe that to others, which we would not to be done to our {cine 
Their ftate was Monarchal vnder the gouernement of a good King, who 
they honoured as a viſible Diuinity, This King had a Counſcl compoſed of®ok 
the prime men of the world, who liued like Angels, and ſpake as Oracles;bYiulg. y 
much reuerence they bare them , that when they appeared inthe ſtreets, the Jou 

wereſeento paſle along with a certaine ſilence mingled with veneration,#miſzyc 
if they had been animated Relikes. ſely 
I likewiſe ſaw old Captaines growne white in forraine warres, vnderthe ; 
ſhaddow of Palme-trees, anda floriſhing war-like troup readily diſpoſed t 
doe brauely vpon occaſio.The obedience was there ſo great,that if a ſoldier 


THE STATESMAN. 203 


ad his arme ready vp to ſtrike, vps the firſt ſound of retreat he would with- 
wdche blow. Al rewards were for vertues , and Fortune much complayned, 
hat (he in this Country had neither Alcar nor credit, Very rarely ſhould you 
ea man aduanced, but by long an4 faithfultryals of his merit : ſo that ho- 
nours were there faitned, as it is ſayd, with lyme and ciment, becauſe they 
hught for norhing more honourable from great aRions , then rite content- 
nent to haue done them, | 
Al was there ſo peaceable, that it ſeemed this whole Citty was the neſt of 
Mens, which calmeth the brow of Heayen, and appeaſcth rempelts, The 
(inizens entertained one another,as the fingers on the hand, euery one tak- 
vgpart of the good of his fellow :and it was amatter asrareto {cea quarel, 
g2monſter brought from the vemoſt limits of afntke. 
Needs maſt 1 confeſſe I rooke a fingular content, when one day paſling 
trough a ſtreer, I heard two old men who diſcourſed in their language of 
braigne Countryes, and the one.ſayd to his companion that duels and quar- 
x were ved there : the orher would not belicue him ar al, chinking that - 
women who bare one and the ſame figure, could not contend one with an- 
aher: but he perſiſted, and ſayd he kneiv it to be truc, and that the ſource of 
ttheir debates was to ſay : It is myne, [tis not : It is ſo, Yea,No, This narra- This narration is 
io fo enkindled them , that they reſolued to imirate thoſe of whom they _ —_ 
fuke,and ro hauear leaſt once in their lines a quarrel, But what endeauour hon we "TINT 
heverthey vſed, they would neuer confidently ſay, Yea, No. Forasſoone as wo 
mehad pronounced, Yea,and began to make ſhew of conteſtarion,the other 
lyd;Take ir, 1 yeald ir. | leaue you tothinke , whether any thing might be 
kemore pure then theſe ſoules, q 
- lo their- commerces they ſo much feared to wrong their neighbours, 
thtyou would haue ſayd, they ſtudyed rodecedue themſclues , for feare to 
xfrom another; and if any one had gayned ought by ſome miſreckoning, 
ms balte dead, and roſc oftentimes at midnightrto haſten to make reſtitu- 
wi;it being orherwiſe impoſſible for him to enioy any repole. 
"Haw their Palace, which was a very beautiful piece, but the 'manner of 
atsahd proceſſes were thero very rare; yet had I notwithſtanding a vehe= 
neat deſire to heare them plead, at which.tyme-it waz told me , thatthe next 
ly anotable cauſe was to come to a hearing, 
[fayled not to be preſent thereat,and ſaw two men of the ſame condition, | 
iterhoſe of whom $. Chryſoſtome wrote the hiſtory, who pleaded for atrea- Chryf.hom. 30,4d 
ſe, The matter was, the onc had ſol his land, and the other had bought ir, * mm 
lteſeller quickly laid hold of his money, and the buyer being entred inro 
ſeſſion, had begun to till the field , rohanecorne from thence : but nor 
ainking thereof, he found gold in it; for comming to plow the land, he made 
ery of a great treaſu:e. But he, as much aſtoniſhed as if he had found 
fe venemous creature, or ſome miſchicuous piece. of witchcraft, went 
wefly roche ſeller to aducrtiſe him of what had pafled, and wiſhed himto 
tte bis gold againe: but the other being vhwilling to vaderſtand him in that 
tad, cauſed him to be called before the ludges. This was a buſineſſe then 
ndled with ſo much concourſe of people, that neuer haue I ſcen a cauſe ſo 
Wotious, I had much adoe to vnderſtand any thing of it, bat 'certaine 
woken words. The plaintiuc ſpake, How ?-Mnſt men be yſed rbus? Tog haue ſold me 8 
bþ not giuen me notice there was 4 treaſure biden in it, why baue you deceaned me,why 
Me jou vſed ſuch foule play withme? The defendant lifted vp his handsto heauen, 
ſayd: I ſweare and proteſt ynto you by the fayth of an beneſt min , fe n0t this 
ſely. 1 ſold] you my land in al fwplicuty , nothauing the leaſt ſuſpicion thite there 45 atv 
ure, Wel Syr, tf you ſold it with a ſincere intention ( ſayth'rhe other f6 jd! 5 cog 
oſed toFſeds Jou, but I pray. you come and take away your treaſure. He againe :. Why should 1 


lo | We it? It belon gs to you. The other : Tome ? What inuuſtice 15 this | 1 bought }4nd nd 
net 


, 
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not gold. Tou purchaſed the land, anſwered the defendant, and al the appurtengay, , 
is reaſen that you poſſeſſe al, The poore Plaintite replyed fighing:Wuuld J0u Wam 
in this fashion , and charge me with ſuch vuhappines? Rather take your land againe, | wi 
nor, ſayd his Aduerſary : it belongeth to you. Good God deliver me from ſuch an vaſurg. 
nate chance , I wil baue care how I engage my ſelfe in the ike. In the end the treaſux 
was adiuged to him that boughtthe land, whereart he was much troubleg þ 
that his treinds had buſines enough to comfort him, 

Oh Age! Oh goodnefſe ! Oh golden poverty ! How much art thoungy 
eſtranged from our manners! I ſaw not there the Tornielle nor criminal pro. 
ceſſe; for crimes were baniſhed from thence both by great ſcuerity of laves 
and the excellent diſpoſition of the people. 

Eucry-one was made to render an account very exactly of the meanesj, 
had toliue on. And there was a certaine girdle, as that of which Nice o, 
maſcene ſpeaketh in hisPolicy', wherewith the 1uft widencs of the waſt yy 
meaſured; & 1f any one were growne too groſſe, he had much adoe toeſc 
vnleſſe he brought good witneſſe that this happencd not to him throw 
idleneſſe or exceſſe of dyet. 

If adetra&our were found, al his teeth were knocked out one after ans. 
ther: If a thiefe,melted gold was powred downe his throat : If an homicid, 
he was putto be fed on by vulturs in aniron cage: If a blaſphemer, hi lip 
were ſeared with a hoat iron, and his mouth ſowed vp : If adrunkard, hews 
put into a ſachy, and throwne into the water': If one vnchaſlt , he wasbu 

witha ſoft fire, ſuch horrour had they of vice. 

Great volumes would be neceſſary torecount al the wonders of thisCe. 
Jeſtial 4gathopolis, which require ſome other ſcope then that which l hauews 
dertaken, I wilcontentmy ſelfeto tel you for concluſion , that | ſawinthe 
middeſt of the Citty a great Pyramis of white marble, on which was ſet the 
ſtatue of luſtice,cloathed with a robe al embrodered with ſtarres, holdingin 
one hand a booke of lawes, and inthe other an care of corne;abour her wer 
alſo pourtraid in emboſſed worke, truth, wiſdome, and the arts; and fone. 
what lower were beheld the ſtatues of al the great States-man, with certaine 
exccllent precepts of Policy,engrauen in braſſe; ſome copies whereof Ilha 
drawne out, which I, my. Politician, deſire to impart vnto you. 


_ | ———— 


SECTION. v. 


Sage Precepts drawne out of the monuments of the 
diuine A gathopol;s, 


_ 
— 
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E is the greateſt States-man, who to himſelfe ſeemeththx 
# leaſt. Imagine not your greatnes conſifteth wholy to ſety 

the Common-wealth of Plato & Xenophen in your owne 10k 
, ginatio,nor to lay together a huge heap of precepts,nor ts 
| BA I know Cabales or myſteries, nor to make profeſii6 of grel 
MANA & ſubtiltics and ſtratagemes: we haut ſcenby the experien® 


a of al Ages, thatin affaires there is acertaine ſtroak of th yi 


Didine prouidence,which dazeleth al che wife, diſarmerth#he ſtrong, & blir 
\geth al the moſt policike, with their owne proper lights. Fe 
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Oclinarily the moſt vahappy in States haue been thoſe, who hane made 
the greateſt ſheiv of knowledge , to deceiue vnder humane Policy. Thar is it 
which ruined leroboam, which vndid Saal, which ouerthrew the Common- 
wealth of the Atvenians , and which made Machiauel with his greatliſt of pre- 
cepts ro be diſaſterous in al his vadertakings. Theft kind of ſubtile men ber- 
ter ynJderſtand the myſtery of diſpuration, then how to liue, to diſcourſe 
then to counſel, androſpeake,thenro doe. They al haue as it were three things 
much oppoſite to good counſels, 

The firit is, that they are variable.fickle , and vncapadle of repoſe; which 
isthe cauſe, that as the ſunne ſometimes draweth vp a great quantity of ya- 

urs which he cannot diſſipate, ſo they likewiſe, by this viuacity perpe- 
tual'y atiue , doe amaſſe rogethet a great heap of affayres, which their 
iudegmet can neuer cifſolue, The ſecond is,that they fivim in an infinit con. 
fuſion of reaſons and inuentions, reſembling oftentymes bodyes charged 
with roo great aboundance of bloud; who through a notable exceſſe find 
death in the treaſure of life, The third is,that ſeeking to withdraw themſelues 
from common vnderſtanding,they figure to themſelues ſubriliryes, and chi- 
mzraes , whichare as the Towers ot the Lamie( as Tertullian _— on 
which no man hath thought, or euer will; which is the cauſethat their ſpiric 
foating inthis great tyde of thoughts , ſeldome mceteth with the diſpath of 
maffaire, 

Adde likewiſe to this, that God is pleaſed to ſtupify al theſe great pro- 
feſſours of knowledge, and make them drinke in the cup of errour, in ſuch 
fort, that we comming to diſcoutſe concerning their judgement, find they 
have committed many faults in the gouernment of Common- wealths, which 
the ſimpleſt peaſants would not haue done in the direction of their owne 
houſes, ' | | | 

This hath been wel obſerued by the Prophet 1ſ«y, when he ſaidof the Ifa, 15. 
Counſellers of rbara0: The Princes of Tanais are become fooles, the Princes of Mem- 
phis are withered away, they baue deceined Agypt With althe flrength and beauty of ker 
people : God hath ſent among (t them 4 ſpirit of gradinefſe,, and made them reele vp & downe 
waltheir ations ike drunken mn, The holy lob hath ſaid the ſame in theſe termes: x,y, xx. 
Gl ſuffererh rheſe wiſe Counſellours to fal mito the bazards of ſenſeleſſe m,Gud makerth the | 
Iudges ſtupid , eaketh away the ſword and bels from Kings , to engirt their remes with & 
ard.God maketh the Prieſts to appeare infamons , ſupplanterh the principal of the people, 
dangeth che lips of trurh-ſpeak e15, taketh away the dodtrine of old men, &+ powreih.out 
Wntempt vpon Princes. | 

Behold the menaces which the Soueraigne Maſter pronounceth againſt 
thoſe who wander from the true way ; and therefore, my Polititian , withour 
perplexing your ſpirit with an infiniry of precepts, which haue been touched 

y a great diuerſity ofpennes, I afhrme, that al which you may heer ex- 
peR,confiſteth in foure things, which are as foure elements of your perfee ? 
Con, to wit, Conſcience, Capacit), Diſcretion, and Courage, 

The firit and moſt neceſſary inſtrument of al arts,and namely of this pros 
leſſon, is Conſcience ; which verily isthe moſt ancient Gouerneſſe of the ſoule, 
adthe moſt holy Miſtreſle of life. 4 

Itis that, which wilinſtantly diſpoſe you to the end, whereunto youare 
pretend in the exerciſe of an office: It is that which wiltel you, that ha. 
ung given your ſelfe to the publike, you aretaken away from your ſelfe:thar 
you muſt not enter into this Sauary of iuſtice witha beggarly, baſe, or mer. 
E&nary intention , but to ayme ſincerely at God, & the good of the Com. 
mon-wealth, It is that, which wil diſcouer vnto you thoſe three 'wicked' 

fulfes of embirion, auarice, and impurity , which haue ſwallowed al ſpirits 
Uſugited fromGod. Itisthat , which wil teach you , that what is done in 
is T Heauen 
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Heauen,is proportionably acted ina Mathematical circle ; and that whichig 
cone inthe great Regiment of Angels, ought to be done inthe gonernemey; 
of men, It is that, which wil firmely ſupport you on the baſis of the eterny 
prouidence, It is that, which wil render yau like vnto God, by often thin, 
kingon God, & wil make you ſpeake what you thinke,& doe as you ſpeake, 
Itisthat, which wil inſtru& you, that the ſpirit of manis like a ſun-dyj 
v/hich is of no vſe, but when the ſunne refle&eth on it; and that youlike. 
wiſe expe& not your vnderſtanding may haue any true light and direRiqg 
for the goucrnement of people,if notenlightned with aray of God, 
* Beſides, it wil giue you meanes to enter into a holy liſt of piety and luſtice, 
whichare the two fundamental pillars of al great eſtates. Picty wil aſſigns 


© youtwo forts of deuotion, the one com 10n, the other ſingular, 


The common wil cauſe you piouſly t > honour and ferue God, you firſt 
hauing moſt pure and chaſt beliefs in that whichconcerneth true faith, with. 


Tn/uſpicabilis ſecreti gut any mixture of curioſities and ſtrange opinions : for it is a very prez 


reuerendeque maie- 
ſatis cognitio oft, 


ſecret in; matter of Religion not to belieue of God but what hes ; and that 


Dcum mon neſſe, niſi, 92an euer knowes him ſufficiently , who is holily Ignorant of him, eſtee. 
Dewm. $. Zenoſer, Minig him infinitly to tranſcend his knowledges. Secondly , it wil apply you 


de Natiuitat, 


Peccave Of non cohi- 


todiuine worſhip and publike cerewonies, in a manner free,cordial, andRe. 
ligious, for the ſatisfaRion of your intcriour, and the example of the pub. 
like, 

Singular deuotion wil moue you to conſider , how being a publikeper. 
ſon, and charged with affaires which expe the motion of the diuineproyi. 
dence, you haue a great dependance on Heauen,andthatit therefore wil ſhey 
you according tothe proportion of your tyme and leaſure, ſome houre ofre. 
tirement to negotiate particularly: with God, in imiration of Moyſes, that 
great States-man , who had ſo familiar a recourſe tothe Tabernacle. Forif 
that be true which $. Gregory Naxzaxzen {ayth, that we ought to haue Godin 
mind as often as we breath, it is ſo much the more ſutcable to States-men, as 

they haue moſt needrto ſucke in this life-giuing ſpirit, as from the fountaine 
oft the Word, by the meanes of prayer, - | 

S. lobu Damaſcene ina Dialogue he made againſt the Manichees, | oldeththis 
Opinion , that tlie greateſt Angels are as clockes, which come in the endto 
Iaguiſh and faint, if God doe not continually draw them vpward by the breath 

of his ſpirit : ſo mult we ſay that the goodlyeſt Spirits and ſtrongeſt Intelli- 
gences leſſen & waxe ole eucry moment, if they reſume not vigour inthein- 
relleual ſource, by the vertue of deuotion. 
When you ſhal be inſtructed in theſe principles, this wiſe Miſtreſſe, whom 
I cal your conſcience, wil make you find ina right courſe the perfeRionof 
iuſtice, whichconſiſterh in foure principal things. 

The firſt is, neither to a&,nor ſhew to your ſubic&s the leaſt ſuſpicionof 
euil or ſiane, For you muſt begin your gouernement by your owne example; 
and ſince your ſpiritis the firſt wheele whereunto al the other are faſtned,itis 
neceſſary to giuc it agood motion, It is held, when the ſunne ſtood ſtil inthe 
tym of Ioſue, the moone and al the ſtarres made the like pauſe. Gouernours 
and Maſters hauethis proper to them(ſclues, that in al they doe, they powre 
forth their ſpirits into ſuch of their ſubie&s, who are for the moſt part nel- 
ther good nor bad, but by the relation they hauc to the life of thoſe, on 
whom their fortunesdepend. rr 

The ſecond is , not to ſuffer an euil, ſince as ſayd Agapetas to the 


ber peccantes , inxis Emperour Inſtinian , to commit and permit crimes , when one hath fulpower 
to hinderthem, isasit were one and the ſame thing. There are no fatreries 


gſhma. . 
_ |, Itali- ſo charming, nor importunities ſo forcible , which ſhould euer make 2 
(9) . 


wel compoſed ſpirit to bend to the permiſſion of a finne , which he 
knoweti) 
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knoweth to be againſt rhe honour of God & the tranquillity of his con- 
fience, Fabricianus a Roman Capicaine,in ruining a Fortreiſe of the Samnites, 
kept their Venus, which he (ent to Rome for the beauty of the workemanſhip, 
1nd it is thought the aſpet of this ſtatue was the firſt occaſion of making 
tis wife anadultreſſe, and cauſed him afterward to ſerueas a vitimetothe 
loves of this vnchaſt woman by horrible maſſacre, It happenerh of- 
encymes , thar Maſters of families , who ſeeme very innocent in their per- 
ſons, retaine ſcandals in their houfes, through a certaine pulilanimiry and 
lifimulation , which draw vpon them the chaſticements of God, and diſaſ- 
ters very extraordinary, The Scripture ſayth , the High-Prieſt Ey was the 
Lmpe of God, before he was extinguiſhed by a wicked toleration of the 
exceſſes of his children, which rent his houſe, and buried him in publike 
mines. Take good heed there be not ſome | ouſhold ſeruant rayſed by your 
indulgence , who rendreth your fauours odious, and liberalities criminal, 
by abuſe of the power which you haue put into his hands. alkabiins the 
Aſtrologer obſerueth there are ſtarres of their owne nature benigne, and 
which would euer behold vs fauorably , were it not the neighbourhood 
of ſome others maligne altered their ſweet inclinations, And there are 
many Maſters and Miſtreſſes to be found in the world endued with 2 
humour exceedingl- good , if the neer approaches which bad ſeruants 


make to their perſons did not deſtroy this temper, That man is truly Qzalities of an 
tour and happy , who findeth or maketh men of honour wel diſpoſed, othcer, 


fychfully affeRed , induſcrious, vigilant, laborious, indefatigable, ſober 
in ſpeach , prompt in execution , patient and able in their charges ; for 
90d ſoluicrs make glorious Captaines , and good officers great States- 
men, 

The third codition of the zeale iuſtice is,that yourneuer be pleaſed anil a& 
bedone vnder the ſhaddow that you were not of counſel thereunto, or thatir 


\ never came to your knowlege, You may very wel rcioyce, notto haue at al 


contributed to euil, yea not to the birth of cuil; for this were otherwiſe 
to betray your conſcience, which ought to haue the ſame capacity to ab- 
horre al vices , and imbraceal vertues , as fayth inclineth to belicue al 
ierities reucaled vnto it. 1 leaue you to thinke , what conſcience Sextus 
Papers of elder tyme had, to whom, as he enterrayned Auguſtus aud Marke 
imon) in his ſhip, and being in the heat of his feaſt, a ſeruant came 
to tel him , if ſo he pleaſed , he quickly would put theſe two Princes 
into his power , thereby to make him Monarch of the world : Hea little 
hile thinking on this matter , ſayd ro him who brought the newes, 
Thou ſhouldeſt haue done ir, and neuer told me of it, This wel ſhewed 
he bare ſome reſpe& to fidelity, but was very farre from that perte&ion 
which hateth cuil , yea euenthat which is out of the compaſle of ones owne 
knowledge. 

The fourth is, that you muſt corre& diſorders, as much as you poſſi- 
bly may, declaring you haue a natural horrour agaiult al finnes, whichreſfiſt 
lawes both divine and humane, and that the loue of honeſty hath made you 
to paſſe it as it were into your nature, I doe notſee where the vertue of a 
great States-man may ſhew it-ſelfe with more luſtre, then in the exerciſe of 


luſtice,s, Gregory the Grear ſayth,a mixture of oyle and wine muſt be made to Greg, inTob,a.5) 


heele the wounds of men in ſuch ſort, that minds may not be vicered with [»#:« firmatur ſo 
d lium Þ i196 


to0 much ſcucrity , nor grow remiſſe by an exceſfle of indulgence, The ro 
muſt be vſed to touch, and the ſtaffe to ſupport ; loue ſhould not ſoften , nor 
tigour tranſport matters into deſpaire. Moyſes , the firſt States-man, burned in- 
wardly with the fire of charity , and was outwardly wholy enkindled with 
the flames of the zcale of iuſtice, As a louing tather he — his _ to 

z od 


2, Parol. 45. 


Nigrels ſanguines 
regnantem diſcernit, 
e> preſias humano 5 
geners , ne de «ſpeflu ſtroaktogine eſtimation toa man before we enter 1nto his interiour : buti 
Principi: poſi. erra- the houſe anſwer not tothe frontiſpice, what may we clſe ſay, but that natur 
yi. Catiodo,Var,l : 

1. Epiſt, 2, 


THE HOLY COVRT. Part. 2. 


God,cuen tothe wiſh to be blotted out of the booke of life to ſaue his People: 
as aIudge he tooke the ſword, and bathed it 1a the bloud of Idolaters, He wa; 
inal kinds both a couragious Embaſſadour, and an admirable mediatgy 
pleading before God the cauſe of his people with prayers, and before hi 
pcople the cauſe of God with the ſword. 
ac : It is to doe al , toexecute good iuſtice ; God hath ſet you onhigh for ng 
welTrr in extel nm 6 . 
inde mavis wiia def. OFREr cauſe, but to behold vices beneath: if you exalt them, they wiltramp|, 
pice.Calliodor, = YOu vnder-foot, you ſhal perpetually drinke the greateſt part ofthe poyſgy 
you mingled for others;and when you ſhal breake downe the hedge, the ſnak, 
(as the Scripture threatneth) wil ſting you the firſt, When a good conſcien 
hath accommodated you with this condition, ſo that you haue no otherjq, 
tention but to aduance gooneſle in your owne perſon , and in thoſe yy 
belong to you, you are not a little aduanced in the pericctions gf , 
great States-man : yeris it; fit, Conſcience, Science, and Capacity be hag 
for the diſcharge of great imployments, and eſpecially by him , who make 
profeſſion to gouerne men ſometimes as vntracable as Hydra's of may 
heads. | 
_ Campanu Biſhop of Terni, of whom we haue ſome works 1n the B/}liathyy 
panus Inter- inthe booke which | ſed of Magiſtracy , requirerth ft 
amnenſis Epiſcop, 741749, inthe booke which he compolec ag y , req Oure con. 
ditionsin him: A wit vigourous, a carriage neither deieted nor vnpleaſing, 
prudence ful of maturity , when there 1s occaſion to conſult vponan affair 
and a promptneſle to take tyme 1n the inſtant, to execute that which hath 
once been wel reſolued on. 

He ſaith a vigorous wit , for it is very fit the ſoule ſhould be ful of light 
and flames which is to ſerue others tor a guide; and as there 1s no witſogrex 
which hath not many defects, ſo it is very neceſſary it be polithed by gool 
letters , which vnite and incorporate in one ſole manrhe taculries of may 
others , and by the conterence of the wiſe , which taketh away al that which 
excellent natures doe as yetretaine of terreſtrial , to make them appeareiu 
their beſt luſtre, | 

A man, ſaith this Authour, who thinketh ro know al, anddoe al , without baing 
any need of the counſel of others, is neceſſarily of rwo things the one,eyther a God amongſmy. 
rals , or a beaſt amongſt men, The Scripture ſpeaking of the greart ſea of braſt, 
which Salomon made in the Temple, ſaith in the booke of Paraltpomenon, thatit 
conteyned three thouſand meaſures,and the third booke of Kings affoordsir 
bur two thouſand.T his ſeemeth to inuolue ſome contradiction, which Teſla 
clcereth in ſaying,this great veſſel in truth amauated to three thouſand me 
ſures, but that there was neuer powred out anymore thereof then twothow 
ſand. So is it withthe wits of men how capable ſoeucr; we are not to coy 
them with charges and affaires ſo farre as ro exhauſt them, bur to dinide bur. 
dens in proportion,fince there is none but God alone of ability for al, The 
preſumption of thoſe who wil vndertake aboue their forces , fo to leauens- 
thing for others to doe, much more hurteth then would ſtupidity. 

Headdeth to wit, the ſhape of body, which is not alittle recommend 
ble in the ſtature, figure, port, gate, age , countenance, ſpcach, and evenin 
the very habit. Al this whenirt is eminent ſurprizeth minds , and {trikethit 


Eccleſ,10.8. 


z-Reg, 7, 16, 


* hath buiit vp a goodly manſion to lodge therin a handſome beaſt ? 
| Whathe hath ſaid in the third & fourth place of prudence natural and 
acquired, which ſome haue todeliberate and wel reſoluc on an affaire, a 
companied witha ſtout reſolution anda very ſtri& execution, is verily mok 
neceſſary in a great States-man. 


There arc ordinarily two great rocks in this ſca of affaires , which halt 
| 1 


'ofle: 
e was 
tour, 
rc his 


'or ng 
ample 
Oyſon 
ſnake 
CiEnce 
Cr 1n« 
> who 
; Of 4 
e had, 
makes 
many 


Lathes 
econ- 
ing,; 
faire, 
1 hath 


lights 
) great 
/ good 
"many 
whick 
eare 1 


thatit 
Ords it 
Toſtaw 
d mee 
) thow- 
0 cloj 
le bur- 
1. The 
211e 00- 


nendt- 
euenin 
;eth its 
: butit 
nature 


ral and 
re, a 
/ moſ 


ch hait 
11 


THE STATESMAN.” 20S 


:ithem oPpoſitions very contrary in negotiation of things important. The 
one is irre ſolution, & the other obitinacy in opinion, Irreſolution euer holds 
men ſuſpended in the ayrc, & tormenteth ſubie&s who expect their diſpatches 
x directions from the counſel of thoſe whodeliberate, Obſtinacy through a 
aiſe preſumption of ability , wil never forgoe what hath been once prax 
ofed , and reſemblech a rude Portreſle , which driueth al good aduiſe from 
the houſe.. One would not belicue the hurt this laſt plague draweth vpon al 
00d. counſels , and how hard ir!:is to be cured, Verily it is a prqdigy,that 
God, who diſcouereth from the ſuperiour vaults of heauen tothe bottome of 
teabyſle , the leaſt atomes of the world , and who is ſocleere-ſighted , that 
hel hath not darkenes thicke enough to hide it-{elfe before him ; notwith- 


landing al-wiſe as he is, todifſoluegurpride, he teigneth ſome repentance Icrem.z6, 
ibis a&10ns; þut we,whoſe thoughts are timerous, fore(ights vncertaine, 33. 


itions confuſed , oftentimes haue ſo much arrogance , as to be delirous ta 
make good our faults, for teare ta contefle our crrours, 


 Amaxime of Politicians mantaineth, itis to diminiſh authority, to doe Diminutionmaiefatis 
that which muſt be vndone; for ener it is better to ſtifle a monſter in his fee muranda, Se- 


birth which one hath begot , then ſhortly atter ro foment and nouriſh ir "<4 


with humane bloud. 4fuerus renoking the cruel Edict, which he made con» 
cerning the maſſacre of the Hebrewes , yealdeth a pertinent reaſon thereoh 
ſying , this diuerfity-of decrees proceeded not tram the lenity of his ſpirit, 
but from the alterations of times, which make way for affaires thar are 
reated, | | 

As for execution which followeth deliberation , it 1s. verily the har- 
&| piece : for there are many.to be found, who deliberate, as the rat in 
the fable,to hang a little bel about the cars necke, to fortify their Common= 
wealth againſt ſurprizes. Counſel is recciued by al with applauſe; burwhen 
they come to execution, eucery one turnes his backe. Itis not tobe imagined, 
how much aman whbo exccuteth affaires prudently reſolued on,, cyther of 
himſelfe , or by ſuch as are very truſty , hath eminence aboue others in 
matter of gouernment. King Antigonus ſayd, his warfare was rather a war- 
le of times and occaſions, then armes: and Polybius writeth , that the leaſt 
things, which are done in warre are thoſe , whichare handled with ſword 
& violence ; but the moſt eminent are executed by the knowledge, how fitly 
toinanage an occaſion, ' 

Behold in a neerer. degree the qualities which forme the capacity of a 
States-man , not enlarging my ſeclfe to ſpeake. heere of others, eſpecially 
of thoſe that are pur into the number of bleſſings, which the common ſorr 
tribute to fortune, | 

But a man may haue al poſſible inclinations , & might notwithſtanding 
be euer like thoſe muſicians, who -pertormed al their rauſike inwardly , no 
man hearing any of it. outwardly, if he produced not himſelfein dire&ion, 
whichis the applicatition of al the guifts of grace & nature, that a man can 
taue for the.praRiſe and courſe of affaires, | 

This direRion wil teach you ameruai 
Jour ſelfe to time , place, perſons, affaires treated , and to meaſure your felte 
nluch manner, that your actions may be profitable for al the world. It wil 


bring you forth from behind the curtaine, and aduance you on the Theater, muttir 
toſee and tobe ſeen reciprocally by al thoſe who haue eyes. There it is, where qu« reprehenſione 
Jouare not to preſent any thing that is ſordid, dejced, proud, furious, light, /er4eſcuns, Caſlio- 


tareful,nor paſſionate: for great fortunes hauethis property,toextrudealche 
dlewiſhes of the hart into the forchead ; & although much art may be viedto 
lide ones ſelfe, they make aman to appeare naked, who neueris wel cloathed 


with habiliments of fortune, it he haue not true ornameſh at vertue. .. 
T 2 What 


Eſther, 16, 


Polyb. l. 5, 


lous ſecret, which is to proportion Nil vile,nil cupidum 
Iudices decet, Claras 
ſnas maculas red- 
dunt, (5 illi ad quos 
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orus, 
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What thinke you, if men be now adayes ſo curious as to vant to ſe, 
ſpots in the ſunne, where wilthey not find fault, eſpecially if they haueagy, 
ie& giuen them? Great excuſes ſerue for no other purpoſe, bur to coyer 
vice, whichtruth diſcoucreth and fame, publiſheth, with as many trumper 
as men haue mouths. 

This ſage aduice wil tel you,that itis not neceſſary you ſhewing yourſek 
inpublike, muſt therefore make al your defcRs appeare , and what ever yay 
beare ypon your hart, as if you had a breaft of chriſtal; bur alſorthar the Way 
welto couer your paſſions, is to haue none.1 {ay not,you ought tobe Withow 
reſentments,& inclinations ; foras thoſe places, wherethere is neither ſoy 
nor motion, ſauour il;ſoſoulcs thus deafned are not alwaicsthe moſt puriggy, 
butIpronounce, youmulſt ſo repreſſeal motions which combat againſt res 

ſon, that they ſparkle not in publike, both to your ownediſaduautaye yy 
the il example of thoſe who behold you. 

Philoſophers haue noted, that thunders which ſtirre abour breake of day 
arethemoſt dangerous, and you ſhal obſerue ifa maninthe firſt rayes gfhj 
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. dignity early diſcouer couctoulſnes, loue, hatred, reuenge,auarice , andother 


paſſions, which much haſten to the preiudice of the publike, & that the yoice 
of the people be raiſed vp, as the roaring of thunder, he'looſeth as muchre, 
putation as if he were already corrupted in mind, 

' Diſcretion wil alſo ſhew you the. way how to mannage your dignity ing 
manner neither too harſh, arrogant, nor haughty, but ſweet, affable,and con. 
municatiue ; and with it toreteine an honeſt and temperate grauity, thereby 
to vilify the character which God hath imprinted on thoſe , whom he cyl. 
leth to charges and commands. 

It was a pleaſant mockery to behold thoſe Kings of Egypt appearedayy 
in new habits, with the figures of beaſts, birds, & fiſhes, to put terrow 
ypon the people, and giue ſubieR to Poets to make fables of Proteus, This 
affe&ed grauity , is not in the manners of great.men , who naturally loge 
nothing of ſingularity aboue others, but the eminence of their excellent 
qualitics.Our ſpirits are not ſobaſe and childiſh, asto be ſarisfyed withſen. 
blances : they deſire ſome-thing more ſolid : and he is cuer beſt eſtecmed 
w—ng the wiſe , whois morereſpeRed for the interiour then the outwal 
ceming. 

Difretion wil diſcouer vnto youthe conditions, manners, inclinations 
abilities, and wants of thoſe, whom you are to gouerne, and with a fn. 
ger ſhew you the bent, which way you muſt incline, to lay hold of men, 
Itis at this day no {mal matter , ro mannage humours, which are as dif- 
ferent as they arc incompatible, The probleme of the wolfe, the goat, & 
the colewort, is dayly renewed. If a terriman find himſelfe much troubled 
to paſſe theſe three things ſcuerally from one ſide of the riuer to theother, 
that the wolfe may doc no hurt to the goat, nor the goat to the cole 
wort in his abſence ; what prudence thinke you muſt a States-man haut 
to accord ſo many dogs and hares, hawks anddoues ? S. Gregory ſaith , Pt 
xadiſe hath riothing in it but bleſſed ſoules , and hel is filled with miſe- 
rable: but the world wherein we liue conteineth marchants very different, 
You ſhal behold vnder your gouernment a great number of ſimple , it- 


A notable pradtiſe nocent, _ afflicted creatures, Thinke God hath principally cre& 


given by King, 
Theodorike to 
Caſſivdorus. 
Proprio cenſu negle- 
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ted you for them., open your hart with an amorous compaſſion , extendto 
them the bowels of your charity , ſtretch our affectionately to them yout 
helpful hands, take their requeſts , lend eare to their cryes , cauſe thell 
affaires to be ſpeedily diſpatched , not drawing them along in delay 
which may deuoure them , ſtrengthen your arme againſt thoſe that opprell 
them , redeeme the prey out of the Lyons throat and the Harpics _ 

of 
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ror this it is, that Kings, Princes ,States, and officers are made. To aRions jitenium, veces mii 
ofthis kind 15 It, that God promiſeth al the bleflings of heauen and admirg. fnermmenidilandine 
ions of carth.For this ſort of proceſlegare crownes of glory prepargd. By 4m. 
thismeanes a man diuerth into the bottome of the hart and g#od opinion of 
ople. This is the cauſe, that one hath ſo many. ſoules and lives at com- 
mand, as there are men', who the more {weetly breath ayre by the liberality 
wherwich they are obliged. The grearneſſe of man betore God is nor tareple= 
rſh earth with armies, & make rivers of bloud, and toraiſe vp mounraines 
of dead bodyes,but to doe iulticeto a poore orphan, to wipe away the tea- 
resof a forlorne widdow,to ſtcep inoyle (as the Scripture ſpeaketh)the yoke , 
of people which liue on gal and worme-wood. For not touching heere any 
thing 1n particular, we know,that inal Realmes of Chriltendome there are 
very many perſons, who ſigh vnder neceſhities almoſt intollerable to the 
nolt ſauage , and who daily charge cares with camplaints, and Altars with 
yes for their deliuerance. 
Now that we hauea King ſo weldiſpoſed to iuſtice,and neere his perſon {a 
igeaCounſe!, a Parlamet ſo zealous for the publike good, ſomany honoura-- 
Nemen,cadowed with ſo fincere intentios, when may we realonably expect 
tecomfort of people , if not at this hower, when miſcries are eminznx, cla- 
nours piercing, and diſpoſitions very good? Alas, if there be any thing inthe 
world, wherein a great States-inan may be ſecn to oblige rhe preſent, and 
repleniſh che future tymes with admiration of his vertues, itis in pro- 
aring the aduancement of ſo holy an affaire, for which heayen is in_ 
apeRation, 8 the hands of ſo many thouſands of people are daily litred yp& 
Altars, 
Such and ſo many officers, for not hauing had.any other ayme in charges, 
hut the accommodation of their owne aftaires, hauc paſled away like phane 
plmes, leauing norhing heer behind them;þur ordure, nor bearing ought 
withthem into the other world but crimes. Fhey haue found that tbe ſayles of (Anime valneratoril 
be munded b,zuc cryed to heauen againſt them, and that God bath not let it paſſe without <<1"2»is, e> Deng , 
rage, as ſpeaketh holy 1b in the. foure and'twentieth Chapter, where he at __ «bire nou 
lageexplicateth both the calamity of the poore, and the chaſticemeat of the ts 
ic who perſecure them. Burt al thoſe who haue conſtantly addicted themſel- 
wsto the maintenance of iuſtice and the conſolation of afflicted perſons, be- 
des the crownes which they eniay in heauen, liue gloriouſly inthe memory 
omen, Their mouths, which are opened for iuſtice, after they are ſhut yp as Regnantis faculas 
Temples , are truly worthy to hane lillyes and roſes ſtrewed on the marble tunc fir ditior,cum \ 
which incloſerh them, and that their poſterity may alſo reap the good odour 799% , & acquiris 
ofthe vercues of their $oble anceſtours, which hath made it macch with vp- _ — jos 
ted head before che face of the people. ct as: 
You on the other part ſhal behold trauailes and laudable actions, which Calſio.l...cpiſt.:6 
od iudgement wil 1nuite you torecompence;wherein you mult ſhew. your 
fifegenerous and liberal. For although vertue be alwayes wel cnough payed 
"ith it's owne merit , yet muſt we affirme ir ro be one of the greateſt diſor- 
&rs which may happen ih a State, when in ſowing benefits noughtels is rea- 
xd but ingratitude, and that to be capable of rewards one muſt become re. 
wrkeable in crimes. | 
- Oathe other ſide,there wil be many defc&s preſented, that muſt be cor- 
teted , which are cither of perſons very wel conditioned fallen into ſome 
offence by ſurprize; and ſuch as theſe oughr to be handled with 
ach ſwee tnes and clemency ; or they are couert vices of ſome wicked con- 
ſciences, which you neither ought, nor may as yer manifeſt; and heere much 
iduſtry and wiſedome mult be vſcd to diſlodge finne, and draw the winding 


lrpent out of his den, as by the hand of the wiſe woman ſpoken of in 
Scripture; 
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Scripture : or they are publike finnes , of men reſolued, who ſinne withow fl ; 
hope of amendment to the infetion of a Common-wealth; and heer j 
you are to ſtrengthen your ſelfe with al your power , to take away the qyj 


and curl men. 


Theſe are the precepts which $. Bonawenture giueth in his Treatiſe of th, 


Wings of the Seraphin. | 
This diſcretion whereof 1 ſpeake, wil ſhew you the manner 


ding in afaires; for it much importethto lay hold of them by a cerrgin, 
handle,which rendreth them much the more eaſy. We ſee by experiencehy 


. thoſe who make them ſpectacles of chryſtal cut into diamond poi 


piſtolet on a rable,thinke they ſee a huge treaſure , in ſuch ſort their eyes are 


art 
Sit Wl cell 


of proce. A 


nts, forone Ml A | 


filled with illuſions, and yet their hand if they know not the ſecret, wil, Wyire: 


much troubled to find out the piece of gold they ſeeke for. 
This daily happeneth inthe courſe of the world; affaires haue 
of faces, which preſent themſclues to our thoughts cuen then, 


. ; mady 
an infinity Wren, 
when they 200d! 


are moſt ſubrile; bur they are hollow imaginations, and he 1s really anah|: publi] 
man, who knoweth how to lay his finger vpon the point of a buſines, 4M if 


graſpe it, as it is ſayd, at the right end, 


You expe& nor heerl ſhould ſpeake to you of the manage of reuenewes, which 


artillerie, armes, ſea-affaires, fortifications , petitions, and decrees they larne 
being matters much alienated from my profeſſion , from whence l c@ the wi 


deriue no glory but by the confeſſion of mine owne ignorance. 


muſt looke into the ſubſtance,exrent, and the quality of affaires he treateth, 
muſt learne what is profitable to be knowne for the diſcharge of his Place, 
informe himſclfe of that which he cannat of himſelfe foreknow, willingly 
hearken to aduices, examine and weigh them with maturity. Auoid aboue 
al, ſix obſtacles of good affaires , which are , diſorder, confuſion, paſſion, 


ſollicirude, irreſolurion, precipitation; to doe al things warily , and peace. 
Jn of fmlli. ably , ſo that no anxiety be ſhewed, like vnto Sezanus , a Man who had 
mus, more ſpirit then conſcience,and of whom it is ſayd,that in the middeſt ofhis 
Vellcius, greateſt imploymeuts,he ſeemedeuer idle. 


There are ſome who giue out many precepts vpon euery office, and 


doe as if one ſhould make a large diſcourſe ro a man by teachi 


goe., Experience , which is'a wiſe Miſtreſſe, ſo ſoone as ſhe encountreth 
with a man endowed with ſome'capacity , ſheweth him much morethen 


books, | 


Finally , your laſt livery is ' Courage , which is exceedingly neceſſary for 
e obſerueth , that the 


men of your profeſſion, Califtenes a diſciple of mo 
carth-quake of the lle of Delos, was an vnluckly pr 


e 
age to the 
Buris and Helice , which were ſwallowed vp ina gulph, L when the bodies 
of States-men, which are as this lland of the ſunne, tremble and bow to 
fauour , what may we expe but anabſolute deſolation of Prouinces ? It 
is neceſſary to hauc a great courage to ſtrengthen the arme againſt lo great 
authority of iniquities , and violences of men of quality, who wil confound 
elements , and maxe ſtarres with the duſt of the carth, to come tothe end «t 


their exorbitant pretenſions, 


A great courage, ſay I, toreſiſt the ſecrer allurements, which occurreon 


the part of allyes and freinds , eſpecially of powerful women, 
nature hath affoorded ſuch dangerous attraQtiues, that it is many ri 
eaſier to defend ones (elfe from the hornes of bulles, the tuskes 


and the throat of Lions , then from the cunning praRiſes of ſuch crev 


tures, 


Euery-one 


ng him to 
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A great courage in the manage of affaires, and words, that are tobtÞthe (), 


vied with certaine perſons, who are quickly angry and heate 


harnefſc: 
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thoue Þ jarneſſe : what a braue vertue is it to endure and temperthem with a mild» 
is it, Ml celſe of ſpirit, peaceable ,and charitable;as it is ſaid , that with a hony- 
© euil © comb fountaines of troubled: waterare cleanſed and purifyed, An Ancient 
aig, char he who can wel ſuffer an intury is worthy of an Empire; his only 
f the Ml jcnce wil diſarme a paſſionate man,and throw proſtrate at his teet the ſame 
hoſeemed to roare ouer his head, See Laiournee, 
Ocee. | A great courage alſo to rollerate the ingrateful , who often caſt ſtones 
rtaine ginſt thoſe, who gaue them hony ; like vnto thoſe Atlantes, who ſhot ar- 
e,tha Moves againſt che Sunne. 
orone Ml A great courage likewiſe in the bad ſucceſſe of affaires, which can- 
eSare Mir alwayes proſper according to the meaſure of our trauaile and good 
wil be Wires. And to tel you it ina word, a very avle courage, when aiman is 
ralto ſuffer the loſle of ofhice ,diſgrace , baniſhmeat, pouerty , impriſon- 
nfinity nenc, and permit rather to haue the hart turned out of your belly , then any 
n they FW wod roſolution to be puld from you, which may be cocciued for the Weale. 
in adle MW nblike, | 
$,udM 1fyou deſire to arriue at theſe precious endowments, ler the Scripture 
- Mb: cucr repreſented before youreyes, as the pillar oft clouls and flames, 
ewes, Mytich conducted the army of the liuing God. There 1c 1s, where you ſhal 
they Mizrne maximes of ſtate, ſcored out with moſt vigorous reflections of 
| can Mite wiſdome of God, and where you ſhal trample vnder-toort with a 
ry-one FWeraerous contempt, ſo many illutions, which wretched ſoules ſeeke for 
ateth, Mi the mouch of Pychoniſſes and Sorcerers, Read the books of Wiſdome, 
place, Mix Prop hets, the booke of holy 105, and the diuine Pſalmes of the King 
llingly Wioſen out according to Gods own harr, Conſider the ſtreame of fo many 
aboue Whiſtories wricten in this theater of wonders , which are characters of 
aſlion, Whre, wherewith the diuine prouidence is pleaſed to be figured to mortal 
peace. Wees, that we may learne the puniſhmear of crimes , and the crownes of 
ho had Miertue, 
t of bis W Repreſent vnto your (clues often in your idzaes, thoſe great States- 
ten, who haue Alouriſhed inthe courſe of al Ages, an1deriue light and fire 
e, ad Won-cheir examples, to illuminate and infla ne you in the ſelfe-ſame liſt, 
um to Whebold him who ha4 been refyned aboue al others in the ſchool of God, [ Moyſes Dei. de proc 
untreth Wneane Moſes, Who hath there been more humble in refuſing charges, PE os 
rethen Wnore obedient in accepting them, more faithful in exerciſing them ,,more Tertull de Mono- 
nluſtrions in executing the commanlements of Go, more vigilant 1n go- gamiz. 
ary for umement of che people, more ſeuere inthe correction of vices,more patient Rag 
hat the Winſufferance of the infirmities of ſubiects, and more zclous in the cordial _ 
ries 0f Fluche bare to the whole world? 
bodies With theſe guifts he became the God of Monarchs , he ruined the 
ow 10 Ffzte of his enemies, he vnlooſed the chaines of an inflaite numoer of 
eS ? I Fes, he opened ſeas, he manured wildernefſes , he marched in the 
o grelt font of ſix hundred thouſand men at armes, he liued laborious amonglt 
nfound Fheephards, chaſt in the Courts of Kings, temperate in gouernment, a 
end of companion of Angels in his retirement, an4 as it were a cabinet-freind omnem 5,12 ſecuntii 
of God , hauing continually heauen for obie&, and al greatnes in Ccon- corpur ha%arionem, 
urre 0 tempt, He had blotted out al that which was manin him, by the purity ſacionis eh 
whomJefa conuerſation wholy celeſtial. The fleſh was in him vader ſuch ſub- A, rs 
s muct Biegion ,and the ſpirit in ſuch Empyre, that he merited the name of God, IN carnem ſubjciens, 


bores, the reſemblance of whom he was transformed by the ſuperaboundance of nomine Dei vocatus 


h cre eſt, a1 cuins ſpmilyru- 
ws verruees, perſette vyir- 


Auicen, de 
diluuus, 


| "PIE . . "Wes, din# ſe 
os Behold that great diſciple of Moſes , Toſue : whar piety in the ſcruice of oberratafiinis 
a Fthe Omniporent, what ſweetnes 1n gouernment , what grearnes of ſpitit ,.... Ambret 6. 
n their 


zrnelſc; 


a n9vle caterprizes, what patience 1n difhculties , what prudence n__ dc Cain & Abcl, 
t10N, 


celeſtis pwitace con- . 


% 
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&ion, what diſpatch in expeditions 2 It is no wonder if at the fight of 


theſe eminent qualities walles' and Cittyes fel, Giants waxed Pale, rivers 
retired backe, the ſunne ſtood ſtil, and one and thirty Kings vnderyeng the 
oke. 

Behold Samuel, the Father , Maifter, and TIudge of two Kings , the Do. 

our of Prophets , the Sanctuary of the oore , the pillar of the Church 

Is it not a magnificent ſpeacle toſee him L. out of Charge after ſo lonez 

gouernement, and ſo great a diuerſity of affaires , with a hart ſo vntaing, 

and hands vndefiled, as if he had perpetually conuerſed with Angels? I; 

I. Reg, 22, it not a wolt heroical a&tion which he did in the firſt of Kings, yy 
+404) ning after the e)tRion of Saul, hauing voluntarily reſigned his dignity, he 


am Demo, « ; ; . F 
= Chriſt ng iſclte with vp-reard head in the micſt of the people, and gave 


yres? : 
4 But abone al refle& often on the Wiſdome of God Incarnate , Teſu Chif 


the Sauiour of the world, as the prime model of al States-men, whichthePrg. 
phet Iſay hath exactly repreſented in the eleauenth Chaprer of his Prophecy, 
where he figureth the Redeemer vntovs in quality of a Tudge ,toſeruefor 
an inſtruction and anexemple to al poſterity. Firſt for as much as concer. 
neth his perfe&ions, he gaue him ſeauen ſorts of ſpirits very conſonants 
atrue Politician, to wit the ſpirit of Wiſdome and Vnderſtanding , the ſpiritof 
Counſel and Szrength , the ſpirit of Scence , of Prey, and the feare of God, where 
with he was wholy repleniſhed. Then deſcribing his manner of proceeding, 
he ſaith : He ſhal not iuiige according to humane apparences , by the incon- 
fiderate views of carnal eyes, and the relation of a raſh tongue ; butheſh 
doe iuſtice to the poore, and fortity himſelfe with al kind of vigour, forthe 
defence of ſo mavy gentle ſoules, as are oppreſſed in the world. 

To this purpoſe he ſhal ſtrike the earth with the words of his mouth,ying 
his tongue as a rod of correQion, and ſhal ouerthrow the wicked with the 
breath of his lips, 

Tuſtice ſhal be ſo familiar to him, that he ſhal make vſe of it, asf 
a girdle of honour, or a rich bawdrike, which braue Captaines wear, 
The effe&s of his gouernement ſhal be ſo eminent, that the wolfe vnder 
-his raigne ſhal be ſeen to cohabir with the lamb, the leopard with the 
goat, the calfe with the lion, and little children to play with baſiliskes 
aſpikes : willing in theſe allegories to ſignify , that he ſhal mollify the moſt 
ſauage humours by his lawes,to reduce them to the temper of reaſon. 

Behold ſomewhar neer, how this diuine Writer deſcrideth the Policy 
the King of Monarchs. 

Al thoſe who haue inſiſted in his ſteps haue been glorious in the memor) 
of men; & he that would number vp throughal Ages ſo many grear Stats 
men, ſhould make a large voiume, 

l wil not at this time produce Melen Iniurioſus , Carmerus , Robert , Aus 
ſurnamed the Man of God, Oenus, Godegrandas, Ledwardus, Eginardus, Raoul, Fulbenw, 
Hildwings , Mounſizur Stephen of France , Guarinus , William of Mountaigue , Hem) 4 
naudus of Corgues, Kochfort,and the moſt famous Thomas Moxe ; not ſpeaking of 
many other lights of Ages, which haue illuſtrated vs much neerer, wh 
we mayfindal argeliſt of vncorrupted men. 
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His great Nobiltys 


TJ EHOLD heer how I make 4 great States-man. ta 
| walke along in his ranke,, the'hanpyr of the gawneg 
> and the ſingulat ornameyt of the paralegarment,who 
hath had the priuiledge to, reuige; learning in-his life, 
and at his death to bury al the Rowan greatngdle in his 


24 It is the moſt 1Nuſtrious, Beeriu , whom | have ſe 
|-Red almoſt [inthe fi: t Ages of Chriſtianity , as the 
— — nolt accompliſhed perſonage,; that hath flouriſhed in 
yalicy ot a man of the.long robe throughout Chriſtendame, For if you 
zer his cxcraction , it was the noblcſt of his time z if youregard his 
bes he was of the moſt honeſtly rich zif you refle& on- his wit, he daze+ 
the eyes of the moſt learned z 1f you behold his innocency , his life was as 
tle without blewiſh ; if y ou weigh his dignity , he had been three times 
ul of Rome ; it youcvquyre! after vis negotiations and gouernment, you 
And he liucd in the greateſt reuolutions of the Romane Empyre, when 
res were molt thorny, If. you wilobſerue his conſtancy , you ſhal.ſce 2 
wr of diamond not ro be ſhaken with althe counterbuffes of iniquity : and 
braue death may ſer a ſcale ypon a good lite, you wil be euforcedraad- 
thin, beholding him to dye on a ſcaffold, for the defence of piety 8 
C A which are the two pol:s that ſupport al the great Policy of this 
Werle, | F 
& The vnhappyneſſe is, there hath not been ſome Authour found inrhat 
Age, to haue written the aQsof this great man in aſtile ſubrable' to his 
zveſhould have, Ciſcnuered meruailous treaſures: but ſince l mult make 
may. through ſo great aſcarcity of writers who haue han led this ſubic&, 
W.eodeauour to render it as little irkſome in ſtile, asir is proficable.4n 


As for the firſt quality 1 haye obſeryed in him, which is his great Nobility, 
IS certaine he ſummed vp athouſand yeares, ſince his Anceſtours beganto 
Wrelplencer with ſingular luſtre in the Citty of Remezwhich is no {mal lpace, 
Wy, that ten Ages which waſt racks and weare elements , had not altered 

© honour of chis gr-ac Family. % 
bY, . | y He was 
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"He was deſcended from the houſe of thoſe great Manlii, whoſe harts exten; 
ded as farre as the Romane Empyre, The moſt celebrated amongſt them ,, 
med Marcus Manlins, defended the Capitol againſt the Gaules in the extremene, 


ceſlity ofthe Romans,and redeemed as if were from the abyſle the Citty, which 


God had choſen ro-.command ouer ſo many nations, He was amantryly y, 
lorous , who wated nothing but to haue been borne in an ample Kinglome 
not in a Republike iealous of the greatnes of its ſubjects : For he hauing tg 
miuch courted thePeople tothepreiudice of Magiſtrates,was acculed tg hate 
ſought a change of gouernement., and was precipitated from the Cayiry 
which he had defended ; to the end the theater of his glory might berumg 
into the ſcaffold of his puniſhment. | 

Neuer could any thing be ſeen more deplorable then this braue Caprzing 

when pleading his cauſe , where he was vpon queſtion of his laſt vnhappine; 
hauing produced about foure hundred Cittizens,dcliuered from great neceg 
ties by his meanes, then thirty ſpoiles of noble enemies, whom he had ſlaine 
with his owne hand, then ten Crownes, then fourty orher prizes of valoy. 
as he beheld the incenſed ludges much inclining to his ruine , he ſhewedhis 
naked breaſt, as yet couered ouer with honourable ſcarres receaued inſymy, 
ny great barailes for his Country ; and then turning his eyes aud his vp.req 
hads to heauen towardsthe Capitol, he prayed the Gods to giue the Peoylegf 
Romethe ſame vnderſtanding for the preſeruation of his perſon, that they hy 
affoorded him for the ſafety of the Weale-publike,in the defence of theCiny 
of Rome, 

- ' ThisſpeRacle was ſo rauiſhing , that it was impoſlible to condemne hin 
in ſight of this noble fortreſſe, whichſubſiſted not bur by his valour ; buthiz 
encmies caufing himro be carryed into another place,exerciſed a heauy iudge 
ment, and an ace odious to poſterity , which was attended by great ſterilj. 
tics and peſtilencies, attributed to the death of this noble perſonage, The 
other Manlius very eminent , was he , who ſlew in fingle combat the Captaine 
of the Gaules,inſight of both the armies. Forthis man aduancing himſelfeonz 
bridge,afſailed, and defended by both parts, challenged aloud the moſt vale. 
rous among the Romans to combat man ro man; which being vnderſtood, 
Manlius ſlowly came-forth with the leaue of his Dictatour, and hauing yel 
obſerued his aduerſary , who immeaſurably braued it , he ſtruck him 
nimbly , that he fel downe ſtarke dead in the liſt : then taking his chaineof 
atbloudy , he hung it about his owne necke, from whence he was fur 
med Torquatus ; which Title did afterward likewiſe remaine vnto his whole 
poſterity. 

The third of this race much renowmedin hiſtories by an a& , oneof the 
ſeuereſt euer exerciſed, was that Torquatus , who cauſed his ſonnes head tobe 
cut off, for hauing charged & vanquiſhed his enemy without leaue. The you 
man tickled with the honour of his Anceſtours, ſceing a faire occafionts 
fight, rooke the opportunity. And not expecting the permiſſion of his father 
ouerthrew the enemies of the Roman People, in killing with his owne hands 
man of note in ſingle combat , whereupon ful of ioy , he returneth withthe 
applauſe of the ſoldiers, and haſtneth ro ſeeke out his father , who commu 
ded the army, bearing in his handes the ſpoiles of his enemies, and ſaying 
aloud : Father , bebold the cauſe, why 1 may be eſteemed your ſonne, But the Father 
turning his eyes away, cauſed the trumpet to be ſounded to gather al tie 
ſoldiers together , & in the mideſt of a great aſſembly , as Genera, 
he pronounced ſentence againſt his ſonne , & ſayd vnto him : Sonne, fu 
without any reſpett , either of the dignity of 4 Conſul wherewith the Common-we 
hath honoured me , or the maieſty of phe title of a father which nature bath affoorded m 
08:1 you , you haue fought contrary to my Edit , difoluing the ſacred knot þ os 
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cle, which Fatb hicherco maintgined the greatneſſe of the Roman ftate: 1 wel ſee you 
bac tedueed aff :res to ſuch necefiity , that ewber 1 muſt ſorger the Common-wealth , or my 
and myne. But God forbid the publige ſuffer for our faults, and thas we, muſt expiats the 
tmerit) of 0178 J0n.g man,by the diſaſters of ſo many innocent perſons. Heer an att of State muſt 
which is-fer the preſent fome-what odious, but shal be profitable for youth through 
uy. My ſonne , 1 haue ſenſe of nature, as afatber , aud a3 a Caprame. I refſent alſo the 
aha poutbfal vertne which is ſo charming in its luſion : but ſince 1 muſt eyther by. 
anpunity annul;or by your bloud ſeale the commandment of the Conſuls; you being of my: 
lad; 1 cannot thinks you ſo deg-nerate , as to deny to reeſtablich by your punishment the 
ines of armes, Which you ly-your errour haue deſtroped, Dog: a 
-Thereupon he commanded the executioner to bind him, and lead himto 
heplace of puniſhment, to be beheaded, wherewith the aſl embly was {oaſto- 
iſhed, as if al che Captaines had their heaJs vnder the ſame ſword. For cuery 
ne was drenched in adeep filence , vntil the bloud of this yong Prince was 
fento guſh forth; for then the ſoldiers [pared neither ſorrow nor execrations, 
akingthe body by maine force to coucr it with its ſpoiles, & entetre it with 
i honour, ip | 
[had a deſire to touch this particularly, thereby to teachthe Reader, that 
the great conſtancy which Boctizs witneſſed inthe whole courſe of his life , & 
rhecially at his death, was in him hereditary. | 
It werea long piece of worke for him, who would proſecute al the aces 
ofthe Anceſtours of Boerius, ſince by the report of $, fiereme, this tamily hath 
teeaſo tllaſtrious, that ſcarcely can one man be found therin, which hath not 
aigyed or deſerucd the Conſulſbip. £1 
"Wherefore I may wel ſay, it was a. very particular prouidence of God; 
wonthis admirable man , which being pleaſed to rayſe him to.the condition 
ofagreat States-raan, hath cauſed him to be nobly borne. Foralthough ir can« 
wihe denied, but that many deſcended from very meanec extraRio, haue ſom. 
ymepexcecdingly wel improucd in the manage of States , yet muſt we 
drme;they haue ſtood in much need of ry me,diligence, & eminent verrues; 
weiiea counterpoiſe ro this defeR of bloud. Ordinarily thoſe who ariſe 
tom theſe degrees, being deriued from baſe birth, are many tymes enuyed, & 
litkereſpeted , whereby finding themſclues offended, they often take harſh 
myes,to become powerful inthe minds of ſubie&s by ſtrong hand: whereas 
lich,as are of race noble and illuſtrious, cannot haue ſo few other parts , but 
tatthey way eaſily enter into harts, as into a houſe which the vertue of An- 
«ours hath beforehand wholy purchaſed for them, Aud though this ſeeme 
epedient in al places , yetis it much more neceſſary in a State, where is 2 
number of noble men and generous ſpirits , and where enery 
ane thinkes himſclfe ſufficient enough to performe that which another 
doch, | 
Preſumption-<qualleth them al 1n ability , ar the leaſt according to their 
imaginations, were it not that the vncontrolable ſupereminencie of houſes 
mkes.them yeald to reaſon. And although baſe nobility be very ſhameful, 
ſets ir much more tollerable then a ſcruile ſpirit , whicti hath power 1n its 
Mods without any moderation; 
There are foure things, ſaith the Wiſeman, which cauſe earth-quakes heer 


below , A Seruant imperious , 4 rich foole ; 4 woman ſcorneful when she is marrjed , and 4Prouerb, zo: 


Mid: ſeruant become the heire of ber Miſtreſſe;that is, ſaith he, the fourth thing which 
theworld cannotendure.Education maketh manners, and euery one is readily 
thtwhich he hath learned in youth, werc it not,that througha grear ſtrength 
courage il inclinations are reſiſted. | | 
Betis, who in his excellent Nobility was endowed with ſo ſweet atemper 
ffpirit, ſeemed to be created of God to gouerne men. On the other parr 
bs family , which was rich and powerful, gaue alſo much increaſe to his 
wm 2 V 2 command 
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command;as that whichalienated him from the corruprions;that eaſily fag, 
on 2 neceſſitous forrune, Aman who feareth/pouerty, is cuer to be feared, 
a rich innoccnt cannot meet with any thing more dangerous then a buagry 
Iudge. | 1a Yi 


Lib, 4.c. rg, dere $. Thomas hath ſaid very wel', that a pouerty vertuous and free from coy 
gim, Pcincyp, 


couſnes, is an admirable quality for a States-man: but where ſhal wenoy 
adayes find ſuch a pouerty,inatime,whenriot1s {> exorbirant, thatthe 
teſt houſes are therewith impeached?The innocent riches of Our greatConſy 
fel out to be much to the purpoſe , ſo that they might be 1mployed foraidy 
the poore,in a time which happened inone ofthe ſicklyeſt Ages of the war 
ruined by ſo many incurſions of Barbarians , not naming the other ſcourge, 
which then fought againſt the finues of men. 


— 
—__A 
mend ® 


SECTION UI. 


The eminent wiſdome and learning of Boetins. 


% 


JEDI; XPERIENCE, the wiſeſt Miftretie of the 
—_ Ne hath ſometimes cauſed the ſaying of Plato to Ao: 
FIZ NÞ, ſioned , who thought Common-wealths happy when 
| FARERY >, they felinto the hands of Philoſophers,or of metyho 
Wa AN (07 Z ſoughtro become Philoſophers. For in cffc& iris ob. 


* 


ASK ; ſcrued , that thoſe ſo knowing men meet not alwyes 
I | with thebent of common vnderſtanding, hauingthei 
——Z0 \pitigs more eſtranged from ciuil life. They pleas 
= <=2N themſclues with greatIdeaes, as if they conuerſedin 
the Comon-wealthof Plaro with demy- Gods, not at al yealding to infirmitie 
of nature. And although they vſc ſome endeauour to render themſeluesc0g. 
uerſable, yer doth the (weernes of repoſe inebriate and withdraw them from 
affaires: bur if they force themſclues ro attend them, noiſe amazeth them; di. 
uerſity ot humours not alwayes ſutable to their ynderſtading diſtaſteth them, 
labour ſomewhat paineful ouerwhelineththem, and the heap of ſo many inci 


© dent occaſions contoundeth them. 


Adde hercunto, that there is much malice in the manners of men, not 
found in books ; aud that their ations being very innocent, when they come 
ro meaſure others by their owne leue], they find themiſelues deceauecd.Belids, 
the ſedentary and retired life ſpent in the entertainmenr of their books, ten- 
dreththem very timerous, and ſoftneth their brow, which ſhould alwayesbe 
asit were of braflero indure the ſhock of ſtrong impudencies, which mayis- 
ſinuaterhemſclues into the corruptions of the times. 

This may be confirmed by the example of Theodates King of the Gorkes,who 
withal the Philoſophy of Plato, wherin he was exceeding)y ſtudious , veryil 
managed his affaires. ; 

As alſo by Michael the Emperour ſutnamed of the Greciang , Parapinicine, 
who would ſay ,the Scholler : for he perpetually had table books and pennes 

in his hand, to compoſe orations, verſes , and hiſtories, reſigning the whole 


gouernment of his affaires ro an Eunuch , named Nicephorus , whothroughh thar; G 
inſatiable auarice drew much hatred vpon the head of this Emperour. - a aka 
1 verily afftirme, if you take learning in theſe exceſſes , one may very we alas 0 


ſay, that it would not only become vnprofitable , but alſo dangerous to 
principality, 
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incipality. It is not my intention to prouc learned men are capable of the 
azonage of great affaircs torthe only conſideration of the acduantage they 
wore I j4ne in Jerters , for then Goucrnours of Prouinces were to be taken our 
+ B ofthe Regencies of ſchools ; but | ſay , that ſciences wel managed adde & 
cue. I jieruailous luſtre to one in gouernment, For ficſt, they vindicate him from 
Dow ſtupidity and a ſauage life , which maketh a man withour ſight or knowledge 
ores. Ml (fverrue, to be in aState, as was Poliphemas, made blind by yliſes; in his den. 
onl Wl geides, rhey cleanſe, refine , and ſtore the ſoule, made to know great and 
ade! WI jiine lights. Afterwards, they open the vnderſtanding by thereading of {o 
'ofld, W pany excellent books, and cuen vnlooſe the rongue , which is an iuſtru- 
urges, W gent very neceſſary ro mannage harts. Finaly , they makea man more mild; 
cgil,and courteous, and I could ſay alſo more awetul and worthy of credit. 
For if fome vnhappy Princes were produced, who being vaturniſhed of 
_ ather talencs haue made il vſe of letters by abuſing them through want of 
indgement , 45 One may al the beſt things in the world; this nothing ar al in 
wbſtance leflenerh the truth of our propoſition, fince we may oppole againſt 
tem aJarge lilt of Law-makers , Princes, & Gouernours, who haucexcee- 
ingly wel made vſe of the knowledge ot learning. For it we make account 
ofthe policy of God , which is cuer the moſt aſſured, know we not, thathe 
king choſen Moyes to conſtitute him the Gouernour of ſo great aStare, was 
willing he might hauc a good raſt of al the (ciences then inrequeſt among 
the Egyptians? And Philo faith, chat he there learned Arithmetike , Geo- 
vorld, i werrie, Maſike , andalthe greateſt ſecrets of their Philoſophie, conteined in 
© Qu Bf teirHicroglypiiks. Know we not that Salomon had a hart as large as the ſea, 
"when BN vherein God lodged ſo many knowledges of things bothdiuine & humane, 
aw BN tha he penetrated whartſoeuer rhe vnderitanding of man, enlightned with 
's 00. riesfrom God, might comprehend? | | 
"Ye WI | -Arc we (o little verſed in hiſtory , that we cannot reckon vp the names 
$ thett W (ft che greateſt Princes , who haue been very learned, as Alexander , Inlrus 
pleale Giſa; 4uguſtus , Adrian , Antonin , Conſtantine , Theodoſins , Gratian , Charlemaigne, 
rledin Uhtonſus , vea euen Sulyman the great Turke ? What acloud of witneſſes ſhould 
mines F ghave,did we now colleR al the names and hiſtories of learned States-men3s 
S000 I Firiflecters giue ornament to ſach as are wholy, eminent in military pro- 
ſion, by a much ſtronger reaſon we are to thinke they are able to aduance 
m0. BI felutre of an excellent Goucrnour , vowed tothe Robe,& toa life peacea- 
cnn dle, as Seneca and Cicero. | 
Aa thaue been the more willing purpoſely to vſe this Preface, to the end 
tax comming preſently ro ſpeake of the great learning of our Boerins , It 
mizht not d1miniſh the credit we ought ro haue of his ability in ſtate-affai- 


ts, Itis ſomerimes ſo dangerousto be learned among grolle ſpirits,that the yiqe Boro; 


efides, Wrench Age,which was very dul, made as it were g90d Pope Silueſter the ſecond Ann, g9e. 


opaſſe for a Magician, becauſe he vnderſtood Geometric, Anditisnot 
tboue foureſcore yeares agoe , that to know Greekand Negromancy, were 
os ll FT were one and the ſame thing in the opinion of the ignorant, 

who |, He chat proccedeth by ſuch brutiſh wayes,would take Boerias for a Diuel, 
OY {ach knowledge had he : for it muſt be conteſſed that in the reuolution of ſo 
ny Ages, there hath not been many ſcen, who arriuedrto ſuch adegreeof 
kience. As our ſpirits are limirted, ſo euery one freely raketh his ſhare accor- 
ding as his inclination leaderh him, his ayme mouerh him , his vnderſtanding 
whole tinſporteth him , his labour ſupporteth him : and he that cannot prenaile in 
me (ſcience, applieth himſclfero another, ſince thediuerſity ofarrs is ſogreat, 
atitis able ro ſatisfy the moſt curious, allure the moſt nice, and encourage 
heweakeſt; Bur as for our Boetius , he entred into the ſecrets of al ſciences, 
ml a5 there was nothing too holy for his great verrue, ſo might nor any thing 
tefouni ſo clare, as to exempt it-ſelfe trom the viuacity of his ſpirit, 

V 3 Inliss 


Scalig, in Hypercri- 


bico, 
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Iulius Scaliger hath very wel ginen teſtimony of him , according rg, jj 
merit, when he ſaid,the wit, learning, indultry , & wiſ.ome of SeRerinus Bottin 
challenged-al the Authours of the world as wel Greuans As Latins, not excep. 
ting any. Headderh, that al which he compoſed in Pocſy was divine, angthy 
nothing mighr be found cyther more elegant or graue ; in ſuch manner, thy 
the aboundance of ſupereminent conceits choaked not the grace, nor cytjg. 
ſity tooke any thing trom the propriety thereof. 

And whereas he writeth, that his proſe ſcemed not equal to the'yer, 
but reteined ſomewhat of the barbariſme of that Age, I aſſure my ſelte Scalgn 
may hauc taken fome works talſely attributcd tO Boetius, as there arc inthe 
great maſſe compiled vnder his name, which haue likewiſe decciuedcg, 
dinal Baronius ; who 1mputeth the Booke of the Diſcipline of Schollers to hin, 
whichis one of the molt lilly picces that could come from a man aliengeg 
from commonſenſe. | 

' Among other things this Authour ſaith, that he hath been 1n the Citty of 
Inlius Ceſar , called Paris, to take the ayre ,and that hethere hath ſeen many 
bad ſchollers, diſcourſing of Nations,and giuing a face tothe Vnluerlity, as 
it had in later times; which wil ſceme ridiculous to eucry one, who (hal con, 
fider the life of Boetiws, and the times wherein he flouriſhed, Iris no wonder, 
ifthoſe who haue admitted ſuch workes for pieces of Boetixs , not through 
want of judgement , which hath been in theſe two perſonages whom] mey, 
tion very great, but for taulr of giuing time to examine them , theyther 
haue found matters, which with them haue leſſened the opiflion of ſucha 
Authour, | 

But this is very certaine , that al which is extant of this braue Writer, 

hath in it vigour, grace ,.purity ſpirit, & excellent good conſequence; y 
appeareth inthe books of Conſolation:As for the reſt,he hath not ſoconfine 
himſclfe in thfs great claquence , bur that he entreth into the moſt profound 
queſtions of Philoſopby and Theology : and fhould he haue no other ho. 
nour, but to make Arijtorle firſt ſpeake Latine, who was vnknowne in the 
welt, 1 ſhonld make much more account of him, then if he had raiſed orb 
Vpagaine with his harpe, The great knowledge hehad of Geography, Arith. 
metike, Muſike, and al which concerne the Mathematikes, was the cauſe, 
when any one ſtood in need of ſome piece of wit, they went preſently to 
Begtixe , as the only man of the Empire, who was eſteemed atrue Library ani. 
mated with the ſpirirof al Arts. It isa pleaſant thing toread what the King 
Theodorike wrot to him in requiring a dyal of him, to preſent it to theKingot 
Burgundy, Beholdthe words at his great Secretary Caſiisdorus: - 

It is not reaſonabl: to contemne the requeſts which Kings our neighbours with al confideng 
make vnto vs, and eſpecially when they require ſome ſlight things , which they account in tit 
number of great treaſures, It happeneth oftentimes that the dalliances and conceirs of wi 
ebtaine that by ſweetnes , which armes cannot gaine by force, If we needes muſt play, It 
ys ſo vſe the matter our ſports may be for the good of the publike, & let vs ſearch ſu 
things ſerous euen in pleaſures. The King of Burgundy intreaterh of me with mul 
inſlance two dyals, the one circumuolued with water , the other with the ſunne,& it 
prayeth me to ſena him sRilful Mayſters to shew lum this inwention. Let vs affoord enta* 
rainement to thu Nation ,to the end they may hold thoſe things for miracles , which 
beere dayly vſe ſor recreation. 1 vnderſtand the report which their Embaſſadewrs baue mul 
of theſe & the ike workemanships hath much amazed them, as 4 thing very. extraordinal 
Now, | kyow you are ſo accomplished in al ſorts of ſciences , that you haye taſtedint 
fountaine of al the induſtries , what others ſeeke to praitize by rote. Foy you , for chis pu 
poſe remained inthe Ynucrſity of Athens, & haue ſo fairely allied together the Roman 
robe with the Grecian mantle, that cher dodtrine by Jour meanes # become Wholy Lal 
Tou are ignorant of uothing that is in the ſpeculatiue , nothmg which is m the prattike; Ml 


al that , which the Athenians would attribute ro themſclues of fingularity > _ bai 
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to-his I ranſported into our Citry of Rome, Tour tranſlations haue made Ptolomey tke 
Betts, Wl afrologian, Nichomachus rhe Arthmeridan, Euclid the Geomerrican , Plato rhe 
excep. © juine , Ariſtotle the Loguian , und Archimedes the Mathematician to ſpcake 
id tha Þ Lin. Al ſcrences diſperſed amorg ſo man 1 men, and ſomany wits,threugh al Ages, are 1 
T;tha I jw Arogerber vmured : you baue mierpreted them al with ſuch perſpucuity of diſcour ſe, retails 
Curio. WY aig the propriety of language, that s1ould theſe Authours returne to life againe they would 
peferre Jour tranſlations before their owne onginals, + — 
'verſ, | Afterward he enlargeth himſelfe vpon the prayſe of the Mathematikes, "2" jor 
Scalgn MY then rerurning to his dial he ſaith,it is an admirable thing to ſce,char a little vac 
inthe M jomoucable ſteele euery day pertormeth as much way as the {unne, & that if cabus, fi aftrx ſenti- 
ed Ca. MW the ſtarres had vnderſtanding they would enuy dials, and returne backe ren. Vbreffallus be- 
0 him, give, for feare to be ſurprized by this pretty ſport of men; the houres "© 4 _ 2 
enated MW would be aſhamed, that being the daughters of the day and lighr , they were _— _ 
xinted with ſhadowes, In the end hauing giuen ful ſcope to his wit, he mrs demonſtrar? 
itty of I concludes,an4 ſayth : 1 pray you ſend vs theſe two dials fo ſoone as you can, Caſliodorus 1. 
many I roche end you may be knowne by the figures of your ſpiric in a Country, = Epiſt,45, 
ity,as MW yhere no man {hal ſee the print of your foot-ſteps. I would haue them vn- . 
l con.  4erſtand, chat our Senatours heer are as learned as Doetours, that they may 
onder, MW mire-your inuentions, and eſteeme them as/dreames, ſothat being awakee 
rough MW id they may conteſſe they haue norhing comparable tovs. 
I men. WM Caſtoderus amafied rogether al the ſtrength of his wit when he was to dil- CY eiſt; 
'there I pacch letters to Beerius in the behalte of his King.Witnefle thereof yet. is thac , ”_ 
uchan WW «herexcellent Epiſtle of Muſtke;; where we learne that our great King Clo= 
was hauing demanded a fingular Player on the Lute of Theodorcke,, who. 
Vricer, WO then raigned in Icaly, addreſſe was preſently made to Boetius to chooſe him, 
ce: Wvithamagnificent letrer, which ſtil rerayncth anotable ceſtimony of his 
nfined I ability, ; | 
found = A Politianus, who had throughly read him , holdeth opinion that 
er hos I there is nothing to be found more ſharp then he in Logike , more ſubtile in 
in the I the Mathematifes , more rich in Philoſophy, nor more ſublime in Theology, ad- 
Orpbeg © ding the iudgement of Albertus Magnus, and of S. Themes, who haue commen- 
Arith- I ted vpon his works, and aſſuring vs that his ſentences were al as itwere 
cauſe, © withourappeale. Laurentins Valla calleth him the laſt of the learned, therby 
ntly to Wl willing ro ſay,thar a} the glory of the excellent wits of antiquity was buried 
ry anl- WO with bim, | 
e King - But why goe we about to ſearch out the teſtimonies of Authours, ſince 
Cingot © ve haue (111 ſome of his true workes in our hands , which are the mirrours 
vhercinthe wit of Boerius makes it-ſelfe to be ſeen with more aduantage to 
nfdeny FW alpoſterity ? It may be ſayd, he had too much Philoſophy for aStates-man, 
"int Fdutthe bird is not burdned with her feathers, no more theathe tree with his 
5 of wil lewes and Aowres, What wrong hath hedoneto the Citty of Rome, if when 
lay, ieſaw himſelfe to be taken from the Common-wealth, and in tearmes where 
arch ſa iecould not aflift it with his counſels, he. honoured it with the riches of his 
þ mu vit.charming the ſharpnes of troubles withthe ſweernes of his retyrement, 
'»& Wd giuing an account to: poſterity of the ryme which he husbanded 
1 ente-Wior it | | 
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His entrance into gouernement of the State, gr 

mak 

a ; | man, 

ee Wil willingly leaue al digrefſion to come to terdt 
= q roic&. and ſceing the life of Boeti#s furniſhe 7 

7 P T, Ng oet1#5 turnifhethys Wl lim't 

| not with many ſlight matters, wherewith orcinatil F 


,, 0 volumes are ſtuffed, when men deſire to diſtendthen MW ofz c 
22 beyond their merit;I reſt on negotiations of gouery. rye 
| NN ment , which ſhew a man as wel as doth the needle Wl tines 
738 (jp) the houres vpon a true clocke, lmpe 
| Boenus happened in atyme, which gaue him an I gine' 
admirable liſt to combat in with firme footing tobin 
againſt vices the moſt applauded, and to place his vertues in the brigh I boue 
ſplendour of light , not holding them ſtil impriſoned within the precin&s of i ichol 
a library. loued 
Behold heere a ſtrong aduerſary,that fortune put vpon him, which exerci. © dions 
ſed his conſtancy in rough affaires, and cauſed him in the end co paſſeby the }{tomat 
dint of ſword, ending a braue life by a Tragedie very bloudy , no whit ax Ware: 
ting his noble courage. 
T his is a hiſtory which verily hath giuen occaſion of much horrourto pi: MW ketlin 
rits the moſt ſtrong, and execration to mouths the moſt innocent, todereſs I tend, 
the tyranny of a barbarous ſword , purpled with the bloud of an honourable 
old man, by whoſe mouth al learning, and the beſt maximes of State did 
ſpeake. It is neceſſary, my Reader, wel to deduce this narration, you firſt 
vnderſtand the humour,qualities, fortune, beginning, progreſſe,and theend 
alſo of this Pcerſccutour. | 
You muſt therefore vnderſtand, that the Citty of Rome , which counteth 
It's age , and continued before the Ceſars ſeauen hundrgd yeares, andakte 
Auguſtus, who was the firſt Emperour, about fiue hundred twenty three, and 
generally from the foundation thereof, one thouſand two hundred twenty 
nine, was at that tymeinuoluedin very great perplexities, the Emperours 
living then the age of flowres, & driuing one another, as waues to be broken ſi 
againſt-the rocks. | ong 
One Nepos ele&ted to the Empire, choſe for his Conſtable a man calle * 
Oreſtes, wha ſought to rake the Purple from his Maſter,to giue it to his fone, 
and verily he cauſed him aloud to be ſalured Ceſar, and ſet the Diademe'oi 
his head, ſurnaming him Auguſtus, though afterward for contempr , rbe nant 
of Avguſtulus was given vnto him, 
It is a fatal blow froth the prouidence of God, that the Empire of th 
Weſt , which begun by an A»guſtw , muſt receaue end by an Auguſtulw : ab thit* 
of the Eaſt, hauing commenced vnder Conſtantine the Great , concluded after 
ward in the perſon of Conſtantinus Dragoſus, vanquiſhed by Mabomer. 
Nepos ſeeing himſelfe betrayed by him in whom he moſt confided,ſenth 


Odeacer King ot the Heruli to his ayde,who like the wolfe in the fable, recoſ®## j« 
ciled thedogs that worried one another, by eating them, For he defeatalſf* bead 
theſe two conteſting Princes; and ſeeing himſelfe march in the faire dl tarber 


of Italy with ſword in hand, attended by ſtrong Legions, the great we 
neſſe of the Empire, ſo many tymes ouerwhelmed by ciuil warres, bel 
ynable to oppoſe his deſignes , he being entreated to help a freind, Pe 

hinſeÞ 
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timſclfe by his owne hands, and makes himſelfe-Maſter of his poſſeſſions! 
Experience euer teaching vs,that forraine charities, haue fi ngers ſore-what 
crooked to lay hold on that, which they make ſhew to ſuccour, 

The Emperour Zens, who raigned in Conftantivople, vnderftanding althis 
goodly bulines , diſpatcheth Theodorihe intothie' Welt , to make head againſt 
this vſurper: whether he had a purpoſe to throw the apple of diſcord between 
theſe rwo ſtrangers, who in too neer a degree cloſely coutted his-eſtate;to 
make chem denoure one another , or whether that he 'cordially'loned this: 
$2n,and that ro oblige him, not hurting himſelfe, he freely gaue him a mar- 
my rrdeſporate ; he armed , and ſupported him with'gold and ſtrength, to rayſe 
vs. Ml lim'to thar cthrone,not hauing at that tyme any wil chereunto;i- .- 1. --: 
rl This Theoderike was baſtard-ſonne of Theodomire King of the'Gathes ; borne 
hem Ml ofz concubine called Aurilians, His father who ſought for land;;;which is: 
ern. MI ery eafily found out for a tomb, had mach afli&edthe Eafterns'Emapire,oft- 
edle Wl tives making 1ntodes eucn tothe gares of Conſtantinople; wheteat Leo this 

Enperour, who then raigned , being fomewhat ainazed, erideauoured to 
n in I ginehiin by ſome honeſt compoſition, which was done: & the more firmely 
ating whiad this accord, Theodomire ſent his lictle ſonne Theodorike ; who 'was not} 
righe {© dove eight of nine yeares of age, in hoſtage ro: Conſtantinople. The Emperour 
& of I bxholding him to be of a good diſpoſition and a braue courage}, very hartily 
lued him; and afrerward Zeno, who ſucceeded bothtothe Empire and affe- 
xerci- I tions of Leo his father-in-law, mucheſteemed this yong man, who arriving 
y the I tomgturity of age ſerued him moſt couragiouſly in braue expeditions ot 
t abs MW wore againſt the Gepides and Balgarians, ſworne enemies of the Empire, | 
This occaſion whereof we ſpeake being offered , Theoderike flyerh like 2 
to ſpi Nerlimto his prey , and leauing the Court of Conſtantinople came into Italy 
dere {tended by gallant troops, ro decide the matter of Empire and life with 
urable {ker He being ful of fire, handled his aduerſary very roughly,and defeated 
te did {bin in three battailes, making him forſake the field , and inforcing him ro 
u fir inovre himſelfe in Ravenne, where he beſieged him, for the ſpace of three 
heend {ſees,rceſolued cither'to looſe his head in Italy, or encircle it with a Crowng 
Wi love, 1; | 
unteth M The farher Theodemire being already deceaſed, his mother the faire 4urelians, 
d after M00 had raigned in F< Gions, entertained an inſatiable deſire ro command 
ec, an! {oerthe moſt important part of the world,and being then in the ficld, ſhe ſpa- 
ryeny Floor to excite the ſoldiers, and advance a ſpurre of fire very farre into the 
erour Fſiutof her ſonne: whereupon it is recounted that Odoacer after ſo long a ſiege, 
broke {itgreduced to an extretne ſcarcity of vicuals, and ſeeing he could not any 
Wger fabfiſt, reſolucd to ſeeke in the hazard of armes,the remedy which he 
ould not find in his languiſbrhene. He eſpyed a time, when the afſaylants 
ted out; with ſo long a reſiſtance, ſeemed now to relent , ſo that by the 
tefie of a faire night he made aſally with his whole army , compoſed of 
ople hungry as wolfes , and refolued ro conquer or dyc in this laſt battel, 
Iieir ſally was (o furious-and vnezpected, that Theedorike , who was other=- 
e of thiP!eagrear Capraine , ſeeing the aſtoniſhment and diſorder of his ſoldiers, 
. az thit*ooke himſelterimely ro light, when this Aurelians his mother,moued with 
d aherÞadent ambition, which gaue her courage aboue her fexe;came before him, 
taking him by the hand had confidence to ſay : My Sonhe- whither goe you? 
| ſent {{*®*#ff of cw0 chin gs doe one,cither fight, or returne into the womb of your mother, Tous 
- recop{® 4 fare 45 1 can perceiue the enemy at your backs , and feare on your forebead ; turne 
defeardÞ® lead againſt the one, and you 5hal chace away the other : 1f you perfiſt in this flight , I 
irefie rather mak e 4 wal of my body to ſtay you, then render my ſelfe a confederate of ſuch an 
art we Jo. | 


es, bel 
| , pay 
himfel 


n callel 
S ſonn, 
eme'0 
ne name 


It is a ſtrayge thing, that the words of a wornan were much ſtronger then 
ſound of rrampets, armes, flight; andthe blaekeapprehenſions of n_ 
This 
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This yong Prince changing his feare intoa generous ſhame, ſpeedily.raliyey 
the troops tharvere beſt reſolued , and haſtnerh to fal vpon lus enemy, with 
ſuch violence, that his ſoldiers ſcemed ſo many flying Dragons, who handleg df 
their matter ſo wel ,that the valiant Odoacer , notwithſtanding his beſt enge;, 
uour,was conſtrained to retire into Rauenns. wy k00 
. Sometime after, ſeeing ;his enemy was inuincile, he cauſed himeb, 
ſought ynto for peace, on ſuch condition, that they ſhould berween-then ofL 
diuide the Kingdome of Italy, to which Theodorike, whether that he was we, ſW*" 
ryed out with {o long a warre, or that he-hoped the more eaſily to 10yne the 
Skinne of the foxe to that of the Lyon, willingly conſented to this counter. 
feit peace. The agreement ſigned, he entered into Raxenns, and thelePrincy, ar 
who were both very braue ſoldiers, embraced before the face gf two arnyes, 
mutually preventing cach other with al manner of courteſy. a 
-:But. oh good God ! what cimeat was cuer found ableenoughto entertaing on 
ambition.and 'amity. in one conſtant ſtaxe2 and what: world hath ar ay | 


time been wide enough to lodge too ambitious men withour a quane} v 
Their -conuerſation too frequent firft ſowed contempts and inolencies : 
among ſoldiers of different Nations, afterward icalouſly crept into thehan; MW" S 

| 


of the Captaines,and diſtruſt into the ſoules of the Soucraignes, who behely ich 
and obſerued one another, as expe&ing who ſhould firſt begin, =. - 
' Theodorike, whether he ſought for ſome pretext, which euer is ſoone enough Ml: ha 
found out-ro colour the greateſt miſchiefes, or whether he vnderſtoad of ; M” M 
defigne entended on the part of his enemy, imagined the earth was ng the 
large enough to giue elbow-roome to his ambition, whilſt odeacer ſharedthe i 
Throne with him ; that there was but one ſunne neceſſary in heauen, and wy 
one King ina Countrey z that he could not endure a Crowne made creſcent. 
wiſe, but that it was very fit he ſhould furniſh out the roundneſle of it'sir- noft 
cle; and for the reſt that man wouid ſooneſt be King , who firſt preuenteghis 
aduerſary. : ED, ian 
Hereupon he reſolued ona horrible aſſaſſinate : for feigning al freind{hip 
atid affection, he_inuited Ogoazer to a magnificent feaſt, which he had prepared As 
for him to be the lalt of his life. It is a great matter, that there muſt be 4 h 
baite alwayes to ſurprize men and birds, and that the greateſt diſaſtergordi- WY, al'y, 
narily happen in the ſports and banquets, when tunes predocainugygy kema | 
Procopius fayth reaſon is ecclypſed. This miſerable King of the Heruli ,made it wel appexte © ag 
that Theoderike hy his oucr-much confidence, that he had not ſo much miſchiefe ia him, as ny -y 


tooke pretext and . . : . , 
reacherouſly flew '® afterwatd imputed to his ashes for he very ioyfully went to this bat- four 
eabſo 


himata banquee, Quet,accompanyed with his ſonne and al the principal of his Kingdome, and 
walked along with great alacrity , hauing no other intention but tq make 
warre againſt diſhes, and nothing leſſe thenat that time to entertaine purps- Th 
ſes of bloud and murder. The reſolution notwihſtanding is taken to make N,, ; **** 
them al paſſe by thedint of ſword,in a place the moſt delightful, where ple 


Sigonius 1,5, de ſures ſeeme'to make men as it were newly borne. They entered into agreat 
Occidentali Impe- hal moſt magnificently furniſhed, and ſat downe at the table ; there was n0 


here am 


Wn bane ni 


F10 1n fine, ſpeachin the beginning, but of mirth , the ſpirit disbanded thinketh on no- "ag; 
thing bur obie&s of pleaſure, when inſtatly rhe ſignal was giuen, & the Gotht | 494 ag 
threw words purpoſely out to offend the moſt ſober patience of the Henk oppo 

So an ancient They anſwered againe what choller and wine ſuggeſted : Theodorike ſtood vp, 1 A 

manuſcript obſer- and taking his ſword ſlew Odoacer with his owne hand; the reſt fel vpon his vgou, 

ueth ir, found in a ſgnne,/and the Princes of the Kingdome, Neuer was there ſeen banquets yalr 

Etbrary at Rome, cavres and Lapithes more vnfortunately exprefſed. Tables & men were oues «ſo " 
whelmed, wine ran mixt with bloud ,the dreadful crycs of the dying mas "wy 
thoſe tremble who were farre enough out of danger, and gaue matters oy 
pirty euento hangmen ; yet for althis nor a man was ſpared; the bodiesmal ary 


gled and bloudy. were caſt one ypon another, & the poore ſoulcs iſſued fort 
2, : in the Weſt,ſe 
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" the micſt of maſſacres and furfets to yeald an account in the Court-hal 
eauen. | * « 
led hat horrours of the abyſle and furies of Diuels ſee you heer? 1 would 
t ow, whether there be any beaſt inthe world that had heaped together in 
ane ſole body,the enraged hunger of wolues,the ſubrilty of foxes, the ſ{tregrh 
de of Lyons, the cruelty of Tygers and Panthers, the poiſon of Baſilis kes,whe- 
em ric may be more dangerous to man, then man himſelfe,when he is poſſeſ- 
0 with a miſchicuous ambition; 
the 0h how happy would the liues of men be, were they not infected with 
Kt Wieſe venemous paſſions, which transforme reaſonable nature into more 
«3, I jqdeous monſters,then thoſe which Poets haue ſet oner the gates of Hel. We 
ves, WW gulſee in the ſequele of this hiſtory , how wickedueſle neuer eſcapeth the 
. Wjcof God, and chat if he come with tcer of lead to chaftiſe it, he notwith- 
anc WI e.cding hath an arme ot iron, to cut vp treacheries by the roor. 
ay WF This murder diuulged, the Herul: rooke armes to reuenge their Prince, but 
ne? WM eCentinels diſpoſed in many places of the Citty , hewed thoſe in pieces, 
cies WI toſbewed themſelues moſt forward; | 
"ans By Thrdorike mace adeclaration very ample, wherein he expreſſed, that that 
held wich cauſed him to reſolue on ſuch an action, was nothing but the ſecurity 
ofhis perſon, againſt which Odoacer had a molt euident defigne, which would 
ugh inſtantly haue appeared inthe depriuaticn of his life and eſtate, had he not 
of 4 withal diligence prenented his enemy. That hedid, whatthe law of nature 
$00 BN ndeined in (o maniteſt a danger , bur that he wil hence forward witneſſe al 
manner of clemency to ſuch as would throw themſclues into his armes, 
, 0d differently ſtretched our to accept the obeience of al the world. 


cent- The great diſtaſt of warre euery one had at that time, the lictle hope the 

SOT. BY oſt mutinous conceiued to reuenge their.quarrels , and the authority of 

ed i 7s the Eaſterne Emperour, 'who ceaſed not to ſupport Theodorike, cau- 
\ Wilagrear filence in armes, and affoorded ful liberty to this ambitious King 

xlbip MW fthe Githes, to become Maſter of Italy. GEM 

pared Wa; forthe reſt , he (; ceing Kome was then as it were like a great oake ouer- 


i be 2 Wirowne, where cuery one haſtneth on al ſides to ger the ſpoile, and that the 
had, V;ſigothes, and Burgundians might aſpire , as he, tothe conqueſt of 1raly; 
rh,and kemade alliances with al thoſe Princes, and eſpecially with Clodoueus , who 
Pet Fathartime reigned, whoſe ſiſter he rooke in marriage. Beſides, rhe Empe- 
wit Zeno, that had cuer vpheld him , happening to dye, as Anaſtaſius his ſuc- 
«four made ſhew to cauſe an alteration in affaires, and would render him= 
de abſolute in the Weſt, this man knew ſo wel how to play his part, that he 
lnerted his ambitions another way. 

There is alſo a lctter to be found in Cafiodorus which he wrote to this 
bfefiw, deputing a ſolemne Embaſſadge to him for the obraining of peace, 


re ple here among other things he ſaith: That it is good reaſon they sbuuld ſecke ſor peace, 
Cd TP cauſe ro make warre z and that the man wadeth farre into wrong , who giveth 
pert efimony of any diſpofition ro receine conditions ſuteable to juſtice. As for himſelfe he 


twledged the Emperour , 4s the prime dignity raiſed aboue al other Kingdomes , and to 
| the ſupport of the whole world, and that one of the greateſt fawpurs from God , which be 
tht an) time receiued, was to haue learned in the Court of Conſtantinople , baw be 
Pr co gouerne che Romans. That he knowes the authority of the Emperour is the only 
ef al the policy in the world , and that ſo much 4s God hath exalted him abous other 


_— (es, ſo much would he humble himfelfe vnder this Monarch, from whom he 1equireth moſt 
wx "0 awity , chat be may beereafter apply himſelfe to al that which may appertaine to bis 
_- of ur and ſeruice. 


eg mil The Emperour Anaſtaſius , Who according to the humonrs of his turbulent 
a corth Pit cur himſclfe worke enough our in the Eaſt, not goingto ſecke tor it1n 
i in te. Weſt, ſeeing that he ſer himlelte into the coditions of a —— his 

ortune 
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fortune might already put into his mouth words armed tor command, ſug, if bc 
red him to gnaw his boue in ſecure peace, The Romans conſ1 lering , thatheg, Ki 
des force of armes he had the conſent ot two Emperours of the E alt willing. f 1" 
ly receiued him, vnder hope they had to ſee ſome tranquility ſucceed ak 6! 
ſo many ſtormes, which had afflicted their Stare, 

Behold how from a Knight of fortune he arrined to the dignity of y 


P4 


Emperour : he being notwithſtanding reſolued neuer to take vpon him ti, 
1 itle of Emperour, but contenting himſelfe with the name of King, thereby 
to decline the icalouſy of thoſe, who were very capable of ir. He thar Woul 
* conſider the qualities of his perſon, which contributed to enthrone himjq, 
place ſo eminent , ſhal find, that beſides military vertue, he had other Pary 
very worthy to gouerne, were it not that his ſpirit was drenched both jnjy, 
mane policy andlong proſperities, which ſcrued as diſloyal nurſes toſinge, 

It ſcemeth that Sidonius Apollinaris had ſtudied him, and ſummed him , 
cuento the haires of his head, when inthe ſecond Epiltle of his firſt book}, 
ſo curiouſly deſcribeth him, and ſaith among other things : He hada boy 
exceedingly wel proportioned, the top of his head wel circled , HS eye. 
browes thicke,his haire long, his noſe hooked, his lips ſotr, his teerh of Iuory 
his complexion white mingled with vermilion,which quickly bluſhed, mor 
through ſhamefaſtnes then choller , his body very comely, his armes ſtrong 

his hands ſlender, his breaſt ful, his leg plump, his feer {mal to ſuppor 
great body, 

He addeth, that concerning his manners, he ordinarily prayed bef 
breake of day in the preſence of his Biſhops, who were Arians, withoutnoil 
or attendance, and that afterward he applyed himlclfe to affaires, andgas 
audience to Embaſſages and petitions, where he heard much and ſpakelitl 
cuer ſhewing himlelte very retentiue inreſolutions, and moſt promptintis 
expe. ition of that which he had reſolued on. From thence he wenttoſur 
his Arſenal, his Magazins , his ſtables, and his treaſures; or he went on hu 
ting, being naturally ſo dexterous in thooting , that infallibly he wouldnat 
miile the marke, Afterexerciſes he tooke his repaſt ; where he loued tobe 
entertained with ſerious things , and as for that which concerned his tab 
there might be ſeen ( ſaith he) The natmeneſſe of Grecians, the plenty of Frend 
the promprneſſe of Italians, & 4deſcipline truly Royal, 1t after dinner he played 
dice, his cuſtome was tobe (ilent when he wonne, to laugh when he loſt an 
ncuer to be angry, bur rather to take occaſion to ſpeake ſome good word 
and cuer handled dice as manly as armes, 

For the reſt, he was ſo good a gameſter, that not diſquieting himſelfeat 
he reioyced to ſee his ſubie&s in humour againſt him, and fo deſpoyled hin 


| 


ſclfe in game of affeRed grauity,thar he ſeemed to haue no other feare,buttY Ppoint 
be feared.1t did him good then to be asked ſome fauour,and ſuch a one off thePaly 
times loſt in game with him, who wonne his ſuit, Very hig 

About three of the clocke the burden of affaires of the Kingdome hf 4 of th, 


their rurne, wherein he rendred himſelfe very ſcrious til the time of ſupp} The 
Ennodrus in his Panigyrike ſaith, that he honoured the Royal purple vif whereby 
the rayes of his countenance, and that there was not in the world a habit\Y ime, an 
beautiful, which he made not more luſtrous by wearing it on his body : tif} Empero 
his eyes had the ſerenity of the ſpring, & that his hands were worthy top Made c} 
death to rebels, and matter of vowes to his ſubie&s : That al which Diadeqy ene, 
performe inthe perſon of other Emperours, nature had done in him;andtil} Althe 
nothing in him was wanting but an heire: for the truth is, he dyed , notis frrow,ſ 
uing any ſonne to ſucceed him. ſhine | 
Reader, I haue been willing to preſent vnto you ſuccin&ly the greati®"F Ir w3 
lation of the Empire into which our Boerws fel;and the qualities of hisFc be had vi 


cutour, who degenerarcd afterward into ſo much barbariſme. Bur mo the inſt 
6 [ 


THE STATESMAN, 229 


ſuf tchold, what he did by the counſel of our great Boetius in the manage of his 

4 Kingdome 3 tO the end you may hauc ſo much-the more horrour of his wicked 
jngratirude ,W ho ſlew this holy man, that was as the Iatelligence and Angel 
Guardian of h1sS State. 


min; - SECTION IV. 


ae. The entrance of Theodorike into Rome, and: his happy gouernment 


ook he by the counſel of Boetins, 

a body 

1s eye: 

iuorr : | 

_ SH EO DORIXE hauing pacifyed the Citty of Rauenna; 

ſtrom =]; & made himſelte Maſter of the moſt important places 

ppor "oa Ot his Kingdome, went to Rome with the moſt flou- 
a= rihing troups of Italy, where he was receiued in the 

a manncr of ancient triumphes z which exceedingly 

Se) Rx plcaſed the people, who at that time reſembled the 

ndgar pg carth, which ariſeth from the ſnowes of winter , as 

WA SAY from a tomb, to become yong againe with the ſweet 

inti . —=2Y breath of the ſpring. 

ofur So many yeares were flipt away wherzn they had not ſeen any thing bur 

»n hg diviſions , rroubles , famine , and bloud ; when this Prince came to appeare 

uld noel vpon che rriumphant Chariot, with his golden armes, which gaue hima mer- 

<d toe} naylous maicſty , beſides the graces he had from nature, they thought they 

;« tableſl beheld a ſtarre newly deſcended from heauen, and followed him with infinic 

Frag acclamations in witnefle of affe&ion, 

layed} He being aligited arrhe Palace, Boetius, who was the principal man of the 

loſt vorld in nobility , wit , and learning, was choſen out ws al the Senate to 


make him an oration:In which, being then in ful vigour of eloquence,he moſt 


1 word! : 
duinely acquired himſclfe.1tis a great lofle, that poſterity hath not preſerued 


fears brave a monument of this rare ſpirit, to enchaſe ir now preſently in this 
ledhiof worke. From thence the King paſſed to the Circus, which was a large place 
re.burÞ] 2ppointed for louſts and Tournaments, and ſtaying himſelfe at aplace called 


thePalme of gold , he cauſed his throne to be magnificently ſeated in a place 
very high raiſed, & round abour him benches for the Senatours, who appeared 
aof them cloathed with robes of their order, 


ne oftet 


lomeT 

ſupp! There he made an oration ful of {weetnes in preſence of al the people, 
ple wiſh viereby he declared he had a purpoſe to reujue the ancient magnificence of 
a habit} ke, and vehemently ro deſire ro conforme himlſelfe to the faſhions of thoſe 


ody :tf Emperours, who had been the moſt zealous forthe Weale-publike : which 
hy cog made rhe whole world conceiue moſt exccllent hopes of his gouerne- 
Diad = nent, 

andy Althe Citty was then in pompe,liketo anoble Lady,who hauing laid aſide 
notlt frrow,ſuddely appeareth inthe brauery of a bright habit, Neuer day ſeemed 

tſhine morereſplendently to an afflicted people, 

reatrelſ It was in theſame time that $,Fulgentizs comming from Afrike to Rome, after 
his Peri he had Viſited the Churches of the Martyrs , paſſed along by the Circus art 
owed tie inſtant, when. al theſe gallant ccremonics were pertormed , where 
bel | X he 


3 
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he was ſo rauiſhed beholding the maieſty of the Emperour , the glory of 
his Senate, the luſtre of his nobility , the magnificence of the place, andthe 
Quan ſpecieſ« debt throng of innumerable people, that he cryed out : 0h how beauriſul i leruſalen 
En ek the celeſtial, ſince Rome the terreſtrial at this day appearetb with ſuch ſplendour | Guud God! 
Koma des.) Es ſe if you allow ſo much honour on earth to thoſe who follow Vanuy , what glor ) wil yuu giuein 
In hoc ſeculod.uur heauen to your Saints, Who Shal behuld veru)? 
£201 honoris dignitas = The ceremony being ended , the King entertained al the Senate in x feat 
| _— — hows » Worthy of his greatnes, anddifſtributed liberalitiesto the people, which ſee. 
glorti rribuerur San. MC tO renew the face of ancient Rome, He dif poſed himſelte preſently to viſt 
fir comemplamibus al the places of the Citty, to know the condition of his Senatours,to informg 
veritazem? himſelfe of the humour of the people, to obſerue the ſtare of affaires, angry 
conſtitute the gouernement. 

It is moſt certaine he was indowed with a natural wit good enough, by 
he had withal ſo little experience inciuil affaires, that he had much adoe tg 
gne ordinary diſpatches. 

Anonymus Author Behold the cauſe why a nameleſſe Authour , who wrote his lifeina very 
EN Ft low ſtile, witnefſeth, that he vſually figning with foure lerters,cauſed themtg 
be cut in copper , and clapping them on the paper ferched the draught of hig 
pen round about, to ſerue as a model, tothe end that by this meanes hemight 
giune ſomewhat the better torme to his writing. This want of experience cay. 
ſed himtotye himſelfe conſtantly to two great States-men , wherofthefirſt 
Idem author teſla- was Our Boetivs, whom he made Maſter of Offices, and Superintendent of hi 
tur, houſe, inſuch ſort , that al paſſed by his counſel: the other was Cafindny, of 
whom he made vſe, as of a moſt able and faithtal Secretary, todi&arte althe 
letters and proceeding of the Kingdome. 

Boetins , whom he inthe beginning loued as the apple of his eye, andho. 
noured as his father, gauc him the formes and maximes of al that excellent 
policy, which we behold fo reſplendent in his gouernment, I wil heer couch 
ſome of them, that Politicians may ſee the happineſle, which commonly wai- 
tcth on States guided by the wayes of conſcience, 

The firſt maxime was, that King Theodorike, being an Arian,ſhould not only 
abſtaine trom perſecuring and afflicting the Catholike Church in any kind 
woatſocuer, eyther of himſclte or by any of his, but on the contrary thould 
cheriſh, honour, prote&, and maintaine it with al the extent of his authority; 
becauſe the experience of Ages had made it appeare, that thoſe who werein- 
terclled inthe perplexities of Religions contrary to the Catholike , hadproſ- 
pered very il: an that not going any further, the deportments of the Emye- 
rour Anaſtaſius, who then reigned in Conſtantinople, made it maniteſt enough, ſince 
he had inuolued himſelfe in the hatred of the Clergy and people, to ſupport 
with paſſion certaine nouelties : and how onthe contrary , ordinary pradiſe 
had diſcouered,that al Monarchs, whe had entertained good correſpondence 
& reſpe& with Ecclefiaſtikes,were euermore honoured in their gouernment, 
and much happier inthe ſucceſle of their affaires. 

Theodorik e ſo wel obſerued this maxime, that to witneſle the zeale he bare 
ro our Religion, he cauſed the head of one of his officers to be cut oft , who 
Theo lorus Ana- hauing been bred inthe Catholike Church , became an A4rian,thinking by this 
_. cog, Meanes to be aduanced into the good fauour of his Maſter, Bur this brauc 
ovaak bo \ mas King, My ſreind, ſaith he, fince thou baſt been difl-yal ro God, I can newer thinks thou wil be 
evY2orh ovnatac, faithful ro thy Prince. Thou shalt wasb away the ſtaine of tby treachery with thy bloud, to 
622Þ 169 vyiizcv- reach poſterity , thou muſt not mingle the intereſts of God , with the prophane pr etenſes of ih 
"_ fortunes. | 
He ſhewed himſclfe very zealous to preſerue peace inthe Church, inamol 
dangerous ſchiſine raiſcd in his time. For Pope Anaſtsſius being deceaſed, and 
they proceeding lawtully to the ele&ion of Symmachus , there was 2 Senarout 


of an vnquiet ſpirit , who deſirous to make a Pope at the deuotion of the 
; Emperor 
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: 27r 
Emperour Of Conſtantinople , ſo to countenance his extratiigancies gbanded 
Altar againſt Altar : 8& cauſed an Antipope to be choſen, named Laurentius, 
which rent both Scnatc and Clergy into great partialities.Bur Theudorik « very 


ſpeedily quenched the fire, and being wel informed of the buſines, ſecing 
gmmachus vv As firſt ele&ed, and ſupporced by che ſoundelt part, he mantained 
timwirh a ſtrong hand againd altheenterprizes of aduerſarics; whodurſt 
notin che end refilt his authority. 2 = 
Belides, hauing publiſhed an Edict againſt che fauourers of the Heruli;who 
lexed the prouince of Genoa and Milan whither they were retired; thar fel 
qutto be the cauſe of very many miſeries and teares among the poore peo. 
ple, who hauing no ſupport {6 helpful vnto them as the Biſhops, threw them-= 
{ues into the armes of Epiphanes an Laurens, both great Saints and great 
Trelats, the one of Paws , the other of Allan, Epiphanes vadertooke to fpeake; 
1nd ſaid roche King: | EP | 
STR , Should 1 beere reckon vp al the fauours which you haue receaued from God, 
_night make you 4ppeare more ſparing in your defires, then be hath been ut his liberalities; 
e jou have a5ket nothing of heauen which hath not ever ſurmounted your vowes and 
bypes, But nog £0 ſpeake at this time of ſo many prodigies, ist not 4 very great wonder to ſee 
0 00 iaftice in the throne of your enemy,and tv bebold vs pleading the cauſe o f Jour ſeraants, 
mi ſuch s confidence , in 4 place ,'which the tertonr of armes had heertojore rendred 6 
htadſul? | | | | 
$jr, it is the Sauiogr of che world , who hath giuen into your hand this people , which 
habcharged vs with their requeſts, Take good beed , how you offend him byil vſing the guift 
k bath afforded you. Know how 4n inu:ſible power hath led you by the band into ſo many 
mcounters and battels , that the aire , r4ine , and ſeaſons haue favoured your ſtandarts, as if 
the had been to you engaged, Now is the time you muſt acknowledge ſo many benefits by yorr 
jity , not deſp;ing the teares of the afflicted , which are che ſacrifices'ef ſuppliants. The 
examples of your Predeceſſours, Who baus been caſt out of the throne ſor chew miquity, shew, 
Ju cannot eſt ablish it but in your Vertues, — 
pon this confileration your Countrey proſtrate at Jour feet , moſt humbly beggeth; 
ju would be pleaſed to ſ-veeten the rigour of your lawes, not only by domg good to the inve= 
cant, but by pardoning the culpable. For very little would our clemency be , if we did only 
difeine to ftrik.g thoſe who haue giuen offence ro none , not conſidering mercy is not made jor 
#1 but the miſerable. In rewenging your iniuries you 5hal doe like men of ihe earth, and by 
podening , share in glory with that great Monarch of beanen , who daily maketh bis ſunne to 
thine 0n criminal beads, as wel 4s the moſt innocent. oy 
The King maJe a moſt curteous anſwer, ſaying : There was no reaſon that 
earthly powers ſhould reſiſt the prayers of Biſhops, who made heauen pro- 
pitious: and thar he remirted to al in general the puniſhments of death , or- 


Gined by lawes 3 but in ſo much'thar the vicer muſt be purged leaſt by piic rranfronct a4 
hewing himſclfe too indulgent to vices, he might me them paſſe into poſteres qu preſen- 
example for poſterity , the conſideration of his ſtate required the Ay- #bus culpis ignoſcid, 


thours of (edition ſhould be remoued, to the end their preſence might not 
foment the euil. 

The reply was found very reaſohable, and letters of grace inſtantly dif. 
oy by V1bicw,who was one of the chiefeſt officers in the Court for expe- 

tions, | 

| Hefatisfied not himſclfe with this fauour : but calling the good Biſhop 
nto his cabinet, hauing highly commended him ; ſent him among the Gaules 
to redecme the Italian prifoners there, by reaſon the Burgundians in certaine 
ncurſions had taken away very many : and others ouerwhelmed with the mi- 
ſeries, which proceed from civil warres , were voluntarily ſtept afide; The 
King gave commiſſion to the Biſhops to rally chem to their troops , libe- 
ally defraying the charges that were neceſſary. 


There is alſo found one amongſt his lerters, addreſſed to Count Adels, Caſſiedor.l.a.c.9; 


X 2 wherien 
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wherein he witneſſeth, that though he had a great deſire to preſerue his peo. 
- ple in ful peace and repoſe, becauſe the glory of a Prince conſiſteth inch 
tranquility of his \ubie&s ; yer that he priucipally intended the Churches 
ſhould enioy this fauour , ſince in-obliging them the mercies and bleſſings of 
God were drawne on his Kingdome : and purſuing this courſe he commangeg 
Duke 14. to cauſe al the Eccleſiaſtical poſſeſſions to be reſtored , which ſome 
had vſurped in Languedoc , after the death of 4lnike, Obſerue the good founds. 
tions of piety which he layed by the counſel of Beetius, 
The ſecond Maxime was, to bend al his endeauours , andimploy his ef 
thoughts tor the comfort of the people, becauſe there 1s not any way mory 
powertul, to gaine the harts of al the world, then by ſweerning the ſharpneggf 
the times preſent, or the burdens of the paſſed, We haue ſeen (ſaid he) by ex. 
perience, that thoſe who are deſirous to poſleſle gol.i without the loueof the 
people, haue been very vnſafe ;that Kings differ not from other men, bur jy 
being powerful to doc good, and that the common ſort meaſure their preg. 
neſle only by their bounty : that is it, which heertofore made the Godsof 
Gentiles , and which maintaineth Monarchies on the fire rocke ofcon. 
{tancy, 
Eallodor.Lebep Theodmiks imbraced this care moſt particularly , for he punQuallyenqui. 
36, ++ t redafter the loſſes of his poore ſubieRs, and if hefound any moleſtedbythe 
paſſage of ſome troops , or other like , hereleaſed them of taxes and ordinary 
ſubſidies : as it may yet be ſeen in his letters, and namely in one which he 
wrot to Preſident Fauſtus, wherein he commanded him to hold his hand in 
Lib,z, epiſ.8, this bulines, Becauſe ( (aith he ) 4 body oner-burdened finketh to the ground,and thatit 
Were better to deſpiſe a ſlight gaine , then to depriue mmſelfe of pretious things , recti 
wed from the lone of ſubteits. The rider which glideth along (ſaid he) though it doe wa other 
{pou , ftil worketh out its channel; ſo companies of ſoldiers , which paſſe through townes and 
pul ages,though military diſcipline be there obſerued , faile not to bring thither with them much 
domage , & therſore it was bis pleaſure , the places should be recompenced which bad been 
onercharged, 
 Forthe ſamereaſon, he appointed fifteen hundred crownes of almestobe 
deliuered to the vencrable Biſhop S. Sexerinus, to diſtribute them amongthe 
peaſants, which he knew had been vexed with the harbouring of certaine 
warlike companies. Verily, as it is no {mal temerity in particular men, who 
haue neither any charge nor knowledgeot affaires, to argue great men vpon 
tributes, and the husbanding of their treaſures; ſo would it be a negle@to 
conceale from them vpon occaſions the moleration' they ought to vſcheerin, 
ſince itisſo exactly recommended by the law of God, and publiſhed inal 
hiltoties, 

Ifa ſtranger raiſed from the bottome of barbariſme,ſhewed himſelfſoRe- 
ligious in matters of ſubſidies towards men, whom his armes had newly made 
tributary, Princesand Lords of Chriſtendome haue good canſe to conſider 
what they owe toa people, which is giuenthem as ro tathers and Protectonrs 
of the publike, There is nodoubt , but the cxorbitancies;committed in ſuch 
like aftaires, aremoſt important charges of conſcience, which much clog 
ſoule in the agonies ot death,and in the dreadful judgement of Almighty 
God. 

There is alſo fo be ſeen an Edi& of the ſame Prince, where hauing vnder- 
ſtood that in the payment of taxes, the rich made the heauieſt part of the 
burden to fal vpon the ſhoulders of the meaner , and that the vndertakersf 
this bufines il behaued themſclues therein; he deteſteth al theſe abuſes, as 
injuries done to his owne perſon, and gaue ful liberty to choſe who had been 
wronged to complaine to him, that ſuch order might be taken , as he ſhould 
iudge reaſonable.This manner of proceeding made him ſo beloued , that other 

Priaccs hauiag palled away like dreames of one night, he reignedthurty po 
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4moſt ſupereminent degree of reſpe@, which thoſe, euen of the religion 
qatrary to his owne, bare him. | 

The third Maxime giuen him by Boetizs was to make himſelfe moſt exa& 
athe excrciſe of juſtice, becauſe it is the baſis of thrones , & the ſpiric which 
qimatech al gouernement:and he ſo deeply impreſſed this in his hart,that the 
efire he had to render euery one what was his, was Changed in him to a moſt 
vdent chirſt , and a continual hunger. He ſelc&ed out the moſt vntainted and 
wcorrupted Gouernours he could find,and ſpaketheſe words vato them,rela- 
xyby Caf10dorus: | 

Ve the matters ſo, that Iudges of Proginces may be very careſul in the obſeruation of 
Ines; that Tribunals ſpare not 18 thunder out ſentences agamſt 11 manners ; that thienes 
1 feare the gates of your Palaces; that the adulterer may tremble before a chaſt Officer;that 
teforger ma) feele borrour at the voice 'of 4 Herauld ; & that al crimes may be banished 

aur territory : That no man opprefſe the poore; that perſecutours be apprehended and 
wſued, 45 d1ſtur bers 0 f publike r: poſe. Tou sbal make & general peace when jou bage beaten 


lynn 6 autbogrs of michieſs which are committed. Let Captaines conteyne then ſoldiers in Caſſiodor. var. 
{manner of diſcopline, in ſuch ſort char tbe labourer,the marchant, the ſailer,& the artificer, 1. 12. mibs propria 


1 nderſtand armes are not made, but for their defence. 1 wil nat likewiſe that my neenſt 974 &'apſa ft; peſt 
c#4 'tm generalemn cap 
a > cout v Bodi 
Ine deſported my (riſe of my proper intere ſts. 1 wish wel to mine, bat in the gencality, _—— — Py 
Purſuing theſe maximes | wil recount an admirable paſſage which he vſed quod peſtit eſt rome 
wong others,to make his iuſtice remarkable, A Roman Lady left widow by mw. 
Manuſcriprum P, 
getly RoJne from her, & in ſcruitude bred vp in another Ptouince, This chil Mm _ 
gowne vpa yong man,receiued notice from a good hand, that he was of free Laurentius 


enrzRion, and ſonne of a Lady whoſe name was giuen him, her aboad, and al Venetus. 


ashe pardoned in an) caſe of inſt1cefince 1 haue taken the Common-wealth into my charge 
thedeach of her husband , had loſt a ſonne borne of this mariage, who was ſe. 


circumſtances , which cauſed himto vndertakea voyage to Rome with inten« 
tonto make himſelte knowne vnto her, He camedire&ly ro his mother, who 
wsmuch perplexed with certaine loue-affaires, hauing betrothed her ſelfe ro 
2nan,who often promiſed her marriage yer neuer accompliſhed it,This louer 
theaabſenr , and dereined by vrgent affaires very farre from Rome , the Lady 
kadthe ſpace of abour thirty daies free, wherin ſhe kept this yong man in her 
bouſe, ackaowledging him , and particularly auowing him for her ſonne, 
throughly conuinced by euident tokens, ſothatthen her charity was ſo great 
towards him , that ſhe ceaſed not to weep for ioy in the recouery of her loſle, 
Thethirry dayes expired, the louer returned, and ſceing this gueſt ntwly 
gmeto her houſe demandeth of the Lady what man he was, & from whence 
I came, She freely anſwered , he was her ſonne. He, whether moued by 
ealouſy , thinking this might be but a colour, or that pretending the mar- 
tage of the widow he would not haue a charge of children, plainely rold her, 
beſent not away this found child from her lodging , neuer ſhould ſhe haue 
ay ſhare in his affeRion. The vnhappy creature ſurprized with loue, to ſerue 
bis paſſion , renounceth her owne entrailes, and readily baniſheth from her 
bouſe this ſonne , ouer whom ſhe had ſo many teares, The yong man ſeeing 
tinſelfe as between the hammer and the anuil , in ſo great a neceſlity 
of his affayres , haſtneth to require iuſtice of the King , who moſt willingly 
teard him, and commanded the Lady ſhould be brought before him to be 
fronted by him. She ſtoutly denyed al the pretenſions of this yong man, 
lying He was av impoſtour and vngrateful,who not contenting bimſelfe to haue receined 
te charities of 4 poore creature in her bouſe , heedes would challenge the tnbcritance of chil= 
bes. The ſonne on the other ſide wept bitterly, and gaue aſſurance ſhe had ac« 
knowledged him for her owne , very liuely repreſenting al the proofs which 
pailion and intereſt pur into his mouth, 
The King ſounded al paſſages to enter into the hart of the Lady , and 
Uked her whether ſhe were not reſolucd ro marry _ She _— 
3 | 


Epiſt, 3, Lib. 4. 
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if she met with 4 man ſuteable to her , she would doe what God slould inſpire hy, Th 
King replyed : Behold him beer , ſince you baue lodged this gueſt thirty dayesm Jour boſe 
and baue acknowledged him ſo freely , what 1s the cauſe why you may net marry hy? The 
Lady anſwered : He had net any meanes, which euer is neceſſary for boushold expence, (1 
to what may Jour ſtate truly amount, ſaith the King? The Lady replied Sbe was We 
wel worth a thouſand crownes , which ws a great riches in that rme. Wel (ſayth The, 
dorike) I wil giue as much to this yong man for bis marriage , on this condition ,thatzu 
sbal marry him. She much amazed began to waxe pale, bluſh, tremble, ang to 
ſhew al the countenances of a perplexed woman, who ſought to excuſe hex; 
ſelfe , bur falrered in her ſpeach, The King yerro affright her more » ſwore 
deeply ſhe ſhould marry him preſently, or tel lawful cauſes of impedimeny, 
The poore woman condemned by the voice of nature which cryed in herhare 
and hauing horrour of the crime propoſed vnto her , calt herſcltear the fees 
of the King with much profuſion of teares,confeſling her loues,diflimulation, 


- and miſhap. Then this great Prince taking the word trom her: Are nor Jouumi. 


ſerable woman( ſaith he) ro renounce your owne bloud ſor 4 villaine » Wh» bath decayed 
Jou? Get you to your houſe , forſak etheſe ſond aff Qons , and liue in the conditions of s good 
widdow, taking vnio you ſuch ſupport from Your ſonne , 46 ne by nature ou gbto affoord Jou, 
T leaue torelate a ſingular example, vpon the ſame ſubie&, whichl drew from 
the Chronicles of Alexandria,and cited 1n the third booke and one & tyenticth 
Section of my firſt Tome, | 

The fourth Maxime , which Theodoriks received from our oracle, wast9 
place deſeruing men in offices, and to ground his State vpon rewards and pu. 
niſhments, which the ancient Democritus ſaid, were the Diuinities of Commog. 
wealths. 

The King laied this counſel vp in his hart, & preſently made Boetiu Super. 
intendent of offices and dignities, to the end his iudgement might be agthe 
Character of the excellent qualities of ſuch as ſhould haue principal Com. 
miſſions. There was no ſpeach at al eyther of fauour, fleſh, bloud, or nation; 
alrewards were tor menof iuJgement & vertue : when any one was deſigned 
for ſome office, long and ſerious inquiry was made of his condition , which 
being throughly knowne, the King gaue approbation of him, by writingto 
the Senare , or forgot not to put into account al his ſeruices and laudable 
ations, to the end rhe ſincerity of his proceedings might be knowne, and 
that he might caſt a double luſtre vypon him, who receiued ſo great abenefit 
from his hands. | | 

We may behold the pra&ize heerof in many letters, which are tobe found 
vpon this ſubic&, and namely in the aduancement of Caſiioderus to the dignity 
of a Patrician, where the King writing vnto him letters ful of reſpe& , makesa 
narration of his life and fun&tions, wherin he had very wel ſerued his Maieſty; 
and then ſaith vnto him : Eny now the recompence of your trauel , and doubly taketht 
intereſls, which you haue con:emnes for the publike , for there are noriches more gloriow,thes 
to ſee your vertues crowned both by the teſtimony of the Prince, &- by the praiſes whubpruted 

f- om the mouth of al the world, It is 4 great happmeſſe to oblige a King to conſeſſe, that « ſub- 
rect barb that already by his merit, which be grants him by bi liberality. 

This gaue ſogreat encouragement to the nobility ro diſpoſe themſeluesto 
honour, by the degrees of honeſty , that in few yeares the Court was repleni- 
ſhed with perſons qualityed with parts of ſcience and conſcience, whichare 
the two ſources of good affaires. 

The fifth Maxime was the good husbanding of treaſures, which are not 
only the ſinewes, but the ſoule, bloud, and life of the people. 

le muſt be confeſſed, that the States of the worldare ſubie&to great mals 
dies: one while there is a drowlincs in affaires,that is the lethargy: ſometimes 
a humour peccant and maligne, compoſed of paſſions & crrours which beſicge 


the vnderſtanding , that 1s the epilepſy : ſometimes obſtacles , which _—_ 
| the 
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. The Wl the light of g001J counſcl, & they are cataraQtes, which grow ypon the eyes: 
bouſe, MW fmetimes obdurations againſt good aduile, that 1s hardnes In the eares: 
? The Ml bmerimes a malicious filence of truth , that is the ſqinancy : ſometimes op- 
e. nd ons, that is ſhortnes of breath : ſometimes waat of courage, & thole are 
45 y heeuils of the hare: ſomerimes there is raiſed an exorbitant auarice, thar is 
Thee. MW hebulimy or dog-hunger: ſometimes coldnes and remitines ro vnlock cofers 
bat ws WY or neceſſary vies, that is the gowt inthe hand: ſometimes negligences op- 
Ind to unely to take occaſions, and that is the growt in the feet : ſomerimes 
ſe ber. MW fery ambitions and enraged auarice, and they are feauers: ſomerimes you 
ſwore Wy obſcrue malignities and inteſtine warres, which may be called the ſtone, 
ment, MW yccephrerike paynes:ſomerimes bloudy agonies,tearmed difſenteries:ſome- 
rhare, Wl toes great corruptions of manners, that is the cachochimy : ſometimes ſud- 
ic feee Ml line diſturbances, they are Eryſepelies: ſometimes [teaches of hidden cri- 
ation, Wl nes,and that 1s an infe&ion of the noſe which the Grecians cal Lozena : ſome= 
16:4 Mie there arc diſcouered ſpots of impiety, that is the Leproſy : {oamerimes 
eceued Ml vimporency in al the members, that is the palſy:ſomerimes a taintnes ouer 
 ax0d Wl the vital parts, rhar is the ptiſike, 
14100, WM Neuer ſhould he have done who would keep an account of al the mala- 
from Wis, which are cuer dangerous in their ſources, & morral in their iJues; but 
oticth MW tisptiake,which dryecth vp the body,and maketh ot a liuing man a kind of 
keftre or anaromy , is none of the lealt accidents: and this happeneth to a 
wasto Wmerhrough the il mannage of treaſures, contrary to the loyalry due to the 
nd pu. Whnedperſon of Kings. Thar is it, which maketh ſoldiers to mutine, which 
mon. MW ofeaderh the great, and giueth matter of indignation to the molt reaſona» 
tle, and of murmur to al the world : whiles the one account in ſubſtance rhe 
Super. Wl gld and filuer which they haue purloyned, and the other reckon in idza 
as the Wit which is ſpenr , entertaining their thoughts with the deſire of athing a 
Com. W fmrcoff, as-if one would warme himſelfe with the memory of fire. 
ation, W Thisis it which bringeth contempt of a Common-wealth abroad, weake- 
ſigned Wiz home, and miſery on al ſides : which maketh the people hungry, and a 
which Whirince necefſicous in his owne, houſe, The effes of this diſeaſe are betrer 
tingto WE kowne then the remedies thereof praftized : for there are ordinarily in al 
udable W iate-many reformers, who haue verily notable deſignes vpon treaſures; but 
e,and WW there is the 1: ke viſe made of them, as of tooth-picks before dinner, 
benefit W- iohey is of the ſ<& of inuilibles, no man knowes what becomes of it in 


bmany hands; thoſe who abuſe it have ſome kind of iugling trickes which 


found MW incl eyes, whilſt they fil their purſes, lt is a goodly plant, as that which 1s 
lignity WW aled the Aﬀodil pr Scepter-royal, which breeds bad little wormes, that 
iakesa Mp al the ſubſtance thereof, and hide them(ſclues vader the leaues , til ſuch 
aieſty; Wine that getting wings, they become butterflyes al ſpeckled ouer with 
takethe Whoners,and brauc it oucr men in theaire, whom they durſt not behold vpon 
ow, then Wl the earth, : 

þ proceed MW | The State of Great-ones is alſo an a:lmirable tree, but it oftentimes caue- 
at 4 ſub With vnder ir's faire verdure, colour, and beauty , men which gnaw like wor- 


ves, and who frame themſclaes wings al enameled with glory at the charge 
thepublike,ro rake their flight ouer the heads of ſo many mortals, whom 
ttey looke vpon with a ſcorneful eye, as if they had no turther memory of 
lecarth which barc them, | 

A Prince cannot more oblige his State, then to haue an eye opento al 
tteſe diſorders, and to make his money diſtil like bloud through al the vei- 
tz of the body, referuing cuer good treaſures to render himſelfe helpful to 
lisfubiecs \terrible to his enemies , honourable to his allies, and neceſſary 
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t mala- 


etimes I 0althe world. 
deſiege Theodorike became fo wel verſed in this Maxime, that he let notas it were 
hinder Fidy paſſe, wherein he caſt nor his eyes ypou the treaſure of his Exchequer, 
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and that he tooke not the paine himſclfeto ſumme vp his reuenewes ang 
expences, to conforme his vndertakings to his coyne. He was moſt exzg 
to draw into his coffers al innocent gaines and honeſt emoluments, as much 
as he could, preſeruing the very charitably for the neceſſities of theRealne, 
We may ſce this inmany of his letters, & eſpecially inthat which he wrotrs 
Saturninus and Verluſius , where he recommendeth vnto them to hane a great 
care of that, which is the beſt part of his rreaſures;and thar as he deſirethnge 
to burden his people , ſo would he not haue lawful monyes to be loſt, fe 
CaTiod.11.Ep 19. giueth a reaſon heerof, which is very notable : 1 haue reaſon to auoid Power 
Indigemie iu/te [v8 ( (2yth he ) becauſe it is the mother of exceſſe , and that there is nothing more pernitns 
mur que ſuade. ex- || h in Empire, The inquiry which I mak.g after my rights is th 
ceſſus dum pernicioſs then to be poore in Empire, quiry 4 y rights ts the profeſaon of 
res ef 1m imperamte #Inocency,and that as | would net auarice and extor ſions should Taigne in my Palace , fo wil 
rrmwitas I from thence bamsb necefſtty. | 
Ex epiſt.24. l, 5, The fixt Maxime was that, which the ſeauenty Sages gaue among many 
other to King Prolomy , when he asked of them the meanes how to gouerne 
wel. It was their counſel to haue,euen in tyme of peace, warlike troops wel 
entertained and guided, to adde maieſty to his State and terrour to his ene. 
mies. Thar is it which 4uguſtw Ceſar did , to conſtitute his Empire , when he 
appointed certaine reuenewes, which he would not hauc imployed on any 
other thing, but the entertainement of ſoldiers, That is it, whichthe Comon- 
wealth did before him,cuer holding in neceſſary places ſoldiers wel diſcipli. 
| ned. That is it, which by the report of Valerins Maximus gaue Citries, Provinces, 
Res preliorum bens and Kingdomes to the people of Rome. And Theodortke wel acquited himſelfe 


diſponitwr, quoties in vpon this counſcl when he ſayd : Warre was nexer better made, then in tym of 
pace rraFFrtur, ; 


Caſſiod. 1,1. ep.17, Pf4ce. : 
"7 Theſeauenth was, wel to fortify the Frontiers, whereof he was very care. 


ful,as he witneſſeth in an Epiſtle, which he wrote to the Gothes and the Romans 
inhabiring at Torzona, giuing them commandement to ſtrengthen this place, 
and not to expe the incurlions of the enemy at vnawares. For ( ſaythhe) 
al ſuddaine things are inconſiderate,and it 15 too late to build vp a fort , when one 1s already in 
danger, Tothat he addedalſo the forces onthe ſea, which are very neceſſary 
to vnite the places of his territory, to difſolue the deſignes of his enemies, 
and to make himſelfe great and awful;for the experience of the Athenian wit« 
res with the Spartans ſufficiently diſcouereth inthe hiſtory of Thucyduls ,that 
Lib, v,.cp.i6. they euer haue moſt aduantage who command the ſea-coaſt, One may ſeeby 
the letters that King Theodorike wrote to his Lieutenant Abundantias, with 
what vehemency he ſought to make himſelfe able in this point, giuing out 
ſtrait commiſſions to build and rigge out great ſtore of, ſhips, wherein he 
thriued ſo wel, that he vanted the Grecians and Africans had nothing tocou- 
demne in him, 

The eight recommended vnto him, notwithſtanding his great forces, to 
entertaine peace and good intelligence with his neighbours, tothe end, that 
being lefle buficd in forraine warres,he might haue ful leaſure to manure his 
Kingdome with good gouernement, which he did : as we may behold by his 
Epiſtles, entertaining thoſe Princes with teſtimonies of affe&ion,congratu- 
lations in their proſperities, conſolations in their aduerfities , embaſſages, 
and preſents, which were more witty then coſtly, His letter to our Clodeues 
wel ſheweth that he highly valued aboue al the alliance of France, when be 
proteſterh the ſatety of thar Kingdome is bis owne proper glory, and that he 
ſhareth in al the proſperities which happen to this great King. 

The ninth counſelled him to loue Letters, cheriſh learned men,who are 
the trumpets of the glory of Princes, and make them lead a pleaſing and 
happy life in the eſtimation of potterity : and conſequently to cherh artes, 
inuite braue Maifters , maintaine Merchants, diſcourſe euen with labourers 
with much ſweetnes , by the example of Auguſtus Ceſar; which he ſo a 

i 


Epiſt, 41. lib, 2. 
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$2nd MY 44, chat he rencred himſelfe very amiable to al the world, in ſuch manner 
exad MW junbling himſeltc to the meanelt , that he diſJained not to be among Pea- 
much WM fats, co ralke with them in their trades , and for their honour ril che carth 
alme, MI yith bis owne hands, | | 
rotto The tenth was to take away the riot of particulars, and ſhew himſclfe 
ereaz Magnificeot in publike matrers, as in buildings theaters, neceſſities , and 
hnot Mucrcarions of the people, ſtil vadertaking ſomething great for the maieſty 
He MWioſtheKingdome, and commodity of the Common-wealth. Towards which 
poverry Wl £35 rranſported with much feruonr and reaſon, rayſing many goodly fa- 
mites WM bikes, & repairing the honour of places of conſideration, euen to rhe equal- 
n of my I lng ehe greatneſle of ancient Rome, For he ſayth in an Epiftle which he wrot 
ſo wil Wvooc 4gapei4s, Goucrnour of the Citty, that he would nor ſubſcribe in orna- 
pears to the ancients, ſince he paralelleth themin the happines of his Age. 
many WiincffeR, whileſt he obſerued theſe excellent maximes, his Kingdome was 
uerne WM indeed a Realme of iuſtice, peace,and plenty, beheld by al as the miracle of 


S$ wel Wicworld. | 


cipli- W SECTION vV. 


The honours of Boetius, and alteration of Theodorike. 


che many excellent qualities reſplendent in his per= 

ſon, that from the foundation of Kome ſcarcely might 
IJ] a man be found of the long robe mounted to ſuch an 
4.9] eminency of honour,by the degree of cinil prudence, 
Ps vj learning, and vertue. bk 
BAY /, isa very notable thing, that not only the King 

h J made him three tymes Conſul, but needs he would 
| === chrough aboundance of his loue, that his ſonnes, 
6 out Wnto were yer very youg, ſhould be aduanced to the Cuntulſhip, A matter 
wt ordinary, but titular and of fauour, and very rarely giuen, buttothoſe 
mowere ſingularly to be'gratifyed. 

Himſelfe confeſſcrh, that if ioy were to be deriued from fraile honours 
fthe world , he had cauſe enough to reioyce on that day , when he ſaw his 
wo ſonnes carryed in pompe through the Citty, in a triumphant charior, 
Kompanied with the whole Senate, and attended by an infinit concourſe of 
Kople, who ceaſſed not to congratulate the father and the children, as the 

pring from a race, borne for the good of the Common-wealth. 

The ame day he made in ful Senate an oration of thankes-giuing to Theo- 
ike, for the large liberalities extended towards his houſe , which was deli- 
red with ſuch a grace, that in concluſion they preſented hima Crowne, as 
the King of eloquence. He likewiſe gaue notable largefſes to al the psople, 
ad appeared in the great Court of the Circus, fitting in the mideſt of his two 

wy Confuls in preſence of the whole Citty, hauing his hart repleniſhed with con- 
hi ent, & teares of ioy in his eyes for the affections which the people witneſled. 

To crowne al theſe bleſſings of fortune he had marrieda wife, held one 

the moſt accompliſhed Ladics vnder heauen, For, which is very rare , ſhe 


| did, Woyed a great ſpit ir,a ſingular modeſty,and an encellent chaſtity,of whom 
| Boerins 
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Boetius ſufficiently to prayſc her ſaid in one word : She was the Image of þej faby 
Symmachw, who had giuen her to himina moſt chaſt and happy marriage 
Now this S$ymmachus,called the pearle and precious ornament of the who! 
word, was 4Senatour, who ſemeed to be compoſed of nothing but wiſedom, 
| and vertue, for which cauſe he then lined in much reputation: and al this 
Ennodius in epiſt, family of Boetiu was in ſuch ſort eſteemed, that Ennodius writeth it was IT 
oy ans 1.38, of purple, ſignifying thereby it contained therein al great dignities, no a 
—_ - *=201 Wl wiſe then as veines incloſe the bloud. He notwithſtanding addeth, thoſe Dur. 
Purpure pſeſtoris PIES increaſed by the luſtre of Boerius ; who poſſeſſed them: and afrer whey 
buce creſcenzer, Rome became the prize of thoſe who ſubdued it, it being no longer lawful 
| for Conſuls toreap palmes in the field of batrails, he equalled the ancien 
triumphs by the greatnes of his iudgement, 

Gerebert , an Authour who wrot of thoſe tymes, callerh this Boerius the 
father and light of his Countrey, who managing the raines of the Empire in 
the .quality of a Conſul, ſpared not to diffuſe by the force of his abilicy in 
good letters, al the luſtre they had,equalling them with the wits of Greece, 

Gerebertus 1, 2, Tu Pater , & Patrie lumen Seucrine Boeti, 
Epigr.Pithz, Conſulis officio 7erum diſponis habenas, 
Infundis lumen ſtudijs , & cedere neſcis 
Grecorum ingents. 
Boetius , thou, father and Contrey's light, 
Diſpoſeſt Conſuls office, common right, 
Giu't tudies radiant luſtre, and no whit, 
In any thing ſubmit'lt ro Grecian wit. | 
Verily, we may fee by that which followerh in this hiſtory, thelittle aſus 
rance may be had either 1n men or fauours, It men be veſſels who doe 
nothing al their life time but play with the winds , fauours are waues of 
glaſſe, which fajle norto ſhiucr. themfelues againſt the rocks. We would 
thinke the;moone much greater then al the ſtarres, were it not that the ſha, 
dow of the carth , which we make vſe of to meaſure it , cauſcth the contrary 
ro appeare: and we might hauc ſome opinion , theſe great dignities ofthe 
world , had much eminency aboue al that which is heer below , were itnot, 
that they dayly fal into ſhadowes and phantoſmes of nothing , which wel 
approue we haue much illufion in our eyes, ſince theſe greatnefſes hans 
taken ſuch eſtimation jn our harts.. 

Iealouſy, a bad daughter borne of a good houſe, which is that of loueand 
honour , diuideth beds and Empires, and hath cuer eyes ſo blcarcd, that it 
cannot endure a ray of the yertue or proſperity of another. And forthat 
cauſe the luſtre, which proceeded from the houſe of Boerius, in ſuch manner #5 
day progreflcth from the gates of the Eaſt, fayled not at al to giue ſuſpicions 
to King Theodortke;who ſeeing himſelfe a ſtranger, & ignorant among Reman, 
and men of ſo great counſel, being not able to deriue any other recommen- 
dation to himſelfe but what the ſword gaue him ,enuyed ſo many heauenly 
riches as were contributed tothe happines of his Empire. 

The change, which then ſucceeded at Conftantinople greatly fortifyed his 
diſtrufts : for it is wrirten that Anaſtsſius , an Emperour who had done 
nothing inthe throne but creare ſchiſmes, bcholding the Laurels of Cee 
wholy withered on his head, had ſome diſtaſt both of life, which he hadpal 
fionately loued, and of the ſcepter poſſeſſed with ſo much ambition. lt is cer. 
eaine that being one day inthe Circus, as he eſpied a furious ſedition whif 
pered againſt him, he voluntarily laid downe his Crowne, and let the people 
know by his Heralds,he was willing to be rid of the Empire, which for ſome 
tyme appeaſed the moſt paſſionate : notwithſtanding being greatly hated, 
and foreſecing he could not make much longer aboad in the world, he 


began to reflect on his Succeſſours, deſiring to transferre to the Throne 
| —_ one 
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me of his three nephewes , whom he had bred vp, hauing no male iffueto Zacharias Rhe- 


A icceed him, There was difhiculty in the choice, and he hauing aſoule very tor,& M S.Sur- 
vhole pperſtirious , put that to lot, which he could not reſolue by reaſon : for he Pundl. 


dome auſed rhree beds to be prepared in the Royal chamber, & made his Crowne 
this obchanged within the reſter of one of theſe beds, called the Realme, being 
«Veme W.:plucd to giue 1tto him who by lot ſhould place himſelfe vader it. This 
ther. W ice, he ſent for his nephewes , and after he had magnificently entertained 
© Pur= Wen, commanded them to repuſe themſelues, each one chooſing one of the 
when Wis prepared for them. The eldeft accommodated himfelfe according to his 
avFul jucy,and hit vpon nothing: the ſecond did the ſame, He then expected the 
KClent wageſt ſhould goe directly ro the crowned bed, bur he prayed rhe Emperour 

might be permitted to lye with one of his brothers, & by this meanes not 
s, the yyof che three rooke the way of the Empire, which was ſo eaſy to be had, 
ren Wticwasnot aboue a pace diſtant, Anaſtaſius much amazed wel ſaw God. 
ityin wal transferre the Diademe from his race; and it is alſo added, that he 
_y llewiſe knew by reuclation, it was Iuſtine who ſhould ſucceed,for he hauing 
kermined ro kil him, with Iuſtwwian, heard a voice which ſpake 1n his harr, 
ni ſaid : He »hvuld take good beed ro toxch thoſe two perſonages , becauſe they sbould doe, 
uhone in thetr turne good ſeruices to God, 

Afrerward as this luſi:ze being euer neer the perſon of the Emperour, one 
(by chance ſer his foot on the traine of his robe , the Emperour looking 
kcke, Th.u buldſt me ( ſaid he ) by the gowne , and sbalt follow me but ſtay a while, my 
mint yer come : which much amazed al there preſent , who thought him to 
bake like a wan diſtracted, not conceijuing what he would ſay. 

laa few dayes this Anaſtaſiw,who ſomuch teared thunder that he fled into 


o coe W:cueſo ſoone as at any time he heard the leaſt noice thereof, was ſlaine by 
ues of Wl tunder-ſtroke vpon the very ſtaires of theplace, which he had choſen 
would IrſanRuary, Iuſtine deriued from baſe birth, and mounted through al the 
ie ſhe knees of warre to the dignity of Captaine of the Guard, was choſen Empe« 
array Whur;of whom,he being a valiant man and wel beloued , Theodorike began to 
oft oxceive great icalouly, ſtil fearing he might take out of his hands the Em- 
bens Jcc he had vſurped, 


The beginning of the torme was, that Iuſtine an Emperour moſt-Catho. 
lketreated the Ar:ans of Conſtantinople , who had been tollerated vnder Anaſts- 

, with the ſcueriry ordained by lawes, deſpoyling them of Churches, 
nichrhey had bol.ly vſurped. They failed not to addrefle theig complaints, 
wloffer vp their gricucances to the earcs of Theodortke: who interpreting the 
llxrace of his ſe& to the contempt of his perſon,entred into violences more 
fora Barbarian then a King , who had been trayned vp to ciuility by ſuch 
wd counſels. For he threatned to turne al Rome into fire and bloud , if the 
nperour luſtine did him not right, and for this purpoſe he ſent Pope lobn, 
mmanding him to goe ſpeedily to Conſtantinople to cauſe the Churches to 
krendred to the Arias, ſuppoſing his dignity would procure him ful power 
Ithche Emperour. The Pope anſwered, he had made very il choice of him 
hrſuch an Embaſſage , that the ranke he held in the Church permitted him 
Mto be a prouider of Churches for the Arians, and that if he had any bad 
tipne vpon his perſon, he was ready to ſtretch out his necke for the defence 
the Church, there being no need for him to paſſe the ſeas for this , and vn- 
enzke the voyage. 
—_ This made him enter into much greater extrauagancie, threatning the 
pr City with adeluge of bloud if it were not remedied: Behold the cauſe, why 
qo lePope was intreated to 20ec'to Conſtantinople, and to find ſome way how ro 
| 14. he eeten affaires,yet to let nothing paſſe tothe preiudice of his conſcience.He 
TOs Wtlded to the teares of the people.& vnderrooke the voyage of Conſtantinople, 
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Iuſtine receiued him with much ſubmiſſion and vnſpeakable magnificence. g 

Theodorike expecting the iſſue of this great Embaſſage, which was not in 
ſoone ended, entred further & furtherintoa vaſt labyrinth of ſuſpicions ang f 
icaloufics, beginning to diſtruſt Roman Senatours, and to monopolize al afzj. | 
res with his Gothes, which was the beginning of his ruine.He at that time od MN þ 
foure things which infinitly gricued al good men, in 


The firſt was, he aduanced two, who appeared like two comers ouer the Ml th 
heads of mortals : The one was called Conyiaſtus , and the other Trigla, both MI 1 
men of rapine and concuſſions, who by their euil deportment much diſgraced WI þ 
the authority of theirPrince. jny 

The ſecond was, that he who heertofore had ſhewed great moderation WM »i 
in matter of ſubſidies, bare himſelfe therin moſt inordinatcly, by the perſw2. Wi wi 
ſion of thoſe two Gotbes , who were prodigioully couctous, and inſatiablein xj 
their auarice, 1, 


The third was, that in a great ſcarcity of victuals , he cauſed al the corne 
to be taken out of the fields neer Rome, enforcing cuery one by an expreſſe 
Edi&,toſcl that little which he had vpon a very low price, for the Kings owne 
granaries, and the enrertainement of ſoldiers ; which gaue occaſionofmgy aj 
reares, the poore entring into deſpaire, it the force of this Edid ſhouldbe of Mit, 
long continuance. prtt 

In the end for a fourth violence, he fel vpon the moſt eminent Senatours ry 
deſpoiling them of their goods , and threatning them baniſhment anddean WM 4 
vnder ſuſpicions of treaſons, 

Boetins endeauoured to cure Theodorike by al the ſweeteſt wayes:but ſeeing 
his ſpirit was become very darke, and much altered in al that which might 
be ſaid reaſonable , not to looſe honour and good. conſcience inthe general 
ſhipwracke he foreſaw,he began to roare like a Lion againſt the corruptions 
of this mercenary Court. 

He ſtoutly ſet vpon theſe two powerful fauourites, and reſiſted themin 

the greateſt vigour of their credit, with ſuch liberty and conſtancy, thatit 
wel from that time forward appeared, this man had his foule in his hand, 
being euer ready to reſigne it for the defence of iuſtice. Trigilla, who wasthe 
Superintendent of the whole gouernement of the Empire , & the inſtrument 
of King Theodorike , would faine ſceme an able man, and to giue colour of wil. 
dome & rea(on ro actions diſproporrtionable, namely in that Edi& publiſhed 
concerning the great heaps of corne amaſled together in the magazineof the 
Prince, in the ſharp wants and indigencies of the people. Boerius lowdly blz 
med this mauner of procceding, and ceaſed not to declare the miſeries of Wim, 
Prouinces in words very effectual, demanding audience of the King, forthe 
g00d of his Stare. | 
Theodorike, whether he had notas yet altogether renounced the reputation 

of a righteous Prince, or that he thought his great fauourite Trigills ws 
grounded ypon molt pertinent reaſons , and ſtrong encounters of affaires, 
which made him ſtirre vp theſe nouelties, would needs in his cabinet heer? 
conference betwixt Boetius & Trigills concerning decrees;wherc Boetius defen- 
ded the cauſe of the poore, with ſuch weight of reaſons, prudence, and cov- 
rage, that he hindered the battery of Trigulls, and preuailed ſo farrc with the 
Prince, that he procured him to renoke his Edi&:wherupon theſe two fauouſh 
rites with althe fa&tion which followed them , finding themſclues immeaſs 
rably offended , began more and moreto caſt into the ſoule of Theodoni 
already much changed , infinit diſtruſt againſt Boetius and the whole Senate 
And then Paulinus and Albinus , two perſonages the beſt qualified in Rome , wi 
had run through al the moſt honourable charges of the Common-wealth, hy. 
were very ilentreated by ſuggeſtions and ſuſpicions, which theſe mey halfſhie 4,, 


raiſed againſt them, Boerius , (ſeeing the affaires reduced to ſuch a _ klewe c] 
waer 


ence, W ghere diſſimulation could not repaire them, ſpake in the end to Theodoriks 

s not ſo MY in ful Scnate with al the liberty which his conſcience dictated vato him, 

ons and ll ſaying: RD : | 

al affai. $TR,1 am not ignorant that we are in atime , wherin it is as it were much eaſier to 

me did WI jy, hen #0 ſpeake of the ſtate of this Empire without offence to any , and that al diſcourſe, 
yhch at this preſent may be framed, wil ener be ſuſpetted by thoſe , who haue made exen our 

uer the Wl thwghts criminal to Your Maieſty. 

4, both MW 1:1 muſt I needs ſay , it is a matter very hard tobe ſilent in ſo great reuolutions of affaires, 


ſpraced WY ſuenature hath not created vs liks crocodiles , who are ſaid to baue ties to weep , and not 4 

gue to complaine. 1 perceiue we looſe as it were al that which we haxe of Roman m vs, 
eration WY «4 that in th1s vniuerſal diſaſter where al the world should firengthen their armes againſt 
erſwa. WY wance , en are contente dro doe, 45 11 4 thunder ; euer)-one prayes the thunder-bolt may 
ablein MW «ſd 1pon bis owne bouſe , and very little regards the danger of his neighbour : So likewiſe 


x ſee many Senatours , whoſe dignity ought to put into their mouths good & forcible words 


e Corne 

xprefſe WI #000 7111es. 

'S Owne 4s for my ſelfe 1 freely proteſt , that being borne of bloud , which newer learned to flatter 

fmany {WM ojnan, and ſeeing my ſelfe in « ranks , where my ſilence may prone iniurions to the pub- 

ld be of Mit, fince 1 canner vphold liberty already too much leaning to its ruine, 1 wil at leaſt ſup- 
mithe imege of it, and in ſo general 4 ſernitude , ſpeaks ſame- thing wherein I wil etther 

atours, Milagemy conſcience for the preſent , or comfort my ashes for the time ro come. 

ddeath WW 4s, Syr , when 1 behold you ſitting vpon the Throne of glory , whereunto the band of 

Wſemerh to baue raiſed you by miracle , fortified you by diſcretion , and bleſſed you with 


ſeeing Wnoy proſperities , 1 cannot chooſe but remember with the maſt tender reſſentments of my 
| might Wiiet the cales of che firſt yeares , when you-tooke into your band the ſterne of this large 
general Wilmie, Who euer ſaw diuers mettals ſo happily commixed, as we then bebeld different Nas 
uptions {pw maed in one entire body, vnder your authority 2 What conſent in affetions ? what cor= 


whundence in al orders? what vigour in lawes? what obedience in ſubiefts ? what agree= 


hem in {Wuatiache Senar ? what applauſe among the people ? what policy in Citties 2 what good for 
 thatit Wein mes 2 what bleſtng in 4l the ſucceſſes of your affanes? 

$ hand, WY Seemed it not that God had affixed to your ftandarts &- Edifts ſome ſecret yertue , which 
was the Wu the one triumph in warre , andthe other to, become proſperous in peace 3 with ſo much 
rument Wir and reputarion, that even things oppoſit of their owne nature, knit themſelues firmely 
of wil. Wugnber for your benefit ? ps 


bliſhed 
eof the 
dly bl 
ries of 
forthe 


05r, what is become of that golden face of your gouernement? Who bath metamorphoſed 
tat this leader viſage ? Perhaps youthought it was & part of the grearneſſe of your Ma- 
th, tobold « Senate vnder,to whome al the good Emperours haue ſo much aſcribed,that they 
then: chem 45 neceſſary for their greatneſſe , as leaues about the roſe to ſet out its beauty, 


utation Wh If you wil be pleaſed to cal as yet to Counſel your wit and vnderſtanding , which God 


ils WS Blbreplenisbed with ſo many faire and noble lights , belieue me you 5hal find this People is as 
faires, Mit bearh baſil, which rendreth a good ſauour, as it is ſaid, when gently handled, and createth 
l _ munswhen rudely chafed. Hold vs in the eſtimation and condition , wherein you bitherto 
5 defen- 


ae retained vs, and Jou 5hal ſee nothing more tratable then the Romane People : but if 
proceed with thoſe violences, by which ſome daily endeauour to peruert your good nature, 
ft be feared , leaſt this ſeuerety produce not rather poiſon , enen for thoſe who hope out of 
bdrige ſweetnes, 

Our enemies ceaſe not to exaſperate you , vpon Want of reſpet dueto your Maieſi), 


nd cov- 
vich the 
) fauol 
meals 


codoriky, Jet God k nowes we haue ſo regarded royal authority , that ſeeing it in moſt vniuſt bas, 
SenU*Wnieeir loft ies luſtre, we ſuffered ut not to looſe the fruit of our obedience. 
we , Y Allow, Syr,che l:berty, which euey bath been the moſt precions inheritance of this Empire; 
wealth Mae placed men ouer our heads, who to become great , & vnwillng' to ſeeme any thing 


rea halBiſe hen what they are , ſeek. to ſmother in our miſeries, the baſenes of ther ownt birth, and 


| Pak Bideve the meanes co iuſtify their owne carriage, is totake away cies from thoſe , wha haue 
where | ; Y #' 
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jr the defence of iuſtice , ſatisfying themſelues to auoid the blow , and expetiing ſafety in . 


I could tel you , Syr , how much theſe counſels are pernicious , were it not , that the exe Tuſtin, Genuend, 
Inience of the yeares of your r4igne bath taught you more , then al the malignity of men can hilt. lid.s, 
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them, and to render tongues mute, leaſt theymay learne a truth, Now adayes to to borne rid ſee 
to become a prey,and to arriue at gouernment with ſome ſupereminences of wit, is rg raife ene. 
mies ; al great actions are ſuſpeted, & it ſeemeth that to find ſafety , we muſt ſetkeir oth the 
in ignorance or idleneſſe. one CS 

We haue ſo learned to obey , that we would not bicherto ſo much as enter int cenfiderg. of 
rion of rhe diſtribution you made of your fauours., leauins them more ſree ynto Jon, then arein _ 
the ſurne b1s T4Yes,and contenting vs to honoxr the charatter of your Mateff Y 45 Wel on recks 
45 marbles and filuer. But now when we ſee the moſt precious meereſts of the Xi Tm 
in hands leſſe pure then we wish , what els canwe doe in ſo publike a clamenr,, but heer ng = 
humbly remonſtrate that , whub the ſubtile difſemble, the miſerable ſuffer, the good deplar wh 
and exen the very (tones relate, 1 

Where is the time, Syr, when we heard theſe noble words to proceed from your myth i 
That the flocke muſt be ſheared,not flayed;thar a body ouercharged, ſunketg the 
the ground ; that there was no tribute coparable tothe precious comogities 
deriued from the loue of ſubic&s ? Andnow al rhe Cuties and Countre)s bewale thy us 
rigorous concuſſions they feele , to ſatisfy with their ſweat & bloud , the auarice of ſine 
Particniars, who are notwithſtanding, as greedy as fire, and more vnſatiable they the abjſe. put 

I exaſperate not heere our miſenes , by an amplification of words: t haut , Syr ,maty Js 
ro ſce , when you pleaſed to heare me inyour calunet,'the teares of Proumes, which ſoftml " 
Jour hart to compaſiion , and opened your hands to liberality , ſothat of your good afſeftions bi 
not altered by ſome , you are capable enough to diſcharge beauen of al promiſes, which hy th 
made vnto vs by the happines of your Empire, - \ | | 

Vnſcele rhoſe eyes which you ſo oft haue opened for the comfort 0 f your poore fubitits, and 
in what part ſoeucr you turne tbem , you 5hal behold nought but miſeries, 15 it not aflrange 
thing , that ſlanes beg ſometimes ſold to courteous Maſters ; ſweeten the sharpnes of tir f; 
condution by ſome gentle vſage , & that there should be nont , but the people of Rome, whi Ml 
yearely buy out their bondage? none but the people of Rome, who are made accountable fur 
the goods pulled from them, & tributary for the shipwrake of their pouerty? | ©. 

Frops thence the way is taken to the oppreſſion of Magiſtrates , and ſome art perſwated: 
that throughly to mow the meadew,you muſt humble the beads of plants moſt eminem. Pauli 
nus is deſpoiled, Albinus is guilty of treaſon , they be culpable enough ſince they arerich a 
powerful.1t is ſaid, there can be no ſafety found, bur in their diſgrace. And who ſeeth not thi 
theſe proceedings tend to the Tuine of that moſt noble body , which almoſt thirty yeares mains 
teqned your Royal Crowne? | 

Out alas , Syr , if we exclame againſt witches , who poyſon fountaines, how can wehe 
filent ſeeing endeauour is vſed to enuenome the ſoule of rhe Prince, who is the ſource of al cou 
ſels, to the end we may hereafter find poy ſon, where we hoped for remedy? 

Syr, only behold and imitate your ſelſe ; reaſſumethat ſpirit which made you reignt mem 
harts,4s wel as in our Prouinces : diſtinguisÞ flatterers from true fremds ; bearken to thiſe, 
whoſe loyalty you have knowne inthe ſu. ceſſe of ſo many proſperities. | 

Remember your ſelfe , that you were made to reigne ouer man, not 45 4 man ,but wiht 
law : to beare your ſubietts in your| beſome , and not trample them vnder-foot ; toteahhy 
example, andnet conſtraine by force ; to be 4 father of Cittzens, and not 4 Maſter of ſlants, 

Remember your ſelfe, Kings are giuen by beauen for the vſe of people, and that they ought 
not tobaue ſomuch regard to the extent of their power, as not to conſider the meaſure of titt 
obligations. Handle the matter ſo, that the greatneſſe of your Maieſty may appeare in its gout hi 
neſſe , and that this word which you heretofore bad in your mouth, may (juke cternall) injut ' 
hart , when you ſaid : Agood Prince ought not to feare any thing ſo much, asto 
be too much feared. . 

This Oration greatly enkindled minds , & King Theodorike was ſo much 
amazed at this liberty, that he ſcemed not wel ſetled in his countenancy ; 
he only ſaid in few words, he would giue al ſatisfa&ion to the Senat, whe a] 
time had cleered this buſines , whereof he would informe himſclfe, that !t " re 
might be treared at the nexSeſhon. go 
1. Trigills, Congiaſtus , and Cyprian, the principal of the fa&ion of the _ 
cclng 
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ging themſelues rouched ro the uicke, refolued the time was now come, 
gherin either They muſt be loſt, or Boerius vndone ; ſo that after this aſſembly 
they ceaſed not tobeſiege rhe ſoule of the King, who was become icalous,me- 
Iacholy,and timerous, with a thouſand obiecsot diſtruſt vpon the praizes 
of gortius , aſſuring bim the conſpiracy was wholy contriued and plotted at 
caſtantinople by Pope lebn and his complices, at Rome by Boerius , Paulinus , and 
ahi , who had maruelous correſpondences. Not content with this , they 

ned ſome mercenary people, they praQized with falſe witneſſes , they 
counterkeired letrers, forgedand ſealed in the name of Boerius , and (aid al that 
which their paſſion ſuggeſted, ; 

This is is which gaue the moſt dangerous aſſault vpon the mind of the 
Wrince 3 for he hauing read their papers, and heard ſome depoſitions, which 
they gaue him notice of , would haue no turther information to bereſolued, 
ar ſpcedily aſſembling the Senate, entred with his papers in hand, ſhewing it 
is countenance the trouble of his thoughts; & ſpake in theſe tearmes : 

The laſt Oration, which Boetius made mubu place , was the trumpet of a conſpiracy 
Wtted agataſt my Stare. | wonder not & whit,that he made it his taske to diſgrace our gouertt= 
vent with ſo great oritament of cloquence , to tranſport your minds into rebellion ; but I mar= 
wiemuch how be would promiſe hunſelſe to draw to bus party, compiices , from a body ſo inno= 
ant 4 jours. Al my of 6ce1s diſpleaſe him, as an enemy of che good offices are done me ; and al 
th fauours which | allor to the merit of mine, are ſo many crimes in mine owne perſon with 
tims, who draweth poiſon from al that which ſeruech others for nourichment, He , whos 
tePrinceratſerh, ſerues 45 an obieft for bis enuy, andit bath euer been an iniury to appoint bim 
yanpanion in bis honours, He deploreth the miſeries of the pablike, as if he were father ther« 
if; and it ſeemeth to him al i loſt , whuh wſtice putterh into any other hands then his 
vane, 

q44 the Gepides 4nd Bulgarians forraged ower al Italy, be could not frame anyother 
wplainrs, then be doth of the State of our Kingdome ; where thanks be to God there is no 
thing ſo grieuous , but it 147 ſceme a ſiluer Age , if we comp.zre it ro the Empire of thoſe who 
hae gone before vs. Be(3des , our good ſubiedts eftceme not themſclues ſo vubappy vnder me, 
kuthar chey ehinkg my preſeruation is the ſource of their felicities. But needs muſt he haue 
wrext of piety $0 colour bis deſigne , and to take vpon him 4 title of protetour of the people, 
lmke himſelfe vſurper of mine Empire.Verily. would ambition be ſatisfied, I baue performed 
ſn this 14% al that, which may be done to ſuch «5 are the moſt greedy of honour, raiſing bim to 
dtminent ch4rges, and giuen euen to bis children almoſt in their mfancy, dignities , which baue 
ken reputed in chis Common- wealth, as prodigies. But in doing this, I ſought 4 bottome in an 
dſt, where it was not to be found. | 

| baue ſuffered al theſe ext1auagancies ſo long as I could poſiible , euer thinking to com- 
fleine of him was to draw conuulſions vpon mme owne proper entrailes: But ſince forgetting al 
red of duty , be cannot be vnmindful of his owne nature , which is to doe exil to thoſe who 
Wub him wel , I demand of you in the quality of 4 King ,tbat wſtice , which you would offoord 
the meaneſt of my Kingdome, 

 haue not his eloquence to amplify impoſtures, but 1 enioy ſome ſtrength of vnderſtanding 
hixdgeof 4 truth. Behold beer, moſt loyal ſubie@ts , thoſe who wil depoſe the conſpiracy be 
lb plorred againſt my State. Bebold heer letters ſigned with his owne hand, which were diſ- 
puhed ro the Emperour Tuſtin » to cal him to my ruine. Tou m4) iudge beerupon , and 6r- 
ine what sha be reaſonable; it being not my intention to pretend beer any other ſatisfaion, 
tlen what the Lawes affoord me. 

As ſoone as he ha4 ſpoken this , he cauſed his witneſſes to come in, who 


Were one B4ſilicus, Optlion,and Gaudentius,men of loſt conſcience and reputation, | 


Theedorck e notwithſtanding cauſed them ro be openly heard , and without ex- 
ception, againſt the innocent. Then he began ro produce that goodly letter, 
alirefſed to the Emperour of the Eaſt, which was wholy counterfeited by the 
lamnable impuſtures of one named Cyprian. 


The poore Bocrics found hunſclfe at the inſtant like the iuſt Naboth in the 
Y 2 midſt 
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midſt of theſe peruerſe creatures,and what induſtry ſo euer he vſed for thee. 
claratioofhis innocency,it was oppreſſed by a powerful ta&ion, whichtrayt. 
ported minds either through corruption or weakenelle , to the ruine of 
vertue, 

The King preffed the Senatours to deliuer their opinionthereupon : they 
who were deſirous not to appeare ſuſpe&ed, confidently caſt the ſtone againg 
the accuſed , and thought his condemnation would be their freedome:orherg, 
who were enemies, bare themſclues in it with much animolity ; there remzj. 
ned ſome few feeble ſoules who followed the courſe of violence : fo that by. 
niſhinent was decreed againſt Boerius , according to the intention of Thy, 
dontke. 7 | 

Verily, if there be any thing worthy of commiſeration 1n the world, it js 
to beh6ld offenders lit as ludges vpon the bloud of an innocent , and ro cop. 

fider that affliing a man with al extremity ;they alſo deprine him of the Pre. 
tious iewel of reputation, which maketh vs. liue in the eſtimation of honeſt 
men, a pleaſing, and ſpiritual life, as doe many great-ones 1n the inemory of 4} 
Ages, | 
The wiſe Boetins after he had waſted himſelfe with loue and trauel for his 
Countrey , is takeu our of the boſome therot ,.as a man treacherous, andpur 
into the hands of the Guard to lead him to Pauis., the place of his impriſon. 


menr, - 4 24 . 
He was not ſuffered to ſpeake with his father-in-law Symmachus, foral thoſe 


who.yere honoured with his freindſ{hip are ſequeſtred ; ſcarcely had he the 
meanes to giuethe laſt adicu to his wife. Ruſticiana, who ſeeing her husbandſud. 
dainly fallen from ſo eminent a dignity into ſuch diſaſter , cauld not containe 
trom ſaying vnto him with {calding teares: | 

Syr, is thu then tt, which yuur innocency bath deſerued? Tf the King be reſolued taput you 
fo death , why ſuffer he ſtil a piece of your ſelfe to line , which hath.euer been ſo deare wit 
you? 1 baue courage enough to follow you either intoexile ampriſonement, or deaih, But Boe. 
tis replyed againe in tew words, that he might not any further increaſcher 
gricfe : Madame, the heure is not yer come, trouble not your ſelfe to ſee me ſuffer foriuſtice, lt 
is « title of bonour , which God bath reſerued for bis children, The education whichyou bau 
deriged ſrom your good father, and the inſtructions you haue receaued ſrom me, giue me Wa- 
fron to hope you wil beate this accident wuh a Chriſtian reſolution. My daughter , it s mitft 
that our teares, which fal from ſo much 4 bigher place as we haue been bred in greatneſe, ma 
shew any deie(iion in the eſttmation of men, Support your ſelje 4 little vnder your burden , and 
open your hart to the conſolations of heauen , ſince thuſe of earth are mingled with ſomuc 
acerbuty, Then turning to his children al diſlolued into teares: My children , ayth 
he , God heerafter wil become your father, Make prowiſion of great vertues , which haue eur 
been the inberitance of our bouſe , ſor al other bleſſings are but duſt and wind, This is theleſm 
which God giueth you inthe change of my fortune, Comfort your good mother by the du) 
fayrhful obedience, and line in bope : Perbaps you shal ſee me againe , if it pleaſe God , ſoon 
then you imagine, | 

Theſe words werearrowes that pierced theſe faithful harts, with moſt iult 
reſſeatments of nature, which could not quickly end , notwithſtanding al ths 
leaitiuesthat might be applyed, 
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SECTION VL 


The mmpriſoum ent of Boetius, 


THE great changes of fortune, which ſuddainly hap? 
pc! , haue this property in them, that they ſtrike our 
et Engl oules as wanes not foreſeen, and giue vs the blow, 
— bcfore we hauec leaſure to vnderſtand our ſelues. 
= The poore Boetius ſecing himſelfe between fuure 
A walles,ſequeſtred from the Citty which had ſerued as 
SF a theater of glory for al his houſe, taken away from 
q the loue of his owne, bereft of his library, and al the 


' 


vigimedeſtine 
ized with an oucrwhelming ſadnes, as he hath left expreſſed in writing, He 
fevailed with broken ſighes his innocency vnworthily handled;he traced in 


declared criminal of treaſon figureth to himſelfe. 


In this abyſſe of diſturbances he was diſplcaſcd as it were with death, Fhe! cur dure mis 


which layerh hold on ſo many yoag men that deſire nothing but to liue, and ſeres auerceris ance, 
Es flentes oculos 

claudere ſpuz negan 

Lib, I, Metr, 2, 


deigned not ſo muchas to ſhut vp his eyes, which he perpetually moiſtned 
with his teares, Heerupon we may ſee, that the molt couragious ſpirits, in 
theſe accidents ſo ſtrange and vnexpected, euer pay ſome tribute to the 
natural paſſions of men. Burt likewiſe on the other (ide, we ſhal obſerue the 
power which a wel re&ifycd iudgement hath ouer it-ſelfe, when we behold 
to diſſipate al the troubles and agirations of the hart by the viuacity of 
reaſon, and vſe of precepts of wiſedome, which he moſt exactly practized 
lathis his captiuity. 

We haue alſo the booke of his Conſolation , compoſed in this pri. 
ſon: which is vefily in the iuJgement of learned men, one of the moſt ex- 
Cellentpieces of worke that may be framed onethis ſabie&; where he intro. 
duceth Philoſophy, who viſiting and awakening him from this deadſleep 


of ſadneſſe, 
What Boetius (ſaith ſhe) ere you be then, whom I bane fed with my milk e, whom 


| Thane cherished with ſo good nutriments,and bred vp vntil you arriued to the ſtrength of mans 


eftzte ? Vorily I haue giuen you armes , which would ſtrengthen you againſt al the ſtrokgs of 
fortune, were it not that You haue for ſaken tbem. Know You me no longer ? From whence pro= 
ledeth this filence ? Tel me, is it out of 5hame or ſtupidity ? I bad rather it were deriued from 
6inft bashfulnes , but 4s farre as 1 can perceiue you are become wholy ſenſeleſſe. Whil you ſay 
wthing tome? Ah poore man, he u not abſolutely loſt , but ſo neere as 1 can gueſſe , be bath a 
lithargy , 4 common diſeaſe with thoſe , who ſuffer themſelues to be tranſported withilluſions 


of the mind. He hath forgot bimſelſe, but be wil reconer, wh? he shal know me. Let ys only wipe 


3 his 


 miſeri45 eft Lib, 4, 
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bis eies ſurcharged with terreſtrial humours , ard couered with athicke cloud of the woyly 
This done, Boetius came to himſelſe, and framed anadmirable dialogue 
with this Queen of fpirirs , to which I remit the reader, contenting my elſe 
*r0 0bſerue heer the principal. arguments , which ferued himfor hisConſgt. 
tion, tothe end we may learne with him in our aftlictions , to fixe our reſo, 
tion on the wil of God, and ſuck honey trom the rocke, as the SCripture 
ſpeaketh, 

The firſt reaſon propoſed to him by this wifſedome deſcended from hez. 
= ; .uen, wasto aske ofhim, what opiniqn he hadof the prouidence of Go & 
s, vera, de mund; . 
gubernatione ſenten. VÞEther he thought the world moued by chance, or were gouerned by reg. 
us, ſon? God forbid ( ſaith Boers) that 1 euer come to this degree of folly, as tg thike 

that al heer below is caſually done. 1 know God 1uleth in the world , as in an bouſe þyig 
by his owne bands, and that nothing bappeneth in the afſaires.of men , but either by hy; cop. 
mand or permiſſion, Thereupou Philoſophy crieth out : 1uſt Goa? it is verily meruatlous, thay 

«man who bath ſuch an vnderſtanding of the diume proutdence can be ſich of rhe diſeaſe, 

wherwith 1 ſee you ſurprized. My freind , you entred mio the world , as mio a lijt or are, 
1.& whereof this proutdence hath made the ci cuit with bis owne bands. is fit you patiently ſuf 

al that which bappeneth tojuu, within theſe limits,as an ordinance of God, to which you baug 
ſubmitted your ſelfe. 1t is be who gouerneth our lines , our conditions , our fortunes, If you be 
reſolued to giue law to the pollicy of the Ommpotent , from whom: you euer ought 19 ring 
it , what els wil you gaine, but to make your ſel ſe mutinous, & to 1ender Your condition mare 
rroubleſome by your tmpatience ? | 

I pray you thinke with your ſelfe ,if you were embarkedin a veſſel, you muſt gee accor. 
ding tothe impulſion of winds , and not the motion of yuur affe tions, 1j you vil and ſow 9, 
sbat haue fruuful and barren yeares, according to the dwerſuty of ſeaſons; and you wenld baye 
& fortune cuer cqual and perpetually ſtable ? yuw would bold back by force of armes its hart 
inceſſantly circumuoluing? Are not you very ſnnple not ro know that if she were Tot min 
ſtant , she could no longer be ſurtune? 

Goe not about heer to queſtion with me yponthe afflictions of good men , & the proſyeri. 
ries of eutl. What iniury doth God to an innocent , if be allot bim the $hare of al thoſe great 
ſoules , whom he wil not entertaine um the pleaſures of an idle liſe , but in the exerciſe of yer- 
Tue ? Know you not there are fisbes that die mn fianding waters, & are delighted in thebubling 
of ſluces ? Great ſpirits gee al that way , they no more looſe them lues in i71lulation rhen the 
ſunne in bis ecclypſe, which only ſerueth to make bim more 11 ſplendent. 

And what aduantege, thmke you, doe the wicked dene from the benefits of this liſe? 
Is there any thing more miſerable then to be transformed into 4 beaſt,by the enormity of vices, 
C> to adde impurity to ſo many crimes ? You ſay, they doe whatſeeuer they liſt, and 1 ſay they 
- arethereby ſo much the more miſcrable: for iſ ur be an ynhappines to deſure an 8uil, it is a dit 

ble miſery to baue the power to execute it, 

If al offenders were punished according to their demerit , they should haue ſome bentfit 
which they haue not, to wit, the punisbment of their miſdeeds, which being  worke of iaftice 
cannot but be good; they sbould haue ſome bridle to ftay their exar bit ancy , ſome appreben- 
ſion of the iudgements of God; which being ftolne frm them by long phoſperaies, what el;1e.- 
maineth for them but to paſſe tothe extremity of punisbments,by the extremary of crimes? For 

Ws: my part, if 1 should throughly punisb a depraued man, 1 would ordaine for bruneither wheels, 
One wo ftalidis flames, nor tortures , but 1 would burft him with honours , gold, filuer , & Tbs ; ard 
men:ibus imprecer When be were ſul vp to the t/-roat , 1 would draw aſide the curtaine to let bim ſee veriue 
©e. and Paradice, of which he had betrayed the one, and loft the other, by rhe diſaſter of his i &te 
TIage. 
| , The ſecond queſtion which Philoſophy asked him was, if he knew wel who 
himſclfe was ? And Boetius, anſwering he was a man of honour, reuiuing the 
memory of the great riches and dignityes he had enioyed heertofore, Veril) 
(faith ſhero him) I wel ſee there is much forgerfulnes of your condition , ard nicentfe 
1m jour complaints. If God bad put gold as wel as blond into your veines , and g£tuen you irate 
#0 be borne ſul ſtufſe 4 with pretions ſtones, or laden with honours & dignities from your _ 
[ns 
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thers womb , you had ſome cauſe todeplore that the inheritances of your birth were taken 
from you : but who are you , or from whence come you ? 1 could tel you bow many 
Jeares it is ſince you were borne alutle infan , alnaked , creeping on the earth , ard 
hazing 4 mouth open to cries and hunger , which had not ſomuch as one little hayreon the 
budy to couer 18 3 > now you take vpon you the ſpirit of a Monarch, and think « you haus 
wing , if you poſſeſſe not al ? Verily are Jou not one of the moſt miſcrable , 3! you doe 
wt know bow to take contentment in that which is leſt you , and not fill ro rye your 
ſdſe to 110 ves for that which you baue leſt ? Y ou baue 4 father-in-law Sy mmachus, one 
of the moſt excellent. men in the world , you haue a wife , the peaile of ber ſexe , you 
bane children of great bepe, How many things would you buy at the price of your bje, 
j jou bad loſt them? and yet you thinks you are miſerable when you poſſe ſe them , and when 
te) are 1mployed with al thesr endeauour for your deliuerance? 

Your veſſel doth yet lye at anker , and u not altogether broken: I ſee comfort in ſume= 
thing for che preſent , & bope for the future ; and bappen whatſoeuer wil, I wil ſaue 
juu by ſ1mmng. But needs muſt 1 freely confefſe,thas 1 find a little niceneſſe in this your att, 
when you deplore with ſo much bitternes and affliction the petty wants of your conds jon, Tel 
m1pray you, ts there any man inthe world , who poſſeſſeth a fclicity ſo ful and free , as nor 
whſpate with his fortunes , to make his eſtate more happy ? The condition of wordly geods, 
juderh euery- where thornes; proſperit1s ncuer come al together , & although they arniued in 
leaps, they euer would baue a ſlippery pace, | 

One is accommodated with honeſt meanes,but is of baſe extration, which maketh bim 
uhlush in good company. Ano-her 1s very Noble , but is ſo poore in his eſtate, that it were 
nu fitter for him co be ynknown, Another is borne of goed ranke , and bath no want 
encbes, but be bewailech chat pare whuch be bath loſt , conſe crating himſelſe to retiremens 
Wh wilful teares. Another bath met with a good marriage,but ns barrenneſſe nak.eth him 
Meſſe riches ſor a ſtranger, Another hath children , to haue cauſe of great miſeries:&> to ſpeake 
neword, you 5hal find very few , who wel agree with their congition. Through al there are 
ul, which giue happineſſe to thoſe who are ignorant of them , and herrour to ſuch as haus 
tned thee, 

Adde alſo areaſon , that theſe men , very fortunate , are extremely ſenſible ypon the 
wh , and as there needs not any thing but 4 pegge toſtay a piece of artillery vpon the way, 
ſube leaſt ac. ident bindreth the glory of their greatneſſe, Haw many thinke you are there, who 
Wuld rouch Heauen with a finger , if they had but only the ſurpluſage of your ſortune ? This 
Place, which J 9K cal your banizhment , # the countrey of ſo many honeſt men 4s inhabit it, and 
f Jun reaſon w«l ,you 5hal find , that there is as it were nothing miſerable , iſ notmade ſoby 
Pon. 

Finally | aske you, whether euer you haue bad any thing in the world more pretious 
they your ſelfe 2 If ou anſwer truly , you wil proteſt vnto me,aſſuredly no : and jet not= 
Withſtanding , bebold you, thanks be to God, if you. wil, to haue ſo much and more foryour 
Po then exer you had , and that neuber priſon nor fetters may preiudicce the liberty of your 

prt, 

The third reaſon , which is very much at large deduced in this divine worke, is drawne 

the Vanity of al temporal goods, where w1ſedome proueth by very good reaſons, That if 
the ſarrowes we haue for the world might be meaſured at the rate of the things which con- 

«revs, 4s there is nothing greatin this vale of teares, ſo should there not be any (Ding (4- 
pable of much diſquiet. Mourne we for mettals , which are the nefts of ruſt, and che tinderof 
ancuprſcence ? for attires, which ave the nourishment of moaths? for bedies,wbich are the food 
of wormes > for houſes , which are the bones of the eartb,pyled one vpon another with ciment 
and morter ? for precious ſtones , which are the excrements of an enraged ſea. , borrowing 
ber worth from our illuſion 2 for bonours which are golden maskes and weatber- cockes of 
Weonſtancy ? | 

Fg? folly is it to bold retirement for a punichment, which ſo many brane ſpirits bane 
rken for 4 Paradiſe, and to chinke our ſelues sharply punished, when we no longer behold be- 
bind vs great traines of ſeruitours , who burden vs with their crimes , and make vs become 
arfyerable for their ſollies ? What 

| 4 
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What an irrour is it to deſire to hold riches locked vp, which neuer are what they ought tobe, 
bur when they are diſtributed? For they reſemble a dunghil, which ſtinketh when it s rogether 


heaped , and fatneth the fields , when it is ſpreadabroad. We moue heauen and earth 10 fy h 
from pouerty, and find it in our riches; for great fortunes are now adayes ſo hungry, and hauc ſo 

much adoe to maintaine themſelues , that although the needy are exer the moſt poore , yet is ſ 
there nothing more beggerly then the rich , who baue a thouſand dependances, and a thouſand 


neceſſities, whereunto their felicity is faſtned, 4s with 4 chaine. 


What 4 charme is it to think then to be happy , when you manage the afſaires of Great. WW 
where newer is any thing done to pleaſe them,if you make not your ſelfe a ſlaue to al they h 
paſſions , where fauours are granted of feathers , and diſgraces inſlifted of lead? Where Jour 7 


by 


ſleep, your liſe , and your fayth u ſold for @ pleaſing pbantoſme , which laſteth no longer they 


' thedreame of one night? 


Deſerueth not a man to be frucken dovne as an enemy of reaſon, when vnlooſened ſram 
this lauery, he withereth, languisheth,and fighes for bu ferters,read) preſt a thouſand tymesty 


k:ſſe the hands of him, who ag zine would enchaine him, 


What 4 mockery is it to affeti greatneſſe among men? as if arat would make bimſ"lſes 
Lord among mice , and to feed himſelf with glory , which is nothing but a ſwelling of the ear, 

Oh Boetius, Seneca deſired vnder Nero,and Papinian vnder Antoninus, the ſoltade 
which thou now eniojeſt : but whileſt they endeauoured to breake their bands , and leanedro g 
Drums ruituros moles ruinous wal,the maſſe of their greatneſſe tranſported & buryed them. Behold thy ſelferetred 
from aff aires, into a chamber of Pauia : behold thy ſelfe in repoſe, and among bookes, th juſt 
entertainement of thy yong dayes; why doſt thou not now preſently maRe a vertue of the hap 


pyneſſe , which the prouidence of God offereth thee? 


Fora third point he conſidered the fraits that might be deriued fromtri. 


bulation, when itis wel managed. Proſperity ( ſayth this wiſedome vato him) 
s windy , open, ſlippery, & inconfiderate. Aduerſity quite otherwiſe , is ſober , reſerued, 
prudent , and circumſpedt ; the one vnder apparences of felicaties , bringeth vnro vs an infinity 
of lyes, the other is eugy graue and ſincere ; the one deceaueth ys, the other inſirudteth vs; the 
one blindeth ys , the other ealightneth vs; the one polluterh ys , the other purifyeth vs; the 
one charmeth vs , and tyech vp our vnderſtanding , the other enfranchizeth vs; the oneſept- 
rateth ys ſrom our ſoueraigne good, & maketh vs fal into a thouſand ſorts of vanityes, the 
other draweth vs back:e, as wuh a hooke , to the confideration of eternity ; the one createth tem; 


for vs many flatteries , the other diſcouereth vnto vs many true freinds, 


Let vs ſuffer a little, Boetius, and if this ſeeme troubleſome, thinks , that as thy proſpt« 
rities haue paſſed away , ſo shal thy aduerſities. The laſt day of thy life , which cannot be ſans 
off, wil exer be the laſt of thy il fortunes,if thou leaue not it , tt wil forſake thee : it 15 anordi. 
nance of God, that fauours and uiſgraces cannet be of long continuance , and that for mn- 


fals there is no euil immortal. 


Finally, for the laſt reaſon, the holy man, who had compoſed ſo learned 
books of the myſteries of our faith, forſaking al the comforts of humane 
things, drenched bim ſelfe very farre intothe conſideration of bleſſings inthe 
Thisis inſerted in Xfherlife, of eternity , and the excellency of God.He conſideredir, as anin- 
finit ſea of eſſence , bounty, beatitude, which encloſeth in ir-ſelfe al being, al 
good , al verity. He ſaw the whole vniuerſe inthis immenſity of God, as2 
ſpunge would bein the midſt of the Ocei,an atome inthe aire, & a little globe 
of glaſſe, enchaced in the firſt heauen, He ſaw in his boſome al glory , al dig- 
nitics, al riches, al treaſures, al pleaſures , al conſolations, al delights, al 
ioyes, and al beatitudes; he walked at caſe in thoſe fouretcene abyſles of 
 greatneſle , which are in God, to wit, infinity , immenſity , immutability ,erermty, 
* ommiporency , wiſedome , per ſection , ſandtity , benignity , power , proutdence , mercy , tuſtue, 


and the end whereunto al things tend. 


From thence he beheld the Word Incarnate, the trne King of ' 
and al the Saints laden with crofſesand perſecutions , thinking himlſclte ver 
happy to mingle his teares with the bloud of ſo many braue courages, V 


had gained heauen with violence. 
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= This conſolation ouerflowing his hart drowned al his acervities, and in-, 
ener ily (yeerned the ſbarpneſle of his captiulry. 
0 fly Behold rhe fruits, which the wiſe Boerius gathered in; his priſon ; wel 


" Wheviog chat vertue is an hoſteſſe craQable incuery lodging,and wholooſerh 

Jet is 1opart of her liberty 1n chaines, Ir only appertaineth to huge mountaines to 

uſand teare (now & verdure at one and the ſame time, & to great {oyles ro retaing 
holy vigour in the ſtrengrh of aflitions. | 


[Ute 

their 

f our bi nntr— | | —— 

che W'' | | 

| SECT I ON; VIL 

ſrom ; | 

"ow » ON The death of 'Boettus, 

lfes 

eart, , | . "ENT ; 

Lrade T is aloſſe, that the Authours which haue written of 

ins chis death, hane cur oft (ov ſhorr the laſt a&t ot 2 life 

ried lo eminent, There 1s.naor aiy thing, ſaith one, ſo cu- 

fiſt | rious ina ſtatue, nor'{o'hard topolith, as the nailes; 

bap- 2 and nothing which mare cleerly makerh the perfte= 
N ction ofa man accompliſhed in vertues to be ſeen, 

tri. 254 gvod death. I wilheer ſpeake that, which I haue 

im) drawge from the moſt probable authours, rouching 

w_ Ne ” the dearh of Boetius. 

knit [tis certaine he was very long in this priſon, ſince he complaineth inthe 

:the Wirfceof a boake, which he compoſed during the time of his captiuity,that 

the MWibpiric was in declination, his body being worne with the torments he en- 


ard by the rigour of a King of the Gorkcs, Dearh in the'end came to vnlooſe 


6 WM | | , 
” lsfetters, by an act very barbarous , exerciſed by Theodorike on this admira- 
meth  Wicman. | . | 


He ſceing Pope Iohn had done nothing in his fauour at Conſtantinople , but 
Mead of cauſing the Temples of the Arans.to be reſtored, had puritied and 


- pdchanged them) into Catholike Churches, he entred into a fury more exor- 
only Wirartthen cucr, and kept this good Pope in priſon at Ravenns, vntil he was 
oy wlted with diſeaſes, yealding vp his moſt bleſſed ſoule in fetters,to haſten 
benioy the liberty of the eleR. | 
ned Gprian and Baſtlins, accuſers of Boetius , failed not to kindle the fire with al 
ane Mirpower, to ruine him whom the already had wounded, There was ſent 
\the {iobimaCommiſſary, who was Goucrnour of Pais, to interrogate him 
nin- M{ſoomarters, wherewith he had been charged, The King promiſing him by 
g,al vs inſtrument a reaſonable vſage , if he would confefle al rhe procefle of 


2352 FW'vimaginary conſpiracy. Beetius hauing heard what his commiſſion impor- 
lobe W%replierh: | 


| dig- IN 7# the King your Maſter that my conſcience and age baue reduced me to thoſe rearmes, 
s, al {P*"® neither menaces nor allurements can Work e any thing vpon me to the preiudice of 
es of (To require the proceeding of my canſpiracy ,is ro demand 4 chimers, which hath neuer 
mit, nur ever hal, 15 the diſtruſt of his witneſſes ſo great, that needs he muſt exact from my 
ſte, WP the articles of my condemnation ? Verily he hath as much cauſe-to doubt my accuſers,4s 

Inatter of glory ro be accuſed by mouths ſo impure , that they would as ut were inftiſy the 
Red, (deft delinquents by their depoſitions. One Balilius chaſed from the Court , and charges 


very Pbdebr, bath been boght to ſel my bloud , and Þ.utng loſt credit in al things , finds more - 

who FP'**nough for my rume, Opilion and Gaudentius condemned ro bantshment , for an 
put number of wick ed pratiizes, they being fled ro Altars, the King redoubleth an Edit, 

This F) Which be ordeined, ij they mjtantly went not out of Raucnna , They should be branded in 


the 
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the forehead with an hoat iron, What may be added to ſuch an inſamy? yet notwithſtanding Wi wh 

the ſame day thcy were receiued and beard againſt me. Arrowes are made of al wad roy ] 

fixe me , and the met cr.minal are freed in my accuſation. S-me biing vot a»hand yg F g 

ag 4inſt the life of a Senatour thoſe, who would ſcarcely bane een ſer to conſ1ont very ſlaves, 
. 


This makgs me ſay my condemnation 15 premeditated , and my death aheady yow,g ard 
that this ſearch s made for petty formalities, fo diſguiſe an inivſine, 

King Theo. © ike playeth too much the Politiczan, for a man,whe bath ſul liberty 9d Wil 

il, What need is there to vſe ſo many tric kes? Tel hum boldly /rcm me , that I ſubmit t hi bis 
condemnation, 1 was willing to ſaue the Senate, though lutle grateſul ſor the ſincaiir : tear 
my aff« tions : 1 wished the repoſe of the Catholike Church : 1 banc ſougbt the liberty of the Wl 67 
Roman people : Heer is al that I can ſay. As 1 am not in condition to tel a [ye ; ſo am ny 
on tearmis to conceale a truth. Had 1 knowne the meanes to reduce the Empnre int ber BY wh 
ordcr , he should neucr haue pnder(tood if. Finally rf he be reſolued to put me to death this ket 
ypon, tet him haſten h1s blow. \t 1s long ſince | haue bad death m deſire and liſe im patieng, Wi 

The Commiſſary much amazed at this conſtancy , made his relation to Wm 
the King in very ſharp words, which put oyle afreſh into the flame,cothrug Milm 
affaires into extremities. The poore Ruſticiana,, wife of Boetius, knowingthe Wl #4 
point whereunto the ſafety of her busband was reduced, made vſe of 2] the Ml © © 
attraciues ſhe could, to mitigate the fury of the Prince : and obſcruing 6 
Amals;unta , the daugther of Theodorike, to be an honourable Lady , and 
endowed witha ſingular bounty , ſhe recommended her petitions andtez. 
resto her.” This Lady gaue her acceſſe to the King, to whom ſhe with her 
children preſented berſcltc ina moſt deplorabla State, able to ſoften obdy 
rate rocks, | | 

Alas , Syr , ſaid ſhe, if you once more deigne to bebold from the throne of your glary te 
duſt of the earth, caſt your eyes vpon a poore afflicted creature , wh. is but the Shadow ofwhy 

 $he bath been. 1 no longer am that Ruſticiana , who ſaw palmes and bonours grown 
houſe, as flowers immeadowes : Diſaſter hauing taken him from me, by whom 1 ſubfifed, bu 
left me nothing but the image of my former fortune , the ſorrowes of the paſſed , the gneſesf 
the preſcnt,and borrour of the time tg come. 

I would ſweare vpon Altars , that my busband bath newer failed in the duty wh be 
oweth to your Maieſty ; but calumny bath depainted his innucency vnto Jou with a cole ,tom WH # 
flame you with choller againſt a man , who exer held your mterifts as deere vnto bum abs] Pen 
owne, '1 know what hc hath ſo many times ſaid to me thereof , and bow he bath bied bi 
children , whom your Maieſty now beholdeth ar your feet, 1f we no longer shal take bent 
of inftice , Syr,1 implore Jour mercy, Looke on a woman, won thy of compaſiton , t«fſed int 
ſtorme, and who beholdeth im the hauen the olives of peace, whuh You alwayes haue arſe 
equal with your lawrels, Suffer me , | may tmbrace them : The world already bath aſt 
enough ro dread your power ; gime vs cauſe to loue it propertionall y to your bounty. Alas, Sr, 
en whom wil you beſtow ut ? Fre, which conſumerh al, burneth not asbes, and bchold vs in 
couered with ashes before your eyes : what more deſire you of vs? A miſerable creaturt i 
ſacred thing ; the Ged of the afflitted taketh tinto his proteGtion , and wil no more ban it bef 
couched then bis Alturs. 1f my vuhappines baue ſet me in that ranky , and my ſcxe madem 
4 iuſt obiett of your pitty, Sj, render that to me,which 1 in this world doe bold woſt preciany 
and thinke not we eucr wil retaine any reſſentment of what is paſt, when we hal ſee 


ſelues ree(tablished mm our former fortune, 1t is in you to command , and for ys to obe) the 4ri, 
ordinances, and euen to kyſſe the thunder-bolt that ſt1iketh vs, . wmen 
Ie is to much purpoſe to preſent muſike to the eares of Tygers, ithathn v5 

( 


other effec & but to enrage them the more. The cruel Tyrant preſently con 
manded the Lavy ro withdraw; adding he would doe her iuſtice. And th 
ceaſſing nor ſti] ro multiply ſuſpicions with him vpon this pretended col 
ſpiracy , as if Botius had now been preſently with ſword in hand wil 
the Emperour luſtine at the gates of Rome Or Ravenna , he fel into ſuch fearſi ©} 
gal, and choller, that without any other formal proceding of iuſtice, hedi-ſ ethi 


patched the aforementioned Comiſſary with a Tribune,to put him to death geunrue: 
| whole 


THE STATES-MAN:. is 
«hoſe life was ſo precious tothe Romane Empure, 


i, | 
ax Betis, who had a long time been prepared both by prayers and the Sacra- 


hens "2s AYR IA... . 

| my! gears of rhe Church tor this laſt houre, knowing the cauſe wherefore they 
l Wa, ame,beheld them witha confident countenance, and ſaid : Performe Jour Com- 
fig F gion boldly : It is long ſince I knew , that death alone muſt open the gates of this priſon for 


«, And hauing ſpoken this he conteined himſelfe ſome while in a dee 

7 tode flence, recommending to God this laſt at of his life, and confi gning to him 
tk; tisfoule, which during this impriſonment he had ſo often whitened with his 
nin, texres,and purified aS in aprecious limbeckeof eternal charities, wherein al 
at ſoules are deified, | 


il, 

_ This done , he went forward with a ſetled pace tothe plact of execution, 
o bets which the King would haue very ſecret ,not to excite the people; whete 
b the, WY 108 himſclte , Behold beer (ſaith he ) rhe Theater which 1 baue long deſired. 1 proteſt 
ience, Yore the face of the lining God , and bis holy Saints , that I baue euer had moſt ſincere intex= 
on to BY for the good of the State, nor am I culpable of any of theſe crimes obietted « gamſt me. 
thrus Wl 1/1 nocency be now oppreſt , there shal come a better poſterny , which shal draw aſtde the 
ng the  #140e 4nd extertaine the rajes of truth. | | 4 £4 

al the 0 Rome, O Rome, would ro God thou mighreſt be purified by my bloud, and 1 to be the laſt 
eruing wm ſacrificed for publike ſaſery ! I wil not now accuſe him who condemned' me , defirmg 
|, 204 WM 414tber may open 1s eyes ro ſee the wſtice of my cauſe , and the plots praftized vpon hs 
nd tez. WH ſoule, Behold the recompence 1 gaine, for becoming hoary in his ſerutce; but Gud is the 
th ber WY {ful wi-nefſe of al my attions, and 1 bis boſume 1s 3t now , where 1 lay downe my life, my 


obdu. WY 97,17 ſoule ,and al my miereſts. | 
There was but one poore gentleman waiter,that accompanied him in this 
lor) te 


pſage: who as he powred ont teares neer vnto him, Boerius earneſtly behol- 
ofwha dnghim, ſaid : Whereis your reſolution , leaue theſe teares for the miſerable , and tel my 


win ber WY er-in- law, 1) wife, and children, that | haue done nothing beere vnwWorthy of their hg 
Jed, bath WY 0,494 that they att nothing vnworthy of me , by bewailing me with plaints , which would 
griefe of kde bonour «ble for the condition of my death, but that they rathey take this accident 4s 4 


prurguife from heauen, They wel know | haue cuer told thent , it is not heere , where we 
wk expect repoſe, but 1 the place, where I hope toprepare them 4 700me. Theſe words 
boken', they proceeded to execution by the barbarous commandement 
puen by Theodortk e, 

lhaue read in a very anciet manuſcript,from whence I haue drawne ſome 
particulars couched therein, that a cruel torture was inflicted on this holy 
«long time {treyning a cord abour his forchead,in ſuch ſort,thar his eyes 
wefired 1 kitedout of his head,and that inthe end they knocked him downe with 2 
tb caſe kaer : which 1 cannot thinke to be probable, ſeeing al other conſtantly af- 
las, Icme his head was cut off by the hand of a hangman:and Martianw, who moſt 
{ 45h doquent| y wrot his life , addeth, that by miracle he ſome ſpace of time held 
ure is iS bead in his owne hands, like another S, Denys, vntil he gaue vp the ghoſt, 
ie han ef fore che Altar of a chappel very neerto the place of his execurion, 
\ madeneſ®t His body was interred in the Church of $. Auguſtine, ro whom he had a 
' preciany pticular devotion , and his name put among the Martyrs , as Baronius obſer- 
«l ſee kth, becauſe he died partly forthe defence of the Cathalike Church againſt 
obey pur 41hens, The place of his impriſonment hath been preſerucd as a great mo- 
wment of piety , his comb honoured with verſes, ſuch as that time could 
hath oſÞfoord, where among other things thisritle is giuen him: 
1y conf, BOETIYyS IN CALO MAGNVS, ET OMNI PERSPECTYS 
\nd they? ND 0. 
Jed coeffi The King ſtayed not a whit after this to put Symmackus his father-in-law 
nd wit ddeath, and to confiſcate al the goods both of the one & other , which was 
ch feaeſ} ery lawmentable thing 3 yet notwithitanding the couragious Ruſticians 
 hedifÞ*cthe death of her father and husband with ſo great conſtancy , that ſhe 
o death irrued to draw al ſucceeding Ages into admiration; for ſhe ſpake moſt 
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freely to the King , reproaching him with his diſloyalcy, and honoured theſe 
two eminent ſoules as Saints, much offended with her (clfe, if at any time 
narure won teares from her cyes,as iudging them too bale to be ſacrificed to 
ſo flouriſhing a memory. ; 
The vengeance of God ſlackned not long to fal vpon the guilty head of 
Theodorike: for few dayes after this ac, as he continually liued inthe repre. 
ſentations of his crime , his imagination was ſo troubled, that being -atthe 
table when they came to ſerue vp the great head of a fiſh , he figured tohin. 
ſcife it was the head of Symmachas , the laſt of al butchered , and although 
much endeauour was vſed to remoue this phantaſy from him, it was impoſ. 
ſiblero giue remedy , bur he roſe from the table like a man aftrighted,cryig 
out murder, and felt inſtantly ſuch a quaking ouer al his body, and beſides 
ſuch couulſions in al his members,that he muſt needs preſently be carryedr, 
his bed;where he was viſited by his Phiſicia,to who he coplained with much M= 
horrour, that he had ſhed bloud which would perpetually bleed again 
him, The feauer and phrenſy carryed him hence into tne other world, where 
he had a meruailous account to make; of whom we know no more particy. 
lars:yct $. Gregory witneſſeth that helearned from the mouth of a man worthy 


of credit, that the ſame day he dyed at Rome, certaine honourable perſons 
being at Liperj, a little Land of Sictly,inthe Cel of an Hermit, who liuedinthe 
reputationot great ſanity, he ſaid vatothem : Know yee, that King Theodoriky 


35 n0 more? They replying, Nay not ſo, we left him aliue , and in health, Notwithſtate 
ding (ſaith he) 1 can wel aſſure you he dyed to day in Rome , and which is more, i ixdged, 
condemned , and throwne into the ſtore-houſes of ſubterranean fire , which we beere cal the 
cautdron of Vulcan, Andit was a ſtrange thing,that they being returned to Rome, 
vnderſtood the death of this wretched King , to haue been at that very 
time, told by the Hermit ; which was held for a moſt manifeſt iudgementof 
God, and made al thoſc rotremble, who heard the relation thereof, 

Atbalaricw his grand-child by his daughter, alchough an intant, ſucceeded; 
to his eſtates, vnder the regency of his mother Amulazunte, who reſtored al 
the goods had been confiicated, to the widdow, that liued afrerward, vntil 
Iuſtnian got the Empire from the Gorhes, by the meanes of Bellaſerius: atwhich WM! 
time ſhe made al the images and ſtatues of Theodorike tobe broken, cauſing b 
alſo another proceſle ro be framed againſt him after his death. 

Alas, great God, who gouerncſt the ſtate of this yniuerſe, and makeſt the Wima 
pillars of heauen to ſhake vnder thy footſteps ! what is man who wilpr& 
&ize wiles in a matter of policy contrary to thy cternal maximes? How bath 
this wretch ended, looſing ſoule, Empire, & ſaluation,to purſue a phantoſme? 
He roared like thunder in the clouds, on the theater of humane things, and 
the paſt away, leauing nothing behind but ſtormes,durt, and morter:at which 
rimethy good ſcruant Beetius, walking in the wayes which thou preſcribedlt W* 
him, is mounted tothe glory of the ele, leauing heer behind him the pre- 
-Slous memory of his nameto al poſtcrity. 
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ADYES, 


I should doe an iniury toſandtity, euen inthe 
Holy Court, if hauing vndertaken ro ſpeake of 
| Piety of great-ones in theſe Treatiſes, I should 
paſse Ladyes vnder filence, whoin al tymes haue 
contribnted co rhe glory of Chriſtianity ſo much 
—- = force beyond their = ,AS vertues aboue nature. 
dhahemployed theminthe great affaires ofal Ages,lincethe W ord, 
Wichfrom.al eternity acknowledged bur one Father in Heauen, hath 

en pleaſed ro.acknowledgein later tymes, one mother yponearth: & 
the whois able to cloath the meadowes with the enamel of flowers, 
adHeauen withrhe beaury of lights, rooke flesh and bloud of a Virgin, 
make himſelfe-a garment , and trame to himielfea body. Andas the 
alt womb of a woman ſcrucd him for a lodging at his firſt entrice in- 
Ihe world : ſo when he wouldifſue .out amongft ſo.many horrours, 
mhments,and images of death, when ſtones were rent aſunder for 
devnder his feet, and Heauen diſtended it-ſelfe with ſorrow ouer his 
Kid, women Were alſo fonnd.neerto the Croſle, as witneſles of his laſt 
lords, and ſuruiuers of his bloud, 
tleer, o Ladies, are eternal alliances,which you haue contracted with 
ation ; and he who would bereaue you the fweetrnes of its repoſe, 
ud banish you from your owne houſes. So many men as ſtirre vp 
anels,ſceme now adaies to haue no other profeſſion bur to kiland dye 
Pon credit, Thoſe, who are conuerſant with books, waſt themſclues in 


[ H Efepleating tortures of the mind. Others , who are inuolued in the tur- 


oils of publike affaires , oftentymes gaine nought cls but ſmoke and 
ule, Burwhen 1 behold you vnder the title of the Deuourt Sexe, Which 
puen you by the Church, I find your blefling 1s in the dewot Heauen, 
that you reſemble bees, Which are borne in hony , or rather thoſe 
ofthe fortunate Lands, nourished with partumes. 

Z Belicue 


25 4 

Beliene me, thoſe of your ſexe who have not tree piety Shadthey 
world of greatneſſe and beauryes ,and were it that al the niches gf 
world had rendrcd it-ſelfe tributary to theirintemperance, would beg, 
more eſteemed before God , then the flower of graſſe, or ſcumme'g 
carth.But ſuch as take the way of holy 8 ſolide vertues, enter intoa hf. 
wholy Angelical, which forgetting ſexe and natural imperfeiong 
furnisheth ir-lelfe with the moſt perte& idzaes of the Divinity, 

Bchold heerof a model, which [preſent vnto you in this Treat, 
where aftcr I haue obſerued, rather by ſpeculation then practiſe, ſoms 
blemishes, which might tarnish the luſtre of ſo many celeſtial beauies 
I reduce the piety of Ladyes into ſuch bright ſplendour of day.ligh 
that it were to haue no eyes, notto admirethe merit thereof, 

I hauc been willing ro make this ſeruice ſureable to my habit, agg 
not vnWorthy of your conſiderations, thereunto inuited by Ladyes,whg 
hauc happily allyed vertue tothe moſt eminent qualities ofthe King. 
dome, and who might ſerue mefor a model, were they in a much beter 
Agethen my ſelfe. If God who hath inſpired me with theſe contem. 
plations grant your performance, I shal haue the crowne of myrvowes, 
and you that of your pericRions, 
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NEW That the Holy Court cannot ſubſift without the vertue of” 
Ladyes : aud of their piety im the aduancement 
F; pf Chriſtiamty, 


EHOLD where I purpoſe to ſhut vp this worke 
of the Holy Court, which I haue brought thus farre 
with labour enough. Aud ſince God after thoſe grear 
works of the creation repolſed ſo ſoone as-he had 
1] made woman, he therby ſhewes me anexample to 
giuc ſome reſt to my pen, when TI ſhal haue repreſented 
| \nto you the perfectionsof a Lady , ſuch as 1 would 

1 wiſh her,to ſcrue as an ornament for Chriſtianity,and 
a model of vertue, 

Yet Reader, I muſt necds tel you, I have feared this hauen, whereunto I | 
ſawmy ſelfe arriue of neceſlity, as wel for that I learned of the great Martyr Tuft _—_ a 
fin, that a ſingular diſcretion muſt be had to treat with women,and that yo" yp - 
he doth very much, who can loue their vertues without danger : beſides, ers ode 
being naturally diſpoſed to breuity , 1 ſome-what doubted leſt they might ul ous, 
nſenſibly com.unicate by my diſcourſe ſome touches of thoſe great delayes, 
which they vſc in attyring themſclues ; and verily 1 ſec there are many things 
May be ſayd both of the one fide and other: Bur as 1t 15 an at ſome-w hat vn- 
Gul torunne inconſiderately into inueftiues againſt the ſexe, ſoitis an vn- 
worthy ſeruitude of mind to be too obſequious to them, and render vices in- 
Otrigible by a falſe preſumption of vertues. 

Iam much bound to my profeſſion, that it ſequeſtrethme from theſetwo 
wks, where ſo many veſſels ſuffer ſhipwrake. If I muſt blame you, I wil 
de as he who ſlew the ſerpent, not touching the body of his ſonne twined Alcg of Crete? 
Pinhis folds; 1 wil ſtrike vice without ſlandering the ſexe, andift they mult 
teprayſed, 1 looke onthem as the idxacs-of Hato, which haue nothing in 

mcommon with matter, 

I begin to verify my firſt propoſition, and ſay , the good life of wo- 
Minis apiece ſo neceſſary for Chriſtianity , that it cannot be cur oir with- 
Ut introducing anotablediſorder:and this | ſay,becaufe there are many vn= 
olle&ed ſpirits in the world, who makeit thcir glory to actal againſt the 

ite, to oppoſe the moſt ſound opinions ,to A lye to — 
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doethat in the world which Momus in fables. Sometymes they ſet themſelueg 
to.cenſpre the Stare, and find ſomewhat to ſay of military matrers, treaſures, 
lawes, and offices: ſomerymes they frame Common-wealths of Plato in their 
empty braines,and conſtitute new formes of goucrnement, which neuer wit 
haue being but in their chymzraes.When they haue touched vpon the purple 
and the diademe , they buſy themſclues to controule God vpon the maſter. 
pieces of nature, and among orher things that he hath done 1] tocreate; 
woman, 

Caro the Cenſor ſaid inhis tyme, That if the world were without women , the cin- 
werſation of men wauld not be exempt from the company of Gods, And a Docour of the 
lewes yealding a reaſon why the Eternal Word had ſo long tyme deferred, 
it's Incarnation , ſayd nothing els, but that the world was then repleni{bed 
with bad women, and that foure thouſand yeares were not able te furniſh out 
one good one , to {erue as an inſtrument ſareabletorhe greatnes of this My- 
ſtery. Another hauing lmued free from the bands of marriage,cauſed to beſet 
on his tombe: Vixit ſine impediments, He lived without hindrance, which was aphraſe 
very obſcure to exprefle what he would ſay : Notwithſtanding it was found 
this hinderice,w herof he ſpake,was a woman. This may wel happenthrough 
the vice and miſery wherin the ſtate of this preſent life hath confined vs; but 
to ſpeake generally , we muſt affirme, had it been the beſt way to frame the 
world without a woman, God had done it,neuer expe&ing the aduilc of theſe 
braue Catoes ; and whoſoeuer endeauoureth to condemne mariage,as athing 
not approued by God, ſheweth that he is either out of his wits, or apublike 
enemy to mankind, 

The great 5. Perer, in whoſe hart God locked vp the maximes of the beſt 
policy ot the worl:i , was of another opinion, when he indged the good and 
laudable couer{ſtion of women rendred it-ſelte {o neceflary for Chriſtianity, 
that ir was a ſingular meane to gaine thoſe ro God , who would not ſubmit 
themſclues tothe Ghoſpel. Whereupon he affoordeth an incomparable ho- 
nour to the vertue of holy women, diſpoſing it in ſome ſort jnto a much 
higher degree of force & vtility.then the preaching of the word of God:and 
in cffc& ir ſeemeth this glorious Apoſtle by afpirit of prophecy toreſaw an 
admirable thing, which atterward appeared in the reuoJution of many Ages, 
which is,that God hath made ſuch vſe of the piety of Ladyes tor the aduices 
ment of Chriſtianity . that in al the molt flouriſhing Kingdomes of Chri- 
ſtendome there are obſerued ſtil ſoine Queenes or Princeſſes , who hae the 
very firſt of al aduanced the ſtancart of the Croſſe vpon the ruines of Infide- 
liry.Helemu planted true Religion in the K-man Empire, Ceſarea in Perſia, Thi 
velmda in iiuly. Clotilda in France, Indegundis in Spaine , Marganite 111 Ergland , Gyſeli 
in Hungarie, Dambruca IN Poia:d, Uiga 1n Kuſna, Erhelberga in Germany , not ſpeaking 
of an infinit number of others, who have happily mainteyned and encreaſed 
that, which was couragiouſ]y eſtabliſhed, | 

Reaſon alſo t:uoureth my propoſition; for we muſt neceſſarily confeſſe, 
there is nothing ſo powertul to perſw de what ever it be, as complacenceX 
fattery ; ſince 1t as the ſmootheſt attraRiuve, which the euil ſpirit made vi 
of inthe terreſtrial Paradiſe to ouerthrow the fiſt man, ſetting before hint 

the alluring plealures of an Ewe , very newly itſucd out of the hands 0 
Go, 

Now euery one knowes nature hath imparted to woman a very good 
portion of theſe innocent charmes : and if many by theſc priuiledges arc allo 
powertul in actions ſo wicked , why ſhould not ſo many vertuous ſoules g& 
nerouſly employed in rhe ſeruice of the great God, beare as much ſway fines 
he acultometh to communicate a grace whouly new to the good qualities 
that are aymed to his hunour? 


1 conure al Women and Lacyes, who ſhal read this Treatiſe, wy 
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from hence e gencrons ſpirit , and neuer permit vice, and curioficy may de- 
tine rribire from ſuch ornaments, as God hath conferred onthem ,'ir being 
vafitro {tuffe P.abyloa with the gold and marbles of Sion, 


— 


SECTION MM 


That women are capable of good lights and 
ſolid mſtrufions. 


, INCE I ſee my ſelfe obliged by my deſigne, to 
VF make a briefe model of principal perfe&ions, which 
f PS may be deſfircd for the compliſhmene of an excellent 


YE petteced without obſeruing vicious qualities, which 
are blemiſhes oppoſite tothe vertues we endeaugur to 
eſtabliſh; 1 wil make vſe of the clew of ſome notable 


RE) Lady , and that this diſcourſe cannor be throughly 
WA V \ , 

8 inncntion info great a labyrinth of thoughts , the bete 
, ter ro facilitate the way. 

I remember to haue heertofore read a very rare manuſcript of Theodoſfius of 


e belt Mts, a Greeke Authour, tonching the nuptials of Theophilus Emperour of 
0d and Carſtantinople , and his wife Theodora, which wil furniſh vs with a figgular en- 
1anity, WW mance into that, which we now ſeeke for; ſothat we adde the embeliſhment 
ſubmit Ws many oracles of iwiſdometo the foundations, which this Hiſtorian 
le 10- kth layed. 
X much W + He recounteth , that this Theophils being on the point to diſpoſe himſelfe «Au. 3307 
0d:and formariage,the Empreſſe his mother named Eupbroſina, who paſſionately defi- 
law i WY rdthe contentment of her ſonne in an afaire of ſo great importance,diſpat- es 
Ages, ched her Embaſſadours through al che Prouinces of che Empire , rodraw to- od 
AQMACts gether the moſt accompliſhed tnaydens which might be found in the whole relateth ir 
f Chtl- WF circuit of his Kingdome. And for thar purpoſe ſhe ſhur vp within the walles ſomewhat 
aue the W Conſtantinople, the rareſt beauties of the whole world, aſſembling a great 
f \nfide- W number of Virgins iato a chamber of his Pallace called for curioſity The 
fa, Th WW reve. The day being come, wherein in the Emperour was to make choice of 
d , G)fs WY her to whom he would give his hart wich the Crowne of the Empyre, the 
(peaking Wl Emprefſe his mother ſpake ro him in theſe tearmes: | 
acreaſed MT LORD AND SON NS, Needes muſt I confeſſe , that ſince the day nature 
" bind me ſo ſtraightly to your perſon , next after God , I neither haue loxe , feare, care, hope, 
confelle, MW wr eonten tent , but for you. The day yeatdith vp al my thoughts to you, and the mght which 
LCEnce : ſemerh made to arreſt the agitations of out ſpirit , neutr razerh the remembrance of you from 
made OW wþure 1 acknowledge iy ſetſe doubly ebl:ged to procure with al my endeagours what ere 
ore hin erneth your good , becatiſe 1 4m} your not) tr ; and that: ſee you charged with an Empire, 
1ands 0 Which is.n0 ſmal burden to them who haue the diſcretion to ynderſtand what they yndertake, 
of It ſcemes ro'me ſince the death of the Emperour your father , my" 110 honoured Lord, 
ery & ( baye ſo many tyme» newly been delivered of you , as 1 haue ſeen thorny affairs in the man- 
'S Are Y rope of your ſtate, And ar this time when 1 bthold you vpon tearmes to tak e 4 Wife, and that 
oules gf Iknow by experience to meet with one who is accomplished with al perfettions neceſſary for 
way fIOCW ru fate , is noleſſe rare then the acquiſition of 4 large Empire , the care 1 haue entr vſed in 
qualit!"Y droncerne; Jour glory and contentment, is therefore now more ſenſible with me , then at 
- roll = # ber time heretofore. | | 


frow 
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| babentſexum, 


 downe to bite al the (tones be findes in bis way, yea thoſe which are laid by work-men wm the 


{ay by a woman, and ceaſe not toſeratch the wound, to revew the ſmart of it. But whiſies 
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&@. 11 is !rue, 8 moſt deave ſonie,tyat the pr.atſe-wor thy mnclinations which 1 baue obſerued in i 
Your Maitj:y , gue me us mach hope 4s may reaſonably be coacetuedin the courſe of bumang f 
rings: jet not 1: bjanding be 4.cenis we ſee to happen ſo conttary to their proceedings, | 
do. al;o entertaine my mind in ſome vncertannty. 
Th.ut you may tuke ſome reſolution vpon this matter, behold in thePearle of Conſtan, F 


tinople, | have mae chotce of the moſt exquiſit mardens of your Empire,to the endyour 11,1 
ity may «let her, whom you »balindge moſt worthy of your chaſt affections, 1 heſeech God ) 
who is authourof Marriage, to drre6 your ſpirit in this choice , and diſpoſe ut to that , which E 
shal be to hy greater glory , wherta you $.4 eur fiad your contentments, [ 

When ſhe had ſpoken this, ſhe drew out of a box a golden apple, enz. 
meld with precious ſtones, which ſhe had purpoſely cauſed to be made, ther 
it might be preſerited to her , who ſhould be choſen out for the bed ofher 
ſonne, and putting it into the Emperours hand: . 

Bebold ( ſay th he ) the golden apole which 1 leaue to Jour diſcretion,to gine it ro the mf 
abſulute. You baue the Commiſion o; Paris m your bands , but you shal doe wel fo aiſpoſeof 
it more diſcreetly then be, 

The Empcrour,after he had moſt affectionately given thanks to his mo. 
ther for fo many excellent proofs of her affeRion, asked of her by whatnote 
might one ktiow a wife truly vertuous, and fo accompliſhed as ſhe wiſhed, 

Euphroſina replyed : lt ts no flerght demand, O Emperour,nor can that ſo readily be 
reſolued , yet by your good fauour 1 wil roughly delineate this diſcourſe with ſo much ſinceruy, 
45 pot to attri-ute any thing tomy ſexe , to the preiudice of truth, 

There ae three ſarts 0, men , who cannot ſpeake wel of vs: whereof the firſt are certaing 
ſeoffets, who to put ihemſclues into an bumour , and to giue ſcope to their wits, hauenodiſe 
courſe mare famuliar in ther mouths , then the condemmation of women : & God farbid theſe 
sbould be any ocher then Poets or Philoſophers ; fot they frame diſcourſes of our nature, &«x- 
itauagances to no puzpoſe. | 

I reuenge my ſelſe commonly vpon theſe kind of men by ſilence : forit is to caft wattr en 
coalcs, to heare them wirhout reply ,and to punish their tarile by contempr, 

Others are men wounded in ſport, and who baue net wel gefec ſome diſgraces they 
haue received from women, ts whom either vice , folly , or malice hath enga.... them more 

then Was exprdiens for their quiet. Theſe are , 4s if « dog hurt with aſione «hould - unne vp and 


buildings of Churches and howſes, They fal vpen al women for baumg been deceived « they 


not it, is 4 meere paſſton , to blame the general for the deſerts of particulars? 

In the third ranks are-certaine mclancholy farious creatures, or ſuch 4s bane ſome-thing 
worſe in them then ſury , who bauenot ſo much proclaymed warre againſt our ſext, 4s de= 
nounced it againſt total nature , which couerech vs wuh its a1mes in this pount , and confite 
meth vs in our right by their, ſilence, 

Some of theſe, who are ſtrong in paſ0n, and diſcouer their revenge with pretext of lear- 
ning , would perſuade vs, that the meaneſt ſpirit of al the men in the word , is more emucnt 
then that of the moſt capable woman. 

 Verily I wil not Tayſe my" ſexe aboue the merit thereof , thinking we sba! entr be bigh 
enough , if we abide in the ranke which God bath giuen vs . 

But whether we conſider reaſon , or wherber we regard experience , they very pertinently 
make voyd this chymera of conceit , which bath taken birth from ſelfe-loue ana folly ,s from 
is two moſt ſuteable elements. | 

I would willingly demand of theſe diſcourſers , whether they bold ſoules to han 4 ſexe? 
Neuer wil they auow this opinion, yuleſſe they me ance to renounce faith andreaſon. And if our 

ſoules be maiffrenth created by God , why doe they therupon goe about to forge diſtinitions, 
Which haue not any ſubſiſtence but in they depraued imaginations. | 
' 1f ſome ſay this diuerſity proceedeth from the bodjes ; who knoweth not that the diſpoſ»- 
tion of or gens , from which it is thought the goodneſſe of wit proceedeth , is 45 adudutagur” Bt : Inch 
in women as men ? See we not euen at this day in al ſorts of conditions men ſomerines ſa ak, Þ thy; 
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| in git 484 (4p4 It), thas if one degree should be taken from them , it ſeemes they vwould 
ang be but ſufficient to become beaſts? ana haue we not ſeen in al times women intelligent and 
2s, apable, ſome wheraf hiue made them{elues appeare as miracles in artes , and oth rs shewed, 

thatif they were ignorant , we could attribute ut to #0 cauſe , but to the modeſty of their con- 


? 
wa of should be too copious if 1 now went about to enlarge my ſelfe vpon the goodly work s of 
Be Soph1a, Erinna, Soſipatris, Cleobulina, Theomiſtoclea, Teleſilla, Zenobia,& 
bich Eudoxia ,Thoſe who condemne in ys the want of yvit,oftentymes wish we bad leſſe,&+ would 
ſutle a good part 0 f their contentment m our flupuity, 
_. We hold for an vndoubted trutb,that God haumg created vs with this equality of ſoules, 
hat me haue 44 much right in knowledges neceſſary for vs in matter of grace , vertue, and glory, : 
hey 4m:ncan haue, One thing I may vvel ſay , chat the complexion of feminine bodyes,may diftil 


iuro our ſoules inconſtancies, infirmities, and paſſions, vyhich perhaps vvonld take an mregular 

mf gyht, vere they not repreſſed by piety and reaſon. : | 

of For my p.ars 1 thinkeSimonides hath nor very il expreſſed the ten orders , which be bath 
nuleof rhe humours of women , and this wil much help you in che chouce you are to makg , if 

Mareſty wil take jo much paine as to be informed therof, 

In ſaying this, ſhe cauſed her Virgins to draw neer ;and as heertofore 
thole of sp4r14 ſhewed drunken men ro their children to make them toab-. 
he horre drunkeneſſe, ſo framed ſhe a deſcription of the bad natures of woman 
toprocure adeteſtation thereof, and exalc the merir of the vertuous , by the 
counterpoile of their contrarie, 


tine 

dif ; | 

eſe "'SECT-ION. III. 

tX= 

y08 The ten orders of women, and the vicious qualities 


which Ladies ought eſpecially to auoid, 1 


EHOLD Maydens ( ſaith ſhe ) and aduiſe in goed tyme to lay 
held on the tenth ranks : for there are nine neyther pleaſing nor 
laudable, | | | Coe eta cat 
In the foſt ſphere are theſe , which are of the nature of a 0A, T's 
hog, creatures virworthy to be named , who ſoile the bonour of pecr, 2, 1. 
ll their ſexe, by the diſorder of their carriage : for leauing al that 
| which is euher honeſt or generous in our manners, they let them- 
{elues looſe to al kind of infamous pleaſures , of gluttony and luſt, 
which ruineth them in conſcience, fortune, and reputation. They 
ae whoups, prowd birds, which haue nothing but creſt , and naturally deligbt i ordure: th 
atbats, which cannot endure one little ray of light , but ſeeks to hide themſelues vnder the 
wane of night: they are borſe-leeches, which draw bloud from the veines of a houſe and ſtate, 
Were they exerciſe their power, They are Syrens of the earth, which cauſe Sbipwracks with- = | : 
WWater. They are Lamia, who haue hofteries of Cut-throats , that kl men vnder pretext Vide Petrum Das 
giod vſage. They are barpyes, who ſurprixe euen from Altars , and in the end become enue- — 
from if "wed dipſades , which enforce an enraged thirſt vpon thoſe whom they haue once bitten, He 
ther ſpeakes ths vice of 4 woman , bath as it were nothing to ſay of al the euils in the world. 
foxe? I Aud when impudence bath giuen them 4 brow of fluut and fteele to fine , the bank: rupting 
if our | Vachic made vpon honour is attended by that , which is commiteed on vertues and Altars, . 
ad there is not any vice in the world , which wil net ſeeke to poſſeſſe it- ſeife of the throne, - | 
ſum whence 5hame ſaſtneſſe is banisbed, 1 beſeech you I may ſpeake no more of theſe ſcandals 
Whature, leaſt I may poy ſon my tongue by the recital of their deportment, 
» Inthe ſecond ranke are thoſe, who haue the Sk inne of tbe fox and the ſnares of th bunter, Eccle. 9. | 
G prize the fimple. I ſpeake not atal o f certaine creatures , who vſe pleaſing ” —_ Laqueus VEngurum 
ds bs HOLMES 


Mu'iter flulca 
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ſuotutties , as were thoſe of Rebecca and Rachel, which rather relisbed of prudence they 
craf-thut | aiſcourſe of ſome women cunning,tnconſtant,ingenious, and prattike,We ſee byex.. 
pertence, that creatures the leſſe ſtrong haue rhe more ſlerghts , as if nature were Willing tore. 
compence the defeft of one part , by the exceſſe of another ? So it often happeneth thax We our 
{clues being deſtttute of forces, which 15 more proper for men, haue recour ſe to an infinit Num 
ber of deceits « wherein we thinke to haue ſome aduantage , c> by the cunning of our Wits 
which are nimble enough, and by rbe ſuperaboundance of leaſure we entoy in a ſedentayy ble 
and by the feruour 0 f our paſuons , which being almoſt neuer in the meane , dee fire " 


our vuderſtanding , tomake it produce an enfinit; of deſignes, There are women able to Line 


a lefſon to the geeateſt Lawiers in matter of proceſſe ; ſo wel are they verſed therein. 
they know al the termes of litigious pleadings better then exer did Laveon or Triboniug 
and they ſo cunnirigty make vſe thereof, that they tyre the ſtiongeſt patiences by the tricke; 
and flexibilinies which they inyent. There are ſonie, who baue a ſent ſo penetrating , that th 
ſmel fro farre al which is done mn 4 Citty, > 61ſcoutr the moſt ſecret things to fond m ſome ſat 
their owne intereſts, Others perpetually beare a ſnare on their tongues, ſuch word: hae they 
of donble meanings ; they know bow to meaſure their daliantes to their ovwne profit; to couy. 
terfeyt fremdisbip where there 1 not any; to bide hatred vnder flattery;to put Rinals inty pl. 
fion and quarrets;to make them fight and play the Fencers at their pleaſure, and afterwards 1 
pal ſome feather from thoſe that are beaten. We doe not ſo much aduance our affairs # we 
Whald wish by theſe trickes ; for that niaketh vs odious, and takerh the credit from ys which 
We 'shbuldather dcrine from the goodneſſe of our manners. And beſides, as there is no policy 
which bath not in the end 1ts countermine, whilſt paſion bulderh ys if breath todeceine others, 
oftentimes we ſuffer our ſclu«s to be ſurprixed by a certame leuity , of eaſily belicuing al theſe 
which flatter vs. Faire Maides belteug me, 4s there is norhing more lowely then Loodneſſe, is 
there not any thing more ſtable then an honeſt ſimplicity. We are not borne to be Circes and 
Medzaecs , nor 12 open 4 shop of al ſubrilities ;let vs be contented that Poets haue mate s 
monſter of a creature gf our ſexe , whuh commonly ſpake in Tery ambiguous termes, and th 
named it Sphinx ; let ys ſpeake truths to make fables falſe , & beware of the art which they 
profeſſe. \\ 


In the third rank. got along certaint Matures endewed with dog-like qualities , mt inſur- 


e> clamola,nihil portable , a: are ſu many women troubl:ſume , importunate., and ſlanderous , who doe nothing 


emnino ſcien, 
Eccle*9. 


Proiu.27. 


Vlifles Aldo- 


braadinus. 


perpernaily.but bay , bawyle , or bite ,T lie with ſuch acreature itt a bouſe is to boue anittes 


gp perfoillan rvoſe; which letteth raine and tempeſts drop 19 winter vpon the bead of the boſt, There at 


ng in te f1 rigorls, 


men who become f«milizr with Lions, beces , & dragons ; but where sbal you find one ,who 
hath madetrifable ſuch kg buntorrs? The babitations of deſerts are delights m «pariſon of 
furh company, 4 filme wn the eye , the gout inthe feot , rhe ſtone mrhe 1emes,, the hiſingof oſ- 
Pikes; thunder, bghtning ;1aſers , hovks of iron, make leſſe noiſe, and doe leſſe burt , then 
choſe poiſened tongucs » which penetrate euen mro the entrailes,” 
| A busband which meeteth with ſo il a chance , daily afteth that part in bis bouſe , which 
did heretofore Prometheus on the mountaine of Caucaſus , when a yaltur rent bim 4liut, 
&- gnawed his batt, which was only fruitful for bis punishment. The wife that meetes with 
4 bad busband should not much complaine, but yer sbe findeth that being in ſubiefin, 
She is not ſo farte diſtant froth thedegree, wherein nature hath placed her: but on the contrary 
ſide ro ſee a man il handled by the mpudent exclamations of an imperiens woman , i a kind of 
monſter in nature , which mouth pitty in ſome , and aſtonisment mn ot he1 5, Al busbancs hone 
vor the reſolution of the Phyloſophtr Socrates, who held opinion we muſt endure women, 
as the durg of pigeons, which pay our patience with their frurt fulneſſe, For yertly being 10 
ned wich a bucket of water by his Miſtreſe Xantippa, aſter great noiſe of bicter words ,b# 
replycd, ſucb was the nature of the world, becauſe aſter the thunder- clap followed raine, Out 
Age is not ſo fruitful in ſuch inſenſibilities : bur tm like occaſions the busband and wife com- 
ming th conrend with words ,4 Wind is 14)ſed at the doore & window , which bringeths 


ſtorme inro the bouſe;tn al trmes our tongues haue been cenſured , as temp«ſis oppoſite to pub- 


like repoſe: ſome baue.compared them to thoſe bels of the fareſtof Podona,, whuh mai 
4 prodrgicas 1angling : others haue ſaid there needeth not abeue three of them to make vps 


Faire; and others haue added , 1t was 11 done to ſay they were words , which came fre 
ou 
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SHE LAY , 


wi #ouths, buf rarher wanes and ſroath of the ſex, I cannot but thinke theſe Cenſours Mulicrum ver 
ſake out of exceſſe ; but let vsproue them lyers by our diſcretion, C perſuade our ſc lues, belss once. Ful- 
thrdiſcomrſes of 4 wom.4n which haue been purificd by ſilence and conſideration, haue amer- B<ms: | 
verfur. 
In the fourth order are women of the earth , who are of a na ture grojſe , ſlupid , and Mulier ſua, 
hl, that live in the world as ſuperfluous creatures , and know as it were neyther good Frou.1, 
wil: the care of their bouſe very lutle roucherh them; the leaſt buſineſſe is of power much to 
e their minds; their kindred and allies firdlittle freindsbip with them, ſince they theme 
s haue oftentymes the harts of an oſtrich towards their owne children , whom they re- 
jol « if they were ſtrangers. 1n the end they haxe much adoe toendure themſelues, ſo vn- 
mitable chey are , and malignant towards Ciuil life : which hapneth to them throwgh depra- 
adhabits , and imordinate idleneſſe , whereinto they have ſufſered themſelues to ſlide froms 
their render yeares , or by ſome other corruptions of a melanihuly ſpirit , which they foment to 
theproiudice of cheir repoſe. 
Theſe kind of natures are good neither in the countrey, Citty, hous-k.eeping , nor in Reli- 
puu,For we find that in al things we muſt vſe endeauour , and that we came into the world, 
into a galley , where , if oue cannot mannage eyther the ſterne or oare, he muſt at the leaſt 
whe 4 shew to flirre bis armes , and imitate the Philoſopher Diogenes, who roled bis rub 
und downe , wherein it was ſaid he inbabited , to buſy himſelfe. For my part 1 lke wel Auguſt. 1. 4.96 
thſe people who banished al idle Gods out of their walles, and reteyned ſuch as eniojned I14- Ciuit. bow q, 
wile, For to live, and take paines, is but one and the ſame thing , and that which the nou- _ % C _ : 
_ we "= operatgth for the preſeruation of life ,labour doth the like for accomme- 
thereof. 
lathe fifth ſtation you þ.1ue women of the fg, who much deceyne the world by their fayre Now of hes 
ſenilances : for they at firſt appeare —— , 45 a ſea un the greateſt calme, ba- gr PO 
wy no want of grace or beauty , Which promiſeth much good to thoſe who know them not; | 
wt one would not belteue kuw they 5hift away) vpon thelcaſt wind of contrauiaion which is 
red; bow they are pafſed vp , ard become vnquiet w. th anger , luue , auarice, tealouſy , and 
her paſtons very atltue. Such an. one ſecth the flower oj rhe thorne , who knowerh not 
Wepmking chereof , and ſuch an one bekoldeth with admiration thoſe excullent beautyes, who 
Wane belieue bow many prickes and ſtings they couer vuder theſe imaginary ſweetneſſes,Tou 
ud cherein ordinarily obſerue very great leunty and impatience, whuh maketh them ho= 
Wrly.to change their reſolutions, in ſuch fort , that they thinke nothing ſo miſerable, as tore- 
aqneſitl in one & the ſame condition. 1 haue ſecn yong widowes , who had wasbed the 
bndjes of thetr ku:bands with then tcares, wiped them away with ther hanes, and as it wile 5 Zeno Hom 
Wore it by force of kiſſes, and vo aa; content with theſe ardent aff«ttions, diſcharging de continents 
the ſurpluſage of their paſſton vpon them owne proper budyes , tore then barre , pulled their 
ks, & were rather courted with duſt then apparel. They dyed enery boure , ſaying they 
id por line one ſole moment without their beſt belowed , an filled the ane and earth with 
Weir complaints ; which was the cauſe why ſuch as came tothe funerals knew not whether 
Mey 5beuld bewarle the dead or the d mg. Norwuhſtanding preſently aſter theſe grodly coun- 
lafetngs, they began againe to 1e forme their baire , & changerbe auſt of the pauen.ent mts 
tbe powder of Cypreſſe : to put paintmg vpon their {eares; to adorne With 4 Carcanet of pearle 
enecke, which they ſeemed to deſtine to a halter 10 ſetke for Oracles from their loeking= 
Joſe, and.ro dee al things, as if death and loue conſpired ro wake their feaſt in ene and the 
ame, 1 baue ol ſerued ethers , who being yet vnder the yoak,, were the Left ſeruants wm the 
Wrld: but as foone as they ſaw thimjelues at liberty , there were no worſe Miſireſes then 
tg, There arenored robe im the bart ofa weman the paſſtor.s of a Tyrant, ana sbuuldthey 
Mingaily baue wheels and giltets at their «nmand the world would become « place of 
INure and execution. Newer bave I ſeen paſſions more bard to yanguish: ſor in the ex the 
ſee which threatnerh the world to make Lur one element. ſuſſerethir-ſelſe to be ciſtnigursbed 
Wodrcbes by [rtrle grammes of ſand , which ſta;d it with the c«19onſton they 1ecerned there= 
Yo" from God : but when a woman letteth the raines of hcy paſc.on gre, there 15 not as it 
Vere ether law diuine oy humane , which can 16cal Ler ſpirut 1c12.(ſun., Fare Maides, taks 
Ws ſicm the mccejty of your barts the Iawes White tay bt grtth Jen by utes 
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262 THE HOLY COVERT. Part.2. 
Cufodi te3mu- In the ſixt degree are the natures of the Ape, who haue acertaine malice ſpightful ant 
liere mag, affetted ; and ſuch ſpirits may be ſound of this kind , who day and night dreame on nothing 
Prou.6, but miſchieſe, They are filled with falſe opinions , ſiniſter indgements , diſdaines , ſmothered 
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choller, diſcontents , acerbities, in ſuch ſort » that the ray of the pro] perity of « Ftighbour refle- ju 
eting on then: eyes , makes them ſigh and groane. And as thoſe Apes which ſculke in the hop ti 
o/ 4 Fradeſman , marre his tooles , diſturbe bis workes , ſcatter bi labours , and turmy il 
al topſy-turuy: 50 theſe malicious creatures ſpy occaſions to trouble a good affaire , todiſ. Ly 
ſolue a purpoſe wel intended , to ouertbrow 4 counſel maturely deliberated , to cauſe ate (0 
rardation on the moſt iuſt deſires , & fruſtrate the moſt harmeleſſe delights. How m " 
times doe we behold the ſunne to riſe cheer ful and reſplendent ina bright morning , andene. wh 
7) oxe is abashed to ſee miſt ariſe , which us this ſerenity doth that , which blemisbes on; The 
faire body 2 It is ſaid it ſometimes proceedeth from a Sorcereſſe , which darkeneth that gloraus il 
eje of the day with her charmes : And how often hauc you obſerued proſperities more radiuyt nr 
zhen the cleareſt ſommers day , which haue been cloyed with dusk y yapours by the ſeq 
pradtiſes of a woman, who biteth the bridle in ſome nook, of a chamber?; | " 
Faire Maids , malice is an. il trade : 1t euer drinketh downe at leaſt the mouty of the poyſap " 


which it mizgled for others, 
Muſerun genus Inthe ſeauemh Region there are ſome kind of owles , or wild-cats , certaine creatures, Ml. 
Tarjumums encemyesof day , of al conucrſation, al ciuility , and al decorum : who bauing neceined fray : 
Ged m4) honeſt enallements to adorne life, and to doe good to per ſons neceſitow , ſo ly 
rherr erutrayles , that you may ſooner extratt honey and manns ſrom flints , then get agoud 
zurne ont of their hands, | 
H1w 1s it poſſible they shauld be courteous , to oblige their likes , fince they are may 
£7mes cruel ro themſelues , defrauding themſelues of the neceſſities of liſe , which are at 
were 45 commen as elements, to ſatisfy 4 Wicked paſiion of auarice that gnaweth them with 
a kind of fury ? For the y endure in. aboundance part of that , which the damned ſuffer in fl 
mes perpetually , ard fearirg leſt the earth may faile them, they bewayle what is paſt, the 
complaine of the preſent, they apprehend the future, they loue Iiſe,only to hold money mpriſa; 
and feare not death,but for the expence muſt be made at their funerals, 
Let vs take heed we reſemble not theſe fountaines , which are ſo cold in the day, tht 
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—_—_— they cannot be drunkg, and ſo hot inthe mght that none dave come neer them, Let vs doe goud s” 
Helunicws. bothin liſe and death With the goods which God hath giuen vs. Tf men be vngrateful, be wi ws 
S. Bonaneytures {uſſir ys toreap reward euen from his bands. A couetous ſogle , which in the proſperity of its bins 
41h, aſfaires , and ſuperabundance of riches , hearethnot the clamonrs of the needy , is a thehen, Ka ; 
which is ſaid to be deafc in ſommer ; is like 4 bortie ful of ſiluer which afſoordeth nothing tl Iy 
be broken; is amil-wheel which much laboureth , and gayneth nothing ; 4 hog , which neue [0 
duth good, but at bis death. 1t hath alwayes folly for guide , ſeraitude for dowry , and miſe wine, 
for zecompence. | VS 
"WP! NAP In theeyght ave thoſe , which ave ſaid to be compoſed of 4 certaine mixture of powders whe 
hes | 606" very different, which cauſerh them to be of humours light, giddy , ſantaſtical,in ſuch mannn, make 
ag- Ecxle, 7" that they daily mak.e an infinit number of metamorphoſes, & one knoweth not in what mould YI | is 


they muſt be caſt, to put them ints a fate of conſiſtence.Youma) there obſerue 4 ſpin, which 4 
perpetually vpon chavge , which ceaſeth not to iump from deſire to deſire, lib e 4 bird frow 
branch 10 branch. A ſpirit , which wil and wil not, which ſayth and vnſa)th , doth and 
vndoeth , and which continually bindreth it-ſelſe in its thoughts. Al that which you thinks 
70 be very firmely ſetled with ſuch kind of perſons , is tyed with 4 ſluding k not , & tbe 
weederth bur the turne of a hand to ouerthrow what is thought to be beſt eſtabliched, One thing 
they retayne very conſtantly in ſuch an ebbe and floud of inconſtanars, which 1s obſtinately 
xe them/elues vpon their one opinions , and no more to give way toneaſon , then rocks ew ( 
10 Wautes. lt is verily one of the greateſt vices , which may he in 4 woman , 4s being the ſe 
2ninary of al diſcorders that grow in bowſes. Thane ener learned ſrom Antiquity , chat ts Ny Mes 
nobleſt Spirits are theſe , which giue good counſels , and that ſuch 4s willingly hark.en nt #iwi 
eh:m come neereſt & ivyne with them in 4 landable degree of goodnefſe, But ſuch 4s "ep 

ther can ge gvod adurce , nor Teceine it from others , ave the very worſt yatures of1it 


world, Preſrruc Jour ſcines , Mardi from ths Impe1jeciton , which ts the blemisb jo 
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the warme of concord', the poyſen of life , the inſeparable companion of folly. Make it not 
tropbey £0 be reſraftary againſt the adnices aud remonfirances of thoſe, to whom nate, 
wſuce , © reafen bath ſubretted vs : otheywiſe you Would traugile mach , & ger natking in 
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nyampevce, hus the perfeiion of a mule. | 
 I{etin the ninth place-nayds , who are of the nature of thoſe proud kind of creatures,as of Eccl 9» 
pueks,er little dogs, which are glurred with cuniufiries , whilſt ſo many poore peeple dye for 

linger ww! ee ſtreets, Thizorder is vow adayes muh (p1ead oney the world , for 1t 1+ filled wink 

neon , who ſreme to be beive for neugbt elſe, but romake 1t appears how bryb the dt= 
jrcgfaxerbitapt vature may muauut, when agreat fortune ſupporteeh them. Many little fig 

king goſips are ſeen, who are made vp like puppits , ſs curiouſly bred that they ſecxue to be fed 

wich potable gold berween cotten &> ſilke. Thoſe are the Dwinityes of fathe1 5 and mothcys, 

Weraiſe ratne and faire weather in then howſes , at the onely aſpett of thiir countenarces. 

Thewy & farnefſe of the whote famity-wayiech ow the condition of ther bumours ;they muſt 

#more be offended then thoſe ſtarres , Which are ebought to ſend tempe ſis vpon ſuch a haue 

mt ſaluted chem. What may one hoye-from a ſouls-altogethcr drenched in theſe delicacies? 

hlies attend the increaſe of age , and multiply by infinit degrees, Keaſun is trampled 

mier-ſeor , &- paſion armed with a great power mah es it- ſelfe ro be carried vpon the sboul= 

ir;of men, Nefercs axe without jueaſure , wils withaut lrtdic , paſion without moderation, 
llafuatfwichoureeh Piney: brauery, tattle , impertinent babble, toyishnes, loue,afſoord 

wpaſage to cruth, and if there be anyeenorronyitis atrogetker ſilken ; ſo coy and curious it is 

nthe choice of perſons.Sacraments are not good, i f rhey be not ty:d to bads,where vanity ſeek - 
thitsnterefts; yes pride is planted vpon the baire-cloth of penance; and if God would chaſtice 
hdOretures 18 their 1rhewy > berwuſt rye v3 bicr ods 2h fithe, or elsrbey nener would 1e- 

au 1011erhon. F445 ' EEIET : s 

. Wirwhey leaue thiir parents te be debuered telmherds , they got to change power , and 

WW. 4 buikend 38 1x67 Vain, according fq therr ſaying , if they baue not permiſiions 

buoy thing. And 4 it 55;faid the mopuenceuce iagreatb an qualities with the funnie , bur Prolom? | 
Wen *bebath eclypſed bims ; ſo tbey find not any concond in: marriage, but in the diminution of Almag, *- 


banbuity, whom God beth ginen them to bticheis bead. T bey carry along with their portions 
at Watref their, childhaed , mluch oficuumes aceompary them euen ro the graue. They: 


eyes 20 ſee aduerſtcy, no nor cares ta heare it z7bewn/eries of the poore touch them ſo. 


We, ri} hey Were made of marble , and the care.vf thew family chal newer mierrupt their. 


| Whetalife is it to behbald,a women , who althungh che riſe in 4.t5me when the ſunne is 


#ae noone-tide , notwithſtanding as if be ſeared the vapours of the ſeraine , the is armed 
- 7 pI birchtd., with a-acftoratine from the kitchin, to keep ber coloar the 
we 


Iym ahat tym shevuwſeth ber {elſe obe attyred, clothed liks on 1dol,by three or foure 


ſans, Who hane more: agee.to prefernc her beauty , then eucr bad.the veſtats of Rome ts 
Willaive the ſacred fire. One preſentetbiher with red , another with white,one holds @ look 
Viileſſe, > another dares not tel ber that the tyme of. Maſſe is already paſt, whilſt my 

lhtth her head-dreflengs: Jet muſt the Canons of the Church be biyken as eaſily as 4 Ho 
Min the bimonr of 4 Woman, &+ to celebrate then, when it is to be doubees whether the ſunne 


"me nes tobend ajready to his ſerting.. Moſſe is poſt over with making ſower ſaces ,and 
ng ſcornful with 4 good grace , wiah fame fleight-ceremonies of denoties , which gee 


" fwther then the eutward pants. There it is, where reſolutions: are made of entevtain- 
WY of time to be choſen for the reſt. of the day, Then fallew the viſits of child-bed women, 
Wings, and coacbings , dancings ,ung haukgts., where the'prateie x ſe lowd, that u few 
Wien conld ſuffice to-makg the nonſe vfmwonn. They much ltue 10: hearedifcourſevpon al 


Weffayres. They that have netthin ſpirits ſol ſubtile , enterteine themſelues:vpon tris 


Brand ligbr com plements, which theyhaueftudyed ſor the\ſpace of temyeares.Others, who can 
4 (hey haue 194d agreat quantity.of lone-pampbters , or ſuch like , would ſeeme. of abi- 


jpfarre as to giug law to Poets &- writers,Others, who baue not this kind of rellih;loxe not 


o plesſe any thing ſo much, «s their ovwne ſenſuality; aud tn rbcſe laoſe companies take fre- 
*0vind on dl fdes, to the great preiudice of their reputation. 
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plojed themſelnes in the cuſtumaris aftions of 4 beaſt , nay which a beaſt dayly performy, 
better then they ; with this diſparity, that they haue been more inuentuae toſeaſon then ſing, 

Behold what honeſt women.commouly moſt condemne in the.carriage 
of the vicious and imperfe&t, which hauc abreuiatedin few words ; bein 
-yowilling to enlarge any further vpon the .other imperfe&ions whereas 
haue no experience , hauing ordinarily ſo much entertainment with my 
books and impleymeuts, that I haucno leyſure to ſtudy on the mannerz gf 
this (exc. | 
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SECTION. IV. 


The tenth Order of women , ful of Wiſdome) 
and Vertut, 


= HE yong Emperour tvoke great pleafure to heare 
A the Empreſle his mother ſpeake ſo freely concerning 
SZ ; the nature of women; and he prayed her to performe 
mw =enrf her promiſe touching the characters, which might 


_—y ſcruc him in the choice he. meant to make; where- 
$$==4' vpon ſhereplyed: Io 

=) The laſt and moſt excellent order of women © that, which 

{ES} EK x2 beertofare was called the order of Bees; women truly linin, 
| DS ——elwt) who ſeemeto.baue been made vpon Celeſtial globes by thebands 
(a) Sleue fol 8 of angels, ſo. ſweet is their nature;, their vertue fo rare, and price ſo Ynualuable. They as 
in « eiſ3imis Der, $ ihonſes as the ſunne in his Orbe ( a ) and he that would equal their worth, sbeald'be draw 
Eccleſ, vs. 04 4 mettals and precious ſtones which the earth hidech in ts veynes , would ratberfindia- 

ſufficiency in bis purpoſe , then want of meritin his obief. 

(b) Nihil haber © Bees( 45;{ 94 an Ancient(b) hae nutbing'mortal inthen but death:they performe aftinns 
wr ogy = worthy of nmmortality. Bees are labourers from the day of their birth ; and it ſcemeth theſe 
mule nit arti/ey ©1194 forthe prathſe of vertues from their cradle. Bees hae their little wings; thiſe 
mnaſcine, * Weditation , v& attivn, Phoſe baue aft:'y thee 6 point of vigour ,which is the mftrument if 
Quintilian, 1 perfe&ons. Thoſe line vuder 4 King , &- theſe conſerrate themſeiues to the obedience of 
Lawes both ditine and bumane. Thoſe are great enenties of ordure., and theſe line in the ds 

lights of Chaſtivy, Thoſe4r auaile inceſſantly and looſe not. a day vnleſſs, heaxen enforce it{c); 

theſe are perpetually tn rhe exerciſe of good work.e2; and looſe no tizue bat 10 giue it mnts Gul, 

Thoſe neuer ſtay vpon withered flower, 3a2dtheſe ſer'nor rheir barts vpon an) fading things 

Which are vnder the moone, Thoſe haue\their biues wubbed with bitter herhes to defend then 

from vene mous creatures, and theſe.rſe.martification of flech againſt -tbe payſon of pleaſures, 

6 make themſelurs counterpoiſes with certain lirtle. ſtones to fly the .berrer ; and theſe 

(c) Nulu r cum WAKE 4 coxnter-ballance with bumility 8 ſoare the h1gber.Tboſe make bone which ſernes fo 
494 —_ ', noxrishment end medicine;!b:ſe bane exer charity .in their. bands tg cure. the Wounds & 4iti- 
Pliz1 it. bitiesof thelife of the poore,, ſuccouring.their want by their Iiberalities, Thoſe-makg the dl- 
(d) Pronerb, rs to shine by the.help of wax » Which they produce 3 theſe adorne and enrich al the Charch 
I9.Downr, & | With the trauaile of their hands or wealth, of their Cabinets. What would you to be moren- 
dinitie demur 4 ble,or divine ? Why then are you amazed, if the Ceripture ( d ) bath ſazd 1 bat houſes and fe 
pireni*wri ®  ec5.came from parents,but 4 Wiſe and « ver:uous wiſe ſrom the hand of Goa? -=CTIN 


D mins aniem 
proprie yxor pris- 
ans, | 


I leaue it my Daughters, tothe repoſe of your recolleted cogitations, to think ewhat Epi 
$apb may be beſtowed vpon Gentleweomen that lead ſach alife , but that they baue ew. 
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SECTION V. 
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. Abriefe Table if the excellent qualities of a Lady; 
| and firſt of true deuotion, 


# 


HE Gentlewomen that ſtood round about the Ems 
J preſſe, expreſſed much carneſtneſſe ro know in fey 
| words the excellent qualities of a woman truly ver- 
yy £u0us; & Evphroſin, not to fruſtrate their delire,proceee 
ded in theſe tearmes: 
= A Lady wel accomplished is like 4 ſtarr with fine rayes, 
el Which are the five vertues, of Deuotion , Modeſty , Chaſtity , Diſ- 

— Pq Yi cretion, and Charity (a). Deuotion formeth the intertour , Me- [4] Theſe arethe 
BESS = $$) deſly makgs it appeare in the exteriour with arequiſit comlmeſſe, qualityes which 
chaſtity perſeterh both che one and the other , Diſcretion applyeth tt to the diredtion of the Scripture gi- 
other 5, 4nd Charity crowneth al ber adtions. _— in duucrs 

(b) 4 woman without Deuotion, wer she compoſed 45 4 Pandora, & had she al the ( \Thefirſttitle of 
beautyes which the*bart can deſire ,\'&- the imagination feigne ; is 4 Bee without 4 ſting; a womi, which S. 
which wil make neucher boney nor-waxe is 4 ſauage beaſt that nature bath lodged in Paul obſcrueth in 
4 peinted bouſe ;is & caſe courred with precious ſtones, to preſerue & dunghil; is 4 i HO 

Michol , who appeared outwardly with & Crowne, and lined inwardly & flaue to her paſ« gar "ws bow 

ſons ; is 4 peece of flesh already Þalfe rotten ,hauing not ſo much as one graine of ſalt init. Greeke word 
Corruption wil creepinto her life , diſorder into her manners, infamy into ber reputation , and iynr&ri.as one 
keſpaire into her ſaluation, Deuotion 16:4 vertue hereditary to our ſexe, it is the firſt portion would ſay, furablg 
which God hath granted vs ; it is the tiele'which the Church bath giuen vs ; it is the moſt emi- to/hely things, 
ment m.arke of our nobiluty, 1f we looſe this ornament , 1 cannot ſce why we pretend 
toliue, bauing renounced the bonour of Chriftianuy, ; 
But to tel you my opinion, Deuation being noother thing but 4 prompt and vigorous affes 
dion, which diſpoſeth vs to al that which concerneth the ſeruice of God , it ſeemeth to me , that 
meny among vs haut great illuſions in this point , aud oftentimes court & phantaſy , thinking 
19 entertaine 4 truth. | | 
There are of thoſe whoby oner-muth imbrecing Alters baue onerthrowne them (c) and (eh 
broken the 1dol of Dagon, to ſet their owne iudgement vþ in the place thereof, venerantnr, euere 
 Thaxe ſeen very many, who haue 4 ſleight deuotion of apish trickgs, which only confiſteth rune.S. Zeno how; 
in  certaine light & childish imitation of countenances and geſtures , hauing not 8ny ſo- de paticatia. 
luity in the interiour, For my part I imagine when I thinke vpon ſuch apparences of piety wuth- 
out effect, chat if Apes had 4 little ſtudied our countenan-es, they would much exceed vs in this 
qoint : For they are great and miſchieuusimitatours of al they ſee ; witneſſe thoſe, who $tiabs.1. r. Aclih, 
Washed cheir eyes in a baſon fulof glew,, bauing obſerued a huntſman , who washed his with de animal. L 7, 
faire water; and he who being defirons to bath a litile infant in imitation of u's nource haſined 
to blunge it in abojling cauldron, How many doe we dajly fee in the ſeemimgs of afſetted 
Pety , who ſo wel att al countenances , 4s if with ſuch murchandize Paradiſe were to be 
purchaſed > And in the meane {pace they are altogether dewoid of true vertues; ſo that be 
Who could penetrace into their harrs, should find they were likg to thoſe pearles, which inſtead 
#f a ſolide body haue nothing bur the buske; | 
Some take deuorion 45 4 ſleight paſtime; others as 4 light complement ; others bend that 


" Wa) for complacence tothe humnurs of another ; others for glory : and althongh they bawe 


Cnſciences as rude 4s thoſe of the Countrey , they would willngly draw Seraphins out of 
Heauen to gourerne them, to the end that although they canngs haue deaotion,they may at whe 


| Aa leaſt 
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leaſt geine the reputation t9 ſeeke after the per ſefteſt : others are thereto tranſported for ſont 
ſlender cloke of liberty, and certaine accommodations of their owne proper intereſts, 

I doe not ſay , but that there art 4 great number who haue imtenttons moſt pure , ay 
proceed very piouſly » but we muſt affirme » that the defects whereofw ke, Way craſtily 
ſlide into the informiey of our ſexe. 

For what may we ſa) of a creature to whom ten Jeares of deuotion, twelue hundred con. 
mnions , and 4 thouſand exbortations baye not yet taken off one bane of Vanity? Why May 
we thinke of ber , who eateth the immortal Lambe twice or thrice a weeke,aMMWdajly on al 
occaſions becometh & Lioneſſt in her houſe 2 What may we iudge 0 f ber , who ſo many time, 
layerh the boly Euchariſt on her tongue , 4s 4 ſeale of the Spouſe , not being able t0bridl, 
or reſtr ame it ſo farre as to forbeare ſo many mdiſcreet and euil words? What may one pre. 
ſume of her , who makes 4 ſcruple to drinke coole it ſommer , & to bebold a flower with te. 
light, yet feelech no remorſe of conſccence to haue ſpoken more ſlanders in one dinner 
then she bath eaten morſels? Verily we bettray denotion, which is of it- ſclje faire and glorious, 

. when wo vſe it in ſuch ſort, and we giue matter to exorbitant ſoules bow to tuſtify their ſunnes, 
by our deportments , to whuh they euer baue but too much inclination , and thiske that in de. 
painting vs with 4 coale , they make themſelues as white as ſnow. There are others , wha de. 
fire deotions extatiks and rauizhing , diſguized m ftrange words , in fas hions nener beard 
off, in ceremonies not accuſtomed. Al that which is ruſt , prudent , and Moderate, taſtes tey 
mnch of common ; other paths muſt be found to Paradiſe , new babits muſt be cut out for God 
pnder the mould of their ſancy,to make him knowne, | am not ignorant, that there arcin Re. 
ligious Orders ſoules puriſyed from the dregs of the world , Which baue apprebenſions of Gia 
moſt elate z nor Would 1 for any thing condemne ſuch bleſiings, But when in ordinary li” 
they ſpeake rome of ſasbions ſo entraordinary , I exer got along with a leaden pace, ſomuch 

dee | feare, leaſt for a ſtrong piety, 1 find a body of ſmoke. adde alſo others, who make to them. 
ſelues a denorign bydeow.penſine , and melancholy , Which amazeth thoſe who Lebold it with 
tbe only fight chereo f ; they voluntarily reſigning themſelues 19 4s it Were perpetual Soreurezof 
the mind. Thu vertxe bath but too much ſlander in the world; we haue nothing els te dee but ty 
hide its beauty , & to giueit 4 make of terrour, to affright theſe , who haue buſines enough 
£0 free themſclues from ther ſenſualuy. 1 eſteeme the denotion moſt proper for our ſexe, is that 
which hath leaft of affeation, and moſt of eſe, Every one wil bs able to dirc&t the prayers 
; sbe ought to make, Confefiions, Communions, according to ber owne capacity, p1 ofeflton , ard 
leaſure,; vſing therein the connſel of thoſe who gowierne her conſcience : but let her aſſure bey 
ſelfe ,5he shal newer taſt deuvtion at the ſounteine head, but in the prattiſe of vertues, and 
the conflancy of good reſolutions. 


PIT 
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SECTION, VL 
Modeſty. - 


Sn bncorvuptib3liqets 2 FTER the interiour i direfted by the motions of piety, followeth the 
"men © modeſt ſpi- JE vertue of Modeſty, which proclaymeth vs exteriourly, 11 15 the necdle of the 
Fits, djal, which she weth bow our ſoule ci1c%. muoluerb times and the boures of 
3. P$-3244 \ the day : it , which witneſſeth the power we haue ouey our paſſions , 1, 


appeare in conuerſation , in « manner not only regular , but ſweet ,horefh, 
and exemplar. 1t.is the vertue, which $, Peter the 4 pofile required of our ſexe, when he ad- 
giſcd'vs to hold the inward man in the incorr»ptib lity of a ſpttit peace able ans modeſt. This 
een in the carriage, geſtures, and countenances but eſpectaly in ſpeacb , & habits, We canndt 
belieue bow wiſe we are in ſmplicity, and bow powerſul im wiluneſſe. ao 
It is the fra geſt a1mour we haue fromnature, When we manage a ſpirit, and gouerne a 
affaire by theſe (weet and peaceable wajes, we aftenish the meſt corfident , we drſarme the 
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tute 4d criumph ouer conquerours, We haue nothing to doe but t1 hold our pea'e , G our 
out fleace (praketh by vs. Bat when demiſting vs of this ſpit o; ſwcetnes, muieſty,and docivility, 

we put 00 4 f15hion haughty, ſcorneful, and turbulent , we are onl 'y able ia loud no(ſ s', which 


and nler v- c913:emptible to roſe who are mire powerſul then we , troubleſo »e to our equals, 
tily aller le to 0ur inſeriours , and hateful to al the world. With this mi'd temper of ſpat, 
Hſter ch4uged King Ailſucrus into 4 lamb; With the ſame , Abigail was 1 Bb [irons 
Oe er then the arines of Dauid; and leſabel with ber natural 0 u:y haurg flaine Innucents, 
May wed CHIYES, difturbed Sates, Was throwne out of A high Wiudy.,y on the panement ,to be 
nal nampled al blozdy vnder the feet of horſes, 
meg But 45 conterning Madejty, which regardeth the comlineſſe of hady & attyre , it is a ſtrancs 
le ting, how many coinplamntes are made againſt vs V pon this port, We [ane already ſerued jor 
Pita the ſpace of ſo many Ages as 4 common place to Preachers , matrer o\cenſure for Edilis,a fable 
[0/3 fn Cittyes , and Laughter to our ſclues. In the meane tyme, this loue of brauery is ſo thu oughly 
ner mgrafted m our ſpirits, that we wil not deſpoile vs of it but with cur skinne. lt is an er1g1nal 
ous, le, wich al women carry wih them from ther mothers womb , for which there 15 no 
es, lytiſme to be found; and he that Should goe about to wavh vs from this ſtayne', we would 
de. hut an ation again(t him. Tea were this only vſual among great Ladyes, for whom earth, 
Ute mers , and ſeas, ſecme to produce wherewuh to ſansfy their curioſity , it would appeare leſſe 
ard hange : but al women are borne With this paſi:on , and they ſobartily bug it , that there wil 
[6 Walmaſt no diſtinftion made in orders, fince there is ſo much confuſion m hab:ts. 
God Citizens wines wil become Queenes,aud if we heerafter would be taken jor Queenes , we 
Rea mt become Cittizens wines, Perbaps thoſe who cenſure vs in this port , requae toomuch 
God if, and ſome are therem tranſported wuh ſo muchFeale , that if we would belieue them, 
be wsbonld make al che Maryes of Agypt tobe at Court. Thoſe who mtend io treat Wich vs 
" pthis manner, by falling vpon our b.ure and attyres , touch not our Darts; for could any one 
ems nuely perſuade vs ro verrue , vve Should couer our ſeiues with a ſacke, ſo that u might ad- 
Fich wit the glory of God , and the profit of our neighbour : yer doe I thinke we haue ſome 
ue fit to loue comlyneſſe and propriety 18 our garments, eutr abiding vvithin the limits of 
We bemeſt regular, in ſuch ſort that the yviſe may not blame our ſuperſluityes,nor thoſe vyhoate 
ugh pure ſawourable accuſe our defeas, T 
that But to ſ1eaky ſincerely, there s 4 kind of ſrenz) in our proceeding. He who should ſee the 
ers lifes taken vp ſumetymes at the Mercers to wth a little body , whereof the wormes wil 
ard Wkly make 4 dunghil. wonld ſay, they hd vnderiaken tocouer ſome buge Whale: and be 
e bey Wo 3bould reckon vp al the ſurnitures of 4 Lad) , 4s they lye on 4 table , hauing neuer ſeen 
and 6) woman, woul:1 thinke it were a Mercery to furntsh a litcle Cty: wereſemble thoſe birdes, 


Finch haue 0 body , and are as it were nought els ut feathers; We vſe therein ſo many 
Jubions , diſguizes , and inuentions , that we tyre our ſpirits; ſo much ſtudy and affeftion, 
let many of vs make ſo much buſineſſe about 4 ruffe , as if we bad 4 Common-wealth of 
Athens ro manage. ; 

' and that which is moſt horrible, is , theſe vanityes are drawne frcm the Lloud of the poore; 
od in the ſame proportion as they are extracted, they ſo empouer:sh , as | ſeare poſterity 
W) baue more cauſe to curſe our diſſolution» then cherish rhem,Nay Worſe 1s done,when they 
vehemently aff & to begin the adultery of their bodyes by that of the face , that 1t is tnſen= 
Þi) eaten into with painting and poyſon , 45 if they would deriue beauty from corruption, 
h the Wha crcaine {ashions of apparel are ſound out , wh1h ſeeme to be made rather to jel badus, 
of the then to coger chem, | doe not know what 1.4 y be reſerued for the eyes 0 f a chaft bas ad,wben 
ures of lnugh al markets the ſecret partes of h1s wifes body are expoſed 4s open , as if they were. 
sf, Wu tobe delivered oucr to the beſt bidders, 1 cannot tel what husbanss can be pleaſed 
2 vs to Vih the publication of this nakednes, if not certaine Platon! {ts, who would betrer app! vue 
2oneſt, Wk lw this Philoſophey made , as it is ſayd, of community 0 f beds, then the docirme of 244es, 
he ad» Which would be viandes too empty to ſatiate the hunger of concupiſcence, Venly , if we yer 
This # Wane 2yeine of the per fect Chriſtianity which ſwayed m the golden Age , we ought 10 ſtifle 
canndt . ) agenerons conſent, al theſe abuſes,and ma ke of the ſpotles of ſuperfluity 4 Sacrifece of mer- 

0, giuing in part ſor the reliefe of the poore, that , which hutherro he haue dedicated to the 
mn /ataſies of our ſpirits. Since we are borns with ſome ſuperemmencies of body , and are the 
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goodlieſt creatures of the world , why should we goe about to beg glory from poiſons of the 


earth , from wormes, & ſpoiles of the dead? Tf opinion baue put vs into if, it 15 now long ſince 


withered by the confuſion of ſomany hands,who inceſſantly gathered it. The glory of the greareſ 
Ladyes sþal not heerafter ſurkiue, but in greas modeſty. 


& * — — 


SECTION VII 


C haſlity. 


"HIS 8s the shorteft way we baue to the preſeruation of Chafliy, 


Tt is the quality S. =. 

Paul calleth ſan- —— 4 incomparable vertue, & the richeſt 1ewel of our ſexe, It ought 
—_—_ _ = ” nll f0 be 45 1ainral to ys, as flight to birds, ſwimming to fobes,beauy 
= +a yer filie- ; ES flowers, & 7a)es un the ſunne.Tou need not a5ke,what Ma) be. 


van generationem , (i (ad Þ I core of 4 114)d or wife who is prodigal of 4 good, vvbich should be 
permanſers in fide, = oh [FW 44 firmely vuncd to ber body, as her arts: She is capable of alſats 
- dileftione, & ſan- [> Sa ; _ of crimes , and vvere there queſtion to open al the gates of bel... 
—_ > nm ſo- (== SSA continency alone would pur the keyes into ber bands, There s ng 
: = beſt in the world that is not better then@ proſtitute , who by the 

dishonour of ber bed hath charged her ſoale with finnes » ber body with intemperance, hey 
renowme with reproaches , and her memory with execration. We onght ſo toinfliuft or 

daughters in the vertue of purity, that they may nut know the leaſt shadow of ſinnes which 

are committed mm the world. approue not thoſe little Dynaes , who wil ſee and (mel owt ſo 

many cuſtomes of Countryes , and entertamements ; for they too ſoone learne t! at, which they 

roo late wil forget, and rake ſo much fire wn at the cares andeyes , that water enough wil ut 

be found toextmguish it, I doe not wish a mayd, though very yong , should be d«lighted in the 

company o f chilaren whuh are not of ber owne ſexe. 1 likewiſe feare thoſe of b., ſexe,who ae 

£00 curious , their company is ſomerymes ſo much the more dangerous then tl...t of men, s 
Nierom, ad we leaſt take heed of a domeſiik. enemy.That Chaſtity 15 euer rhe moſt ſtable , which knoweth 
m_ ft conti- 19 ſo much as what vo.uptrouſnes may pretend vuro.l wil thin ke crowes might become nighs 
nentie neſcire <u0d tingales , when any one should make me belieue , that a creature of our ſexe, whichis delgh- 
queras, red to heare or vtiter ſcoffes, 65 ſpeaches of double ſenſe , which couer ordure vnder goluen 

wordes, either is cbaſt, or can any long time continue 44 5he ts. 

Let ys guard the eyes, mouth, & eares of thoſe youg maydens, as Temples dedicated to Hts 

#0ur, and let vs doe no; bing in their preſence , Which they cannot imitate without finne: letrs 

reach them not to addift themſelues, eyther to pleaſures of the mouth , or ſleight defires , to 

rake and freely poſſiſſe any petty fauours. A creature which much coucteth to baue that, 

which ber condutien can not affoord, hath many enemies im her bart , which wil delwer ber 

body our to dishonour , and her ſoule to confuſion. Let ys cut off as much 45 we may ſo man 

wanton ſougs ,idle books , infamous pittures , goſupings , dancings , and bar quets: neueris 

a beaſt taken but with ſome baite, not chaſtity loſt, but that ſuch attratues ſerue 5 ſart- 

Twnners, | 

There are not (+ many loſt ſpirits to be found among women wel bred , who in fnie 

pretended nothing but ſinne : but the loue of diuers Ladyes proceedeth rather from vanities 

of the mind ,then weak neſſe of body. They deſire to be in ſome eſteeme & acmiration ofthiſe 

who can neither eſteemenor admire them , but in the pretenſions of their owne intereſts ; they 

take delight to be commended for their beautyes , which neuer any man ſo profuſely applate 

deth, as not to hope tobe payed for his prayſes. They are ſubieft to much credulity , whetbert 

be through ſome eaſjneſſe of nature too weak, or by ouermuch preſumption and ſelſe-loue ,n 

ſuch ſort, that they quickly eſteeme themſelues fayre , and worthy to be beloued by thi ſewil 


feigne affettion , not ſeewg that fizhes are taken with nets , &- women with the —_ if 
| . then 
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Imeſt ſcxeyce of things , which ſerne for the dnection of manne15? There is none but ſpiders, 
" A 
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their bght belefe; They vndertake defignes to make ſeruants , who are not of the order of 


irchangels, to.ſerue them 44. Rapbacl gid Tobie , nor pretending prower ouer their barts 
and boncurs. They are i» finitly del:ghteq to ſte a man proſtrate at their ſeet, eſpecially when 
he hath ſome. qualityes , whuh pur bi wto the eflumation of the worls, It is a glory 
among the quainteſt to haue gayned flaucs, whe loye rent chaines, ana ko wil n6 longer liue 
wor dje but for them, This 15 the, cauſe they counter fyit thimſelucs to be little Tuvls, & take 
man} ſacr fices of ſmoak.; & although they at that ty me baue not any intention to offend 
Gd, notwithſtanding they ſuffer uhemſelues to diſſolue amorg ſo many offers of ſeruices, 
amplements, and proteſtattons; and in the end feele it 15 4 very hard matter to defend ones 
afe fro; an enemy , who only aſſaulteth vs with gold and incenſe, Drops of raine are 
ampoſed of narbing but water, & doe by their continual jal penetrate ſtones : ſo,much ſweet= 


we of wards, ſubmiſtons , and obſer uances redoubled one vpon another , are able to make 4 


ncke rent iu ſunder.; how can they but tranſport 4 woman , who 1ſſuing from a bone , fayl= 
ah not to ret aine abtbe ſoſtneſſe of flesb? 

Loue ſometimes hath wings to fal vpon.its prey with 4 ful ſouce , & ſometimes it goeth 
dong with a crooked pace. That which it. cannot obteyne by « prompt beat , it expedteth 
frm 4 conſtant impor tunic). Fram thence enſue priuate conuerſation,& diſorders, vhicb make 
tales in Cities, tage-playes, and blandy tragedies , which beirg begun bebind a Curtaine are 


may) times ended a4 the gailowes, I doe not find a better remedy to flop the beginings of luſt, 
'theyco behold the end rherof, A Lady , who ſolicited 1m matter of dishonour,in the firſt banes 


tha draw the curteyne , and behold a buge gulfe of (candals,miuries ,xages,and dejpares,Wil 
4 willingly deſcend into Hel alige, as conſent t2 this brutisb paſſion. She wil ſeaſonally pro= 
wed to remedies , and ynſalding her hart in the ſecret of Confeſſion , wil diſcouct the geceis 
ofit, and.b) this weanes 80d an infinity of diſaſters. Thrice, yea foureſold bappy is she,who 
wiltake ;heſe mords a5 an Oracle and encbace them. in herhart toremember them exennally. 
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SECTION VIIL 
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/ 


D'ſcretion in the manate of afayres. 


4 


| wil regularly upply vs to connerſation and affayres , euery-oxe according 
to bis qualirtes, rh | : 

A woman is a poore thing , which hath noimployment nor diſcretio1 ; 
as there are many to be found, who bau'ng liuid to the age of ninety yea- 
}. res, baue nat learned any thmg , but to dreſſe and vndieſſe themſelues 
Why sbould we haue 4 reaſonable ſeule , were it not to ennichu with 
Knowledges, whuh are neceſſary to vs, buth for our ſelues,and the gouernement of theſembub 
ſal into our hands? As we profefſe not tobe wiſe, ſo we haue not made a vow o ſtupiuity. We 
tbould luue 45 0117 eye-ſight the reading of good bookes , which teacb vs bow to become better, 
for they are wiſe companions , and honeſt entertainements , from whence we neucr beheld 
Kalouſies nor ſcandals r0 ariſe. Is it not a very barren delight to bebold women , who as ſoone 
# they haue made a filly complement, haue nothing elſe to ſay , vuleſſe they talke of 
ther 7uffes, or ſome ſuch kd of trifles? At the leaſt, 1 wish choſe whoneuer bane been willing 
to learne to ſpeake , would one day prattiſe to h.ld their peace : But they deafen th world 
with their prattle , & dayly deliver anlliad of ſpeaches, whenn there i not ſow uc 1 asone 
Joord word, Tel me not theſe maides ſo knowmg ate more Jubiect rocaucton: I would not 
have them , I ſay vnto You, allearned as the Sybils ana Muſes , but who wil enuy them an 
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HEN we hane begun to polish our ſelues by theſe vertues , Diſcretion Atitle cobich we 
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and ſuch little creatures , that turne flowers into poyſon. We ought wot to ſeare that 7 may 
50 whom good foundations of bumulity &- deu9tion are ginen, wil abuſe this celeſtial manng, 
which is found in ſage Writers, | | 

I bauc learned from one ful of wiſdome and experience, that ſor one yong virgin inſiruaeg 

inlearning , which bath fayied in ber honour , rwenty other baxe been found of the igng. 
rant , who bane ſo much the more groſſely erred, as they had the leſe knowledge of their jaylr, 
I intend not by this counſel propoſed , which is to perfett them by readirg , that therefore 
We gine liberty to the curioſity of reading of al ſorts of books , and namely thoſe which treag 
of loues , though, m a very gentile manner ; for they bane alittle ſting in them, ſoft as fike, 
which inſenſibly enters into the hart ; and When they deſcribe this paſſion ynto you with þ 
many exquiſite tearmes & honeſt inuentions , they create ſo beaut1ſui loues , that in ſeekiy 
70 imitate them , we produce ſuch as are deformed, If we muſt become learned , we ought tg 
doe it in that manner, as the Saints Tecla, Catherina, Eudox1a, Marcella, Paula, Fa 
biola , Euſtochium , who with the ſpojles of X gypt furnished the Croſſe and Altarsof 
Our Sauiuur. Nor would I aduiſe a virgin to goe and hide herſelfe In 4 granary 67 caue , tode. 
#oure books : It isfit she ſeaſon ber reading with-workes proper to ber profeſton, Let vs nexey 
ſuffer ber to be idle , but ſo ſoone as agererdreth ber capable , let vs gine her ſume little direc. 
7100 and. exeruſe in the bouſe, For why should we. be ashamed to worke with the needle, 
fince Auguſtus Czfar, the founder of Empyres, repated ſuch kind of mple)ments not yy. 
Worthy of bis dauybrer 5, and that the Romans many yeares preſerued,as 4 relike, the diftafſe 
ef Queene Tanaquilla, much more charily then the lance or / word of Romulus ; thinkgg 
it Was morencuejary to giue women examples of induſtry , then ſurnish men with"ideaii of 
Warre ? One Would not believe , how much the earneſtneſſe ſome have vpon 4 good piecs 
Work, diuerreth al other paſs10ns , whuh may «mbnoyle the ſpirit ; but whoſotucr wil makg 
iryal 5hal find that mnnocency 18 neuer bitter ilouged then at be ſigne of labous. 1 leave you ts 
think e, when 4 maid bath endeanoured to learne from her tender yeares matters fit for bouſes 
wiwery, euen to the kitchin , what a gooaly light ss in that houſe, whether it proceed ſroms 
ſauver, or from 4 busband, for the threttton of the family, rhe governement of men , antmajl- 
ſeruants, the example of ycu:h,and the com/ort of the family.Shemaketh ber ſelfe ne cefſaryin 
the beſt aſf aire, there 15 much repoſe in her prudence , ker health is accounted important , hey 
life precous, her death de plorable,and ker memory replenished with honour. The wiſeft of mes 
Salomon , hath giucn nv other mar kes to know 4 vertuous woman , then the $a economy 
she hol..eth im the gouernement of ber family. She hath conſidered ( faith he ) the paths 
of her houſe, and hath not earen her bread in idlenefſe; ſhe hath taken paynes- 


in linnen & wollen, She1s become as a ſhip laden wich vietuals and riches, 


She riſeth before day to prouide firtirlng food for her family. She hath made 
purchaſe of farmes,andentertayned trafike, She hath put hepghandto workez 
then opened it to the. neceſlities.of the poore. Al her ſeruants are in good 
order ;her husband, aid children cannot ſufticiently prayſe her for her great 
wiſcome, She is a lamp which wilncuer be extinguiſhedin the darkeneſſe of 
night, Behold ſome-what neer the tcarmes which be vſeth to reckon vp the perſettions of 
wife, ending with wiſdeme, and the feare of God , which is the firſt and laſt ornament. 
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SECTION IX 


Contugal lone, 


* oO@ 


EY 


Y the accomplishment of her perſeftion, to beare a moſt cordial 


2, NY” cence euer maketh wings for loue , & itis bela abappineſſe tg 
if) loue that , which pleaſerh our paſsion. But it s 4 moſt pitty- 
7 ful thing , when parents blind:d with auarice , and charmed 

withthe ſweetneſſe of pretended intereſts , renew the example 


De is good fortune and correſponaence in marriages : for compla- Tit,z, 


V 


I Sp 


four Mezentius, who tyed the living to the dead, and endeauour to match a poore yong 


nad, who ſuruineth in faururs and bleſsings from beauen, with a busbandputrifyed m vices, 
adures , and diſeaſes of body. Then is « time when much vertue is to be showne, in putting 
wareſolution to loue 4 monſter , from their moſt render yeares to their tombe, What sbould 
mdte therein ? The lay of nature giues vs free permiſsion to deſire geod husbands, but 
i lawes of marriage exhort vs to beare with them , as much as we may , howſoeuer 
thy prowe, Tf we loue for our ſclues, this s impoſible ; but if for God , we there hal find 
and facility. A woman cannot ſecke out a shorter way to the perfettion of her ſexe, then 
wedding the humour; of her busband , ſo that they be not oppoſite to the Commandements of 
Gul: »he who wel obeyeth , commanieth wel ; and when we once baue ſurpriſed the hart of 
man, there is not any thing refifteth our wils, __ 
V nion is 4 marue)lous ciment, which ſo ftraightly k nitteth obedience and power together, 
flatit is 4 very bard matter to diſtinguish bim who obeyeth, from bim that commandeth, We 
bat in al Ages excelled in this coniugal piety , «nd there are beerof ſs many rare examples to 


lefound , that pennes are troubled to expreſſe, as wel as eares to beliene them. Tender and Fiues yelateth this 
inthe ſecond book 
of a Chriſtian we- 


a finding 4 counter feit health in bodzes more fit for a tomb then a marriage bed, yet baue not — 


kk-ate yong maidens baue been ſee, who inconſiderately marryed tobusbands, worne out with 
mladies,perceiuing from the firſt nrght of therr nuptials, vnguents, vicers , and enil [auonrs; 


daudoned chem , but loued, honoured, and ſerued them, watching ſometimes fourty dayes,&- 
jurty nights about their beds , neuer diſarraying themſelues. Some one man hath been found 
ang others , whoſe indiſpoſition drawing along with it ſeauen yeares together the ſtench 


wounds chat were incurable , the horrible infirmity of members which appeared wholy diſe 


ſywred , did weaken «l the forces of thoſe who were willing to aſ5iſs him , onerthrew the 
patience of the moſt fairhful , waſted the charity of rhe moſt zealous, yea euen ſuch as doe al 
ſr thoney abborred to come neere bim. And then to ſee a yong maiden of ſixteen yeares of 
ft, weake of complexion , handſome of body , and endowed with 4 beauty which che moſt 
feurubing busbands would baue coueted, to tye ber ſelfe to this dead body , to ſtirre it , rowch 
k, cleanſe it , to giueit broths , to blow the powder of herbes into the noſtrelsof tt , which 
Wfilled an bumour inſupportable to al the world , to cut bis beard, and bayre , when no man 
Would vndertake this aduenture ; is it not 4 miracle of our ſexe worthy of the admiration of , 
wx, the applauſe of hiſtories, &> loue of al poſterity? 


What hal i ſay of one Bponina , who haxing eſpouſed a bushand much clogged with Sec Lipſus in his 
Iableſome affaires and crimes,yea euen of treaſon , was nine yeares sbut vp with. bim in the Politikes, 


Yalt of « ſepulcher ; and afterwards ſeeing him to be diſcoucred , and condemned to death by 
the Emperour Veſpaſian, would needes accompany him to execution, & dye with him, ſaying 
i already was prepared for a tomb, and that she could better tolerate it dead then aliue? 
What sliowld 1 ſpeake of a Perſian Queene, named Cabadis, who ſeeing ber bushand detay- 
Kin priſon, came to viſit him, not ſuffering her ſelfe to be knowne; and giuing bim her gar= 
wents of 4 wife , to put on thoſe of a busband , affoorded him-0portunit) to eſcape , paying 
Jarward with ber noble bloud the errour of ber piety? A 

Are 


N the end, as loue is a generous paſiion , which by its good gouey- Te is the epithete, 
Np ment crownerh al vertues , 1 would aduiſe a marrica Lady , for which S Paul gt= 
£ ueth to vertuous 


. | ,calli 
charity towards her husband. This is no hard matter when therg © cage = us 
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Are not theſe proweſſes worthy to be written in letters of gold & 4xv1e , to be expoſedry 

the view of al Ages? 4 thouſand-fold bappy they , whoſe concord hab beurd love vp whh 
chaines of alamant , ſepararivn neuc: finding place in the knot of marriage , which Goa hath 
been pleaſed to tye with bis owne hands, Let vs for this cauſe p1 eſcrue vs from tealouſy,which 


y/erh to grow from the moſt beautiful louts, as thoſe wormes, which are ſay 10 1ſue jrom thy 
ſajreſt flowers. It is a moſt vnbappy paſſion , formed by fantaſy , attyred by ſuſpicions, darke. 
nea by diſcontents, ſed with bad bumours by cuntoſity , enter tajned with mpoſtures by lay. 


der , which guaweib aſunder al that which there 1s of verdure. m cþ.ſt #ffetitons , troubluh 


the rep.ſe of beds, embroylerh ihe affayres of houſeholds, rentetb alliances, producerh monſter, 
ſoweth fury and rage , and bauing tormented al the world, denoureth it- ſelfe. If ow buſe 
bands fal into this m:ſ-ry let vs pitty them as franukes , and take away from then al'man. 
ner of occaſions which ay flirre vp then imaginations .& if the like malacy ſurprize vs, let ys 
not reſemble thoſe women, who hue tray.iled m the aead time of night th1ough buge Jorrifts 
ful of borrcar , that they might haſten to watch ther busbanss,«ccompanyed onty ith they 
paſſions,w' ereof ſome jel between the teeth of wild beaſts , which to them were more pleaſing 
shen the execunioner they reteynid in their owne proper entrailes, by 450 

We oftentimes in this point more bewayle our owne intereſts, then the offence done to Gag, 
and it is no ſtrange thing , that she who loueth ul should be depriucd of what 5he affedteth, 
When there is finne mn it, let vs deplore it, let vs endeauonn to remedy it by praye's, by aiſcre. 
210k , by patience , by al the moſt holy mauſtries we may vſe therem. We $bal find 0ur ſelues 
ſtrong in ſilence and hope ; ana not in ceaſeleſſe complaints , Which haue no other «fſeti hurts 
' fret wounds and renew diſaſiers. | | 


% 
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3 - The care of childrens Ba 


 — = 0 hide nothing ſrom you., womeu who are called to the Pe 
4. mut of Marriage , ougb to be very perſe@ z, began ſe they haxe 


ACSogE [+ hey being choſen our to bring ſo1th a1.d educate Children , whub 
SE. "3 476.00 be members oj the budy of State, | 
> == Icbath often been queſtioned frym whence proceeded the goed 
AA 414 euil nature of men; avd | find that many baue atiributed tis 
_ "A Aj the diners aſpects of planes, as by 4 fatal necefity: But to ſs 
[En === nul thi Afirology of jooles, and Wibbes of fyiders , are as it wet 
bat ove thing , both being fit to catch flies, &> not decerue vnderſtanumg men, 1 boldopinion, 
good mothers mah,« the goed nature of uhilaren ; and it hath euey been ob ſerued that great tt» 
ſonages wha haut flourished wn ſome emnency of VErIues , haue taken from theuce 45 it wen 
generally ihe fiſt impreſſions of ſanttuy. wy ratas.d A 
' T/chaſt daughrers chance to be borne of (ncontinent mothers , it is almoſt as rare astoſit 
nctles beare gilliflowers, Letvs preſerue our boayes as temples ,to bring farth moreventus 
then flesh ſor the publik.e, ud when God afſoordeth vs iſſue,let it he one of our chic feſt carts 
traine it Vp in bis ſervice, My bart bleeaerh When I conſider how now adayes many children 
of qualiay are bred, which are ſtifled with ſerwile indulgences viger the +badow of daudlmy 
them, God ſends them as creatures With which he intendeth ro ſupport the world, 3g 
werne Com:mor=wealths , people Heauen , and aderne even the conuerſation of Angels: buttt 
ſee bow they are vſed Qi ſeemeth that pieces of flesh are ingendred., wbieh are-ouly 18 
luked, as beares ,to giue them true perſeitions.They are loaden with fat and the kitchuw,tht 
areentertayned in the ſul. fruition of al tbe deſires »f their barts ; they «#reobſerued like lui 
Kings, Who are not as yet many tymes aboue five yeares of age, already exerciſe a Mona 
mi 


- 


lj 451t were in then mannage the muſt precious intereſts of poſterny, -©- 
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&s the bouſes of cheir parents. Teſus Chriſt banizhed Tdolatry from the world with ſo much 
eat 4nd bloud , and it is againe daily renewed, when children are ſet vp 4s certame little 
Idols, to whom al harts , reſpedis , hopes , feares , and bomages are ſacrificed. I beſeech you, 
let vs not cauſe them to learne that which we should make them forget ; let vs not accuſtume 
them to mimike affectation of words , to pomp of habits, ro liberty , to pleaſures, Let ys at= 
qyre them for the ſeruice of God , &- exerciſes ſuteable to their ſexe and condition ; &+ aboue 
4 let vs take heedtbey be not poyſoned by the eare , in the frequent conuerſation of ſuch bad 
campany, who ſeeme ro be borne for nought elſe, but to iſe puricy, | 


SECTION XL 


The Concluſion of the diſcourſe; 


—_= HE Empereſle held cares and harts ſuſpended with this her diſc 
RN [24 courſe, when ſeeing the hower approach, wherein choice ſhould 
YI [Foe made of a wite for the Emperour her Sonne : Bebold che tyme 
ES WA ( faith ſhe ) my Lord and ſonne , when your Maieſty muſt conſigne the golden 
w Apple into the hands of ber, whom you sbal iudge to haue the beſt portion of thoſe 
excellent qualites, which 1 bage recited. And ſaying that, ſhe cauſed a goodly roome 
tobe opened, where vpon one ſide were ſeen piures of Ladies , who flou- 
rihedin the more elder Ages in ſanctity, in ſpirit, in courage ,andin al ver- 
tues mentioned by vs, which compoſed a triumphant Court. There was Sara, 
Rebel, Lia, Debora, Abigail, Suſanna , Heſter , Tudith, Mariamne , S. Agnes, $. Cecily, $, 

lens, $, Monica, S, Felicitas , the ten Sybils, Zenobia, Amalazunts , Placidia, Pulcheria, 

exia, Theodor, Marcella, Paula, Euſtochium, vidtorins, Clotilds, Radegundis,and very 
many other, not comprizing thoſe who haue flouriſhed within theſe eight 
hundred yeares: which much amazed me, and made me ſay ,that ſuch as afhr- 


- med women of honour were ſo rare to be found, would perhaps haue ſome 


trouble to find leaues on trees and water in theriuer. Al theſe pourtraits ap- 
peared with lights of glory in a moſt pleaſing maner,hauing enchacements al 
enriched with pretious ſtones, Bebold, ſairh Euphroſina, O virgins , how pretious 
the memory of boly Ladyes. Then turning her ſelfe tothe other ſide, ſhe ſhewed 
with her finger the figures of ſuch as had forſaken honour and vertue, which 
werepale,penſiue,cloudy,& encompaſſed with flames, as if they came out of 
Hel. There was Semiramis, Phedra, Thisbe, Phillis, Heliz of Greece,Clitemneſtra,Cleopatra, 
Agripina, Tulis , Meſſalmna , Calirrboe, Thais, Phryne, Rhodope, Flora; and in perſpeRiue 
ſogreat aquantity, that it ſeemed tv equalthe ſandsof the ſea,not accounting 
thoſe therein, who afterward hada ſhare intheirmifery, 

The Emperour hauing obſerued them, entredinto the roome called the 
Perle, where he ſaw ſo many pearles ſeleGed from al theProuinces othis Em« 
pire. There was nothing to be ſeenbur ſtarres, lightning, aud rayes, ſomuch 
theſe beauties on euery {ide mingling their lights affoorded luſtre, which gaue 
him much difficulty how to reſolue. There was am6g others one named l.eſi.c, 
amaid of much knowledge, to whom the Emperour Theophilus ſpake a Greeke 
verſe, to which ſhe replied with an admirable promtneſſe ; notwithſtanding 
hereliſhed not this ſpirit, finding ittoo curious for his humour : but after in- 
formation taken from his eyes, his eares, and the mouths of thoſe whobred 
theſe creatures, he gaue the golden apple to one named Theodors, a Paphlago- 
lian by Nation, whom I notwithſtanding cannot thinke to comeneere her, 


Whom 1 heete repreſent for a model, 
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SECTION [1 


Her birth and education; 


= | | - F Ex Greg, Turo® 
_—___ HE number of Ladyes eminent in ſanRity is ſo ncofi, Ammoino, 


—_— grear, that ir rebarcth the point of wit to thinke Hincmaro,Phlligg 
_—_ thereon; and the vertues are fo reſplendenc,that inthe —_ 4 _ v 
on commixtion of their lights they dazleal eyes, inſuch *_ 
_ 5 | manner, that it is a hard matter to ſpeake of it, vnlcfle 

SP; RJ wc pur ſom liuiits vpon the diſcourſes of ſo many 

i A! ſingular ſubie&s, who ſer none ontheir merits. And 


SR; that is the cauſe , why our ofagreat number of Prin= 


LEY 


I I = ceſſes , fome of whoſe names 1 hane prodaged , IT heee 
ake oneaiſed ypon the molt perfeR idzaes; which is the firſt Chri«. 


Quecne of France, I meane the moſt glorious Clotilds, wife of our great 


% 


ers, who verily is much bound to Heauen to haye been choſen our for. . 
Wuancement of the affaires of Chriſtianity inthis Foariſhing Monarchy, 
Iproweſſes & ſucceſſes incomparable; ſolikewiſe are we tyed to her in. 
mortal obligation,to haue caſt the firſt ſeeds of piety into the Court of 
ings, that it might with the more authority , enter into the ſaules of af 
ubicts. | Sala | 
he good Princeſle, like to a pearle which commeth from the alc ſea} 
d her ſelfe inuolucd almoſt from her birth 'in grear acerbities and hor« 
ebnfuſions, from whence ſhe aroſe with ſo much luſtre, as ſhe made of 
tliryes the ſteps to the temple of glory, She was daughter of Childeris, 
contending. for the ſcepter againſt Gombaxt his elder brother, King of 
dy, with more temerity then reaſon, ſunke downe tothe ground, and 
forſaken by the people , whom he had excited againſt this his brother, 
verily was a bad King. But God.who giueth Soucraignes leaue to rai, 
fauouring aiuſt cauſe cuen in the perſon of an eail man,gaue victory to 
elder. He moſt truely made vſe of his fortune ; for having ſurprized his 
per brother at the fiege of a Citry , he cauſed him tolooſe his head on 2 
Mold ; and not content with rhis murder extended his vengeance againſt 
wife of of the deceaſed by an a& moſt vnworthy. For cauſing a ſtone to 
ed to her neck, ſhe was throwne into the riuev zand it was a great chance 
Wnot inflitedthe like vpontwo poore virgins, the lamentable remairi« 


Wo this vofortunate marriage, ' Bur behotding themas yet ſo yong' and 
q | | innocent, 
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innocent, hethought theirlife could not be preiudicial to his eſtate,and thejx 


death might be ignominiousts his reputation,Be hold the reaſon why he con. 

rented hi:mſelfe to ſhut the oae of them vp in a Monaſtery , and retained the 
other , which was our Clotilds, with himſelfe , thac ſhe might be bred inhis 
Court, 

The holy miidentreth into the Palace of her vacle as a ſheep into a Lions 
denne, hauing no reaſon to repoſe much aſſurance ina man,who ſtil had the 
bloud of her father & mother in his hands. Notwithſtanding great is the 
power of vertue when it is enchaced in beauty. For this cruel Bfil:ske,who had 
an eyeof blouJ and poyſon, no ſooner conſidered the praiſe-worthy parts of 
this Princeſſe, buc that feeling himſelfe dazeled with her aſpe&, and his hare 
ſoftned withthe innocency of this poore orphan, he inſtantly rooke compaſ. 
ſion ypon her, who neuer inclinedto it before, 

« He beganto behold her with a pleaſing countenance, to endearc her,ty 
wiſh and promiſe her much good. But the good creature , who could ng 
, thinke afrer ſo ſtrange an affliction ſhe was any more to pretend to greatneg 
' andpleaſures of the world, threw her ſe}fe berween the armes of the Croſſe, 
thar there ſhe might find thoſe of God:and though in publike ſhe ſtifeled the 
reſſentments of her ſorrow with a diſcreet patience, not reſiſting the ſtorme, 
nor ſtriking her head againſt the rocks; yet in the ſecrecy.of her retiremen: 
ſhe daily diſſolued her elfe into teares, and found no comfort bur in the 
wounds of the worlds Sauiour, 

My God ( ſaid ſhe tohim) 1 adere your holy prouidence,which drencheth me with gu 
.' wird wormwood in an age wherein maidens of my quality accuſtome not to walke but onroſes 
 * perhaps you know my pride bath need of ſuch a counterpoiſe , and you in al equity haue doxe 
.;. #hat which your wiſedome thought good. Behold 1 baue my eyes ſtil al moiſtned with the bleu 
of my father, and the body of my poore mother, which being couered with ſo Many wanes,cax. 
nor baue ouer it one ſilly teare from the eyes of ber daughter, which faile not euery night 

wwre forth fircaming rivers. My God, Your Name be bleſſedeternally:1 requne nayght 
aſe of you , bur the participation of your ſufferings. 1t is no reaſon 1 heer shonld line without 
(owe light hurt; ſceing you wounded on al jides for my example. Some haue b.un pleaſed u 
Twish me 1 Should receive and tak contentments in the bope of a better for; une ; where 
Would rhey haue me gather theſe pleaſures ? 1 am yet ypon the weeping $hores of the riuersf 
Babylon, 1 fixe a} der pra: =. at the foot of your Croſſe ; proteſting to due 
wot wg more in the world, but the performance of your boly wil. 
* «There is I know not what kind of charme in holy ſadneſſe , which canner 
ſufficiently expreſſed , but ſuch it is, that a ſoule contriflated for God, 
whenit is fallen intoabyſſes, wherinal the world reputes it loſt, findethin 
the bottome of its hart lights and ſweetneſſes ſo great, that there 15 not any 
comtort inthe world to be compared with them. 
_- Clotilda was already come to theſe termes:and if for obedience ſhe hadnot 
tearned to leaue God for God, ſhe had been ſoftned with thoſe teares,by ſul- 
fering her {clfe voluntarily to ſlide into a lazy ſorrow : but conſidering that 
whilſt ſhe was inthe howſe of this vncle, an Arian heretike, ſhe was bound 
by Godto inſttv& with her example al thoſe who wereto be ſpectatoursot 
her ations, ſhe ſet her hand couragiouſly tothe worke, and ſhewed her ſelfe 
ſo able of iudgement in her carriage, and ſo regular inal her deportments 
that hcr life became a picture of vertue , which ſpake to al the world 
Although ſhe were derived from the bloud of Kings, ſhe ſhewed to hauero 
©thex nobilicy, but that which ſprings from worthy a&ions. As her face wi 
free from aculterate beauty,ſo her ſoule was exempt from thoſe affect 
auſterities and diſdaynes, which ordinarily grow with grear fortunes, HK! 
aſpe&s were ſimple and done-like,her words diſcreet, her a&ionsober, bt 
geſtures meaſured, her carriage honeſt, her acceſſe affable, her conuerſario! 


| Sul of ſweetnefle and profit, She was a virgin in mind and body, living" 
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neruailous purity of offe&ions, and amiries, which ſhe fomented by the yer- 
neot bunility , which the Ancients eſteemed to be as the wal of the garden 
i chaſtiry : God ofrentimes ſuffering impurity of body to chaſtice the te- 
eilion of the ſoule. She was ſo humble of hart, that ſhe accounted her ſelfe as 
emeaneſt ſeruant of the houſe , not ſcoraing at alto apply her ſelfe ro infe- 
cour offices ; which ſhe notwithſtanding performed with ſo much maiefty, 
har eucn in ſpinning withadiſtaffe ſhe ſeemed a Queene. 

She was merucilouſly wiſe in her counſels, prompt and agile in execution, 
noderate in al good ſucceſſes, conſtant in bad , euer equal to her ſelfe. She 
pake little, neuer ſlandered, enuyed none, did good to al the world , not pre- 
:ading her owne intereſts, expeing from God alone the character of her 
nerit, and the recompence of her charities, She had no worldly thing in her 

ſon , and as little regarded her attyres , as the duſt of the earth, She knew 
{moſt but one ſtreet in the Citty where ſhe dwelt, which was the ſame that 
2drothe Church, Sports and feaſts were puniſhments to her , and ſhe was 
{Jome found in the company of men , vnleſſe it were ſome beggers, whoſe 
niſery ſhe aſſiſted, Her whole hart went rowards God, her feet to the Church, 
terhands to almes, her eyes to reading books of deuotion, her armes to exer= 
ciſes and works of her ſexe ; al her body ro ſacrifices and victimes of her 
ſoule. 

Obſerue, you yong maids, who read theſe pages, of what wood God vſcth 
frame Saints, and that neuer any happeneth to produce the miracles which 
Chtilda diJ in the conuerſion of a Kingdome, not ating wonders of vertue in 
theinteriour of the ſoule, \ 

The King her vncle was ſo rauiſhed with theſe pretious parts , that the ex= 
eſſe of 11s admiration turned inro a furious icalouſy ; tor-beholding this 
firit more maſculine then he could haue wiſhed , and fearing leaſt ſhe might” 
tepoſſeſſed by ſome other beſides himſelfe , he had no purpoſe to marry her, 
but kept her ſo ſtraightly , that one would haue ſayd ro haue ſeen him, 
he was the dragon in tables , that cuer ſtood centinel neer the golden 

le, 

But, oh filly humane prudence,which ſtil rowing againſt the current ofthe 
prouidence of God , findeſt as many precipites in paſſion as thou oppeneſt 
ſhares for innocency ! ſhis man notwithſtanding al this endeauours, which 
yent the contrary way, bred vp in his houſea mayd,, whom God had already 
&ſtined co chaſtiſe his cruelty , and make, he vnwitting therof, his Scepter 
triburary to.a valorous husband , who was to marry Clotilds , and 1oynethe 
Lingdome of vertues to the force of his armes. 
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{lodouens requireth Clotild.a in marriage. 


, 


; LODOVEPV S King of France , a man borne to make it appeare 
NE what valour may produce when it is ſupported by piety, dayly 
AD aduanced his conqueſts among the Gaules, yet itil in lo many 
viorics remained a ſlane to Idolatry, God was willing tg 
winne him to himſelfe by the wayes of chaſt loue , and by the 
A meanes of a wife, which ſhould ſanctify his perſon and houſe, 
The fame of the beauty & vertues of Clorilda, which ſpread throngh neigh. 
bour Kingdoms with ſo ſweet an odour, fayled not to approach him at that 
tyme when he was vpon termes to take a wife in lawtul marriage. Loye, 
which many tymes ſurprizeth as wel by the eare, as the eye,ſo enkindled hin 
at the report made by his Embaſſadours of the perfe&ions of this diuine 
mayd, that he no longer retayned cither hart or thought, but for her, He afe. 
Red whar he neuer ſaw, with a loue mixed with reuerence, felt a more noble 
flame then he was wy ont,, which ſcorched him witha generous paſſion, and ex. 
cited him to require this Princeſle, as the type of his felicities. The difficulties 
propoſed vpon the effeing of this marriage, augmented defire in him, Forhe 
was of a vigorous ſpirit, who meaſured al by the greatnes of his ownecoy. 
rage, and reſolued to breake through obſtacles, to crowne his purpoſes, He 
addreſſed himſelfe to his great fauourite Aurelianw , and hauing opened vnto 
him the proiect of this mariage, would nzeds inſtantly diſpatch him vponz 
ſolemne Embaſlage to conferre withrhe mayd , and treat with the King her 
vncle. This man, who vnderſtood the ſuſpicions and apprehenfions of Gm 
baut , mace it appeare vuto him, that the conqueſt of the golden fleece, and 
the mariage of Clotilds were almoſt one and the ſame thing; and that no acceſl 
could be had to this mayd, without firſt ſpeaking to this bul , who threy 
flames and hire through his throat, Cledouew contureth him to vie al poſſible 
induſtryes to ſatisfy his paſſion, aſſuring him he could not oblige him in any 
matter, wherot he would be more ſenſible. Aurelianus obeyeth , and taking 
ring from the Kings finger, with certaine other lewels to preſent the Lady, 
haſtned towards Burgundy, 

I cannot heer concealc, that which Baronize, the Father of Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, was vnwilling to omit, ſecing it is witneſſed by good Authours,and 
hath nothing incredibletherin, butonly with ſuch, who thinke it is a note 0 
willomerto ſeeme very incredulous. 

We know by what hath been ſpoken before , that Clorilda ſeldome ap- 
peared in publike, if it were nor at Church, and caſt her eyes on very few , but 
the poore, God made ve of this diſpolition for her good ; for Aurtlianw hi 
uing learned this Lady dayly conucrſed willingly with needy perfons , and 
that icwas neceſſary to ſecmie of this quality to ſpeake vnto her without ſul 
picion, tooke the habit of a beggar, and as the ſeruant of Abraham, ſent by the 
firſt Father ot belicucrs, treated the loues of Iſaac in requiriug water of &- 
becca, who was to be his future ſpouſe; ſo this man managing the commiſhon 
of marriage , for the prime King of the fayrhful, reſolued to beg _ 
Clo11us, 
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cltild.c; to find meanes of acceſſeto her; and for this cauſe he ſtood at the gate 
if 2 Church among a great rabble of beggers, expeRing til Maſſe were done, 
har he might ſee the Princefſe come forth, She fayled notto performe as 
ofchariry to al the poore according to her cuſtome, and perceawng this 
nan who ſeemed of a generous aſp<& in theſe miſcrable ragges, felt her harc 
Lized with extraordinary pitty,beholding one of ſo good carriage reduced. 
ſuch miſery 3 and without any further enquiry the gave him a peece of 
cold, Aurchanus leeing this royal hand ſo charitably ſtretched out to ſuccour 
:counterfeir want , wherher he were tranſported with toy., or whether he 
vere deſirous to make himlſelfe obſcrued by ſome a&, he lifred vp 
the ſleeve of the. Princefſe, which according to the faſhion of robes 
then vſually worne , couered al cucn to her hands, and hauing bared 
ker right hand , kiſled it with much reuerence, Clonids bluſhed hartily 
thereat , yer paſſed on further nor ſhewing any reſentment,nor blaming the 
hegger, as ſome Authours adde, Wel ſayth ſhe inſecrer to an old Lady, who 
was her confilent freind, Haue you obſerued what this begger did? The other 
replyed : It was a very ea(y matter to note it, ſince this a& had painted her 
forchead with a moſt liuely ſcarlet : Bur yet (ſayd Clorda to her) what thinke 
you of it 2 The Lady anſwered ſmiling : Whar can [ cls thinke , bur that your 
re perfections ioyned to your. liberality hauetranſported him ? For my 
part, | ſuppoſe ( ſayd the Princefſe ) he hath ſome other defigne, and if you 
thioke good we wil cauſe him.to come to the, Palace to begge ales, and 
thercupon take occaſionto be:informed of his perſon. 

4aurclianus fayled not to entertaine this commancement, which was the 
ſcope of his delice, and accordingly to paſſe to the place aſſigned him, where 
Clda beholding vim , ſoundly chid him for his boldneſſe; in lifting vp the 
ſzeue of her garment and kiſſing her hand: He who wasa moſt queint Cour- 
tier, found out his euaſion,and ſayd: Che cuſtome of his countrey permitted 
tokiſſe the lips of Ladyes at ſalutation : butrthe vnhappineſſe of his condi- 
ton hauing abaſed him ſo low , he could not aſpire to the face : Behold the 
cauſe why he contented himſelfe with the hand , it being a thing very reaſo- 
table to kiſſe a.hand,, which is the ſource'6F ſo many charityes, ſince the 
doores of Charches from whence we expect good , are kiſſed, Clotilds was 
much pleaſed with this reply , and wel ſaw this man belycd his habit by his 
diſcourſe and garb. She thertore importuned him to rel who he was, and 
from whence it proceeded that he was reduced to ſuch miſery as to beg his 
bread. Madame (ſayth Aurelianus ) ſince your Greatnes prefſeth me thus tarre, 
you ſhal know I ain borne of a good place, and that it, which hath brought 
me co this ſtate, is nothing els bur the loue of a Lady,whom 1 court, not tor 
my ſclte, but for one of the greateſt Princes vnder Heauen, The mayd was 
very curious to know who this Prince was, as alſo the Lady ſought vnto with 
ſo much paines. Aurelianus ſeeing it was now timeto ſpeake to the purpole, 
fayd: The Lady is three ſteps from me, for indeed it is your: ſelfe. At which 
she began to blush againe,and to ſhew ſome diſturbance of mind:bur (quorh 
he) Madame trouble not your ſclfe, fince | am in a place-where | with confi= 
dence may ſpeake vnto you, your Excellency shal know | amſent by Clodoueus 
King of France , my Maſter, who is the beſt Prince, andthe molt valiant Mo- 
narch in the whole world. The faine of your moſt precious and eminent qua- 
lities comming to his care, he deſireth to marry you, and hath diſpat- 
ched me ro giue you notice therof, and require your. conſent. I could 
have entred into the Court with ſome very ſolemne Embaſlage ; but the 
difficulties the King your vncle enforceth vpon you, made me relfolue to 
take this attyre, to ſpeake to you with the more freedome, You may 
wel aſſure your ſelfe,this marriage shal make you the. prime Queene of the 


Weſt, and che moſt happy in the wortd ; and. roapprouc the authority of my 
b 2 Come 
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commiſſion, behold thering of the King my Maſter,whichl preſent vnto you, 

There is not any woman ſo holy , who is not capable of much delight 
vpon praiſes affoorded her , and who doth not willingly open her eyes tg 
greatnes. Cletilds was nor ſo inſenfible, as not to be rouched to the quick with 
ſuch an Embaſſage, howſocuer ſhe ſhewed in this ſurpriſal, ſhe had within her 
a hart very fairhful to God; for moſt freely refuſing the ring,and interrupting 
the Embaſſadour: Speake no more Syr ({ayd ſhe) I know yourPrince js a p;. 
gan, & I a Chriſtian: God forbid that 1 cuer marry an Infidel, were he the Mg, 
narch of the world. Madame, replyeth the Gentleman, frame to your ſelfe ng 
difficulties vponthe difference of Reli gions; my Prince 1s not ſo tyed to his 
SeR, as not to forſake it for your loue. But what meanes wil there be (ſay 
Clotilda) to gaine my vncle? I doc not thinke he hath any purpoſe to niarry nee, 
The Embaſſadour anſwereth : If you giue me your conſent, we wil find Opor. 
tunity to beare you from hence. Not ſo (replyed the prudent mayd) it is; 
courſe 1 wil never admit, Ah,why Madame?ſayth Aurelianw: ſhould you doeir, 
who would condemne your diſcretion? Is it a finne in your Religiontofly 
from the denne of a furious wretch, to reſigne your ſ{clſe into the hands of x 
King? We know how he vſed your father and mother,and how he alſotreaterh 
you at thistyme. 

At this word the Lady powred forth ſometeares,and ſayd:Doe by Embaſ. 
fadours al that poſſibly you can, and afſuretheKing your Maſter , thatI hold 
my ſ{elfe much honoured by the choice he maketh of me , and that he canner 
beſoſoonefor God, as 1 for him ,at leaſt in hart and body , when the Kingmy. 
vncle ſhal giue me lcaue. Vpon theſe conditions I take your ring,whichl very 
charily wil kcep. Al this paſſed very happily ina Court of the Palace , where 
ſhe ordinarily ſpake to the poore; interrogating them of their neceſlities; and 
none perceiued there was any other buſineſle bur the care of the poore, her 
confident freindonly excepted, who had a ſhare in the ſecrets of Clotilds, 
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The Embaſſage ſent to the King of Burgund Ly for the 
marniage of { lotilda, 
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5d he to himſelfe , that Clodouew knoweth my niece , ſince TI haue hitherto 
jepe her 10 cloſc , that ſhe hath (cen nothing , but the wals of the Church, 

ind my Palace ? Is there ſome ecle vnder a rocke.? Woull he haue my 

«tate? This French man 1s too harſh : | would neyther hauc him for a ſonne in 

2zwaor a ncighbour, Beſides, this maid , who hath ſeemed hitherto as a lamb 

amy houſe, being at my diſpoſe , when ſhe ſhal behold her ſelte Queene of 

race , and haue ſwords at her command , who can tel whether ſhe wil not 

hew me her teeth , and reuenge on me the bloud of her fathcr and morher ?I 

muſt rather keep her immmured within ten iron gates, that ſhe may not eſcape 

ny power. Behold a great a& of Stare, which | muſt cunningly play, 

This man enuironed with ſuch thoughts receaued the Embaſſadours of 
face very fleightly, and hauing promiſed with al ſpeed to giue them anſwer, 
tewas wary enough not to diſcouer al the thoughts he had thereupon : bur 
aking the moſt pleaſing pretext, aniwered, that he honoured the King Clo- 
huts, as one of the molt valiant Princes of that Age; and ſhould euer account 
the ſeruice done him, as one of the greateſt fauours he could receiue from 
Heauen : but as for this alliance which he ſought, it was a matter he could not 
thinke on, Firſt, becauſe his niece had neuer raiſed her ambition ſo high,as to 
retend mariage with ſo great a King, hauing nothing in her perſon ſo eminenr 
might deſerue ſuch a husband : and although there were ſome equality on 
thisfide, yet was there on the other parr an eſſential impediment, which was 
liyerſity ot Religions , it being a thing vnheard of for a Chriſtian maid to 
nary a Pagan , nor could he permit it without betraying the ſaluation of his 
mece , and diſgracing himſelte through the whole world, Aarelianus, who wel 
knew where it itched with him, replyed in few words, That for the qualities 
of his nicce he ſhould not trouble himſelfe; that the woman beſt beloued was 
werbeſt conditioned; that it was ſufficient ſhe pleaſed the King his Maieſty, 
who was not ignorant of her perteCtions: & for the matrer ot Religion, which 
ws the moſt conſiderable , he hoped the King would put on a reſolution to 
become a Chriſtian, The Burgundian replied , this affaire was of ſuch impor- 
uace, that he would not contide 1n ſucceſſes vypon hopes, which are alwayes 
ncertaine, butthat he muſt ſee an expreſſe promiſe from the King of France; & 
thereupon diſmiſſeth the Embaſladour, thinking he had ſufficiently hindered 
tebuſtzeſſe:But the braue Aurelianus ſpeedily diſpatched a Currier to Clodoucrs, 
ohew vnto him where the obſtacle lay , & to get a promiſe from him to be- 
come a Chriſtian, 

| The King, who was ſotranſporred with affetion, that he was ontearmes 
refuſe nothing, haſtily gaue the promiſe required of him : which being at- 
trward preſented ro Gombaut by the Embaſſadour , it made him ſweat apace; 
tot knowing further what innention to make vſe off to auoid this faral 
blow: notwithſtanding he anſwered, that this marriage was of ſo great conſe- 
quence, that it could not be decreed, but in an Aﬀlembly of his States, thin= 
king by this tricke he might diſſolue the deſigne of Clodoxews , or draw the af 
faire out at length, with ſuch delayes that he (ſhould trouble al the world. Bur 
this was it which transfixed h1m;ſo farre humane prudence is cunning toruine 
-elfe by its proper inucntions. For , the moſt afiue French Nobility ſeiour- 
lng in Burgundy 1n the expeRation of theſe States, ſowed in the ſpiritsof the 
Magiſtrates and people , the great good would enſue to their Nation by this 
Miance, when they ſhould come to be al vnired together, as brothers : but if 
they once refuſed the requelt of a great Prince, ſo repleniſhed with honour & 
courteſy, they muſt neceſſarily proceed to armes, which could not but be fatal 
their Kingdome, The 8urgundians, hungry after repoſe, very weltaſted theſe 
reaſons; and the prudent Clotilda ſpared not ſilently ro ſtrike her [troak , inſen- 
ſibly gaining the chicte of the Counſel ro follow her inclinations, Aurelianus, 
who hada very ſharp & cleare-ſighted ſpirit, much prefſedthe States,nor could 
| Bb 3 Gombaut 
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Gombaut make ſo many knots, but that he ſtildiſſolued them. - 
In the end he muſt come to the point. The States aſſemble], and theKj tc 
came thither, with a ſtudyed ſpeach,wherin he had heaped together with yer th 
great ſubtility al the reaſons which made him apprehed this alliance withth, Wl c; 
French: but God, who maketh great alterations in Kingdomes, as billowesin WY ic 
the ſea, ſo diſpoſed the harts 01 the Burgundians, that al allegations oppoſeq Wl 6c 
agaiuſt the deſigne of this mariage, ſeemed but dreames and Chimzraes. Oye WW jy 
ot the greatelt States-men riſing vp, made along ſpeach, and declarcdtothe W i 
King, T hat the repoſe of his Kingdome, at which he aymed in al his diſcourſe, m 
conſiſted in this alliance: Thatmariages had in al times been rather the knots 0þ 
of peace, then incentiues of warre: that the comfort which might grow from W 5 
ſuch an aRion, would deſtroy al the acerbities & diuilions of tacious ſpirits; Ml wi 
' that the greateſt troubles of Kingdomes had becnoften pacitied by goodal. «1 
liances : that the French were become ſo powertul it was not fit todeny them mY 
any thing : that the requeſt of Clodouews was fo faire, it could not be reieged MM th 
without a notable a& of inciuiliry : That there was not any beaſt more crye| pal 
inthe world, then loue changed into harred, and that it was to be feared eaſt Wie 
intrcaties of a lover might end in the fury of a conquerour : That the offer he W jad 
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made to become a Chriſtian would for cuer be glortous to their Nation, for 
furthering ſucha piety : That Clotilds had naturally affc&ion for her Country, 

and wit enough to gaine her husband, and wholy tranſport him to the loue of 

her Nation : { hat the people were tyre with ſo many warres , which would 
infallibly grow much more bloudy then cuer,it they {lighted the faithful loue 

of ſo great a Monarch. 

This man conne&ed ſo many reaſons one vpon another, that he prenailed, 

and almoſt al came to this concluſion, that they muſt with al ſpeed ſendthe 
Princeſſe to the King of France, who required her, The miſerable Gombaut fig. 

ding himſelfe ruingd on al ſides, ſaid he would vie no obſtacle; but Lid thinke 

it fit to obſerue the deportments of his niece; for ſhe had vowed her ſelfets 
God, and to enter into Religion. The Embaſſadour vnderitanding this lat 
cuaſion, extremely laughed trom the botome ot his hart, and ſaid ifthe Prin. 

celle were that way diſpoſed, the King his Maſter would not be ſo carneſtin I {eli 
herpurſuit, as tocauſc her to breake her vow. But that it was fit ſhe ſhouldbe I Que 
heard, which was done: and ſhe being asked therof anſwered, that her deuo. 

tion had neuer hitherto tranſported her ſo farre, as to make any vow of virgi- | 
nity : and although ſhe were infinitly pleaſed with the ſweer retirement ſhe © — 
enioyed inthe Court of her vncle,notwithlitanding if it were his good pleaſure 
to marry her to the King of France, onthis condition that he became a Chri- 
ſtian, ſhe would not be fo indiſcreet as to hinder it, Vpon this anſwer ofthe 
Princefle, the Deputies of both Nations there preſent gaue a lowd applauſe, 
and cryed out the marriage was concluded. The King himſelfe difſembling his 
paſſion forced a ſmile , and wel ſaw it was high tyme ro forgoe what he could 
hold no longer. He diſpoſed of her traine very poorely,as a man naturally c0- 
uetous, ſaying , His niece was too faire for him to giue her ſo many richat- 
tyres : | hat the roſe was ſufficiently beautified with its leaues, and the ſunne 
with hisrayes ; & that al humane arts arriued not to the perfeRions of nature, 
Aurelianw did not with much carneſtneſſe inſiſt hereupon , ſo much he feared 
leaſt the diſpoſition of this man might change, and he 1nuent ſome new tricks 
to hinder their departure, But he reſolued inſtantly to carry this Princeſſe 
away.The vncle ſeeing her vpon her iourney,began much to flatter her which 
he had neuer done before, ſaying: 

Goe to nice, I wcl perceiue that notwithſtanding your deuotions, you 

are of the humour of other women, andaffc& glory. Youare weary to abide Il yj6q, 
withan vncle, you wil haue a husband, and needs muſt he be a King. Proceed, yn, 
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expe their felicity. Good daughter,yon ſee how much I endeauour to con- 
eat you, and how 1t being in my power to hinder this marriage, which 1 
thought to be litrle aduanragious ro my Realme, yet haue [ been willing to 
cauſe it ro be confirmed in a general aflembly of my States, to render your 
lefires che more aſſured. This affeion, which l at this preſent witneſſe, ſut- 
kciently declareth, that for a long ſpace haue entertayned moſt ſincere and 
jrty affe&tions forthe good of your houſe, For that which paſſed concer= 
ng your farther and mother, troubled no man ſo much as my-ſelte : God is 
nyrecord thereof, But, deare daughter , there was a neceſlity in it: I muſt 
obey the aduiſe of my Counſel; ſuch are the priuiledges of Empires: I could 
not orherwiſe ſaue the repoſe of my people, & ſecure the liues of my ſubics, 
Whenſocuer | $hal tal into the like crime, I wiſhto be vied inthe ſame man- 
xr, Behold thetrue cauſe, moſt deare daughter,if there yet remaine in you 
wyreſſenrment concerning this death, | ſuppoſe you are wiſe enough ro doe 
tat heerein , which the law of- God ordayneth, which is to forger what is 
ult,8 nor to be vngrateful for the preſent. If I hae hitherto dereyned you 
nay Palace very retiredly, it hath been to pleaſe your humour, which | ſaw 
kad fincere inclinations todeuarion; and to breed you as a child of honour, 
yhich is the portion you arero cary preſently with you to your husbad, My 
ye-beloued daughter, endeauour to loue your Countrey, and to hold good 
crreſpondence withvs, You ſubmitred ro my humours whilſt you lined 
withme , you now muſt vndergoe thoſe of a husband, and in complying 
with them ſhal be moſt potent, Forget nor the teare of God, which euer 
ach been a fairhful companion to you from your moſt tender yeares; and 
ktys often heer good newes from you. | 
In ſaying this he kiſſed her,and the virgin moſt humbly thanking him for 
many remonſtrances of affetion, with promile ro honour him al the 
lyes of her life, began to weep : which a Burgundian Gentleman perceiuing, 
who was of her trayne, (aid, that ſo long as he liued he would neuer contide 
the teares of women : For were there a creature in the world which mighr 
mke boufires of ioy in her hart, it was his Miſtrefſe, who on this day was 
felivercd from the Lyons throat, to became the witc of a great King, and 
(ueene of a vaſt Empire, | 


SECTION FF 


The arriual of Clotilda into France , and the life which she 
led in the time” of her wedlock, 
| 


EVER ſhip laden with gold ſo gladly arrined at the 
> Hauen , after ſo many tedious tempeſts , and a thouſand 
o& diſaſters among pirates at ſea, as Clorilda ſeemed corent to 

i behold her ſelfero tread on the ground, where ſhe was 
4. tro command, after ſo long a ſcruitude ſuffered in aPalace, 
which had al her life tyme as it were ſerued her for a pri- 


| Clodoucus expected her at Soiſſons, with ſo great impa- 
tence of lone , that he would haue willingly haſtned rhe courſc of the ſanne, 
bmeaſure it by his affetions, When he (aw this moſt beautiful Princeſle he 


y ow lound ſhe ſurpaſſed al the 1.1zacs he concey aed of her , and that her preſence 


farre 
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farre preuayled abouc her fame. He then imbraced her moſt louingly nor 
coulu be ſatisfied with beholding her. For God, who was pleaſed to make 
vie of this maid for the conuerſion of a great King, had ( as it is ſaid ) vargj 
ſhed ouer the [able of this mortal beauty, and imprinted with his tinger 
doc not know what kind of grace and attrattiues, which Clodeveus neuer had 
felt before.She as an table Avigail caſt her ſclje ar the feet of husbang, callin 
him her Lord and King,and proteſting ſhe entred into his Palace to liue there 
as his moſt humble handmaid. The C ourt ſtood wholy rapt with admir,, 
tion to behold the worthy qualities of this Princeſſe, aud tooke part inthe | 
contentment of their King. The people ranne by heaps on al (iiles to ſee her 
and ſo many poore Catholikes, as were then in France , looked on her as the 
dawning of the day, which came to charme ctheir cares, wipe away their tez. re 
res , breake their fetters , and guild the tymes with the luſtre of her mateſty, W:.; 
There was nothing to be (cen cuery-where, but iouſts, tournaments, ports : 
fealts, largeſles, to crowne the ſolemnity of theſe great nuprtials. Norwith. = 
ſtanLing, the good Queene ſuffered nor herſelfe to be tranſported with the at 
current of her proſperities; but that in the midſt of pops ſhe held hereyes but 
firmely fixed vpon the many benefits ſhe had receyued from God, and ſought nd 
out in her mind the wayes ſhe ſhould take to teſtity her gratitude, & powre 
her ſclfe as incenſe vpon coals towards the diuine Maieſty. She had one 
thorne in her hart, which thenentred very farre therein. lt was that ſhe [ay F 
the King ſpake not at al of the promiſe he had made to become a Chjiſtian, 
& that the hauing attempted to pur him vpon this diſcourſe, he ſubrilely de. " 
clined it, She knew not in what manner toſpeake to him of it, nor whereſhe ey 
might make entrance into his hart, | Bic 
In the end ſhe reſolued to ſay vnto him : Syr, I ſee your Maieſty exerciſeth atthi fog 
tyme your liberalities towards al the world , and I would gladly partake therin and rectiua fin 
auour, - 
: The King thinking ſhe would begge ſome guift for a Fauorite, or ſome = 
other perſon : Aske (ſaith he ) confidently ; for you muſt not be denied, Thereupon 


FS 
ſhereplyed : 1fzour Mareſty beare ſo ſincere an affcition to me , 45 you make 5bew , 1m wh 
bumbly intreat,that on the firſt night of my nuptials, 1 enter not into the bed of a Pagan, Pace 


Clodoucus anſwered : Madame, I vnde-ſtand what you would ſay.lt shal be done.but Wl ie.. 
it is not yet ryme ; ſuffer the rut leaſurably to ripen , and then either you sbal gather it ,nt Wy. 
wil fal of it- ſ*ife, Alas, would you now ſpeaks ro me of Baptiſme , and al your ceremonies . 
Tour attractiues are not ſo faint, as to perm me to enttrtayne any other thoughts,then of you Wya:. 
al my deuotions should be but of leue , and my piety shoula haue nothing but shewes; but th fly 
is nor it, you deſire of me, Giue me tyme to looke about me , and 1 wil aduiſe en the means, Wee 
which 1 wil vſ- for the accomplishment of my promiſe. As for the reſt, you ought not te hay lan 
any ſeruple to lye with « Pagan busband for your law ſaith , 4s 1 vnderſtand , that the vale- yu, 
heumg busband is ſaudtified by a belieuing wiſe. tes 

The Queene doubred whether ſhe ſhould intreat him to deferre the lady 
nuptials at the leaſt for ſometyme; and deny him al coniugal company til 
the accompliſhment of his promiſe; but ſhe conſidered that her conſcience 
was'not intereſſed therein, and the law of God commanded her not to ſept 
ratc her ſclfe from her Pagan husband : that if ſhe vſed ſo much cunning, it 
would cauſe of two things one ; which were eyther to exaſperate and put 
him off for ever from Chriſtianity, or make :im to vndertake a diſſembled 
picty,which would til be ſaid to haue been beſieged with importunitiesand ; 
allurements, and conſequently would neuer be conſtant. She reſolued to 
render him al the dutyes pt marriage, and to gayne him rather by the exa Wat 
ple of agood lite and her humble prayers preſented on Altars, then by an). Fi.. 
other way. ” 

Clodoueus very wel liked her humour in this proceeding , and wel ſaw fe 


was wiſe; which gaue him occalion to honour her much the more, Hep the 
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itthe age of thirty yeares, when he maryed Clorilda, and as aPagan bred 
nche liberty of armcs, he had not ſpared to vſe many loue-dalliances;but 
je affetion he bare to this good Queene was fo great, that it razed out of 
chart al orher loue, as the ray of the ſunne ſcattereth the ſhadowes and 
jaocolmes of the night, The holy Lady perceyuing the ſpirir of her hus- 
und already moued in hers, and that there was no need of power, but 
wple , ſo compoſed her manners in her mariage, that ſhe made herſelfe a 
xiſe® model of perfeRions, requiſite for this eſtate. 

Royal crownes looſe their luſtre on heads without braine, and browes 


ithour maieſty.Bur this Lady made it preſently appeare, thatalthough her 
ithhad not made her worthy of a Crowne, nor her good fortune had affoor- 
elit, her merit alone had been of power to make her wearc the beſt diadem 
athe world. She practiſed inthe Court of a Pagan King a ſtrong and vigo= 
ms deuotion , which was not puffed vp with outward ſhewes and vapours, 
wrwholy repleniſhed with wiſedome. For ſhe had a feare of God ſo chaſt, 
kar ſhe apprehended the leaſt ſhaddowes of ſinne as death; aloue ſorender, 
tut her hart was as a flaming lampe, which perperually burned before the 
m&uary of the liuing. God, Her taith had a boſome as large, as that of 
fernity ; her hope was 4 bow in Heauen , al furniſhed with emeralds, which 
ever loſt it's force, and her piety ancternal ſource of bleſlings. 
the had made a little Oratory , as Iudith, in the royal Palace, where she 
tended as much as tyme would permir to prayers and mortifications of 
ks: abiding thereinas in a fortunate lland, which made the ſweetneſſe of 
kr immortal perfumes to mount yp to Heauen, Yetdid She manage al her 
&ions with ſingular diſcretion , that She might not ſceme too auſtere in 
teeyes of her Court, for feare weake ſoules might be diverted from Chri- 
fiznity, by obſcruing in her cariage perfe&ions tranſceEdent aboue ordinary 
ities. Bur al that which molt paſſed in a common, life was done by 
kr and her maydes, with much purity, feruour, maieſty, and conſtancy. It 
wan Angelical ſpeRacle to ſee her preſcnt at Maſſe, and diſpoſe herſelfe 
preceyue the Bleſſed Sacrament, which $he very ofren frequented, to draw 
mice and ſtrengch from it's ſource, She honoured Prieſts, as Mefſengers 
ifcended from Heauen, as wel to diſcharge her conſcience, as to hold her 
leigion in much eſtimation among Pagans. The zeale of the howſes of God,' 
which are Churches , cnflamed her with ſo much feruour, that she had no 
flights more precious , then eyther to cauſe new to be raiſed , or to adorne 
tive which had been erected , ſo farre as to make them receiue radiance 
fomthe works of her royal hands. Her charity towards the poore was 2 
ks, which neuer dryed vp,and her hart ſo large that al the harts of the miſe 
able breathed in hers. She compoſed and decked herſelte dayly before the 
ger of God , putting on al vertues,as it were by nature, and rich attire of 
lalyes, for neceſſity. But the King her husband she honoured, as if she had 
ken the Sauiour of the world walking vponthe earth: and not ſtaying alone 
athe body, she penetrated cuen to the center of this infidel ſoule,which She 
held with eyes of vnſpeakable compaſſion, She moft particularly endea- 
wured to obſeruc al his humours, and follow the motions of his hart, as 
etaine Aowers wayte on the ſunne. Al that which Cledovew affected, 
ooke preſently an honourable place in the ſoule of Clotilda; it he delighted 
n armes, in dogs, in horſes, she for his ſake prayſed armes, dogs, and 
s, regarding cuen the obicas of the honeſt pleaſures of her husband, 
her beſt entertainments.Her conucrſation was ful of charmes and attrac- 
tves , which euer carryed profit along with them : Sometimes She {weet- 
ed the warlike humours of her husband with harmony of reaſon,ſome- 
ines che comforted him vpon occa(ion of troubles , which might happen 
the world:lomerime she withheld very ſoberly,and with prudent n— 
| us 
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his ſpirit, which tooke too much liberty ; ſomerime She repeated vnto hin 
certaine precepts of wiſdome, and pradtizes of the lives of Saints, & worth # 
perſonages,that he might loue our Religion , ſomerime ſhe pleaſed him with 
an cloquent tongue , and an entertainment ſogdelicate,rhat nothing might be 
ſayd more accompliſhed, She was magnificent & liberal towards her houſe. [ 
hold ſeruants,moſt exactly taking notice of the faithful ſeruices they yealved Wl j, 
to her husband, & kept her houſe ſo wel vnited within the bands of coucors lj 
and charity,thar it ſeemed as it were alittle temple of peace. Slander, vnclcz. 
neſſe, idlenes, impudence, were from thence eternally baniſhed : vertues,in. } 
duſtry, and arts, found there a manſion, andthe muſeries of the world aſafe i; 
Sanctuary : ' For ſhe embraced al pious affaires of the Realme, and gouerneq 
them with ſo much equality of ſpirit, that ſhe reſembled Angels, who moue i 
the Heauens, not vſing in themſelues the leaſt agiration, May we not very 
wel ſay , this diuine woman was ſcle&ted out by God to ſet a golden faceon be 


42 catire Monarchy,by the ray es of her piety? | " 
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The prud: nce which the Queene v{ed in the conuer/ion 7 

| of her husband, = 

| une 


=o HE holy Queene brought forth a King, and a gre 
; Monarchy to leſus Chriſt , bearing perpetually. his 
Y}:Coutr;; & the whole Kingdome inthe entrailes ofher},. 
Sj chatity.. She had her Centinels day and night before 
Ra the Altars, who ceaſed nor to1implore the aſliftanceof 
WA Heauen for the ſaluarion of her husband, and ſheherÞ: 


affaires, ſome inordinate paſſion, which tortureth and tyrannizeth ouer the 
mind. Behold the cauſe why she tooke great care to-ſweeten the diſpoſition 
of her husband , calme his paſſions , and through a certaine moral goodnes, 
facilitate vnto him the way of the myſteries of our faith. This being done 
She rooke her opportunity with the more effe&, and found theKing daylyſſh.. 
diſpoſed better and better for theſe impreſſions, | 
He already had the arrow very deepin his hart,and began to aske qu 
ſtions, propoſing conditions, which shewed he would one day render him 
ſelfe. He ſaid to Clotilda : Madame , I should not be ſo farre alienated from your Reb 
gion , were it not that 1 ſaw therin matters very ſtrange , which you would baue me beli 
by power and authority , not giuing => other reaſon thereof. Tou would baue me belt 
| that three are but one in your Trinity that I adore a Crucified man, and that 1 eruciſy my ſe 
in an enforced and ceremomous life , wherein 1 was neuer bred. My deareſt, had | you 
snclumations, al would be eaſy to me : but you know that 1 al my life time baue been tr; 
yp in armes. If 1 hould to morow receiue your Baptiſme,which blottetb out al finnes ( «al 
ding to your maximes) I were no ſooner washed,but 1 should feare to plunge my ſeife gi 
unto 4n infinity of occaſions , which might dayly preſent themſelues tomy wnderſtanding. TH 
would you threaten me with the indgement-day,and Hel, with rerrours, able t0 ouerwhel 
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0 him I gf wind. Conſider whether it would not be more to the purpoſe, te let me perſener in my Set, 
orthy WI jjercin per forming al the good 1 may, Can you thinke that for al this 1 should de excluded 
1 with Wl jaw che mercy of God, who wil ſane al men? 
ghtte Y The wile Clorudsreplyed rhereunto : Syr ,I beſeech your Maieſty #2t to flatter your 
houſe. We wich rus ſpecrous title of mercy , for there wil be none in the other world for choſe , who 
ealded I ju per for:ned it in this without profir, Now is the tyme,that God ſpareth not to ſtretch out 
ucord I jy ammes jor your obedience ; if you deſpiſe bim, you wil looſe him without recouer). One can 
'nckw  v-tr doe roo much for eternal life; and whatſoener we ſuffer, Paradiſe may jtit be purchaſed 
ues, in. I it « good penny-worth. Alas, Syr , wby doe you find ſo many difficul:tes i our Religion? 
d a afe WW rhuke you God doth wrong in deſiring to make You bel:ene things which you cannot conceiue 
verned W jhumane reaſons ? 1t is he , who bach made the ſoule of man, and who accommodateth al 
 moue i jc wheels rhereof , nor i5 there any one. of them which mouth not at b.s pleaſure. What 
It very Wi wnehle is it, 3f man offer the homage of bis vnderſtanding to.God ? If weakiefſ. ſubmit ro 
ace on bgth, lutrlenes to greatnes , the finite tothe infinit, that which is nothing, to hum who is 
wab)ſſe of eſſence , goodneſſe , wiſedome, and light? 

If you make a promiſe to one of your ſeruants , although it be ynreaſonable , and almoſt 
wredible, Jer would you haue hn to belteue ut without repl !,& that he take no other ground 
jrthis belief , bur rhe greatneſſe and infallible word of your Maie(ty.One man ex4deth fairh 
{other though both of them are but earth and duſt : aud you think the Souerargne Crea= 
urof Heauen and earth is vniuſt, to make vs belieue that which our brutisÞ ſenſes cannot 
amprehena, 1s this the ſubmiſs1on and vbedrence we owe Eternal Truth ? Why $hould not I 
klexe, chat three are but one , that is to ſay, three perſons, one only God, ſince 1 daily find 
memory, vnderſtanuing , and wil, make but one ſoule > Wherefore should we ſcorne to 
ne s Crucrfied man? I be Croſſe ts ſo farre from weak ning my beliefe , that there is not 
a) thing which more confirmeth it. For if the Sautour of the world had come , as your 
lefty, to che conqueſt of rbe vniucrſe with legions, horſes , treaſures,and armes,he should in 
p 0p110n 7eraine chat eſteeme , which great Captaines hold : bus when 1 conſider that by the 
quuhment of che Croſſe, be hath reduced the whole world vnder his lawes , and planted the 
Wiument of bis exceſSiue dolours euen 0n the top of Capitols and the heads of Monarchs, 
lafrme, rb.ut al 1s of God wn ſuch an affaire, ſince there is nothing init of man, Alas, Syr, 
[ju haue 4 ſarthſul ſeruznt , who would ſuffer himſelfe ro be tormented and crucified, to 
whe you Maſter of 4 rebellious fort , would not you find more glory in his loyalty , then igno= 
Mu ww bis rorments ? And thinke you if the Eternal Wiſedome bauing taken 4 bumane 
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= % ky,and voluntarily expoſed it to extreme rigours ro wash our offeuces in his bloud , and 
"al life Woof tbe pride and cnrteſinres of the e.41th to the power of Heauen ,it bath done ought therin 
emp - Wrebenſible ? Haue we not much mare cauſe to adore the infinite plenty of his charines, then 


biipure vpons honours, which only confift in the opinion of the world? 1 beſeech your Maieſty, 


_— ſqure not to Jour ſeife our Religion , as an irkeſome and auſtere Law : when you haue ſub= 
o0due ted ro the yoke , God Wil oford you ſo much grace , that al theſe difficulties which you 
4 Jone {9 9hend, wil no more burden you then feathers doc birds. And although it should happen you 
_ 4a)  Beptiſme ſal mto ſome ſiane , which God by his grace wil duert , the bloud of leſus 


iſt js 4 ſounrame, which perpetually diftilleth in the Sacraments of the Church to wash 
Wy al our miquities, Syr, | feare leaſt You too long differre to reſigne Jour ſelſe to the many 
nſements which you haue receiued from Heauen : If you weigh the fauours that God 


Ske qu 


hin-W ; . 
der Ma done to your Maieſty , hautng ſet 4 Crowne on your head at the age of fifteen yeares, 


your Rell, $ C1 een ), 
- lf «ing preſerued you againſt ſo many fattions , deſended you from ſo many perils , adorned 
me belun With ſo much glory , honoured Jou with ſo many proſperours ſucceſſes , you shal find he 
ciſy my ſl 0 reaſon to require at this trme from you , what he demandeth of you by my mouth. 


Mat knowy you wherber he baue choſen out your perſon to make you 4 patrerne to al 

Kings , and conſtitute you ſuch im France, as Conſtantine hath been in the 
Mane Empire , which wil render y9u glorious in the memory of men , and happy in 
Wauen ro al erernity? Verily , Syr , if you yeald not your ſelfe vp to my words, you ought 
ſubmit to the bloudof {o many worthy Martyrs , who baue already profeſſed this faith in 
1 Kingdome: you ought to ſum:t to ſo many great Conſeſſours, 45 knowing 4 Oracles,of 45 
Wdlife as Angels, who denuunce truth ynio Joa, Touonght to ſubmit to mracles , that are 
euery 
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euery day viſilly done at the Sepulcher of great S. Martin , which is an incomparable ty. 
ſure 3a your Kingdome. 

Sweet bart ( anſwereth the King ) ſay no more, you are too learned for me,and 1 fear 
leaſt you sheu'd perſwade me to that, which 1 baue 10 deſire to Lelicue ; a1.d alubeugh jun hyg 
conunced my ſoule to diſpoſe it to this belieſe, thinke you it Would be lawſu! for me ſ- ſuner 
make profeſiron of your faith? Tou ſee I am King of an infinit people , and hauc ener at 
command a great Nobility, who acknowledge no other Gods but thoſe of the Count) ). Doe jy 
belieue that al ſpirits are ſo eaſy to be ca1bid, & that when | Shal yo alout to take a ſha: ge 
God, wil it not make them murmur, and perbaps forge pretexts to embroile ſomethin $i my 
Kngdome ? For Religion and the State are two pieces which mutually teuch one anutber ry 
neer ; one cannot almoſt ſtirre the one without the other : the ſureſt way 13 not ro fal vpun , 
and to let the world paſſe along as our predeceſſours found ut, 

Clorilda wel ſaw this apprehenſion was one of the mayneſt obſtacles of his 
ſaluation, and ſhe already had giuen good remedy thereunto, practiſing the 
diſpoſitions of al the greateſt ot the Court. Behold the cauſe why the moſ 
ſtoutly replyed thereunto: —— p 

ST , iti5to0 apprebend fantaſies, fo f. 97me to your ſelf, e IC wb $M agimarions : Tou are a ring 
#00 abſolute , and too wel beloued to ſeare theſe commonions , but rather much otherwiſe . 
aſſure you vpon mine honaur, your people are already much diſpoſed to receius our Keligion; G y 
Jour Nobility, which hath ſufficiently vnderſtood the vant) of 1dols, expecteth nought eiſe by þ 

th 
be 
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Jour example toembra e Chiiſtiamty: Nay if need were to penetrate rocks, and Cut through 
mmountaines to gyne ſucceſſe for ſuch 4n enterprize, your trauailes would therem be very yd 
employed,nor 15 it fit you feare to looſe eartÞ to purchaſe Heanen, But al the facility is in jun 
owne hands,the grape,which you ſaid Was not yet ripe almoſt fine yeares ſince, 13 now many, 
and it is neceſſary you gather it, 

Theſe words oftentimes preſented vpon occaſions , had quickly a meryei. 
lous power ouer the mind of Clodouews, and the iron began in good earneſt tg 
wax ſoft in the fire. For he honoured Churches,and vied Ecclefiaſtikes with 
a quite other reſpe& then he accuſtomed, whereof he gaue a moſt cuicentte- 
ſtimony in the buſineſle which paſſed with S. Remigius, 

The Hiſtory ſaith ,the ſoldiers of Clodouews foraging the Country intheir 
liberty of armes,had pillaged in the Church of Rhemes a goodly & large veſ 
of ſfiluer to powre out water into; at which the good Biſhop being ſome- 
what troubled for the reuerence he bare to al that which apperteynedtohis 
Miniſtery , he ſent his Commiſſaries to the King to make Complaint thereof, 
which was not loſt. For Cloudouews commanded them to come to 30:ſon, where 
diuiſion ſhould be made of the booty had been taken from al parts, which 
was done; and they comming to vnfardle al theſe pilferies, the King being 
there preſent in perſon, foundtic veſſel, which he preſently commanded to 
be reſtored to the Commiſſaries of the Church:but a ſoldier becoming obſt- 
nate thereupon, & much diſpleaſed that (o goodly a piece ſhould eſcape his 
hands, gaue a blow with a halberd vpon it to cleaue it aſunder; which Club 
weus for that time diſſembled, fearing to proceed to a reaſonable chaſtiſement 

with any paſſion: but afterward ſeeing this fellow much out of order , How! 
ſaith he, is there none but you that grow mutinous, and yet are the worſt armed of alk 
troops? And ſaying ſo, he rooke the halbecd out of his hand, and threw itto 
the ground;the other ſtooping to take it vp againe, felt a furious blow froth 
hand of the King, which bereaued him: of life, in. puniſhment of his temerity, 

1he Qucene vnderſtanding this newes held it a good preſage of his co 
uerſion & thar which much more confirmed her in this hope was, that bein 
deliucred of a goodly ſonne, ſhe obteyned leane of the King ir o1gls0 
Chriſtned ; which ſhe ſpecdily Gid : but the infant ſtayed not long alter! 
baptiſme ,to forſake an earthly Crowne, to take in Heauen a d1ademe 0 
etcrnal glory. 

Yet Clodoueus found ſome flackeneſle in his good purpoles, and chid th 
Queets 
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ble tres. ying chis Bapriſme might very wel haue procured hurt tothe health of the 
d Ifear cld; bur ſhe replyed thar life and death were inthe hands of God ; that this 
) you ba caild was nor ſo much to be lamenred for hauing ſo ſuddenly changed from 
hos elite ot a fly ro thar of Angels, but tharthe Sauiour of the world , who hol- 
ts &th in his hand the keyes of fruittulnes, could bleſle their royal bed with a 
.Dee Ju fire iſſue , when he thought good ; and that we ſhould not be amazed at the 
TH" death a} ſo frayle a creature, nor attribute the cauſe therof to Baptiſme 
RA which operareth nothing but good. She knew ſo wel how to excuſe her aQ, 
Þ ts. that being the ſecond tyme deltucred of a male child , Baptiſme was as wel 
om ') WY conferred on this as the former; atter which it deceaſed; whereat the King of= 

PO, WF tended more then euer blamed her very ſharply ſaying, that he from thistime 
s of hi forward wel ſaw theſe waters of Baptiſme were fatal torhedcath of his chil- 
ing the fen,and that ſhe ſhould rake heed how at any time to open her mouth to ob- 
he mot. Ml 12m of him ſuch like liberty, | 

She endowed with a conſtant hart, and hauing taken very deep roots in 
e 4 Bring faich, made an anſwer worthy ot her piety, laying to her husband : 4b bow $y1? 
berniſ watif God hath thought me vuworthy cuer agaie to haue any iſſue by my child-beds , were 
ive; 6 1 wot reaſon I adore his holy prouidence; and kiſſe the rods of bis iuſtice? 1 humbly be ſeech Jour 
reiſe by ney y not 10 caſt vpon the baptiſme of Chriſtians,that which you shoulg 1ather attribute tomy 
_ The King al enraged with choller, was [0 edified with this word, that from 
wig this ryme torward he reteyned it in memory with much admiration, not 
an ting able to wonder enough ar the great courage and modeſty of his wife, 
meruei- cpa » —_ 
rneſt to 
_— SECTION VI. 
' Intheir 
ge veſt! The conuerſion of Clodouens, 
g ſome- 
edtohis 
of | ; 

ap WE T is to fayle without ſtarres, and to labour without 
;* hid W- > | the ſunne (ſaith Origen) to thinke of comming ro God 
ip being VN @ 3 without a particular grace of God, After ſo many hu« + 
dels f We f) mane {peaches redoubled one vpon another, the holy - 
ig obſti Nl C7 I FL Ghoſt, worker of al Conuerſions , ſpake witha voice 
cape his $: \Y >) of thunder ro the hart of Clodowuews in the middeſt of 
ch Cl \ (>) ls ſp barcailes, & cauſed him to ſettle vpon this reſolution, 
es |, =2/ a SI ape _ pondered __ k pace of many yeares. 
| | The occaſion was, that the Suewt, a people "I 
. : [a an , paſſed the Rheine with great forces, commanded by —_ = wa : = 
ow wh perſonally inthe army, and cameto ruſh on the Gaules, with intention to 
y frothe "A = beginnings of the French Monarchy. Clodoyes hauing receiued 
merity lhe. - this preparation, ſpeedily oppoſerhthem with good troups : for be 
his od iſe had drawne together to his ayde the Ribarols, people neer bordering 
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queene,as being too vehement to diſpoſe al the world to het owne Religion 


Athe Rhetne, whowere allyed tothe French, and had firſt ofal giuen notice of 
enterprize of the Sueur, who ina neerer degree threatned them, 

The encounter of the two armies was at Tolbial neer Cullen , which verily 
Wone of the moſt deſperate, that is found in hiſtories. The King vndertooke 


Reconduct of the Caualry , and had giuento Prince Sigebers his kinſman the 


Cc Infancery, 
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Infantery, Al of them were extremely inflamed to ſhew themſclues yajiz,, 
in this confli&, Cledowens, who proceeded to lay the foundations of a grear yg. 
narchy, wherin he would haue no copanion, thought he mult either triumph 
or be loſt, His allyes, who were intereſſed very farre inthis warre, tayleq jn 
not in any kind, The Almans on the other {ide had an extreme delire to exteqq 
their conqueſts , and thought their fortune depended on the {uccelle ofthis 
battaile. There was nothing bur fire, tempelts, deaths, and {]laughters,ſo Zrear 
was the reſiſtance on either fide. In the end Sigebert valiantly fighting, was 
wounded with an arrow, and borne al bloudy our of the batraile by his ſongs 
The infantery through the abſence of their Coronel , was defeated and put to 
rout. Althe burden of the batraile fel vpon the Caualry , which did meryey. 
lous exploits, fighting before the eyes of their King: butin the end the ſhocks 
of enemies was ſo impetuous, that it brake through , and ſcattered them, cy. 
dowews bare himſclfe like a Lion couered with bloud and dult, among thergr. 
kes of thoſe affrighted men, cryed out with a loud and ſhril voice, to rgll 
their troups, he in the meane time fighting in his owne perſon,and withal per. 


. forming the duty both of a great Caprtayne, and valiant ſoldier, But notwith. 


Sidon. Apollinar. 
ep.7.C- 9, 

Flumen in verbis,f'u 
men in clauſulis, 


ſtanding al his endeauours, terrour had ſo ſeyzed onthele flying men, that the 
affaire grew deſperate. 

And as remedies are ſought from Heauen when thoſe of the earth gre of 
noeffe&, Aurelianw the great fauourite of the King approaching neerto hi 
Maſter , perſwadeth-himto make a vow vnto God, to fulfil the promiſe he 
had made to the Queene his wife, which was, tobe baptized, if he returneq 


vicorious from this battel: which he did, calling aloud vpon the God of his 


wife, and promiſing an abſolute conuerſionto the Catholike faith, 

The word wasno ſooner ſpoken, bur that his troups rallied themſclues 
vp, made head againſt their enemies, purſued them , ran through , and routed 
them with fo-great a maſſacre , that the fields were al couered with dead bo- 
dyes, The diſconfiture ſoterrified them on the other h1eof the Rheine,that the 
Almans which ſuruiued , fearing leaſt the King puffed vp with his viRories 
might paſſe the river , diſpatched a ſpeedy Embailadour vato him, toyeald 
themſclues tributaries to his Maieſty, | 

| Clirilda hearing the newes of this battel, and of the holy reſolution ofher 
husband , was tranſported with ſo great 1oy, that ſhe went out to meet himg 
farre as Champaigne, accompanied with the great Archbiſhop $. Remigius, a man 
whom God was pleaſed ro make vie of to crowne this great worke of thefal. 
uation of Clodauew.For beſides his admirableſanRirty, acknowledged through. 
out al France , he had the reputation to be one. of the moſt able and eloquent 
men of his tyme ; witneſle Sidonius Apoliinaris , who ſpeaketh of his eloquence 
with admiration, ſaying, he thought there was not a man liuing vpon the face 
of the earth, whom $, Remigizs ſurpaſſed not, without any elaborate ſtudy atal, 
through the experience he had acquired of wel ſpeaking. His conceprions 
were inimitable, his language fo ſweet and polite, that it reſembled a pieceof 
ice very ſmooth, whereon nothing might be ſeen vnequal. His ſentences were 
fal of weight, his arguments of torce,and his words glided along likea riuer, 
a1d cu-r bare in them ſome flaſhes of lightning atthe &nd of his periods. 

So ſoone as the King, who was ſtil repleniſhed with ſweet ide4es of his vic- 
tory, ſaw the Queene his wife, It © now Madame ( ſaith he ) that you baue gajtts 
Clodoueus rriumpherh oner che Almans, and you triumph ouer Clodoueus. The deedi 
done , m) Baptiſme muſt no longer be deferred. The Queene infinitly comforted with 
T11S word, an{wereth:Syr,to the great God 0 f Hoſtes u due the glory of theſe two triumphs 
&:d your Mateſty doth moſt wiſely to render bum with the fir(t oportunity what you hat 


vowed. That man giueth doubly, who affoordeth readily. Behold one of che greateſt Prelataif 


our Kingdome , whom 1 hawe brought along to ſerue your Maieſty in an affaire of ſuch t 
portane, 
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Thereupon $S. Remigius was preſented , whom the King moſt honorably 
mertained, and lignityed he much deſired to bereitied by his good inſtruc- 
ions2wherar the holy man exceedingly retoycing for the good which he ho- 
pedro deriue from thence, made him on the day aſſigned a Sermon of the 
knowledge of God , and of the glory of Chriſtianity , againſt the vanity of 
vols, ſo rauiſhing, that it tranſported the King, and al his Court, who ceaſed 


wot afterward to confine him(clte ro the lips of S. Kemigis, as to a ſtreame of Anno Chriſti 499, 
living warers. It is true that S. Vedaſtus, who was atrerward Biſhop of Arras, had Clodouzi 15, 


ready begun to catechiſe Clodouews : bur as theſe holy men pretended no- 
thiog but the intereſts of God, not hauing regardto any thing which touched 
their owne perſons, he moſt willingly gaue way to the dignity of an Arch- 
biſhop , and to the great ability of a man accounted as an oracle, contenting 
timſclfe to aſſiſt $, Kemigius , and to contribute 10 this ation, al which his mi- 
niſtery and ſeruice might affoord,; 

This King going to Khemes diſpoſed himſelfe religiouſly to receine Bap- 
ſme vader the direction of this Prelat, daily harkening with ſingular atten- 
tion vnto the inſtructions of faith, andintorming himſelfe with much iudge- 


nentin al that, which was neceſſary for his ſaluation. It is written among Chronicummanis 
other things , that when S. Remigius came to explicate the myitery of the Pal- ſcrigrum, 


fon vnto him, he was much moued thereat : fo that tranſported with a gene- 
rous impatience, he pur his hand to his ſword, and ſpake aloud in anger , thar 
had he with his French been preſent in the place where this a&t was committed 
wainſt his Maſter, he would hauercucnged it, with the vemoſt ability of his 
forces, The holy Prelat ſweetned his warlike humours, and made him capable 
ofeuery myſtery , vſing therin much endeauour and great perſpicuity of diſ- 
courſe, After rheſe inſtructions they proceeded to Confeſſion, and ordinary 
pennances, wherin the King ſhewed ſo much deuotion, that laying aſide the 
purple robe and Crowne, he coucred himſelfe with ashes , imploring the 
mercy of God in his moſt feruent prayers. 

| When the day of Baptiſme came, which was the Eue of Eaſter, $.Remigius 
cauſed che Church of Rhemes to be excellently adorned ,,as the cuſtome of 
thoſe tymes would permit, commanding it to be hanged with the richeſt 
pieces of rapeſtry he could find, to be perfumed with ſweet odours, and 
lghtned with a grearquantity of waxe lights , compoled of certaine perfu- 
wes, which rendred a'delicate (ſplendour, in ſuch manner , that S, Gregory of 
Twn ſayth , this place reſembled alittle terreſtrial Paradiſe. 

' Some while before the Bapriſme, the King and Queene fitting with $, Re- 
nigiwin the Oratory of S, Peter, attended by tew perſons of note, behold 
there came on a ſodaine a moſt reſplendent light, which appeared vnto the 
eyesof al the world, with rayes ſo ſparkling , that ſcarſely ir might be endu- 
red; and at the ſame inſtant was heard from Heauen a voice, which ſayd, 
Mace be with you , ſeare nothing , perſeuer im my loue. This was the time , when the 
tew Conſtantine ſet forward towards holy Baptiſme;where being arriued in the 
preſence of al the world, S, Remigius ſpake to him theſe words : Mitis depone colls 
liamber; 4dora quod incendiſti, incende quod adoraſii. Bow thy necke now (0 French man) 
Wider the yoak of God; adFe that which you baue burned , and burne what you adored. 


Thereupon pronouncing his profeſſion of faith,and eſpecially that which Omniporentem Deum 


cOncerned the myſtery of the holy Trinity , he was baptized , bn the name of 2 T runis 


the Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt. 

The hand of God, that is not ſhorrned,and which being the worke-maſter 
eFnature, 9perateth when ir pleaſerh him aboue nature, vſeth to honour with 
ſome great miracles the foundations of Religionincertaine places, whereit is 
Planted, Heer he was pleaſed to conſecrate the Kings of France , and the 
whole Realme to his Maieſty , to deriue from hence an infinit number of 
ktuices and as thoſe great Kings arc the firſt of the Church, and the moſt 

Cc 2 perfect 


regor, 


ate confeſſus, 


Turon, 
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In baptiſmatceim perſe& images of the Diuinity amongal Monarchs , eſpectally when they ge. 
Angel. ampullam Clare themſelues imitatours of the piety of Clodouews, ſo God was willing tg 


focrs Chriſmais de- at their conſecration, the wonders he did at rhe Baprtiſine of bis Sonne | 
» 4 


ewhs, Vide Morum, 


de ſacris vnction;. ©O the end the workemarnſhip might haue conformity with its moel : for he 


bus 1. 2, c. 7. cauſed adoue viſibly to appeare, which bare in her beake the holy Viol,filleq | 
Clemens quartus, with the vnction whercwith Cledoucns and his (ucceflours wcre afterward aln- 


phcin In chile, NO nred, mee | 
It isathing ſo authentical,rhat it is rather to be reuerenced, then diſputeq; 
the memory therot is ſtil preſerved in the Epitaph {et oucr the alhes of Lia. 
uew inthe Church of S. Genonefue of Paris, which faith, this doue was an Ange], 


in $. Thomas in the ſecond booke of the inſtitution of Princes ; in Climent the | 


fourth in his queſtions, & ſo many other Authours,that it wereto doe a thing 
already done to diltend my ſelte any further vpon this ſubicct. 

Others haue added that the flower-de-luces were brought at the ſametime 

Ita Sauarus in Þy the help of an Angel, to be'ſct in the armes & Scutcheons of thc K'ngsof. 
Trattatu de ſan- France: but that is not wel proued. I ſhould rather belicue, that thc lili. s erg 
_ Regis L.= the Symbole of the Gaules , as the balme of 1udea, long time bctore C odeney; 
ws For there arc yet ccrtaine medals found ſtamped inthe time of the Enperour 
Adrian, who was little aboue one hundred yeares after our Saulour Chriſt, 
whereon the figure of G.ule was to be ſeen, tormedas an honourable Lady, 
which ſeemed ro hold in her hand a flower-de-luce, offering ir tothe Empe. 
rour, and yealding thankes for its preſcruation by rhis title, engrauen onthe 
ſame coyne , RESTITY TORI GALLI A, I cannot likewiſe vnderſtang, 
who is that Cuuru cited by Monſieur Capet ; in his pleadings of rights and |j. 
berties, that maketh mention of a rod ſprinkled with flower-de-luces, which 
then appeared in Heauen, to witnelle the Kings of France ſhould be the truce. 
fenders of the Catholike Church, 

We haue no wtnt of true miracles, nor need we goe about to entertainei| 
grounded phantafics : they who deſire to eſtabliſh talfe things gaine nought 
elſe vpon the credulity of hamane ſpirits, but to make truth ro be doubted, 

That which | find in this Bapriſme moſt probable, is ; that Cludouew was 
baprized with his children, his ſiſters, & more then three thouſand Caualierg, 
Captaines, ſoldiers, and other Courtiers, not numbring women , and littk 
children ; and which is more, the King made an Edict ſo fapourable for Chri. 
ſtian Religion, that being publiſhed it connerred to the faith almoſt a}thereſt 
of the French Nation , in ſuch fort that euery where there was nothingtobe 
ſcen, but burning of Idols and erecting of Altars, 

The admirable Cletus, who hail ſolong tyme ſighed after this moſt happy 
day, being wholly abſorpt in reverence and thankes-giuing rendered to Gdd, 
beheld herſelfe crowned with ſo many thouſands of children:and it thoſe wo. 
men of the o}d Teſtament for aflender carnalrace ſung Canticles of triumph, 
whar mightrthis Lady both ſay and doe., who atter her comming into Fran, 
{aw the tace of a Monarchy abſolurcly changed , the Kingdome of God eſtz- 
bliſhed, and ſo many ſoules arranged vnder the banner ot our Saniour, who 
was plcaſed ſo powerfully ro make vic heerin of her prayers and induſtry? 
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SECTION vw > 


What (lodoueus did by the perſwaſion of Clotilda 
after his Baptiſme, 


'HE holy womandayly building vpon her foundatios; 
5; ceaſed not to diſpoſe her husband to al the holy and 
A | glorious actions, which ſhe could thinke on . that he 
dane] 1i2htinſomedort anſwer the fauours he had receauet 

a trom the diuine Maieſty. She caufed him to bend his 

__ $2 attctions tothe embeliſhing and enriching of Chur= 
FS ces; which hedid, beginning withthat of Rhemes, with 
io much magnificence, that S. Remigius who was of a 
LE Y 10ble & generous courage, had muchadoe with him- 
{ifero take al which the King was willing to giue : humbly beſeeching his 
Maieſty be would apply his liberalities to other places that had more need 
therot. 

Thereupon he diſpoſed himſelfe to build the Church of the Apoſtles s. Pe- 
trand S. Paul, whom he honoured as the Fathers of Chriſtianity. It is now de- 
licared ro $5. Genoueſue of Paris ; which the King and Queene afterward choſe 
out for the place of their ſepulchers. 

One cannot roo much glority this holy place , which hath been as the 
adle of the piety of Uludourw; and it is a moſt manifeſt bleſſing trom Heauen, 
thatit fel intro the hands of thar ſage and religious Prelat, the Lord Cardinal 
of Rchefauc.aulr; who by his zeale (amoſt powertul alchimy ) dayly changerth 
thebrickes & motter into marbles & gold : and not content with dead ſtones 
kh aſſembled the liuing in ſo many good Religious men, there eternally to 
miſe the greatneſſe of God , and of this heauenly Virgin, Patroneſle of the 
place. He could nor better (erue our great King then by ſo pretiouſly honou« 
ringthe aihes of the firſt molt Chriſtian Prince, andof his holy ſpouſe Clotuds, 
totye their protection to his ſtandarts, | 

Inthe third place the bleſſed woman very deeply impreſſed inthe ſoule of 
herhusband the deuotion of S. Martin, in ſuch ſort that in al his moſt thorny 
afaires he had a ſingular recourſe to this great Apoſtle of France, making there 
many vowes, aad ſometimes praying proſtrate at his romb, with the feruour 
of an incredible piety. 

From whence alſo proceeded, that not ſatisfying himſelfe with giuing 
lrge donatiues to his Church, he treated the whole Dioces with merueylous 
rverece; torbidding hisrroups when they marched vpon any exploit, totake 
vught elſe inthoſe precin&ts, bur ſalt and hearbs, Which was ſo ſtreightly ob- 
ſerued, that he cauſed a ſoldierto paſſe through the pikes , who had taken hay 
fom a Countriman, ſaying it was hearbs. 

Moreouer to imitate in aleminency the piety of great Conſtantine, he pro. 
ared a national Councelto be held at Orleans : where he witneſſed much reſ- 


- 
., 


x&to the Prelars aſſembled in that place to decide Eccleſiaſtical affaires, gy, ,,, g 
writing vnto them a notable letter, by which he confirmed the rights 8& 1m- anno, 514, © 


mnities of the Church, according tothe forme of ancient Canons. 
Intheend Pope Hormiſdas , comming to ſucceed Symmachw in the holy See, 
Cideuras was the very firſt which diſpatched Embaſſadours vato him , with a , 


Kery beautiful Crowne, ſurnamec the Realme, 
Ces It hath 


Flodoardus Phi- . . 
lippus Bergom _ mentioneth, to be hanged vp before the chiefe Altar of $, Peter at R me, inty. 


fis. Sauaro p. 15 de 
pictate Regis Lu- ofthe Church, And he that would wel conſider the foundation of the hiſtory I 


douici, 


Communi; Fpiſcopus NOT the rayne of the ſunne, Conſtantine ſayd the Biſhops were Biſhops in their 
um queexnacc- Churches, inthat which concerneth Religion,and God had appointed hiratot 


Cleſtam. 


THE HOLY COVRT. Part. :; 


It hath been a cuſtome very ordinary in altymes, to offer jewels ang 
Crownes to Altars,in grateful acknowledgemet towards the diuine Maieſty, | 
So Conſtantine tendred his diademeto the Sauiour of the world, which is yer 
this rime to be {ſeen hanging ouer the Altar of S. Sophia. So did Maury, ſy 
Henrythe Emperour at Cluny, who made offer tothe Church of a Worla, al Ouer 
diucrſifyed with moſt exquiſite precious ſtones. 

This is the cauſe, why the King ſent this preſent , as the Hiſtory expreſſely |, 


294 


ken of the offer he madeto God of his perſon and eſtate, as the eldeſt Song; 


ſhal find this diademe , called the Kingdome or Realme , was a kind of crowne } j 
come from Conſtantinople : For it is ſaid , that the Emperour Anaſtaſius, why | 
ſought ſupport from the fauour of the King of France againſt the Gutheg thy : 
ſwayed in 1taly , vnderſtanding the great feats of armes done by our Clodauy, If ,; 
ſent a ſolemne Embaſlage vnto him , to congratulate , and offer him the title 
of an honourable Conſul, the purple robe, & the Crown, which the Greciagg 
of this ty me called Bac. 

Clodouews very gladly entertained this Embaſſage , and ſhewed himſelfex. 
tyred with thoſe ornaments in the Churchof $S. Martin , where he made lar. 
geſſe of gold and filuer:then acknowledging al theſe proſperities came tohin 
from God after he was baptized , he conſecrated this rich iewel, which ha 
been preſented him by the Emperour, inthe chiete Church of Chriſtendome, 
to ſerue as an eternal monument of his Religion, Behold how this i11uſtrious 
Monatch began at that time to manifeſt the markes of his zeale, & to ciment 
rogether the good intelligence which France afterwards had with the Paſtor & 
ſpiritual Father of the whole world. 

I am bound to touch this as | paſſealong with al ſinceriry,being naturally 
an enemy of theſe Queſtions which are many times moued with too much fer, 
uour and inconſideration , in the point of conteſtations of the turiſUitiongf 
Soueraigne authorities. We are learned enough , when we know that les 
Chriſt, who had the ſource of power 1n himſelte, diſtributed it to Popes and 
Kings: conſtituting the one for ſpirirual gouernment, the other for temporal, 
It is his pleaſure we honour the character ot his authority both in the one,and 
other, and not to argue vpon fantaſyes, God hath ſet them ouer our headsto 
admire their luſtres, and not to controle their power, 

Amongſt the follies of Nero, it is reported that one day beholding a ſpace 
of land , which ſeparated two ſeas, and held them in excellent order, he hada 
deſire to cut it , that theſe two ſeas might encounter, and himſelfe ſee what 
countenance they would carry when they commixed together, Take you 
good heed (faiththe oracle vnro him) otherwiſe they wil ouerflow to drowne 
you. Leaue matters as God hath appointed , and confound riot the limits of 
nature, It is true, Eccleſiaſtical and ciuil power are two great ſeas, God hath 
limited and dinided them by the 1nterpolition of ſpiritual and temporal ad- 
miniſtration : Both exerciſe their functions , and liue in faire peace, God pre- 
ſerue vs from thoſe miſeries, which may diſmantle the wal, and cauſe them to 
iovrtermingle together, ſo., that we may behold the world in a deluge of cal 
mities. 

To what purpoſe is al this? The ſunne doth not the worke of the rayne, 


- I fendr 
the gouernment of his Empire in matters temporal.Let vs reſt in theſe limits, "xs 
Giue we to Caſar , that which belongeth to Caſar : to God , what appertaineth ro Gu. pleme 
We hane better learned to liue then diſpute , and our Anceſtours have pre-F yu yl 
ſcrued a Monarchy ſo flouriſhing theſpace of twelue hundred yeares,nor witlY y, x 
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obedience, and courage. 


We haue alwayes rendred to the Pope the honour hs deſerueth,as to the x, Petr, 2, 
cueralgne Paſtour of the vniuerſal Church,which is vnder Heauen, We haue Subdn eftote omni 


nfeſſed, and doe acknowledge the King true and abſolute Monarch in the hun.ane crea' ure 
proper Deum, /;ue 


: X . ; '” Reg quaſs prexeilen= 
ordial affeEtions louing him, as an animated pourtrayture of the greatneſle 5h _—— 
ifthe diuine Maicſty, God thereupon maketh vs to proſper, and talt by ex- quamabeo miſt. 


ernment of temporal things, ſingularly honouring him, and with moſt 


rience, that there is no ſcience more noble then obedience, nor any feli- 
ry , but the accompliſhment of the wil of the ſoucraigne Maſter. On 
he contrary, it is obſerued inthe Hiſtory of fo many Ages , that the wounds 
ram Hcauen haue on al ſides fallen vpon thoſe, who haue ſought to caſt the 
pple of diſcord into the houſe of God: The wind blowne tromtheir mouths 
xurned on their heads, ſince it 1s fit iniquity ſhould firſt kil ic ſelfe with it's 


qwne pO ſon. 
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SECTION. VI. 


The good ſucceſſe which God gaue to Clodoueus after 
he became a Chriſtian, © 


TY 
= LODOVEPS was no ſooner become a Chriſtian; 
== but that it ſeemed God had tyed to his armes. ſome 

{ {ccret verruc, which made him triumph ouer his ene« 
Aa$3 mics, and crowne al his enterpriſes-with moſt glo= 
& rious ſucceſles, 6. =D 
FCA lhe firſt warre he vndertook after his Baptiſme 
\ x: ——— was againſt Gombaut King of Butgundy , of whom we 
GE >4&3 ue very amply ſpoken heertofore. I much wonder 


— CT 
a > 


== - - | © . . 
= S=>2 at certaine Authours, who meaſuringthe affe&tions 


of Saints, with the weakeneſſes of their owne ſpirits,and eſtecming it alweet 
glory to be reuenged vpon enemies, from whom ſome notable iniuries are 
rceyued, hauc ſaid,thar Clorilda excited her husband to the ruine of her vn- 
de,to deriue an account from him of the death of her father and mother, 
This is to0 inferiour a conceit of a Lady, who was arriued to ſo highade- 
ee of perfe tion: nay it was fo inuch otherwiſe that ſhe ſhould enkindle the 
freof this warre , that Gombaut being in the ful poſſeſſion of Clodoweys to bee 
rue him of lite , ſhe withheld the faral blow, and afterwards ſeeing he. by 
hiil deportment had loſt his Kingdome, ſhe did al that pofibly ſhe mighrto 
preſerue a part thereof for Sigiſmond, ſonne of Gembaut, her couſen-german, 

That which firſt of al ruined this vahappy King of Burgundy , was his he- 
ry, which drew vpon him the vengeance of God : for it being often prea- 
hed vnto him, and he conuinced by reaſons, offering himſelfe in prinate..to 
become a Catholike,yer ſtil reteyned Arianiſme in publike.Bchold the cauſe, 
why he hauing divided his hart, God diuided his Kingdome: 

The ſecond cauſe of his ruine was his nature, cruel and couetuous, which 
endred him vnciuil, and an enemy of al order. He ſent his Niece as 1t were 
manger to Clodeweus , giuing her not auy thing in marriage but many Come | 
pemcnts : Whereupon the King making ſundry remonſtrances, and after- 
wards complaints, he negle&ing both the one and the other, and anſwering 
theEmbaſſadours ſent to treat with him very peruerſely,he reſolued to make 
Ware vpon him, | ; .- + Aa 

Adde 


Sec Monſicut du 
Pleix. 


2:6 THE HOLY COVFLE Pat. x: 
Adde heereunto, that hauing already put two of his brothers to death, be 


' tyrannized ouer the third, who to get ſhelter fromthe tempeſt hac! x; courſe 


to the King of France, who was no whit diſpleaſcd to take this OCCationty 
poſſeſſe hini{elfe of the Kingdome of Burgundy, which he ſaw to be ye, j, 
tor him. Gombaut hauing learned that Cludoueus armed in good earneſt 2gainf 
him,would necds flatter his brother, whom he bad before much exaſ; perateg 
to winne him to his party : but he playing the fox againſt a fox, having Ciuen 
him faire promiſes, turned his backe towards him , and ycalded to the xy 
with al his troups. : 

The Burgundian affrighted, fled, andcaſt himſelfe vpon the Roſe, vntil ſuch 
tyme that he was ſhut vp in Auignon, where Clodou: us de ſperately purſued him 
preſſed him, and thruſt him vpon extremities: ſo that the leaſt warg 
Queene Clotilda had been ſufficient totake away his life.But the King contej. 
ned himſcife both for the reſpe& he bare to his wife, whom he wel kney nor 
to be delighted with the bloud of herallyes, and tor the diſcretion which 
Arrecius a CounſeNour of Gombaut vicd roward him. The vanquiſhed Kn 
ycalded to al the conditions propoſed by the Cunquerour, lo tarre as tobe. 
come tributary to France. 

Afterwards the troups of Cledoueus being retired, this man ful of gal ang 
bitterneſle againſt Godegi/ilus his brother , who had leuted armes againit him 
beſieged him in Vienna , contrary toal promiſes made to Clodouens , & having 
ſurprized him,ſlew him in the Church with his owne hand: which was an z& 
bar barous, and only worthy of a man abandoned of al ſenſe of Religion This 
cruclty was the cauſe thar Clodoueus returning back againeentred into gy. 
gund) , and poſſeſſed himſelfe thereof, to puniſh the exorbirances of a may, 
who was as outragiousto offend thoſe who might hurt him, as vnabletg 
refiſt the iuſtice ot.armes raiſed againſt him. 

There remayned nothing for him in this ſhipwrake, but an ignominious 
and miſcrable life , which God oftentimes infliceth tor puniſhment of bro- 
ther-ſlayers,as he did to Cam; which he finally ended in Arianiſme, Theholy 
Clotilda ( as 1 ſaid before) taking pitty of the iſſue of this wicked father, em. 
ployed al her endeauours to preſerue for Sgiſmond the title of King, and fone 
competent remainders of a fortune , horribly diſmembred by the euil mar. 
nage of this Prince,blinded witherrour and impiety. 

From thence, Clodoueus transferred his armes into Aquitaine , where he 
had bufinefſe enough to deale with Alaricus King of the Viſigothes. But as 1 vn- 

dertooke not in this treatiſe to enlarge vpon the warres of Clodoxeus, nor on 
his ſingular valour, bur as it may be conſidered to correſpond with the piety 
he receyued from Clorilda, 1 remit the readerto the Hiſtory of France : con- 
tenting my ſelfe to obſcrue two or three paſlages of the diuine prouidence 
ouer King Clodouews in this warre, The firſt was,that hauing reſolued toturne 
his armes againſt this Goth , who drew into his territories al the enemyes of 
France and whoas an Arian heretike moſt inhumanely vſed the Catholikes, 
which were in his power ; he cndeauouring to decline this blow , vfed many 
wiles to ſurprize his aduerſary, and murther him it he could, vnder colour of 
empartance and amity. Clodoueus notwithſtanding, ſhielded by the powerful 
hand of God , was deliuered from his practiſes, and although the other was 
ſupported by King Theodorihg, who was his father in law, his countryman, 
& Jeagued with other Kings, our braue Monarchrepleniſhed with the con- 
fidence he had in the cauſe of God, as one who intended to cut off the root 
of the Arian hereſy , which budded forth in France, couragioufly marched in 
the face of the enemy , and with ſo much ſpeed preuented him, that he rather 
ſeemed to haue the conduct of an army of cagles them ſoldiers. 
\. A ſecond teſtimony of the faithful loue of Headen appeared in wonders, 


which ſcrued for a prelage ofthe neer approaching victory. The one = 
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at the King according to his cultomary piety,hauing appointed ſome men 
purpoſe to otter vp his vowes at the feet of S, Martin, they entring into 
he Church to performe their deuotions , heard by good chance the Quire of 
(horiſters , who ſung out alowd this verſicle of the ſeaucnteenth Plalme: 
nunxi{t1 me Domune viriute ad bellum: ſupplantaſti inſurgentes mn me ſubtus me, Lord thou 
ul engerred me with force and valour for the warre : Thou haſt caſt vnder me al thoſe , who 
qre1a)ſed againſt me : which being related to the King he heerupon conceyued 
god ſuccetle, and ſetting forward on his way,as he entred into Portou, there 
\sſeento 1fſue ont of the Church of S. Hilary of Porttrers a great brand of fire, 
ike vato that flaming pillar which heertotore led the choſen peoplethrough 
bmany dreadtul wilaernefſes; in ſuch ſort thar it ſcemed this great S, Hilary, 
wo had heertofore been alight both for the Eaft & Welt againſt heretikes, 
alighrned {til on the top of theplace , where he had been reucrenced, a bur- 
ing Paaros,to 1lluminate the conqueſts of a Prince, who haſtned ro doe that 
vithche keene ſword , which he had formerly acted with the ſharpe dintof 
terongue, In the end comming vpon the brinke of a riuer {wolne vp,where 
it knew not how to find a foord , which much ttopped the courſe of his en- 
rprize , behold a hind rouzed with the noyle of the army , rooke the riner 
plight of the French, 1n a place where it was paſſable, and ſhewed them the 
ny,who proſpcrouſly followed. 

The King encouraged by ſo many prodigyes,cncountreth with Aluricus, 8& 
ze him batcaile very roughly , fortune holding the victory in ballance 
pour fix or ſeauen howers, vutil the French animated by the good example of , 
heir King , renewed their forces with lowd outcryes, and brake with al 
lence through the files of the Gothes, Clodoueus who had flame of a gene- 
ms vigour burning perpetually in his hart, much deſired to meet with 
ling Alacritus , when perceiuing him in the mideſt of the conflict, he ſer for- 
nd ro encounter him, The ogher already contemned by his owne Gothes for 
kuing heertofore retuled the combar,8& ſeeing his army in diſorder, became 
want in his deſpaire, and put on a reſolution, either to vanquiſh his enemy, 
nTowalh away the (taynes of his diſhonour with his bloud, He withdrew 
lnſelfe trom the maine of his Caualry , and marcheth on towards Clodoweus, 
Theſoldiers ſtood ſtil oa both parts art this great duel of two Kings, They 
ancto handy ſtroaks in the head of two armies, and charged one another 
nely,being a very long tyme bloudily bent to battel: but in the end Alaricus 
kIttne chunder , which proceding from the victorious hand of his aduerſary, 
rey him downe halfe-dead in the liſt of combar. Clodouers quickly alighted 
tom his horſe ro rid him of life ; and being about to mend ſome defe& in his 
wraſſe he was treacherouſly aſſaulted by two Gorhes : but he, hauing diſpat- 
aed his aduerſary, defended himſelfe from both theſe, & mounted vp againe 
"his horſe, whom he made to curuct in a martial manner, demeaning him- 
klfe ſo brauely in al , that he ſcemed to be as it were aflaſh of lightning ſent 
tom the hand of God , rather then a man, 

This defeat ruined the hopes of the Gother , and cur off al the deſignes of 
lreſy , which ſubſifted not but by their fauour, From thence Clodoueus mar- 
%alcouered ouer with lawrels into the Countryes of his conqueſts, with 

auch good ſucceſſe, that being before the Citty of Angouleſme, which made 
icy of reſiſtance , the wals miraculouſly fel downe , as did heertofore 
ole of Terucho , he hauing by the aduice of Apronize his Chaplayne, cauſed 
- holy relikes to be lifted vp , whereunto he dedicated a ſingular deuo= 
0n, 

What need we heer make mention of the aduentures which he had with 
tKings Chararic, and Raguachairu , whom he defeated as it were without 
owes? This man went cuery-where as confidently as one , who ſeemed to 
ure a Guard of celeſtial Verrues by his fide: has hayds were fatal to purge = 

cart 
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earth from many infidel Princes, that infe&ed it with hereſy , tyrannies and 
ſacriledges. Who can but wonder , that in ſo ſhort a time be extendeg his 
Empire from Rheine to Seine, from the river of Loyre to Roſne, and from the 
Pyrenetto the Ocean ? Who can but admire, that he was ſo feared by al the Mo. 
narchs of his Age, as the Grecians, who haue written atter that tine vnder the 


PE yamuoy dexy- Litle of King, intended for the more excellency, to ſpeake only of the King of 


| 

France? Who wil not highly eſteeme his great authority , in that he firſt of x | 
ſtampr golden coyne, which the Emperours had alwayes torborne through Ws 
extreme icalouſy , cauſing the markes of his faith to be impreſſed on this My 
money? And who can ſufhciently merucile,that hauing at his death leftlour 
ſonnes to ſucceed him, he hath beſides been followed by ſeauen ang hity 
Kings, who conſtantly reudring themſelues imitatours of his beliete, haue 
likewiſe ſhared with him 1n his ftelicity? 

1 demand of you whether one muſt not become blind, deafe , and dumb 
not to ſee, vnderſtand, nor declare , that al the happines and proſperny of 
France is inſcparably tied tothe piety of our Anceſtours, lince the hand of 
God thundring & lightning at the ſame time vpon ſo great a number of giz: 
demes of heretical Kings, as of Gombaut, Godemar, Chilperic, Godegiſilns, Alariiy 
in the end on Theodorike himſelf, led Clodoweus by the hand through ſo man 
ſmoaking ruynes , ſo many ſwords, and ſuch flames, to cſtabliſh him withy 
his poſterity ina Throne, whereunto the great $S. Remigius hath promiſed an 
eternity of yeares,ſo long as it ſhould remaine cimented with the ſame faith 
and religion which firſt of al conſecrated the Lillyes to the Seruice of thei. 
uine Maieſty? 

The holy Clotilds, amongſt al theſe coqueſts of her husband lifted her inno- 
cent hands vp to Heauen, to apply the forces of the Sauiour of the world to 
his royal banners. In the end, hauing drawne him to Part, after ſo mary 
bloudy warres, and \weetned the extrauagancies of his nature a little too 
violent, propending tro exceſles of cruelty , ſhe cauſed him ro taſt inhis 
repoſe deuotion & iuſtice, in ſuch ſort, that hauing cloſed vp his eyeSin the 
exerciſes of piety, ſhe enterred him with a moſt honorable repuration. There 
is yet to be found an old Calendar of the Church of $S. Genowefue , which Mitt. Go 


Depoſitio magni Re- 1th mention of the day of his death, on the ſeauenand twentieth df ile 
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| children for the eſtabliſhment of her State, & thougiF/le po 
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;, and Yyother, being arriued toan age wherein it was not poſſible any'fonger to 
d his Miraine chem , they felinto many terrible extrauagances, which transfixed 
\m the Yicharr of the mother with a thouſand ſwords of ſorrow, ' 
eMo. It hapened that Sigiſmond, the couſen-germain of Clotilds, for whom ſhe 
ler the {i procured the Kingdome of Burgundy , after the death of his wife, by: 
ing of Yyiom he had aſonne named Sigericus, ſuffered himſelterto be ſurprized with 
of a) Miiclouc of a Lady —_— in Court, whom he afterward married to the 
rough {orat bart-burning of the ſonne,, who could not endure to ſee her cloathed 
a this Myich the ſpoyles ot his mother. 

tloure MY This tepdame being drawne from ſeruitude & wantonnes to enter into 
d fiity {iebed of a King.beholding her ſelt croſſed in her loues by this Heire of the 
-. haue Miuſe,conceiued ſo much gal and rage againſt him, that ſhe prepared a moſt 
ral calumny for his ruine, accuſing him to haue a plot vpon the life of his 


dumb, Winder. 5:giſmond, who was of an eaſy nature, ſtirred vp withloue and ambi- 
rity of io, quickly bclicued this ſhameles creature: and afrer he had called this 
and of {yore yong man to dinner, vnder colour of affection, he commanded him in 
of diz. Misſlcep to be {trangled by the hands of his ſeruants. Bur the miſerable man 
eric & Wilivered.out of the gulph of his paſſion, and ſeeing himſelte defiled withan 
) many Mito black and wicked, publikly contefled his finne, and for it performed a 


wit auſtere pennance: bur God, who ordinarily blotteth out the crime nor 
krgiving che paines and ſatisfaRions due to his juſtice, depriued him of 
zpter a3d life, by the hands of his allyes, rayſing vp a ſharpe revenge , to 
weto ſuch like an eternal horrour of his iniquity. 

ſhe chiliiren of Clodoueus, who had already ſhared the Kingdome of their 
ter, were not yet ſarisfied, but deſired to aduance thE limits of their diui. 
ha,asfarre as the point of their lance might extend, Behold the cauſe why 
lower, who was the eldeſt of the legitimate, ſeeing the Kingdome of Bur 
inthis danger,entreth thereinto with great forces, and found little teſt- 
kuce; 51g1/nond being formerly conuinced by his crime, Hauing poſſeſſed 
kaſelfe of the plac2s moſt important, he tooke the miſerable King, and led 
linzway pfiſoner to Orleans, to diſpoſe of him according to his pleaſure, 
ln. Gatmer , che brother of S:g1ſmond , who had'retired ro the mountaines 
miileche French made al this notable hauoke, returned with a great power, 
kauing laine the French Garriſons made himſelfe Maſter of the Kingdome, 

mr vnderſtanding this defeat became ſo furious, that he cauſed the head 
@ his priſoner ro be cut off, with his wife and children by his ſecond ma- 
we, commanding through extremity of cruelty tothrow the body into a 
litch, which was executed. Nor content with this he reentreth into Bur 
ph boz ling with choller , with intention to recouer al to his obedience: 
ut he found himſelfe aſſaulted by the Burgundians in a battel, who ſlew himz 
ud knowing him by his long haire, they cut off his head, and fixed it on the 
vine of a lagce , toſerue for a ſad ſpeRacleto the French. 

This accident afflicted the hart of the mother, who bewayled her ſonne 
th inconſolable teares, as wel becauſe he was the firſt , whom ſhe had bred 
thalrenJer affe&ion, as for that ſhe ſeeing him dead in the purſuit of ſo 
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rithm blouly ates, was ful of anxiety in the matter of ſaluation of his ſoule, 
x thoughſſie poore Queene fortified her ſelfe as much as ſhe might againſt the vio« 
iv irhfiaFaces of ſorrow, 8 armed her ſelfe againſt other accidents which ſhe fore- 
rnace F# might grow from the euil diſpoſitions of her Children, 

his goo” Clodomer lefr three ſonnes very yong, whom the holy woman bred vp 
ſonnesFÞ her houſe , and neer her perſon, into whom the moſt excellent Maximes 
er pow al wiſedome and piety were diſtilled. Theſe little Children very wel 
ight bod, and gently trayned by the very good precepts of their grand-mother; 
much Foniſed ſomething excellent in time to come , and ſcrued as a moſt 


ry of t 


Rctlenitiue co this diſcoaſolate turtle , to ſweeten the acerbiries ſhe had 


conceiued 
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conceiued vpon the death of their father : when behold a horrible frey 
crept into the ſoules of Childeber and Clotharius her two ſonnes, which ig rey 
inal our Hiſtories , the browes whereof doe bluſh to leaue a blemiſh ofey. 
cration on the wicked exorbitancy of ambirion. 

It were much fitter tor the great men of the earth to haue gnawing yyl. 
tures, & ſharpe raſors in their encrailes, then to nouriſh ſuch a pafſion;which 
being only puffed vp with a ſmoke, violateth al it hath thercin of right 
humanity , to fatren it ſelfe with bloud, and neuer as It were openeth ir; 
eyes, but in the flames of the damned, 

Childebert and Clotharius , fonnes of the grear Clodeueus and the holy Clotiy 
deſpoyling themſclues of al reſpe&, ſweerneſſe , and humanity , conceiueg ; 
mortal iealouſly againſt rheir little nephewes, imagining their mother would 
breed them vp to their preiudice z and ſo not taking counſel of ought by 
their owne bruriſh paſſion , they reſolued tobe rid of them. The poore chil 
dren were perpetually vnder the wing of their good grandmother cl 
who could ncuer ſuffer them our of her ſight ; ſuch feare had ſhe of il habig 
which are caſily made to ſlide into the harts of children by the corruprion F 
enjl company. Theſe infamous vncles beſought their mother to lerthei 
lictle nephewes come toviſitthem, to haue thereby ſome harmles recr 
tion, promiſing to reſtore them againe ſpecdily into her hands. The hoy 
woman, who could not imagine the execrable malice,which was hatched ji 
the harts of theſe vnnatural ſonnes, conſented theſe little ones ſhould goe 
fearing leaſt rhe denial ſhe might make , would further exaſperate the ſuſp 
cion of che ſnppliaats. Yer did ſhe euen then quake for teare, & biddingthen 
farewel, kifſed them With redoubled embracements, raptures, and affe&ion; 
not being able to conteine her paſſion, nor the preſage of her vahappines, Wie 

The little innocents went to the ſlaughter with aſmiling countenance, ſu th 
children who faue walkes of recreation aud play in their heads. = 

When they hail themin their tul power, they diſpatched a meſſengertiſxian 
their morier , to beare vnto her moſt ynwelcome newes. For he was coc hibes1 
manded to ſhew her a poynard and cyzars , requiring her , ſhe would mulehor 
choice , which of theſe ſhe ſhauld iudge fitteſt for her grand: children, eitheiſſjw:! 
to paſſe them by the dint of ſword,or forcibly to shaue them and makethealffiwy! 
Moakes, 1s! 

Clorid extremely aſtoniſhed at this impudence, anſwered, as wel dead, $p 
Monkes : which ſome very inconſideratly haue interpreted , thinking tllifſttem 
anſwer procceded from an ambition ſhe had , that her grand-children migidſſued, | 
raigne : bur rhe admirable Princeſle would ſay , that we ought not to apphiitolay 
any to the ſeruice of God, but voluntaries, and that ſhe had rather (ee th wy 
children weldead, then to bchold them in a religious profeſſion by coffimi me 

itraint and force. This wretched meſſenger made to the humour of his Myhay 1 
ſters, inſtead ot ſweetning the matrer madea very harſh relatgonof his mſhwr chi 
ſage, which precipitated rhe cuil already beginning to fal into extremity, 

Clocharius polleſſed with a diabolical ſpirit, trooke Thibault the eldeſt i 
theſe children, and ſtriking him downe to the ground thruſt his ſword quit 
through his body, The little Guntharns , who was the ſecond , beſprink 
witnthe bloud of his brother, whom he ſaw diſtended on the pauemet 
graſped the knees of his vncle Childebert with lamentable out-cryes , ſayin 
O vacle ſaue my life , wherein haue I offended you ? He ſo quaked 1nalt 
parts of his body, and ſo transfixed him with his fighes , that the oth(ſi 
though he purpoſed this miſcheife, was ſeyzed with much compaſſion, 1 
prayed his brother to paſſe no further. But Clotharias enraged and more ran 
nous then a Tyger of 4rmen:a, What (ſaith he) you haue been of the Count 
and yet now hinder meinthe execution? wilrunne you both through w 
wy. ſword. Childebert amazed threw the poore victime from his knet 


{delivered him to the executioner, who in thar very place cut his throat, 

A;they were vpon theſe conteſtations, che third ſonne of Gledomer,named 
(luloaldars, WAS taken away by atreind of the tather, & ſecretly bred VPIinEce 
teſaſtical condition , wherin he arriued to ſo petfe&a ſanity , that forſa- 
tiogehe ſhadow of Diademes and Scepters, which deceiueth the credulity of 
temoſt paſſionate by its illuſions , he hath merited Altars on earth, and 2 
(rowne of glory in Heauen. For this 1s that S, Cloud which we reverence neer 
yato Pars. 

What imagination is ſufkciently powerful to figure to its ſelfe the ardent 
/ Clotill, Wiblours, which ſeyzed on the ſpirit of poore Clotilds when ſhe heard al that 
ceiued pled by the practiſe ot her vnnatural ſonnes? What might this ſoule thinke (o 
er woul( ice and purified trom the contagions of the earth ,-which apprehended the 
ght bur kaddow of the leaſts ſinnes, wW hen ſhe beheld her houſe polluted with ſo hor- 
Ire chil. Wuble ſacriledges ? Yer ſti] ſhe guided the helme of reaſonin ſorempeſtuous a 
- Cloiid, WW bore of paſſions , and in ſo-dead a night of miſery , the adorcd a ray of the 
1 habirs Mhouidence ot God , which ſhe conſidered in the depth of her ſorrowes : ſhe 
Miccſelfe no whit aftrighted, tooke vp the mangled bodyes of theſe innocent 
ceatures , and gathered together the ſcattered members as wel as ſhe could, 
lying: Poore Children, T bewaale not your death , although it cannot be too much bemoaned, 
Imare dead like little Abels , like liutle Innocents, forſaking the earth profaned with the 
gnes of your vncles , to haſten topoſſr ſe a place in Heauen , you baue out-runne me , toliue 
knafrer us the boſome of your grand- father. But L ſorrow for m Cains,& theſe Herods, 
pho rreacherouſly. haue murdered you, and who whereſoeuer they are , | aſſure my ſelfe doe 
WJ pmncers and cxecutioners inthe harts, They ought at leaſt ro beare reſpett to the ashes of 
ten father: They ought to hue compaſi10n of the renderneſſe of your bodyes : They ought ſom- 
nit to regard my age, andthe care I haue had to breed them, ſince the death of the King: And. 
ud they concluded vpon this maſſacre when they too ke you from my houſe , they Should baue 
cated you in my armes; | at rhe leaſt had cloſed vp'your dying eyes with my fingers,1 bad wi 
Mawes the bloud from your faces ,1 had encouraged you ro death , I had receined your laſt 
hberin my boſome., Alas , my pretty creatures! little did I thinks the kiſſes 1 gaue you at your 

ware were tobe the Laſt [ should affoord m your life, Pure and innocent ſoules,deparied 
juxcheſe bodye 5113 4n age, wherin you were ignorant of ſinnes , which nexer approached your 
twpledges, much leſſe defiled your bodies ! Behold from thoſe Palaces of ſtarres and light your 
ited mother, whom God hath as yes left on earth to giue burial to your bodyes, 
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| dead,Þ Speaking this ſhe cauſed them to be carried away , that She might beſtow 

king tlie in the romb of their grand-father, where being her ſelte perſonally arri- 

en mightued , nature cuicted a huge tide of teares from her conſtancy, and cauſed her 

: to apphiſſtoſay: | 

r (ce fl My moſt honoured Lord and busband,who ſo cordially loued me in this liſe,wil you not opens 
by couffimo me your ſacred tomb to entertane me neer you? Bebold heer your grand-children , which 


{ his MaJWiring vnro you, lirele bloſſomes cut of 1 the tendernefſe of therr age by the bands of their vncles 
f 1s mir children and mine, Moſt deare busband , I account you thrice happy to haue been tranſ= 
:mity, Wntedinto the ocher world before you ſaw theſe lamentable tragedies, Were there nought but 
eldeſt off reſpet towards you , it ought to haue reſtrayned chem. But my ſinnes aloneaue deſerued 
ord qui deſolate old age , to which God hath reſerued me to make tryal of the moſt ſeuſtble delours 


(prinkiyh bmight euer falinto my imagination.I wil endure them as long 4s it 5hal pleaſe the diuine 
aucmenmilence , who wil draw this ſatisfation from my ſinnes , and I with ſorrow wil waſt my 

; , Cay, that bath almoſt nothing left but the barke, toplace it in short time with yours, 

| 1n al0Y The holy woman daily powred her ſelte out in teares neerto this ſepul- - 
he othher remayning there day andnight, as if she had been ſome Shadow of the 
ion, Uſtad; but in the end todiuert her ſelfe from this imagination , which was too 


Wofafflition , and that She mightthe more freely enioy God, She relolued 
dly to leaue the Court , and to paſſe the reſt of her dayes inthe Citty of 


7s, neer to the ſepulcher of $. Martin. 
Dd There 
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There it was where ſhe began to lead alife wholy celeſtial , as one who 


ſeemed to haue nothing to doe with the bodies and conuerſation of the li. 


uing. - 
It is truc,that great proſperities doe hot eaſily corrupt ſoules, which have 
taken a good temper in the teare of God; yet notwithſtanding they woung 
and 1n ſome ſort change them, A little bee ſomerymes goeth ſo long ypon her 
honey, that by much walking there, ſhe entangleth her wings: Soa ſoule,yez 
one of thoſe which are the moſt deuout, being continually ſoothed by alon 

ſequele of good ſucceſſes of the affaires of the world, taketh ſome ſmal fight 
out of it-ſelfe , aud ſecketh recreation in a ſmiling and delicate ayre, which 
affoordeth it nothing but obiects of delight : but ſo ſoone as aduerlity bath 
giuen its blow, it reentreth into it-ſelfe, it foldeth ir- ſelfe within It-ſelfe; ie 
taſteth it-ſelfe ; it knoweth it-ſelfe; it findeth God in the bottome of its hart 
afflicted and perplexed with the reuolutions ot the world ; it rayſeth it-ſelfe 
abouec the wayes of the moone and the trackes of the ſunne to that goog] 

temple of Eternity, where ſpirits liue deſpoiled from theſe maſles of fleſh ang 
bones, which we drag along with vs inthis morral lite. 

This is the way which the wiſe Clotilda tooke (o ſoone as ſhe was alienate 
from the Court, and diſintangled from affaires, which ſhe neuer had vſed bye 
for obligation of conſcience; ſhe entred intoa {weet retirement, where itſee. 
med ynto her that nature had not diſplayed the mountaynes and valleys the 
forreſts and riucrs , but to make her atheater of the workes of God, Shere. 
liſhed this retreat, as manna from Paradice, and taſted this deep ſileuce with 
incredible delight, after ſo many confuſed clamours of the embroylments of 
Court. It ſeemed vnto her that ſhe then ſpake to God faceto face; and that ſhe 
ſaw althe pride of the earth much lower then her feet, Her ſoule was whitned 
with her teares, was purified in her deſires, and vapoured out al into God axit 
were, through the Jimbeck of her ardent charity. 

The holy Lady , who had heertofore loued to behold her ſclfe ſhineinthe 
Maieſty of ſumpruous attyre , to render her ſelfe the more acceptable toher 
husband, more illuſtrious inthe eyes of her people, was clothed fo modeſtly, 
that her hiſtory telleth,ſhe was ſeen to be couered with courſe cloth, She who 
heertofore was altogether ſparkling with pretious ſtones, appeared now in 
the liuerie of penance. She who had endeauoured temperately to entertaine 
a mortal beauty for the contentment of her deare husband, was wholy waſted 
with mortifications of the fleſh.She who after ſo many vicories of one ofthe 
moſt valianteſt hasbands that euer was, had been led along triumphant inthe 
charriot of glory , conuerſed now with widdowes and orphanes , goingasir 
were perpetually on foot, were it not that the weakeneſfle of her body dil- 
penſed with her therin, by the counſel of thoſe , who vndertooke the careof 
her health. Sie , who had ſeenal the ſeruices of a great Monarchy at her teet, 
was then continually proſtrate at the feet of the poore ; whom ſhe ſerued as 
the living Images of God.She who had take ſome care to mannage reuenewes 
as the finewes of State , deſpoiled her ſelte as it were from things moſt nece|- 
ſary for life , to ſuccour the neceſlityes of the people. She who had delighted 
to build goodly Palaces , had not any affection , but for Monaſteries and 
Churches , which $he cauſed to be ereed cuery-where , with ſo much libe- 
rality as her meanes would permir, This diuine woman was as the woone in 
ecclypſe, which appeareth wholy darke on the ſide towards the carth, but fal- 
leth not to be moſt radiant on that part wherewith ſhe looketh towards Het 
uen. So thoſe who beheld this Princefſe with carnaleyes inſucha State , ſaid 
ſhe was ecclypſed ; but God , who in this retirement darted on her rayes of 
glory through the cloud of the body, cauſed her to ſee with eyes of Angels,4s 
a (oul wholy inueſted withthe ſunne of 1uſtice, will 
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As ſhe was inthe ſweetnes of this repoſe, newes came vnto her very haſtily, 
hat (he. muſt rerurne-to Court to appeaſe the diſcord between her chiliren, 
vho were ready to encounter one another, and to embroyle the Kingdome in 
thedelperate deſolations of Ciuil warre. 

The good woman did not as thole, who hold retirement from the vanities 
ofthe world as a puniſhment , nor encrare with themſclues , vnles neceſlity 
makethem take the way , which they cannot ele& by reaſon, $0 ſoone as ſhe 
\nderſto0d theſe importunities, which called her back to the affaires of the 
world, ſhe haſtned to proſtrate her ſelfe at the ſepulcher of s. Martin, ſhedding 
forth bitter teares, andſaying: My God, you know my hart , and thatit is neuther for 
feare of paine , nor want of courage , tbat I rettred jrom the Court of my chularen ; but that 
ſuing therr deportments and affarres in ſuch 4 condition , that 1 could not thinke my ſelfe any 
yajes able to profic them by my counſels, 1 made choice of the meanes which 1 thought moſt 
ykely 70 help them, which are prayers. And behold me heer now bumbled at the tumb of one of 

qur great ſeruants , to beg of you by his merits aud ashes, to pactſ) the differences of theſe vn- 

tnare children , and to behold with the eye of your ariuſtomed mercies this poore people &- 
Kingdom of France , to whuh you baue conſigned and giuen ſomany pledges of your faithful 
hue, My God, if you thinks my preſence. may ſerue to ſweeten the sharpneſſe of theſe ſpirits , T 
wilneicher haue conſideration of my age ner health; but shal ſacrifice my ſelſe in this voyage ſor 
tepublike : bur if 1 may be of no other vſe , but toſtand as an vnprofitable burden , 4s 1 with 
much reaſon perſuade my ſelſe \, 1 coniure you for your ovpne goodnes ſake ro receiue my bumble 
rajers, 4nd accommodate their aff aires;and euer to preſerue ynto me the honour which 1haue 
to ſerue you 11 thy retirement, 

A molt miraculous thing : it is obſerued thar at the ſame time when the 
boly woman prayed at the tomb, the Armes of the brothers now ready to en= 
counter to powre forth a deluge of. bloud , ſuddenly. ſtopped; and theſe two 
Kings not knowing by what ſpirit they were moued, murually ſent to each 
other an Embaſſage ot peace, which was concluded in the place, to the admi- 
ntionand contentment of the whole world. This much confirmed Clonlda in 
her holy reſolution , wherin ſhe lhued to-greatdecrepitnes of age. Andinthe 
end,hauing had reuclation of the day. of her death,ſhe ſent for her two ſonnes, 
Chidzberr, and Clotharius, wherot this,who was the moſt harſh, was in ſome ſort 
become humble , hauing vndexgone certaine-penances appointed him by 
Pope 4gaperus, to expiate many exorbitances which he had committed; for 
ſuchis the moſt common opitiion, Theſe two Kings being come , the mother 
ſpakero them in theſe rearmes: I was as it were reſotued to paſſe out of the world wit h= 
at ſeeing you, not for the batred of your perſons, which caunot ſal into a ſoule ſuch a4 mine, 
but for the horrour of your deportments,that cannot be iuſtified but by repentance.God knowes, 
| baving beheld you ſo many times to abandon the reſpect you owe to my age, and the authority 
which nature g.4ue m2 oxer your breeding , neuer huue endeunoured to put off the hart of a mo- 
ther towards you , which I yet reteyne vpon the brinke of my tomb, 1 begged you of God before 
jw birth with de(fres which then ſeemed vnto me reaſonable , but wbub perhaps were too 
hement,and if euer mother were paſionate un the loue of her children, I moſt ſenſibly ſelt thoſe 
ſings, gealding my ſoule as a prey to al cares , and my body to trauels to breed and bring youvp 
wb panes, which are not ſo ordinary with Queen-Mothbers. 

l expected ſrom your nature ſome correſpoudence to my charitable affedtions, whenyou 
#oald arrive to the age of diſcretion. 1 imagined after the death of your father-, my moſt ho- 
wrtd Lord, that my age which began to decline , shoald find ſome com fort in your piety, But 
Ju baue done that which 1 wil paſſe vader ſilence: For it ſeemed to me your ſpirits haue 4 much 
Wirrour of it 4s mine, which yet bleedeth at it , nor doe 1 &now when time wil ftanch the bloud 
F« wound (0 hydeows, | | | 

Out als , my children 1 you perſwaded your ſelues it was a goodly matter to vnpeople the 
Wl, £9 enl.cyge your power, and to violate nature, toeftablish your thrones with the blond of 

Jew 4,5; which is 4 moſt execrable frenzy: For I proteſt at this —— ] goe to render 
*» S$2AY S . Wy: 2 <> 4 
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an account of myne attions before the lming God, that 1 sb-uld rather wb to haue brought 
You into the world to be the vaſſals of Peaſants , then to ſee the Scepter 11 Jour hangs , if {er. 
wed you tone other vſe, but to autberize your crmmes. Bliud 46 You are , who bebold not that the 
diamonss of a Royal Crowne, ſ veat with borrour vpon @ bead poiſoned with ambition, Whe 


Jourhal arriue to that perted wberin] am now, what wil tt help you to baue worne purgl, if 


bavirg d:filed-it with your o*dures, you muſt make an exchange with a babit of flames which 
Shal no more weare out theneteruny? 

Returne, my children, tothe fare Way you haue forſa ken : you might baue ſeen by what 
pathes the prouidence of God led the King your father to the throne of bis Monarchy: you might 


| bauealſo obſerucd the diſafiers of Kings our neer 4.lyes. for that they Wandred from tru, prety, 


That little shaddow which you yet retaine of boly Religion , bath ſuſpended the hang of Gul, 
and withheld the fatal blow , whisb be would otherwiſe baue let fal vpon your ſlate, If yu 
perſiſt in exil, you wil pronoke bu inftice by the contempt of bis mercy, Aboue al, be vnited wy 
4 band of conſtant peace: for by diuiding your barts, you diſunite your Kingdomes ; and defning 
to build vp your fortunes by your diſſentions, you wil make deſolare your bouſes, Doe taftice th 
Jour poore people , who lined vnder the raigne of your ſather with ſo much tranquility , and 
which your diviſions baue now conered al oner with acerbities. 1s it not time to forget what 
paſt, and to begin to liue then , when you muſt begin to dye ? My children , 1 give you the lf 
farewel, and pray you ro remember my poore ſoule,and to loage my body in the ſepulcber of the 
King your father, as 1 haue eucr defired. 

The Saint ſpeaking this, ſaw that theſe children , who had before beenſy 
obdurate,were wholy difſolucd into teares,and kneeling about her bed kiſſed 
her hands, hauing their ſpeach ſo interrupted with ſobs,they could not anſwer 
one word, Thereupon she drew the currayne ouer al worldly affayres tobe 
only entertayned with God. And her malady dayly increaſing,she pronounced 
alowd the profeſſion of the Catholike faith, wherin ſhe dyed. Then required 
the Sacraments of the Euchariſt aud Extreme Vn&ion , which were acmini. 
ſired ynco her, and by her recciued with infinite deuotion. From thence for. 
ward ſhe for ſometime only liucd on extaſies of her ſoule , turning that little 
breath which remayned on her lips to the prayſes of God: and in the end ren. 
cred vp her happy Ghoſt, the third day of Iune,on the firſt houre of the night, 
pronouncing in the inſtant of death theſe words : Ad te Domine leuawi animam 
meam ; Deus mens in te confido non erubeſcam. 

The Hiſtory telleth, that rhe chamber where ſhe dyed at the inſtant, when 


her ſoule departed out of her body , appeared very lightſome , and that her 


ſacred members yealded forth a moſt {weet ſauour, which left to al there pre. 
ſent a great eſtimation of her ſanity. Her body was enterred , as ſhe deſired, 
at the feet of $, Gewovefue : for ſhe was ſo humble, that ſhe accounted her ſelfe 
moſt happy, to ſubmir her diademe to the aſhes of a poore ſhepheardeſſe, Her 
memory hath been ſo honourable tnroughout al France , that ſheis yet reue- 
renced vnder the name of $S. Clothe , which-is the vulgar word. 

O woman, truly worthy to beare a Crowne of ſtarrs! gold, filuer,andpre- 
cious ſtones are too baſe for you. If ſtatues ſhould be erected ſuteable to your 
deſert, Diamonds, Emeralds, and Topaſes, which have been employed onthe 
pourtrairs of the Queenes of &gypr, would be of roo meane a value 1n reſpeR 
of your prayſes. 

Oh Queenes, oh Princeſſes , nay oh Ladyes, and Gentle-women, why doe 
not you at the leaſt in your houſes , that which ſhe performed in an ample 
Kingdome ? Whart a glory? what anEmpire? and what a triumph, to iſſue trom 
the houſe of a King of Burgundy, as an innocent lamb, a poore orphan, married 
for deſpight, and to enter into a Court ful of Idolatries , which ſeemedthena 
forreſt of raucnous beaſts, yer knew ſo wel how to charme them with inuin- 
Cible (pels of her piety, as to conuert a King warlike, haughty, a Pagan, andin 
conuerting him ro change the whole face of a great Monarchy? 
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we oweto this holy Queen, O France, France, my deare Country! how att thou 
hound to her memvury , co her name, co her. vertuc , and how much onghte(t 
thou ro preſerue the precious treaſure of faith , which ſhe hath ſo happily re- 
commended vnto thee by her example ! 

I ſpeake not at al now of the particular fauours thou haſt receiued from 
Heauen : | ſay nothing of thy flower-de-luces , of thy holy Viol ; of thy Stan- 
lard , of thy cure of the Kings Euil , and other ſuch like, I only mention that 
which chou mayſt boaſt betore the face of al Nations, nor euer ſhalt thou 


looſe rhe glory which S. Gregory the Great , an incomparable man, who flou- Greg. ep. 6, lib, 5, 
iſhed aboue a thouſand yeares ſince, gaue thee in his books, when he called 9u# c|t :06, 


thee, the lamp of the whole world, and ſaith thy Monarches as much ſurpaſs 
{ed al other ſoueraigne Princes, as Kings tranſcend the people. 
I pronounce That, which thou maylt publiſh asa priuiledge very extraor- 


wardengrauen vpon the Altar of s, Sophia,in the prime Church of Conſtantinople, 49. 
by which he expreſſely forbad al his poſterity , to make any alliances or ma- 
rages with forrayners whereſocter vnder Heauen, except the French Nation: 
sifrhis Religious Monarch had foreſeen tharthey were the Kings of France 
who ſhould ſecond him in the zeale he bare to the ſupport of the Church, See 
ad conſider the fauours God hath done thee heerin, Behold thy neighbours, 
behold che powers and foueraignties of the earth, behold the Empires and 
Kingdomes: where is it, that one alone may be found from the memory of 
men, which hath receiued Catholike Religion with more fauour , which harh 
&fended it with more courage, which hathpreſerued it with more conſtancy? 
behold che Roman Empire, and thou ſhalt ſeepreſently after Conſtantine his Son 
vesto be Heretikes, and his ſonne-in-law an Apoſtata, Behold 1caly, and thou 
bale ſee it ſheltred vnder the protection of thy Kings. Behold Spaine , and thou 
ſhaltſee it oucrrunne with Gorbes, Vandals, and Saraxens, and the Scepterin the 
bands of 4rian Kings, Bchold England, and thou ſhalr fee,that it did not ſeriouſly 
rceiue che faith, til ſix hundred yeares were fully expired after the publica- 
tion of the Ghoſpel, Poland accounteth but ſix hundred and two & fifty yeares 
luceic was Chriſtian : Muſcouia 11x hundred and two-and twenty, "Thou (0 
hae) alone art it,to whom leſs Chriſt being inthe agony of his Jolorous paſe 
hon, when he recommended his mothertos, lohn, and his ſoule to his father, 

dlgned, an4 miraculouſly deputed a Paſtour, to wit the glorious S. Den, 

who receiued the firſt rayes of the knowledge of God in this ecclypſe, which 

happened ar the death of our Sauiour , to diffuſe his diuine lights afterward 

with his bloud vpon the mountaynes, where thy Virgins docas yet lead a life 

wholy Angelical, 

O France , wherefore haſt thou enlightned al the parts of the world with 
thy conqueſts ? Wherefore thy Kings hauing communicated themſclues with 
ſomuch ſweetneſſe and facility,haue they augmented their Maieſty by fami. 
larity with the people, which vſually difſoluethic? Why haue they appeared 
$8Amathiſts, which ſhine ſo much the more, as they are often worne ? Why 
haſt thou been a Seminary of al great ſpirits? Why halt thou inal times held 
predominance 1n learning and ſciences, like vnto the Alrar of the ſunne , from 
whence light is borrowed to illuminate al other laps? Why doſt thou aſtoniſh 
Uhiſtories with the continuice of thy Monarchy,to which there isnoneto be 
foond comparable in the world ? Why hath God ſo many times enriched thee 
by thy loſſes, canobled thee by thy diſalters,rayfed thee by thy ruines & preci- 
ſicies, ant antes FEI. qz Cadendo, 

Ne caderes? 
|$itnot for hauingpreſerued this precious 1ewel of Clotilda,this faith,this Re. 
gion, which ſhe hath conſigned to thy Kings, and to thy people? Oh blind,if 
thou knoweſt it not ! Oh inſcaſible , if thou negleceſt ir ! Oh infortunare, 
| Dd ; itchou 


Baton. tom, 10, 


- anno Chriſti. 960 
dinary , that Conſtantme the Great made heretofore a decree, which was after- Conſtant, Otaui 
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ifthou looſeſt it ! Goe yet, and (cethe aſhes of this good Princefſe, which ye 
in thy capital Citty, aibes worthy to be kifled of Queens, hoaoured by Kings 
and reuerenced by al people, | 
So long as there {hal be Sacrifices and Altars;, Angels and men , the name 
of holy Clorilda ſhal liue, and ſpreacit-ſelte with a ſweet odour through althe 
Prouinces of Chriſtendome; and my pen, which taketh its flight much turther 
then my deſigne intended, ſhal be the meſſenger of her greataes, with ſo much 
the more fidelity, as it hath confidence in her protection, 
I wilalſo to Crowne this wor ke, repreſent vnto youa Lady, iſſued-of her 
bloud, a grand-child of ene of her ſonnes, who hath done in spaine, that which 
this in France; conucrting her husband tothe faith, and by conſequence gained 


the Nation, | : 


SECTION. A. 


I XN. DD AEAESSHD 15 
Iſſued fr.mthebloud and houſe of {lotilda, tranſporteth the 
(atholt ke faith mmto Spaine, 


A BOVT the yeare fiue hundred foureſcore and three, Ligi. 
JE du an Arrian Prince raigned in Spaine , who ſceing the houſeof 
* Franicheld ſupereminency amongſt al the Kingdomes ofthe 
ys world, ſought the alliance therof ; and obteyned for wifety 
his eldeſt ſonne , called Hermingudus , the daughter of Siyebe, 
grand-childof Clorilda, namedin Hiſtory Indegonds, 

She was one of the moſt accompliſhed Princeſſes of that age, in whom 
beauty, grace, and vertue, made together an admirable harmony, to purchak 
her tbe-barts of al the world, Euery one lamented that this bright day-breake 
which began to enlighten France with its rayes,went at her riſing into aCoun. 
try, where the ſunne ſetteth, and that ſo many ſingular perfeions were ſeps- 
rated from that Kingdome which had ginenthem birth. The good virgin,who 
had no otber obie& , but the obedience ſhe ought to render thoſe to whom 
nature had ſubie&ed her, went wel pleaſed, beſides was ſomething ſatisfied 
with theritle of a Queen , which ſhe might 1uſtly one day expect. Butlirtle 
knew ſhe the combats and difhculties that waited on her in tie ſame place, 
where ſhe hoped to gather nothing elſe but flowers. zl 

I 6oc riot thinke hel can euer produce a miſchiefe like vnto hereſy : which 
wholy peruerting good affaires, inſtantly haſtneth to drench al the'content- 
ments of this:innocent ſoule in adeluge of teares. Alas, a million of tortures 
wel deſerue to be employed vpon the criminal ſoules of thoſe, who werethe 
firſt authours of this monſter, For it in al Ages hath diſturbed Stares of Prin- 
ces, ruined ſo much generous Nobility , and ſowed diuiſion among the molt 
ſecled amityes. 


The wiſe of that rime much apprehended the ſending of this yong mayd 


Into Sparne, to mary her to an heretical Prince, to place her in a Court wholy 
jate&ed with hereſy,where no other obieRs ſhould be preſented vnto her but 
errour and vice. Behold (ſaid they ) a goodly veſſel wel rigged, wel furniſhed, 
wel guided , which hath ſayles of linnen, cordage of purple, and oaresof fib 
ucr ; but they gocaboutto cxpole it toaroughtempeſt. Behold an.exccllent 
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neadow al enamelled with the moſt delicious beauties of nature; but they 
adeauour to oppoie it to cruel northern blaſts, Behold a cryſtal wel poli- 
hed, ſ\mooth , and delicate; but they ſeeke to hazard it tothe ſtroaks of the 
omer. Behold a ſtarue al reſplendent with gold, and precious ſtones ; bur 
they trample it vnder-toor. What wil a child be able to doe amongſt ſo much 
malice? An age ſo tender among(t ſo many heads growne hoary in linne? A 
neat ſimplicity amongf ſo many ſnares ? A mayd which hath norecom- 
nendation but chaſtity and obedience,amongſt ſo many wicked commands? 
Joe we thinke thar a father-in-law, a husband , a mother-in-law , wil haue 
j0-power ouer her ſpirit ? That pleaſures wil not allure her ? That the 
onity of aKingdome wil not moue her ? Thatthe luſtre of a diademe wil 
ot dazel hereyes , and force preuaile vpon her? If that ſhould be given her 
which ſhe deferueth, it were fit toaftoord/her al but the power toruine her 
klfe. 

Others ſaid very temperately,that we muſt not belicue that by gayning a 
lingdome ſhe ſhould looſe Religion : that ſhe was of bloud fo illuſtrious ir 
received no blemish; that she wonld rather dye then dishonour her birth; 
tarshe would endure al the torments of Martyrs, rather then betray her 
fuch, And that if needs $he minſt make $hipwracke of al her fortunes, that 
telaſt planke. $he would imbrace Should be a good conſcience: that She 
gould be aſſiſted. by a good counſel, that would neuer forſake her : that 
there were as yet in Spare very.many Catholikes', whoſe teares She would 
wpeaway , and ſweeten theiracerbiries.; That her husband, a yong Prince, 
x2not ſo obdurate, but that She might hope one day to 10ine him to the 
(aholike fairh : Women are infinitly powerful, when they once haue gai- 
rdthe harr of a man, Inthe-end, that She muſt refle&on the example of her 
nand.-morher ,who had conuerted her husband with al his Court; and if then 
wldznd timerous- conſiderations had been vſed vpon this marriage , France 
nighr ti] haue been Pagan. It the mother ouercame an Idolater, the daughter 
ny wel preuayle onan Arian. 

Yer they, which ſpake thus, iudged not-the conuerſion of heretikesto be 
mch. more difficult then that- of Pagans, as wel tor the-intollerable pride 
wich ordinarily poſſeſſeth their ſpirits, as for acerteine maledi&ion, which 
kemeth to be tyed to thoſe who voluntarily withdraw themſclues from the 
lpht, and Shake off the yoake of lawtul powers. 

Yet notwithſtanding conſiderations of.State tranſported her, and Inde- 
pads would take her fortune, promiſing her felfe ſo much aſſiſtance of God, 
thatnot only She Should ſtand firme in the piety of her Anceſtours, bur that 
fit were poſſible, she would ſaue her busband: ſuppoſing to her ſelfe he 
_ of marble nor iron, not to be mollified with the attractiues of 

exe, 

The couragious mayd was waited on into Spayne by a — condu& 
#heach Nobility , where She was receiued with very great applauſes,for the 
tpatation which the name of France: had acquired in the opinion of al 
The King Leigildus her father-in-law, was married vpon ſecond Nuptials 
an 47ian wife ,named Goigintbs,, who was as deformedof body as of mind: 
withſtanding, She had: charmed the hart of this old man, by I know not 
mhatkind of fleights, that $he held-predominance vponaffaires , and bent as 
were al his wils at her pleaſure, $70125 & ; 

She She edn the beginning an extraordinary affe&ion to this marriage, 
ud: went in perſon to the Princeſſe, giuing her {uch-fatre entertatnement, 
ttitſcemet! she went aboutto ouer-whelme her with courteſyes. 

Yet was it to behold night and; Aurora in one and the. ſame Chariot, to ſee 


tele two Princeſſes rogcther. For Goiztaths, beſides other deformiries HO 
1 perſon, 
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perſon, was become blind of one eye: and Indegondu laying aſyde ſo many 
excellent parts, which ſhe had from nature, appeared on that day in her 


attyres, like vnto thoſe Goddeſſes which the Poers and Painters forme gc. 4 


cording to the moſt aduantagious idzaes of their ſpirits, 


Hermingildus her husband beholding her ſo accompliſhed , eaſily Felt the Miyi 
glances ſhot from her eyes, wererayes from her, but arrowes for his han, 


from whence he could receiue nought but honourable wounds, Neyer an 


man bound himſelfe to a creature of the world with a loue ſo forcible, - 


honeſt,and ſo innocent, as did this Prince to this admirable virgin. From the 
firſt arrival, and firſt glance of the eye, he felt his ſoule tranſported with 


ſwect violence, and ir ſeemed vnto him this ſtranger came to negotiate wit Mi 


him a loue, much different from that of fleſh and bloud. 

It is a poſition, which hath been ſufficiently argued by ancient Sage 
touching the encounter of amities , which are ſo diuerſely applyed tg 
obic&s; ſometimes by ordinary wayes, as by a manifeſt refle&ion of beauty 


and goodneſle; ſomerimes alſo by paſſages altogether extraordinary,inſuch | 
ſort that it is very hard todinine from whence the knot groweth, which, 
ryeth two perſons who ncuer haue ſeen one another, ſo ſuddainly , thatiris Why 


done inan inſtant,and ſo inſeparably , that it laſteth euen to the tombe. Some 
haue ſaid it proceedeth from ſecret influences of the ſame ſtarres, whichpre. 
dominate at their births ; a matter, which they verily haue much adoer, 


make good. Others haue thought itisa worke of fortune, and that loueiſ1 
were ſhuffled together like cardes,;to marry ſomtimes a Queene toa groome, h; 
Others haue refered it to complexions of the body , and to reſemblance, ſhi: 
which vſeth to be the mother of affe&ions,a thing very probable. Otherstof 


the qualities of humours, which is dayly ſufficiently tound. 
Bur beſides this there is a certaine ſecret touch , as ig the adamant, not to 
vs throughly knowne, which readily ſtriketh it's blow , and ſpeakething 


dumbe language in the botrome of harts. For my part | ſhould thinke thatin 


this loue which Hermingildus bare to Indegondss , there ſhould be ſome very par- 
ticular paſſage of the prouidence. of God, who was pleaſed conſtantly to 


then h 


bind his hart to her, whom he intended to make vſe of for his conuerfion, her $1 


——_— F Wy"o8 
—— 


SECTION. XL 


The Perſecutions of Indegondis, 


EVER Nuptials were more ful of content, nor amitiesþ 


+ more faithful; nor beginning more proſperous , the 


{1c were theſe : But there is cuer in humane things ſome mubſ 


mw chiefe, which ſticketh on the moſt ſmiling felicities , av 
' neuer giueth wine but witha mixture of dregs. | 
I know not what kind of phantaſy poſſeſſed ti 


wicked ſtepmother Goixinths, but ſhe became icalous "N 


> = the chaſt contentments of her ſonne-in-law,altogether 
it were beſotted of this admirable Princeſſe , whom he could nor enduis 


out of his fight. She:obſerued their conuerſation , their diſcourſes , cn 
pleaſures, and ever put her ſelfe athwart theirdefignes, beconfling as trop 
bleſome ,as if ſhe had becn one of thoſe maligne ſpirits which vſe to obſcl | 


men. 
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many I / todegondis , although ſhe paſſionately loued her hasband, durſt notrefuſe 
/ in her Wie farrering entertainments of this ſtep-mother, nor ſhew that ſhe diſta- 
ne ac. Medthe company of her ſexe , to ſeeke after a man : bur the Prince extremely 
gined heerat , and could not difiemble the icalouſy of his ſtep-mother, 
felt the Wijing, (he ought to be contenred with the credit ſhe had in affaires, notto 
Ss har Miifo narrowly into his marriage, and by her importunities rake from him 
uer ay +deareſt ſpouſe. The other let him vaderſtand, this fgequent conuerſation 
ible {6 Mylamity offered her, tended to no other end, but to conuert herto her Reli- 
rom the Myon, thereby to render her the more obſcquiousto his wil. And veril y the 
with 2 Myc witnefſed this deſigne was deeply engrauen in her hart : For ſhe neither 
te with Mizred cndeauour nor ſubrtile practize to ſeduce this innocent Princeſle, firlt 
ging warre againſt her in the ſhapeof a Dragon, afterward of a Lyon. 
Sages, W She told her with much cunning , that God might as wel be ſerued inone 
lyed to MWizlgion as in another : That we ought ro accommodare our ſclues to the 
beaury Wikce, where Fortune hath ranked vs: Thatit was the Chicfelt policy of in 
in ſuch Whliagdome to ſatisfy che wil and inclinations of the King : That ſhe was 
, Which Wye come into Sp4yne ro gine Law, but example of obedience: That her hus- 
hat itis Mud never could fairchfully loue her, whileſt ſhe enterrayned any other (ſenſe, 
e,Some Maher lawes, and other Sacraments,then himſclfe : That nener could ſhe be a 
ichpre-Mhceen of people , if ſhe embraced not the faith of the people ouer whom 
adoeroMicwas to command : That it was a folly ro feare the reproaches of France, 
it loves Whiere the wiſeſt would cuer thinke ſhe had done diſcreetly to ſubmit to the 
roome, Mines : That it the ſame faults are pardonable in thoſe, whoinerring autho- 
blance, MWicthemſelues with a multitude of great complices,no man could argue her 
cherstoWully of a vericy, which She had coterrayned with a whole Kingdome. *' - * 
The wicked woman ceaſed not to affli& the innocent eares of this yong 
t,not to Mirinceſſe with ſuch like words; but She who had nor heerin a pliant and 
ccth in2Wralling ſpirit, proteſted thar if She perſiſted ro maintayne theſe diſcourſes, 
e thatinWiwould enforce her ro forſake her company , and that it was not needfulto 
ery pa-Whiſ ſp many ſubtilries; for ſooner should her hart be rorne our of her belly, 
antly tofltenher Religion from her ſoule. In ſaying this she went out of her cham- 
rlion, Mir,chewing vato her aneye ſweetly diſcontented,with a ſoule wel reſolued: 
with which the other offcnded, notwithſtanding difſembled her anger, ſo 
(x6 he feared to diſturb her; but quickly afterward endeauouring to make 
this breach yp againe, She tendred her a thouſand proteſtations of affection, 
kcraſed not to tyre her out with flatteries, wherat the poore Indegondis was 
uch perplexed, and could not any longer handle the matter fo as not to 
wreſſe her diſyaine, 

Notwithſtanding Goizinths , who loſt not hope to ſeduce her , attempted 
ce againe to get her to be baptized after the Aria» manner , alleadging 2 
houſand reaſons ; whereunto the Princefle anſwered very wiſely : That 5he 
\, W«(thenkes be ro God) wel Cbriſftned in the name of the Father, the Sonne , and the 
amiti® Bt Ghoft, and chat if che water of the baptiſme of the Arians bad been caſt on her head, 
S , thetBlubiurb che lowed her baire as wel as any woman of her ſort , she would cut it off , and 
me WB away the skinne, which bad been defiled with ſuch anexecration. ; ; 
1s, WY The Stepmother hearing theſe words shifted away, and ſaid al foaming 

W'ithcholler, that ſince $he would not be baptized after the Aria manner, 
(ſed tile would prepare another kind of Baptiſme for her, which ſhould waſh 
a10us "Ferfrom the head to the foot : And thereupon enraged $he put her (eife vpon 
etherVÞlprzQ1ze wholy barbarous, whichis related by S. Gregory the Great, and 
; enduBnay others, to wit ; that after she had dregged this poore Princeſle by the 
'S , (0 Bure, and tormented her cuen to the effuſion of ſome bloud , She cauſed her 
as t10"Mhe taken þy two or three of her waiting women, commanding them to 
obſcl lip her ſtarke naked, then to bind her with cords by the armes, and in this 
ure plunge her in a poole, in a very coldſeaſon of the yeare. 


ndegonds It was 
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It was 4 pittiful ſpeRacle to behold the daughter of a King thugs cruel! 
vſed in the ſame place where ſhe entred with ſo many triumphs. Theimpiqy 
Goxzintha ſtood vpon he brinke of the poole,as ſhe, who bare ſway jn = * 
torture, and commanded her wicked ſeruants to drench her in the warer 
al at once, but by little and little, that ſhe might endure the longer Mary: wet 
dome. Art euery moment the miſchiuous Queen cryed out : Sap you a ,, Wo 
Arian, 4nd you are ſafe, The holy mayd , who had notſo much apprehenſion of tz 
death, as of her nakednes, anſwered aloud : 1 am Catbohke , 4 Catbokke 1 wY | 
dye : Take away my life in this confeſiion z neither fire nor Water sbal euer have ſo mac; bus 
force vpon me , as to make me vnſay it. Sl:e was along time in this torment with Wl 6g" 

a conſtancy , which amazed this bloudy ſoule, that ſo tortured her, jn the 5 
end $he againe tooke her garments , going outof the water, as from 20 Wm 
Amphitheater of her glorious battaile. als 


SECTION KXIL yn 


The retreat of Hermingildus , and his conuerſion. S 


R | q 
SIR zz ERMINGILDVS who knew nothing of what halfſ*)* 

Ma [ paſſed, beholding her ſomewhar pale , and weakened wichM#% 

TWrH  (uch harsh viage, asked her if She felc any paine of body 
E or affliction of mind , to diſcolour her ſo more then ori. 
Z nary; bur the wiſe Princeſle replyed it was nothing, and 
E 2s that there was not any thing ſo important, as to be worthy 
SIRSFSSIP of his knowledge. 

He who wel perceiued that $he by her diſcretion diſſembled ſome great 
affront, enquired very curiouſly'of thoſe who might informe him, and ſome. Wu n 
what'to ſoonediſcoucred the cruel diſgrace, which his mother-in-law 6. 
zinthz had put vpon his wife. This tranſtixed him with a dolour fo ſenſible, Wen 
& {o enkindled him with fire and Ccholler in his hart, thar'g the feare of Got 
andthe ſweetnes of his wife had not ſcrued for a counterpoize to his paſſion, 
he had torne this wicked Queen in pieces. But the good Indegondss proftruW* 
ting her ſelf at his feer , beſought him by al that which was moſt noble i 
him, not to precipitate the marter into ſuch extremities, and preuailed {o 
wel with her natural eloquence, that he was contented: to remoue preſently}; 
from the Court , and retire to Sewil , which his father had giuen him for his! #rias 
lively hood. __ dabligh 

Then was the time, when thoſe chaſt loues, which had been croſſed bythelfi Her 
diſturbances of Goizintha, al obſtacles being ouercome , enlarged themlſelues|Þoth, 
as ariuer , which hauing broken his bankes powereth ir-ſclfe with a vi&oYich 
rious current in the wideneſſe of his channel. Hermingildus could not ſufi-ſlity 
ciently farisfy himſelfe to behold ſo many vertues inſo great a beauty : thin, 
mogetty , which $he had witnefled in this laſt diſgrace, gaue him appreher the 
fions of her piety aboue al may be faid. | tron, 

Thoſe, who feeke nothing in marriage but ſenſual pleaſure, which is morgyhiged e 
thinne then ſmoak , and muchlighter then the wind , cannot imagine howſ® of / 
much theſe faire amities , which are the daughters of vertues , nourish hol lum fr 
delights. Theſe are celeſtial fires, which are eucr in the boſome of GodJXeds y 
as in their ſphere ; It is he , who begetteth them, andbreedeth them ws hol 
| £108 
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iag not conſtrayned to deſcend vpon earth to beg a caityffe nouriſhment 
fom periſhable creatures , which promiſe ſo many wonders, and produce 
zought but wind. 

Theſe two great ſoules beheld one another with the eyes of the doue, and 
yere mutually enflamed with affeions ſo honeſt and innocent, that Angels 
yould not be aſhamed to enterreine the the like firts, fince they are thoſe of 
caricy, which 1s the eternal fornace of al ſoules the moſt purified. 

Indegondis perceiuing ſhe had already great power inthe affection of her 
tuband, and that there was no longer any ſtepmother to diflolue her de- 
jones, ſollicited him ſeriouſly for his conuerſion, and ſaid: 

gr, 1 muſt confeſſe vuto you, the bonour 1 hage received from your alliance ſeemeth not 
gnpliched , whilſt I behold between vs a wal of diuifion, which ſeparateth vs in belieſe 
al Surraments. SINCE OUT Ammities ave come to that point , as t0 enioy al in common , and that 
5 mue chings moſt different, why sbould we dinide God, who is mo(t ſimple of nature? Wy 
juld we make two Religions and two Altars, fince we now liue in ſuch manner , that we 
ue but one table, one bart, and one bed? 

peril, Syr, if 1 ſaw the leaſt ray of truth in the Sect you proſeſſe , and ſome hope of ſal- 
un, I would ſubmit chereunto the more to oblige me to your perſon , which I lone «boue al 
ngcin the world. But it is moſt vudoubted, chat you are il rettified, that you purſue fantaſy 
of-ulef 4 verity , and that dying in this State , you looſe a ſoule ſonoble , which | would pur= 
wſewith cxpence of my bloud. I boaſt not to be learned, as you Arians, who haue ſo many 
jul alleg.:210n3 of Scripture , that you make the ignorant belieue God 1s al thas which ro 
jur ſelue's you innagine. 

5jr, I for my part think the chieſe wiſedome in mattey of Religion is, not to be ſowiſe 
6/08 are, and ro Þaue 4 little more ſubmiſſion of ſpirit ; for fauth is the inheritance of the 
wnlle, and newer doth the day of God shine in 4 ſoule, which hath too much light of man.Tou 
nlſeethis bereſy of the Ar1ans is arenolred Band, which bath forſaken the bigh way , to 
yader croſſe the fields : you are not ignorant , that this Arius was 4 wicked Prieſt , ws 
ed.an bereſy for deſpight, thas he was not made Bishop; and was reiefted,, and folemnely 
wemned in 4 Counccl of three hundred and eighteen Brshops, Theſe men were wiſe enough 
jnjm, and me; | fix my ſelſe vpon their reſolutions, 1 follow the generality of the Church, 
| utere to the body of the tree, and you tye your ſelues to 4 rotten branch, I haue u0 argue 
wit more ſtrong , then the ſucceſſion of lawful Paſtours, then the conformity of the vniuerſal 
Owh, chen rhe ſucceſſion of al ages then the wiſedome , ſanttuy , and piety , which 1-ſee 
ſleudent on our fide. 

; Brfides, | come ſrom 4 Countrey where we haue ſeen al the Arian Kings our neighbours 
wid about, co haue had moſt vnbappy ends: when in the meane time my great grand-father 
ky Clodoncus, for bauing (incerely umbraced Catholik.g Religion , receined ſo many 
Wings from, Heauen , that be ſeemed to baue good bap and vittories vnder his pay, I am 


whe daughter of & Prophet, nor doe 1 vaunt to baue the ſpirit of Prophecy ; but I dare wel 


jetel,the Kingdome of Spaine 5bal not be of long cotinuance,vnles it vomit out this peſtiltce 
\ arianiſme , which lyes «bout the bart oſit : 1 would to God with expence of my life 1 might 
fublub my Religion, then sbonld 1 account my ſeiſe the moſt contented Queen of the world, 
Hermingildus knew not what to anſwer to the ſtrength of rruch and loue; 
tothe moſt powerful things in the world; only he ſaid it was a bulineſſe, 
mich wel deſerued to be pondered, and that theſe changes in perſons of his 
Qulity are ſubie& ro much cenſure , if they haue not great reaſon for cau- 
lm, The gond Princeſſe to giue him ful leaſure to aduiſe thereupon, hand- 

the matter ſo by her induſtry , that he conferred with $. Leander , who was 


itrong pillar of the Catholike fairh in Spayne. The ſage Prelat ſo wel man- 


Mged the ſpirit of this Prince, that with aſſiitance of God, and the good ofti- 


(ts of !1degondis , who moued heauen and earth for this conucrſion, he drew 


from errour. This braue courage ſo ſoone as he ſaw the ray of truth, 
leeds would he acknowledge and treely confeſle it, raking the Chriſme of 


bolikes with pompe & ſolemuity, eucuto the giaing a largeſle of golden 
| Coy nes, 
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coynes, which he purpoſely cauſed to be ftamped a little too ſuddainly, mg, 
king his owne image to be engrauen thereon , with a motto, which ſaid, nr. 
ticum bum:nem d:xita : that is to ſay , we muſt auoid an Hererike; alluding to 
his father Leuigildus. | | 

Diſputation , which concerneth the eſtate of Princes is atickliſh piece, 
where the moſt part of thoſe who ſpeake of it, vietheir owne intereſt foe 
text, and their paſſion for Commentary. Silence & peace, which arethe two 
manſions ofa good conſcience, are of much more worth, then al the que. 
ſtions which enkindle diuifions, 1 thinke the beſt doarine is that, which 
beſt knoweth how to ciment vp concord among Miters, Diademes, ang 
Crownes ; enterteyne the obedience of people towards their Soueraignes 
and if there be verities , which are the daughters of the abyſle, and ſilence 
(as thoſe Ancients ſaid ) toleauethem in the houſe of their father and mo. 
ther , where though they nought auaile , they ſhal cuer be better lodgedthen 
1n publike. 

It is not vice, but the times, which diuideth Saints, and every onethig, 
keth an affaire probable , which he hath taken vpon the byas of his owne 
vnderſtanding. S. Leander approued the ſeparation of Hermingilds in Spaine: 
S. Gregory of Towers blamed it in France. I enter not into al the confiderationg 
of them both, but I thinke this Prince tooke wayes too violent in his begin. 
nings, leuying armes againſt his father, which - were not according tothe 
counſel of his wife; and I wil haue no other Authour but himſelfe, fince he 
condemned his owne deſigne,{o {ooneas be beganto become holy. 


d SECTION KILL 


The reciprocal Letters of the father and the ſonne, 
ypon their ſeparation, 


|ERMINGILDYS, extremly incenſcd ar the affront which 
7 he-receiued in the perſon moſt deare vnto 'him in the 
9 world , and who wanted not a Nobility round about hin 

>. that enkindled the fire of choller , burſt forth in the begin- 
Z ning with violence, The Father, an old ſuſpicious man, fl 
 himſelfe much diſpleaſed with this alteration , and the ſtep- 
IT & mother ceaſed not to throw flames through her throat, and 
Cry al-arme as loud as ſhe could, totranſport affaires inſt antly vnto the Vt- 


moſt point of ſeuerity. : 
Levigildus notwithſtanding , before he would proceed to extremities 


ſought to doe ſomething by letters, which are found couched in the hiſtory: 
wherein this Prince flattereth his ſonne with faire words to ſurprize hin, 


Behold heer the copy of them : 
Sonne , 1 would willingly ſay that vnto you preſent, which 1 cannor ſufficiently expreſs 
my letters, If you baue as much confidence in me , as I yet hane loue towards you , 1 
thinke were you with me , and alienated from the euil counſels of thoſe who abuſe the ſu 
lity of your excellent nature , 1 might doe much vpon your ſpirit, both as 4 father , and 4 
King ; (o that at the leaſt if you feare my ſcepter , you would loue my charity , which (til opt 
neth it's armes to your obedience, I bane bred you vp from your tender infancy to make ji 
terre ofmy Crowne, ſince you arrined to ful age, I kane conferred ſo many benefits 01 Jt 
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hut thty haue ſurmounted your hopes , and as it were drained my liberalities, I haue put a Sce- 

into your band , to ſerue your farher-with the more authority , and not to deliucr it ouer ro 

nine anemy. 1 baue cauſed you to be ſtiled a Krng, fo become 4 ſupport to my Crowne , and not 

4 Lord ouer mine Empire, 1 haue gtuen you al , to repoſe iny old age vpon the hope of your duty, 
ad not to afflitt me. 

and yet notwithſtanding , after 1 haue done al this, beyond cuſtome, beyond your age , and 
due your merit, you pay me with impiety and ingratitude, Expect yer a little , arid the law of 
ature wil giue you that which you ſeeke by ambition, Alleage nos Religion vnro me to 1nſtify 

armes ,it hath been 4 c11me in you to take 4 Religion contrary to my commands ; and an 
mpiety in your Keligion ro ſeparate your ſelfe from my obedience. | counſel you as a freind , @rd 
qimand you 44 4 father, to render your ſelfe as ſoone as poſiibly you may at my Court, and ſes 
joy ſel fe in the way of duty; otherwiſe 1 feare you ma) implore mercy , when there wil bens 
her Kingdome found for you, but that of iuſtice. | * 

Herming [4s deliberated vpou the anſwer he was to make to theſe letters; 
bat his Counſel too feruent ſhewed him, it was now no time to retire backe; 
that he had to doe with a man imperious and turbulent, a mother-in-law irre- 
conciliable, who had no other ay me but to ruine him:and thar it he rooke not 
mes to defend his owne life, he would be chaſed away like a beait, & ſhould 
got find ſafety cucn in deſerts, Behuld the cauſe why he wrot backe inthis 
manner, 

Sir , 1 giue thanks tomy Religion, which bath already affoorded my patience enough to 
kar the sharpneſſe of your words , and which is more , reſolunon alſo not to be shaken with 
th ſexerity of your menaces. I haue eucr freely proteſted , that T am tyed vnto you with n= 
wrtal obligations , and am beſides ready preſt to acknowledge them, enen tomy laſt breath, 
wreit not that ſome now endeauour with you to render al my duties vniuſt, and my thoughts 
amwmal, Your Marefty should quickly ſee me by your ſides, if she, who wil not behold me at 
jr ſeet but 41 the quality of a delinquent, bad not pregccupated your hart and eares, to ſtop 
1 the one to charity, the other to juſtice. | 

What aſſurance £41 | haue of my life in a place , where she for whem live bath been 
bagged by the haire, and trampled vnder- foot? The wound fticketh ſo ſenſibly vpon me, that 
line ca nettber find 4 lenitiue, nor reaſon a remedy, 

4s for the change of Religion made by me, 1 goe along with the maine current of wiſdome 
& ſanitiry of the whole world,&- where | find my ſaluation maſt aſſured , 1 cannot line with 
wore authority, nor die with more hope; & +f you condemne me for it, your Maieſty sbal know, 
that a ſather requireth obedience out of the lamits of nature , when be exatterh it beyond con= 
ſcience. Sir, 1 beſecch you to adde to ſo many bencfits by you afſoorded me , the liberty of an 
buneſt repoſe, lea(t our armes may be 43 hameful for the Conquerour, as miſerable to the vane 
quihed, 

Levigildus was more exaſperated vpon theſe letters , and the wicked Step- 
mother ceaſed not to rub the ſore as much as ſhe might, Al deſignes tendedro 
watre:the father vpon the one (ide maketh great leuies of ſoldiers; the ſonne 
tortifieth Seurl and Cordoua, and drawethto his party ſome forces of the Em- 
pire, hauing ſent an honourable Embaſly to the Emperour of Conſtantinople, 
which was at that tyme Tybertus , to intreat great ſuccours. Ads of hoſtility 
were pratized both by the one and other part, and in the end Hermingildus is 

lieged in Sexil, where he made his aboad tie ſpace of twoor three yeares af« 
terhis departure from the Court. King Leaigildus , who was an old fox, endea- 
wureth the to entertaine the Catholikes with much ſweetnes,to diuert them 
from his ſonnes ſide , and gaineth by force of money many mercenaries, who 
wel diſcouered they had no other fairh , but that which their fortune would 
piue them, 
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SECTION XL 


The treaty of peace betweene Leut gildus and his (onne, 
by the mediation of 1 ndegonals, 


& HE warrewas yet like to continue very long, had it notbeenthy 
che Princeſſe, weary to behold theſe calamities that tooke begig. 
ning fro.an affront which ſhe had endeauoured to diflemble ith 
ſomuch prudence, beſoughr her husband with great tenderneſs 
| of teares torecocile himſelfeto his father. He touched at thatin. 
ſtant with aquite other ſpirit then he had hitherto felr, proſtrated himſelf 
beforethe Altar, and proteſted before God , that he abandoned al the iultice 
of his cauſe for the only conſiderations of piety , and would rather dye theq 
proſecute thoſe difſentions any further to the prejudice of charity. He wen 
out wholly changed vponthis her motion, and comming to his wite (aid ynt 
her: Madame, behold me reſolued to ſeeke out the King my father, ſince yon ſo deſire it. But] 
#nuſt needs tel you, that hauing forgotten my ſelfe in this reſolution, 1 cannot neglef you, Th 
ynwortly vſage which you baue receiued at Court , requireth you returne not thither bytiy 
rriumph, Neuer wil L admit that you vndergoe bazard by expoſing you to the mercy of « ms. 
man, which perhaps bath nane either ſor you or me, Tou know the affaires of France ara 
this time in ſo great confuſion , that you cannot hope there for any retrait to aſſwage yur 
griefs. We haue heer a Prince, the Emperour T yberius, who is our ally , in whoſe proteffun 
I aduiſe you to put your ſelſe, to paſſe into Africa, and from thence to Conſtantinople,ft 
happen that 1 be orherwiſe entreated then your hopes import. 

At theſe words the poore Indegonds; felt herſelfe ſeized with a great trem- 
bling,and wept bitterly,not being ableto anſwer one word.The Prince,ſeein 
he had proceeded too tarre in afflicting her ſo faithful hart, ſweetned Nidif 
courſe, and ſayd: Deare hart,why doe you trouble your ſelfe at my departure? I hope the of 
Jaires wil runne ut a way ſo proſperous, that in two or three dayes, we 5bal ſee one anothtn « 
Court; but that whuh 1 haue ſpoken , is ſaid , taking al accidents at the worſt , to prouide the 
better for your ſaſety. | 

They had during their aboad heer a little ſonne, which yet hung ar the 
breſt: the father raking it in his armes, ſaid: Madame,behold a moſt precious pledge of 
our marriage, which | recommend ynto you. Ler God diſpoſe of it as 5hal beft pleaſe him, but 
muſt breed it vp as a King, The mother beholding the infant redoubled her (ighes, 
and the poore Hermwgildas not knowing what would follow, felt himſelte fur- 
prized with a heauy & ſtupid dolour,which made him breake off his diſcourſe: 
yernotwithſtanding he failed not to treat with the Emperours Lieutenant, 
to put al that which was moſt deare vnto him intoſauegard. But when the fa. 
tal day of ſeparation came,theſe two harts ſo vnited felt ſuch violent conuul. 
fions of griete,as if they then had foreſeen the euents which afterward fuc- 
cecded , andthat this farewel ſhould be their laſt, 

[udegondis at her parting, cryed out: Syr,whatſoener happen , looſe nat the treaſut 
of your ſarth, My good Miftreſe, replied the Prince, aſſure your ſelfe you haue gained aſe 
ciple, who sh.al newer dishonour you: be you merry, I wil expect you at Court. | 

Alas, what is our life,& the affaires of man! That which is paſt is nothing, 
the preſent a phantaſy, and the future an abyſſe , where euen thoſe who ſtand 
on the brinke , ſee not any thing. Theſe twogreat ſoules, which it ſeemed 
were worthy to liue an Age to manure their faithful loues , and pulleile 


Empires as perpetual inheritances of their merits , goe about to be _ 
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ted for eucr with a ſeparation , which would be judged hydeous and pittiful, 
qgreit not thar the hath brought forth a Kingdome to Religion.” 

Some time after thar Indegonds was retired, Leugildus vaderſtaiiing his fonne 
iſpoſed himſelte ro ſome c6poſition,conceiued much ioy thereat:for he fea- 
eg leaſt he mig'it be enforced ro giue battaile, wherin he had perhaps found 
what a man may doe,thruſt into deſpaire. So ſoone as he ſaw ſome ouerture of 

axce, he diſparched his ſone Recaredus, who was inthe ary withi1m,t0 gayne 
jis elder brorher , wel knowing they were both of humours very conſonant. 

When the yongerentred into Hermingildus camp , and had eſpyed him, he 
topped ſuddenly , and cryed our : Oh m y brother before | imbrace , 1 deſire to k now 
plecher 1 come to 4 freind or anenemy, But the good brother without making hin 
wy ocher anſwer,ſer forward, and moſt louingly imbraced him inthe fight of 
the whole army, The other ſighing, Ab brother (ſaith he) maſt deare brother, whither 
hay 5:8 counſels of thoſe tranſported you , who deſire the rume of our bouſe * Behold your ſelſe 
beer enuironed with armies and Legions,and bebold en the other part my father,who beſtegeth 

with al bis army, Miſerable that 1 am! What shal 1 doe but makg between you both a wal 
ofwy body to hinder your deſugnes ? Ab , how brother ? are you vpon the point to giue my father 
utel? Oh-how vnhappy would the [un be which shineth ouer our heads , if this:day before the 
ning, be should ſee his face defiled with the fta:nes of our bloud! Brother , it is our Countrey 
gant which you crme , that ſtretcherh out to your obedience the ſame bands 1t ifred vp to Al- 
19:for your ſafety. Brother, it is your father and mine againſt whom you march : what honour 
wa ou ger to reare out of bis body by violence 4 ſoule,wbub be is ready to render vp to nature, 
adtoth/0 v it out yer line into the flaming runes of bis Kingdome ? Haue you no other obietts 
nine reſtimony of your valour? I beſeech you both by the Religion you bane imbraced, andthe 
Haw com/101 t0 vs bath, (tay your armes,or 1f you perſiſt in your purpoſe, kil me rather as your 
ſet, 4nd 14k, me as 4 ite to purge both the armies, 

gehold thc King , who loumgly expettech you , and who reckoneth vp the moments of my 
inbaſſage ; I bring you the word of ful aſſurance ypon my life and honour, Y ou muſt come in- 
loty, if you dare belieue me, for you cannot procraſtinace nor retard this aſfaire, but you muſt 
luken your owne happineſſe. ' 

Theſe words were powerful enough to tranſport a man, who was already 
rſolued. Hermingildus hauing aſſured him of the good affeRion he had euer 
borne both ro the King his tather and himſelfe , went to the Court, Recaredus 
fetch with the deſire he had eb .enforme his father of the ſucceſſe of his Com- 
riſion , and being ariued , he bare the newes of the comming of his brother, 
wherewith he was infinitly pleaſed. The Prince followed quickly afrer and 
proſtrated himſelte art the feet of the King his father ſaying: 

Sir , And my moſt deare father , behold heer your poore Hermingildus, who wil perpe= 
tually be yours, what euer hzppen, Thoſe , who baue armed your clemency to the Tuine of your 
d,baue chaſed me from your Court and Palace ; bat not been able to ſeparate me from your 
bur, I bane lined hitherto lik g & poore exile, and as it Were 4 dead man among the liumg,1fmy 
memies be not ſatisfied with my miſeries, bcbold, Syr, I ftretch my bands wholy diſarmed tothe 
wer, which nature hath giueth you oucr me, read) to liue or dye at your feet. 

The King , whether he diſſembled his paſſion, or wherher hetruly were 
touched with ſuch aſpeRacle of piery , imbraced him with much tendernefle, 
laying: Ab my ſoune, euil fame hath depainted you much other then you are. | aſſure you this 
infience whuh you haue witneſſed vuto me , hath now ſer you free ſrom al ſuſpicion, You are 
ny welcome, moſt deare ſonne., where hque youleft the Princeſſe your wife 2 The Prince 
Replied, she should ſpeedily be at Court. \ 

Gozmntha faileth not to be there preſent, and toſhew to her ſonne-in-law al 
poſſible courreſies ; which ſo confirmed the mind of Hermingildus , that he 1n- 
antly diſcharged himſelfe from al diſtruſt, and prepared to ſend ſuddenly for 
Idegondis ro corne to the Court; A frtind notwithſtanding whiſpered himin 
the care, that ir was not neceſſary for him to haſten ſo much, and that he muſt 


eucrteare aſtil ſca, anold man amorous , and a Step-mother too courteous. 
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SECTION. XV. 
Hermingildus wickedly betrayed, 


g HIS ſpeach was buttoo true ; for the, pernicious Goizintha fore. 
G fl ſeeing, if Hermingildu were once againe fully poſleſſed of the har 
Wy of his father, wherof there was ſome probability , he would noe 
faylc torcuenge himſelfe on her for theaffront done to his witz, 
and if it were not with diligence preuented, he might diſcouerher 
ſleigats & diſturb al her faion :. Shetherefore called a fatal Counſel, wherin 
ſhereſolued to ouerthrow this poore Prince, She gayned vnto her infamoy 
men , who powred into the eares of King Lexigildus whatſocuer they though 
g00d; ſhe ſuborneth witneſſes,ſhe cauſeth lerters to be produced, and frameth 
a groſſe calumny , giuing her husband to vnderſtand, that this reconciliarigg 
of his ſonne was but a matter of diſguize, the better to arriue at the [copeof 
his intentions; that he hath ſworne the ruine of his father, andthar his ſpirit is 
become ſo arrogant he cannot encure him asa companion in Empire; that i 
is athing vndoubred that al the Romans deſire to lifchim to the throne:Thathe 
hath practized allyance withthe Emperour of Conſtantinople , wherot expreſſe 
letters might be produced : and to ſhew this is a bulineſle already concluded 
he hath delegated his wife, a cunning and turbulent ſpirit, into Africa, to paſſe 
from thence to Conſtantinople, and to bring with her al the torces of the Empire 
to fal VpO Spaine ; that there was no other remedy,but with al ſpeed to preuent 
his deſigne, and to make him feele the power of deſpiſed clemency, 

She ſpake ſo much both of truth & falſhood, and her Commiſſioners wers 
ſo wel prattized to forge many ſuſpicions, and repreſent a thouſand accidents 
in affaires, which ſeeme 1 to confirme this conſpiracy,that in the end Lewyilis 
entred into a frenzy more groſle then had poſſeſſed him before ; & hauingde. 
clared his ſonne guilty of treaſon, he cauſed him to be ſuddenly raken,and ſhut 
VP ina ſtrait priſon. Ir was a pittiful thing to behold this Prince, a-man wholy 
innocent , ſeized on in the middelt of al thepleafing triumphs of the Court, 
which they had prepared to honour his arriual, berrayed ecuen at that time, 
when he leaſt thought thereon, and vied with ſo much cruelty, A matter very 
naturalto herely,where after they had clothed him with ſack-cloth, he was (o 
loaden with chaines, that he became crookec, not being able at al ro lift vp 
his head, | 

He then wel knew his hower was come,fo that renouncing al the pleaſures 
of this life, he began couragiouſly to prepare himſelf for death, The Kingac- 
.companied with ſome Commiſhoners, whom he had giuen in charge to draw 
his proceſſe, would needs {ee him, and beholding him , ſuffered himſcltein- 
ſtantly co be tranſported with great diſturbances of choller , calling him vn- 
grate1ul, parricide, and wicked wretch. The Prince mildly anſwered: $yr,could 
I forertel,| sbould know what I had done,und wherefore I am accuſed; hut ſince T haue no ſul 

ſpme 1 wil dye w: ſilence, The farther replyed , his il conſcience ſuggeſted therof 
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-enough vnto him, and that he knew but too much what deſignes he had vpon 


the Srate and thelife of his father; that he would haue him ſpeake freely , and 
that if he could juſtify himſclte in theſe points, he would gladly heare him. 
Hermingilaw at thattime madethe Apology, which I haue elſe-where ex- 


preflcd in latin, approaching as neer as | mighttohis owne intentions ws 
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wraſe, & am heer reaJy ro render it in our language, that 1 may not fruſtrate 
Reader of it. 
gr, {aid the Prince, the proofe of my 1nocency is 4s eaſy «5 the defence therof is diff: lt. 
|repoſed, next after God, al my confidence in your Mateſty , ro choke the flame of cruel enuy 
wherewith you ſee me aſſailed, and as it were ſtil ſmoking. 1 attended toumplore Your name,to 
challenge your power, and to haue you for wiineſſe of my fudeliry ,vnworthily treated by ſlander; 
ad now | baue you for an ardent accuſer, and a moſt ſeuere ludge , nay which is more ; an int= 
ſed father. Tou Þaue cauſed me tobe '4ken 45 it were fromthe table of a feaſt by you pre- 
ged for congratulation of my returne; you Þaue made me to be deſpoiled of purplezto b- bound, 
aud ſettered like 4 gally-ſlaue. 1 feare leaſt the inſt ification of my ations , may not 'e the con- 
{mnation of yours 3 and that in ſeeking to defend mine owne innocency, I be not enforced to 
wuſe the errour of my father , which is to me one of the greateſt panishments [ can ſuffer. 
Notwithſtanding, fince you command l should ſpeake,not that, m the condition whereunto af= 
ines are ariued, | may hope of any ming eyther by my diſcourſe or ſilence , but hap what may, 
1 wil powre anto Jour cares the laſt voice of my bloud. For did my accuſers demand no other 
thing chen mp li fe , I would willingly giue Ut them without reply : but ſeemg the 'Y Loe about to 
ninfamy 01 mine ashes, I beſeech your Maicſty, to beare che few words I baue 10 ſay, 

The buſineſſe heer is not 4 new crime , it is aver) long time ſince the Queene your wife &+ 
ur Step-mocher Goizintha, begen to weaue this web againſt my brother and me, to depriue 
your ſcepter 0 f its lawful hemes , and giue your C10wne as a pre) to her ambition. Would to 
Gul 1 m:g/t now cal out of the other world the bleſſed ſoule of my dead mother to be preſent at 
thy w4gement! She would ſpeaRe, and | might be ſilent ,, she would remember yomr Maieſty, 
hyw being 14 the agonies of that fatal boure which tooke from vs this great Queene , She em+ 
uced my brother and me,beſeeching you by your chaſt loues and inmiolable faub of mariage,to 
be yuto vs both father and mother, 

We were then of an age wherin we could not 4s yet either feele or bemoane our loſſes. Not- 
nithſanding, ſeeing you bowed ower the body, which yealded vp the Ghoſt, with weeping eyes, 
Wegaue our infant teares to her memory, as 4 iuſt tribute of Nature : but you taking your lit- 
tlepbancs iro your boſome , forbad them to mourne, which you could hardly doe, and wiping 
mu) their teares, promiſed you heerafter would become to v3 4 father for protedtion, and amo«= 
ther fur Indulgence, 

| then grew vp vnder your eyes, ſpinning out the courſe ofmy innocent yeares, + am come 
hen age capable to beare ſome share in your hopes, Had you any thing at that tyme in the 
werls more deare ynto you, then your Hermingildus? Dignities were for bim, for bim Em 
pes, warres were made by him, and peace concludedin his name, Hermingildus was the ob<- 
waof your thoughts, the entertainment of your diſcourſe, the contentment of your bart. 

Tour Matrſty then reſulued to marry me,aitheagh very yong,you found out for me aWiſe, 
lawbter of a King, ſiſter of a King niece of a King,but ſuch an one as by ber vertuss ſurpaſſed 
al titles of Kingdomes. Ab poore mayd, who would baue ſaid then, that thou waſt reſerued to 
bethe ſub1eft of ſo lamentable 4 Traged) ! I was repured the moſt happy man of the world, 
ſce for me were borne ſo many (ingular vertues and perſettions admned by al men. 1 muſt 
ronſeſſe 1 lowed this Princeſſe,not ſo mucb by the wayes of an ordinary loue, as 4 certaine admi- 
ration of her vertues. For I baue receiued the faith by her piety, her example;and ber doftrine; 
bolding in ber ſoule the ranke of a basband,a diſciple, and 45 it were of her owne ſonne. 

Thereupon Goizintha began to poſſeſſe your hart , and to gaine ſupereminente in your 
df ares ; ſo changing you'wil by her ordinary prattiſes , that sht bath turned al your ancient 
favours into diſuaine , your confidence into ſuſpicion , your reſalution into diſturbance , and 
Jour mild temper into command. This woman hath- fo perſecuted me , that in your Court 
| neither entoyed watchings, reſt, recreation, nor affaires without danger, But 1 have wil 
lingly paſſed vnder ſilence al that, which touc hed mine owne perſon,vntil sbe fel ypon an action 
ſobarbarous , which were ſuſficient to iuſtify the Scichyans and Tartars. I have no words 
ſpeake it , haurng ſo much ſorrow to ſeele it : Enough is ſaid , when there hath been ſeen a 
laughter of ſo many Kings trampled vnder the foot of « woman ( whoſe birth 1 wil not 16= 

poech, becauſe indeed 1 wel know u not ) 4 Princeſſe moſt m—_—_— beaten euen to _ 
oy J 4 
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by a mother- in-law ; 4 Lady replenished with benour, diſarayed of ber garments | 111 ymwort 
ſeruants , and plun ged by little &+ little into a pools in a cold ſeaſon, to cov, ſunmat a Mars, 
dome, ſuch 4s the ancient Tyrants neuer inuented more cruel ſor Women,conenting' themſclues 
ro impoſe oftentimes only nak.eaneſſe for a puntshment, 

Had | regenged my ſelfe of ſuch mbumanity with ſword and fire , no mani could hay 
thought my proceeding init, nor my thoughts vnreaſonabie : notwithſtanding, 1 baue ſtil tn. 
deauoured to cure my ſelfe by the remedy moſt ordinary wuh me , Whuh was partence, | _ 

ſilence retired vnto a Citty which your Mieſty gaue me f01 lively hood;veſolued there peaceabl 
to paſſe my dayes with my wife,whilſt we beheld the face o f this Court ſo aduerſe 10 our bopes, 

But your Goizintha, 4 if we had committed 4 great ſunne in not enduring ber toth 
4 ſword through our throats , bath ſounded an alarme 1 your Palace and afterward in al thy 
Prouince,declaring me an enemy to the Conntry,en v{urper of the Crowne of my father a py. 
Ticide, 4 creature excommunicate , and adding thereunto words much more iiuricus againſ 
me and my wife. : | 
For my part, Sir, I wish you bad rather barkened to our innocency then ſerued ber puſ. 
ſion;al then bad ſucceded better. But after (trange leuies were made, you came thundrir 2 Vp 
Seuil, to beſiege me with a buge Army,ſo that you ſeemed ro ſtirre al the elements againſt me, 
I confeſſe it, 1 then followed the inſtintt which God giueth creatures euen the moſſ: brutgh, ty 
defend their owne family and fortune. 1 tooke armes,not to offend you, but to ſ ſeguard m 
ſelfe &+ my wife againſt the ſuries of 4 ſtepmother,who makes yſe of al arrowes f or our ruine, 

Tet ſeeing my armes reduced to that point, that I bad no meanes to eſcape without ging 


battel,, which muſt neceſſarily be fatal to both parts, I renounced for your ſahg the law 


nature , &- am come to render my ſelfe vp to your diſcretion. I cal ts wuneſſe the Altars, bo 
fire, & the Angel- guardians, which haue ſeen me proftrated before them,of che ſmcerity of my 
intentions, and of the teares 1 haue sbed ſor you, haumg not leaſure then to bemoane my ſelfe, 
Afterward your Maieſty ſent my brother vnto me to giue me aſſurance of your lout'you calle 
me forth, I am come, I baue ſuppliantly intreated, you haue receiued me, 1 proſtrated my ſulſe 
at. Your feet, you baue rayſed me with ſomany fauours and ſo many tokens of good wil, that { 
could require no more for my ſafety. 1 aske , who hath changed Your affettion, who bath tat« 
aisbed our ioyes,and withered the olines of peace,but she, who beg not able to ruine me with 
weapon in band, ſeckes to haue my bloud by ſorme of inſtice? 
Behold my accuſation and crime ;bebold al that which bath made me to be clothed with 
ſack.-cloth, and chayned with fetters ordained for Gally-ſlaues. 
The Father who was of an ardent ſpirit interrupteth him heerupon, and 
demandeth Where his wife was? whetber he bad notſent ber into Afrike , 10 paſſe from 
thence to Conſtantinople? The Prince anſwered, He had only proietted this in ins mink, 
not for any other purpoſe,but to aduiſe vpon the ſafety of her per ſori,not knowing 45 then hey 
matters would ſtand, and that 4. cidents had taught bim , be was wiſe enough in bis counſels, 
but leſſe bappy then be imagined. 
The King 1nſiſteth,, & interrogateth , whether he had not treated alliance 
with the Emperour Tiberius? He thereunto replyed,that he had neuer prafti« 
zed any other correſpondence, but to draw from him ſome troups for the 
defence of his life: and that fo ſoone as he ſaw ſome ouerture of peace, he had 
diſmiffſed them, reſoluing to make no further yſe of them, He then was 
pretſed vpon diuers queſtions , to which he made moſt pertinent anſwers, 
ſhewing very euidetly to the miſerable father the colours & pretexrs which 
they made vie of to ruine him, vnleſſe paſlisſhquldealt a filme ouer his eyes, 
In the end ſeeing he could .nor conuince his ſonne to haue practized any 
thing,lince the accord was made between them both, he made a ſtrong ſally, 
and-willed him freely to anſwer one word vpon which he would ground the 
whole pracceding,to wit, W herher he were yot « Romane Catholike ? That 1518, Sir, 
ſaith the Prince, which | avow,, which I publish , which I proteſt. Foy verily it is 4 11M, 
which maketh the ludges become pale, and the offenders laugh. The accuſation where, 
4s 4\ vor al great «ſoul: 5hould profeſſe , and the paine is 4 felicity which Martyrs baut 


bought with their blaud. 1 wish ro dis a bundred umes, if it might be done, for the glm of 
that 


"yl goodly title; ſo farre 35 it too little, with one mouth fo £011 feſſe the praiſes of God, Command 
ju pleaſe that my body be bewed &- cut in pieces for the profeſsion of the Catholike faith, 
+ 1h7 1 hal baue 46 many mouths as wounds to praiſe my Sauiour, & al thoſe wounds shai be 
44ates of bloud, to giue paſſage ro my ſoule to the place, where it is expedited by ſo good copany. 

The father ſayd thereupon, be was become a foole ; and that no man hated life , but 


_—_ yo bad il employedir. The ſonnereplycd rhe miſuſe had been in hereſic , of which be 
\ Lin Mqeed bm. And at that inſtant, the Guard recciued comandment to reconuay 
eabl im £0 priſon , where he was ſo comforted with the viſitations of God , that 
boys, Winding v ith much difficulty meanes toſend a letter to his deare Indegondss, he 
thap ſorts berin this manner, 
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: SECTION PS 


The Letter of H ermingildus to his deare wife Indegona:s, 
and his generous reſolution, 


Y boly Miſtreſſe, from whom 1 haue receiued the ſaith & true knowledge 
»f God , I wnite theſe lines vnto you ,clothed with ſackcloth , and loaden 
with fetters in the bottom of a dark.e dungeon, for the de fence of that Relj- 
R gion which you baue taught me. If I didnot know by experience the in- 

P UA uincible force of your hart, and the reſolution you prattize in affaires which 
concerne the ſeruxce of God, I had concealed my eſtate from you , that 1 
night not contriſt ate obiects ſenſible to nature. 

But ( molt deare wife) you haue 4 ſorebead too neble to blush at the diſgrace of the 
(nefixe, and 4 courage too wel fortified to refuſe taking part in the liueries of the Sauiony of 
ik world, 1 proteſt ypon mine honour, I could neuer perſuade my ſelfe there might be content= 
wit to ſuffer that which I tolerate , when your innocent mouth preached ynto me the reward 
e with MW fufermg, wherew:th your body bad beertofore been gloriouſly couered. But ſince my impri= 

ſaneat { haue felt conſolations of God ſo taſtful , that I cannot thinke it poſuble torelish in 
d with WY iv world any other antipaſts of Paradiſe, Tou are not ignorant, that my life and conuerſation 
» WI kb barh been ſo long time plunged us errour aud Vanity , deſcrued not theſe benefits : but 
\,and {ww pure bands , which you ſo often haue lifted vp before Altars ſor my ſaluation , haue 
ſe from I #19ned char for me which much tranſcended my merit and al my hopes, 
- mind, The King my ſather hath been pleaſed to heare me, and 1 baue pleaded my = in fetters 
s bow Yb ſogreat afrſtance from the Heanenly goodueſſe, that I iuſlified my ſelfe in al charges obie= 
unſels, WY *{againſt me 3 and haue put the matter mto ſuch a condition, that I am no further accuſed 
s4athieſe and homicide, but as 4 Catholikg, 
tance l ſpeedily expett my ſentence , and doe not thinke I am put into the State wherein I am 
raftis WY! ſave myTife 3 bur 1 vndoubredly belieue this wil be the Laſt letter you 5bal receiue from my 
r che Fad. 1 earneſtly beſeech your loyal bart,that as in this aftion which 5bal cloſe vp my dayes, I 
e hal W*indro doe nothing vaworthy of you , ſo you on Jour part att nothing ynworthy of me; 
king the bappines of my death with teares, which would be little honourable to the condi- 
tu whereunts God hath called me. I put into the hands of the dinine prouidence both you and 


/hich I*lutle Hermingildus, the only pledge of dur boly lowes, 
eyes. | Becouragious, my deareſt lour, and after my death take the way of Conſtantinoplezts 
d any W'Wer your ſelfe at the Palace of rhe Emperour Tiberius, who is.s good Prince,and moſt Ca- 
ſally, WWke. | recommend vnto you my poore ſoule: as for the body,let that become of it, which shal 
d the WP my father. If the alteration of times & aff aires bring you backe into Spaine, there to 
r, Sir, Fl the ranke you deſerue, my asbes wil likewiſe reio)ce at the odour of your vertnes, 1 hope 
crime, PP! death 541 nor be vnpr ofitable , and that God wil make ve of it for the good of the King- 
bereef, (*. Tou know how many times I haue heard you ſay , that you would haxe bought the 
s baue Ftion therof with your blond; you bane already mit employed one part , it 15 my runye to 
ary of Yjorme the reſt vpon a ſcaffold: For 11 what place ſuener you are,l promiſe my ſelfe to be moſt 
that "Ucubarly afriſted by your boly prayers. p25 Thc 
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The good Princeſſe recejued this letter with the newes of his death, ay, 
wil preſently tel you : but in this ſpace of time, Recaredws the yonger brother 
of Hermmgilous,extremely afflicted, that hauing been a med1atour of this cg, 
terfeir peace, he ſaw it end in ſodeplorable a Tragedy , haſtnerhto caſt him. 
ſclfe ar the feet of his father beſceching him with infinit aboundance gfte,, 
res and lamentations, either to giue him the ſtroak of death with, his Owne 
hand, or ſaue the lite of his brother, The father replyed : He was a ſurigw felloy 
and a traitour to bis fortune , and that he ought to ſuffer iuſtice ro be done , whuh would gi 
him 4 Crowne. That his brother wel diſconered bimſelfe an enemy to bis father andthe gy 

fince he would not for bis ſake renounce only ſo much as a phantaſy Reltgion ; that he way gy 

queſtioned vpon this point , and that if he could perſwade him ro reaſon , be was read) to ſur 
bis life. Kecaredus prepared himſelfe ſtrongly ro gayne him , and asketh leq 
to goe to the Priſon, which was allowed him, k 

The yong Prince ſeeing his brother couered with ſack cloth , and bowe 
vnder fetters,was lo amazed atthis ſpe&acle, that he ſtood along time mue 
as a ſtatue but inthe end breaking ſilence with a deep ſigh: Ab Brother (ſaith 
he) itis I, who baue betrayed you, it is | , who hue conered you with this fatal ſack. 
T who haue bound and fettered you with theſe cruel chames, made for ignominious ſlaves, we 
for your innocency. Brother, behold my poynard which I preſent you, reuenge your ſelutyyn 
my guilty bead. I haue been culpable enough,in that I baus proaxced from a good intentim 
bad effedts, 

Hermingildw beholding him with a peacefuleye, anſwered: Brother wy 
Jou afflitt your ſelfe? Ful wel doe 1 know your inocency .What innocency?replied the other, 
if vnaduiſedly 1 be the cauſe of your death by my diſaſtrous Embaſſage ? But good brothe, ju 
Jou are reduced to this extremuy , 1 beſeech you forgoe the name of Catboltke: or if that ſem 
vnworthy of your conſtancy , d:ſſemble for ſome tame , and content the King my father a 
Yours, who requireth from you no other ſarufathion, 

The good Prince anſwered : Ab Brother | What baue you ſaid , you lately perſuutel w 
ro 41 att of piety dt the peril of my liſe,thimke not now to induce me ro an 1mpicty, although it 
should concerne al the liues &+ Kingdoms of the world, Behold beer the time for you toragy, 
and for-me to dye.I willingly die for the honour I owe to my Keligion, for which | gladly wil 
ſuffer deaih a thouſand times,if it were poſſuble, 1 neither accuſe you nor my father , whin 
more compaſiionate then my ſelfe , and counſel you to render hun al the duties of piety in th 
decrepitneſſe of age whereinto be 18 entred, 

As for our [tepmother, 1 pray you rather to endure ber nature then revenge my death, lt 
the worke of Gud to take knowledge of iniurics,and for vs tobeare them.,W hen my ſoul chu 
leaue this miſerable bedy , it shal ceaſeleſly pray for you ; &1 hope , mt deare brother yuan 
the end wil renounce this poore liberty, vyh1ch entertainetþ you mn rhe ſelt of the Arians:ad 
if dying men vſe to diuine , I fortel,that being conerted to the faith you shal lay foundati 
of Catholikge Religion in al this Kingdome,which I am about to moiſten with my bloud, 

Recaredus vied al the intreatics he could deuiſe,neuer being able to ſhakethe 
conſtancy of his brother : which much offended King Leuigildss, and tranſpor- 
ted him intoreſolutions very bloudy. Notwithſtanding, thoſe who.mightyet 
ſpeake vnto him with ſome liberty , counſclled him to precipitate nothing 
in an affaire of ſo great conſequence; ſaying there was no aparence that He 


mingildus had vndertaken any plot againlt the life andState of his father, ſince wb 
he came ſo freely to preſeat himſelte vpon his bare word; that thoſe who find fmdy 
themſclues guilty vſc not to come to burne themſclues as buterfiyes at tid: q, - 
candle.That his countenance at this enteruiew was too {weet, his ſpeach tooff, 

proper, his deportments to candide, to couer ſo blacke a miſchicte ; and lipoſe 
for change of Se&, it was no wonder, if the King hauing given him er . 


Catholike wife, he had taken that Religion with his loue ; that it was baſin 


complement of alouer, whichage would bend,experience ſweeten,aud pri}. 
dence in the end deface : that he had at that time more need of a Dodou, 
then an executioner, ſince the apprehenſions of God were diſtiJled into the 
hart by the help of tongus, and nor the dint ſwords, 


+64 
= 
Whi 
SECT,.ON| © 


THE LADY: 


b, 236 | ins - 
brother «6 

IS coun. SECTION, XVIL 

aſt him. LE 

e Oftez. The death of Hermingildus. 

13 Owne 

u felloy, HE faRion of Goizinths tranſported beyond al conſiderations, 
YOuld Jiu ceaſed nor to ſound in the eares of the King, that Hermingildus was 
the Stare not an offender, whoſe power was to be negle&ed : That his 
Was \ crime was not ſuch as might promiſe him impunity; that the 
dy ts ſa lawes of the Countrey had neuer tolerated ſuch pradiſies; that 
thleaue }had violated right both diuine & humane, becomming a fugitine from his 


(ountrey , an Apoſtara in his religion, arebel to the power of his father ;in 
| bowel kh ſort, that to render his wound incurable, he had changed al leniriues into 
ne mute W iſon. Thar he had leuied armes againſt his Soueraigne withoar regard of 
al (Gaith bsage, his name , rhe maieſty of the Kingdome, and the voice of nature,and 
k-th, tatthere was nothing but the deſpaire of his affaires, which had taken them 
axes, wei ofhis hands. That he held corre] pondence with the enemies of the State, 
/elutypa pwhom he was become an aſſiſtant & a companion: and now to make him- 
WJ) Fo impudent to defend a crime, as bold to execute it, had caſt al the faule 
ehisco..(piracies vpon the Queen his mother-in-law, and the marriage of 
WM: father ; ſhewing himſclfe ſo 1nſolent in his miſery, thatthere was nothing 
c other, WW. be expected bur tyranny from his proſperity : that itwas to be extremely 
ber fn mogant cuento ſtupidity, toſceke to reteine achymezra of piety, contrary 
bat ſe the wil of his father : and tharneuer would he befo conſtant in his ſuper- 
ather an fition, if he had not leagued al the intereſts of his fortune with the Catho- 
likes, enemies of the Kingdome: That if order were not caken therein, they 
fuutel we Loald be heerafter depriued of the power to deliberate on it, whenthey had 
Ubeoyb it een him al rhe meanes to execute it. 
0193), The credulity of the vnfortunarte father was ſo ſtrongly aſſaulted by theſe 
81 wal dcourſes, that he reſoluedto goe beyond himſelte: fo that on anight, which 
,whn wEaſter cue, hediſpatched a meſſenger to thepriſon with an executioner, 
6r 00 109 let him know, he was ſpeedily ro make his reſolution, to chooſe either life 
. © *{epter by rerurning to the Religion of the Arians, ordeath by perſiſting in 
«, 1 v6: Catholike : That he had a ſword, & a Crowne before his eyes, the one for 
ſouk tbry,the other for puniſhmer,the choyce of either was referred to himſelte, 
7 yur Hermmgrldus made anſwer, he had already ſufficiently-manifeſted his deter- 
1205-00 V nitation vpou this Arrticle;that he would rather dye a thouſand deaths,then 
a ſeparate himſelfe from the Religion,which he had imbraced with al rea- 
. Fboand ful conſideration. The Commiſſary replyed : The King your Father hath 
akethe piea-me-in charge that in caſe of refuſal I sbould proceed to execution of the ſentence 
anſpor kntd againſt you, What ? ſaith Hermigildus. He hath condemned you by expreſſe ſen= 
ightyerll \ (ith the other) co bane. your head cut off in this ſame priſon, where you are, Wher- 
pothing wonthe holy man fel on his kaees to the earth, and ſa1d: 
har he Wy God, my Lord , I yeald you immortal thankes , that haxing giuen me by the meanes of 
er, ſince Wfatber, a fraile, brittle, «nd miſerable life, common vnto me with flyes and antes ; you now 
rho find md me on this day by theſe ſentences, a life noble, hap), glorious to al eternity,” 
S 0" Then riſing vp againe, he requeſted the Commiflary he would by his good 
ach roof, rſuffer a Catholike Prieſt to come to him, to heare his Confeſſion , and 
; and poſe him to death; He anſwered, ir was expreſly forbidden by the King his 
IM Ffwher: bur if he would admit an 4rian Biſhop , he ſbould haue one ar his 
' Wi Jhlafure. No ( ſaith he? for | b4ue deteſted, yea and doe ſtil abhorre Arianiſme, enen tothe 
1d PO tatb:und ſince my fath. 1 denieth me-4 ſauour which ordinarily 1s granted to che guilty , 1 wil 
nw" beuing no other witeſſe but mine owne conſcience. 


nrotne” qEich hauivg ſayd, he knecled downe againe, and mace his —_— 
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| God, praying very long for his father , his ſtepmother , al his enemyes, an 


pronouncing alſo at his death the name of his deare Indegondss , to whom he 
profeſſed himſelfe bound with incomparable obhgations. i hen afterward hz. 
uing recommended his ſoule to God , vnder the proteCtion of the moſt holy 
Virgin, his good Angel, and al rtheSaints, he {ſtretched out his necke tothe 
executioner, which was cut off with one blow of an axe. 

So many ſtarres as at that inſtant ſhinedin Heauen inthe dead filencegf 
the night, were ſo many eyes open ouer the bloudy ſacrifice of this moſt jnng, 
cent Prince, from whom a wtetched father tooke away by the hand of a hang. 
man, the life which he gaue him. Had his condition been capable of teares, 
cuen Tygers themſelues would haue deplored him, ſecing ſo much piery;fuch 
faith, ſo much goodneſle, ſuch worth ecclypſed, in a blouil ſo precious, inan 
age ſo flouriſhing, ina fortune ſo repleniſhed with hope. 

The newes of his death haſtned ro find out Indegonds, who was yet in 4ſrig! 
where ſhe alſo receiued the laſt letrer , which her husband wrote to her outof 

riſon, 
i; The ſeruants that were about her perſon began to make hydeous lames. 
tations, as if they them(ſclues had been condemned to death, Bur the coure. 
gious Indegondis kiſſing the letter of her deare husband , then opening it with 
ſingular reuerence,and reading the laſt words, which he as it were had ſtceped 
in his bloud; ſhe cryed out: | 

Alas ! Generow, and faithful hart | you haue done al that , which a good man might : Ju 
baue manſully fought , you are bappily arrized at the Crowne, Nothing can be defined niju, 
but the imitation of your conſtancy. | 

Seruants , why dee you weep ? This is the very day , wherin l am a Queene , and when 
eſtceme my ſalfe the moſt triumphant woman in the world , hauing my busband a Martin 
Heauen.Giue me roſes & flower-de-luces,that I may crown his Image,and honour at the uf 
with theſe teſtimonies 4 ſoule, which bath left vnto vs ſuch ſweet odours of vertue. 

She had with her, her little Hermingilaus , almoſt dead with the weariſom- 
neſſeof trauel on the way » which indeed had been ſomewhat vneaſy forthe 
tenderneſle of his age. The mother beholding him, 

Goe my ſonnes (ſaith ſhe) follow your good father : God bath giuen you a fauom myo 
cradle, chat be doth not to al children, Which u to be banished for the faith, and to taky patin 
the Martyrdome of him who begot you. Goe little innocent , and reioice with others before the 
Altar of the Lamb: your mother sbal not long ſtay behind you. 

The child dyed ſhortly afrer,and the good Princeſle, haning for a long time 
combarted in a braue manner againſt the apprehenſions of nature, powred 
forth on a*ſuddaine thicke ſobbes, and a maine tyde of reares , which diſt 
led from her eyes againſt her wil, whereupon ſhe mildly fayd: | 

Alas! my teares, what fineſſe can you find to bemoane & Martyr? My God, it is done : tht 
fatber and the ſonne are already at reſt , there remaineth nothing but to taky the mother. bt 
holi two parts of the world, Europe & Afrike, which | haue filled with my miſenes,Iſyu 
wil that. 1 yet paſſe into Aſia, your wil be done, But if 1 no longer be aught,but an ynprefitall 
burden to the earth,what doe 1 heer? 1 baue ſpun out al the web which you gaue meg] haws th 
ded al the hopes of the world; why ſtay you, o my God, to receiue my ſoule , which | beay 0 
my lips? She was heard ; For in few daye being al waſted with louc,trauel, and 

deſires, after an exemplar death, ſhe tound her tomb in Afrike. 

' What ſhal 1 ſay beer, & what ſhal I doe,to ſhut vp this diſcourſe? We haue 
al cerraine natural ſoftneſſes in the butrome of our foules, and ſome humane 
apprehenſiens which alter the force of our indgement.My pen cannot almol 
paſſe ouerthis hiſtory , and not commixe the waters /of mine-cyes with mit 
inke; and perhaps alſo(youmy Reader)cannot peruſe it without compaſſion 
It ſeementh vnto you theſe chaſt loues of Hermingildus & Indegondts are t00W- 
happy , that ſuch vertues are cruelly handled ,that ſuch noble courages haut 


met withatortune finiſter, hydeous,and perſecutine euen tothe tombe. = 
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would gladly ſee theſe braue ſpirits after ſo many tempeſts, ſuch thunder- 
claps and whirle-winds,arriue ata Port of fome large temporal felicity. You 
would behold them with Crownes on their heads, with Scepters in their 
tands,withProuinces flouriſhing in reuenewes, with proſperities perperually 
ſmiling in their houſe, with loues free frodiſturbace,defires void of denyals, 
ifaires without trouble, greatnefle without change, pleaſures without acer- 
bicies,and a long poſterity fully laden with honours. it grienes you, that this 
poore Prince hath paſſed away as a pearle , parched vp with lightning in it's 
aowrh,or as an eagle (trangled \nthe ſhel, You bewaile thisPrinceſle, that 
deing borne in France the dyed in Afiike, ſeparated by the ſword from a hus- 
hand who loued her ſo tenderly ,depriued of a fonne who gaue ſo many good 
hopes , abandoned by al herallyes, bur ſome poore waiting women'that 
buried her with ſorrow ſo ful of pitty , thatit was of power to mooue the 
ponſters of 4frike to commiſeration. Ah ignorant that we are of the workes 
of God , perpetually fixed to the earth, & deprined of thole ſparkes of fire & 
light, which burne vnder the molt generous breaſts! Ler vs a little draw afide 
the curtaine , and ſee through ſo many clowds one ſole ray of rhe Sanctuary. 
What iniury hath the Diuine prouidence done ro Prince Herminguldu , it tor a 
(rowne which is the wherhercoke of winds, if tor aSceprer which is the reed 
ofthe times, if for alite which is the harbinger of death, it affoord him ver= 
wes, delights, and glories, which outſtrip the flight of our thoughts , which 
&y vp our mouths, which outrunne our defires, which ſurmount al our ima- 
nations? What inivry, it it makea Saint of him, whoſenameis couched-in 
Martyrologes, whoſe memory liueth in writing, whoſe praiſe flouriſheth in 
notths, w hoſe words are nopght but honour, & workes bur bleſſings; whilſt 
ls ſtepmother Gorzmntha dyes like adog,andis buried in the opprobry of her 
we? What injury, 1t it haueſo handled the matrer, that his father, touched 
vithaliucly repentance, hath iuſtified him as an innocent, deplored him as 4 
oane , inuoked as a Martyr ? If it hath ſanGtified his fetters , conſecrated the 
wire of his Priſon, ray ſed vp his aſhes aboue al the Crownes of the Kings of 
hav ? If it hath giuen him Altars onearth, and a Diademe of beatirude in 
Heaen ? Is it to haue deſpiſed his vertue, negleRed his ſufferings, diſobliged 
licconſtancy,and fruſtrated his trauels? What would you haue God to haue 
made the vertuous Indegondts > A Queen , delicate, ambirious, couetous, 
taghty, which had not ſpit but in gold, walked but on roſes, flowne ouer the 
teads of mE, & putrified in delights? How many ſuch like are there, who haue 
fefled their names with reproach , wearied the earth with their 1importuni- 
tes, aſtoniſhed poſteriry with their deportments, & peopled hel with their 
cimes? But this Lady hauing been purified with the burning coles of tribu- 
ltion,ifſued from the hands of God as a veſſel of glory, ro make her luſtre 
eſplendent in the ſight of al Ages. | 

Ah Ladies , who read this piece , and who many tymes flatter your ſelues 
wh che ticle of vertue in ſome petty tracks of deuorio, which haue nothing 
ut outward ſemblance, what example of piety ſee you heer? what mirrour? 
"hatperfetion ? My eyes dazle in beholding her actions, and my pen tailes 
awriting her prayſes. 

What a courage?that a young mayd not aboue fifreene or ſixteene yeares of 
Weentreth into a Kingdome with intention to conquer ir for God , much 
®erwiſe then the Ceſars, who ſo many times haue deuonred it by ambition? 
What a prudence to tolerate the conuerſarion of a ſtepmother , whulft ſhe 
nedled nor with her Religion ? What liberty of ſpirit, and whar ſtrengeh of 


£ords co defend her faith, ſo ſoone as ſhe ſaw her ſelfe aflay led in this verrue, 
FE bich was more deare vnto her then the apple of her eye : What patience to 


dure to be dragged along vpon the pauciment by the haire2to be beaten 


Wen tobloud ? ro be throwue into the riuer? to be vicd like the duſt of _ 
cart 
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earth for the honour of leſus Chriſt, not challenging any one, not coplaynin g 
not ſceming offended , nay not telling her busband ( into whoſe boſome ſhe 
powred forth her moſt ſecrer:thoughts)the affront ſhe had received, for fezre 
to breake peace with a creature, who geſcrued the hatred of al the world? 
What wiſedome , what grace, what eloquence vied ſhe in the conuerſion of 
her husband? What loue for his ſoule, what zeale for his faluation, what cg 
for his dire&ion 2 What authority, to ſtop with a word the armyes of the 
father and ſonne inſtantly ready to encounter ? What reſignation of her owne 
wilinthis ſeparation from her husbad? And what a hart of diamond again; ( 


thouſand ſtrokes of dolours,to take thankfully adeath ſo bloudy,ſotragicy 
ſo pittyful?To ſee her ſelfe at an inſtar bereaved of a ſonne & a husband, g 
al things in the world,offering vp vnto God inal her afflictios,the obedience f 
of her hart, prayers of her lips,& victimes of al the parts of her body ? Whar fi 
triumph,when after her death , her brother-in-law , who had participated of «4 
her good inſtru&ions, in remembrance of her & her husband, was abſolute.  ,, 
ly coucrted to the Catholike faith,and changing the whole tace of the King. F 
dome,repealed the baniſhed, reſtored rhe Biſhops to their Sees;Religion int 
force,lawes into authority,8& the whole Prouince into peace? Whar miracle Fr 
to ſee ſage Indegondis On the top of al her tropheys, whereof ſhe tendereth ho. 
mage to God inthe glory of Saints ? How ought we heere to render to her 
the offerings of our moſt humble ſeruices? 7 

Behold heer the limits which I propoſed to my ſelfe, ſo to giue anendy » 
laſt to theſc hiſtories , having thought it more fir and ſutable ro my employ. Wc; 
ments to abbreuiate my ſeife in theſe foure models, then vnboundedly en. of, 
large the ; yet it hath been ſomewhat difhcult with me to make a reſolution "3 
to put forth this ſecond volume among ſo many duties of our ordinary fur. FT 
Rions, being rhereunto ſolliciced by intreaties, which held as it wererhe 
place of commands. 

And I may wel ſay, I were ſtupid and vngrateful, if I ſhould not confeſe \ 
to hane been much excited ro proſecute this labour by the honourable inui. þ 
tations,which my Lord Biſhop of Bellay hath vſed towards me in his workes, 

I cannot ſet too high a price vpon his recommendation in ſuch a fubie&:For &, 
he is verily one of the moſt able and flouriſhing wits,that euer handled apen, " 
To ſee the number of his books, one might ſay he began to write ſo ſoone a5 | 
to liue z and to conſider, their worth,it is a wonder, how ſo many graces and ”y 
beauties,which other atteyne not but with much labour,encreaſed with him 
as ina ſoyle natural for eloquence. If there be any ſlight diſcourſers, who w_ 
amuſe themſelues to argue vpon ſome words of his writings, it is notamat- | 
ter vnuſual, ſeeing we are now inan Age, where there are ſome whoreuine; 
the example of thoſe corrupted Grecians , that preferred a ſauce made by the 
Cooke Mithecus, before the diuine workes of Phidias. 

If this piece haue giuen you any contentment, take the painesto readit 
ouer againe ſometimes at your leaſure, taſting the maximes therein with an re 
vtility worthy of its ſubie&, For belieue me, the precipitation now adayes}}*;”*? 
vcd in ſlightly running ouer al ſorts of books, cauſcth a certaine indigeſtion 
in the mind,wherewith itis rather choked then nouriſhed, Reading is neuer tea 
good , if the vnderſtanding take not occaſion thereby to negotiate by med-F'* *3 


tation & induſtry,that which concerneth the health and ornament therof, wh 
| 

That f: 

To the King of Ages Immortal & Inuiſible , to God alone be honour and glor) ﬆ*, 4 


Linen, for ener and enermore. 1, Tim. 1. 
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The excellency of the ſubie& I handle in 
theſe diſcourſes makes me refle on thar, of 
SNEEZE Be your Greatneſle to offer you a worke, which 
pb being conceiued by your authoritie , muſt 
needs ſeeke tor Birth vnder your fauour. Iris the third part of a 


Court ablolutely holy, which not vnlike the Cirtie $.Tohn ſaw in 42%: 31: 


is profound contemplarions, cannot aſcend from our manners 
to Heauen, vnleſle it deſcend from Heauen into our manners. I 
likewiſe endeauour to fashion it in books,by the model of things 
celeſtial , ro imprinr ir on lives ; and I now vndertake the de- 
nce of trurh , which conſticuring your ſaluation, and compo- 
ling your happines wel deſerue to be the molt ſerious employ- 
ments of your mind. 

[tis true ( Sir ) al Maximes of State, that depend not on the 
Maximes of God, are effects of carnal prudence, which end in 
flesh; and al fortunes that reſt not on him , who with three fin- 
vers ſupporterhthe globe of the carth, rather purſue the way of 
precipices , then the path of cxaltation. The wiſdome of che 
world loues nothing ſo much, as that whereof ir is moſt igno- 
rant: ir runnes after honour not knowigwhar honour is ; ever 
bungrig and ſtil needy, nor hauing any other ayme bur to make 
Ii.ſelfe a Miſtreſle ouer giddie ſpirits,to become the llaue of al 


pallions. Which maketh me ſay there are none bur the blind, 
3 


THE AFVTHOFRS 


who ſecke aſter it,the miſcrablewho hndir,cheſottizh who ferye 


it, and the forlorne who rye themſclues to it's principles. 
Burt the wiſdome of Heauen,which I in theſe Maxzimes prefen 
you , is ſorranſcendently ſublime aboue alhumane inventiony, x 
the light of ſtarreg ſurpaſſerh the pertie ſparklings and Alircing 
fyres of the eg is that whichleaſurely marchech by holy 
paths,ro the ſources of day lighr,and as being preſent betforethe 
throne of God, beholdeth glorie & felicitie vatoldedin his hag, 
Iris the element of great ſoules , ſuch as yours; & when they once 
arc throughly ſettled therin , they find raſtfulnes which tur. 
neth into nuttiment,8 nutrimet which paſſcth ro immorralitie, 
Your prudence may read in your owne experience , what [ 
expreſſe in my Treatiſes,nor need you goe any further thenyour 
ownelife, ro meet with the proofes of theſe excellent verities, . 

You know (Sir) how the Diuine prouidence in the firſt fl. 
wer of your age drew you fromil wayes, & ſnatched you out of 
the hands of infidelity, as a Conſtantine from the pallace of Dis 
clc{ian,to ferue as a Buckler for the Church , wherof impictic 
would haue made you a perſecutour. This Prouidence knew, 
wel how to ſeparate bloud from manners, that it cau'ed you to 
demolish what your Anceſtours had rayſed, and preteruing thair 
dignity without rouching their crrours , to make of the vahap- 
Pines of theic judgement, che beginning of your felicitie. 

From thence you ſee with whar fuccefle the hand of God 
hath conducted you to the height of chis moſt eminent glorie, 
wherein Franceat this preſent bcholds you , as a Prince accom- 
plished in the experience of aftaires,and rimes,the Father of good 
counſels, the vndertaker of gfeat ations, endowed with alpiit 
which ſeemes anerernal fyre , and to be paralelled by nothing, 
| butthegoodneſle of your owne hart. 

Youliue peaceable, as inthe right ſphere of true grearneſle, 
where you perpetually refle on two Poles, God, and the King: 
Youſecke for the one in the orher, and you walke tothe God 
of life , by the molt liuely of his Images. His Armes are beheld 
to proſper in your hands, as wel as his Edicts in your mouth. You 
haue borne thunder, and Oliues through-our France vnder your 
proreCtion, awefulat one time, and amiable ar another, br cuer 


proſperous in both. 
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EPIST. DEDICATORIE. 

Yeafally to crowne your happineſle, rhe Diuine goodneſle 
whaftorded you a houſe flourishing in riches and honours, 
ghich comprehendeth init's latitude two Princes of the bloudro 
(ve as pillars forthe State. It gaue you a wife, who hath made of 
er fruitfulnefle rherrophey of her vertues , and cntred by loue 
moan eclipſe to become the Mother of lights , and bring torch 
tlderen to beate the hope of Flower dtluces. The eldeſt Sonne 


hom your excellencie hath comired as a ſacred pledge to our 


Colledge at Bowrges,would trouble vs to tel you from whence he 
hathcaken ſuch and ſo many ſplendours,and ſparkling flames of 
witwiuch dazlethe eyes of thoſe who hauc the nonour to be neer 
him, were not you his Father. He isa Pearle , who maketh it ap- 
xare by the quality of his Orient, that if Nature haue equalled 
sbicth co rhe greateſt on earth , he wil equal his verrues ro his 
extraction. 

SIR, I ſpeake this ingenuoully,that you may both behold in 
jourowne Perſon what I creat in my books, as alſo vnderſtand 
hattrue pictie ſowerh the ſceds of rhe molt ſolid grearneſle. 

But beſides the relatio this Deſ1gne ſeemesrohaue to the plea? 
iucof God ouer you, I find much obligation to offer ic you as a 
lender teſtimony of a ſingular gratitude in our Superiours and 
wrwhole Societie, which would willingly ſuffer their afteCtions 
opaſſerhrough my pen , if ic had as much eloquence as the 
mayne bodie renders refpect and zeale to your ſeruice. 

You hauc been pleaſed romake ir known by your good pur- 
poles,to loue it by eleCtion, defend it by iuſtice, honour it with 
jour opinion , encreaſe it with your liberaliries, and if your be- 
tefits be ornaments vntoir , your iudgements ſeruc for Apolo- 
res. 

[receiued a notableportion in your fauours whilſt you reſ1- 
&din Bowrges , where your Excellency called me to deliver the 
wordof God,and to confeſſe yout vertues in my diſcourſes, as I 
mult acknowledge my diſcourſes to proceed from your verrues. 
was by your conuerfation I perceiued,that as their is nothing 
too bigh for your vnderſtanding , ſo there is not any thing roo 
low for your bountie. God hath beſtowed on you the _ 
"ch theScriprure attriburerh ro the Patriarch Toſeph,to oblige 


hats with ſweeteneſle; nor vnlike the engines of Archimedes, 


which 
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THE AVTHOYRS EP. DED. 
which made water mount in deſcending : ſo yours , cauſerk not 
your humility to deſcend, but to makeit reaſcend tothe ſoures 
of the prime ſublimity. | 

Which done, not preſuming any thing inregardof your Ex: 
cellency, bur daring al through your courteſy, I preſent theſ 
Maximes of the Holy Court, ofwhich many wil make their req. 
ding, others their precepts: but youwil(I hope) frame your yer. 
rues of them on earth, ro make them your crownes 1n Heayey, 


So wishegh 


$ 1K, 


Your moſt humble and moſt ob ſequious ſernant in our Lon, 


———— —— 
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> C24, FIN D(Courteons Reader \ my workss doe 11- 
=) ſenſt ibly encreaſe conder the fauour of thy good 
1 J/H opinion, as plants over der the aſþeft of the 
NY moſt benigne [tarres. I had confined my ſelfe to 
Wi that which concerneth the hiſtorie of Courts, and 
= TH K al reſt 1 in the ſame reſolution + But ſawa peece 
werie neceſſarie in theſe tymes wanting in mY 
wrke , which was the T reatiſe of Maximes , and mateſtie of our Reli- 
in, 

| I almoſt durſt not ndertake it , ( ſo much the ſubieft ſeemed to re- 
qireiudgement , prepararion , and abiloin ) But God hauing inffured 
m with a ſtrong conceit , I might be fauoured by thoſe to whome he hath 
fey ful power ouer me, ſubmitted the ſlenderneſſe of my wit , to the 
pover of their wils , perſmading my-ſelfe a ſilly noching may become « 
matter mportant in thir hands. 

Tou know how hauing a purpoſe to frame a Chriſtian I »ficutioni in 
the Holy Court for men of £aalitie , I began with their obligation to 
Tretie ; and conſequently shewed the obſtacles muſt be vanquished to 
mie chither. T hen 1 gaue precepts of the principal wvertues moſt con- 
trnechem which were waited onwiththe Hiſtories of Courts abbremared 
mo foure medals 

In this ( that the good Court may triumph ) I repreſent a combat of 
Courts, the Holy,e9* Counterfeit, the Religious, e Prophane; 
Whertn I fold the iftories of the heife Maximes of Chriſtianttie dt- 
Ward into three parts , whereof the one treateth of the Divinitic, ihe 

#4 = ae 


: THE DESIGNE. 
other of the Gouernment of this preſent life, and the third of th, 
State of the other world. 

You may beheld how diuine the ſubief is , and that the other books; 
were only to prepare you to theſe great lighrs the rayes wherof 1 diffuſed, 
I muſt needs tel youthat being ſurpaſſed by ſo many excellent men why 
haue worthily handled a pen, I haut in this ſeriouſly ſought to goe beyond 
my ſelfe. 

I haue contrafted large ſubiefts into litle Trafts , which hath been 
ſmallabour; there being not a Maxime wherof 1 could not haue compile 
an ample volume : But imagining conceptions are like hayres , wh 
more eaſily may be fillited vp then diſcheutled, I haue endeauoured 
giue you more ſubſtance in this booke then words and amplification, 
And ſeeing al the ſubies are cvery ſerious, 1 haue ſweetned them with 
excellent examples to afford fit nourishment both to Eagles and Dow, 

Alwhich I now offer youin this,zs more then my promiſethinkingi 
better to giue without promiſe,then to promiſe ,&/ n0t giue.Y our affeftun 

ſets an edge pon my induſtrie , aud if labour waſt the bodie for you 
anayle , and reſerue workgs of the wit for poſteritie,it shal be as a Ct, 

which cauſing the death of the lining , ſeemes to giue hife to the dead, 

T his Tome being replenished with important conſiderations camut 
be for himwho curſorily reads it with thoſe delicious loytrings , which 
{teightly furnish out the titles of books , and thence derine nothing ,but 
wind. Gine me(Centle Reader) thecontentment that God may beglni- 
fred in your manners by reading this , as I heer ſeeke to honour him it 
—_— ae 
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IHE PROFTHANE COTorraeAS 
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I: MAXIME OF RELIGION 


PROPHANE COVRT. HOLY COVRT. 

That matters of faith being That matters of faith being 
mile and covncertaine , we moſt certaine and very excel- 
mſrye our ſelues to the world, ler, weshould fixe thewhole 
mihis Viſibleand tertaine, | | order of our life vntoir. 


& HERE is nothing ſo reaſonable in nature , as to deſire good, 

nothing ſo eminent , as tro know much ; nothing ſo abſolute 

25 tO haue the power of al : but thereis nor any thing ſo profitable, 

as to proceed totrue wifdomeby a myſterious ignorance , and to * 

be in increated light by blindnes. The {oule becometh another 

world , by the meanes of knowledge ; or rather as God creatcth 

world in eſsence ; that , frameth another in Idea : Bur if truth and loue doe not 
therin , man tormeneeth himſelfe in his knowledges , and creatcth cuils 

nhoutend , from which he cannot free himſelfe , no not by 11suing out of life, 

The Prophane Court (ſay you) Leades you into 4 viſible world , but it1s to behold miſc- 
init: To 4 worldcertemme ; butit is torcach you that happines being therin vncer- 
we, loſse is vadoubted. Al we haue in the worldis baſe, caytiue , and difhcult, 
Wthout knowledge of therrue God, Itis but a labourſome turmoyle of affaires , an 
mazement of tranſitory pleaſures , an illuſion of deceirful bleſſings , which trouble 


3, and ſtarue vs inſtead of ſatisfying our deſires , ornourishing our hopes : Bur the Scive iuſtitiem, e» 

hwwledge of God is the rot of immortality, virinzes tnam radix 
[then require of you (0 Reader) thatin the beginning of this diſcourſe yon adore — 

te wiſdome of God ouer you,who hath ſclectcd you out of the Maſle of ſo many P.c.15. 3. | 

nhdels , to inrole youinthe number of his children , and hath drawne you from the 

Oufulions of ſo great darkneſſe, tro cal you into the light of Chriſtianity, Behold 


o many people couered vnder the veile of ſhady night, borne incrrour , to liue in 
A brutiſhnes 


The happineſſe to be 
4 boyne Chriſtian. 
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Erutiſines, and dye in deſpaire of eternal ſaluarion , and you are 1nlightned by the 
rayes of God, illuminated by his wiſdome , guided by his direction ,» coucred with 
hisprotection, nouriſhed with his bloud , animated with his life , and are made par- 
ticipant of his telicity, 


Three tokens of If you bedefirous in ſome meaſure to obſerue the excellency of your faith and 
the perfeQtion of Religion, conſider, the perfection of any _ is known by three principal note, 
a thing. Eſſence, Operation, and Repoſe. Al which , you haue viſible in the wiſdome of heawy 


S. Themes. 1.p. q. 6. you profcſſe, His Xſſence is of an infallible verity ; his Operatrons miratulay, 
Solidir; of our Re- 20d his Repoſe an vachangcal-le happines, For what aſſurance more ſolid , they 
ligion.' to hauc a God incarnate tor Authour , who is come to caſt;the feeds of a gol. 
den Age, andadopt a new world in the bloud of an eternal Teſtament 2 Who ay 
© IR better teach vs the ſecrets of God, then God himſelfe? I cannot account him (ſig 
pud Yincen, ; : ; 1 
tom. 2. Varro ) 2 skilful Maifter , who learnes nothing of himſelf : And he hath vnderſtood al in 
Illum quidem erudi- the boſome of his eternal Father , and from his owne wiſdome , which is noothe 
rorem elige , quam then his Eſſence. He was promiſed from the beginning of the world > Preached 
mags mireri7 mus: through al Ages , giuen as a pledge to the memory of al man-kind , fo long he- 
nihil magnificum do _. S 805 » S nd. F; . To 5 : 
cebix qu1 & ſe m{:il 43. Fre his comming was appoincd , his tyme , birth, lite, and death. He came a hi 
duceris, prefixed tyme , al inuironed with prodigyes and miracles , al com oſed of ver- 
tucs, making greatnes to procced out of the lowlines of his humble and paineful lik, 
| as lighting-flaſhes breake through the obſcurity of night. 
The foundations of 2+ What foundations think you hath he layd ot your faith&2 Men belece 
faith, mcn vpon a litle peice of paper , yea ow often vpon the breath of a filly word, 
And Icſus would not be beleeued but wryting his law with the rayes of 
an in finit number of Prophecies , which were vcrifcd in his Perlon ; with 
the bloud of more then ten millions of Martyrs , who ſuffered for his doing; 
with miracles ſo viſible and irrcprochable , that they changed eucn exccutioners 
into Confeſſours , and Tyrants into Martyrs. 

To ſpeake plaingly he might haue rycd you vnto him, and not made vic of 
my things : For what is more eſſential for the four dation of abelicte, chen the 
reuc|ation of the firſt Verity, which might haucbecn known to vs by tewer proofs 

Bur bchold his goodnes , and how he dealeth with our infirmnies , as to he 
willing to ſtrike vs ſo ſcofibly with reflex1on of the greatnefſſe of our faith, to 
winne vs to his dirc&tion, The Jewes ranne after a ſimple figure , and ryed them(el- 
ucs to weake elements, The Gentiles are filled with childiſh royes , and dotages, 
once. & oe Babefs which made the moſt Jearncd amongſt them to mocke at their religion , and ay, 
= hs 18. bw Thar should their Gods haue appeared aline , in ſuch manner «s they pamted them, the 
guft. 1.6, de cinitate would be accounted Monſters. In the hart of Mahumerans a + wanagPss law is 
Dei. planted with ſword and empalements ; No man is permitted to diſpute ypon it(,(o 
many ridiculous and ſhameful things there are in it ) which makes a ſoule recoyle n 
the very beginning , that hath neuer ſo little humanity. Bur Chriſtian religion ha 
appcarcd in the bolome of glory, euer holy, euer victorious , eucr oppoled by the 
wicked , and til triumphant oucr impiety. Ir is enriched by it's loſſes , glorihed by 
it's perſecutions , cftabliſhed by it's totterings , and honoured by it's wound. 
God for it hath opened al the moſt learned lips , directed al the beſt pens , al 
for it bound himſelfe with as many witneſſes , as there are letters in the Script, 
oo my da Mo Hauec not we then cauſe to proclaime with Terrullian : O how happre are we,to ſoy, 
feniwee & oe on: en2a70th his owne faith by oath to confirme ours! And are not we worthie of al vnhappines,f 
rams deo credimus ! We any whit diſtruſt this eternal Verity? 
Tercull, c. 4. depen, 3., You perhaps wil ſay , al it teacheth is very high , and that to be fairhfal 
onc muſt ( as it were ) ceaſe to be reaſonable. Bur tel not me faith is oppolit 
reaſon : It is atoue , not againſt it ; it commandeth oucr ſenfe to obey God; 
, Jabourcth to raiſe , not demolliſh ; or if it demolliſh , it is but by ruyning rebel 
That to be faithful lion , to cſtabliſh obedience, What is more reaſonable, then to ſubiect your reaſon 
is to be conforma- to God , and to ſuffer your ſelfe ſweetly to paſſe along in the current of this 


ble to Reaſon, {ant Authority , which hath drawn ſo many Ages after it, deſtroyed {o many errouB, 


gayned ſo many batrels, and wonne ſo many crownes ? Faith 1s a great guilt , 
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hough it be the ouift of the humble. [t 1s the firſt life of humane wnderſtanding , the Guillelm. Pariſl.. 
by the flone which ſerues for formdation of the citty of God, the virginity of the ſoule , rhe ſource fe moribus & Gmil- 
DF pateret al the felicityes of man-kind. Why arc you amazed , when God would _ Lugdan, de fi- 
de par- EW we you belecue that which is aboue your vnderſtiding,& ſurpaſſeth your knowlege? "1 = —_ 
16.emeſt happie ignorance ( laid S. Hillary ) which rather deſerueth reward then pardvn, s, gitar 8. de 
ithiand MN glen ove 1r4tetb to the word of God in that he cannit comprehend. Y ou (ce how pollicy is gui- Trinit, Haber non 
notes; MU &dby humane faith, withour which al the worid were nought bur diforter, and life #7 veniam , quart 
heaven Ml ;perpetual confulion : And yer you thinke it a ſtrange matter that God in his great P OT bo epchaks 
icy exaCteth a faith abſolutely divine to ſcrue as anentrance into your feliciry.If Neceſſity of faith, 
z then take away humane faith, and ſticke fait in the re{olution not to belecue any thing 
(0rER you (ce, you wil become a monſter, fit to be excluded from humane locicty; $; quod neſt jtur cve= 
ho can M jou wil diſturb the beds of the moſt chaſt wedlocks; you wil accule the modeſty dendum non «ſt , quo- 
» (ſag WY ofthe ſincereſt women; you wil make the children to be doubted , not onely by the modo ſernic _— 
dd alin WM @hers,bur the mothers alſo, who arc ſo oiten enforced to belecue mid wines and No- _— þ ox ag 
0 Other WU veces; you wil almoſt make doubt whether you haue a liucr, a hart , a ſplcen, or any c,den? g 
reached WE logs, nor wil belceue you hauc any thing, but that which you cannot behold witi.- S. « Augnp.. 1. de vi- 
ng be- MW ant death, Theſe are conſiderations which S. Angrſtine and 7 heodpret purſued in the ate credendi, | 
e at his Mf Treatiſes they wrot of faith, by which they ſhew the neceſſity of humane belecte,to 2" = Mn 
of ver- Wi paſſe-0n 7a to the divine, Then what occafion hane you to make your ſenſe rc- £5 com. 
ful life, WO bel againſt God, who becomes a ſurcty, for what he promiſeth vs; fince we euc- , 4peſtol, 
moment, muſt giue credit to the fidelity of moſt abictt perſons in the actions of 
belecue WW cuil life > Who ſeeth notrthatto take faith from Religion,is to teare the Alrar out of 
/ word, WF the Temple, the apple fromthe cye, and the hart out of humane body, | 
ayes of W Doc you not conlider likewiſe, thatit was an inuention worthy the Eternal Wiſe Great prouidence 
| 3 with I dome to draw ys to him by three degrees , which are as three heauens obfcruable of God inthe cſta- 
oftrin; n nature , and abque nature 2 The firſt is that of ſcience , the ſecond bluhment of BRA. 
utioners WF of faith , the third of glory. Science appertcyneth not to the whole world : Al are x a@amiu, 
remitted ro Jive wel , but few to ſpeake wel. Some haue not wil for it, others 
ſe of ſo MW meanes, Some hauc no inclination , Others can neuer.make application, Necds muſt 
then the thenchree parts of man-kind be depriued of the knowledge of things mvſt dinine, 
prooty! WF adperſeucr in ignorance , according to the ynhappines ot accidents , without the 
as to be WF bepof fairh which repleniſheth vs with the knowledge of God. Befides , we find 
ath, to I frences are extremely ſophiſticate,as wel through the weakenes of our ynderſtan- 
themle- W tag; as the corruption of our manners. Academies are framed as pallaccs of veri- 
lotages, P it is ncucr (o il handled, as in places where ſheyw is made to adore it. Vnder 
as of defence it 1s rent Cen as the ancicnt Telerias,it is ſtrangled in 
m, they mking much of it. What inconucnicnce then doe we find, it God, to remedy this 
| Jaw WF mifryhath giuen vs faith , which contenterh the whole world by it's vniucrſality, , | 
n it(,o W vraſſureth al wel compoled minds by it's certainty, If the perfection of our nature - ' play ts 
coyle n WW had been limited within natural actions , diuine faith had nor needed to condut vs: " 
jon hath WJ Bitfince God hath called vs to a felicity abouc nature , were it rot fit we were di- 
d by te I wedtherero by a ſupernatural knowledge? 
4 Conſequently looke on the Operation of religion , the ſecond note of it's ex- The pouerful ope- 
wound. Rlency : you thal ſce the fountaine of Mardechens, which in the beginning crecpeth rations of our Re- 
ns , awith little noyſe through the meadowes, and in an inſtant tutncth into a great ligion. 
Criprurt. W mer, and this riucr into 1i ght,and this light into a ſun ; bur a fun which affordeth luſ- Efibey 10, 
 ſey,60 rand water to al the world. 
ppmes 11 The powers of the world which glitter with ſo much pomp, haue this almoſt 
. , {| Xproper to them, to be either ynprofitable, or maligne. What did thoſe great Phi- 
: fairhfu blophers, who framed worlds in their Idzas? Whar did the Plaroes, Ariſtorles and 
lewes Could they cuer perfuade any one filly hamlet to live ynder thoſe goodly 
i Common-wealths they inſtituted on paper?W hart did the Alexanders,Ceſars and Pom- 
1g rebel wes, with al their forces, but tend to the deſtruction of man-kind?Ir isa ſtrange thing p;;, + art 
"Ya the laſt of them cauggd a Temple to be built to Minerna, oucr the gate wherof he Cruet vanie y of. 
his pul Gmanded to be engrauen,that he had taken, routed,and fllayne'tw0 millions, ohe hun- Pompey. | 
fower-ſcore and three thouſand menzpillaged, or ſunck cight hundred forty 
IK fix 
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ſix ſhips, made deſolate one thouſand fue hundred thirty cight Cutties, and Townez, 
Bchold how the great ones of the earth make themlelues remarkable as dreadful Co. 
mers by the ruihe ofthe whole world. Burt Jeſus in eſtabliſhing his Religion woulq 
notbe powerful but to doc good,fince, He rs the Alamant (laith Salwianus ) who hs 


O 


— de prowid. _1, oe this mighty maſſe of Iron of al Ages with the bands of his lowe, and linely affections 


4. | 
Chalybem affeIn foward man ind. FRE 
quaſs ſpirance ſuſ* How can the tree be better known, then by the fruits? And vpon what may one 


pendens amoris ſui more reaſonably ground the udgement made of Religion , then vpon the works: 
mmmaconl therof2 | 
What haue al other Religions taught,but to cur the throats of children to imbrye 
Altars of Idols with bloud ; but to create ordures , and abominations, to couer ſeerer 
milchcifs with the veyle of hypocrite, to authorize tables, and cannonize vice: Byr 
Chriſtian Religion is thar alone which brought piety into the world , where it wa; 
before ynknown. It is that which hath cruſhed murdrous and adulterous Gods, vnder 
the ruines of their Temples, which demolliſhed prophanc Altars , luppreſſed Sacrif.. 
ces ofhumane bloud, deſtroyed Amphithcaters wacre they gloryed to teare men in 
pieces, which confounded witch-cratts , tamed pryde ,quayled couctoutnes , ſtopped 
the inundations of luxury , repreſſed extrauagancics ot ambition,choked enraged de. 
ſircs of auarice, and turned a land of Tygers, Leopards,and hery Serpents, intoaP;. 
radice of delights. It is that which drew trom heauen 21 the vertues, wherof ſomehaq 
before been vahcard of , others conremned , the reſt perſecuted, Ir is that which 
taught humility, chaſtity, virginity,modeſty,temperance,tuſtice,and tortitude:Tha, 
which diſcoucrd true prudcnce, which opened the ſources of contemplation, 
which furniſhed out the Hoaſt of Religious Orders which brake ſo many chaynes 
of the world , trampled ynder-foot ſo many Idols of gold and filuer , ſcatcd poucr- 
ty in the throne of giory , erected ſtatues of innocency , eftablithed punity cutnin 
thoughts. Is it not that which ſo many Martyrs , Contefſours , Doctors, Virgin 
hauc done, whoſe triumpl.s we dayly honour ? Is 1t not vpon thee , that Jeſus ha- 
ung vanquiſhed ſo many monſters , imprinted the rayes Of his ſanctity , which is 
preſcrued , and maintained cuen in the corruption af Ages inthe perſons of foaw- 
ny as God hath reſerucd to himſelte 2 Muſt we not conteflc , thar a lite lcd accor- 
ding to the doGirine of leſus Chr:ft is a maniteſt conuiction ot a] errours , andalitle 
miracle in the world: 

. From thence when we conſider by what meanes our Sauiour hath wrovglt 
this cſtabliſhment , which are found ſo contrary to al humane wayes, and how he 
acterh in ſuffering , how he drawcs to him in reieEting,how he is exalted by his abs 
{irgs,glorityed Ly his ignominy,cnriched by poucrry; how he doth raiſe by deſtroy- 
ing,how he lives by his death, & is etcrnized by dying: This is it which tranſporah 
humane ynderſtanding into admiration of the greataes of our Religion. 

The regoſe which 6. Finally it you alſo caſt your eye on this laſt perfeEtion of Repoſe , you ſkil 
our faith promi- wel vnderſtand , how Alexander aftcr he had conquered the Perſians being,defirous 
ſerh. ro paſſc into the Indies , thoſe who thought they were at the worlds end , dillwaded 
Tempus eft Alexan- him and fayd , It was tyme for Alexander to reſt , where the ſun and the worldendel 
_ cum orbe & But our Religion gocs much further then the tun , and this inferiour condition of 
= ek the world. Ir hath the roral vmuerle for obiect of it's trauel, and the Kingdome of 

; : heauen for it's repoſe. Al other Sects propoſed pleaſures to themfelues for oLictet 
(a Scimus quoniem ſe TNCIT pretenſions , which _— make them detire the body of a horſe , or a hogy: 
rerreſiris domus no. tO EnioY it with the more aduantage, Bur God lifting vs vp to himlclte aboue the 
fire habitauonis hu- trackcs of the ſun and ryme , promuſeth the ſame delights which he hath for hin- 
ius diſſoluitwr, quod (<\fo j1 the vilion , poſicfſion , and fruition of that diuine face , which makes al the 


__ 45 nonn. B Happy. (4) We Know this houſe of morter and clay failing, wherewith we are conered , God 


manufuffam eter. Path prepared an eternal building for vs mn beautn , not made by the band of man , as the 
namin celis. 2, Apoſtle affureth vs, and as we thal deduce towards the end of thetc treartiles. 1 hi- 
Cor. C. ther it is our faith paccth roundly on, beholding with a purifycd cye the ligins0! 
Inwiſcbilem tam- ) 

quam videns ſuſti- 
nuit, Hebr. 11. 27. 


heauen a Ged mnuiſible asif he were already viſible. Vnto this lite it 15 we prepare our 
foules,and beginon earth to make the firſt eſlayes of Beatirude. 
7 


EREASESSIFEFSFSSFEEEEF.D:_S HATES SS þpHr=—>FRUSSDStS_SPDPRLaSS?2 


VINES, 
| Co- 
ould 
obath 
(lions 


y One 
Orkes 


nbrue 
lecret 
C2 Bur 
It waz 
vader 
acrifi= 
hen 11 
opped 
edde- 
)a Pe 
ne had 
Which 
That, 
ation, 
1aynes 
OuCT- 
Yen in 
irgins 
us ha- 
ucn is 
ſo Ma- 
accor- 


a litle 


GS-22 LIGETTN 


5 
_ I thendemand of you ( O Noble men) whether al this wel conſidered , you Errours of the ti- 
ought not to abhorre theſe petty vndertakers,who ſeem to come into the world, not CE , . , , 
orecciue Rules of faich init, but to preſcribe them. They who cannot reforme a + Tran. 
yin the workes of Nature, wil make themſclues Monarchesih the belcete of our Fidem porins ipſecon- 
ath,and trick vp anew this great worke of Religion, which deriues it's accompliſh- fuuunz quam acci- 
nent from God, "They belicue what pleaſeth themſclues, to diſplcaſe the prime Veri- 9% 
and create anew ſymbol inthe chymezraes of their wits, to introduce an impie 

imo Chriſtianity, Necds muſt they haue a fing at the Bible, as if it were the booke of 
:man ; labour abour the fouritaine-heads of the fower riuers of terreſtrial Parallice, 
the ſpeaking ſerpent , Noes Arke, the Tower of Babel , the red {ea,the iaw-bone and 
foxes of Samſon, as if the —— of God were nota pledge ſufficienr — Terewl. de proſerips 
againſt al theſc weakneſſes,an curiolityes of wit : which, aith T ertull;an, are doCtri- Jofrine demonum 
nes of diuels, grownevpto pleaſc the itch of incredulous cares, We muſt belicue one prorientibus awri+ 
Anicle,and leaue another; belicue the Trinity , and doubr of the Sacrament , Inuoca- 9s nate. 
won of Saints, Purgatory, Images, and Ceremonies of the Church, as if it were not 
eident,that who ons diuideth faith hath none at al. It is not muchtothe LF: $6 
&purc of Religion,after the ſweat of Confeſſours , bloud of Martyrs, and ſo many 
millions of miracles. Neuer would belicfe be fo ſick ,. were it not preceeded by the 
tath of yertue, al wil be oy for them, who looſe piety the root of happineſſe. 
But whar repoſe hath a Cathoh ce, who may dying lay : [ruſt td God for 4 guift which 
camot proceed but from God. 1 dye in the faith of Conſtantine, Theodoſws, Clodoueus, The act af 
$.Lewes and ſo many millions of Saints. 1 goe where al the wiſeſt and moſt entire part of man= ,, oc. Corkoli. 
ld doth goe. 1 follow the authority of eighteen General Conncels,wherin al Ages aſſembled to- ke, 
aber the wiſeſt menof the world. 1 dys in the beliefe of the Church which is profeſſed through- 
ad the habitable world. The lining and the dead; The ſtones and Marbles of the Tombes of 
me Anceſiours ſpeake for me ; The ſtarres wil fal from the heauens before my faith can be 


en. | 7 | | 

And therfore ( 0 Catholikes ) ſtrike ar Heauen-gate by continual prayer ; aske of | 
heFather of lights aliuely Faith, a moſt ſincere zeale towards your Religion, ſuffer = -- _ onger; 
wt your iudgement to change in the maſly compolition of body , plunge irnot in Religion. 
mſuallity,polliſh it forthe great fruition of God , entertaine it with conſideration 
ehis beauty , nouriſh it with antipaſtes of his glory. It onely appertaineth to ſen- 
ual ſoules, black, and diftruſtful , to ſufter themſelues to fal into pulillanimities, and 
fintneſſe, which leſſen theeſteem we _ haue _ our vocation towards Chrifſtia- 
tity, It onely appertanieth to carnal ſpirits , and who want faith in the houſe of VN. 
lid to {et the Shs, and affaires of bs world aboue Religion, But you ( o Great any Parkes? 
wen) learne hercafter to value your (clues, not by theſe fraile, & periſhable bleſſings, cyprien.de mortali- 
which enuiron you , by that skin which couers you, by thoſe falſe ornaments of life rare. 
which diſguiſe you,by al thoſe beautyes, which neuer are neerer ruine , then when 
they moſt ſparkle with luſtre. Learne to behold al humane things from the top of 
thePalace of Eternity, and you ſhal ſee them like rotten pieces , whichpoſleſſea no- 
thing of times infinity, Why doe we heareentertaine our {clues with earthly conſi- 
&ratins, as fire, which abſented from it's ſpheare is fed with fat and coales, Ler ' 
Yopen our boſomes to theſe faire hopes , wherwiththe Religion we profeſle (weet- 
lyrepleniſherh our harts, We no longer are pilgrimes , and vagabonds nor ſtrangers Epheſ: 2. 
the Teſtaments : but Citizens of Saints, and the domeſtikes of God : built on the 
foundation of Apoſtles, and Prophets, on the fundamental ſtone which is Ieſus Chrif, 
Letvsenter into this goodly trayne of Ages , into this admirable fellowſhip of Pa- 
rap xrryrs,and Virgins, Let ys haſten to the ſources of light, and neuer end, 

in infinity. 
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| to make of hu faith and Religion. 


THE PERSIAN CONST ANCIE. 


(7) © che eſtimation ofthings eternal doe nor,as yer, ſufficient 
. q ly penetrate your hart , refle& on that , which ſo many ya- 
ltant Champions haue done , to preſcrue a bleſſing, which 


Drawne out of _.. 
Theodoret,Cafſio- N 


C; 2, 
Epiphenius Scolaſti- 
Cas 


dorus, and Epipha- Cri ooffeſſe b pry 2 Y 
nes. you preſent elſe by grace, and which you otttn gif: 
Theedores l. 5 X eſteem rea. s runs} 

3 \N I wil i one example amongſt a thouſand , able 


(p! ro inuite the imitation of the moſt vertuous , and admirz- 
Caſiied. hiſtor, 7 tion ofalthe world, In the tyme when Theodofius the yor- 
gripers.l, 10 c. 32. rv » ger ſwayed the Eafterne Empire, the Perfyens, who had 
; wh 5, eam% beenmuchgayned by the induſtry of the Emperour Arcadras his father , and afer- 
| (KA ward entertained by his infinit ſweerneſſe, and courteſy , liued in good correſpon- 
dence of amiry with the Chriſtians; ſo that many of our Religion aduentured them- 

ſelues in their territory, ſome to make a fortune in the court, others for pleaſure, many 
for commerce, and the reſt there ro eſtabliſh true picty. | 
Marters of Religiorfprocecded then very n—__ the moſt eminentmen 

of the Kingdome ſlut vp their eyes againſt the Sun, which this Nati6 adored, toopen 
them to the Eright Aurora of Chriſtianity. Bur as there are ſome who neueremoy 
any thing , ſo there are others who neuer haue enough. Some Chriſtians not con- 
rented with their progreſſions , which were wel worthy of praiſe , thought they loſt 
Helinendus apud Al, out of the deſire they had to leaue nothing vndone, Which is the cauſe, I muchay- 
Ficentinom. prout thoſe Ancients, who placed the images of wiſdome ouer the gates of great 
F ſus me genuis, houſes with this inſcription : Experience #s my mother. So the wiſeſt and moſt expe- 
rienced thought, nothing was to be precipitated , and thar meane aduancements ac- 

companicd with ſafery , were more to be valued then great ſplendours which drew 

precipices,and ruines after them. On the contrary , yong and heery ſpirits thruſt al v- 

pon extremity, ſuppoſing their power extended to the meaſure of their paſſion. No- 

ching is more daingerons 1n any affaire then when indiſcret feruour takes the maskeot 

zeale,or that a feauer of Reaſon paſſeth for averrue. Al his thoughts are deifyed, his 

foorsſteps ſanctifycd , and although nothing be doae for God, it is ſayd al is for 


Indiſctet zeale. 


him. 
Biſhop Anrdas,a manendowed with great and fingular vertues, butextreamly ar- 
dent,andvnableto adapt his zcaleto the occaſton of times , needs would countenance 
the humour of the blind multitude, and-went out in the midſt of the day to deſtroya 
Audas deſtroyeth Pyrzum, which was a Temple wherinthe Perſians kept fire to adore it, Men quickly 
ec n_— enflamed in matters of ICS notto raiſca great ſedition which cameto the no- 


C tons fe l . : 
os ef Relk- rice of King 1{degerdes. Andas is ſent for, to giue an account of this act : He defendeth 


gion. hirmſelfe with much courage, and litle ſucceſſe for the Chriſtian's beneh : for the 
Others Baranaucs, King turning his proper iultification into crime,condemnes him vpon payne of death 
or Goronaues, | 1 —_—_— Temple he had demoliſhed ; which he refuling ro doc was preſently 


— a ſacrificed to the fury of Pagans, Theodoret blaracs himthar he vaſcaſonably ruined 
ation. the Temple, and conuinceth him by the example of S,Paul, who ſceing in Arbew 


many 


as <a Da _ = 
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many Altars dedicated to falſe Gods, contented himſelfe with refuting the errour 
without making vſc of the hammer to deſtroy it , as wel fore-ſecing the tyme was nor 
come : yet withal commended this man , who rather choſe death then to become 
an Authour of impicty in the rec{tabl:{hment of this Temple. $5 : p 
The rage of Idolaters by the Magr (profeſſed cnemies of our Religion) was not — periccus» 
wholy extinin the bloud of Andas, but ſtirred vp a violent perſecution, which © 
{moſt proceeded tothe vndermining the foundatiss of Chriſtian Religion in Perſe, | 
Wen were euery-where ſeen to be flayed and roaſted; picrced with bodkins , and ar- 
rowes, thereby we ſpectacles of tcrrour , and: pitty to al thoſe who beheld 
them. Some were expoled to waſpes in the boyling ardours of the ſun : Others 
hrown into caues, and places filled with infection, to be deuoured by rats, and {Jow. 
hgnawn by vgly vermine : Their members tel in pieces , and their lite daily diſtilled 
kooaiter dro >,thcir faith ynſhaken which the {word of perſecution ſought for euen 
n thcir intrayics, Their members were not rormented, for they had none; but 
wounds, for they were al ouer couered with them : and as torments redoubled one 
yon another , gaue no endto their ſuficrings , lo God found the meanecs to finiſh 
their payne,and lite by the cternity oftheir crownes, | 
The King ſcenig ſo dreadful tortures rather ſcrued to publiſh the gloty of the com- 
tatanrs,then ruine their vertue, reſolued ypon other crueltics, which being apparatly 
kſe violent, werein effe& much more peraitious, 2; 
There were among the Chriſtians two Lords of prime quality, the one where- 
of was called Hormrſdas , the other Suenes , who keing the two eyes of the Court,and 
ſandard-bearers ot Chriſtianity,the endeauour of the Gentiles was moſt violent a- 
ganſt them to force them toabiure Religion. Hormiſdas is hrſt ſummoned toreturne 1x. ic44. 1nd the 
the Perſian ſuperſtition , and bcing (ent torto the palace, the King who much eſtee- ftreogrh ofhis wil. 
med him, both tor his greatnobility (for he was of the bloud Royal ) as alſo for the 
ſeruices his father had done to the crowne inthe quality otche Gouernour of a Pro- 
unce, vnwilling to looſe him , he made tryal of al ſorts of allurements , ro gainc him 
o his opinion, oy NE” 
But the Eraue Champion ſtood firme 1n his beleefe, telling the King with many 
acellent reaſons, that deſtroying the faith of true God in Perſia, he would burythe 
loyalty due to his Maicſty in the ruines therof : which was the cauſe that [degerdes 
nſtead of yealdin gthe homage he owedto reaſon and truth, became furiouſly chol- 
krike, ſo that degrading him of honour , and confiſcating al his goods, yea leauing 
lim nought ar al, but a poore paire of linn breeches,he ſent him our to keep the camels 
the Army; adding to this great inhumanity the moſt barbarousskorne could be in- 
xented againſt a Gentleman endowed with ſo excellent parts. But this couragious 
tart, which had ſtudycd the glory of the Croſle inthe deep abyſſe of the ignominy of 
kw, draue camels before the eycs of an Army , wherin he had commanded , with 
alacrity as others gouerne Empires, and thought his nakedneſle more glorious, 
ten the purple of Monarchs, we 
The King one day beholding him our of a chamber window amongſt the camels, 
maſted vnder the ſcortching Sun,& al couered ouer with duſt,felt his hart mollifyed 
ytheeffect of his owne cruelty , and calling him into his palace, after he had layd be- 
fore him the worth of his extraction ., and the noble imployments wherwith he 
tant ro honour him, he c\othed him with rich apparel, , and coniured him by al 
te wayes of freind(lpto returne to the throne of honour, by forſaking his Religion, 
dn Hormiſd.cs diſplealed with ſuch diſcourſe,tooke the robes were caſt oucr his ſhoul- 
&rs, and tore them in picces in the King's preſence, ſaying : Sir , keep your guifts and 
Wpreties, and know Hormildas wil never doe any thing vnworthy his courage:which was the | 
aſc Hildegerdegthruſt himnaked our of the court , and ſent him back againe to his 
anels, where he ware out a long and payful martyrdome. 
The ſame ſtorme fel at that time vpon Sucnes , one of the wealthieſt and moſt ®nesPerſecuted, 
powerful in the Kingdome, and who had athoulſand ſeruants in his family. Officets 
Mere ſent to ſcaze on his whole eſtate poſſeſſed by him , not. ro main- 
ane riot but cheriſh piety; ſo that in a ſhort time ,- he: ſaw himſelfe reduced to 


B 3 baggary, 
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beggary. But he weighing how Almighty God, who clothcth heaven with beauryes 
of light, and inthe ſpring-rime makcs a garment tor the carth , bordered and adorned 
with ſo many millions of flowers had tor vs put-on nakedaneſfſe ; ſcorned al theſe 
violences and ſaid aloud , They were not neer raking away the treaſure of fairit be bare in 
he; hart, who attempred it on this ſilly moneable of fortune. 

The King,purpoſcly ro afflict him the more,took al his children trom him to 
thruſt them unto {eruitude and fetters , it they would follow their fathers example: 
wherwith ſomc-whart ſoſtned , ſeeing they ſnatched from between his armes thoſe, 
who in theimbecillity of age had more necd of his example, then wealth, he kifſin 
them ſayd : Children, keep conflantly the faith of your poore father , and le.mme greamneſſe ing 
worldly fortunes to others. You shal ener be wealthy enongh, if you perſiſt loyal ro God. Faith 
wil wipe aw.ry your tezres, wil enrich yonr powerty , glorify your chaines, and mmortalize the 
honour of your death.This perſecution 15 a cloudthat pa ſeth , but we shal quickly behold 4bricht 
day, which neither admitteth end , nor darkneſſe. This conſtancy which ihould make a] 
the world wonder exaſperated the inhidels , {o, that daily {ecking our al the wayes 
how to torment, and burne him with a ſoft fire, they aduiſed to giue the confilce- 
tionof al his goods to one of his ſeruants , who had been rhe-moſt treacherous , and 
cruel againſt his Maſter, He had nothing left but a wite, who poſlciſcd in his hart the MI 7 
place of thoſe chaſt correſpondenries , which the law of God afforded him , and ſhe 
inthe beginning making a ſhew of willingneſſe inſeparably to follow the fortune of 
her huſhand, much comforted this generous ſoule, who thought nothing was his, bue N 
What he gained to Jeſus Chriſt. 

But beholda ſtrong battery to take from him the remainders of his conſolation, 
'The King cauſed this woman to be vehemently ſollicitcd tomake a diuorce from her 
huſhand, andto marry his ſeruant , ro whom he alrcady had giuen pollcſſon of his 
=_ eſtate. This atthe firſt a little ſtartled the ſoule of this Lady,the yer hauing ſome 

umanity in her , but ſaw her ſelfe encompaſſed with many kinred and worldly 
freinds , who ſuggeſted according to the Maximes of impiety : That it was 4 folly to 
forſake a bleſcing Fa preſeyt, torun after a fantaſy of felicity. That the command of Kings muſt 
be obeyed, who are viſible God's on earth. That a husband _ of al bis meanes , retaynth 
nothing of man,but body, nor can any longer be 4 hbusband. That she married him toline, andra 
give life to orhers by lone,not ro cut her owne throte ; and her childrens , through wickeduſe. 
That a man who renorncerh honour can no more pretend tonature. To conclude that it is wed, 
which makerh men, «nd that it was no dishonouy to marry 4 ſeruant, who 15 the fawrite of « 
mighty King : We came not into the world to be Mafters of fortune, but to yeald to it's Empne, 
What content canthere be to walke vp and downe townes and cittyes like a beggar, following « 
husband,the obieft of the worlds langhter, and reſernc al is left of his miſerable body to ſwords 
and flames? 

So much were her carcs beaten with ſuch like diſconrſes ; that through a moſt 
vnſpeakable cowardice ſhe forſook her religion and huſhandto marry this ſeruant, 
who ſeemed noble enough, ſince he had the golden fliece, The King lecing ſhe had 
rn, added for ful accompliſhment of ivhumanity , that S»encs ſhould rcmainein 

is owne houſe, as a {laue to his wifc and ſeruant, Behold heer the extremity of a 
wordly miſeries. Yeald rhy-ſelf vp ( ſayd one ) poore Suencs : ſeeſt thou not that of ſo many 
palaces, and ſuch treaſures , there is nat left for thee ſo much as a houſe conered with ſtubble; 
fo many children none to cal thee father? Is it not time to forſake thy faith, ſuce sbe who ſlept by 
thy ſes hath left thee? Wert thou amone ft the chaines of Leſtrigons , and Tartarcs, thas WY ders | 
mighft breath 4 more wholeſome ayre : But to behold thy-ſelfe a ſlaue to thy ſeruant in thi I "ore 
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75 1t poſsible , but toouer-throw the moſt ſtable conſtancy in the world? 

Burt Swexes aſſembling together al the forces of his hart, ſaid: fitbleſſe and perjidiow What 
diſcourſes Al 15 taken frum me, but they cannot take away Iefus Chriſt. 1 follow him in li- Tt 
berty and bondage , in proſperity and aduerſity, in life and death : whilſt one ſmal rhreadef if Perlo, 
remaines m my 5 one filly ſparke of breath vgon my lips, I wil combat againſt the gatts 


Hel, and al the Layes of impiety. O power ot the ſpirit of God ! O divorce trom wy 
at the TL. | an 


OF THE ESSENCE OF GOD. g 
ad bloud ! O ſpectacle worthy co be beheld by Angels ouer the gates of Heaucn 
with admiration ' A mantodye in ſo many indignities , ſuch puniſhments , fuch 
kaths , without dying , without complaint, growing wan, or ſpeaking any one 
word vnworthy the lips ofa Chriſtian ! What is it to be puiſſant, Eur to brauc althe 

wers of carth , and Hcl 2 What is it to be rich , but to place al ybur treaſures in the 


hart of God ? 


alltycs 
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bare m 
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nfica- WM __ 

hm, THE PR OPHANE COVRT: e THE HOLY COVRT. 

nd ſhe e | 

nn" That it is fit to obey Nature ;5 That nothing is ſo knowne as 


u5,ou WY other duuinity being moſt vn- $ God, although not acknowled- 


ation, W hwws. ged through our ingratitude. 

m her 

of his CTN 1K Philoſopher heterofore _ for a man with a candle 

{ome 9 atnoon-day : and nov a-daycs the witked ſeek Godina cleare and 

Yridly F ful light, and when they haue found him; become blind by their 

olly to z owne lights ,1n thar they {eenot him , who is notto be known, but 

55 myſt V in the quality of a iudge puniſhing their offences. Out alas ! what is 

ayneth 7” man, without God 2 Terrull:ian ſpeaking of the countrey about the Tertull. azerſ. 

andto WM Enine fea, ſaithitis a Region ſeperated from the commerce of men, as wel by the Marcin. l. 1.c. 1. 

dneſſe. WW jrouidence of Nature , as the reproach of it's bruriſhneſſe, It is peopled by moſt Excellent deſcri- 
; ah, OY F cas tion of Tertul- 

edtb, WM age Nations, which inhabit, it we may ſo ſay, a wandring cart, that ſerues them _ 

re of « MW fr houſe; a habitation which though perpetually in motion , is leſle inconſtant, 

mpne, hen their manners. Their aboad is vncertaine, their life wholy lauage , their luxury 

wg 4 iſcuous , and indifferent for al ſorts of obiects. They make no icruple to {erue 


ſwords FF u, the fleſh of their parents in a feaſt with beeffe and mutton , and thinke the 
Gathof ſuch curſed , who dye when they no longer are fitto be eaten. Sexe ſoftneth 
; moſt WM itwomen in this countrey ; for they leare off their dugs being yorg , and make a 
ruant, WW Waffe ſerue for alance, kcing otherwile ſo feruent in battayle , that they had much 
be had Wl aber fight, then marry. 'The Climare, and elements are as rigid, as their manners. 
inein WE Theday is neuer right , the ſun neuer ſmileth , nor isthe sky any thing , but acon- 
7 of al I taved cloud. "The whole yeare is a winter, and the wind cuer North. Ice robbes 
» many I em of riucrs ; and if they haue liquor, the fire affords ir, The mountaines are ſtil 
ble; WW covered which ice , and ſnow. Al is cold in this countre , but vice , which eucr 
lept by MI furneth, Yer 1 muſt tel you, ( ſaith he ) there is not any x bile amongſt theſe won- 
-s, ths WO &rs more prodigious , then wicked Marcion. For where ſhal we tind a Monſter 
; thin © ore odious , or a man in nature more ſenſeleſſe , then him , who didnot acknow- 
boy bh the diuinity, and wil hauethe cauſes , and ſublime reaſons giuen him of the 
ence of God, which neuer were , now hal be : for then there would be ſome- 

-ſdiow I Vhat abouc God. ; 
, inli- WU The Emperour Tiberius hauing conceiued ſome good opinion of divinity in the 
lof lift Perſon of our Sauiour , was willing to ranke him in the number of other God's, but 
ares f © Wasnot exccurcd , becauſe it mult paſſe by decree ofthe Senate : and God, who is 
-n ici I that which he is by nature , regarded not the iudgment of men to authorize his 
and | B 4 Diuinity, 


bl 


Humano atbitratw 
diu/niias penſitatur: 
nfs homimi Dews pla- 
cueris Deus no eris, 


Tertull. Apel.c.s. 
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Nec quicquam ref-rt diuinity. Yonwere a5 good deny God ( ſaith Arno1us ) as to make the truth of his I. 
D:umneges , an aſſt- ſence depend vponthe weakeneſſe of humane rca(01, 

"Y 1. Iaske of you whetherther? be anie thing in the world more preſent with ys 
Anob. I. 1. and more familiarly knowen thenour ſelte , our fubſtance, our life , our being » It 
God is beterknown ſcemeth ( ſay you ) it is the molt certaine of our knowledges. Now if I ſhew , the 
to vs then our ſel- ſcience we haue of God is farre ſtronger , more vndoutred , and inuincible , thenthe 
RES, knowledge we haue of our ſelfe, I neceſſarily conuince the 1gnorance ofthe Diui. 

nity is ſtupid, vagrareful , and puniſhable with al the rigours of eternal iuſtice, 

I pray telme , what ſo certaine knowledge can you haue of your ſelfe ? Haue you 
it bythe knowledge ot hiſtory , which 1s a reaſonable know edge ; by reuclation, 
which is extraordinary , by prophecie which is myſterious , by faith which is inf. 
lible 21 doe not ſee youalleadge any of theſe for confirmation of your owne being, 
You haucno proofes ( ſay you ) more certaine , then your ſenſcs , which you kngy 
notwithſtanding to be brutiſh, decetuers, and decciucd in f o many obicCcts. You heare 
your ſclfe ſpeake , you {mel your lelfe , you touch your ſelte ; & forthat youaffirme 
you are, although you haue not any knowledge of the better part of your body, þ 
the moſt noble Pt. within you, butbythe hclp ot a mirrour, Nay you know (0 litle 
of your ſ{clfc , that ſcarcely haue you ob{crued the number of your tecth : and being 
farre from the particular diſtinction of the intcriour parts of your Lody , ſhould 
you enter into the great lal: yrinths of the facultics of your {oule, you would quick- 
ly find out your owne ignorance. 

Compare now the ſcience you haue of your ſelfe , with the great _—_ , Which 

"IP. lcad you to the knowledge of the Diuinity, Firſt we are Lorne ro know God, 
C 1 : —_ = the excellent Diuine Alexander Alenſis diſcourſcth : becaulc if the {oucrai gne Good- 
A ſingular conſide- eſſe be neceſſarily defired by our reaſonalle appetite , we muſt afhrme the ſupreme 
ration of Ales, truthisno leſſe capable to be knowne by our vnderſtanding : and as we are naturallj 

inclined to the ſcarch of this ſoucraigne Good, which may take vp althe agirations 
of our thoughts, ſo we feele our ſoule almoſt without any other reflection, ſtirred 
vp with a generous defire to be vnitcd to the firſt cauſe. We behold it through {g 


many creatures as through lattices, andit {eem2s to {peake to vs in as many otieds, 
as we [ce works of it's Goodneſle, It mak<th vs reſtleſſe , it {cortchcth vs with an 
honeſt lame , which tcacheth vs there is a God , and rhar we are created for him;nor 
1s there any other creaturein al vifible nature, which labourcth in ſuch 1nquiſition, 
but man : "This ardent inclination to this k nowledge, is notaſlight facility of (Gience, 
and we ſee conſtant ſtudy is ordinarily recgmpenced with the fruition of it's obieR, 
God moſt eaſy to 2, Tlikewile hold, God of his part is very welto be knowne, hauing al thecon- 


be known, ditions , which may make a thing knowne, as Eflence, immutatility , mp 


| .  brightneſſe,& preſence. If you there looke tor Being , which is a neceſſary obicdtef 
N «ang, lamiico.1. | : . 4 W 
ele obir i xe} FDC Vnderſtanding,as colour of fight : God faith S. Gregory of Nazianzen , is acrealay 
ez Lach, £ ſſence , an Eſſence comprehending al things, If immutability , Origen reacheth,the Dw- 
Origenes howil. in nity tteth onthe top of beatitude , cucr conſtanr,neuer changeable : If brightneſk, 
_ 23- _ Godis allight, as the Scripture manitecſterh in ſo many places:If ſimpliciry;Faufu 
pq de graua. |. Biſhop of Rhegrum ſheweth , God 15 al what be hath : It continual —_— ; Porphi 
Ay" quod babes, confeſſeth, he 1s cucry-where, becaule he 1s not in any part, as bo = are. 'The Pot 
Deus vbique eft quia Orphens in his myſterious pocſy calleth him o*vT« as one would ſay light ſome al 
nulzibi eſt, viſible, to teach vs, al the worldis enfolded within his radiance, I wil not here 
inferre that one may hauc in this world an abſolute , and perfect knowledge of Gol 
as of athing finit ; but I ſay that amongſt ſo many lights , it 1s not admitted that a 
man ſhould be ignorant there is a God Creatour of al things. | 
Reaſon —_— 3. What Epicurian can dilinuolue himlelte fr6 Triſmegiſtus his reaſon, who teacheld 
Triſmegeſtus 142 were there nor an Eſſence neceſſary and independent , al we ſee, al we touch, 4 
Prog TE TEXTE we ferlcin the world, would h benig ; but this is meere illuſj herfote? 
"7 if wh we teelcin the world, would haue no benig but thisis meere illution. Whertor! 
Triſmeg, Poiman- Becauſethe things which may be, and not beindifferently , like fo many plants, 
der. c. 5. tranſitory animals , one while are , and another while are not. And we may truely ly 
| there hath been a certaine tyme , wherin they neither had being , nor name 10 


world, Now , as nothipg can actuate, and produce it-{c}fe , muſt we not con 
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OF THE ESSENCE OF GOD. 


had there notbeen,from al eternity a firſt Agent, which gaue motion to ſo many 

uſes, enchained one to another , wherof they are produced , wherein we preſcntly 
Holdthis great world , al had been anothing, For of two we muſt grant one,cither 
the world is created , ornot created. If impicty tranſport a man 1o farre , as to 

vitis not created , but hath been from al eternity , he would cuer be conuinced b 

owne confeſſion , that there were ſuch atcing as we ſeeke for , eternal , neceſſary 
apendent, which is nothing clſe, but God : He would be reduced to this point , 
kc NO _ could deny the Diuinity ; but was onely ignorant what this Diui- 


i 


ut it toa Lody , as to Heauen , water, carth ; where he would inſtantly find 
lnſelfe aſhamed of his folly, to take for theDiuinity, a thing, which hath no vnder- 
kndirg and conſequent]y1s farre leſſe then himſelte, Inſtcad ofatrue God, he would 
ke a million of Deitycs , to become as many ſnares of his errour , and witneſſes 

kisbrutiſhneſſe. Bur if the world becrcatcd, ( whichit is not lawfulto doubt) of 
krethings we muſt affirme one; either that it produced ir-ſelfe , or that one = 
wk another , or that there was one caulc exterval , ſupreme , not to Le reckned 
00 gehe reſt , whichmade al the parts of the vniuerſe. To ſay athing made it-{elf, 


is, and inſtead of giving this titleto a moſt pure Spirit, as we doe; he would at- 90s «xeor us "_ 


avJcs TY ou. 
Proclus.l. 1, 


eAuthor libri de tri- 


woathrme it was befor it's _ , andrto aſſcucr a propoſition ridiculous to al hu- p{ hatrraculs apud 


wre vnderſtanding, But if to cuade this manifeſt c6rratiction one wil-maintaine one 
xremade another ; ſtil muſt he come to a laſt piece , which was produced Ly it-{elf, 
#iſofal againe into the ſame difficulty. Behold the reaſon why we muſt ſtick vpon 
eeral cauſe, out of the mayne wn of al cauſcs , and which affording eſſere, 
aſe, and intclligence to ſo many creatures, according to the condition, and qua- 
nesof cuery one, remayneth eternal , and immoucable, Now he who {ayes this 
meth there is a God. 

+ Butif ſome impious creature wil notwithſtanding perplexe the evidence of this 
Tpolition , imitating Sorcerers , who caſt miſts vpon.the brighteſt norr.ings, ard 
lyone thing produced another from father to ſonne ; ut that this lil mounteth 

mad in infinitum, and ſo thinke to make vs looſe ouriudgement and reaſon in 
lelabyrinth of infinityes; Firſt it is anſwered according to the doctrine bf Philoſo- 
ſiers; There is nothing in the world actually infirit ; and although an infinity of 
facrations of men, Leaſts, and other creatures were admitted ſtil muſt you con- 
this infinit maſſe of men , was produccd from acauſc indeperiet. For that which 
qeeth ro each part of a ſpecics , and which is properly by ir affected , agrecth like- 
ne tothe mayne of the whole ſpecies, as, if it ke proper to eucry man huing to vn- 
mand , and reaſon , it muſt Le inferred , the whole ſpecies is intellcEtual, and ra- 
;aal ; But in this infinit maſſe of men ſuppolcd , there can not any orc te —_— R 
Mo was not produced ; we therefore ma conclude, that al the maſſe is produced, 
tby it-ſclfe ( a matter we already haue refuted ) tut from another caulc indepen- 
atof this ſuppoſed maſſe : and this cauſe is God , which we proue, 

5, Secondly ( as lying is ingenious toruine it's owne labours ) they who ſuppoſe 
Winhniry of mmcencionn andefficient caules, deſtroy al forts of generations, when 
thinkero cſtabliſh them. For as a quantity cannot te divided into proportiona- 

,and correſpondent parts to the infinit , ſothereare no cauſes eſſentially ſul ordi- 

oneto another , which goe into this infinity : There muſt neceſſaril Le in ſuch 
Wotdinations a ht, which is acauſe of a middlc, and a middle the cuſs of a latter, 
Keſſarily al theſe creared eſſences , and which were bur in potentia , preſuppoſe 


lntially an actual eſſence, alwayes ſubliſting, which is a ſupportto al thercſt , as : 


beeerth hath al the picces of a building raiſed one vypon another. It muſt Eeto ring 
Minto the world, that your father acted after your grandfather, your grandfather 

your great grandfather by a continuation , diſtinct ard meaſured, as in a chayne 
tom the firſt linke to the laſt. For were there not a firſt , a middle, a laſt , there could 
Mbeeither order, or ſubordinatioN; and were there no ſuLordination , there could 
© no action, IF infinit number of wheeles muſt mouc to make a clock ſtrike ; ir 


Foſſe, Yuld never ſound , becauſe the ſwindge being to be giuen ro al the other from a 


kf wheele, this firſt wheele would neuer be found , Lecauſe ininfiniry there is = 


eAvug. tom. 9. 

Nibul ſeipſum creat. 
Qua enim pottrua,qus 
emnino neon ef}«t,ſeip= 
[um faceres. 

Deus imnatus , infe- 
ens , fine inino , fine 


» fine, in 101 migare 
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firſt, And although it were found , it could not communicate it's aCtiuity to the 
laſt ; otherwiſe irmuſt paſſe in a determinate time an infinir ſpace , which can ne. 
ucr be meaſured, If you depend from father to ſonne from an infinity of men 0 
be produced, (as you ſay) you could not be a man, for you muſt haue paſſed from 
infinit Ages , before you could come to the father , who begat you. And if One 

could paſſe ouer infinit Ages, ſee you not the infinit would be finit 2So much 
; forgetal truth, and reaſon in the Chymeras of your wit, And then what abſir. 
dity were it to grant to a Nature fo poore , and limitted , as is that of al COrry« 

ptiblechings, a conſequence of infinit cauſes; 

Cicero 2.denatur. 6, Bur let vs withdraw from theſe thornes , and not vrge at this tyme the 
Deor. reaſon which herctefore conuinced Epicurns , and guided him, ( brutiſh though he 
Quod neceſſe ſit pre- yyere ) to the knowledge of the Diuinity , when he figured to himſelfe , that ne. 
— — ceſſarily there was in the vniuerſe an excellent Nature cxalted abou al the reſt, and 
fe melius, is the beſt of al, and that this was God, Nor likewiſe let vs alleage what was toy. 
Scor, ini. diſt, z, ched by Scorus , who ſayth, a pure Act being poſſible and there being no income. 
q. 2: tibility between eſſence and purity of eſſence , it of neceſſity muſt be,, becauſe i 
me conatnn! formally excludeth al power , not yer actuated, Ler vs alſo paſſe ouer that of.(a) 
5m non eft aus Ariſtotle , taken from the neceſſity of a firſt Mouer , which Auerrees indocth 
| purus qus Pugnar for- very effectual. ; ; yn0 
mialiflime cum quauis 7, 1 demand of thee (0 brutiſh man ) who ſo often blemiſheſt thy knowledge bybi 
porentiatice. hos & ©) theimpurity of thy life, can one ſay a man is hidden , who were thewed by a hy 
i” - 9x69 kg !& thouſand lights , diſcouered by a thouſand voyces , a thouſand trumpers ; repre- i 
Lights of God in- ſented by athouſand pictures 2 Nay al creatures ( who wil carefully conliderthem) Miz! 
uincible. arc lights , voyces , images , which ſhine before the pauillon of the Diuinity , which 
Hamanis cordibuz oclayme , which hgure , which engraue it in our harts , with an cternal charakter, 
_ _—— legis The leſſons of the Ditanity are common to al the world ( ſayd Proſper : ) welearne themintle 
Q p —< oem | leanes of elements, and m the volumes of time : we cannot but remember them if we forget mtu 
ram ac volaminibus ſelues, We admirein Philoſtrarus (b) an Athenian Herod who appointed twenty fower 
gemporum communis, pages for his ſonne, cuery one of which bare the title of a Greeke letter that hemight 
& publica divin® carne his Alphabet By calling his ſcruants, But , © ingrateful man! God gaue thee 
__—_— deFrins . million of creatures » Which contributeto thy {cruice , to teach thee his name, who 
Proſp.l. 2; de voca, for his greatneſſe cannot be vaknowne , and for his Goodneſſe qught n0k to be 
Gentiurn. c. 4. neglected, I ſpeake not now of al the wonders of the world , wherof vie is made 
6)Philoſtr.'in vita cg proue the Diuinity, becauſe they arc {uffciently ſeen, and that it js the ordinary 
_—_ —_— de Place , wheron they dilate , who handle this ſubiect. It is impoſſible , ſayd Clemtd, 
—_—_ that a man who wil attcntiuely conſider fiue things appearing in the fabrike ofthe 
Hoc autemomne inwe- Vniuerſe ; to wit ,the contexture of ſo many , and ſo different parts , the order ofpro- 
niſſe ſumme ſapten- ductions, the relation one creature hath to another , their ends, and vſe, ſhould not 
tieeft , ffeciſſe ,vir- 2dmire, and know this great Al is made by a Nature ſoueraigne , predominutt, 
Gal -o7 gap vſu and Monarchal, which produced al things of vnity , and cauſed them to reenter into 
oe. 10, Tthemſclucs by the ſame vnity. So many rayes in a ſun, ſo many drops of water ina 
Alcontributes to _ river , ſo many rivers ina ſea, ſo many branches and leaues in a root , ſo manyk 
the knowledge of newes from the brayne , ſo many veynes frs aliuer , ſomany arteryes froma han, ſo 
God. many parts of acreature, ſo many motions of one principal, conſpire together to 
make vs vnderſtand this Firſt of ynityes. Two ſtrings cannot accord vpon a lut 
without the wit of a man, andſo many things high , and low, viſible , iauilibl, 
weighty, light, orcar, litle, hot, cold, liuing, notliuing, moueable, immoueable,ſe-M 7. 
ſible, inſenh1ble, can they agree without the ſpirit of God 2 The lines of Mathen Wo, 
ticians drawn vpon the land of the ſea-ſhore, make a man ſay who is in a deſer der 
Hand , that men hauepaſſed by ; becauſe neither beares, nor lyons trace ſuch likes W kg 1; 
gures : and cannot theſe yaſt heauens with al the enamel of their ſtarres , nor the Tt 
earth with al the riuers , and ſeas which moyſten it , make vs ſay , neceſſarily God ws yy , 
this way 2 If from the great ſchoole of the world, and the general voyce of naurWagt, 
thou dolſt paſle to ſciences, they al bearc on their browesthe markes of the Dwinity, tae) 
[The Mathemartician ſhewes thee the point , which maketh al lines ; The ArcthmYkea { 
rician the vaity , which cauſcrh al numbers; to tel thee, there is a Creatour , m_ ad (þ 


OF THE ESSENCE OS COmk 1; 
decenter , and beginning of al creatures : Geometry preſenteth thee the compaſſe 


with one ſtable foot in the center , the other mouing , to ſhew thee the firmneſle of the 
dence not created, and inſtability of al things crearcd : Aftrologic propoſeth vnto 


en 

d Ten thee it's motions {o regular, and meaſured ; Muſicke it's harmonies ; Philoſophie 

if one Mis reaſovings ; cloquence it's diſcourſes ; mcchanike , it's workcs and admirable 

ch you jxuftries, to 1ct thee vnderſtand the effecis of this increated eſſence , which trauclleth 

abſuc, Wiroughout al nature withour looſing any part of it's ctcrne] repoſe, The knowledge Tertull, aduer. 

corry. Mela Cod is giuen to the foule , as a dower , or inheritance of it's Litth : God ſhal neuer a -_—_ 
hidden , neucr {hal faile ; ſhal cuer be vnderſtood , cuer harkned vito , perpetually ,,n/utua - cos eft : 

me the Mien. Herod and Nero knew him, being vnal-le to free themſielues from this icience : nunquam Dex lates 

ugh he The Polyphemuſes did belicuc him in the obſcurity of their canes , euen when they #1 , nunquem Deus 

hat ne- Were dc04irir g the ficdli of men : confeiencetold them newes of him , nor hathan deeris; ſemper inte(li- 

eſt, and Waw hitherto growncio ſomuch fury®, as not at fomeatyme to acknowledge his de- A _—_ 

as tou- 2nccinthe aftrightmer of a mind troulLlcd withthe image of it's crimcs, Nothing mats P 

compa. Wi zppeare to beſo wel knownas God, who makes al things to Le vndeaſtood : 

cauſe it Wybilli in the mcanc tyme the ingratitude ot men hath reduced him to this point in the 

of. (a) world, that hc 1s molt forgotten Ly al. 

indyeth | ltisthe greateſt of cuils robe vawillingto know him , of whom you cannot be Ingratitude of man 


ges Wiyhis goodneſle : And yct man askes it God youcrne al , why this, wherefore thar, 
& by a why euil, why wicked, and whercfore {o many miſcrics in the liucs of mortals ? 
3 repre- Me wil know the cauſes of the wil of God , whick haue no caulſcs , Eut is the chiefe 
rthem ) Wiilcauſes; and (doubly ſtupid as he is) he complayneth of cuils which ſprang trom 
' Which Mlinfelte, and accuſcth God of nothing , kut becauſe his mercy hath nor at al tymes 
aracter, Winder in hand to chaſtiſe his crimes. Ht is cnforced to confeſle a oucraigne Bcing, 
em inte Wo which he oweth al he is, and confcling {crues him fo negligert]y , that it were al- 
rt notowr Wroſtbetter to hauc no God , then to belicucin one , and make him the oliect of his 
y fower Merlect, 
e might WY Who w1l open againe vnto vs the lips of ſay, to ſay once more,Hearken , 0 you 
ae thee Wheens, which cixcumuoluc oucr our heads rc pleniſhed with ſiarres and lights:Har- 
m/e kn, ocarth , which haſt ſo often tremlled with horrour of the crimes of ſo many 
ob to 


nertals? 'T'o {ay truly (faith the Creatour ) had I no other title of recommendation 
wards man , but my ſclfe , my ſcepter , Empire , and dignity ; honour and grati- 
we would cuer be due to me : But heare what I haue doen : 1 haue nouriſhed chil- 
a with incomparalle {wcetneſle : I haue bred them, and Lorne them in the ko- 
of my prouidence, with ynſpeakallc tendernefle; yet was contcmned by thoſe, 
awholc forchcads I imprinted the raycs of my glory. Forgertulneſle alone is inſup- 
ptable to louc : But what ſhal we ſay of contempt 2 W hat of iniury > There hath 
been any excellency , or pcrtection in me which was no inuaded , and checked, 
"an, by thy vices. Thou haſt reſiſtcd the — of my eſſence by thy avarice, 
al boundleſſe ambition : my Infinity , ty thy inordinate concupiſcences , which 


many  Wendto be infinic ; my Immuratility ky thy inconſtancy ; my Eternity by thy loue of 
hart, ſo taſirory things ; my Power by thy imbecility and remiſlneſſe ; my Wiſdome by 
ther - Ipnorance ; my Perfection by thy wants ; my SanCctity Ly thy vices ; my Libera- 
NE. 


yLy thy ingratitude ; my Juriſdiction by thy tiranny ; my Prouidence by thy ſtu- 


auiſible ; my Mercy by thy ok:ſtinacy ; and my Iuſtice by thy iniquity, 
wr Iro longer complaync of Moores and Arabians, who perſccutcd me; I complayne 
Atnemyr 


#tcing wounded in my own houle by my vnnatural childeren, It needs I muſt en- 


" - the contradiction of al the world , verily, o Chriſtian,thy hand ought to be the 
h _ liked vp againſt me. 

nor "The oxe , brutiſh as he is , acknowledgeth his Maiſter ; The Aſſe loucs his crib , 
God yes Wo owerh him : what lay I 2 ſauage beaſts , who haue almoſt perpetually ſlaughter, 
f nanue Utloud vnder their pawes, are reclaymed ty Lcnefits , & thou becommeſt otdu- 
J1uinuty, acLy my liberality, What is there more m—_— , more intollerable , then to 
rethm# 4{cruant rcl:c! againſt a Maiſter in his owne houſe, when he liucs of his granary, 
_ ahakes vnder his correction 2 It is not ſo great a matter to adore with a mo 


({ubmiſle 


worant, Our ignorance is conuinced Ly his lights, and ourtagratitude overwhelmed towards God. 


Tertull, aduerſ. 
Marcion, 1. 1, C, 23, 
Luid inmflins , & 
improbius , quam Us 


ſeruns aduer/ns capus 


Domini ſui ſuborne- 
tur ? & quidem qugd 
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eniqniueeft,inipſe {ukmilſcreucrence , whom thou canſt not comprehend , to moyſten the earth with 

+ + RE thy tcares,and appcaſc heaucn with thy penance, and ſay: (a) Woe rhe time I knew thee 

mae yo : 4 261!\Woe the blindneſſe that made me neglect thee ! Woe the deafenes which shut vp mine eares 

frog ethuc plagis <inſtthy ſacred words! Blind , and defe I deſperately threw my ſelfe amongſt [o many ol, 

$7 emeens. , #efts of crearnres of the world , and beauties which inely ſerned to deforme me. Thou were with 

(2) $. Aug. ſol. z1. ne, 1xet withthee , 2nd al which can not be without thee, ſeparated me from thee, [t is t69 Las 
to bezmn to know thee , and too 1te to begin to lone thee ; but this wil benener to haue an 6 
bur 1n bin, who cancludeth al things. 
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THE POWER OF THE DIVINITY 


Drawne from the 


Scripture, from $S, ouer Infidels. 
Herome vpon Da- 
T9 ANTIOCHVS THE THEOMACQYE, 


or cnemy of God, 


T were a very hard matter to find out a ſoule mote 
proſtiruted to impiety , then that of Antiochus , ſurnz- 
med the Theomacque ; and a hart more poſlcfſed with the 
feare of a Deity , then Eleazar's. For which cauſe , the 
encounter of times , and batte]s hauing ſo wel oppoſed 
them , we wil propole them in this Hiſtory, This fa- 
tiochus , who rendered himſelte fo notorious in holy 
Scripture through the exorbirancie of his wickedneſſe, 
ſeemed to haye derwed impiety from his birth ; for the 
Antiochuſes his Anceſtours cauſed themſclucs hercto- 
fore, to be ſfurnamed the Sauiours , and Gods of the earth. 
Antiochus apoliti- He was of a ſpirit, ficrce, cloſſe, and crafty, intelligent, bold , and audacious, 
ke man who had no yyho ſhewed from his youger yeares to hauc no other Gods but {cepters , no other 
other God , but paradice , then fruition of Empires, His father Antrochus the Great had g1uven him 
_ this leſſon : For he was an actiue Prince , but more iudicious then his ſonne , who 
ncuer ccaſcd to diſturb his neighbours , and couertly attempt the kingdom of Xyy# 
by armes , and ſubrilrycs , vntil ſuch ryme that the Romans clipped the wings ot his 
ambition , as wel to ftay the progrefſion of his ouer-much power , become 
formidable ro the empire , as to puniſh him for the dangerous correſpondences 
he held with Hannibal. He was enforced by reaſon of ſome agreements and trans 
actions of peace to ſend his ſonne to Rowe in hoſtage , and that was this Aut 
chus we mention. , 
He wasdelinered This yong Prince , who alrcady had in his imagination deſrgnes of Empire , me 
for an hoſtage to naged this occaſion , and deriving his happineſſe out ot the neceility of hs 
———_— fathers affaires, learncd therin al the extent of ſupreme powers on carth, and began 
to refle&t on the Romans , as Gods of the whole world. On the other tide Scipio and 
althe othergreat Captaines were forward to let the people behold this offspring of 
the Aſian Kings, as a Lyonenchained, and finding him vayne enough they (1 
NOt ſlight complements , and court ſmokes : bur cuer held in their owne hands the 
higheſt point of authority, and drew profit out of al affaires. 
Predence of the During his aboad in Reme, his father Antiochys the Great ouer -whelmed vnder 
Romans. the burden of his ambition , found the cataſtrophe of his pretentions in a tomb, 


and his eldeſt ſonne Selencus ſucceeded him ,who had a ſhort life, and an vnhappy 
; | raigin. 


OF THE ESSENCE OF GOD. I5 
1 with «me. At which time yong Antochas felt in himſclfe a vehement itch of rule , more 
'w the Myncrfully then any of his Predeceſſours had docn , for ſoone ynderſtanding his | 
ve eares Mecthers death ( who lett him the Kingdome of 4ſic,and knowiug his lifter Cleoparra, Ambition ofeAn- 
ay ob. W.rycd to the King of &gypt was a widdow , and the mother of onely one child rich. 
't with Wighom he hoped to be cally rid , he ardently thirſted ro ioyne therwo Empires, 
toolare Myiyniterhem vnder his power. Now the Kingdomeof Syria appertayningto this 
an end Orphan the ſonne of his tiſter , he in the Leginning entred therinto with grear 
lty in the quality of a 'Tutour , and Regent,and not a King:a fore-hand diſpo- 
the peoples minds by Arralus , and Ewmenes , who did him good ſeruice in this 
2tion. This wolte clothed in a lamE-skin thought to enter by the ſame wayes 
the kingdome of #gypr, and wrot thus to his lifter , Thar #t y fy the Gods Jad His craft, 
E wmwne him ann thornes at the time when Kings of his age walked nor but on violets , and 
s, That being al-ſent ont of rhe Kingdome he had receined ſad newes of the aeath of hrs thrice- 
ered f.cther immediately of the death of his wel beloued brother ; whoſe dayes he wished 
wbt 04ue been | engthned with bis owne yeaves : But that nothing affliFted him ſo much as to ſee 
ewidow burdned with an inf.cmt whoſe hands were not ſo early fit to manage « ſcepter. Behold 
p drfore the cars ſe why he now wndertooke the gonernmet of the Kingdome of Syria,which was the 
ofſin of bis Anceflowrs,& wherevnto She hadright by the title of dowey. Bat otherwiſe rhough 
k mee bcamily ſurcharged withrws Kingdomes , he was no whit diſcouraged to share with her 
db m the cares of &gyprt,ſince beſides charity towards his owne,the coringal prattiſe of. affaires 
kbad ar Rome, in the moſi knowing ſchoole of the world , it had acquired him ſome dexterity, 
Cexperience in the ſw.ty of Kingdomes. That he wonld make her rergne in the affluence,C7 plea- 
ines of a florsrishing Conrr,and proſtrate the whole world at her feet. That she should onely be 
mibledro ſee their ſubmiſston , as the Gods behold earth from heanen , and that be would be as 
falfil 4 Regent , as be badener been a lowing brother. | | 
abs Cloperrs had been marrycd to Prolomens E Piphanes , andcaſt asa bayr by the father | 
> the Moarch the K:ingdome of Feypr , vnder hope conceiued that hauing ſtudyed in his 
; khoole, ſhe would beguile her huſband, and bring Nlus to Ewphrares : But ſhe open- Prud r ch 
vg her eyes fownd her fleſh was much neere then her {mock, and cuer vpheld both ; = * pm _ 
trhnſband , and ſonne againſt her fathers plots. She vnderſtood the harr'of her bro- yiles of her Bro- 
etto be deſperarely ſubtile , and ambitious, and ſeeing ſhe could nor poſleſle Syria, ther, : 
for the MW icrehie had ſtrongly fortifyed himſelfe, she calily admitted this his imaginary title 
FRegency , which she could no longer with-hold : But for ſo much as concerned 
#9, she made anſwer, That she very humbly thanked him for the compaſ#ien be had of her 
Wwbood , and tht the Gods who afford the deepeſt roors r» trees the moſt ſubie&t to winds , 
| other Pd fionich ber with (»fficient courage to ſuffer ſo boyſterous shocks. As concerning the King- 
en him {MW f Syria hs prowidence had prenented the good opinion she conceined of him , being already _ 
who Wed to pur rhe Regency into hrs hands. But as for &gypt there was no neceſſity be should 
I ebimſclfe 3n the fresbneſſe of his youth of the pleaſures ſo fairely acquired for him, townder- 
frſomeny burdenſome charges in a forraione conntrey wherein he wouldnot be honoured as were 
cone M*Ptolemces. 7 hat he; prople were ſomewhat iealous , nor would confide in external power ; 
dences Mb might much diſcontent himin the ſincerity he pretendedin the mannage of her affaires That 
| trans. M045 4f5fted by x wiſe Councel , with whoſe ayd sbe hoped ro mainreyne ber people in perfe&? 
Ante Wi, nd raiſe her ſonne to the height of the happineſſeof his extra@tion, andthat it should ener be 
« ingMey _— for her to be aſſured of the good affeftion he bare towards her eflate, and to 
e , M&- mſtond with him in an vrfayneduntelligence. | 
of hs MY  Aniochus who found not his cxpectanion in his ſiſters letter, layd downe tlie sheep- 
| began Kato put on the Lyons , and began to make open warre by jnuading the King- 
pie and meof Agypr , which was the cauſe Cleoparrainſtanily caſt her ſelfe into the you 
10g of F*Nofthe Romanes , al though She nothing doutted , but that her brother had thence 
ſpared Mae ner.ant credit : Bur she onthe other ſide knew they fauouretiuſtice, and 
vj che Vil gly vndertooke the cauſes of widowes, and Orphans. And verily the Senat of Equity of the Se- 


far, cither through the integrity of their manners,or to ballance ſceptets which ſwas nat of Rome to ſup- 
vnder F=/*lvader them, and make none roo greatto the preiudice of their power inclyned to P®** widowes, 
romb, |*vidowes part,& comanded <Anthiocns to retire ovt of Agyps. He who knew howto court men, 

"*1t about to gaine Popilius Lenas deputed by the Senar to derermine this affaire , requiring ſome 


happ) uy towithdraw his forces leilurely ,of purpoſe ſo to ſpend time for the renewing his plots, 
raigue. C But 


16 I M.A. 1M E 


A notable at of an Butthc other, a manreſolute, and not to he paid with words, making vſc of ati. 


Embaſladour. 


Masked compla- 
cence, 


Horribleperſccu- 
tion of the Hg- 
brewes. 


Anno cAmnnochy 7, 


Anno tiufd. 9, 


Combat of Eleazar, 


ding rod which he had in his hand , drew a circle about Anriochws , and encloſed hin 
w.thin-it , {ſaying : Theres bnr one word to be ſed ; Before you come ont from thence you oY 
necefſarily vefolne , either on peace with your fijter , ®* warres azainſt the Senat and People of 
Rome. He ſeeing himfclte ſo ſtrovgly charged , gaue way to their demands , an 
wrote to the Senat,That he eftecmed rhe peace which came from their motion more glorious then 
al his vitteries , and beard their Embaſſadoyrs , es if the Gods had ſpoken ont of heenen to iy. 
Therin imitating the moſt ſupple courtiers , who inſtead of ſhewing their diſcontem 
againſt power , giue taankes for a beating. 

Howlaeuer becoming enraged with rancour to {ce ſo rich a prey eſcaped out of hi; 
hands, ho-Uiſchardged al his choller vpon the ewes, as thoſe who make thei ſer. 
uants ſuffer for the loſſes they had in game, He had aſplcen againſt this religious Na- 
tion, both chrough the motiue of his owne impicty , and reaſon of ſtate, ſulpecting 
them more to incline to King Ptofomce's faction. Behold why he entred irto Jeruſalem 
like an enraged Lyon with huge rroupes , in the beginning pillaged the city and 
Temple , ſparing neither the prophane , nor ſacred, {wallawed excefliue riches, and 
plonged the hiery flames of his anger in the bloud and rearcs of towerſcore thoy- 
land people ; ſome Killed , diuers ſold , and many fertered , vnable ro ſatisfy his 
crucky. | | | 

For preſently after came out thole wicked , and bloudy Edits , which made God 
a patty, with a violent hatred , and let looſe the raynes of impicty, cuen to the deſire 
of vtter defacing the markes of Religion, The ſtreets of Syon mourned, Pricſts were 
baniſhed or mailacred , the Altars demolliſhed , Temples polluted with ordures, and 
vncleanneſſe, by abhominable monſters who renewed ſacrifices to Beelphegor, & Bars 
chus inthe Sanctuary , heretofore impenetrable ro morral eyes, The abbomination of d+ 
ſolation forertold by the Prophet Daniel , which was a ſtatue of olimpicke Iyer, 
was ſeentobe ray{cd inthe holy place inſight ofal the world, The books of thelaw 
were ſought out through al che houſes , and committed to flames, the teftiuals chan- 
gcd into Bacchanals ,Al cxcrciſc of picty interdicted with whips, whecles , fires, ſo 
tarre that two poore mothers bcing found adminiſtring Circumcition to twolittle 
infants , were drawne through the city, hauing their lamentable offtpring hanged 
about their neckes , and in that poſture throwne into a ditch, 

The whole citty was nought el{7 but a [peCtacle of gibers and ſlaughters,the Pagans 
by lometalſebrothers conſpiring with much teruour to putthe Kings Edicts incxecu- 
tion, 'Then wasthe ryme Fleezar's combat with the ſcauen yong Machabees appeared, 
which is excellently deſcribed in the Scripture, in Joſephus , and the Fathers of the 
Church , that it werea thing ſuperfluous to endeauour enlargement vpon it witha 
more ample diſcourſe. I onely ſay thatif God permitted ypon one {ide to be {ecnthe 
vabridlcd ſoule of a man, profeſſed an cnemy of al picty ; on the other an admirable 


{pc{tacke was beheld of feare, andreuerence , rendred to his Name by the Faithful. 


What aprodigieto (ce an aged man foureicore and ten yeares old, of one of the 
prime familics of his Nation, Icarned in the Law , of an Angelcal aſpect to gorims 
ling to puniſlynet? And he cracking cuen their harts with copaſſion , who ſat as Me 
6" aa. ypon his exccution, ſome per{waded him onely but to make a ſhew to eat 
hogs flesh for the Kings ſatisfaction. Bur he reflecting on the true point of benou, 
The hoaryneſſe ({ayth he ) of this venerable haire whermith my head is couered hawng waxed 
old in tx exerciſes of Religion ſufficiently reacherth me my duty. 1t 1s not fit for Eleazatts 
conntexfeit impitty , but prefeſſe vertue. God farbid , 1 should forger the law of my God, di 
hanear the ſcbole , and da&&tine in which 1 was bred , or become a ſcandal to theſe youg mt 
to whein Ged 15 now pleaſed 10 make « Theater of my Canſtancy : 1 he honour ef my paſſed 
Shal enter ime the ashcs of my Tomb , and my ſaule shel fly out of this body truly mnacn, 
and not beaze infidelsty into the boſome of my Anceſtenrs. Then they tormcnting him vader 
the laſhes of whips and teruour of flafnes, he added: My Al-knowing Gad , that art W 
igmrant , that it being inmy power ro free my ſelfe gran deatb; not to faile in thy feare, 1am 
ww avy life, 1 make thee the depoſitary of my fowle which 1fſueth ont of theſe rorne mem", 
Oboafmg rather to dye tortured on al ſides , then to doue one filly 1noment , _ 
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OF THE EXCELLENCY OF GOD. a 


After Eleagar » VCO the g3Ortous mother of :1:c Macch.zbces along , having the {pt- The mother of the 


O 


ofamanin a feminine Lody, She entred firit of al into the combar , although the Ma«chavecs. 


y 


erhe laſt that arriucd to the crowne,, bringing ſcauen ſonnes with her to death 


9 the truce ſource of immortzlity. This bleficd creature ſtood between rwo flames, 


-onc of natural loue the other of charity towards God : Both combatted, bur there 
but one prevailed , rhatſhe might tranſcend al things vaderGod. | 


Y 


As the liucd in feauen ſoules , to ſhe was ſacrificed in 'feauen bodyes: She ſaw the 


gnfue rOrNe OUT from one , the tocs and fingers of feet and hands cur oft from an- 
cher , the $kin puled avwayal bloudy from the head of this ; that, throwne into a 
wyling cauldren ; finally {the Leheld then al equal in puniſhment , as ſhe paralclled 
tm in louc. Some while ſhe dcliucred ONC tothe cxecutioners , another While the 
weived the 10ud vpon her garments, preſcnrly rhe mangled members in her armes; 
tefought 13 al , ard toral, hauing no OLNCT teare, bur ot their deliurance. Bur ſhe in- 
mitly tearful for the yorgct of her {onnd S, thewed him heauen, then her breſts, 
weoneto hauc Lrcd him , the other to glowuity him, When ſhe ſaw him dead, then 


wthctymc , ſhe rhought him Lorne , and when with moſt courage ſhe waited on 


wsexccution. O incomparable mother ( lanth $. Auguſtine ) who knew what it was Auguſt. ſerm, 109. 


ppoſſe{le children, fince ſhe feared not ro 100!ethem, Morher of Martyrs,and cight c. 6. 
ines 2 Martvr, Who cqualled her triumrhcs to her childrens, & her glory to ctcrnity. 


' In the end Antiochys atter al this —_— retiring , the liuing God who purſued Punishment of the 


ketrackes of thus unpious man,and who 1n kis cycsEarc the lightnings of his Iuſtice, 
ald Matharbias and his children , who witha tilly handful of men reſtored ſancti- 
tation ro the 'I'cmple , and litcrty to ther Curtyzens; hauing in foyer encounters 
Geared forwer Royal Armics. | | | 

This wretched creature, and who had no religion in him, thou gh inapparencehe 
made ſhevy of that or the Grectans, went ro Elymastoinuade a Temple of Diana, where 
nettreaſurcs were kept : but was there fo ilintreared, that he more haſtily returned 
bencame thither, laden with confuſion , and in ſhort tyme heard the diſcomfituge 
his Armycs, and victory of the Tewes , wherevpon he entred into ſo deſperate fury, 
lathe reſoJued to retire haſtily againe to Jerſelem , and to make of rhe whole citty 
luonetomb, | 

Butthe hand of God had already deſigned his : for it hapned being inhis coach , his Toſeph Bea 
urls frighted extraordinarily vpon the mecting p< rore of an Elephant, gaue him ſo Gorion: 
bopſterous a ſtroke, that throwne on the ground , he receiued a mortal wound, the 
rand venome whereof crept ſo farreinto his hurts that he ſeemed to burne aliuelike 
te daned,fceling inexplicable dolours throughout al his body , which became aneſt 
avermin and hauing his ſoule turmoyled with Specters and Furies that gaue him no 
wole. Ar v-hich ryme the miſcrable Atheiſt comming to himſelfe after a drunkenes 
«{omany ycarcs, ſpake theſe words: Ivs TVvM EST SVBDITVM ESSE DEo, 
I1MoRTALEM , NON PARIA DEO SENTIRE ; profeſling there Wasa great 
bud, to whom went ſubmit and neuer with him conteſt ; when being in the bed of death, 
xcknowledged impiety had beenthe original of al his euils, andthat ſhould God 
fllore him to 1:15 health , ke would fil Jemſalem with guifts and wonders, euen to the 

mming a Jew, and cucr proclayme the glory of he Creatour. But the gates of 

Mcy were alrcady ſhut vp againſt this diſloyal man, who hadno true repentance: 

tower was come Which made him dye al waſted with purrification inſupportable 
vhis Army , who could not cndurethe ſtench , trouble{ome to himſelfe , and cxc- 
able torhe memory of al man-kind, 

TheProphets and holy Fathers mention him as a damned ſoule and the figure of . 
4michriſt : ro teach the wicked out of the deportment of this man , that there is nor 
Tone withdrawcs from God, but flycsfrom his mercy , and falls igto the hands of 
Wluſtice, which purſucth Libertines beyond the gates of Hel, 
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wicked cAniechus, 


OFTHE EAXDESSENCY 
OF THE DIVINITY. 
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THE PROPHANE COVRT. SHS HOLY COVRT., 


QURERQ 


The Great men are Gods on Z Thar al greatnes is wretched 
earth , whoſe fauours we should 5 before the Maicſty of God, 


adore. © whoalone is to bc adored. 


ZEST? HERE is not anic thing hath more perplexed the minds of mu 
S lince the beginning of the world , then the diuerlc opinions of the 
[NGA Deity ; fince the wiſeſt when they had ſpent al their abilities ypou 
Age: D this queſtion , found nothing more certaine, then vncertainty. One 
—A= would wonder why the knowledge of the true God bcing fo in- 
ortart: for man , hath bccen ſo many Ages obſcurcd and coucrdd in 
a great abyſle of darkneſſe , eucn from thoic , who chought themiclues ric moſt 
clcer-ſightcd in the knowledge of rotal Nature. Bur who fccs not it 15 ancuident 
puniſhment for finne, and a moſt iuſt effect of Gods vengeance, who hath pcrnuned 
; truth to ke hidden from man, becauſe man would conccale himſclte from truth, euen 
— 1 wor ” in the shadow of death , and notHhg 2 They vanisbed in their thoughts { ſaydthe Apoſ 
obſcuracum eſt inf tlc) andtheir ſenſeleſſe harts were obſcured, 
piens cor eorum, Butthat which hecr-in is very conſiderable, is, that God hath euer handled wicked 
Rom, 1. men, like the damned : for the vnhappy ſoules condemned to Hel, haue an Idea of 
_— _=_ life the bcatitude they hauc loſt , which ſerues for an cxecutioner : And Infidels after 
_— wa he fhipwrack of faith, and truth , which they abandoncd , faile nor ſtil ro retayuea 
damned. opinion of the excellency of the Diuinity , not knowing what it is, nor why thy 
ſhould ſtick to it. It was that whercin Pliny eſteemed men more miſerable , they 
beaſts : For creatures not made for the knowledge and fruition of a God arerrouble 
at nothing , nor make any queſtion thereypon , contenting themſclues peaccably to 
enioy innocent fauours of Nature : but the curioſity man hath had through al Ags 
to be informed of the ſtate of the ſoucraigne cauſe, is a ſtrong conuittion of hisinf- 
delity. He findeth himſelfe obliged to fecke into the knowledge of God, which, 
faith Terrwl;en,is the firſt veſture of the ſoule : bur this knowledge flieth him lo Jong 
as he renounceth faith, innocency,and reaſon, the prime peeces of tac intellectual lite. 
Niuerſity of Gods, From thence grew the great diuerlity of Gods , heaped one vpon another by the 
Plin. 1, 2.c, 7. Gentils. For poore humane nature ouerwhelmed partly by the greatnefle of thus {c- 
ueraigne Eſſence , partly alſo clouded by it's owne ignorance , milery , and ſinnc, 
being vnable to vnderſtand a God , moſt Oncly , and Sunple with one {ole eutch 
of the ſoule, hath made an impertinene diſſection of it, Suing it into as 1niany parts 
as there arc ctrours on the Altars of Genriles : whillt eucry one {ought ro adore that, 
which moſt flattered his imagination, or ſenſuality. 'They who were more {piritu 
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Clemency , and Faith, Other , more abſurd haue tyed themſclues rothe worſhip of 
geaturcs , as the Egyprians : Some, who queſtionleſſe were {ottiſh , haue framed 
God's in humane ſhape ; ſome old , others yong , and many perpetually infants : 
They have made them mile, and female , Elack , white, wivged, and deformed, 
They made {ome to riſe out of a wind, Others trom the ca, and diucrs from Rocks, 
They who were more tcarctul , and tuperſticous adored the fcauer, and tempeſts, 
ot for cſtccm of thcir worth, but through horrour of their malignity. They ware 
their Gods ſhut vp in rings, and many times {\ukmirted to monſters , denying them- 
ſelues repoſe , and repalt , ro ſatisfy their {uperſtition. It is the nuſery which S. 
Auguſtine deplorcd in his Cuty of God , attcr #l;ny the Hiſtorian , and other Au- 
thours , who handled this ſukicct. 


Bat ſuch as amidſt this orcar of {{ curity of Sects thought themſclues more gentile, God of flatterers. 


add refined in couecrfation , taking other waycs , and leauing old ſuperſtitions, 


began to canomize Emperours , Princes , and the great ones of the Earth , laying 


there were no Diuinityes more vilible, and propitious then theſe ; ſeeing they aily 
becamc the diſtriburours of glory, and worldly fortuncs, | 
The Arbenians , who vanted to hauc the molt ſubtile wits of the earth, quickly 


ſamelcſſe inipudence , as to ſuffer this title to be engraucn vpon his ſtatues, Behold 
the cauſe why entring into the Citty of Arhens , al the men of quality march g Le- 
fore 1m , and deſirous to ke acceptable with him, toth through hun:our, and aficc- 
ration of fauour they fayled not to introduce him with the title of Bacchus : nay 
willing to oucr-valuc him atoue other people , they added the harty offer of their 
Miverce in marriage , the Guardian-Goddeſle of their Citty , who had refuſcd al 
the Gods. 

This Prince was not amazcd at their complement ; for he preſently replyed their 
motion was gratctul : But ſecing Mineru4 was a great Goddefſle , he muſt ſuteabl 
xconmodatec her to her dignity , and therctore ordayned they ſhould find out lixe 
lundred thouſand crownes to giue hcr in marriage. An Athenian thercypon replyed, 
Ioprter her father tooke the Goddeſſe Semele , without demard of any portion : Byt 
this was to little purpoſe, their flattery coſt them ſo great a ſumme , that needs muſt 
they afterwards exatt 1t with the pcoples clamour , many of them affixing Vaſquils 
yon Anthonyes ſtatue to deface falſe applaules by a tuſt reproach. 

If al flatteres were puniſhed in ſuch meaſure, the numter would be very ſmal: Bur 
lacerhey find rewards, where others receyucd rothing tut puniſlmet,it 1s no woder 
teApes are wholy drenched into ſeruile complacence, Neucr were Chriſtian men 

to be more diſpoſed to ſlauery. T he great eye of Diuine prouidence is taken 
may, and al ſenſe of Religion, to adhere to men of goldand filucr : They ceaſe nor 
tdcifythem : and we may truely ſay the fauour of the rich and great orcs, of this 
Ape, is now a-daycs kccome a falſe Diuinity, which receyueth Incenſe, & Victimes, 
moſt from al hands. Notwithſtardirg he is curſed by the Prophet who putteth his 
mftinman, tothe exclulion of Cod, and wkothinking to fortify himſelte through- 
ſynthe courſe of humane affaires , makes to himfelfe an arme of flcsh, and hay , to 


'tayſe fortuncs , which wil vaniſh like phantoſmes. 


For this cauſe I here purpoſe to preſert vnto you ſome paſſages of God's greatneſſe, 
woppoſe them againſt the abicEneſle , and infirmity of the mighryeſt on earth ; thar 
owe may learne from this diſcourſe ro Ee repleniſhed with a worthy eſtimation of 
teDiuivity , and aknowlgdge of thenoth ing of the richeſt magnificences on earth, 
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y : - ; Remarkeable pu- 
ſuffered tncmſclues to fal into ſuch like Ratteryes , whereof we haue a very notable jc ment of — 


paſſage in Seneca, who tclleth vs , that Marke Anthony Ecing a Prince extremely dil- rery. 
ſolute , was inſtantly called God Bacchrs by his flatterers , and ſoune came to ſuch Senec. Suaſox. «. 
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THE GREATNESSE OF GOD COMPARED 
zo the low condition of men. 


[. the praiſc of grear things endeth in one ample word ; and by hyy 
much the more an eſſence is fimple , by fo much the fewer worgs 
F ſhal we need to explicate it. Of whom muſt we learne to ſpeake of 
\ God, but of God himliclfe 2 And what doe we learne from him \but 
| . that he 15 what he is ? "Thar is to ſay litle, and that is to ſay al. Fo; 
- + "_ £ as $. Bernard hath excellently obſcrucd , cal God ond; cal his 
Sibonumfimeguwm, great , cal him bleſſed ; cal him wile ; cal him al n can , you find him included 
ſo bearum , ſs ſapien- 11 this word. When God ſayd I am what I am, he ſayd he 1s al heis. Adde heere- 
rem , vl quicqui® vnto a century of Attributes , you ſhal nor goc farre from the eſſence : If you ſpeake 
aliud tale de Deo di- : < ar 
wie io hoc were in- them you adde nothing vnto it : it —_ mention them not, = nor at al leſſen it, 
flauraruy , quod.eft, 5. Denys giues a particular reſon thereof, when he ſayrh, that (2) eſſenceisthe fiſt, 
ER. Ngmpe hac eftei and laſt pledge of Nature , the moſt intimate , moſt neceſlary , moſt independent, 
eſe, quod emmia eſſe. moſt ſimple , and molt perfect of al things in the world. Behold the caule why the 
1 hoon ogy —_ » Celeſtial Father could ſay nothing bctter to the purpoſe of himſelfe , then, (b) 
ft eadixerrs mihil a; am What I am. ; 
drdiſt; ad ifſe: ſi nibil Let vs heer then ſpeake of the excellency of God's Eſſence compriſcd vnder theſe 


dixeris , ubil de « 1yvords : and oppole againlt it the frailty , and nullity of our eſſence , that penetrated 


God is who he is. 


4 = 06 4s with the greatneſſe of the Omniporent , we may be drenched in the Abyſle of low 
eſſence, @—  Pumility, 


| (b) Fgoſum quiſum, 2+ Our firſt abieCtneſſe , and which is of power to humble thoſe who thinke 
Eternity of nothing themſelues the moſt able inthe world , is, that we haue been an cternity in nothing, 
firſt humiliation of For if you mount , ſtil aſcending vpward to the ſource of time, when you ſhal haue 
c)Heftern PEPE reckoned millions of Ages , youſhal find nothing bur labyrinths, and abyſles of his 
he, Re «mus, Yrcat cternity avithout end, and when youſhal preſent ro your —_— a] that time, 
quoniam ficur vmbra Which hath preceded, be it real, or imaginary , you wil be aſhamed to ſce ſo many 
dies noſtri ſunt ſupex Millions of yearcs , wherein you had nor lo much, as the eſſence of a ruſh, of a butter- 
rerram. Tob. 8.9. fly, ora filly gnat. That Rodomont who threatneth ro hew downe mountaines, and 
: wavy i za chunder-ſtrik mortals, and thinkes al the ample houſe of Nature was created onely 
Pune & germane di- for him , who ſwallowcth the world by auarice , and waſtes tas faſt by ryor, thin 
uinitas mee de nowita- Or forty ycaresagoe was not able to contend for excellency with a catter-piller, 
re , nee de verw- (c) Wh: t weakencſe, whatconfuſion of humane eſſence! Butthine (0 great God)hath 
AR > - _ vine beginning : Ithath (cen al rimes vnfolded from thy breaſt 3 Ithath aſſigned them 
Non babes tempus meaſure; and hath taken none from others for it ſeltc , but it's Erernity. 'The begite 
Eternites : omne enim DINg of the liucs and raignes of al Ceſars is recknoned , but of God's ycares., no man 
eempur eft, Deus, ſs hath arcgiſter.He is neyther yoag, norold, ancient nor new: Content your (elkc with 
vers eft nenerit | ſaying he is Ercrnal, 
ge 3+ The ſecond point of our jnfirmity is , that after we haue had being foratew 
; RAY yeares, we ſhal be (to ſpeake according to the phraſe of the world) an cternity ina 
rombe , as bodyes confiſcated by death , abandoned to wormes , diſpoyled cucntothe 
bones , become duſt , and conſumcd to be reduced into the maſſe of clements from 
* whece wecame.] aftrme the ſoule is immortal, which many times ſcructh ro immor- 
ralizc it's puniſſyments.. I afhrme the tody riſcth againe , although both being ſept 
Bernard.c. z. dc rated \o long one from another , no core make vp a man. The Axiome ot S, Bernard 


anima. | bi ; wo - 
Tn nos hominew vey. 22udt be made good , Every mantis reduced to be no longer 4 man. So many per{ons g 


tirur omnis hows, Qaily inand out of the world, as ſmal drops of watcr into the ſcas. The occan 1500 
Efine quicquam in Whit altered, cither by their entrance in or paſſage out. Seneca was aſtonithed , how 
terris 1am magoum, one could ſay there were Comets which preſaged the death of greit men. It is not 
quod perive mundus 5 
ſerat ? Senec. 1. 4. 

natur. qq. Cc. 1, 


credible (ſaith he) the vnuuerſe ſhould intercit it-ſc}fe in the loſle of particulars , yea 


were it of Monarchs, We al bud forth like the leate of a tree , and dye as the hon ; 
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ther our life, nor death any thing importeth this great Al, ? 
Behold, that which much abalcth the pride ot the moſt vain-giorious,1is,to thinke 
nabicrc,and tomb,and reflect on that amplc grauc,whercinto al man-kind infen- "28 Fo 
itly finketh. Thatiris which Jebcalled, the itone of darkneſle, That, which the Ar- = = I gems. 
iis named the ſecret of korrour. The greateſt Princes of the carth reſemble Alexan- go hl horro- 
ſtone, the moſt excellent of the word in the (:rightneſle of luſtre : but 10 ſoone as 4s. 
: was coucrcd with duſt, it had neyther force nor Leauty beyond other ſtones: How 

rat,rich,actiuc {o-cucr they kc,the duſt of aſcpulcher makes ir appeare my arc nc- 
king. But God alone hath Immorrality without depedence, becauſe heis whathe 1s. 

Athat which may be, and not be, hath cuecr ſome time aſſigned whenit was not, or | 
wherin it ſhal no morc e.Onc may at the Icaſt find an imaginary time, when the moſt T» av idem ipſe 
minent Powers were nothing,and for {o-much as concerneth men 1t 1s no difhcult = Of a1 $105 mew 
nater to giue them limits,to which,and in whichthey no longer ſhal be men : But of oy ava PR 
Godalone we may truely ſay,his ycarcs 1:0t onely decreale not , but know not what ,as,ane wmnia ſe- 
tisto increaſe, For the Eternity of God (to {peake properly) 1s very long, and very cula ſo us. 

fort : very long in extent , for it ſpreadcth oucr al Ages 3 very ſhort, Lecaule inan Novatiant 1, de 
aſtant it poſſeficth al it can haue inthe infinity of times, being euer like thecenter of I rinit C31. 
ccarcle, which looketh towards al the lines withour ſtirring out of one place, 

4 Our third Anuihilation is, that we haue much more non-eſſence, rhen eſſence, 1q,, jv more 
xording to Platocs argument : Becauſe il we hauc the eſſence of a man , we haue non. efſence, then 
mtherctorc the cfſence of heaucn , of carth, creatures , nor plants, although lome Etlence. 
inilitude therot, We are cotined,and limited within a particular efſence which com- 
ghendeth a {oulc ignorant and inſatiable , a body fceble and trayls; a ſtrange con- 
rexi6 of a nature mortal, & immortal; an alliance of a ray of the ſun with a dunghil, 
ofaſpirit proprt & ſubri)c,with molt infirme ficth.But God,who is, whathc is,cotey- gxcellency of 
chin himſchic al poſſible cfſences, & which is more,coteyneth them ynder the ſole the ſimplicity, 
forme of the Diuinity. The world is bright in the light of ſtarres , reſplendent in _ vniuerlality 
fancs, fubtilc in ayre,ftreaming in ctcrnal veynes of riuers, ſtable on the foundation - "—— 
dthecarth , rich in mines, fruitful in plants, diſplayed in lowres , and al becaulc it ; 
$world , and it a creature : But God in one ſole indiuilible and vnder one ſole 
keme conchudeth the teruour of Seraphines , the {cience of Cherubins , the maicſty 
dDominations , the height of Thrones , the excellency of Principalityes , the 
ength of Vertucs,the ſupcrintendence of Archangels, the charitable offices, of An- 

x, the greatneſſe of Heaucn,the beauty of ſtarres,the [plendour of lights , the acti- 
utyof fire, the ſubtility of ayre, the fruitfulneſſe of earth , the eternal frethneſle of 
ſuntaines, and al we may cal grcat, bcaurifu), or pleating.God I ſay comprehendeth 
tem vnder this great title , I am that I am, Thatit 15 which made S. Auguſtine Ego ſum qui ſum, 
ly: This, and that 1s good: Take away this, and that , when you ſpeake of God; and behold Bonn hoc , & be- 
tk Soner aigne Good : ſo sþal you ſee God, who 15 not good by 4 borrowed goodneſſe; but the ons + p-: _— 
nd of of good. ſum bomam f pace 

This firit eflence is loucly (ſayd Maximus of Tyre: ) And verily it is the chiefe of iz Dewm videbis ni 
euties, But how thinke you, is it loucly, like a meadow al ſtrewed ouer with flo- «tis bono bonum , ſed 
Wrs,or as heauen al enamelled with ſtarrcs? Take away this meadow,thele flowers, — _ 
bisheauen, theſe ſtarres,God is nothing of al created things, bur it is he, from whom yy 7 PR 4 
daeatures deriuc >cing,beauty , goodneſſe , force, vnity, and laſting. I wel know yaximus Tyrius. 
Wht he is not, Lut cannot ſay what he is. I am ſatisfycd in ſpeaking with S$. Bernard: Orat. de Deo. 
lhe great God al 15 God, and there 15 not any thins mn him, with ss not hmſelfe. In Deo non eſt niſt 

Finally our tourti miſcry is , that our eſſence being ſo ſhort , and lender fayleth "1 "Rs PRES 
to be afflicted with ſo many mutations, ſo many vicifhitudes, that we may lay, conſider. 1, 5. 
ttere is almoſt nothing leſſe in vs , then our ſclues. Al change ( ſayth the Philolo- Murability of 
pier) beareth wirh it ſome image of non-eſſence, and theretore we who change eue- men. 

Fmoment arc(as it Were) nothing in nature to be truſted ro, It is not Known with 
What knot, with what chaynes men ſhould be cycd , or fettercd,ſo variable, and in- 
Onſtane theſe Protewſes arc, Ages alter vs,and in changing vs, change them(ſclues, In- 

becommeth adoleſcency , adoleſcency is taken oft by youth , youth by 

ood , manhood by dcciining yeares, and thole yearcs by decrepit age, It ”y 
GC 4 
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reckon wel youſhal fnd euery one of theſe murations, is a ſpecies of death, 

As Time alters our bodies , a thouſand other things make impreſſion on our 
minds. Humours, patſtions, conuerlations , cuſtomes, accidents, vices, and yertyes 
looften transforme vs into other men , that one may ſay, we are the moſt natural 

! II pourtraits of inconſtancy , In vniucrſal Nature, There is none but God can ſay; I am 
W_ - Hd 4s the God, who ch.mceth not. There 1s not any the leaſt Shadow of viciflitude in the great 
Malach. 3.6. abyfle of light; as hc is one without number, infnit without limits, eternal free trom 
Inſemincns jnnouee Houd andebbe of time, fo he is immoucable without augmentation or diminution, 
omn'4 , & nilul a Heſtandes immoucable within himſclte , & reneweth al various nature our of hin. 
cepis quod ipſe no@ (If, He takes nothing of men, which he gauc them not. Eſſence is proper to hin 
ys «ff SPY eternal to him, 
eſt ſempiternum, ; < : Y ; 
ſemper eſt proprium. - It is a maxime in Theology , that ſimple formes, which of themlclues conſtirue, 
S. Lco,ep. 93.c. 5- Perlon,make no difference, berween the {ubicct, and nature; that is to ſay, God is his 
Deity, his life, his eternity, and al be is, without diuerlity, It is for things compoſed 
of diuers pieces to be ſuſceptible of many formes ; and conſequently of fundry mu 
tions : But God being from al eternity, a moſt pure Act, as he nath nor any thing by 
Nan /u aliqui1 opti- himfelfe , can haue no difference with himſelfc : He hath nothing in himſclte bener 
mum, havee num then hunielfe : Hchath no part eminent one aboue another . For he is without parts; 
- 160g and al that agreeth to him vnder this title; [ am, what 1 am. 
/ —_— Li 5. It you are nor yet ſatisfied enough concerning the greatneſſe of this ſonera 
Dews ſpiritus eft, B-ing , and demand ſome thing mare particular , the Word wil tc] youn S. lay 
Ioan: 4 what he learned inthe toſome of his Father : God ir ſpirit. Al ſubſtance in the world 
Beauty of ſpirit. gr aboue the world is ſpirit , or body : bur' as the body is baſe, and abiect, { 
beauty ſtrength, power, abideth in the power and zuri{diction of ſpirit : Itisthe {p- 
rit, which docth al;which animatcth, which acteth, which quickneth, which gouer- 
neth al the inſtruments of nature; which worketh great miraclesin litle bodyes, and 
Totus fpiritus &f hath nothing {o admirable, as it-{clte. The betterpartin VS1s {pirit; and God is no- 
—_ ranch i thing bur ſpirit; al ſpirit, al intelligence, al realon, al lj ght (layd S. Ireneus.) Butwhat 
Icen, 1, 2.16 {pirit, but God, the Fafher and Creatour of ſpirits, who is as much exaited aboue the 
higheit Intelligences,as {pirits are aboue bodyes, 

Our ſpirits reſſemble the fire qf this infertour region ,a groſfle, and material fire, 
which cannot heer liue , valefſe you put it to wood , cole, greace, or ſuch like:Bu 
thc tþirit of Gods like the fire nere to the celeſtial globes , which Philoſophers hold 
to be ten-told more ſubrile then ayre, and notto ſtand in nced of any nouriſhmentin 

; it's ſphere, but from it's (clic. 

»— 2_ of * 29 conſider the fower perfections, which giue vs a ful Idea of the Diuine E- 
Magnitudinis eu 1ence,to wit, infinity , immenlity , mmutability , erernity, this great Spirit poſleſlth 
non eſt finis. Plal, them by title of cflence, Striuc not ro comprehend him, tor he is infinit, Inſinit notin: 
2M ccrtaine maner,not by compariſon of one thing with another; not in poſſtbility;bu 
en og gy os abſolutely, acriually , infinit : as an ample , and moſt glorious treaſure of al eſſences, 
Intre omnia ſed non 21d perfections. Afſigne him no limits; for he is immeaſurable , and extended th- 
incluſus,extra omni« cough al meaſures without mcaſure ; not by a local extent , but an induuiſibility of 
ſed non excluſus. prelence. He is high and immenſe. He 1s in the whole vninerſe without confinement. Ht # 

—_ ” ſummo ,,, of al the vniger ſe , Without any excluſjon fromit. | Dy” 
T Repreſcnt him not to your ſ{clte vader many formes, if you defire ro figure him n 
Non peragituy in eo his Nature, for he is immutable, Enquire not of his age, for it exccedeth eternity, 
bodjernu dies, ſuch as you may imagine it, The preſent day paſſeth not with him , and yet he 15 in 1t, ſnce 

ramen peraguur,qu4 | things are in him. | 

- 446 vi Confels But if we regard the three excellencyes , which in your opinion more concerne 
-- i 4 -* divine manners, to wit Wiſdome, Goodneſle, and Sanctity; I not onely afhirme he1s 
wiſc, butI ſay he is the abyſſe which (wallowerhal wildomes : I doe not onely ſay 

"= SIE OY Oh he is good, but the ſource of goodnefle nature and bounty : a ſource neuer empty 
ſennie _ ſanfli- but into it-{clfc, and which continually {treameth our of it-{cltc : 1 doc not onely laj 
catione eius. he is holy, bur the root, the obiect,the cxample, and forme of al (anctitycs. " 

lal. 95. 6, Finally, if we behold the eminencies which illuſtrate him in reſpect of the eye 


hath oucr extcriour things, as are power, wriſd1ction,prouidence, iuſtice,and mT 
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OF THE EXCELLENCY OF GOD. 4; 
is Spirit is ſo powerful, that he can a1, but imporency ; ſo predominant, that there 


F;;cotany thing from hcauento hel, which Loweth not vnder his laws; fo proui- 


{t, that he hath a carc of the Jcaſt butterfly in the ayre, as wel as of the higheſt 
Cherubin of the Empyrcal Heaucn; ſo juſt that his Lallance propendeth neyther to 
ave ide nor other ; 1o mercitul , that he pardoncth al. O great God ' Great Spirit ! 
fow terrible art thou to our vnderſtandings, and how amiable to our wils ! Thou 
commandeſt Ly words , thou ordayneſt ty rca{on, thou accomplitheſt by vertue al 
which is,and giuing birth to al things,onely reſcrucli to thyſelfe Ercrnity, Letit nor 
they be ſtrange, if flrucken with thoſe raycs which dazlcd the eyes of Seraphins we 

tothy greatneſſe,andrather chooſe to enter by loue intothy knowled 2c, then 
Rm mto thy loue, 

6, Letvsallo in concluſion reflect on this munificent Spirit , who replenifheth al 
heworld with his bounty , ſpreading it oucr al creatures with incomparable ſweet- 
eſſe, Doc younor thinke you tchold the great Ocean,which inceſſantly furniſheth 
teayre with vapours, and waters for al the carth , diuiding himſelfe ro to many ob- 


An excellent fmi- 


litude of God with 


xs, ycr perpetually cotire in his greatnefſe , and cucr regular ig the meaſure of his the Ocean. 


aerral paſſages, He is lingular in cf{crce ; but verie diuers in his titles and eflects; 
ad makir'g his circuit round about the world, cucry one giues him names after his 
ownemanner, Some cal him Indian, others Perfian, ſome Arabike, ſome Ethiopian,, 
ad {ome Britannike ; othicr ſurname him with epitheres quite differcne; cucry one 
&niſcth what nic liſt , & 1n the meane time he ccalcth not perpetually to paſſe on his 
wzy,and not content to encompaſſe the y/hole carth as with a girdle, he cleaucththe 
nountayncs of Calpe tro Arbyli, (tholc famous pilicrs of Hercs!es) to enter thercinto, 
ad bedeyy the vorld with his plcating ſtreames, He runnes a long way ,he makcs 
azreat Circun * He aduancerh delicious Ilands in the midit ofthis botome : one while 
tefwelleth vpon one fide, preſently retireth back from another. He is angry,he is pa- 
ded : He bearcs,and {walloweth veſſels: He cngulphes earth, he killeth flames ; he 
lometymes by long wandring paſſages goeth vnder the world,and purifying his wa- 
Ks, diſtilled throwgh choſc large ſources, makerh fountaynes and riuers to moyſten 
nortals, And,that nothing may be wanting to his greatneſſe, he mounts vpto heauen, 
gereto beget clouds, andentertayne ſtorc-houſes of waters, as in Copweb lawne,to 
gueafterward the ſpirit of life ro trees, to plants , and al the productions of nature; 
0h how admirable is he ! Yer is althis but a filly drop of dew in compariſon of the 
Wine Eſſence, God who is alinalthings , being not able to be ſufficiently knowne 
yvs,in the ſimplicity of his Efſence, 1s called by many names, ſignifyed by an infi- 
moumbcr of fgures, repreſented in diuers attributes,and incxplicable excellencyes:; 
jetlay we al we can of him, weaftirme he neucr is ſo wel eſteemed, as when we ac- 
count him wholy incomprehentible. He not onely enuironeth the world with his 
ence, but bcarcth it within his armes, and boſome : He formcth it in his Idzaes, 
eaccommodateth it in his diſpoſe, he penetratcth it by his vectue,mainteyneth it by 
wiſdome, andeſtabliſherh it by his power. He is withour, yet not excluded from: 
the is within, yet not conteyned; he is ynder, yet not drenched, he is aboue, yet not 
taduanced. He confirmeth ſcepters, and crownes, he rayleth Cittyes,Prouinces, 
ad Monarchics , he crecteth Starcs ; he circumſcribecth lawes ; he directcth vertues, 
teenlightneth ſtarresin heaut, he engraucth the beaury of flowers in the meadowes3z 
adtravellcth throu gh-out al nature , without taking paines ; euer preſent , yet al- 
Waycs vnſcen; eur in action, yet alwayes in repoſe; euer ſearching , yet not. needing 
ayching; cucr louing , yet neucr burning; cucr amaſling yet never penurious ; euer 
jg yer neuer loling any thing; drawing to himlelfe , yct hath nothing withour 
elfe. Good God, what ſay we, when welay GOD! 

Yet thou ( O ſinner !)thou yet wilt lift an armed hand againſt thy Lord againſt a 
God Omnipotenr , who notwithſtanding wil not appcare potent towards thee , but 
odoe thee good. Blind and inſenſile tugitiue from the ſoueraigne Eſſence inthe 
«901 of nothing, and whither wilt thou goe, nor to find the reproaches of thy cri- 
v3? Acayrife pleaſure, a wretched gayne,a ſatisfaction of vengeance,diſſolute com- 


Ry take God our of thy bart , to religne thee as a prey to thy paſſions, T hou un 
adore 


_—_ ———_ eg 
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avorethe fauours of men, that ar? like the rain-t ow in heauen , and which havin, 
made oftent of to many {pleadours, and varycd paintings , leauc vs rothing bur wa. 
ter and morter, 'T hou wilt build tortuncs vpon a foundation of quick-filucr;vpon . 
frayle reed, ypona man, who bearcth al che tigures of vanity. Thou wilt ſeekefqr Pa. 
Czlwm in Cepito.io radice in the Capitol , as fayd Tertul[ian, Thou wouldit find foucraigne Eeatitude jn 
queriis, awerfo ab the Courts of great men, and perperually eſtranged from heaucn and the liuing God 
ipſo Deo& iv. thougraſpeſt rothing bur Chimzracs of honour, and feeble images of content, 7, 
Apol, c. 4. "5- . ry ”—_ : # 
+ png firenzb of Þharas (laych the Prophet Lay) 5.1 be thy confuſion, and the confidence thoy hf 
Deca'uare, & tonde. 1 the shadow of FX 2 ypt, shal be the reproach of thy countenance. 
re ſuper filios deli Shouldſt thou not now forſake al thy ſupcrfuitics? Oughtſt notthou to wear: 
—_ 12rum, ſack-cloth, and carry gy” PCNAnce, hauing buryed the children of thy deliving 
5-15-40 ( loues and vyantics, ) which ſo farretran{ported rhec into the forgeattulneſſe of eter- 
nal bleſſings 2 If God he the Eſſence of efſences, why dolt thou plcale thy (cite with 
making (o many nothings by committing finnes without numbcr; infdclityes with. 
out conlidcration , and ingratitudes void of ſhame? It God be a Spirit , why holdit 
thou thy ſelfe perpetually hxcd to carnal pleaſurcs , which flatter to ſtranglethee? 
Looke on worldly ambitions , and thou ſhalt fee them bordercd with precipices: 
Reflect on delights, and rhou thalr find them ſtrewed al-ouer with thornes : View 
the wayes of finne , and thou there ſhalt obſeruc nothing, but remorce, Ovught nor 
we at his time to reſolue ypon conſideration of the grcatneſle , and gOOdneſle of 
God, to beare a reuerence, and an ercrnal loue towards him? a reuerence by faithfyl. 
ly keeping al his lawes, and commandments , and holding his wil more / Gro then 
the apple of our eyes; aloue by daicly offering ourlclues, it it were polhible , a hun- 
dred times for him, in as many Sacrihces,as our ſoule hath thoughts, and body men 
bers? My God, make mefrom hence-forth to enter into the bottoime of my ſoulc,ang 
to {lence al theſe troubleſome creatures, al thetc inordinate paſſtons, which fo often 
bercaue me of the honour of thy ſ1ght. Ap pcaſc thcir {tormes, and lurgcs,that] ma 
flently ſpeake to rhee , and cnter with thee into the great abylle ot dcl1 ghts, which 
thou reſcrucſt for ſoutes the molt purifyed,that there I may be rape in contemplation 
oi thy bountics,may be abſorpt in conlideration of thy beaurics, and nay wholy due 
mo thy hart by ſacred ardours of thy louc, 
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OF THE WEAKNESSE OF M AN, AND 
mconſtancy of humane things. 
AK GAIL P EA 
—_ Ho ſaith, Man, ſaies diventny : He is a wretched creature ( affirms 


that Ancient) whom fortune toſſeth as a tennis-bal, whom miſery , andewy 
' peyre in aball ance , whom tyme diſpoyleth,death takes away , and of wh 
2 inconſtancy makes 4 continual metamorphoſis. He entreth into the world 
iS by the gate of ſinne , with a body as frayle , as his ſpirit 1s barren: 
q weakneſlſe of mortal members , and ſtupidity of hart are giuen him 
as a portion of his Lirth , anda neceſſity of his condition. It you-(as yer) be notpet- 
ſwadcd of this verity, and more eſteem to confide inthe world, and to frameto yout 
ſclfe an arme of ſtraw , then to ſeek ſupport from him who {uſtaynerh with three fit- 
gers of his power the whole globe of the carth, King Apripps ( of whome 8. Lu 
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maketh mention in the Acts of Apoſtles, and Toſephus in the eyghteenth Looke of his 
Antiquities) is ableto gue you a faire leſſon of it, _ 
You hauc hcard in the hiſtory of Herod, how this vnnatural Prince put his two 
Ganes to death , lawful children by the chaſt m—_— This Agrippa of whom I 
e,ſonne of the yongeſt , named Ariſtebulys, came into the world with great 
wiledges of nature, dextrous,courteous, amiable, pleaſing, borne to court,ard en- 
wayne the fauour of the world. Index was a '] heater too ſtreight for his great 


Agrippa grand- 
child of Herod. 


Firit, he burnt with imparienceto be ſeen in the Court uf Tyberius Ceſar , where his * 


mother was already become gratious with one of the greateſt Princeites of the Em- 
re, Antonia, mother of the great Germanicus, and the Emperour Claudius, It was no 
ue matter for him to ſatisfy his deſire : For behold him preſently art the court of 

\ whcrehe cloſſcly adhercd to the perſon of Druſus the Emperour Tyberizs his 
anne, honoured by al the world as ſuccefſour of the Empire. - 

Agrippe ſo wel knew how to gaine this great Prince by the ſweet charmes of his 
ouucr{ation , that he could not liue without him : but as Tyberius was a frugal man 
offering his ſonne not to fal into any cxceſſe, ſo Druſus was ful of free affection to- 
yards his fauourite, the effects wherof were yer very (lender; In ſuch ſort that «d- 
pp cntertayning correſpondence with the ſonne of ſo great an Emperour , more 
jlaling then profitable for him; daily conſumed as the butter-fly in the flames of this 

ſe; ſo protuſg was his expencc aLouc his ability. The mother was extreamely 
roubled at it, and reſtrained ( what ſhe might ) her ſonnes purſe ; but he cuer found 
nxyes to open it againe, tilſuch time a ſhe dying, and the ſanne ſeeing himlſelfe ar 
liberty, he tiew into exorbitant expences, and became endebred a third , ora fourth 

at, more then he was worth. | S— 

This is it which ordinarily oucrthroweth yong men, who expect great fortunes, 
nd mighty tauours. 7 hey thinke to be preſently in the wid} of the Cirty when they a farre 
fe the hand of the dyal. They ſuppoſe they poſſeſſe bleflings which wil never be 
ad;they promiſe , are engaged , much turmoyle,and paſſionately hoping , ruine al 
teir hopes, Behold a litle the goodly ſupport may be expected trom men 
of the world. Druſus the Emperour's fonne , who bare al glory in bloome is 
tken into the other world, without making any mention art al of his fauorite : 
dengye tals from the charior of fquour and found there was nothing got by the 
kruice of his Maiſter, but debts; and diſcontents, 

He reflects on the father, to ſee if any ray of compaſſion wil dart from his eyes : 
lnTyberizs commanded him to be gone from the Court, ſaying for a ful reaſon, he 
would not endure to lookt on what his ſonne hail loued, without renouation of his 
Memory , and griefc. The yorg Prince returneth into 1udes , where , though the 

hild of a great King, he found himſelfe ſo needy,that he wiſhed to dye,not 
g wherewith to liue. 
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There is nothing more bitter to men of quality , amongſt al the ſcourgeS$of the pgyeny the chies 


world, then poucrry , which cuer drawcth a-long with it , foure cuil companions, 


ence vpon anothcr,contempr, ſhame, and miſery. This generous hartthought 
bardeath would berter his condition : But Cypre his witc,a good Princeſſe,chated 
Wy this melancholy humour , and deſcending ſo low , as the ſhame of begging 
kr him, procurcd ſome litle money , that he the more ſweetly _ paſſe thif mi- 
table lite : for verily he ſometimes lived at Herod the Terrarchs charge , ſometime 
yon Fleecas , Lieutenant of Syrie. Bur this kind of life being beggarly, and waited 
awith much reproach he grew impatient, and reſolued-to retyrne to Rem? , tO 
Wy himſclfe in the ſhadow of fauour, ſince hecovyld nor tytch the body of it. The 
uy Princeſſe his witc , ſeeing there was notapy would lend him money , vnleſſe 
bound her ſelfe for him , did it couragiouſly, expoſing her perſon to al the per- 
ſeytions of creditours, t9 help her huſband: 


fe ſcourge. 


Loyalty of a wife 
to bs husband, 


But a man much cndebeed is like one poſſeſſed round beſer with 2 Legion of Miſeries of a man 


; no ſooner went one out bur ten tormented him. Agrippe law himiclfe af- 
by creditours , Prouoſts, and Sergeants » Which more rerrifyed him then ar» 
ks, or warlike Engines. The moſt powerful of them al was a Controler of the 


Emperours 


endebted.z 
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Emperours houſe , who required a huge ſumme of money from him , whereofhe 
vas accountable to Tyberizes his Eſchequer, To thishe anſwered very coldly, he wi, 
ready to farisfy , if he pleaſed to be patient but til the next day : but thar night | he 
ſtole away and went towards Ryme , to draw more nere to the flame muſt burne 
him. Notwithſtanding before his comming he wrot to Tyberius , Who was in his 
Iland of Capre#, to {ound the likelyhood of his welcome. The Emperour who 
long beforc had his wound throughiy skinned , for the death of his Sonne., wro 
back againe very courtcoully , giuing him afſurance of welcome ; and the truth is , he 
found Tyberizs, who cntcrteyned him with extraordinary fauour , and lodged hin 
in his pallace. Al his buſyneſſes went wel , had it not becn this Controller , { whoſe 
ſhadow he ſtil ſaw before hiseycs ) wrot ſpcedily to the Empcrour , har A:zripps 
was endebred ro bus E ſchequer in great ſummes , which he had promiſed to d'ſcharge preſently, 
bur fled like a f aithleſſe man , and diſconered by his proceedings there was nothins bur Impt- 


ſtare in hu a&tions. | 


This valucky letter at the firſt deſtroyed al his credit. For the 61d man, who for 
al his frendſhip was reſolued not to looſe a denier , cauſed him thamctully to pack 


our of his pallace, and forbad his Guards to admit him any entrance bcfore he had 
{atisfyed-his creditours. 
The miſerable Agrippa , ſecking out a God of money to make his vowes ynto, 
Generous a&t of Went directly withour any feare to the Princeſſe Antowa to acquaint her with hi 
Antonia, misfortune , and begge her fauour, 'The Lady was fo generous, and Lountiful to- 
wards him, that ſhe diſcharged the debt , lending him money w remembrance of hi 
deadmother, 8& for that he had been bred with her ſonne Clandras, belides ſhe tooke 
ſinguler pleaſurc in his humour, 

"This man whoſe fortune cbbd and lowed , ſaw himſelfe ſodainly rayſed, fotha 
entring into amiry with Ceſar, he made a ſtreight league with Calrgula , by the ex 
preſſe commandment of 1yberizs, who appointcd he thould follow 1a. Thele were 
ro notable ramblers , whom chance had fo very wel coupled rogcther , as wel for 
conformity of thcir humours , as the encounter of their hopes, "They began a lite 
wholy ſportiue, not thinking on the time ro come, Eur to hope wel of it, nor drea- 
ming of any thing, but that which might make them merry. 

Agrippa perhiltivg in his ordinary delights , vadertooke one day as he went in 

Flattery of Agrip- coach with Calizwla to ſpeake of Tyberivs , ſaying That be was as old as the earth, ad 

pa. that it ſeemed death had forgotten him : That it was high time he payd tribute to natwe; & 
for bimſelfe,he wished nothing els in the world,bnt quickly to ſee Caligula Prince of the wld 
1n hrs place , wel knowing he should lay hold on a gobd portion of the felicityes which al mn 
were to haue vnder his Empire. He tound not that Calizula, although ardently delirous 
to ſec himſelfe ſodainly Maiſter , ſhewed to take any pleaſure in this diſcourſe ; 6 
much he feared the Empcrour Tyberius. He kept his thoughts in his hart nor truſting 
his tongue with them, lcaſt ſtones and buſhes might haue eares. 

It hapned by chance, that Eutyches Agrippes coach-man heard al his Maiſterſayd 
and was ſome ſpace of time without ſthewing any apparance of it, bur afterward 
being brought before the Prouofſt of the Citty, at his Maiſter Agrippaes requeſt , for 
a piltery committed by him in his houſe, he ſaid he had many other things to ſpeake, 
which concerned the Emperours life , whereupon the Prouoſt caryed him w 
Capree , where Tyberius plunged in his infamous pleaſures was ſome time without 
ſeeing him. Agripps who would needs excuſe himſclfe before he was accuſed, 
wholy forgetting the diſcourſe he had held with Caliguls , carneſtly preſſed thi 
ſcruant might be heard, ſo farre, as therein to employ the credit of Antonia, who 
was very _ with Tyberizs. The Emperour anſwered, Agrippa need not ire 
himſclfc ſo much in this affaire, and that it might perhaps be too ſoone decided for 
him. This put more diſturbance ypon him rhen he had before, ſo that to ſatisfy him 
Eutyches needs muſt be ſent for who vrged his accuſation very coldly , vpen which 
Tyberius who ſpake but halfe a word, ſayd nothing to Macro Capraine of the Guarb 

His priſon. but Take, take him, neither naming whom, nor how, Macro that thought not of hin 
atal, who was ſpoken of in this buſyneſſe , ood much amazed ,- not _—_— 
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com he meant , which made the Emperour repeat the word againe in choller, 
wing plainly : 7 command you ſeaze on the perſon of Agrippa , ſo that inſtantly he was 
tken almoſt in Caligma's armes , and pur to the chayne before the Pallace gate with 
aher Criminals brought thither, | 

It was then very hot weather ,and he being extreame thirſty, ſaw a ſeruant of Cal:- 
als named Thaumaſtus = along , who carycd a pitcher of water ; he called 


lim, entreating he might drinke , which the other preſenting with much courteſy, 
kehauing drunke ſayd : Aſſnre thy ſelfe, 1 wil one day wel pay thee for thus glaſſe of wa- 
wWiheu haſt giuen me; if 1 get ont of this captinity , 1 wil make thee great, Thereupon lea- 
ng tO a tree, anowle in a ſtrange manner perched oucr his head , which a ccreaine 
- ind (an Almaigne by Nation, ) a great Southſayer perceyuing , foretold him 
(ſephas relateth ) that this bird would proue a good Auger , and that he ſhould 
mercome al his affaires : but when he ſaw her the ſecond time, let him expect death 
xithin fue dayes. Note that theſe Kind of predictions Ry cunning lleight 
{the diuc), nor are their iſſues cucr very proſperous tor {uch as looke after them, 

Notwithſtanding Agrippe ſecing himſclte 1n this condition deſpayred not ot his 
atune,he 1s an to priſon, the good Princefſe Antonia, (whole hart was trastixed) 
mdiring in any ſort to ſpeaketo Tyberizs tor him , whoſe humours ſhe too wel vn- 
krſtood, Al ſhe could doe wasto recomend him to the Captaine thar he might be wel 
xed,and lodged, to let himtake the bathes, and haue ſome indifferent keepers. 

He remayned there ſome ſpace with much anxicty, when one day as he entred into 
tebathes , Marſy4s one of his ſeruants brought him newes of Tyberizs his dearth, 
rhiſpering it in his care in Hebrew , to this purpoſe rhe Lyon #5 dead, Ihe Centurion 
vho garded him (ceing them talke togerher in great fecret , would needs haue his 
are,and vnderſtanding what it was , became ſo ioytul that he merrily —_— with 
lspriſoner, Yet other reporting this britit was falſe,the Centurionentredinto ſuch 
arazed choller,tlmt finding Agrippe in his bed , he made him ariſe, fertered him, 
toughtto Kil him, for the diſpleature he conceyued to haue ſo eafily witneſled the 
wpothis hart, Bur his anger was ſoone appeaſcd , the death of Tyberius being moſt 
Manc, 

Caligula his ſucceſſour burnt with deſire to goe inſtitly to Rome to deliver his good 
frind ; but Antonia counſelled him not ſo much to haſten this affaire , leaſt it might 
te thought he did it to braue the decrces of the deceaſed ; which he found to be dil- 
aetaduiſe, Behold the cauſe why after ſome dayes were paſt, he gauethe royal pur- 
j.and diademe with his owne hands to-our Agrippe , adding therunto a chayne of 
wid,ot like weight with that of iron wherewith Tybrrizs had fettered him,and cau-: 
kdhim to (way 10 Iude4,giuing him the Kingdome ot Philippe in it's whole extent, 
Ayeare after he got leaue of the Emperour to viſit his Kingdome, where euecry one 
Kacld him , with much amazement, ſeeing him returne with a crowne , in that place 
there he had been reduced almoſt to beggery. Wherefore not to be vngrateful for 
lecfts receyued from God , he offercd his gold chayne in the Temple , and made 
lhamaſfius , who gaue him the cup of water, Controller of his houle ; ſuch power 
kath a light good tutne wel placed ouer a generous ſoule, 

When he had reigned abour foure yeares, Cal;g#a,the litle God of his felicity,after 
egeneral inundartivn of al the vices in the world , is flayne by Chereas , which taughr 
imgrear men of the earth are weake reeds that in aninſtant fal by the breath of God. 
arry one thought his whole fortune was ruincd ;. but the Emperour Claudius his 
acccſſour, with whom being yong he had been bred, ſcr him aboue wind and tem- 
MMtadding ro what Caligula gauc him, al Iudez and Samarie, 

b*hold how the Kingdomicinthe cnd returned tothe race of Marianne, of whichic 
kdbecn diſpoſſeſſed, & how Propidece redreth inſenſibly,a iuſtice moſt ſenſible, A- 
pe ſeeing himſclfe vnexpedtedly ſo exalted , cndeauourcdal he could to gaine the 
Weof his people, toentertaine juſtice & commerce,to rayſe goodly buildings,andto 
ſepare at certaine times publicke ſports,and recreations, Bur let vs ſtil _ at the 


kls this frayle greatneſſe of men , which hauing touched the ſtarres , 1s loſt in 
es, This vntortunate Prince ſo much deſired to become acceptable to his 
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ne whe hen the Church began, which wig Out, 
For bcing arriucd - Ee — gs off the wht ofs lancsh rock 
ragloufly _ — - A cauſed $S. Peter Prince of the Apoitles 10 be takzy, 
of $, lon,an _ _ heauy chaynes , of purpoſe very _— to —_ him 
_ _— idd -nwltitude , had he not been deliuers | mMiracu oul y by 
to-the rage © none, x4 t the vnhappy Agrppe perpetually op _ 
thchelp om 6.4 ſe their fauours at the charge ot INNOCCNT Alc _ dloud, 
nor fearing to _ c nenaakelmed wader abc trarden of his geeatneſle:; to teach 
—_ vos as pot ruine of their forrunes often procecdcth from the pe: 
- 1OUS 1 » | 
——_—_— of the ſeruants of Iz svs CuRis we h magnificent games at Ceſare, 
: h -CAre of his re1gne . {ctting Orty g ; ct. LD 
os 4 IE f _ ertainments , hc apearcd in tul T heater betore the Amizſ. 
the ſecond day © - Magn in a robe of cloth of (iluer , oa which the Sun reflec- 
ſadours of Tyre an _ ſently beheld refplendent as a ſtarre , and being about to 
ting his rayes, he was 9s ſpeach , his flatterers began to cry out with loud a 
open his —_— _ = wm not 4 man. Wherewith he entred into 4 Grſpeang 
pluſes, It was t 8 "_ No _ the ſame inſtant he ſaw the Owle » Whereof the 
09 ors __ _ ake, which preſaged his death, when ſodainly he cryed 
199% peo w Bebeld the God you Þauc made, who _ to 4 - CY 'ra 
Out tO his : late nine the deed, He 
ced me among the 1 _ "_— _ a hack wind him to ou from 
- 05 mr 5 bed and from the bed ro the romb. The _— on, 
the theater to 4 : the people conceyued ſo great a griefe thereat - - = 13 - 
_ _—_ bias his chamber couered with hayre-clorh, | ys S 
| 44 199 RE for his health. He bchalding:them 1n rhe ky of us pau, 
him, and wdre/ ding adicu to his family , BY people : then gemay nurig or | , 
+4 ax Fern c—— dolour , he yealded'yp his ſoule , to feruc as by __ 
= | 1007 Ng moors weakneſle , andthe inconſtancy of humane things, 
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THE PROPHANE COVRIT. THE HOLY COVET 


& 
That our ſupport sbould be from our 2 That the foundation of humane 
llues without expectation of any thing 2 life ſubſiſterh in the prouidence of 


jmy the prouidence of God. i God, 


T is an vnſpeakeable comfort to hane the eyes of God for witneſſe of The belicfe of a 
our ſufferings,and when we in iuſtice ſuffer with courage , to know ——_ : che 
© our paticceis cnlightned with thoſe aſpects, which make them thrice _—. 
> WUZ, happy. X wy . . 
The valourous Champions, who contended in the Olympiake 
ames,the ſpectarle heretofore of the whole world, in that proportion they telt their 
Kinto ſmart,thcir bloud ro drop,thcir bones crack, were comforted to ſee,vpon one 

ide the Tudges of fcheir combats litting to conſider theirmerit,and on the other cro- 

mes placed aloft, before them, the luſtre whereof reflected into their eyes, tocharme - 
txirpaynes by the hope of glory. 

From thence we deriue an vndoubted maxime, that itis an vnſpeakable comfortto 
he fanthful, who endure ſome incomodityes rough and thorny, to know there is an 
geofDiuine prouidence, which cly ſeeth them , but becomming a pledge for 
txirtrauels, promiſcrh to their perſcuctahce aſſured recompence, | | 
.l obſcrue the admirable prouidece of Gad,in that being perpetually queſtioned by 
t-difident ſpirits of Libertines, itcucxſubkſterh, bearing init's bolome who would 
&troy it ; & which is more,is eſtabliſhed bythe proofes, wherewiththey endeauour 
Prvine it, T at this preſent lay aſide the reaſons, which haue {o often been refuted. I 
lreake nothing at al of the conſent of the wiſe, ofthe heauens motions, of the neceſ(- 
[vrnes. 4 of creatures,of the architecture of the vniuerſe , of the order, and end 
oeucry thing, of miracles, of predictions, of ſpirits, amples, and ſo many other 
z2uments ordinarily vicd to proue the Diuine prouidence. I onely maintaine one 
bing, which perhaps wil ſccm {trange,but is moſt vndoubtcd;, that the ſame reaſons 
hereof the wicked make trophey, to cuict this beliefe from the faithful,are arrowes 
"ich recoyle back vpon themſclucs, : 

Althat which makesrhem murmur, and cry out againſt the gouernmet of a ſupreme 
auſe,is,thatcuils are ſecn in the waa would not be,ita God,al good,al wiſe 
we afbrmc) rooke care of things teporal.To which I anſwer,we ought to belicuc Monit nent 
proutdence,fince there is cuil in the inferiour order of the world which we inhabit, ,F —— 
ad the profit we deriue from our euils endeth in the knowledge of the ſoucrai- 
x good. For I aske, from whence know we euil to be euil , but by the exiſtence 
Titscontrary ? Had there neuer been health in the body , we had neuer known 
"ar fickneſſe were : but when at any time we ſaw a man ſound , freſh , and 


His goodnefle, 


© 


uſty , who ſodainly loſt his \apperite and fleep ; by ircaſon of ſhakings and 
| | | 3 43 
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keats felt oucr 21 his Lody, heis ſayd to be fick , becauſe the order of the good <9; 
ſlirution he beforc cnioyed is changed , and oucrthrown, Lixewite , when we fe, 
ſome cuil to happen in the world , we preſently {ay it is1l , becaulc it is againſt the 
order of good : and therefore the very wicked who complaine, cannot ſo doe ,y 


by affirming and acknowledging an order, from which this cuil is wandred, Now 


Proujdenia eff ratio y . ! : ; ; 
erdints rerum ad fi- wherc-ſoeucr there is order , thcre 1s neceſſarily direction and Prouidence, 


. . 5 ” » i: I 

nem. {ince we ſec one cannot ſo much as tel vnto foure , & recxon fomec number one 
after anothcr without the help of reaſon. You commur a finne , and tcel irinſtant]y 
brings ſome remorce with it : whattcachecth you 1T 1S lnne,!t not the lay. ? l entred ny 


Rom. 7. 7. into the knowledze of ſinne,but by me.nes of the Law. For I knew not what concupiſcence was, 
Peccatum noncogno- if the | rw had not rold me:Thon thalt not conet,layd the Apoſtle, 
13, niſe per legern, Now what is Jaw,but an order, and a {oucraigne rcaſon engrafted in intelledug] 


Nam concupiſcen- FEI RE om It AI" 
ow nefohes &f. PUT" hich comandeth, and ordayacth things that ought to be donc,wirn Cypreſſ: 


lex diceret; Non con- prohiliuon of thr COntrarycs. Wharis it els , but ancternal rule which guiderh the 


cnfiſcer, world by the knowledge of doe, and nor doe : An ortinance moſt holy , which pre- 
Pial. 63. 8. {crileth al honeſt things, and banitherh al vice. 


Sagitre parunlorem PFromthence cnſucth, we cannot complaine of the leaſt diforder, without confel.. 
fatte juns plage e- ſing this crernal prouidence , which citablitherh al orders. O the wonders of God, 


Tum , © infirmat® \\ 1 ocauſerhthe arrowes of thoſe who inuade his wildome , to returne againſt ſuch 


ſuns contra eos (in- 
gue eorum as ſhot them ! 


Ananfwer made 3. Some complaine there arc things poore and abicct in nature , which areto ng 
tocomplaints a= purpolc, bccauſc brutiſh man wil not ns their vie, for feare he thercin hnd his 
gainſt Prouidenc@. gy. ingratitude. They would hauc God make the world al of gold, as that painter, 
who ynableto pencil the beautiful Heller with fo great diuerſity of parts , and con- 
formity of meml:crs, filled his table with drapery , win h ſeemcd rich, but was litle 
S. Tho. _ to the purpole, Who ſ{ccth not the truth of that iingular axiome of $, 7 homas, That 
pg ; - ON neucr would there be pericct goodneſle in things crc arcd, were there not {ome order 
a eotants nel in. 20d degrecs in the ſame goodneſſe, Al the grace and Leaury of tie world wouldbe 
veniretur niſs ifſes or- loſt, if the multitude g& di{proportion of {to many things were taken away , which 
do bonitaus. by an admirable diſcrepance , and diſcord infinitly agreciag , confone m the goodof 
this great Al, In this it 15, whcrin thc muſick of the great God contiſteth, and vou wil 
diſturb it : "This is his Table diucrtifyed with many coJours , and you w:ldctaceit: 
"This is his common-wealth diuided into ſundry oftces,and you wil ruin it, 
Aftcr this ſo laudablc diucrlity 1s blamcd, the cuils ot nature arc d<cry2d,ſerperts 
and poyſons arc cxclaymed at , and al other creatures thought miſchicuous, Blind 
that you arc, who {ce not, an euil wel placed in the world is not an cuil, Fire , which 
burncth ſtraw, makes gold and fi]ucr ſhine : water which drowneth men , daily giues 
life ro fiſhes, It you take his poyſon from the {erpent , you bereauc him wherewithto 
liue:and whar ſhal we ſay,that there may be found ſuch am6g men,who haucturndd 
; poylon into nutriment Jucry creaturc 15 good for ſome vie, Letvs not then accuſethe 
Homines magis ful- \i{Jome ofthe Creatour,butonely correct our imprudence, Another ſaith he copla- 
beuns orcinem dint- nesnot there are culs Lucha - arc 1] diſpolcd, fince good mt haue the greateſt part of 
ne pronvidentie , qua : " > 2 & ] LINCC YOOU ME NAUE TNE & p ; 
res naturales , qu them.Itis an old quarre],and which hath ſo many times been ſufficiently refuted, with 
propinguius ordinen- More vigour of reaſon, then corrccion in manners, The heauens, and ſtarres areac 
eur ad Dewm, ficus cuſcd, when a good Prince hath loſt a battel, and that hauing alhis lite time purſued 
ad finem, innocency, il {ucceſſc hath waited on his ſtandards. Some complayne that another, 
Hieron. Ferr, 1. 1, . Y» . : "__- , - . Eh 
de Triumpho cru- being ſo tuſt,is plunged in a miſerable ſuit ; that the ſca which drenched INNOcents, 
cis, c. It, fauourcd pyrats ; that hayle fel vpon the held hlled with crofſes and benedionons 
and that death ſparing ſo many yoprohrable and guilty heads, rooke away chate- 
ccllent man 1n his prime, Ignorant that we are of the bleſlings, and euils of lift! 
Haue we then taken the character of C hriſlianity vndecr condition to be happy ik 
al worldly occaſions ? 1s it reaſon ſince God gaue vs eternal bleflings , he thou 
likewiſe ſatisfy vs 11 al theſe petty trifles 2 We ſay the iuſt are not the more hap- 
pY , becauſe they doc not alwayes gaine the moſt in play , and trahick , and that 
they arc not thc molt fauourcd with good {ucceſle in the world : as if a Fauourl, 


fed with viands from the Kings owne diſh ſhould complayne the King afford: 
; hin 
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tim notthe bread was diſtributed amongſt his dogs. We would that God hauing fo 
charily taken vs into his protection for our eternal {ajuation, {houldallo charge him- 
flfe to deliuer vs al our pacckets. This innocent ( lay you) is oppreſſed, and this wic- 
ked man is proſperous. How Know you God's countels ouer Loth the one and other? 
This gold (faith S. Auguſtine) of one fide is purityed in the furnace, and on the other 
that — thought happy , hath already rhe hooke in his throte. God hath {o long 
expected your penitence, and you cannot one moment rea{ onably wait on him, I he 
kerees of his prouidence reſemble letters written with the juice of a limon, which 
never are red, but by the help of fire. That day when he {hal cometo idge the world 
nfames,wil make al appeare,which the weaknefle of our wits can not comprehend. 
But wichout expectation of ſo long a terme, there needs but one Seflion ; there necd- 
ah Lut the quarter of a mans life ro teach many examples ot diujnc Proudence, : 

Ler vs ſlick {til to the verity pronounced by the ancicut glofſe vpon the booke of Glo. in Tob.. 

Job : Tompr.ation 15 not 4 1i2ht for cleft ſoules , but an cnening , which darkneth, nat extingut- T entre an _ , 
eb ligh, Let vs cleaue to the reſolution, which Terrm{[1entcacheth vs : We hane enga- = _ S - C 
gdowr ſoules by a ſolemne oth ro this warf.cve of tribul.xtion. Tet vs not betr.ty our faith, to be- ho non exttngmer, 
ny our gory. The Egyprianthorne was cucr cltecmed in tic CONtexture of COronets* Terrul, ad Scapul, 
md ſtil a tharp affliction paricntly Lorne hath Leen highly valewed in the diademe cAnimas noſtr as au- 
conſtancy therar in has pu- 
ae Wa + 2 | Rr” . ogy gnas ecceſirmus, 

4, If peraduenturc one ſpirit be conuinced vpon this article y a million of cxam- 
ples, wich ih-w ,1ivyertne for a time hath becn afflicted , yct God in the end crow- Of the permiſſion 
ncth it with immortal garlands ; he fals vpon the permitſion of linnes , and you hnd of finnes, 
Likertines ſo abominabic, and vnuatura),astoaccute God to hatic too-much good- 
eſſe and, clemency , to tolerate their ditorders > Why doth man complaine of the 
wil whereof he is the Authour ? If a legge be lame , or crooked, the mouing vertue 
which of it-ſclfe giucth force, and vigour is notblamcd , bur the diſtortednelle , and 
&&iliry of the part, Why doc we not ar leaſt vic God in the ſame'manner? When we 
kchold a deformed and exorbitant wil , let vs not lay this great Moucr commuts this 
mrcularity; for he ccaſcth not to diſpole al creatures to good, butconfeſſe the defect 
Sthe curl wil, whichretiſtethit's Creatour, 

Whar wrong doth Godvnto vs, it he being Gouernour of this ample Citty, called 
theworld,wil nor force any man, but giues cucry one leauc to liue according to his 
condition? He ſuffereth ſtones to abide 1n their owne inclination,creaturcs in their in- 
lin, men in their liberty. He ceaſeth nor to teach them good , to preſtcibe, and giue 
them Mcanes to performe it, and if they doc otherwile, they deriue from their cuils, 
Qther iuſticc or repentance, Wat wrong then doth hc ,it he make nan free, to be& - © 
ome the more like him(clfe, ; 

Hauc you not {cen the notable diſcourſe written by Fauſlus Biſhop of Rheggio, Fauſtus. Reg. 1. 2, 
where wifdome , power,Lounty, and iuſtice,plead b&ore God one againſt another, de Grat, This Au- 
wuching mans liberty. Power tcarcd if he were let looſche might abule this free-wil —_— — _ 
his owne ruine, and ſaid he muſt giuc al except the power to vndoc himlelfe:but in th of ——_. 
tie end it was concluded rhat , that which was beſt and moſt excellent thould be he may be tauou- 
granted him, to wit libcrty , not to be thrown into the world like the ſtock of a rably interpreted 
mee; but haue lcaue to doe good, and 11, that his cxtraction might be rendred the ——_ es —_ 
more clate,, anl lis actions the more glorious : I hat, power would make him more —_ :on_ _ 
wobic, wiſdome prudent, goodnefſe atlift him in his combars, and iuſtice crownehim 1y , as Baronius 
2 his victorics. | faith, 

Ss let vs make him (aid wildome) that be may haſtento the choyce of the berter part not 
Fneceſs ty, but of meer good wil , that he vnderfland enil by reaſon, and doe g10d throuzh vyer- Telem faciamus, 
, Such let vs make him that goodneſſe may appeare in his nature , and malice ont of his 19m in dexteram 
"ture. Such let ys make him that he may hane good in wil,andeuil in power ; and the firſt pevvets COND 


ceſittas, ſed voluntas 
mromd of bis glory may be the power of ſinne , and the wil not to aft it, qua1 moletwackns 


Wereit amatter very reaſonable thinke you that God thould cea(c to doe good, bc- inrelligar,bonum wir- 
Qauic man would take occaſion to doe 11 Know we notit is a maxime of wel or- ** perficiae. Tal-m 
cered policy, ncuerto neglect the publike for inconucnicnces , and defects of ſome 
puculars, We arc not ignorant frec-wil is one of the moſt excellent treaſures of 


faciamus cut boniias 


in n4tura, malitia ſis 


extr4 najuran, Oc 
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S. Tho. contra reaſonable nature, and why ſhould God depriuc his workmanſhip of ir, vnder colou: 
| ps a % _ thar ſome particulars would abule it? Ought we not to content our ſelues to beho1y 
Boner bone partis, ad 7 the hiſtoryes of al the Nations of the world, how God pertueth , chaſticerh, ge. 
prudentem (21117 £18- ſtroycth both euil, and cuil men, ſometimes openly, ſometimes coucrtly ; to reyard 
bernaroremperrimer good men in the cnd , and reſtore vertue to her throne, of which the infolency of 
negligere aliquem theyicked ſeckes ro diſpoſlefſe them. Let vs then tor this realon adore the Proy. 
_ _ dence, and acknowledge the propotition I heere haue proucd, that the diſorder 
Centzm bonitatis in Condemned in nature aucrre there is a fir{t order, and a primiciue rule withour which 
g0po, nothing can be wel diſpoſed. 
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Ul 


dinine Proudence. 


= HE Re remayneth, hauing ſuccinctly refated the obicctions of pro- 
| Sh phane ſoules, to inſtruct , and {ctle the faithtul 1n this belicte , which 
2! 15 one of the greateſt con{olations of lite; and for which cauſe] at. 
Sy hirme the doctrine of Prouidence is grounded vpon Scripture, ypon 
holy Fathers , and ypon reaton : Vpoathe Scripture, which giue ys 
aſſurance in'{o manyplaccs, 
Sufllzm, & me- Wiſdome plainly tclleth vs , That God madelitle , and great; and as there 15 nothins ( 
gnum ipſe fecit , + Vaſt may eſcape bis Immenſity, IC there 15 not any thinz fo ſmal which ts deprined (wr dleſS ines 
equalizer illi cure of his bounty. H1s Promdence conerneth al things from the beginning of the world, and ce:ſeth 
; aan not to diſmntansle this great web of Ages. The rree looſeth not one of 1s leanes , the head owe 
nu j "M8 aaſſbres of it”s haires the ayre one litle bird, without his ordinance, as the Eternal Word teacherh ys, 
afſe vencuns. &c. We derine life , motion, and being » from hts boſome, in which he beareth vs withon! wWearintſe, 
Math. 10. and preſerues vs without loathing, Al the world 1s alarge(a) dioceſe whereof he is the Bishop, 
In wpſo vinimuw Trc;nal Prdat, who indefatizably watcheth oncrbts flock, as ſayth Clemens Alcxandrinus, 
| t-5:-hphprannd (I) So ſoone as a creature 15 in being gt 1s muifined with fonrees of the diuine Promdence,ſaydS, 


Maximes of Pro- 
utdence, 


AQt I7. * -<* . . . \ of 0 an by 
(a Uno bv Faw roxay Dy onilius. And according to the opinion of S. Auguitine (Cc), Nothins 1s ſenſibly ,and viſibly 
ET 46,0705. done in the world, which commcth not from the interionr , inwſible , and intell1gible cabinet of 
Clem Alex, this great Monarch, whether it be commanded, or permitted. | 


(bS.Dyoni.deCzlk. Nv obſcrue this divine Prouidence is compoſygd of three heads , knowledee, 
Hier. c. 4. rav]a]e 5 


Gre tTexe rene diſpoſition, and goucrnment. Knowledge , {ceth and conſidereth al things : Diſpo- 
(c Augult. de Trin, fition ordeyneth the connex10u of parts , and corre{pondency Loth of the one, and 
L 3.c. 4. other : Goucrnment embraceth al things which concerne the end, as wel to diuert 
Nthil fit ſenbbili- the gþſtacles , as aduance the progreſſions. God hath al theſe three points ſuperemi- 
wk —myrgall nently. For as for knowledge it 1s moſt perfect, as we wil pretently demonſtrate, 
| HR muiſfibili, Diſpoſition 1s ſuch,thar al the whole vniuerſc inal it's parts is ruled, ike a paper with 
atque intelligibiti muſikelines, Which made Syneſezs ſay,(d)rhe world was the harp ofGod,& the diners 
aula ſummi Impe- orders of nature were the ſtrings of it. And Innlivs an African Biſhop, who fourilh- 
rator1s, aut 1ube>- 0 j1 the ſixth Age , diſcourting very ſubrilly vpon this ſubiect, ſhewesthe relation 
kg _ RY there is between the ciuil world and nature,comparing the ſeauen daycsof the week, 
(d Synefius Hym 4 With the ſcanen Ages of the world, The Goucrnment ot it 15 fo perpetual , ard vil- 
Fix cov Squers & ble, that Ariſtotle himſclfc(e) confefleth,the comunication of the f:rit being mantay- 
Toa wx Tx aire ncd al creatures in {tate ,and that withour 1'ts benigne intlucnces this great Al would 
Te. Juniliusin Ge- ,.41irne to nothing. 

nefim,nif fit, Beda. ; | ; 4 ; A FN Dey. 
(e Ariſe. Bpiſt, de &- Bur if you aske ypon what foundation of reafon this doCtrineis built , Tani 
principio. wer,it is ſupported by toure powertul columnes; icience , goodnellc , inſtice, and 
The fountlations , hc power ot God, His ſcience is innit, and incomprehenſible, Forhemolt dijtincty 
&foure pillersof it, bcholdeth al things ; which haue been, arc, ſhal ke, and may be , in their proper el- 
KnowledgeutGod. ſence, which is the cfheicnt , final,exemplar , and tundamentat cauſc of then, You 
Pſal 146. muſt nor require how this diuine Spirit may ſuffice ſo many things; ſince al things 


ent ejius non x I : 
—_— compariſon of him, arc no more then a drop ot dew , compared t0 the OCcca11, He 


Dens in omnia ſufficies. Diſs:mulator , & prenari: ator perſpicacia ſue nomeſt, Tertull, L de parnir. c. 3, 
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knowes al, becauſe he creared al;becauſe the world is no world by any other reaſon, 
wuttharGod hath known it was a world. The vapours of the carthneucr weary the 
fnnc:it could not breath forth ſo much, if he digeſted nor more: So the Knowledge 
ofal obice&ts of the world cauſe no wearyneſic in God, becaule al therein 1s finit, & 
his ſcience iS , as 1s his eſſence , infinit. | 
7. To this {cicnce is 1oyned a great goodncfle , which is the cauſe God loucth al His goodneſle, 
te created , and conſeructh it with a certaine tcnderrefſe of affection , and inefti- 
nable fweerneſſe. The Empire of man ordinarily is harſh,& violent, He diuertch the 
courſe of watcrs,he dryes vp fountaines, he ſukmitteth Lyons to the yoake,he placcth 
wrrets on the backs of Elephants , he changeth metals, he cour.terters pretious ſto- 
res, he ſophiſticatcrh total nature to accommodate it 10 his pretenſions : But God 
otiorcing rhe inclinations of things creatcd , appiycth himiclte to each according 
tothe qua1!tics of it's ierce. He thireth with the funne , and burneth with the 
fre. He makes ſhowers withthe clowds , pearles with the fhels, the dew of hcauen, 
cold, and fruits with the carth, 
\ Wevnderſtand there arc three ſtreamings of this kounty : the one by generation 
kc other Ly ſpiration , and the laſt Ly creation. The two firſt are cterval, the laſt is 
zmporal, by which he drew the wor!d our of rothing , and hauivg produccd it, 
manccynes 1t , Loth in general and particular , affording ecuen to the leaſt fly a] ac- 
ommodation accordir'g tO it's rature , and condition, He 15 not hike thoſe Oftri- 
hes , which lay their cgges on the fand without hatching them : but comparcth 
limſelfe ro the Hen in the Ghoſpel, which toyleth and lakourah inceſſantly , cither 
v hatch, feed , ortrayne vp her yong-ones : ſhe waxeth leane , ſhe famiſherh her 
{It , becomes angry, briſtles vp,her icife for ker pretious Erocd , and taketh thar 
jon her for loue whith tie cannot haue Ly nature, It is a ſhadow of the goodnefle 
oGod , who ccalcth not to prouide tor our neceflitycs , to loue vs as his children, 
wdefer:d vs asthe apple of his cyc. I was ( ſayd he by his Prophet) as the foſler-father Ofce 11, Fe egoqueſs 
{my people. 1 bare them al. berween my armes , they nener vouchſafins to open their cyes to —_ F _ 
w protection, Vet wil 1 diaw them to me by the bands of Adam , which are the chaynes of P. m—_ _— E 
wy charity, : . DARN Tung , quod curarem 
Bchold in Exodus the litle Moyſes who floatcth on Nlas in a cradle of reeds : eos, in ſuniculis As 


temother for fearc of the rigour of men abandoneth him to death , the fiſter iol- dam trahameos, in 
beth him with her eyc to ſee what wil become of him : but her weakneſſe could 4/246 charitabis. 
(enothing to warrant him from danger, God in the meane 1pace Eccomes the * _—_— 
Pilot of this litle barke , he conductcth 1t without laylcs , without rudder , with- 
atoarcs , he bearcs it vpon the waues , he makes it arriue at a good haucy, He 
weth out this infant , who was as a victime cxpolcd , to make of him a Cod of 
Mara , one day to drowne inthe rcd fea the poſterny of thoſe , who would kaue 
fenched him in Nes. 

8. Addeto this immenſe goodneſſe , iuſtice , an inſcparable vertue of the Diui- His Iuſtice, 
ty, which ſcemcs ro oblige God to preſerue and direct what he created. But ir 
$0 iudge moſt abieftly of this diuinc vndcrſtanding , to ſay as did Ancrrees , tha 
te abuſed his magnificence , and ſoyled his dignity , if he buſycd himſclte in the 
tannage of ſo many triflcs, $. Ambroſe iudged better , when ke fayd : if Ged wrarg <. 13. 
bmſelfe in the gonernement of the world , did he not himſelfe a greater minry in creating it. , Hi | maſts-was 
Fur to doe or not to doe , what one 15 not obliged vnto , hath no minſlice in it; but to abandn a miuxia fecyſſe , cum 
Tature , after it 15 produced , 1s a flayne of inhumanity. And it we regard the iuſtice, «liquzd non feciſſe 
Wich appertayncth ro the gouernment of men ; what malignity and proſtitution rulla fit imuſti216,,non 
mind were it to thinke,ſoulcs the moſt caytiue hauirg tome fparke of iuſtice , yer DN ney" / = 
od ( who muſt be ſoucraigne perfection ) would ſuffer the world to ke expoſed to nts 
orune , or deliuered ouer to tyranny , as a prey , and a booty, without any care 
it, orenquiry into ininſtices 2 There is not anv Age which could not furniſh our 
million of proofes againſt rheſe miſchicuous kelietes , if we would open our cyes 
vconfiderthem ; but our diſtruſts and puſillanimityes blind vs and alienate vs from 


Ambrof. 1. 1, offic, 


knowledge of thoſe truths , which God referucth for the moſt puriticd ſoules. 
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9, Toconclud?e, the laſt columane which thould tale ow faith in the veritys of 
dc goucrnment i5the magiltral power God excerciiceh ourcr al ric worid Wl 


H:s power. 
il. | 
rv ac herutceth , t-mperetht, and directeth with onc ſoic thought , much othcrivid; they 
TOY 105 j4v did herctotore thoſe prattike wits , wo vanted ro animate {tatucs becauſe they j,y 
Arilt. 1. demandes opting cg gaue them mouon, Wreatched and blind that we arc, cucr bowed 
done co the carth,, and perpetually deucited of note great lights of Satits ! W. 
mcalurc God Ly the cl of men , we cloth Iiim alicr our tfathion, and we hold 1mpo/; 
llc roche Diuniity , what our vaderſtandins cannor compr. head, Shal we newer 
{ay with the Propict Icremy : 0 moſt ſlrons ! O onely great , and onely potent! The Gat 
of | louxſls is thy name, 1hon art gre it thy counſels, incomprehcnible in thy co tt.ttions , 
and thy eyes are open ouer al the wayes of the children of Agar. 

We daily [ee vpon mien, who'arc but wormes oft the carth , ſo many tok: ng of 
Gods power. A iving (pcakuth , and a hundred thouſand {words haſten ou of {cal - 
Lards at the found of vac {yliatlc. A maſter or a lamily Luilds , ard at one lilly 
beck \Lchold to many artificcrs, 10 many mu'es 1d horlcs , ſoinc dravy marcrials, 
out of the Lotiome oi quarrycs, others carry thom 1 wagons , ſome mal« mor. 
KT, and CUTICINE , OTiCrs New {tones 3 {O1mc ray (c them 41Oit X OLNCYS ay thum : {ome 
play the carpeuters , and others poluſh marbles, "There arc i(O!MC Who worke in 
own, and others in Lralle ; al is donc to tlic alk iog OF ONC Man, WnO is poſleſlcd 
Oi a litlic money, 

: 1J0c you Neuer coniudcr God as a great Ning ut anarmy , 45 a great fathcr of 2 
faml.y l1ahouſc, who Ly his [OUCTaLgnC POW.r SOUCENCs al he created , not with 
a toyiclome carc , Lut an 1comparablc taciity, He game 1n thc Legg of the 


vert. p par. 3.C 14. creation an taſlinct to al luing creatures , and thre 18 not any to Jitle a tpidcr, 
N af itur ay mnea cum 


l:ge libro,es lucerna, 


Ll 


1 
Q T-v5 


Hier. 32, 19. 
Fort:f$.m: , mxgne, C> 
poten Domine excer- 
cimum , nomn 11 
Magnus conſtluo , & 
incomprehenſtv lis 
cogitaty , nine ouuly 
aperis 'unt , ſuper 
omnes vias filiorum. 


Adam, 


Guil. par, de vni 
which commung 1to the world Lringeth not 115 rulcs , it's booke, it's i1ght ; 1t 1s 
preſcutly inſtructcd in al it thould doc, God {pcalccth 11:tcrIOurly tO al Creatiircs in 
a dumbkc language, with a poweriul impreſſion , a tecrcet command ement ; hc gites 
; a (1gnal into the world and cucry one doth his of:ce , cucry one Jatoureth reguiarly 
pens ſe wninerle | NY 4 1114p, ai:d al thif,os agrecto this great harmony of heatucn, The litle Nivhti:- 
fonu verfefle magni * d Jp, aid all ak > Jgree tO Nis great Nariiony ON NCAucn, - 12E.C INIOAU. 
mdnis & priſtans $aIC IN the lorreſts makes an Organ of her throte , lometmcs Lecakn g, her notes 
in lud;,immusſem JntO warblcs, fometmes ſtretching them our at lengi. 1 he Swallow 1s uy mher 
per operi imo, walens majonric, the Boe twyleth al the. day in her tnnoccuc chetts , the Spider furniſhctr 
Fon PR outthc loo trayne 0: her webs , aud makes more curious workes with her fect 
cantt: , unfit ans "OM O A ar LIES Site play thoirn 4 
wniwerſa. TNCN THEmMOILSKI fu women Can WEAauc wut LENCIYT NANAs, nhcs} iayt IcIr part VO Ct 
Tertull. 1. de Tri- he water , beaſts of ſervice labour in their duty, (nai grains of feed , chough deat 
nik, C. 2. and rotten, giuc litc to great trees, which aduance to uhe clouds, 'I here 15 nothing 
idIcin al nature, nothing ditobcdicnt but men , and deuils , who employ their liber- 
ty to rcliſt him whoſe power 15 as tult , as it is eternal, 
ro, Let vs thenconcluding this diff 0::rte , adore the diuine prouidence , which 
holdeth the helme of the vauucrſe. Let vs Echold it, as a watch- ower furniſhed 
with a thouſand fires that atoundantly enlighten this Occan where-on we layle, 
Lct vs |,chold it as a Lurning pillar in the wildernciie of this lite, Let vs Lehojd It a; 
our polc-ſtarc , and ncucr looſe {1ght of it. It is our (up ort , our 1weetnelle , Our 
comfort. It is that which cooleth our ardours , drycth our tearcs , Lreaketh our 
ferters , and difſiparcth our annoyes. If wee in darknefle , it is the light , if we be 
anxious, it giucth counſcl. It we kc ina labyrinth of crrours , it is the thread which 
guidcth vs , it in danger of ſhipwrack it 15 the haucn , aid it we be at the gates 0t 
dcatl:, it is lite, 

. Away with al curiolityes , ſouthſayers , ſorcercſſes , and ſuperſtitions voworthy 
the name of a Chriſtian. F'y vpon deſpayre , and nuvds atficton. Let vs larnc a 
things which appertainc to vs, ſpecdily , and cfticctually to 11z our (clues on the wil 
of the Omniporent. 1I.ct vs continually lay , God fccth this aftaire , frnce othing 
c{capcth the quicknelle of his eye : He loues me as his child , kccaulc he is 00d- 
ncſle it-(clfce : He is wut , becaulc he is the meaſure of al iultice : He is poteut , be- 
cauſc there is not any thing can reliſt his wil. Let vs expect a while ; the _—_ 
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[endure 15 but a flying cloud , and God wil doc al for thc heſt. Ler vs ſay with 
F, Anguſtine* 

0 Soweraigne Father , who gonerneſt the vaſt frame of heauen , I ſubmit to thy direftion. Augult. de ciuir, 
lead me on the right band , led me on the left , turne to what ſide thou pleaſeſt. I follow thee ——— OA 
pithout reply , or delay. For what should I get by reſflance but to be dragged , weepins ; oft moder ———_ 
d.to beare , becomming emil , what I might doe ſincerely becoming good. pr , quacumg; placuut 

Heawen , earth, and ſea , 1ayd Nicephorus Gregoras, (a) fiebt 4%.41nſt 4 wicked man nulaparetieft mora. 
ya fweitine from Promidence , and a diſturber of Inſlice. ac 4 wm pager : fac 

Letys learne to flecp {ccurcly in this conformity to the wil of God, asa litle 1n- "10G mn wk 7 
ant on the teate of his nurce, It is atthe {;ght of this promdence , that Jonas bu- farere ques Te 
wed in the belly of a whale, and coucred vnder the Oceans waues made a chappel tono. 
ofthe devouring gulph , which was to haue been 11s punithment , ſpeaking atfec- (a) ApameT Hi 0800 wry 
tionatc]y to God: (L:) Behold al thy wanes and abyſjes paſſe oucr my head, yet I deſpaire not Ne — 
behold thee 1n thy J emple. (b) _ >. 4. its 

It was in fight of this that the Patriarch No# ſhut vp in the Arke, whilſt wrath- Omnes flufins &> 
wl-hcauen thundred ouer the earth , the windes were vntettered , the pillers of the gurgires cur ſuper me 
world tottered with fatal conuultions, whillt men and houſes were torne in pieces abed, 

s ; ; ; , : kamen r1Y/us videbo 

oſcrue as a paſtime for the Sca , and the yels of beaſts mingled with the crycs of emplam jen 
ſomany mortals ccchocd round abou: , laſtly when al the world {wam, he reſtedin ,umm. 
n incomparable tranquillity , adorivg the counſels ot Gods juſtice. Sacred Prow- 
&nce, we proſtrate on the carth adore rhee , vindicate vs trom the bondage of our 
wlons , make vs dyc to ſo many dead things of mortals , rhat ve liercafter may 
luein thy delight, 
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E T vs a litle withdraw our minds from diſcourſcs to the con - 
11dcration of examples, like thoſe , who labouring on ſome 
curious works , rctreſh their eyes with bcholding the verdure 
of meadowes,or luſtre of Emeralds. Volumes might be compi- 
led without end by him who would follow the toot-ſteps of 
diuine Prouidencc, in ſo great a labyrinth of times, and Hil- 
OY torycs ſo innumerable. But it is not my purpole in theſe ab- 

Ireviations , where I endcauour to ſuppreſſe much , and wel expreſle a {cw things. 

If you behold this Prouidence in nature , there are eternal miracles , which 
Roniſhed the wiſe , animated al voyces , gaue matter to al pennes , and filled al 
he bookes in the world. On what fide locuer we turne our eyes , we meet this Prouidence of God 
neat Miſtreſſe with a hundred armes , and as many hands , which inceſſantly = —_— 
travel to doe vs good. It enlightneth vs in the bcanty of ſtarres , and lights; it war- a 
meth vs in flames , it refreſheth vs in the ayre , it delighteth vs in rhe ennamel of 
neadowes, it moyſtneth vs inthe ſtreaming of chryſtal tountayncs , it profitcth and 
enrichethin r fertility of fields , ſo many trees and ſhrubs , ſuch diuerſity of 
Futs, ſuch wholeſome hearbs, ſuch a great quantity of viands ſo wel diuided 
ito al the ſcaſons of the yeare , ſo man living creatures , ſome whercof come 
'\m the water , others from the carth , the reſt trom the ayre ; cuery part of the 
"0rld bringing it's cribure 3 ſo many medicinable waters , ſo many riucrs — 
aftor 


Vid. Senec, I, 4, dc 
benef. 
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40 1 {ich dulicionus 1 v2 he land (or ME) _ 

az ory TUCH JENCLOUS TRNOTCSTO the land lor COMMCLICC . and al Iimance aCCOMmmE. 
dation. 


Particular proui- I now kt alchispaſlc , and commirg to matters more particular , demand of you 
dence ouer diuer: ywho yas the caute, that in thc Canary land called Ferro, when it is roaſted With 
countrycs, | 
Iovanncs Mztcllus, | > h 
found a huge t:ce , which {eemes to change al the leaucs thereof nnto as many petty 


# fountayncs:tor eucry one diflilleth water, and al render it in ſuch akoundance, thy 
it {uffticeth Both mcn and their flocks? Who doth al this good huſbundry , butthe 
diuine Proutdence ? And who is it ſupplycs ſcarcity of rainein Agypr , and com- 
mandcth Nils to oucrflow the fie}ds in his limited time , to hcarc in his inundationg 
the wealth of Pharoes, Lut it ? 

Who mak<cth Aniudotes grow in places, where poyſons ſpring, but it's wililome 

- Tf Africk, have many ſcrpents , there are ?ſylles , which deſtroy them. If other coun. 
treyes breed ſtorc of ſnakes there arc Allen flowers , which driue them away, If 
A2ypt hath a Crocodile , it affords an 1ndj.m rat, which burſteth jt, There are like- 
Wile trecs to be found which hauing venemous roots vpon one iide , yeald a remedy 
on the other. By what hand are framed ſo many wonders of nature , which make 
Looks ince{lantly (pcake , but by that of this great Work-man? ; 

Admirable protec- Butif youon the other [ide wil conhider it in the protection of men , what doth i 

tion of men inrare not by the miniltery of t's good Angels ? 1 fee vpon one 11de in hiſtorycs the lit 

accidents, King Mithridztes inuolucd mn lightning-faſhes, whilſt he 1nnocently fleeperh in his 
wtant cradle, the flames conſuming his clothes , and linnens , and not touching his 

Lody at al. To whom thinke you ſhouldI attrilute this? | 

On thceothcr I ponder the prodigic lo lowdly proclaymcd in the Greek Arthe- 
logy of a ſhip-wrack, cqually {urprizivg a father, and a onne , which tooke away 
the life of the father , and gaue the ſonne leauc to arriuc in a ſatc hartour , hauing no 
other veſſel but the corps ot his deccalcd father , who gaue him lite Ly lis death, as 
he had afforded him birth by his lite, Who &id this but the Maiſtcr of inc , and 

dcath? 6 

Behdes I read in the relations of Meſconia , {ct out by the Embaſſadovr Demem, 

that a country Boore , kcing by chance clammecd in the hollow hody of a greattree 

ful of honcy , and findirg no mcancs to COM forth of this Iicoriſhcapriuity , behold 

a Bearc haſtncth to the {anic tree, to cate of the honey , whereof thei [calls are very 

greedy : which obſerucd , the poore torlornce creature , not deeerning what this 

_— be , but catching hold, (as one almoſt drowncd ) of any thing , which good 


Hiſtoria $1tnarum 
Part, 4. 


Philippus Antho- 
logia Grzc, |. 1, 


Demetrius Le- 
gatus, 


C . = a . . . _ - O , 
luck off rcd him, graſped the Beare , who feeling himlclte taken , lat oured hardto 


6 fly through feare conceyued , and drawcth out the peaſant , by an admirable acc 


dent , whercin it was no caſy mattcr to ſay which of the two was molt affrightcd. 
Who directed this butthe cyc of Prouidence? 

P admire alſo inthe carth-quake of Apulia , that happened the yeare 1627. the 
laſt day of Iuly , ( where one writeth thatin the Citty ot S. Sexerin alone, ren thou- 
ſand ſoules were taken out of the world ) how inthe horrour of ſuch infinit ruins 
and ſepulcher of ſo many mortals, a great bel fel ſo fitly ouer a child, that it incloſed 
him, and doing no hurt , made a bulworke for him againſt any other danger ; who 
ballanced the motion of this metal, but the hngers , which diſtended heaucn? 

W1l you paſle to particulars of Empires ? You wil be rapt with admiration , whe 
you come to conſider the beginnings , progreſſions, and cuents of cucry one. You 
ſhal ſee them ſpring like ſmal veynes of water voknowne, and with timetotake 
ſuch cncreaſe, as to become huge riuers, large enough to oucr-flozy the fields. Son 
times it wilſcemto you,they are onely ſet ypon a necdles point, & arc ready to ruine: 
inthe meane ſpace there is an inuiſible hand which ſupporteth and recſtabliſherh dh 
by thcir proper fals. You admire , how God fo long tufters vngratctul , and pett- 
d10us Nations to draw them vnto him , and afterwards the mealure of their lanes 
filled vp, if they muſt be deflroyed, it is Lutto caulc others to riſe out of their ruines. 

The Afirians after the raigne of thirty eyght Kings , changed into Meds, and 


Chaldeans : the Medes after the 1way of pine Kings, aud three hundred , and twenty 
| two 


Prouidence ouer 
Empires. 


droughts, and heaven atiorderh no ſuccour by ſhowers,nor riucrs by watcrs,there is- 
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OF THE PROVIDENCE OF COD. __ 
wo yeares, ended in Aſtyage : The Chaldeans ater two hundred and nine yearcs in 
paws the Mede. But they ke two riuers, vuitcd in the perſon of Cyrus , to make 

tthe Monarchy of the Perſians. The Perſians after two Cd thirty ycares, and 
quretcen Kings,difolue into the Grecrans; '] he Grecians are multiplyedto Prolemeyes, 
ad Selegcides. Al are finally ſwallowed in thc Reman Empire, Remeloft it-ſelte after 
mnethouſand two hundred twenty nine yearcs, accounted trom the foundation to 
heEmperour Anuguſiulus , who is obſerued , as the laſt Monarch before the great 
wack which made the Empire a prey to ſo many Nations that had fed it with their 
Joud From the diuifion ot the Romane Empire, ſprang our French, Sþaniards, neltsh, 
(bes , V andals , Lombards, Polackes , Otomans , and luch othcr Powers, 


If rom thence you aduance your thoughts to the gouernment of the Church , Providence oucr 
xhich is the principal worke of God; and reflect vpor it, from it's cradle tothe pre- the Church, 


{nt Age ,entcrtaining1n your memory it's infancy , encrea (ce, traucls, perſecutions, 
glorics , and crownes, you wilſtand amazcd at the bottomleſſe depth ot the counſels 
of the Diuine Prouidence. 

What mother eucr-had ſo much carc , and tcader affectionouer her litle infanr 
ſeeping in the cradle, as this Prouidence tor the Church and Chriſtianity 2 It is a 
rmarkeable thing , that at the ſame time when Nubrchodonozor ruined the Temple 
> leraſalemin the Eaſt , the Capitol was built inthe Welt, to,piant there one day the 
Croſſe , and that Rowe in the ſpace of one hundred forty two ycares hauing Ecen ſix 
ines taken , and rauaged by Alariczs , Genſericus , Odoacer , the Heruls , Theodoricus, 
teliſarins , and Totylas, when one would naue thought it were brougt to nothing, 
Ws CUCT preſerued Ly God to |;c the fource of lights and the mother of al Churches. 

How many tins hath God tryed ſecrct vertues to the ſtandards of Chriſtians 2 
How many times made winds and tempeſts to fight vndcr their Enſignes ? How 
cen hach he opened for tlem lands inacceſſible , calmcd ſtormy {cas for them, 
tanged deſerts 1nto Paradices of delight 2? Petty handtuls of ſouldiers to diſcomhe 
bige Armycs , take townes impregunable , cleaue rockes , and hew through moun- 
wnes , to doe the worke of Gyants , and hud tacility in al which humane reaſon 
waceyucd impoſſible! | 

Read Paulus Amilius, and Gwlielmus Tyrius vpon the conqueſt of the holy land; 
adyou ſhal ſce , that Lirds of the ayre {eemcd in pay with Godfrey of Bowillon : For 
who can be but aſtoniſhed to hcare it told , how when he Leheged leruſalem , the 
er hauing taught pigeons to carry meſlaygs , diſpatched one of them with a 
ker which the bare vnder her wings , to giue aduiſc tothe Lelicged 2 But good hap 
would haue it , that a Hawke ſcazirg on her iuſt oucr the Chriſtian army , rooke 
kr and made ber to let tal what ſhe carycd, to informc oursof the encmyes dcligne, 
tow many ſuch like accidents ſhcw vs the care God hath of his, and that he never 
ufered them to Le ouerthrown , Eut to vanquiſh their viccs , and to humble their 
ade by the counter-poyle of forraigne Powers? 

What may we ſay of Councels 2 W hat may we likewiſc thinke of great Lodics 
fluſtice? How many times haue we fecn counſels diſcouered , and relolutions , of 
Vhich it ſeemed no creature had a thought 2 God gouerned the harts and tongues of 
ioſe, who ſought ro abulc the againſt kim, a great Spirit [waycd al thoſe members 
(embled , and (ccrerly did it's worke to the admiration of the whole world. One 

motion guided within compaſſe al thoſe ſtarres , as in Archimedes his ſphere, 


Diarium Hiſtori- 


cum, 


Paul Xmil, 1. 4; 


Strange accident. 


Visallum veras pa- 


xcorded them by their proper contrarictics. Great God, haue we rot caulc to lay yur dare ? Sennas 
Vat he did in Seneca : Throughly to. punish the wicked man who woundeth the Divine quam bono parri in- 


_ , 1 ordaine nothing , but that he wnderſtand the wrong he hath done to a good ' 
Haber? ; | WELL ot 


V. MAXIME 


uriam feceris. 
Sencc. contro, |, 1, 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. z THEHOLY COVRT, 


That al 4s done by the wl 
of God , except. ſrune. 


That al is done by chance, 
by neceſsicy, or humane pro- 
uidence, 


RY QINRURY 


Three ſquadrons 
againſt Proui- 
dence. 


of fatal neceſſity : the third put their whole confidence in carnal prudence , which 
nor vnlike rcedes , rakes away their ſupport , and leaues them remorſe. 
Happy he , who amongſt ſo many ſtraights, ſhelues , and ſhipwracks , can hold 
the right way ,cuer caſting his eye towards Pronidence, as his Pole-ſtarre andnener 
looſing ſight of it , that he may neuer looſe himſelte, Let vs now endeauour to rume 
theſe three Companyes of Chaldeans by the armes of Scripture , holy Fathers , and 


treaſon. 
The miſery of It isa pittyful thing to ſee a giddy ſoule , which ſeeketh God and wil not find 
zmpicty. — him, making ſo many errours as paces , ſo many ſtumbles as ſteps , and as mary 
Ifay. 65. ſacriledges as there are creatures in the whole world. The Prophet £ſzy com- 


Quiponizis fortune playned in his time of thoſe who dreſſed vp Altars to Fortune , and made Sactifces 
menſam, & libasis 1, fer; But this Sect tooke with time ſo great encreaſe,that it filled the whole earth, 
__ For blind Gentiliſme bcholding ſo many tundry accidents in the life of man , the cauſe 
G whercof they could nor penetrate , imagined there was a certaine Deity, blind , vie 
Adorersof Fortune qual , and furious , which diſtribured al conditions , and held good, and bad luck, 
Plin. }.z.c.9., as day and night init's hands. This Idolatry of Fortune was ſo general that Play 
Too mwndo , & tis uſt ſay : Fortune aloge is invoked throughout the world ,in al places, at al rimes, 
ymacys inal oy nonetalke bur of her , ſhe onely is prayſed , ſhe onely accuſed z ihe 
bus fortuneſole inwo. $1uCs al preſents , makes al expences , and if you wel weigh the great booke of thc 
catur ; vn nomina- accounts Of our litc , you ſhal hnd, Fortune filleth al the leaues of it. 
ear , vne accuſatwr, The Romenes Who inarmes ouercame al other Nations,to goe beyond them in ſu- 
vna agitur rea, une verſtition , not contenting themſclues with one ſole Fortune , made many , which 
- Ea KY fad no other foundations of their Deityes but Chymaraes of braynes bercaued & 


expenſa , hnic omnja realon, 


feruntur accopta, E into:a ratione merzalinm ſola viramg; paginan facis, 
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maſon, a5 S. Augnſtine ſheweth vs in his fourth booke of the Citty of God. One Fantaſies of An- 

q2s called fortune the firſt-borne , becauſe they held it was the beginving of al cients vpon the na- 
ings : the other was al couered ouer with dugges , and was termed Mammoſa, in es of Forrunc. 

eſtimony of it's fruitfulneſſe. One was called Fortune the ſtrong ; the other femi- | 

ine, the other a virgin, the other inconſtant , the other ſtable. One was for cer- 

zine dayes , another tor al times : One for Emperours,al of gold , which they Kept 

their chambers as a relike , and another for the pcople, of wood or carth. 

Laſtly not ſo much as yong men , but adored 4 barbed Fortune , that their firſt Aug. 1. 4, de ciuir, 
teard might =u_ in good fathion. Good God , what ignorance , what a clowd ! Del. c. z. 
ke we not , how groſle theſe ſuperſtitions are , fince the bloud of Teſws waſhed 
way the ſtaine > Notwithſtanding the world 1s filled with flaues of Fortune , 
who ccalc not to impurte al proſperitics , and aduerſities of life ro the hazard of 
chance. ; 

:. Now to decide this point : we muſt know Fortune is nought els , bur man That Fortune is in 
linſelfe , when without thinking vpon it , he makes himſelfe the accidental cauſe the power of Pro. 
of an cffec&t nor pretended. | | 5p» G 

A man through deſpaire ſought for a halter to hang himſelfe , and ſtirring the 2h y- —_ per 
arth in an vnuſual place met with a treaſure : it was ſayd to be fortune , yet is this accidens in his que 
prune nothing els but man , who in ſcarching gaue occaſionto this effect , which p#r elefonemalicy- 
plowed , though neuer by him intended. In retpect of man this chance is oblolu- ** gratia finns, 
xly caſual , in reſpect of the prime cauſe which is God, it is a Prouidence, Behold 
:man cruthed vnder the ruins of atree , he expected not this ttce ſhould fal , and 
tercfore it is his fortune : But God , without whole diſpoſe one ſole leafe of a tree 
toppeth not off , had foreſcen this fal trom al eternity : which enforceth vs to 
#irme , that al fortunes of men are encloſed within the power of Prouidence. 

It is a notable doctrine of a great Diſhop of Paxis , who ſaicth God , Father of A notable doQrine 
|erc's, begetterh and eternally {peak«th his Sonne, orhis Eternal Word , and thar: — VO 
nchis Word he once ſayd al he would doe, and al which ſhould happen : in ſuch — —_— s 
fort that there is not any accident , order , or meane 1n this great connexion of oy 3. C. 24, 
Ages , enchayned one within another can eſcape the viuacity of his eye , and the « 
extent of his Prouidence, There it is he hath ordayned al the bleflings of na- 
ure , grace , and glory : There it is he hath ſeen al che euils of offence , yer 
willech he not , nor can he wil , they ſhould be of him, or by him , as being vn- 
worthy his ſanctity , his glory , wh goodnefſle. But as for the fortunes and misfor- 
wnesof men, baniſhements , bands , priſons , maladies, afflictions , proſperity , ri- 
ces, honours , treaſures, glories , and crownes , he hath appointed them accor- 
wWygto his divine pleaſure, ro be inſtruments of good deſires, and glorious actions. 

Wherefore let *y3 neuer ſay , good and il haps of the world come by chance , 

without Gods diſpoſe. 

| To me, {ayth the Great God in the holy Scriptures , belong al the beaſts in the forreſt; Mee ſunt emnes fere 
nd 1 behold the beauty of, the fields diſcloſed from my boſome. With me are riches , glory , F\narum, & pulchri« 
janpes , wealth , which reſk4n the protection of my Inuſtice, It is by mt Kings hold the raynes — P. 
f Empire in their hands , and Law-makers open thery lips to pronounce Oracles, The trompet gy gloria gue Api 
junds in the mid} of the City , andthe people tremble not knowing the cauſe of their miſery: be ,& mſtitia. Per 
but there 3s no ewil of punishment inthe Citty , which I haue not cauſed for moſt tuſt reaſons.  ** Regesregnant, ch 

{«) The ſecond ſquadron of .our Chaldeans taking a quite contrary way tO — 
this , wil brutiſhly mair:tcyne al things are done by a fatal neceſsity, which ſome ,,z4 wn —_ Vo 
tribute to ſtarres , others to divine. preſcience. For as much as concerneth pepulus non eapanc/*. 
ſarres , it is a diſtinct queſtion , which would wel deſerue a much longer ct, þ eriomatumin. 
lfcourſe , then this otins defigne permitteth. (5) We hauc ſhewed in ſome cinzrate quod Dowi- | 
(ther former tract , and wil alſo manifeſt once againe , how vaine , and friuo- Pal, 0 farts 
Jous the ſcience of Horoſcopes is, being taken in that height , wherevnto the "als 2.18, 
Waity of ſome impoſtours hath raiſed it , not Reere intending to condemne tho- Amos. z. 9. 
le who handle A rology within limits permitred by the Church. Ler vs now (*/ Secund ſqua- 
te conrented to ſay it is a ſauage ignorance to ſceke. to inferre from the courſe {,7, - 
efplancts an abſolute neceſ: Sity vpon mens actions , ſince-cuen tudicial Aſtrologers (2) Var 

= png w7. G 3 STI 08075 Altrology. 
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the moſt feruent and obſtinate , durſt never proceed ſo farre, Al ſay the ſtarre, 

make impreſsions of certaine qualities ypon bodies , and minds ; aut that they my 

be diverted by precaution : which gaue authority tothe famous ax1onic of Prolenyy, 
(4)S. Thom. opuſc, cited by S. Thomas in the booke of deſtiny , aflirming, ( a) the wiſe man 5bl rue th, 


de fat. farres. ; | | 
Sapicns dominabitvr Tertwllien in the treatiſe of 1dolatry , ſayd pertinently that euil Angels are made 
aſtris, rime maiſters of the curioſity of Horoſcopes ; and that as they were baniſhed from 
(b) Tertull. de C R :— Cite Eons a ts tenſion of the diui 
_"<a—4 auen , ſo arc their diſciples rom the carth , as by an extenſion © the divine ſen. 
Expelluntuy mathe: tEcncc. He addeth that man ſhould not at al pretend to the Kingdume of heaucy, 


 uatici ſicwr angeli Who makes a practiſe ro abuſe both heaucn and ſtarres. It feemes God purſue) 


eorwm , 'orbe && 114- thyſe, who addict themſqlues to ſuch vanityes, as fugitiues from Dirnne Prouidence, 
pe - meceydicur ge go very often obſcrued , that great-ones who arc enſnared in the ſcruitude of 
thematicis ſicut c- G x. jj , _y A ESI p 
lum «Angelic. this curiolity hauc felt violent shocks , and many times molt «rcadful cuents, (ec) 
Non poeeſtregaum Heyy the ſecond to whom Cardan, and Gauricus , ( two lightsof Altrology) had tc, 
celorwm fperare avins retold verdant and happy old Age , was mil crably {Jayne in the flower of his Youth, 
digitus aut radius games and pleaſurcs of a Turncament. The Princcs his children ., vhoſc Horol. 
abutzur cels. : : En 
(c) Alexander de <9p<5 Were ſo curioully looked into , and of w hom wonders had been {poken, 
Angelis.1.4. c, 40, WEre not much more proſperous. Zica King of the Arabians, to whom Altrology 
| had promiſed long lite to perſecute Chriſtians , dycd in the yeare of the ſame pre- 
diction. Albwmazer, the Oracle of Aſtrology , ict in writing thar he found Chil. 
tian religion according to the influence ot itarrcs ſhould laſt but a thouſand foure 
hundred yearcs : he already hath belyed more then two hurdred, and it wil be ae 
to the world's end. "The yeare 1524. wherein happencd the great conunction of 
Saturne , Inpiter , and Mars in the {1gne Piſcis , Aſtrologers had forctold the world 
ſhould periſh by watcr : which was the cauſe many men of quality made Arkes in 
Imitation of Noes to ſauce themſclucs from the deluge , al which rurned into laugh- 
ter. 'The yearc 1630. was likewiſe threatnced by fomac predictions with an inundz- 
tion ſhould drowne halfe mankind , which proucd talſe by a fcalon quite con- 
trary. It was forctold a Conſiable of France wel knowne , that he would dyc 
beyond the Alpes , Lcfore a citty beſieged, in the 83. yeare of his Age, and thaif 
he eſcaped this time he was to huc a ouc a hundred ycarcs ; which was notorioul 
vntrue ,this man deccalirg 1n the 8 z. ycare , ofa nanrral death, A Marhematicin 
of Tohn Galeazzo Duke of Milan , who promiſed himſcltc long litc according tohis 
plancts , was Jlainc at the ſame time when he proguolticated this , by the oom- 
mandment of the ſame Duke. Another Aſtrologer of Henry the ſeaucnth King of 
England , aduiling this great Prince to take heed of Chriltmas night , was asked, 
whither his owne ſtarrc would fend him thar night : to which be anſwered, to his 
owne houlſc in ſecurity of peace: Yet was he inſtanely ſent to the tower to celebrate 
the vigil of this great teſtiual. One might reckon vp by thouſands, the falſhoods, 
miſeryes , and dilaſters which waitonthele {upecrſtitions, 

Who can then ſufhciently deplore the fully of oue , who forſaking the great go- 
ucrnment of God , the fourtaine of wits, and trealure of fortunes , makes 1ymlicik 
a ſlayc of Mercary, or Saturae , contrary tothe voyce of Scriptures, dcecitionof Cour 
ccls, Oraclcsof holy Fathers, Lawes of Linperourcs , conſulations of the wile ,er- 
pcricnce of people, and coulcut of al the mit ſolid tudgements? 

We wil nor Jabour to ruine a doctrme forſaken both by honour and reaſon : We 
onely ſpeake againſt thoſe, who wil inferre a neceſ$ity deriued fro diuine prelcienct, 
by force of which finnes themſclucs , according to their vndcrſtandings , are di- 
Ire effficitnr , quod ef rectly cauſcd by the decrees of heauen, It isthe opinion of Velleins P arerculys, who 
miſerrinuan , v3 quod ſayddcſtiny did al the good and euil in the world , and that it was a miſcrable thing 
&ccidie, etiam merit tO attribute that which proccedcth from abouc , © the demierit of men , and to 
accidiſſe videarwr,& make the ordinances of heaucn to palle , as crimes of mortals, This Maxune W3s 
cp» xa defended by Hercuckes cucn ro tury , and it is a wonder men hauc bcen lo 
eranſeas, A, 

wicked , as to burden che prime ſanctity with al the ordurcs of the world. 
We wel know , if deſtiny be taken for the ordinance Ly which God eftal>liſheth 
che liucs of particulars , and ſtares of Empires , it is nothing cls but the —_— Pro- 
ULdcnce, 
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dence whercof we ſpeake : but good heed muſt be taken from concluding fin- 
es within the liſt of Gods-wil , who onely Leing pleaſed to permit them , can not 
nany ſort eſtabliſh or wil them. And it is heere an1mpertirent thing to ſay , al God 
ch forcſcen ſhal neceſſarily happen , otherwiſe he would be deceiued in his fore- 
foht, which cannot be affirmed without blaſphemy : buthe foreſaw al tuture things, 
they then of neceſſity wil happen. Who ſees not it is a childiſhrtoy , and that this 
captious argument muſt bc oucrthrown , by ſaying , Al which God hath torcſcen 
neceſſarily , happeneth by nececfliry , andal he forcſaw indifferently, happeneth by in- 
dfferency. Now fo it is, that of al which depcndcth on our liberty , he hath nor tore- 
ken any thing neceſſarily , but indifferently : We muſt then conclude, that al is done 


by indifference , not fatal neceſſity, Harken to the excellent decilion of S. Iohn Da- _— |. 2, Orth. 
celc. 32, 


neſcene: Omnia qui 
; ; < oi widem Dens 
God foreſaw al thin?s ; but he determinctl}not al things. 7 Te wel foreſaw al which ſs ,and n+. : newennle 
hal be 1n your power : but he determines not , becauſe he willeth not ſinne , nor wil likewiſe ramen prefing : pre- 
emſlraine any man to vertue. (b ) Plato in his conmon-wealth deteſterh al opintons, neſcirenimea que in 
which ſeck to introduce into the bclickcs of people propolitions vaworthy of noſtra ſunt prteſtare, 
. . . 41: | non autem ea prgfinics, 
God's goodneſle , namcly thoſe which make him authour of ſinne, adding, wemult quee nom unle pecce- 
not endure to hcarc it ſpoken or written by any man in a wel rectifyed common- gum , nec cogis ad 


wealth. | UVIrut'm, 


Who knoweth nor , that ſuch arethe cauſes, ſuch the effecis 2 If the cauſes be ne- (b) Plato. 1.2.de 
«ary , the effects likewiſe are cnchayncd within the limits of necelsity : If they bc —_— FE Ry 
contingent, they are al in indifferency. Now the preſcience of God (to ſpeake pro- : 
perl) 1s not the cauſe of our actions , vnleſſe it be by mcer accident and occalion ; 
then it can not make them necefſary. 1s it not true , thar the great cye of God equally 
lholdeth things paſt , preſent , and future ? And as our eye maketh notthings pre- 
ſent by bcholding them , ſince a wal is neyther whitenor black by force of my light; 
adas our memory makes not thing) paſt, by repailing them by their ſpecies ; ſo the 
meſcience of God makes not things tuture by fore{ecing them : they are not becauſe 
God hath forcſcen them , but he torcſaw them , becauſe they ſo ſhould happen. 

0 man, if thou beholdeſl him who made thee , thou mayſt bane been good. But if thou con- Fauſt. Reg. de gra: 
implareft him , as him who knew thee before the heginning of Ages , thou haſt enforced ta c. 1.1. 2. 
him to make an emtl indgement vpon thee , becauſe thou haſt made thy ſelfe eml. ary —— w”—_ 

Our action although it be not the hrit dated in execution , at the leaſt in the —_ Pp 
dza and order of nature ,it alwaycs forcgocth the diuine preſcience : if we re- cognitorem , t1u-me pro 
rd it's firſt intentions , we may al be honeſt men ; if we conſider our proceedings, ge//orumruorum or-.. 
we conſtraine himto forcſce of vs , what is in vs. If preſcience imported any nc- 4e , ve de ve malnum 
o&lity , we might conclude God were neceſſirced in <1 the actions he doth through- p wn NY 
out the world , becauſe he eternally hath foreſcen them al , which were moſt FE 
impious. Let vs not then ſay : But if God hath ſo foreſcen it, it wil happen by an 
neuitable neceſſity : for there are three ſorts of necefhities ; one moſt obſolure , as 
that of the eſſence of God ; the other natural , as light in the ſunne , hear in fire ; 
the third. is a neceſſity conditional , as is that , If God foreſecth ſuch or ſuch a 
thing , it ſhal happen : I ſay , it is a neceſsity of ſuppolition , for you preſup- Þ 
poſe he foreſaw it, but inſtantly you lcarne he forcſaw it not but becauſe it ſhould 
be, and that his preſcicnce is no more the cauſe of our action, then our memory 
of the taking of Rechel , and warrcs with the Hugwenots. 

4: Aﬀecr this brain-{ick band another riſeth , which comprehenderh the ſubtile z, $quadronof nice 
ud more rctined wits , according to the iugement of the world , who ſuppoſe al ones according to 
good ſucceſſe proceeds from prudence and bumane induſtry , without the helping humane prudence, 
hand of God, They arc ſuch as according to the Jaying of the Prophet , ſacrifice Habac, 1, 16, 
thcir nets, who kiſſe their hand as an independent worker of great actions , who 
lwourly taſt al they doe, like Beares, fayd to lick. their pawes , when they haue' 
eaten honey, An obſernation of 

Greek Authours rel vs Mercury was bred by the howers , to teach vs ; af the Grecians vpon 


wiſdome .,and humane cloquence not guided nor ſupported by the meaſures the dependance we 
" of baue f:om on high. 


MATS MS 


Mentememnchenini- of heauen , can neyther haue nouriſhment , nor lubhilence. There is no oge max; 
ri us adimic ſupers |lind , then he who thinkes himſclte clcer-{ighted 1 attaires _withour the Pru- 
Siemens, que wwinſe goof Heaucn ; al ſucceeds il with him , and he findeth by cxperience \ that 
1. ne God begins thc change ot fortunes , by the corruption of counlcls. The reaſon 
flia corrumpis. Yel- thereof is very mamitelt , fince we know al created ſpirits , worke not kurt by the 
lejiuc. 1, 2. dependence they haue vpon the increated Litence , as alſo that al Intclligencies 
hauce ſo much exccliency , as they haue rclauion ro the hirtt Intelligence , which js 
the Word of God. | 
If we conſult with our owne thoughts and Knowledge, as being neer of Kinnetg 
vs, wc ſhal find they bauec three il properties ; which 1s, they arc heauy , rimcroys 
and vncertayne : as heauy , they crecp oathe earth ; as rimcrous , they glance at y 
obiccts , and reſolue on nothing 3 as vncertaine , they arc perpetually floating 
There is none but God, who raiicth them by his exaitation ,, tcrticth them by his 
ſtability , and ſtaycs them by his immurability', ; 
Vanity of Politicias Al they , who diſunited fromthe eternal wiſdome , thinkero proſper in gouern. 
without Gods di- Mcnts , honours, worldly aftaires, are 1 carnſes , that {eek to countertct birds with 
reion, waxcn wings the leaſt ray proceeding from the throne of the Lam! wil burne 
them , and make their height {crue tor no other vie , but to render their fals the 
T« Cop} Cavrevpu- more remarkeable. If they be letrered , they thal {tcad them as forreits doc thieucs, 
T4 Tg9+25990 THEY to coucr their crimes , and 1t they hauc dignuics , they fſhal be vnto them , x 


42 | Y, 


Weakneſſe of ku- 
mane wiſdome, 


1T 61 At 5. - EF : a . . 
Cores Gre. the golden and {iluer precipices of the Empcrour Heliogabalus , which were no 
goras. 1. 7. demicd but ro make his ruine the more memorable. Doth not the Apoltle Pro- 


Perdam ſapiemiams Claine a-lowd with a voice of thunder to the polterity of al Ages : 1 wil pul 
ſapientum. downe the wiſdome of the wiſeſt according to the world, I wil rcbukethe pry. 
$ Tor. & dence of the moſt {ubtile? And did not holy ob repeat the liKe Oracles vpon the 
eAdducit Confilia- d . Þ - - d . . ] . ON _E-. 7 } / ' 1 
Tios in ſtultum finem, ung-hil , laying : God efrentimes g1neth ſucceſſe of affives moſt s Pomefu ro the moſh able 
& wdicecin ſluporem, Counſellours , and be veducerh Iudees to 4 certaine flupudity of vnderſtznding? Fath note 
Tob. 12. 17. experience of Agcs thewed to ojtcn 18 the hiſtories ot #haraves , Herod , andalfuch 
Cw. = P like, that there is no Sreater wildome inthe world, then to be an honctt man? To 
apereſapientie ſus SP » | - Le 2 We x" 3 

i ccotrms be wiſe 25 ro vſe w1ſdome , and to make it ſerx: for dire (#19n, as of che eye fo) fight. 
widere. » Lct vs draiw three concludioins trom tixte three PYoPOJitions wc nauc dedy- 
x.ConcluGs againft ccd ; The firſt whereot thal be , neuer to doe like thoſe vulgar and abicct touks, 


thoſe who cuſe— which is tocurſc , and dercit our condition , and fortune, as it it were aneffett of 
fortune. " RY Ip CPA & LS a: a dons 22) ages 

__ ome tallte Diunity , and not a Diwwnec Frouidcnce, KKemember daily within your 
Nibnl mn terra fene - 


Joe 6.Iob. x. {clfe thoſe words : Nothing is doue one tle earth without cauſe. God hath diſpoſed a with 
Omme in men/tera, werght - and meaſme. 


& numero, & pow== Recal into your thoughts the ſingular coilderation of Boerzas: (a) We muſt patiemly 
I” . *p o/wiſts, ſuffer al which is done within the carcle of Pronidence , ſeeing we haue bowed car necks wde 


(a)Boct: deconſo). It 5 Lewes by the condition of or byrrh.(b ) So foon as you are borne, you erter within the 
£&quo anime televes wriſdiction of Gods ordinance , you haue vndcrgone the yoake to recciuc goodor 
oportes quicquidiners cul fortune , as he ſhal pleate ro appoint. I aske, it you ſhould reſolue to giue lawto 
forune Gy g*- him from whom you ought to take it , were you not molt vniuſt , and vrhappy! 
= 'S* Moſt vniuſt , becauſc you would incroach vpon Gods inheritance; molt vohapyy, 
b) Anexcellet reſo. 2ccauleyou could nor Kick againſt cheprick, bur to hurt your fclfe the more. Were 
lutis vpon worldly you cmbarked in a veſſel , you nut goc nor according to your own wil , butthe 
accidents, courſe of wind , and tide. If you learned the trade ot huſbandmen , you muſt calt 
znto the carth , to reape againe what wil come of it, and you thould ſomerimes haue 
barren , ſometimes fertile , and fruitful yearcs. You hauc eutred into humane life, 
which of it's nature is repleniſhed with inconſtancies , and viciiſitudes : one while 
there is good , another while emi] hap. Lea fortune roule as God jhal plcalc , nothing 
with him is hazardous. Would you be io hardy, asto tye your ſclte to the wheel of 
a charior perpetually running, to ſtay the courie which the Dinine Prouidenceat- 
fords it? You deſire , ſay you, a ſtable forrune inthe world , and vnderſtand not, that 
were it{o, there wouldno longer becyther world, or itorrune , tincc the condition 
of theſe 1nteriourthungs is in continual mutation. | 
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When you ſee the wicked flouriſh in honour , riches ,and reputation ſay not rhe Deorum cyimen frills 
woſperiry of 4 wicked man is heauen's ſine , that God walkcth vpon the vaults of hig emfelix. : 
lace , and abandoneth the care of worldly aftayres. Expect a litle , Iuſtice wil Senec. ad Marcia, 
come ,although m times with a leaden pace. How know you whether God.wil 
onuert this man by ſurcharging him with proſperities, to confound his ingratitude? 
How know you , whether reſoluing to depriue him for his crimes of eternal blef- 
ings he giues him ſome vie of temporal benefits in recompence of {ome moral ver- 
wes he hath herctofore excerciſed ? Rather ſay to God : © God how profound ave thy Pal. gr. 6, 
thoughts , and how inſcrutable to the ignorant, and foolish | Expect the day which wil Nimic profunde fac- 
lraw alide the curtaine , and make you ſce al the ſecrets of the world. God expecteth on 64 was Cogizactones 
_ ſo much patience in his eternity , why wil not you cxpectit in your mor- —_— — 
caluty ? | Ee non intell; 
Rh ſecond concluſion ſhal be, neuer to adhere to this brutiſh and ſauage opinion, Yi ew P44 
which puts a fatality ypon al the actions of men and al cuents. Beware of the fooliſh mz, && patiens inn- 
diſcourle of him , who ſayes, If my hower be come I thal dye, and if not , I haue = —— rg | 
nothing to feare. For ſee you not according to theſe vpbridled maximes , al deli- pole - phe 
beration , al prudence , al order of humane lite mult be taken away 2 Were here a Auguſt. in Plal. gr. 
fatality , we need no moretalke of ſhips to paſſe the ſeas, nor medecines tocure 2 Concluſion 
maladics nor bread to fecd the hungry. A man beſotted with this folly might free 2gainſt Fatalliry, 
fom danger walke one the waues ; for ifhis deſtiny beare him , he thal never pe- 
nh &y water. He need not at al make vic of medicine, tor his death can neither be 
dlayd, nor haſtned, What auaylcs it ſo much as to eate?For if he muſt dye of hunger, 
what cuer he doe he ſhal fayle, and if his deſtiny threaten him not that way , he thal 
luc in ful aſſurance. Behold heere prodigious dotages. But God hath he nor fixed 
the number of my ycares , as ſayth Iob : You keep 4 reckoning of h1s yeares and months : gb, 14. 5; 
Jun hawe ſer him limits , which cannot be broken? | Naumerus menſrum 
I afhrme God knowes the number of your dayes , and hath determined them * *ins apud te eff, con- 
Hath he not on the other part obliged you to your conſeruation by the law of nature? f —— 
Fince you haue no reuclatiun from aboue, that God wil haue you dycin ſuch or ſuch £ Lata 
meruns. 
2 faſhion , you ought to preſerue your life to the laſt breath , and if through rash- 
eſſe you runne among precipices , ſhipwracks, and musKet-ſhots , withour obe- 
dence , without reaſon, without diſcretion , you are the murderers of your ſclues, 
God hath foreſecn you muſt dye at ſuch an hoier , and of ſuch a death : but he hath 
likewiſe foreſcen it would happen ynto you through a moſt peruerſe wil, and an 
enraged temerity , which ſought to tempt the counſels of rhe Omnipotent , againſt 
4 the maximes of verity. Know you not God harh ſet fre and water before you, 
andthat you may take which of them you pleaſe 2 Liberty of Free-wil is abſolutely Tertull. aduerf, 
given to man to become 4 Maiſter ouer al his actions , with 4 conſtancy of mind , either y9- —_—_ 6. A 
Imtarily to keep , and conſerue good , or to refift ewl with the like freedome , ſayd Ter- ju ynam on” 
alan. FL tins "3, | #9 m—_ © 
b | ' £onceſſa e ns, vs 
7, The third concluſion wil teach vs to ſettle our labour by heauens dircfion in a /#i Dominus conflan- 
good temperature , ſo that we ſtand not with armes a-croſſe when we ſhould tra- **7 ***®rerer, &r bo- 
wel, expecting from Gods hand what we ought notto expect without our coope- ——_— 
ation , and that on the other fide we take heed not ſoto preſume of our. owne abi- ;ande. 
lities as to aſcribe thereynto al good ſucceſſes which happen. For both the one Third concluſion 
and other is hateful before God. We know what the Sage Greeke ſayd to a Carter 3g2inlt humane 
plunged in a myre , who called aloud on Minersz , not ſeeking to ſtirre him- oncmny » and 
Ife : My freind , with Mzinery« you muſt flirre a hand. God 1s very ready to 4 Aond un! yeſee 
yd you , but you muſt on your part vie corre{pondance. Set vp (byle , and 1g. : 
bod wil giuc wind , till the carth , and you ſhal receyue heauen's benediction. 
but if you thinke to pleaſe your ſelfe , with an il rectifyed deuorion , and nor 
to care for the affaires of your family , wil you nor be like thoſe barren trees 
Which make a noyce with their leaues vnder the breath of winds , and neuer 
dere fruit 2 On the other fide beware of thinking to be happy by - meanes 
meerly humane and politicke without. heauen's diretion : For ſo doing | 


you wil build vpon quick-{lucr , phantoſmes of greatneſſe , which wil afford 
you 


E 3 


44 Y, 9 RS Þ - | 
Nee confilioprudenti, you illuſions in this life, ro drench you in the other into eternal confulions. Whes, 
nec remedio ſagac3 4i> you haue done al which iuſtice and conſaecnce diccare, leaue ſucceſſes to God , ang 
Th —_— f*- know there are ſtrokes from heauen that cannot be _— , eyther by prudence 
is drſpoſtrio ſubuer. of counſels , orany humane remedies. We are to be an{werable vnto God with ow 


q , _o --"Wilthal good deſires, not powers ; the petty Gods of the earthcan doe nothing againſt the 
Metamor, 9. decrees of heauen. Take theſe words of S, Paul, not as ordinary, tut as Oracles of an 
Heufatir ſuperi cer= jcqrqutable vernty: (a) Prodence of fl esh 15 death : but prudence of ſpurit is peace and life. 
- In If you haue good ſucceſſc in ought you doe, thanke God , and Jooke on hin 
(a) rx 4 ( ſaith $. Bernard (b) as an omnipotent wil,a vertue ful of affection, an eternal light, 
Prodencia carnis {oucraigne beatitude , which repleniſheth al heer below with the aboundance of hi 
moreeft , prodentiz cuer-honoured boundy. But if in doing alyoucan, you find mayne oppoſitions, and 


ann ſpirits, vita , yrkeſome affliftions in the world , ſay as the chalt Sara did ſeeing herſelfe iniuried 
} i oi de con. BY ber ſcruant: © God 1 tnrne my face to the place whence I expe} my conſolation. 1 fixe 


fidera. 1. 5. mine eyes on thee , becauſethou ſetleſt al my hopes. 1 beſeech thee deliger me from the fetrers of 
Tob.6.3.' this diſgrace , or deliney me ont of this world. Thy coun ſels are impenetrable to the weakneſſe 
eAder Deus feciem of my vnder flanding ; but I am wel aſſured of one thing ,that he who faithfully ſernes thee , chal 


mean connerie,ad we deceyned. If his lifebe aſſaulted with affli&tions it shal reap crovnes. If it be expoſed 


ecxlor meos dirigo. : %-þ © 

Pets Domine vs E v7. to the ardour of tribulations, thou wilt ſtretch out an aſsiſting hand. If thor excercrzeſs it wnder 
culs impropery huius thy chaſticements , it shal be to make it find ont the path of thy mercies. 

abſolues me , aut cer- 

ve deſuper terram erj- 


pies me, Sc. QERURRE RE RERERERQRE RY RRC RERERERERIRYRERERRERCRER 

V. EXAMPLE, VPON THE 
Fa FIFT MAXIME. 

OFTHE PROVIDENCE OF GOD 

ouer ſtats ani riches of the world. 
EVAL OUCEILYTS 

Dtowne from the =» HE Diuine Prouidence is a meruelous workman which 
obſeruations of | ruleth heer below ouer the heads of morrals , it laboureth 
Paal a Greek Au- inthis great maſſe of mikind; it takes men of earth,toma- 
t our, 


kethem of gold , and of theſe men of gold , makes menof 
| carth, It commixeth ſlaues,and Kings,and cauſcth the one, 
| W not thinking oft, to ſpring from the other in the reuo- 
A = lution of times, as Plato ſayd, Bur we who know not al 
| —_—_ it's ſeccets , ſometimes blame the workes of it , which 
za ould rather Rirre vp our admiration , then be ſubie&to 
'our cenſure, One complayneth the wealth of the world is not wel diuided , and 
that the wicked haue euer the greateſt ſhare. Men who oftentimes know not how 
20 part With a finger-bredth of land but by difioyning moſt intimate charities, would 
themſclues diſtributers of the world's fortunes , as if they looked more ne- 

rowly imothe world then he that made it. 
I wilhece ſerdowna memorable hiſtory , drawn outof a rare Grecian Authour 
Pauli Syllegus1l.z. named Pawns , who compiled many narrations , learned from the beſt of his Age. He 
64%. recounteth how in the time of the Emperour 1zf/m the elder , at out the yeare 528, 
after the birth of Chriſt , there wes in Thcbavs one called Ewogrus, a ſtone-cutter by 
his trade, of meanes, but very rich in vertue. Which maketh vs {ay pouerty 
reſſemblesthe land of Irhacs (as ſayd frchefilas ) which though rough and buſby, 
fayled not to breed the braueſt men of Greece, whom ſhe made vic of, as a ſchople 
for al the excercizes of verrues, Ba: 


Pouerty the lle 
of Ithaca, 
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This man who at that time had no other wealth on earth but his hands,ſpared 
ot to ſtore vp treaſures of good workes , as pledges in heauen. He feared God, was Vertues of a good 
{eyout, chaſt, ſobcr, abſtinent, courteous , peaceful, charitable, and embraced emi- P29f< Man. 
nent Vereues in a meane fortune. It is a ſtrange thing , that notwithſtanding his la- 
tour, which was hard enough, he faſted moſt part of his time even to ſun-er , and 
with the litle money he got by the {weat of his browes relicued the poore. He wal- 
kd like Abraham before pilgrimes, he waſhed their feer, and receyued them into his 
ite houſe with al poſlible charity. Then ſeeking out needy perſons of his owne 

iſhto giue them ſome refection according to his ability , he extended his compal- 
lon euen to beaſts, not ſuffering any thing to eſcape his bounty, One would haue 
{ydſceing al this poore trades-man did,he had been ſome richLord, ſuch aboundice 

ared in ſo low a pouerty. RT out | 

It hapned, that a holy Hermit called Danie} , who liucd in great reputation for Daniel the Her- : 
he excellent endowments of his ſoule , paſling along that way ſciourned in the '**© —_—_ Sn 
hoore cottage of Ewlogius , who receyued him like an Angel deſcended from heauen, _—_— 
Hewho was a moſt ſpiritual man , looking very farre into the Maſon's life , found 
herein ſuch eminent perfection, that he wel perceiued deuorion many times lodged 
with litle noyce in ſecular life , and chart God, who is a great Maiſter, had ſeruants 
eery-where, WE 

This ſo enflamed him to the loue of thoſe vyertues he obſerued in his hoſt , thar 
murning to the Monaſtery he excerciſcd great dceuorion, as faſting three whole wee 
kes together, with intention to obtayne an arnple eſtate from God for Exlogius, Fer- 
wour {0 tranſported this good man , that he conlidered not , that God who preſer- 
th vs to health , Joucth ys nor to curiglity, and that the banquers he made for his 
rreateſt ſeruants, as Elias and S. Perl the Hermit, when he for them opened the trea- 
lures of heauen, were onely bread and the cleare water of fountaines, Notwithſtan- , 
lng he without intermiſſion importuned heauen by his prayers, complayning God 0x4 pArProeray 
vyho was moſt iuſt , gaue riches in exceſle to ſo many linners to putfe yp their 7*: 
pride, and foment ryot, whenthe poore Maſon, who deſerued rivers ſhould ſtreame 
thing but gold for him, was inuaded by harſh pouerty , which ryed vp his hands 
fom vertue, But he perſiſting day and nightto begge the fruit of his requeſt, heard 
zyoyce from heauen, which commanded him to lay afide ſo indiſcreer a requeſt , 
lying if his Exlogzas left his poucrty , he would forſake his conſcience; Bur he per- 
yaciouſly perſeuering in the purſuit ot his defire through a goodneſſe wholy 
tlind, anſwered he wel knew the contrary , and that this good man would neucr 
tkecome euil with the bleſlings of God , but would rather make them: mount vp a- 
rneto their ſource, That were he made rich it would be but for the poore, and 
tlat wealth would change nothing in him, but to make him the more profitable for 
the world : adding thereto he would anſwer for him body forbody , and ſoule 
for ſoule, God who was willing to let the Hermit find by very ſenſible experience 
thetemerity of his requeſt , permitted the Maſon in an inſtant to become a wealthy 
udable man. For digging in the earth he there found a very rich treaſure , which 
made him euen in an inſtant bury his piety, Behold him changed into another man. Change of fortune 
Hewho before perpetually ſavg the prayles of God among the wants of pouerty, cauſeth change of 
like a litle goldhnch among thornes,groancd ynder the burden of this gold, greyy manners, 
enſue, anxious , ſad, and ſuſpicious. He forgot piety and himſelfe , to conuerſe 
"th his gold. In the end he reſolucd to ſteale out of his country , where he was 
fry wel known, and to trauel to Conſtentinople the port of al Nations , there to vn- 
old the change of his fortune with the more liberty. Yer had he {ome diſcretion, 
rot inſtantly to appearein ful view ; bur to polliſh, and trick yp himlelfe , making 
ome apprentiſhip 1n the ſchoole of the world , and of ciuil lite, rocorre@ al that 
Which the defect of his birth had left in him , eyther of rudeneſle or ifppertection. 
1nd being of a good vnderſtanding, and handſome preſence , he put himſclfe inthe 
Onverſation of honeſt men, and drawing neer to the fountaine of light , began to 
haunt the Court, to faſhion himſelfe for armes in the Emperours Regiments, where 


being ful of crownes,, anddaily hauing opportunity to oblige ſoldiars , ke ſo wel 
| I EE: ; | E 4 knew 
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kncw how to gaine harts, and pifrchaſe th good opinion of al the world, thy 
mounting ſtep after ſtep he was in ſome fery yearcs made Captaine of the Gard tg 
the Emperour Isſtiz. Behold him tranſported from the elcment of terreſtrial my 
Riches the mo. 12t0 a new ſphere , to conuerſe with Gods. 'I here he was leizcd on Ly a deat 
thers of vices, and dronkeneſſe, which change of fortune viually caulerh in weake vnderſtanding,, 
geylct of God, Henolonger lookes back on his extraction, but to hide the detects of it, He ng 
more remembers ancient amitycs, but quite to deface the markes of them, He nei. 
ther knew God nor men , bur for his own ends and ſeruices. He waiketh yp and 
downe the Citry of Conſtantinople like a God in a Commedy , wearing rubyes, ang 
dragging filke after him, and he who ſcarcely had iron to torge a hammer or atre. 
wel, wilnow no longer ſpit, butin gold and {ilucr, Prayer 1s a trouble to him , faſt 
arc torments, ceremonyes of the Church amulements, and conſtraints, "This ccclipſe 
of deuotion is waited on by a deſperate exorbirance of feaſts , game ,.and lone, The 
more ſhameful his birth was , ſo much the more he makes himſelfe oftentous and 
magnificent, to diuert al the ſuſpicion of ir, It is the falhion of many great-ones deri- 
_ from inferiour ranke;, to drown their tormer condition in protule ryots, andto 
doe as that Reman who ſought to couer by ſtrength of gold and filucr his fathers 
cottage, who was buta ſheapheard, | 
Being engulphed in rheſc vaſt delights , the Hermir who knew not what Was be- 
come of his Ewlogius , had a frighttul vition , wherin he ſaw himſcite {odainly 
brought before the tribunal of God. He ſcemed to ſtand trembling betore this awful 
throne,enuironed with Angels of fire, who hcld inſtrumets of terrour in their hand, 
The Iudge fitting with incomparable Maieſty looked on him with an incenſed eyr, 
and ſhewed him a man burycd in roſes and waſted with riots, ſaying vnto him: ir 


Vifion of Danic! 
the Hermit, 


this then the caxe thou haſt had of thy brothers ſoule ? After-ward turning to the Anyels, 


exccutours of his iuſtice , Strike ({ayd he) and ſpare not this reſpondent. 'The poore man 
halfe dead with feare, preſently yndcrſtood this outcalt ſhewed him , was Emlozins, 
who hauing found great riches by his meanes , lcad a riotous life at Conſtantinople 
He preſently threw hſmſclfc ar the tcer of the Iudge , humbly beſceching him with 
teares and grones , to ſuſpend rhe rod-of his indignation, on condition he would 
reduce his treind ynto duty, 

YO Verily , he fayicd nor inſtantly to haſten tothe place where he was , and found 

e went to Con- CESS Bs . , : , . 
ftantinople, and ſpa- him in this ample Citty , the moſt eminent ot the eaſterne Empire, in glorious equi- 

ke to Emlogins, page, perpetually neere the Emperours perion, or {0 oucrwhelmed with vifits, a- 
faircs , and delights, that it was a whole moneth before he might ſpeake to him, 
though he daily much endeauourcd it. In the end it was Gods wil one day, hewas 
admitted into his Cabiner ; when belceching him to ſend away his people , for the 
importance of the buſineſſe he was to treat , that done , he preſcntly made himſelte 
known, remembring Emlogius of his former pouerty, his trewel, and maſons life; 
adding that by his prayers he came to this eminent fortune , he confidently blamed 
him for his ingratitude , and infidelity towards God. 'The other who tooke no con- 
centment that amidſt his golden glitter and filke, the old ragge of his firſt fortune 
ſhould be remembred , brake oft the diſcourſe, and ſhamefully driuing him out of 
his Cabinet, asked his wayters what they meant to bring a foole and a melancholy 
lunaticke before him;which was thecaule the vofortunate Father Daniel , was ſo los 
den with blowes , that he thought he ſhould haue been ſlaine inthe place. Yer al 
bloudy he crept out of the chamber as wel as he could, and lifting his cyes vp to hea- 
uen, humbly beſought God , ſteeping cucry word in his teares and bloud , to ſend 
Emlbogius, not more riches and honours , bur dilgrace and pouerty, knowing it was 
the onely meanes to reduce him to reaſon. 

Fal of Eulogius: This quickly came to paſſe,as he wiſhed. For the Emperour 1/tin dying, Ewlogiw 
was remoued both from the fauours he hoped, and thoſe he poſſeſſed), which dit- 
poſed him to a bitterneſle of hart againſt [#ſtin1ar, then ſeated in the Empire. But 
1t being dangerous to ſuffer il affe&tion towards the Prince to encroach vpon the 
hart, he already was ſo giddy, that nothing wanted bur opportunity to vndoe 
hunſelfe, 2 
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Bchold hcer a hydcous treaſon lorted againſt the new Emperailrg;which aymed 
0 ruine the whole ſtate of the Eaſt,and to bury Conſtantinople mitiyaunes, Hypatius, 
ind Pompey,nephews of the Emperour Anaſtaſirs , who preceeded Iuftin , had allo 
pretenſcs tor the Empire , which hauing been litle countenanced , eyther through 
want Of time, or detcet in their merit, fayled not to be reproduced in this new ſtare, 
wherein Iuſtinians affaires ſcemed, as yet,much vnlctled, Thelc Rebels had drawyn 
othcir fide huge factions of mutinous ſpirits , and cnuenemed the people's minds, 
bydecrying what they could the goucrnment of Iuſtinian,vrder the thadow of exac- 
zons of exccſſiuc ſummes of money , lcuycd on al tides. So that in ſhort time the 
whole Citty was ſccn in armes, and filled with malecontents , who ynder coiour of 
&fence of publicke good , committed ſhametul outrages, and pillages vnpuniſhed, 

The pcople neuer tayle to fauour rebcllions, and to (ccond the cui) purpoles of 
he factious, for that is the way to put oncs ſelte berween two dangers,and to be ex- 

{cd as a prey to al violence. The Empcrour fecing the malignity of this ſtorme and 
welvnderitanding he could not diucrt it but by ttrong rcliſtance , diſpatched the 
Regiments of the Hernls ro oucr-runne the Rebels, T hey being rough gameſters 
nade a great maſſacre of the people , whillt the blind iron made no diſtinction be- 
ween forratgner,and natiue. This ſerucd more to exaſperate minds tranſported with 
grremitics , laying, They no longer muſt þope for ſafety , ſince the Prince had ſold their limes 
0 Barbarians. 

The {edition was ſo much cnkindled, that women, and children became parties, 
caling not to throw ſtoncs , and fire from on high out of windowes vpon the Em- 
xrours loldicrs, They ſccing themſelues charged of al hands, cntred into an inexo- 
nble tury, which was waitcd on by lo {trar gea butchery , thar it in an inſtant co- 
ered the {trects with bloud and dead bodyes, The Patriarch Echolding al this mi- 
ſry had recourſe to the armes of heauen , ſince earthly Powers could doe nothing, 
that he preſcarly aduanced a proceſſion of Eccleliaſtickes, who bare the bookes of 
beGhoſpels, and Images of our Sauiour. But the Herwl; became then cnraged Ele- 
pants with the fight ot their bloud , nor could they looke on any Image but of re- 
renge,or cntertaine any Ghoſpel bur the ſword, They onely called force to coun= 
k, when reaſon was Laniſhed , and actcd al which violent rage might in an valt- 
ited power. You would hauc ſayd, ſignal had been giuen for hre, and ſword , to 
omnuxec, and confound al that might be diſordered, Crimes were freed from chay- 
ot lawcs , and religion which victh to become a veyle for protection of ſup- 
ants, had no obſtacle in it to ſtay the heat of this hight, 

The -mperour who onely required to pacity the {cdition , necds would cal the 
Kople into the theater , to ſweeten and intorme them of his intentions : bur the re- 
tilious crycd out inſtantly, it was to deceiue andthe more calily to enſnare them; 
ud the exceſſe of their wickedneſle hauing taken away the hope of pardon, they 
woke Hypatias, and lifted him a high vpon a targer to pronounce him Emperour, 
hight ot al the world. The whole Citty ſtood hue dayes in fo horrible confu- 
lons, that it ſeemed a very image of Hel. 

In the end God fauouring the right of lawful Princes , 1uſt1nian found effeual 


neanes to diſarme rebellion, attracting ſome by great liberalities , and diſcounrenan- 


ang the reſt, he 1o changed the face of affaires , mingling likewiſe force with in- 
wltry and fauour, that he cauſed Hypatizs the imaginary Emperour to be taken with. 
%mpey his Aſſociate, and condemning them to death , diſſolued the whole com{pi- 
ay, which had before been fo faral to the people , that thirty thouſand remayned 
&2d on the place. Ewlogins was farre engaged inthe faction of Hypatizs , 10 that 
'wing his life by flight , al his goods were conhicared. The milcrable man not 
knowing of what wood to make his arrow , returned to his former trade , and 
id hinifelfe 1n great obſcurity to make it a veyle for his crimes. Notwithſtanding 
noucd with remorce of conſcience , he began in this alteration of ſtate to make 
tyertue of his necefliry, and to ſacrifice his body to pennance , which had been 
Yowedto ſenſuality. The Hermit Damel afterward mer him by chance , and per- 
Cyring him, much milder , and more tractable , then he was at c— : 

10W 


Rebellions , and 
{edirtons dirctul 
for people, 
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How gees the world with you”, Eulogius, (fayd hc) hauynz been the King in a Trazed) 
what part play you now? To which al oucr-conered with ſhame, he replycd \s i, 
gratitude had abuſed the bleſſings of God and men, ycr for al this not lefſencd their 
g0odnefic; and that it Father Daniel would once againe -pray for him , nor to re. 
i{torc him to the Court , wherc he too long hucd in the death of his innocency 
but a litle to {weerten the ſharpneſſe of his poucrty , he would bc gratctul for it al 
the daycs of his life. The Hermit anſwered : Conkide not in me, my freind 
the experience of your follics hath made me witcr then I was. Though pouerty 
be yrk{ome, it 1s a1 cull neceſſary tor you, Rcmayne 1n the condition, wherevnto 
your birth diſpotcd you, and aske not riches againe, which would oncly ſerue to 
make you nought. 
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THE HOLY COVRT, 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. 


o 
| That our ſaluation 5 a & That our eternal happi- 
thing done , nor need we take 7 neſleis yetin our hands , and 


care of it. ; expectcth our endeauour. 


(NEED. 


LY) 


| ; I. v-x57 2 R EAT things are not vnlike the ſources of N7{us ; whereof 
Maimt ore ſcruta- PS Jr, S : » 
7, qnem noſſe tos. þ. | 


Lucanus. 


4 the Ancients fayd , nature made them rather to be looked after 
then found : ſo,, many great wits hauc been employed to enquire 
the cauſes of Predeſtination , yet al haue confeſſed : It was an 4 
byſſe of the riches of God's wiſdome and knowledge , whoſe indcements 
= are incomprehenſible, and wayes not to be tracked. 

_ againſt Feare-not the iudgements of God , which of themſelucs are nought but iuftice 
pag ds and goodneſle ; but teare your workes, which haue 1o litle aſſurance, and ſo much 
_— Say nor your ſaluation is a thing done , and that God hauing determt- 
ned it from al eternity without calling you to counſel, good workcs can doe no- 
thing to aduance your happinctle , nor bad to increaſe your vnhappineſſe, Know 
God, who of his mcer bounty calleth you , wil ncyther ſaue nor damne you, but 
by iuſtice, Thinke not it is deſtiny, or neceſlity begins this bulyneſſe : God by his 
grace hath pur the mould and cizers into your hands , to faſhion yourlclfe ſuch as 
you deſire to be reputed. Firſt ſecure your ſelte of your ſclte by contributing to the 
graces which preuent you : He who is good to himſelte , ſhal never fiud God 

cull. 
(«) Notable ſaying The great iudgement of Tertu{an foreftalled the diſputation of men , when he 
of Tertullian. {ayd () It was neyther 4 good faith,nor very ſolid ts referre al to the wil of God, and ſo flat- 
Noneſt bone & ſo- ter the world, by ſeymg nothing is done in the world without the ar dinance of God : but we mu 
_ _ c _—_ wnderſtand there is ſome power invs , which God himſelfe expe&teth to accomplish the worke 
referre 8 = ne: of our ſaluation.T 0 lay then,the great God hath dctermined of vs in his cterriity, With- 


ri vnumquemque Out making any reflection vpon our workes , 1s to make 4 pillow for the flowh of jo, 
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ad to prepare a precipice for the diſpayee of other. 1.ct vs nor in this article make God endo nihil frers fe. 
+libera), that he giues vs bleſſings wherewith we may take occaſion to be cuil,and "* nfllone ens vs 
. | non mtell;gamus alj- 
hinke his mercy wil countenance our fluggiſhneſſe, He ſleeperh roo much at eaſe, ,, 1 oſſe in nebia 
pho thinkes to carry hrs happineſſe be hind him, (1.) What care would you haue a man Is 
ake of his faluatjon, who thinkes it dependes not at al ypon his care, and what diſ- Tertul. 1. de ex- 
wre Wil not ſtrike downe a feeble Lrayne , who ſhal imagin al his trauailes doe hort, caſtitaris, 
rothing for his auayle towards beatitude, lince the concluſion of his good,or il hap (* - — 
were eſtimated withour any conſideration of his merit? A latourer would not trou- "68...r of hs ——_ 
lehimſelfe to till the ground which were infallibly condemned to barrenneſſe,orto Gderation if good 
certaine proportion of fruit, and his induſiry to be idle, And who would care to workes be taken 


polliſh his ſoule , if his glory were conhncd without any regard to his free-wil 2 Al ®Y3Y- 


ours would ſcem nought but wretched acceſſorics, and good workes but friuos 


bus amuſements, ; 
2. But, when we fixe our thoughts vpon this verity , which ſaycs predeſtination 
obe a diuine Prouidence by which certaine perſons are mercifully drawn out of 
he Maſle of corruption, and picked out to be cxalted to eternal beatitude by wayes 
nallible, and that1t is chiefly done by the mercy of God, who decreeth in his eter- 
alcounſel to preuent vs with his grace; and thar according to the correſpondence 
wetherein ought to vſe , he tudgeth of our good oril hap, we cal it a propoſition 
onforme to the doctrine of the Church , aduantageous to the glory of God, andin- y 
mily auay cable for repoſc of conſcience. Theſe are the three points vpon which we Three points of 


nuſt infiſt in this diſcourſe, i reaſons of this Goes 
And firſt there 1s no cauſe to become tcealous vpon the words of S. Pawl, and if NET 2 
. Auznſtine, who ſeem ſometime to attribute al to the mecr wil of God , withour uſtine interpreted | 
«mitting any conſideration of our good works, For we muſt weigh with our ſe]- 1n the matrer of 
etheſe two great men, like two huge (cas, that through impetuous power of wa- Predeſtination, 
tr {wel ſo ypon one Lanke, thatthey ſeem tor a time to leaue the other dry. But as 
teOccan after he hath largely dilated himſeife vpon one ſide , returnes within the 
imits God preſcribed him; ſo theſe men falling vpon contumacious ſpirits, who re- 
_ truth , returne into a peaceful equality to build the houſe of God, The 
nc fought to oucrthrow a Iudaical opimion, which mainteyned the eternal happi- 
xle of predeſtination was of neceſſity tycd to the bloud of Abraham, to Circumci- 
lon, to workes, and Ceremonics of the old law; without obſcruation of which the 
mes acknowledged no ſaluatrion. Behold the cauſe why the excellent Apoſtle, who 
aw in this a contempt of grace , and a manifeſt foile giuento Gentiliſme which he 
kdtaken into his protection, ſtrongly inſiſteth and argueth with a torrent of rea- 
lnsto confound this arrogance of the Hebrewes, who boaſtcd the relikes of a dying 
w, and ranne atter it with chymzras. From whence it comes to paſle that al the 
raſons he produceth haue no other ayme but to exalt the myſterics of redemption, 
adroſhew that the origin and beginning of our ſaluation conliſtcth in the grace of 
bw Chriſt, who calleth vs to Chriſtianity of his meer mercy, without conſidera- 
ton of the obſcruation of the Moſaical law,or other workes, which preceeded this 
dling. . | 
OY itisin this ſenſe he ſaith , grace is lifecternal, becauſe it is by it's meanes we Rom. 6. 23. 
tbhtayne beaticude; and in this ſenſe that he aſſureth vs God choſe vs before the EpÞel.1 4. 1 
worlds creation to be Saints, to wit,according to the ſame interpretation of S. Aw- - Moy : de pre- 
| , | : | TEIN . SanRor, C,19, 
whine, we were ſelcCtcdin the idxacs of God from al eternity, to participate in the | 
xce of the;Ghoſpel , we thereto contributing nothing on our part, For the firſt 
ce being the beginning of al merit, cannot be produced by merit. Finally, it is in Rom, z. ur, 
he lame ſenſe he maintayneth God loucd Iecob , and hated Eſas before they had 
lone good or euil, For itis to be vnderſtood he gaue temporal tauours , and ſpiri- 
wlgraces likewiſe to 1xcob, which he gaue not to Eſa, although he had beſtowed 
on hum fauour ſufficient for his accommodation. Otherwiſe 1t one would bring 
this paſſage to the point of predeſtinarion to glory, who ſecth not we muſt conclude, 
that as Lacob was predeſtinared ro eternal bearnude without any conlideration of 
good workes , ſo Eſa had been reprobated without any regard of his demerits: 
PE 0 vn whach 


True do&rine of 
Predeſtination, 
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which is moſt falſe, and condemned by the Church. Let vs then vadoubtedly hojq 
chat al paſſages of $, Paul, which he alleadgeth in this point , haue no other (cope, 
but to exalcrhe free guift of redemprion, and fruits of the Crofle of Teſus aboue al le. 
gal ceremonics, 
S. Angnſtineonely 3. Andasfor S. Avgyuſtine,he labours mainely to ruine from rhe top to the bot- 
prerendeth to rui- rome the opinion of Pelazians and Semipelagians, whereof the one layd we were cho. 
ne the opinion of ſeq tg glory imrucdiately by the good workes we doe by our owne natural forces; 
Pclagians, and the other to exerciſe ſome correctiue vpon this opinion, which ſeemcd too rigid, 
hauec written, the workes of nature diſpoſc vs to grace, and grace to glory. Now our 
eminent Dofonr vndertaking to humble this proud nature , which they ſought tg 
rayſc to the preiudice of grace , and the bloud of our Sautour , giues many aſſaults, 
wherein he hath no other ayme but to teach vs this ptedeſtination , which hecalleth 
preparationto grace,is not due to the merits of our trec-wil; but that God Ey his mer: 
citul bounty powreth It 1Nto our harts , tO be the beginning of good workes , to 
which he affordeth litcetcrnal, crowning the fauours himſclfe inſpired ; and in thit 
regard he with S. Paul cxalterh good workes , which arc productions of thar ſeed 
ol grace, which the Holy Ghoſt ſowed in our harts, Doth not the Apoſtle ( 
(a) Quos preſ.ivit (4) God predeſtined thoſe he forcſaw would Le conformable to the Image of his 
e> predeflinauitcon- Foyne; where fpure of the moſt famous Fathers of the Church, S. Cyril, $. Ambniſe, 
Ge fa feeri inagint © Chryſoſtume, nd Theodorer no otherwilec vnderſtand this paſlage , but that predetti- 
_ 7 nation to glory followeth the preſcience of good workes ? And what would s. 
Auguſt. 1. de prz- Anzuſtine affirme , when he ſayd (4) the wil of God could not be yniuſt, andtha 
deſt, SanQtor. c. 3- predeſtination proccedcd { belides the grace of God ) by moſt ſecret merits , which 
eAntequam faceret \y..e difcoucrcd to this divine eye, that diſcerncth al the actions of men? 
'— --pragtr'd 4. Is therea foule ſo replenithed with contradiction , which auerreth nor, that 
tie, cum nendum fe- What God doth in a certaine time , he determined to doe it in his eternity ? Now 


ciſſer , elegis. Faith tcacheth vs, he in that time by him determined, rendreth lite eternal to the iuſt 
Aug. 1. 13. for reward of their merit, as hinſclfe pronoticeth in S.Mathew: (.c) And therefore itis 
(b) Que voluntas 


Da cnfe fe neb neceſlary to confeſle, God before al Ages was rclolucd to giue the crowne of glory, 
poreſt : venir enim de NOT indiftcrently »butin conſideration of good lite , and laudable vertues. And for 
occultiſimis merizis. this it is to no purpole to {ay the end of our intentions gocth betore the meanes, 
Apud Mag.l. 1. whereby ſome inferre, God firſt decreed beatitude, which 1s the end, then conlidered 
diſt. a c cood workes, which are the addrelle to this end:For I anſwer, when the end poſſe 
ag SY {cth the place of ſalary ,as this heer doth, the mcrit is alwaycs preſuppoſed before 
Anſwer to obiec- the recopence. And although the Maiſtcr of a Tourncament wiſheth the prize to one 
tions, of his favorits, yet his firſt intention is, he ſhal deſeruc it by his valour, God taketh 
the like inclinations in this great liſt of {faluation ; hc wiſheth al the world palmes, 

able of but willeth it to them, who wel know how to make vic of the helps ot his grace, 
Sane acciot Thus the moſt ancient, and graueſt Fathers of the Church thought; this {entence 
Fathers concer- they agreed on before the impoſtures of Pel.egians inthe golden Age of the Church, 
ning predeſt, through a moſt purifyed ray, Andto this purpoſe Terrullianlayd: (4) God who # vey 
(<) Tertul, de re- good of bis owne, was ener inſt of ours, And S. Hillary layd moſt perſpicuouſly, (6) That 
_ £ ts epuinihe Eleftion was not an effeft of indeement indiſcreet , but that from the choice of merit proceeded 
de noftro influe., the diſtin{tion made for glory. S. Epiphanius expreſſed the like opinion , That there we 
(b) Hil- in pſal. 64, 79 exception of perſons in the proceeding of God , but that it paſſed according to the merit, a 


Non res indiſcreti = Jemerir of exery one. Behold what we may gather from the ſoundeſt tradition of the 
dudicy elefio eft : ſed Church 

d [ q 64 at ® : . . . . . - 
Cs |. — (c) But if we now weigh the ſecoud article whereon we inſiſt, which is the glory 


(c) The ſecond of God; it 1s an caſy matter to ſce, this opinion which appropriateth a certayne fata- 
point of reaſons, lity of diuine decrees, without other knowledge a agreeth not with this im- 
2 oi - menſe boupty of God,nor the ſincere wil he hath to ſaue al the world : Ir 1s not fu- 
hath our workes Table to his luſtice , nor to his promiſes, or menaces he makes to vertues, or VICes: 
for predeſtination —_ it tormenteth minds , weakens the zcale of ſoules, and rhroweth liberty and 
to glory. i{paire 1nto manners. 
The Complaint a Why ſhould not a milcrable reprobate haue cauſe heervpon to ſay: Ah, my Lor d! 
—_— m. mhbcrcarc the bowels of goodneſle, & mercy, which al pennes teſtity, al peo 
bl 
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zyme, and lawes eſtabliſh? Is it then of honey for others, and of wormwood for 

nc? How commeth it to paſſe without any knowledge of merit , you drew this man 

com the great maſſe of corruption , to make him a ſonne of your adoprion , a co- 

teire of your glory , and haue left me as a black victime , marked with a charac- 

& of Death ? What importeth it me that in this firſt choice you made, you did nor 

condemne me without knowledge of cauſe? to thinke no good for me,was to think 

j| enough for me. Was I then able to row againſt the torrent of your power? 

Could I intrude into your Paradice , which you haue firly difpoſcd like the Hal- 
on's neſt, whereynto nothing can enter bur it's owne bird? You haue built your 

Pallace of a certaine number of choſen pieces, in ſuch ſort thar the account thereof 

being made, and proportions valued , one imal grayrte might not be added to en- 

male the number. What could I doe in this dreadful excluſion , but accule your 

bounty, and deplore my vnhappineſſe? py . 
Bchold what a reprobate ſoule may obic& : and it were bootleſſe to anſwer , that {5 ooh = 

tbrute beaſt might complaine in this faſhion , that God had not made it a man , or $i poſſe loquti pecus, 

he like might be allcaged for intants , who dye without baptiſme : For as COn- g dicere Deo quare 

ceming beaſts , nothing 1s taken from them, rather much Suecn , when from no- ſum feciſti hominem, 

ding , being , and life is afforded them with contentments of nature ; and as for - Ho OR 

ile infants , they endure no eu], and are-no more diſturbed to be depriucd of <—_ 

he ſight of God, then was Nabuchodonozor tor the ſcepter of Babylon , when G1offa in Da- 

kein his infancy was bred among thepheards , thinking himſelfe the ſonne of a niclem. 

feaſant , and wholy ignorant of his royal extraction. Bur ro ſay a man who 

hes at the age of diſcretion , and is deliuered ouer to eternal flames , was 6on- 

tmned by God , withour any other forciighr of his workes , is it not a cruel- 

y, not worthy of ought but CaJuiniſme 2 as if a father might be excuſcable in 

narrying one daughter richly , and cutting the others throte , to ſet her on a 

yl, He who would indge wiſely , muſt Hy the very thadow of an opinion ſo 

Gmnable, and al which may ſecm to fauour it, _—_— 
6, Now as concerning the doctrine which eſtabliſheth predeſtination vpon = praes— —_ 

mace and preuifion of good workes, it ſeemes to ſtretch farre towards the point © = ene 

bods greateſt glory. It diſcouereth vs his ſcience in artriburing vnto him an infi- + 

ut ſuruey oucr al the Actions of Adam's children before al Ages,by which it ſeaſo- 

wbly foreſaw al that wasto be done, by al particulars, in ſo great a reuolution of 

ies: It in an inſtant affordeth vs this moſt innocent knowledge, ſeeing welearne 

bythe ſame way, that the preſcience which God hath of our workes , 1s no more 

lie cauſe of our happineſle , then my memory of the fiering of Rome , which happe- 

rd vnder Nero; or then mine eye of the whiteneſle of ſnow, and freth verdure of | 

meadowes by it's ſimple aſpects. Nothing happeneth, becauſe God foreſaw ir, but Q# non ef preſeins 


God foreſaw it, becaulc it ſhould ſo happen by the motion of our free wil, and nor — —_ 


bythe lawes of neceſſity, Aug. de ciuit, Dei 
Moreouer the Iuſtice of the great Maiſter is very eminent in this Action ; for 1. 5.c. 9. 
wedoe not ſay , he workes at random, and ſeekes to make boaſt of his power in 
he miſery of niorrals : but with the Scripture, that he ſepcrateth light trom dark- 
c wa a diamand, to wit, a moſt ſtrong and reſplendent knowledge of the me- 
tt, and demerit of men. Whar ſenſc is there tomake a power , which takes it's glo- _ ,,.,, = y— [Ac | 
nc from ignorance, and is potent in contempt of reaſon ? Is not this to make al ter- jucem,eh renebras, 
ble, even to it's owne fauours 2 Whar ſenſe is it to appoint a Iudge to ſatisfy the Ecclef. 16. 14- 
whole world according to deſert, and to make him figne decrees irreuocable in fa- Secundum 70. 
wur of ſome one, before knowledge of al merit? Can not we make him potent, vn- 
kſle we make him vniuſt? 
Adde alſo thatin the feeling we haue of predeſtination,the mercy of the moſt mild Goodneſle of God, 
Father ſhineth with viſible markes. For we doe not make him to dine men through 
negligence of thoughts, and coldneſſe of affection , which cannor be in a God fo 
Ktiuc,or a hart ſo louing : but webelicue his goodnefſe cxtenderhto Cain and Indas, 
and would they haue endeauoured they had the meancs to gaine beatitude , which 
eur fayles any man, if he want not cogreſpondence, 
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In the end, we likewiſe acknowledge in rt:15 point the moſt prudent LOnern. 
ment of God , who wil haue nothing idle in nature , nor grace, He could cylighte, 


"vs withour the Sun , and afford vs fruit wichout the earth : Lur he wil his creature; 
© operate, and that one vafold che rayes of his iubſtance , another ſupply with the 


juice of it's boſome. In like manner he is pleaſed we make his grace to profir ys 
to rayſe our richcs out of his fauours , and deriue our glory from his bounty, He 
wil giue a title of mcritto our happineſle , ro aduance the qualiry of his guifts, x1; 
wil crowne in vs, what comes from himlclfe as if it were wnoly ours. Why ihal we 
ſhur vp the eyes of his wifdome? why tye vp the hands of his liberality? An Anciept 
fayd he more eſteemed the iudgement of certaine men , then their proper benefir, 
God wil we yalue both in him, that we enioy his bounty by fauour , and his iudoe. 
ment by merit. The actions of the ſoucraigne Monarch are free from controule, x; 
his guitts from repentance. | | 

I wi) leaue you now to conclude , what quiet we may haue in our conſcience; 
ypon the matter of predeſtination. I leaue you to thinke, whether a good {oulc hays 
not cauſeto ſay : O be the diuine prouidence prayſcd for euer-more, lince it ſo1ror. 


| thily hath prouided for me. I cannot adore it's counſels vnleſſe I louc it's gogd- 


neſle. It ſweerneth my paynes , it conforterth my carcs, when it teacheth me my eter. 
nal happineſſedepends on him and me; on him who loueth me tenderly, and on me 
who cannot hate my ſelfe,vnleſſe I derogate from my eflence, after Thaue fayleding 
verrues. Courage then , we roule nor vnder this fatality which writeth Jawes on 
diamond , and tyes vs to incuitable neceſſityes. The fodder is not caſt , we have 
yetthe mertal boyling _ in hand; we may appeare on the mould of vertue, we 
may make our ſelues ſuch by the grace of God as to pur our ſaluation in aſſurance, 
Our lifc into repoſe, and death into crownes., 

I cannot fearc God with a lauiſh feare, fince he is nought but goodneſſe : burT wil 
euer dreadmy workes, ſince I am frailry it ſelfe.Ler vs hereafter liuc in ſuch ſor as 
we would be iudged. Let vs conſccrate our life zo innocency , and baniſh al linne, 
Let vs vndertake picty , humility, obedience, almes,and dcuotion towards the Bleſ. 
{cd Virgin, which are moſt aſſured markes of predeſtinanon. Let vs nor preſume of 
our owne forces, nor diſpaize likwiſc of God's mercy. If we ſtand ypright, letys 


| ſtil feare the declining of narure which caſily benderh ro ewil , and if we ſtoup kr 


vs quickly rayſc our ſclues againe , making al auaile to our ſaluation, yea our pro- 
per tals. We hauea great Aduocate in heauen , who openeth as many mouthes for 
vs, as we haue inflicted wounds on his body.We haue inflicted them through cruel- 
ty, and they wil receiue vs through mercy, ſeruing vs towards heauen for a chariot 
ef triumph, as they wereto vs encarthamirrourin life,anda ſepulcher in death, 
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FR REDESTINATION is anadmirable ſecret , wherein expe- 
rience teacheth vs there is nothing which the happy ought not 
QF to feare, nor any thing the miſerable may not hope. Starres fal 
. fromthe firmament to be changed into dunghils,and dunghils, 
of the carth mounr to heauen, to be metamorphozed into ſtar- 
Y / res. The graces of God inſinuate themſelues by ſecret wayes, 
| | Z228 and the impreſſions of the wil are extremely nice : al thar paſt, 
5a dreame, and the future a cloud, where thunders murmur in thedarke, 
. We tremble when we read in the hiſtory of holy Fathers , that an Hermit gro- 
wne white in the auſterities of religion , vnderſtanding a notable thiefe had gayned 
heaven by a ſigh he caſt forth in the inſtant of his death , was much diſpleaſed, and 
preſently became naught, becauſe God was good, blaming his mercy, to try his iu- 
ſlice : For one {ole cenſure made him looſe forty yeares ot pennance, and drew his 
foot out of Paradice, todeliuer his fouleto hel. I purpoſe heer conſequently to pro- 
tucea ſingular conuerſion, that you may admire and feare the ſecret wayes of God, 
Fymeon of Conſtantinople is the Authour of it who enlarged it with many words,but I 
wil abbreuiare it into good proportis, which ſhal rEder it no whit the leſle effectual, 

The Emperour Docleſanhauing pacifyed #gypt,lciourned ſometime in Anrioch,of 
purpoſe ro deſtroy the name of Ieſws Chriſt,in the ſame place where the faithtul began 
tobe called Chriſtians, Theodoſia,a great Lady, came to him bringing her ſonne along 
with her,named Neanias , in very good cquipage , with purpote to preferre him in 
Court, and ſatisfy her ambition. T'o make her ſelfe the more,acceprable, ſhe freely 
proteſted her deceaſed huſband dyed a Chriſtian , that ſhe had otren attempted ro 
worke him to forſake this ſuperſtition,aduerſe tro Gods and men,& that being vna- 
ble to preuayle vpon his inucterate obſtinacy , ſhe had manured this yong plant (ſj pea- 
king of her ſonne) carefully trayning himin the ſcruice of the Gods,and Prince, with 
nfinit dereſtation againſt Chriſtianity. 

Diecletian;who was much delighted with ſuch accidents, lowdly prayſed theLa- 
dy, and caſting his eye on Neanias,he found him of handſome ſhape , good preſence, 
waderſtanding,and valiant, whereof he eonceiued great hope he might proue hereaf- 
ter a principal inſtrument of his defires, That which alſo pleaſed himthe more, was, 
that putting him onthe diſcourſe of his education, he {ayd his father did al he could 
towinne him to Chriſtianity, but that he euer ſtuck to his mother's ſide ; not endu- 
ing the impertinencics of a religion, which protcſſerh a ſonne as old as his father, a 
nother without a huſbad,a childbirth ioyned to virginity, a God crucifyed, a Croſſe 
duinized, and ſuch other extrauagancies , whereat he fer himſclfe a iecring with 10 
much tattle, that he gayned the Emperours harr, 

Scoffes haue this proper in them,that they penetrate very farre into iocund 
minds, and though they proceed from a ſoft ſpirit , they often make more im- 
preſſion , then Iron, The Emperour ſo wel liked his humour that he gaue 


'Ium a charge in the Citty of Alexandria with two companics to forrage rownd 
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about , and cleanſe the countrey from the let of Chriſtians, The mother can. 
cciued much ioy therear, andthe ſonne, who {cemed already to touch heaven with 
a finger put himfelfe into action for accomplithment of his commiſſion. 

But, o the bottomleſle depth' of Gods 1dgements ! Behoid he going about to 
ſurprize, is ſurprized, and of a Lyon 1s become a lamb, and of one victorious, a 
victime. He being ncere the Citty of Apemes in Syria, the earth ſhooke vuder his 
fect, the ayre was enflamed with lightning , and thunders rorcd in the cloyds , ; 
voyce came from heauen , which ſayd vmo him : Neamias, whither goeſt thou , and 1» 
whar purpoſe is this equipage* He , alchough much aſtoniſhed anf\ivercd it was for 
the Chriſtians, The voyce replyed , Is it rhen to me you goes > But he having the 
hardineſſe co aske it , who «re yow , {aw a Croſſe in the ayre , and heard theſs 
words : 1 am Ieſus the Crucifyed , Senne ef the lining Ged , and you 51 berecfig 
be a veſſel of eleftion for me. This vition beat him downe to rayle him [ike 
S. Paw, and of a perſecutour in a moment made him a ConfteſJour. He ſecret. 
ly ſent for a gold-ſmith , and cauſing him to- make a rich Croſle , he em- 
braced it , he kiſſed it , and caryed it hanging about his neck to engraue it in 
his hart. 

Inſtcad of perſccuring the Chriſtians he turned his armes againſt a race of $4 

ins, who ouerranne the Country, and rauiſhed mayds to ſatisfy their brutishneſſe, 
which filled howſes with terrour , and teares, The Croſſe gaue great ſucceſſe tg 
his armes, and in ſhort time hauing chaſed away this pernicious faction, he went 
to the Citty of Axtiech being already fully inſtructed in the points of his rel; 

100, 
4 The mother , who knew not what had paſſcd in this matrer , entertayne 
him with much ioy , not ſatisfying her ſelfe eyther with his fight or in congre 
culating his triumphs. But he , who no longer carcd for any thing vnder 
God , {iayd : 1 baze obreyned other vittories which you know nat. And what ? re- 
plycd the mother. Madame 1 bare vauquiched my felfe by the grace of God , and d+ 
parting bence 4 Pagan ani returned < Chriftien , deſiring nothing more tn the warld of 
Yow , bat ſmce you £4ue me birth » wil take example from me. How » mY ſoune 
( fayes the mother , ) you are diſpoſed ro be merry. No , replycs he , and drawing 
out his Croſſe , behold , fayd he, the markes of t'e religion I prefeſſe. She much 
amazed drew him aſide into her cholet & asked him,. who had recommended this 
abhomination to him, and whether he were become a foole > There are none but 
fodles ( ſayd he) who with rewevence looke after deafe , «nd dumb Gods , the time 1s cot 
theſe feeble Deiryes muſt be «biured, and «l the works of darkeneſſe : and (peaking this he 
ranſacked his mothers Cloſet, which was very tumptuous, breaking , & throwing 
downe the golden and (tluer Idols, and with al ſaying , theſe (illy entertainment 
were onely good to make money of, to diſtribute among the poore. 


Revenge of Theo» Theedofis was ſo offended at this act , that withour any regard of bloud , and 
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nature, ſhe went to the Emperour , and related al had paſſed, reſoluing rather to 
deliuer her ſole ſonne to executioners , then to looſe the ſatisfaction of her reuenge, 
Dieclefian as much ſurprized with a{toniſhment as enflamed with anger , hauing 
prayed the mother tor her zeale, wrot to Inſius Gouernour of Paleſtine, and com- 
manded him to ſcyze on the perſon of Neanias , and to ſecke by al meanes to 
reduce himto obedience , and in caſe of refulal to take away his ſword and pro- 
cecd againſt him with al the rigour of puniſhments ordayned for Chriſtians. 
The Gowernour hauing recciued the Emperours mandate went with his 
Gardes to the houſe of Neanies , and lignifycd the tenour of his commiſſion, 
withal deliuering into his hand the Empcrours letters , wherein percemuing 
fome blaſphemics againſt our Sauiour , he tare them in pieces , and ſayd to 
Iuſtus : Execute your commiſſion. I haue « body to ſuffer , but not a ſonle 0 
beirsy my Religion. The other coniured him by al the wayes of freind- 
ſhip to take patty of his age , and not become an enemy to his owne life 


and fortune , adding , temerarious counſels are ſources of irrecoucrable cuils. 


But the valorous Champion drawing out hus ſword threw it at rhe Iudge's _ 
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ofeſſing he was wholy gayned to Jeſus Chriſt , whereupon he fettered him , and 


O F 


lad him to Ceſarea. 
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niable. conſtancy , which was the cau 
adinary formes exercized againſt the faithial , ma 
xn With rodds 1n fight of al the world. Diocleſi.4z thought by theſe ſhame- 
ul , and Larbarous wayes to ſtifle Chriſtiariry : but theſe outrages practiſed 


yon men of quality , enkindled the courage of Chriſtians and {owed ſeeds of 
Martyrs. Many Pagans were {cen , who deplorcd this puniſhment , beholding 2 

Lord whom they had lately ſeen triumphant in courteſy, in armes', and ya- 
nur, dcliucred into the hands of hangmen, to be vicd like a thiefe, The Martyr per- 
cyuing the people's teares , ſayd : Fathers , and Brethren be wayle not my ſufferings, la- 
weut your owne errours;my paynes wil poſſe away, but the torment of infidelity hal be euet- 
lfing. Then lifting his cyes to heaucu , he terucntly Le ſought Godto tortifyhimin 


, the Iud 


ge proceedin according to 
c him cruelly to be bca- 


is combats , to whom he refigned the total glory. Iuflus ſecing him more coura- 


fnith his combats. 


ous then he wiſhed, {cnt him back vnto the priſon , where he was comforted with 
the fight of Angels, and it is ſayd our Sauiour him(elte appearing Þaprtized him with 
ls owne hands, and gauc him the name of Pracopixs, and hartned him , braucly to 


The next day he came forth of priſon , like the Sun out of clowds, his body re- 


{efting luſtre and maieſty, when they thought him ſpent with exceſſe of rorments, 
The whole Citty was filled with rumour, and many ſoldiers ſecretly comming to 
the Bithop Leontzus , were conucrred to fairh , whereof the Gouernour aduertited, 


r:dc chem preſcntly to be beheaded, fearing to exaſperare the Bands, if he longer 
Gierred their execution. Procopiys hauing once againe been tormented , before he 


was brought back to priſon , recommended theic firſt victimes to heauen by his 
myers , whole example was quickly waited on by rwelue Ladycs ful of honour, 
who made open proteſſion ot taith. Inſus thinking it was a feminine heat which 
would be quenched when torments were applyed to their bodies , cautcd them 


cuelly to be tortured , commanded their ſides, and arme-holes to be burnt, yet they 


prrſeuered ſinging, and prayling God in the ardour of the moſt exquilit torments. 


Theodoſia mother of our Martyr bcing preſent at this ſpectacle telt her ſelfe rou- 


ced to the quick : for the ſpirit of God entred powertully into her, It ſodainly 
woke oft the filme , which in her had clowded the light of reaſon , making her (cc 
umothe bottome ot her ſoule, at which ſhe conceyned much horrour, 


arainſt thine owne bloud. Thy ſoune ts in priſon al rent and torne , and if he yet hane not 


mared vp hrs ſoule , be keepes it on h1s lips , expetting (perbaps) thy laſt words. If thou 


at not yet ſatisfyed , goe bath thy ſelfe in h1s wounds , and pul away that litle life nature 


rave him by thy ineanes , and which cruelty taketh from him by thy praiſes. Ab Theo- 


Glia, the moſt rigourous of women. , and the moſt vnforruuate of Wothers , though thou haſt 


Giured nature , renounce not the God of nature. Heare the voyce , which ſpeaketh in thy 


bart,and render thee to that Icſus, who beginnes to reſigne thee vp to thy ſelfe, Why wilt thou 
wt die, what they a6 before thine eyes * They hane neyther harts of ſlecle , nor bodyes of 
Iraſſe , more then thou : but more reſolution , becauſeFarre greater fith. And why sbouldſt 
ut tha be faithful by imitating their example, If thou haſt prenoked Gods mercy , thou haſt 
wtwjted it. Let vs goe to beauen by the purple way, ſince the prouidence of heauen preſenter 
i wnto thee? The blond of thy poore ſonne yer ſpeakes to thee in ſo many tongues as there are 
&ops of it 5hed in the ſtreets. Let vs follow him , an nener thinke that done too Late , which 


ſ 


Jore 5hal worke thy eternal ſaluation. 

She feeling the combar of rheſe cogitations in her hart, ſodainly crycd out as in art 
taly * 1 am £ Chriſtian, The iudge who fearcd this act , gaue ſemblance to hearc 
nothing of it, bur ſhe redoubled her voice {5 loudly, and made fo folemne a pro- 
kilon,that it was impoſlible for him to diſſcmble it : So that fecing ſhe would not 


F ; detilt 


In few daycs he was brought to the Pallace to anſwer vpon accuſations obiec- His ſufferings for 


xd, which he moſt freely aucrred, _ in the confeſſion of his faith with ad- religion, 
c 


Alas the,tfayd the within ber ſelfe who ener lodged 4 hart ſo barbarons as thine in the body Change of Theo= 
fawoman? Al the bloud thou ſeeſt shed,, diſtillerh now to ſatisfy a rewenge thou conceiued( doſlia. 


4 


«6 VI MAXIME 


deſiſt from this reſolution, he was enforced ro ſend her into the priton, where hee 
ſonne remayned. | 
Procopius beholding her to come fettered with other Ladyes , was infinitly joy, | 
at this Cecacte , and cryed out aloud: 
Madame , my deare Mother , who brings you? To whom ſhe anſwered ; Loning ſonne 
the cauſe which pit you beer , brought me hither to be the companion of your death , ſince j _ 
His empriſonment, the murdereſſe of your life. 1 haue betrayed bloud and nature , and deliwred my bowels t, 
and Martyrdome. executioners to ſatisfy paſſion. Vertue and honour being loſt , nought els remaynes for me 
but the happineſſe to dye with you for leſus Chrilt. 1 is , Sonne, at thes mſtant, I muſ _ 
complish the words you ſpake to me at your returne , that 1 Should rake example from 309, a 
you birth from me. O God , moſt honoured Mother , bebold heer & great touch from beaues 
( ſayd Procopius) I1hane nothing more to wish in the world , ſince I thts airy bebold you tly 
pretious conqueſt of leſus Chriſt. It is at this time when being a mither by nature , you 5, 
likewiſe be 4 mother to me by the example of your piety : Vow are come to the point whithyy 
God would hane you , and al that ts paſt , was but to augment the glory of your converſyy, 
Let vs goe by the way of bloud to the place where the ſoule of your good brsband and my 
deareſt father expecteth vs. b : 

Theſe two harts wholy diſſolued into the loue of God , ſpake in thoughts ha! 
uing not Janguage enough to exprefſe their affections, Theodeſia being in a thor 
time after baptized by Leontizs, was led to execution with the ewelue Ladycs , where 
ſhe appeared as the ſingular ornament of this holy Quire , leauing her head in the 
place, where ſhe had firlt confeſſed Ieſws Chriſt, with a conſtancy ſo heroike,that ſhe 
drew teares from al the world. ?recopiys hauing been tumbled vp and downe at d+ 
uers Seſſions before the Tribunals, whipped, roaſted, broyled, ſaitcd, torne in al his 
body, the ſtrength of his courage no whit ſhaken , ſtretched our his neck totheexe- 
cutioner , and yealded vp his faire foule to God, learning in the conuerſion of his 
mother,and his owne,the diuinc power of this great pecedeſtination, 


OF THE DIVINITY OF IESYS:. 


VITLMAXIME: 


OF THE DIVENTERC 


TI EST ik 


SO, 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. 


That God wil be ſerued in any 
lind , and that euery ſe& hath 


realon in it's Religion, 


THE HOLY COVRT: 


T hat none bat Teſus is Amhuor of truth, 
and ſaluation , to whom al creatures 
beare witneſſe of his Dinintty. 


HIS Maxime of the prophane Court, is an old dotage of 


; oblſt equiou 


J likewiſe le 
approue al religions , and, follow none. That is it which 
made Symachn- ſay , God was a great ſecret , and that ir 
was no wondeyg euery one {ought after it , and ſpake ac- 
cording to his weake endeauour of it ,ſomein one faſhion, 
and, ſome in another : Thar is it alſo which made-Max- 
imus Madaurenſis write , he was to0 great to enter whole 
and entire into the vnderſtanding of man ; but muſt be 


aken piecemcale , euery one contenting himlclfe to adore {ome Symbole of God, 
which ſeemed moſt conuenicnt vnto him. = 

Behold the ſhorteſt way can be taken to arriue at groſle impiety ; for it is ro make 
i Remane Pantheon of Religion , where you ſhal haue a thouſand imaginary Diui- 
ities, without one leaſt glimmer of the knowledge of the true God. Lyes for ſome 
ſpace accord together , although they ſpare not to oppoſe one another ; Lut true 
Religion hath this property , to tend wholy ro monarchy , and if you ſpeaketo it 
0ftoleraring other ſects , as if they were realonable , it is to thruſt thornes into the 
ket, and put ſtrawes into the eyes of it, 

Teſs hath nothing to doe with Bel:al , the faithful with the vnfaithful , nor the * Cor. 6, 
Temple of God with the Synagogue of Deuils. Al religions which warder fromthe 


hay of Chriſtian and Catholike verity , are but chimzraes of piety , ſpeEtres of wit- 

Come, and flames , which lead theſe ſoules into an abyſle of fire , ard darkneſle, 
There is but one Redeemer to whom are due al (cruices, and adorations. And itis 
my defire for your comfortto ſhew you , that. the Authours of al ſe&ts hauing in the 
a6 appeared ſo monſtrous, it onely appertayned to the cternal Sonne of the Father 
ccle{tialro beare the teſtimony of al creatures tor the homage of his diuinity, 


irits , who hauing no zeale for faith , and 
e courage againſt impicty , doe in apparence 


58 | VIik I AM I 02 


MORE RRQ RCERURERRR RE REC RIERURERACE RE REY 


OF THE REVELATION OF THE WORD 
Incarnate , ard how al creatures beare witnejſe 
of his Diunty. 


HT. great God, whom the Prophet Ff.cy.called the hidden God, 
and who according to the ſaying of the Pſalmilt had (pred round 
about his throne a veylc of darkneſie impenetrable to mortal eyes, 
was vaſcartcd inthe crib in the firlt of his dayes , in tuch fort , tha 
you nced liit vp but hmple clothes to Know him. "The Word 1n- 
carnate fo viſtbly replemiiiieth al the world , with it's knowledge 

chat a man muſt Ecblind nor to (ec ut's lights, and {tupid to refiſt it's louc, We wil 

content ourſclues at this time to expreſſe three prootes : The one drawne trom the 

voice of inſenſible nature ; the other from realonalle nature , and the third from 

| diuinc reaſons. 

Voice of nature. It is an admirable thing to ſce , that heauen , and the elements haue been willy 
x0 beare a part in the great harmony , which hath maniteſted the Word Etcrnal tg 
the world, tnuolucd in times, and the increated Wilome included in the Lody of 

Oros.1.6.c. 20, aninfant. If we wil looke into {ignes trom Heauen , 1 may ſay that at the aproach 

Ster. in Aug. c. 95. of this Natiuity , the Sun appeared encompaſſed with a merucious Raintow , wil. 

-—_ %s nate 2+ bng thereby ro giue notice , the time of rccOncC1iation was nccr , and that the great 

— Mcdiatour., who ſhould reunite althings mm his Perſon , came to {anctity the world 
by a vniuerſa} peace. 

3 SunnCS, 1 mighralleage what was witneſſed by Emtrepius in his fixt booke, and ly Fuſtbus 
in his Chromcle , how rhrce ſunncs were ſccn to ſhine at orc time , attcrward yii- 
red and incorporatcd. in one ſolc globe ; in my opinion {o to denor-<three ſubſtan- 
ccs,t wit, of the Word, the Joule , and flcth conioyned in the ſole perion of our 

Pla, !.z.c.jt. Saviour. 1-could lay how at that in{taot the Sun was enuironed with three circles, 
the 61 whercof bare a coroner of cares of corne , toteſtity the plenty , which the 
Word Incarnate ſhould bring imo the worid. 1 could adde what Albumazer the 
Chaltcan wrot i Ins Introduction , fixt treatiſe , and firſt definition, touching the 
apparition of a virgin in the firſt aſpect ot the ligne virgo. Bur lt ys refl Caichel, 

that Heauen {pake aloud , making vic of ancw {tarre, as of a tongue to declare the 
living God , and that this apparition became {o tamous , that cucn Infidels had au- 
thenticke teſtimonies ghereof , as we may ſee in the narration of Chalcidius , a Pla- 

(a) Plin. c. 25.1. 2: conicke Philotopher. And itis ſtrange , that Pliny ( a) himſelfe ſpeaketh of a ccr- 

| - + n+ onngnee eaine ſtarre with iluer rayes , infinitly reſplendent , which ſhewed God in a humane 

refwlgens , ve vix hgure. : ; : 

contweri liceas , fpecle If we ſpeake of theayre , know we not it was illuſtrated witha great and di- 

bumens Dei ef figiem yinx light , which S. Lake called the glory of God (b) +If we ſpeake of waters; 

iu ſe oftendens. tradition tcachath vs, a fountaine was [cen to (pring ina poore ſtable, which was 


ogy ' honourcd firſt with the birth of the Sonne of God (c) If we ſpeake of theearth,hath 


(c) Baronius. it not contributed to rhe reuclation of the Word , when it made fome of it's trecs 
4)$0zomen.1. 5. c.z. bow , to adore the Sautour (d)? Didit not beare lowers vilibly imprintcd with the 
Rouillius de moſt noble characters of the liuing God, as Rewillins depainteth the Granadil > "I he 
"9 wg 1 birds of the ayre haue rendred their homage by the meanes of a douc which appea- 
Math *, 5 redin the Bapriſme ; fiſhes in that, which [crucd as a Steward, and Calh-Mailter to 


e Agnazic bes p'ſſeſſs- TESVS CHRIST. Fourc-footed beaſts were remarkeable in the Crib , bec aulc we 
vems ſum, £57 afenus haue learned from the Prophet Efay , the Oxe bath knowne his Maiſter , and the Afſe 
4, ia the Crib of h1s Lord. | : 

(e) ha of 2. (e) It we paſſe fromthe voyce of nature , to voyces diunely humane, as are 
prophecic. predictions 3 WAALS thorc more admyrablc then the vatuerla) content ot P—_—_ 
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Hewho ſhould tel vs that a moſt beautiful ſtatue of white marble had been ſcen in Merueilous Natue; 
\Temple, al framed of pieccs layd together,made by ſundry artizans in diuers Ages; Bromiardus in 

1 ſuch ſort , that one began the head of this ſtatue , hawng no other determinate ſumma, 

&ſſigne ; the other not ſceing the head which was made , ws, itto be done, 

made a body , another an arme , another a hand, another a legge, another a foot , in 

the end cucry one made his part ,purſuing the {ame courſe ; none of theſe excellent 

Maiſters knowing ought of his companions workes : Notwithſtanding , that al 
heſe pieces, wrought in ſundry Agcs, by ſo many ſeueral hands , and in Pro- 
tinces ſo farre diſtant one from another, being {ct together , it was found cuery 
jiece was ſo curiouſly compoled, and fitted to the entire body of the {tarue , that ir 
night be ſayd, al theſe Sculptours had long agreed together for the accompliſhment 
oftuch a worke. 

If ther this diſcourſcinthe Idzas of men , haue any place in the truth of hiſtories, 
many hauc thought , muſt we nor ſay ſome Intelligence gouerned the minds of al 
theſe artizans to cauſe them inſcnſ1bly to conſent 1n al the dimenſions of this Maiſter- 
piece {o excellent , and exact 2 
Let vs hcer ſay the like , when we Echold the great model of the Word Incarnate, 
which God plac'd in the frontiſpice of his workes to be admired and adored Ly al 
mellectual Nature. We find Prophcts diuided one from another , the diſtance of 
nany hundred yearcs , different 1n age , humour, condition, ſtyle, inuention , or- 
&r, and connexion , who could neither (ce one another , nor agree together 1n any 
kind , as were Dauid,, Damel ,and Eſay : yet al without mutual knowledge labou- 
rdin the hiſtory of the great Sautour of men ; one {pcaketh of his birth , another of 
bslife , another of his þ ang anothcr of his manners , another of his miracles, 
nother of his death, another of his victories , and triumphes, When we take paynes 
ogather together, and conſider al thele pieces, we find them meaſured, and htred 
with ſuch proportion , that we are enforced to afhirme, it is nota worke of mortal 
lands, but an cnterprize of the Spirit of God, 
Who inſpired the Patriarch Lacob , that prophecied ſo many yeares , beforeal Pro- Excellent prophe2 
thets , that the Mcfſias , who was the hope of al Nations ſhould come , when the os. _ 
: k : . our. 49 Genes, 
Cepter of Indiea \were taken our of the hands of Inds's race : which was fulfilled you avferenr ſee- - 
ynctually inthe time of Herod , who put the true heyres of this royal line to death, prowm de Inds, ec. 
v ſatisfy his ambirion , and content his tyranny 2 Who diaated ro the Prophet Ponec venias qui 
daniel , ( 4) that attcr the 1:dict of King Artaxerxes, granted mn fauour of the reeſta- —_— fl, 
lliſhment of the Tcmple , there ſhould be ſcauenty weekes to the birth of Chriſt, («) Vamiel, 9, 36. 
batis to ſay the ſpace of 490. yearcs 2 Which was found truc by calculation of the 
teſt Hiſtorians, Who made the Prophet Aggens ſpeake with this thundring maieſty , 
ad worthy the lips of the God of Hoalls, WITHIN A SHORT TIME I WIL Agg. 2. 
voveE HEAVEN , EARTH , AND SEA ; THE DESIRED BY AL NATIONS 
OF THE WORLD SHAL COME , AND I WIL REPLENISH THIS HOWSE 
WITH GLORY? Was it not the Same ſpirit , which aftcrwards wrought thole 
great myſteries we ſce ; who then ſhewed them to his faithful ſcruants ? It is he who 
guided the pen of Eſay , when he proclaymed the Meſſias ſhould be borne of a vir- 1G, 5: 
a : he, who reucaicd to the Prophet Micheas this birth should happen in Berhleem: Michea, x, 

e, who opened the cyes of Zachary to ſee himin the triumph he afterwards made in Zach. 9. 
ltrnſalem : Lacs deciphered to Dawid al the particularitics of his paſſion in the ſe- *** 3s 
cond P{alme. "This great conſent of Prophets without deſigne or art , aſtoniſhed the 
ewes, who had the Scripturcs in their hands, and could reckon vp al the verhicles of 
their Bible. They wel ſaw , it was the vncontroleable voice of Prophets, bur their 
vanity had ſo blinded them , that they rather wiſhad to haue no Meſlias , then to 
«knowledge him poore according to the world ; although his very pouerty had 
lcen reckoned by the Prophets in the number of his greatnefſes, 

3. Perhaps it wil appeare to be leſſ? f@ange that the Hebrewes who were a choſen Srangeteſtimony 
rople had ſo many reuclations touching the Word of God. Burt who wil not be of Gentiliſme. 
apt with admiration to conſider the words , which the wiſcſt , the greateſt , and | 


noſt glorious of Gentiliſme left to poſterity , concernivg this myltery 21 ſpeake not 
of 


69 VI MAKES 
of Trifmegiftss, of Pythagoras, of Numentus , nor of others whoſe wricings may þ; 
called in quc{tion. 1 ſpcake of Ht, Ariſtotle, Cicero, How came that into 9[,,p, 
mind which he {o cloquently aitcrward couchcd in the fourth booke of his laweg 
to wit: 
{a) 6 I $855 navroyr (4) That Gud should be to men the rule , and meaſure of al thinzs , and primcipally if it 
KEN MR TW? pus FROVKRE WOEFE ſo , or ought to be ſo in any part of the world , that gpere were a man-God. | 
ToAv paetdvy TY. From Whence thinKe you cane It , that Ar1ſotle, who proceedgd lo aduiſedly jy 


\ . 
" » 6 / , 7 4 _ . R wi 
Ty F*c av0g270* ll his maximes , Ict this word tal: 
=&&(V. 


Plato 1, 4. de le- (6) 1hut it was no wnbi ſeermns thing for the God's immortal toreneſt themſelues with hy. 
vibus mane nature , to deſtroy the erronrs , which were rept into the world? 

(b) Now effe Dy Who ſuggeſted to Cicezo , once of the wilelt Poliuctats that cucr was amoaofſt 
smmorcalibus indeco- wy O 


20979 199 men,what he wrot in his Looke of a commonwcaitis:? 

maruram , qu0 ab ex- (c) 1h ar the "_ world ny 2 there sbonld he no other law at R OMe, then at Athens : but 
voribus ſewocentur fiat amou?ft af Nations , aud in & times , there showld be one ſame , eternal , and immntel; 
wworgales, l rw , one common Maiſler, and Emperonr over . , which chould be God him ſelfe , the inueniyy 
Czliusrefert. 1.27. jgychey , and introducer of this law : and that he who obeyed bim not $'owld jly frombinſ le 
pg \Cic L. $.de rep. © * deſpiſer of his owne nature, But in this alone that he world not obey , he Were griewonſly 
Nec eric «lia lex Rv- chaſti ce, al though he might ( ſcape al other prenishments, 

me, a« Athens, It wcre athing ſ{upcrtluous to alleage heer the verſcs of the Sybils, which it is 
aliz nexc , ale poſt- Eyownewere fo cxpreie, that many ot the principal of the Gentiles were conuerted 


hac: [ed apud omnes | Chriſtiawty by reading the teſtimonies thele druine women, rendered of the Word 
gentes , &+ omni cem- 
pore vnalex,Newrille ncariate, 


legie hueims inwenror We al likewiſe know , God to make this argument the more viſible , permitted 
diſceptaror, laor,&c. litle betorethe natiuity of our Sauiourgthat Virgl,the moſt eminent ot al Pocts,coms 


_ __— poled that his excellent worke , where he cxpreſſerhin Latin verſc the coneeptiong 
ls Sons 4] of Sybills Camea , and {pcaketh plainly of a child which should be ſcnt from hez- 


nent ſceleris veſtigia UN TO pardon the finncs of men , ard hl the carth with blcilings. And to ſhew 
woſtri, irrice perpe- this was not alone in the minds of particulars , we read that towarcs the raigne 
ewe ſolwent formidine of Anfuſtus, Imlins Marathus forctold , Nature 11,ould bring forth a King for the 
= ky wy world's Empirc.Which ſo amazed the Scvatc,accordivg to the reJati6 of Swetonins(d) 
e) loſoph. 1 4 me the Hiſtorian, that they torbad to breed vp children which ſhould be Lorne within 
- de bello Iudaico, the time this Southlaycr had prefixed. Doth nor Hoſephus (e)allo make mention of the 
prediction , which fayd : Nations come jrom Iudaa sbould become Maiſlers of the oninnſe 
The Romans vnderſtood nor this language ,but applyed 1t , fome ro Angnſlus , other 
to V eſpaſian , vail {uch time as truth drew alide rhe curtaine , and made the accom- 
pliſhmeut of theſe predictions pertpictouliv appeare in the Perſon of our Sauiour, 
Porphyrius: Nay notſo much as Þhoyphiry , yea Mhomet, and diuels, but giue ſome Elogy of 
7; Ao .QrANTOD, honour to Ieſus. Porphiry in the treatiſe he made ot rhe Lleſſings of Philoſophy, 
{: ayth : It 5 4 great matter that diuels themſelues hane ſpken in fauonr of leſus , confeſcing 
him to be endowed with ſingular piety , for which cauſe he entred into poſſeſsion of moſt happy 
Alcoran, Azoar. 7mmortality. And Mahomet , 1hat the ſpirit of God bare record to Chriſt the ſonne 
L 4. tt, 13. Mary ; that the ſoule of God was ginen him ; that he is the Meſſenger , Spirit , andWordef 
God , that his dottrine ts perfett , and enlightnerh the old Teſtament. O God of the vniuerle, 
how powerful is vcrity to deriuc teſtimonies in fauour of his Word from the very 
lips of the moſt prophanc' 
Reaſons of feeme. 4+ It vs adde alſo ſome diuinereaſons inthisbreuity wherevnto we hauc yolunte- 
Iynefle. rily confined pur ſclues. Who {ces not that humane vnderſtanding conſtrayned by 
the conlideration of myſteries , doth homage allo to the Incarnation ofthe Sonne 
of God ? Wherc is that darkneſle which can hinder the bright day of faith? What can 
infidels {ay 2 That this myſtery is impoſſible? Impoſſible , how 2 Eyther on Gods 
part, or man's, or from the repugnance of humane vnderſtanding with {uch like 
propoſitions , becauſe by their ſaying they ingolue contradictions. How would if 
not be poſsible to God , he being Onporent , Immenſe , Infinit 2 How , 
according to he confelsion of ancient Philoſophers , can he replenith al the world 
with his Diuinity ,and is not ableto accommodate himſelfe with enough of 1t to 
diuinizc his holy Humanity ? Is it becauſe we ſay it is vnitcd to the Word 1n "- 
my cry 
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OF THE DIVINITY OF FESYTR Gr 


myſtery , in a quite other faſhion , then the Spirit of God is with the world 2T admit 
t: For the ynion of it is truely perſonal. But muſt it not be confeſſed , the Word 
n chis diuine Eſſence , as vader title of efficient cauſe, it hath an. influence inhair 
ouer al the effects of the world , and as vnder title of final cauſe , it hath a capacity 
limit and mcaſure al the inclinations of creatures ; ſo vnder title of ſubſlantial 
bound , it may confine and accompliſh by it's perſonality al poſſible effence 2 Why 
ſal we tye the hands of Diuine bounty in it's communications, ſince it binds not our 
mderſtanding in 1t's conceptions? | 
Isit not a ſhameful thing that man wil eftinate , and ſct a yalue yponthe Diuine 
eſence? If God pleaſe not man, he ſhal not be God. Should we fay , man is inca- 
rable of this communication ? And how is it , that the holy humanity reliſted the 
omnipotency of God to the pretudice of his owne exaltarion , fince it 1s found as 
hone in the vnion of the Word, as inthe poſſc{sion of eſſence? See we not in nature, 
that the rayes of the Sun draw vp vapours from the carth , and incorpo- 
med with them doe create Meteors in the ayre , not any one making rchiſtance to his 
ealtation 2 What contradiction can there be in our yuderitanding againſt ſuch a 
nazime , ſeeing it appeares the moſt famous Philoſopher ſayd this vnion of God | 
wh man might be very fit, and Plwrarch allo ſpcaking of the communication Plutarch. in 
othe Creatour with the creature , pronounced theſe words , That God was not a loner po ry « ; 
wag ; = ; 05 & Qt Aoones of Þ1- 
fbids , nor other lining creatures, but 4 lower of men ; and that it is 4 very reaſonable matter ,'S,,, 1.9 ,.y ons 
tat he communicate himſelfe to his lowes , and del:ghts* But this would ſeem to abaſe the T:, 
Duinity. Heare what Voluſianus ſayd : I wonder , that be , to whom this whole vni- VoluGanus, 


. .- -. Mivor fiintra corpus; 
Fl * ſo ſmal canbe shut vp within the the body of a litle child , haning a mouth open to cries, vgs a_ 
$Ower . lates, ci parua pt 


What vncomeclineſſe is there,if God be y 1ited to a litle body? Haue nor Pliny (c) rarur vnunerſiras , 
ad Seneca (d) ſayd , that nature was neuer ſo admirable as in litle bodies, and that &c. _ 
tas a flaucry in great ones , to be vnable to be litle > I wonder the ſourraigne Lord of (5) Plin. 
dthings is ſo long abſent from heauen , and that al the gonernement of the world 15 transfey- — Y & 
tt ſo litle 4 creature, From whence proceedeth this amazement, but from the baſe- A 64 Pt. 
xſcof our thoughts 2 If we layd, God being made man , ceaſed ro be God , and (4) Serwuw: magni- 
ie diſpoyled of his Empire , Greatneſle , Eſſence , there would be ſome-what ##4nis non poſſe fiers 
therewith to queſtion this Myſtery : bur when we ſay God came to Man by in- — 
dnation of a {oucraigne bounty and mercy , not leauing himſelfe ; when we How quippe ad 
humane nature is receiucd into the Word , as a {mal ſource into a huge riuer, Dewmacceſit, Deus & 
adnot looſing it's eſſence , is fixed vpon the perſonality of the Word it-{clte, is it /e 19 deceſtis. 
vo honour the power , Maieſty , and wiſdome of God ? . Auguſt. 

5. In what were the Diuinity abaſcd ? Can itbe in doing a worke ſonoble, {6 
wpular , ſo diuine , that it deſcructh to enterraine the thoughts of men and Angels, 
brongh times and eternity 2 What is more ſpecious , and more {weet then to repre- 

{ntto ones ſelfe the Perſon of our Sauiour , whoin himſclfe makes an alliance of al 

"moſt eminent in ſpiritual and corporal nature , to wit, of God, and man; ve- 

ly, ſay 1, one compoſed of an vnheard-of compolition, to render the maieſty gf 

father palpable, and viſible, to the hands and eyes of mortals > What dignity, 

vbehold in the world a Man-God, become a part of the world to poſleſſe the Spi- 

ttof God from al eternity , who propoſed this perſon as the end of his communi- 

ons, the bound of his power , the firſt-borne ot al creatures ; who held al Ages 

freath for him , al harts in delires,, al minds in expectation, al creatures in pro- an 
ſiecies? T he booke of God hath written me in the beginning of it's firſt page , ſayd the Word , bogs - * ſerip- 
"ththe Pſalmilt. | | Pſal. 39. 8. 

Al creatures of this great vniuerſe , al predictions , and conceptions of theſe two 
meat books , the world, and the Bible, tended to the accompliſhment and reuela- 
0 of this God-man , who ſhould feta golden head vpon al nature intelligent,fen- - 
me , and vegerariue. Al creatures were bur leaues , and flowers, that promiicd the 


Meat fruit which the Prophet calleth the truit of earth ſ{ublime, Ifay. 4. 20. 


K We muſ} rel1grouſly eake 5 what deſerneth to be heard with renerence © It #5 for this Religioſe dicen- 


dum, r1wer enter 4M- 


MParable man that God created the world; and «l creatures are but-as filly rayes from the ,; 1. og aa 
| mop oetapr prone 0 "I SO IIITIY dixdeme 
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62 VII. MAXIME 
diademe of glory , which couereth h1s bead. 


nem gloria & honors What a ſpedtacle 10 ſeethemal wound. yp as the ſtrings of a harpe, ro Prayſe and 
coronandum , Deus eclare voto men the name of God , to bchoid the nine (Q11res of Angels enter 11 


! | to 
this conſort , and euery one of them to honour this firſteſlcence , by to many diſting 


whichthe diuine greatnefle meritcth ? And there on bchold heer the Word Inca: 
nate , which paſling through al the ſpheres of Nature, grace, and glory,entersing 
the new ſphere of the hypoſtarical vnion , where it appearcs as .a rainbow impriny 
with al the beautics of the father 3 he manitcſ{ceſteth themto men , and making hin- 
ſelfe an adoring God ,alouing God , anhonouring God , he adorcrh, he loueth he 
honoureth God, ſo nwch as he is adorable , amiable , and honourable , through 
al Ages for cucr-more, 
Let vs vnfold our harts in the knowledge , and loue of the Word reuealcd. Let 
vs adore this great ſigne , this eternal Character of the luuing God , for whom al 6. 
gnesare. Let vs makea firme purpoſe notto paſſe oucra day of our life , whereinwe 
afford him not three things duc to him, by les fo lawtul; Honage , Loue, Iny 
tation, Homage by adoring him, and oftcring him tomc {mal {cruice directed ac. 
cording to times , in acknowledgment of the dependence we haue of him, by anes 
tire conformity of our wils to his: Loue , by louwng al he loucs , and hating alke 
hates: Imitation , by eucr bearing ſome marke of him ypon our fleſh , according 
the Apoſtles precept , who ſayd : Glorify and beare God vpon your body. And tocow 
clude let vs otten {ay : 
Feed ( 0 Lord) thy poore begger with continual influences of thy Divinity. I ask and ds 
fre with al my hart , thy loue may penetrate , replenish , and transforme me wholly mys the, 


QURCANRERURUURCREQRRNORT RERUNYRERIRERCRQEERERTRIRUR 
VII EXAMPLE, VPON THE: 


SEAVENTH MAXITME. 
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: the enemyes of Faith. fl 


IVLIAN THE APOSTATA. 


7) L thoſe who forſake the Word of God are wretched men, blotted 
out of heauen, to be written on earth , and whoſe names theearth 
it-ſelfe being vnable to preſeruc , abandoneth to forgerfulneſſ, 
} contempr, and yery oftento execration. This is maniteſtedby may 
> ſenlible proofes in the examples of the Emperour Iman, whott 
traying his religion , & di(honouring the character of Chriltiantty, 
made himfclfe one of the moſt miſerable Princes that cuer was vnder heauen ;, kt 
uing hs ſoulc as a prey for diucls , his entrepriſes to il ſucceſſe , his life to a mol 
bloudy death, bis perſon to the {corne and hatred of men, and his memory totit 


dereſtation of al Ages. 


* Notwithſtanding he wanted no eminent qualities , which might haue rayſel 


him; hadhe not foriaken the ſource of height,and glory. Birth gaue him Conflant, 
brother of great Conſtantine, for father, Beſlina, a molt noble Princeſle for mother, V 
Emperour Ke vncle , three for couſin-Germans , Conſtantinople for his nariue ſolk, 
and to ſerue for a Theater of great actions. He had a good wit , ſtrong bedy tongs 
eloquent, conner{ation pleaſing , and courage maſculine, There wasnot any {cient 


inthe world whercof he had nor {ome tincture , hemoſt proſperoutly mingicd arm 
| | ” 


_— 
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OF THE DIVINITY OF SESVYS 


63 
with letters , and appeared as couragious1n the front of armes , as learned 1n {chooles. 

He very litle eſteemed his body , ſo much was his ſoule diuorced from his fleſh: 
yorldly riches were — al in his hands, nor did he vaJuc them |, but to giue 
them. He ſayd it was for thoſe who had no ſpirit to beg prayle from the tody, 
thar he was euer handſome enough who was chalt , and that if Painters made faire 
faces , chaſtity beautiful liues, Hig. counſel was , to auoyd loueas an enraged Maſter, 
xcording to the ſaying of Sophocles, to liue in the command oucr proper paiſions, and 
ioying of himſelfe. The Gentlemen of his chamber and al domeſtikes , who 
moſt neerly looked into his life , gaue afſurance , ncuer was any thing moxe chaſt, He 
ſept litle, fed very ſoberly , continually afflicted his body,accuſtomed it to trauaile, 


io ſuch manner that he was ſeen in the ſnowes of Germany, and broyling ardours of 
ſmþa , perpetually inthe ſame ſtatc. | 


Afterindefatigable toilesof the day, he betooke himſelfe by candle-light to ſtudies 
of the night. He almoſt neuer Jay but on the bare Loards , and waked at an hower 

fixcd , nor nceding any one to giue him notice, He expected (o litle ſeruice about 
Weoron , that being at Paris , which he called his wel boloned Citty, in the time 
ofa ſharp winter , when Seine was frozen, ſcarcely would he ſuffer a fire to. be made 
nhis chambcr, ſo diſcourtcouſly he vicd himſelfe, He hated ryot, ſuperfiuitics, Bals, 
ad Conicdies , and if needs he muſt ſometime permit them , it was more to reproue 
hen behold them. He afforded good and ſpeedy iuſtice ; his hart was paticot , and 
emperate towards the people , whom he freed wharhe could from trikutes, making 
kisimpolitions accord with the ability of particulars , and ſaying he would leaue his 


wafures to be kept by his good freinds , which were his ſubiects. 


Isit not a lamentable caſe thatſo great a man was ſo miſerably loſt, with ſo many 
excellent parts , for want of preſcruing the beſt , which is PIcty- It is true , that almoſt 
Jour Hiſtorians haue yvritten of him with much rigour , diſle 
mhbim to render him the more odious ; but for my part I am of opinion the greatneſſe 
wChriſtianity more appearedtherein,if hauing ſhewed the ornaments of nature which 
tisPrince had, we make yu plainly ſee , al tharvery il ſucceded with him, and that 


mecannot find any other ſource of his myſerie , bur his infidelity. 


The judicious Readers ſhal heere 6bſerue the cauſe of his ruine , and conſider the firſt The cauſes of his 
thcation of children is an impreſſion very tender, which being not wel mannaged in 
tebeginning , fillethche wholelife with diſorders, Tutours are the Fathers of ſpirit, Tyrours are fathers 


mbling what was good 


corruption. 


ads. Irene45 , as hauing more influence ouer the reſſemblance of ſoules , then-carnal of ſpirits. 


fahers ouer bobies. I1luck would haue it that litle 1ſ1a# being left yong inthe guar- 

ip of his vncle Conſtantine , was recommended to Enſebius of Nicomedia to be 
mſtructed in faich, Now this Enſebins was a wolfe in a lamb-sKin , who counter- 
kiting to be very Catholike , cealed not by his credit, ro gduaunce Arianiſme. * ſothat 
ths yong Prince faſhioned at firſt by ſo ila hand , could net entertaine beliefe and re- 
werence enough towards the Perſon of our Sauiour. Herely is the Key of Atheiſme, & 
When a ſoule 15 diſpoſed to contempr of it's gratious Mother on earth, itcalily learnes 


wlongerro — a Father in heauen, 


- He being ſoil grounded in theelements of faith , was put vnder thediſcipline of a 
Ahetorician , named Ecebolws , who turncd with al winds , and admitted religion ac- 


paring to the times, For when he ſaw Chriſtian Emperours raigne , he for ceremony 


da Chriſtian, If Pagans ſwayed, there wasnone more inſolent then he. If Em- 


Ecebolus an hy po- 


piercturned againe to Chriſtians , heplaced himſelfe in Church-porches , beſce-, 

eucry one to tread on him as a thing contemptible, He aboue al harkned to and 
bonoured Libaniws , one of the greateſt Sophiſters of his time , but a Pagan til death. 
te had a ſpirit mild, and very indifferent vpon articles of religion, he equally recey- 
«dChriſtians and Pagans into his ſchoole, and permitted S, Baſil himſelfeto preach 
whis(chollers : but omitted not ſilently ro contriue the meanes how to reeſtabliſh the 
Altars and Temples of the Gods. He reflected on ſwlian as the Palladion of Genti- 


apply h 


and bound him faſt to his owne perſon by the charmes of his eloquence , to 
im to his counſels, 


A pollo there 
poſleſſed 


Al the litle piety which 1#l/an might haue learned from a man who had none, Schoole of Iulian. 
Ngan to wither away in a {choolc ; where al was knowne but God. 


64 Vit MALISNG 


poſſeſſed rhe name of Teſus , Diana of Mary , Ariſtotle , and Plato were the Prophets 
Ifecrares the Preacher , and the names of 7'itons were there hetter vnderſtood they 
of S. Peter and S. Andrew the firſhermen. This new diſciple rooke ſucha trait of eg. 
1 way , that it maqc him forget deuotion : he would haue giuen a whole Proving 
oran Epiſtle of Ipbanins, and it ſeemed to him, he who was King of words , mig}y 
becomea King ouer harrs , and Empires. His ſpirtt of fire tooke nourithmerr on {| 
ſides, and deuoured as wel cedars, as thrones. He as yet retained ſome afietion rg. 
wards the knowledge of ſacred things , but curiolities predominated in his mind, He 
penetratedal]hecou[d into the ſecrets of ſciences , to lo#{e the myſtery of faith, 

It is the beginning of infidelity to deify a man by the tongue , and to thinke the 
Kingdoane of God confiſteth in words. Who hath net faith and vertue , [atisfying 
him: 1 with learning and ſciences , reſſemblcth thoſe Indyean trecs which bears 
musky peares, whoſe {mel is very odoritcrous,and taſt pleaſing : but yeald a peſtilent 
ice, wherewith they vie to cnucnome arrowes. 


How he became Is(ian ſtil manuring his ſtudics , and neglecting piety, became very vaine , greedy 

depraucd. of ſlighteſt applauſes , a great talker, a profule {coffer , extremely curious to know 
things futnre , doubtful in faith , temerarious in ſearch of things duuine , weddedy 
his owne opinion , obſtinate in his errours , and laſtly an enemy of Chriſtianity; 

Tudgement of S. $. Gregory ſaith he then obſerued in him an inconſtantwit, a fickle head , a war: 


Gregory Nazian- dring eye, vnſteddy ſhoulders , roaming feet , vehement laughter ; garbes and cour- 
zen, cenancesimmodeſt-, queſtions ridiculous , anſwers much worſe ; and many other 
things which promiſed nothing good in him. Maximus , a Pagan Philoſopher and{ 
| Magicianconcluded his corruption, powring into the bottome of his ſoule he blacke# 
1mpiety that might be, 
He was twenty ycares a Chriſtian, and ten projecting the change of his religion, 
ſtil much tottering 3; yer neuerdaring to let it breake forth for fearc of the Emperoxe 
Conflentins his couſin, who was very ſuſpicious , and one who neuer would hag 
ſuftered this alteration of religion in him. He kepr him much vnder , withour trayn, 
officers , money ; ſaw himycry ſc}dome, and vied bim with ſeuerity * fo that Ialia 
feared the Court like fire , and neuer durſt lift vp his eycs before Conſtanrius , who 
he calledrhe hangman of his family. _ 
Feare which 1s an il Miſtreſſe of duty , held him inynder the maske of religion 
whilſt the Emperour lin'd , who nothing at al miſdoubting his wicked purpoſe, 
aſſociated him to the Empire very ſolemuly. For hauing in a great aſſembly offis 
States pronounced a brauc oration vpon the choyce he made of him , he with hy 
owne hands gaue him the purpke robe, calling him brother, and coniuring himto 
ſer his ſhoulders equal with his , to ſupport the burdenot Empire ; and to knit this 
amity with a ſtronger knot, he gaue mm his ſiſter Helen. in marriage , who was nt 
long liu'd. Al cercmonies of dignity and wedlock done , he ſent him to gouernethe 
Gaules , where he performed many braue feats of armes againſt rhe Almaignes. 
tie an Cheiftion Then was the time when in ſogreg liberty , he was veterly depraued , yet ſtil f) 
for pelicy and was reſcrucd, that although alrcady a Pagan in foulc , he durſt not paſſe great teſtiuab 
an iofidelinhis without going to Church , and performing althe ceremonies of Chriſtian Religzon, 
ſoule, as he did onthe day of Epiphany whilſt he was in France, according tothe obſcruation 
Marcel.l.2z1. of qywmnianus Marcellinus, He vanted in an Epiſtle he wrot to the Arhens.ens ,thathe 
1110 one had three times paſſed the Rhene , pacifyed the Gaules , ſubiugated al the rebellios 
| bid « rownes , delivered twenty thouſandpriſoners out of the hands of Barbarians , and ſen 
much marterof triumph to Conflantius. Bur whether it were that vavity, by which be 
extolled his ſlighteſt proweſles , made him odious , or whether ſuch as cnuyed ty 
glorydid himi] ſeruice with the Emperour , al he did , had not that great ſplendont 
which he paſſionarcly deſired in al his actions. 

Conſlantiss , who eucr dreaded this his nature , much like a ſtanding warer , cauſed 
him to be narrowly look<dinto at firſt by truſty men;buthe by lirle and litle ſhooke 
this yoake , and made hinifelfe ro be beloued as much as he might among the Games 
as wel the natiues of the countrey , ( who werepleaſed with the freencfle of his hr 

mour) as the ſoldiers , whom he tecrecly wonne with fayre promiſes and large by 
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OF THE DIVINITY OF IESV S. &5 


In the end whilſt the Emperour , who was an herctike began the periccution of Subrility of Lulian 
the Eaſterne Church , this fan prepared a facijon againſt him in the welt, For ima- to inuade the Em- 
ining he was alrcady ſtrong enough , he cauſed himſclfe to be proclaymed Empe- Pre. 


rour by ſecret practiſes , faigning otherwiſe to refule a] he delired. He began to play 
this goodly game with impatient ardour , being then at Paris, for there it was where 
che legions of ſoldiers, encompaſling him at the ſhutting in of euthing , called him 
Auguſtus withelowd cryes : wherevpon he at firſt made a ſhew he would fly , and 
hide himſelfe : bur art breake of day he appeared , gently rcprchending the ſoldiers 
for what they had doye , and apparantly Zming to rctuſe the title of Emperour. 
They who were hyred to vndertake this atrempt, cryed out ſo much the lowder , as 
he the more denyed the honour offered him. He in the meane time to omit nothing 
in this ditſimulation held forth his hand like a {uppliant , and entreared this might 
not be , whegewith they ſeemed offended , vnleſle he fpecdily embraced what they 
ſented, He was requeſted rhat to content the legions , he would inſtantly grace 
imſelte with a diademe. He anſwered it was an ornament he ncuer thought vpon, 
hor regardcd it at al, Some therevpon cryed out alowd ; he might doe-wel to put his 
wifes dreſſings vpon his head. But he replycd , it were no good prelage to adorne a 
Celar's head with womens attircs. Whereypon ſome layd he mult then make vie of 
rich hor{c-trappings to counterfait a diademe, But 1ul;an oppoſing it ſayd : He neither 
would be 4 woman , nov 4 hor ſe. 
Thc Count Maurus , who had the word , pulled off his chayne , and pur it ouer 
his head, the ſoldiers redoubling their acclamations with much alacrity. When alto-+ 
ther vnable ſuffictently to diſſemble this iuggling , he not onely accepted this dia- 
Ee , but promiled to cach ſoldier hue crownes ot gold, and a pound of (iluer , and 
then preſcntly diſpatched an Embaſſadour to the Emperour with expreſle letters to 
this purport: 


perry enterprize , that he should haue incurred the peril of his life , had he not giuen them » 
laf«ion. Behold the cauſe , wherefore he was enforced to take the diademe , with al poſSible 
pw nance. But that he more eſteemed the iudgement , ad approbation of Conſtantius then al 
Empires in the world, and beſought him not to harken to ennious ſpirits , who laboured to 
ero yle them to aduance their owne ends ; but that regarding his birth and loyalty , he would 
(mſome him in the honour conferred , proteſting to be nothing the leſſe plyant ra his commands, 
adrhat the period of his obedience , Should be theend of his life. 
, Conſtantins tel into ſuch a fury vpon this newes , that he deigned not fo much as 
to-ſcc his Embaſſadour , but ſent him preſently a letter of diſclayme , which he de- 

red might be rcad to the Army , commanding forthwith to lay downe the title of 
Auzuſtus , valcilc he would leaue his life. I#l;an who already had paſſed the Rubicon 
hazarderh the buſineſſe , and aduanced towards 1raly with his troups : wherewith 
the Emperour infinitly irritated made an oration in the midit of his Army , ſhewing 
pthe ſoldicrs the-treaſon and wickedneſle of Inlian , intermes yery preſling , and 


ing, he went to require a ſpeedy ſatisfaction , wel knowing , God condenmerh the Numen perenni ſuf- 


Mer ateful with an euerlaſting indgement, Heervpon eucry one cryed out , he muſt needs fr4g'9 damnes in- 
gr avors, 


Death of Conſtan- 


March on. to fight with the traytour and rebel : and verily the Emperour haſtned 
thither by great 10urneyes , at which time he fele himſclfe ſcized by afcaucr ſo ardent, 
that he burnt ike an ouen, and was beſides ſo troubled al night with dreames and 
borrible yiſions , which told him his good Angel had forſaken him,and that it was 
ume to leaue life and Empire : which he did , being chaſtized by God , for his 
Mu-Ity rowards Catholikes, and by his death , left 14;an in ful poſiceſſion of al. He 
nſtancly pulled off the maske, and cauſed the Temples of the Gods to be opened , 
perſccuting Chriſtians, not ſo much by the brutiſhneſſe of Dzocleſian , as with ſub- 
ble wiles of a wiſe Politician. 

Bur bchold the inuincible force of our religion , and how vnhappineſle 


1s neceſſarily* tyed to al their delignes who forſake the true God. He was 6 
relolued * 


G 2 


' That the ſoldiers had ſaluted him Emperour , which in the beginning he much diſliked,en- Embaſſage of 
aw; ing to repreſſe them as wel by authority as faire ſpeaches, but they perſiſted ſo obſtinate Lulian, 


Punishments of 
Iulian ramarkea- 
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relolued roſhut yp the name of Chriſtian within a norrow nooke of thc earth, callin 
vs by thename ot Galileans, But God limiting the enterprizcs of this impious man, 
andnot confining his owne name , hath coucred with the beames of his OWNe glory 
and knowledge al rhe parts of the habitable world , and contrary wiſc the name gf 
this deplorable Prince 1s 1gnominious : For although Empcrours the moſt bioudy 
againſt our Religion are named withour addition;nener almoſt 15 Inlian pronounced, 
but that for a note of eternal infamy the (Apoſtata is added, He 4ct ut an Edict hy 
whieh he depriued Chriſtians of the Knowledge of letters. Yet God hath permiiteg 
millions of Writers to ſpring vp in Chriſtianity , whilſt ctherJuperſtmons, as Tudaiſ. 
me, Gentiliſme, and Mahomatiſme, being now fallen into extreame 1gnorance,thge 
is none but Chriſtianiſme , the mother of iciences ;and Miſtreſſe of man-kind, 

He reſolucd to reedify the temple of Icruſalem , and hauing giuen the commiſſion 
thereof to Alipius , bals of fire were ſeen to iſſue fromthe foundarions , as faſt as they 
layd them, which made the defigne as friuolous , as the place was inacceſlible, He 
extrcamely affected honour, yet change of rcligion made him ſo contemprible , thy 
the moſt abiectpcople mocked at him,ſaying he muſt ſhaue his beard to make haltery, 
and thar he ſpent ſo much in Sacrifices thar he would vnfurniſh the world of ſheep 
and Oxen, He ſought to giue himſelfe authority , yet were his lawes ſpiders webbg, 
continually broken by his ſubiects. In the end to imitate Alexander he would vader. 
take a warre againſt the Perſians; but after infinit many toiles he was thete ſtrooken 
by a blow from heauen , which quickly concluded his lite , and ſhut vp his mouth 


the blaſphemy we haue heard , when filling his hand with bloud , which diſtilled - 


from his body , he threw ir againſt heauen , and ſayd : Thou , 0 Galilean , haſt va 

uished, | 
' This miſerable Prince who thought by the help of his falſe Gods to command 
the waues of the Sca , and to walke vpon ſtarres , being pulled from the Empire a 
the age of thirty and one yeare,, and the firſt of his raigne , was carrycd on a beere, 
asa 5d ſpectacle for al thoſe , who had adorcd his fortune, His death was waitedon- 
by the bon-fires of Perſiars , and toy of Chriſtians , whoſe chaynes this day weredif- 
ſolued , his memory was buryed in execrations and horrours , nor were there any, 
yea of pennes the moſt ſacred , who had not gal for him : ſo true ir proues, thatama - 
who hath defiled his ſanctification , and ſets Teſs alide , findeth Hel euery-where,as 
in al things he ſought to oppole the Diuinity, 
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OF THE PERFECTIONS 
OFIESVS, WHICH 
make him amiable. 


o 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. 2 THE HOL Y COVE. 


That al loue is due to IESVS 
CHRIST, by reaſon of his in- 


comparable excellencies. 


That we 5should loue thinzs viſible , not : 
oubling our ſelues with inmpible. : 


) 


) L the greateſt cuils in the world doe ordinarily proceed from the il 
mannage of loue , which exceeding the limits preſcribed by God , 
cauſcrh euery-where a deluge , to occaſion ofterward diſaſters. Sen- 
ſual men perſ{wade themſelues , one cannot loue but Ey the eyes; 
And verily they are thoſe, who according to the ſaying of Clemens ,, ;- <lani 
hp AlexandrinugghgÞ rhe 5kirmish in al the bartels of worldly lone. And if ingCoaliig : 
we follow the opinion of thy Bropher Eſay , we shal terme them The feet of the hart Clem. Alex. 
ſince by them it goeth to obiects of bodies to which it inclines, Nuribus orwlorrm 

But, o good God, how wretched are theſe loucs of things viſible ! ſince they Ido- _ er | 
larize a litle skin, and reſſemble the people called 4ſlomes , who are clothed with j,yes. 7 
kaues ; and live on ſmoke. The carnal man who dayly crucityeth himlelfe vpon fo Plin. 1. z. c. 11. 
many croſſes, as he enterteyneth thoughts for the creature he Joueth , is taken Ey the e4ſ/omorium Gene 
9, with a litle exteriour sKkinne, called by the Phiſitions Epidermis. Pul that away _—_ f — 
from this-body , which giues him ſo many martyrdcmes , he would thinke that a re CL 
monſter , he now _ for a Goddefſle, Is not this a ſtrange weakeneſle of iudge- ; 
ment, and muſt we not confeſſe the eyes ſo enflamed in their purſuirs, are very ſcarty 
their fruition , reſeruing to themſeluesno other obicct, then thin colours , which 
put ypon them ſo many illuſions, to occaſion ſo many flames? 

| hold euery iudicious man wil be enforced through the ſole conſideration of x ye of inuifble 
mtureto aftirme the moſt noble loues , yea the greateſt are employed on things in- things moſt pene- 
ulible, For behold , a woman , who with a moſt lively and feruenr affection loued trativg. 
her huſband , be he taken away , and caricd to a tomb jn the flower of his age, 
ad greateſt ſplendour of his fortune , she preſently Eecomes paſſiovare at it , more 
through neceſſity , t hen election : It is not ( to ſpeake truly ) the body he loucth; 


;or $hould that be left to her diſcretion, it would in a ſhort time become inſup- 
Portable, Whar is it then ſhe eſteemed moſt in this perſon 2 The ſpirit , which 
imprinted the character of it's beauty and vigour vpon this morral fleſh : yer that 
(M EF notwithſtanding ſhe ſeeth nor ar al , nor cuer did , which mak<eth vs belicue her 


louc was of a thing inuiſible. 


G 3 


We 
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We lone excellent men though ſeperatcd from vs by ſo many lands and ſeas, ye 
by death it-ſclfe , becauſe we haue ſcen ſome ray of their wits vpon paper : We loue 
vertues , which haue neither bodies , nor colours; yea the Amoriſts of the world, 
confeſle they often feele ychement paſſions , nor for the nobility , riches, ar heaury 
of ſuch women as they court ; wel1magining there are other ofthem much TNOre ac- 
compliſhed in al kind of perfections , who notwithſtanding make no inipreſſion 
vypontheir minds. Whar is it then they loue ? Thar , which thcy cannor ce., ſpeake 
vnto , nor think on ; {o true 1s it , that the moſt. penetrating, arrow of loue; pro- 
ceederh from things inuiſible. | | WM.” 

But if that be acknowledged In natyral obiects , how much more by iuſt titles, 
ſhould it be in things diuine , which haue attractiues ſo much the more 1:01 and 
intire , as they haue qualities more {old and cminent, I wil heer thew ,G od hath ſe 
a leſus compoſed both of viſible and inuthible , vpon the frontiſpicc of the 1 cmple of 
Eternity , aSa liuely Image of his grcatneſſe , to draw to himtcltc the loue of Angels 


and men. 


nd — 


BB ERECEELL ENTIES IN THE PERSON 
of our Sauonr. 


Workes of great i p (2 Reat-ones naturally deli ghe to doe workes , wherein they heap 
nc” "oY A rogether the moſt viſible markes of their prower. So Avda, 
F ocauitq; titulum no- FR82Q made a prowd monument to pre{crue his memory , whichhecal- 
maine [uo , &> appel- \Y > Icd The hand of Abſalon. So Salomon made a magniticent throne, a 
Latur ments Abſe- SSIS of ivory coucred with plates of gold , enuironed with ſtatues of 
_ FRIES Lyons, very gracefully ſer out, and the Scripture aflurcth vs, thee 
14 » +5 Any ch a piece of workethrough althe Kumwdomes of the world. 
opwr in univerſss re- So Iuſtinian the Emperour made the Aulter-ot S. Sophy of goid, tIner , and 
mis. retious ſtones,out of al the rarities inthe world, which he cauſed to be rnclted , and 
Baron. Annal. Jncorpotared into or.c maſſe ; a wouder neuertil then knowne, nor y{cd. So wehaue 
- 5 "4 many times heard talke of the ſeauen wondc rs Srhegyorld » Which arc at this time, 
cdr. 1. 4.c. zo. : : 
bur ſeauen filly Fables ypon a piece of paper. * @ 
Singular worke of I nowdemand of you , if mortals , who can doe nothing immorral,doec notwith- 
God. - ſanding endeauour to leave contracied workcs to poſterity tor witneſle of their 
A God Incarnate. greatneſſe ; what ſhould the Father of glory , and ſ{oucraigne Monarch of the whole 
world doc 2 Were itnot a thing very rcalonable , and befitting his Maicſty that ha- 
uing diſtended the rich pauillon of the heauens ouer our heads, which is notwith- 
ſtanding no other then the workes of his owne hands, { as the Scripture ſpeakerh)he 
made a menument , whercin he might employ the ftrengh of his arme , and afſem- 
ble together al the moſt delicious attraCtiucs of his beauty , and the moſt conſpicuous 
characters of his power? And this verily is ithe did athe myſtery of the Incarnation, 
| _ _ affording to thecarth a Man-God, of whom we cannot diſcourſe, but muſt ſay what 
«ca de Told: S. Hilary did : My wnder landing feareth ts touch the diſcowſe of this pytat Word,and I hbaw 
attingere, & trepidas 1! © word which trembleth nor to be vrrered before ſuch adiuine light. Letys imitate choſe {a- 
omni ſermoſepro- Credcreatures of the Prophet Exechiel , which claſpe their wings , when they heare 
dere. | the voice of God in the fermament : Let vs harken , and ſay with reucrence., what 
- » +> Saints did of the excellencies of the Perſon of ItsSvs CuRis Tr, 
Thay. 4 "= 2. Ifweſeck hisname inthe Prophet Eſay, he teacherh vs, heis called ADMIRABLE. 
Candor lwcis ererne, If welooke for his beauty inthe writings ofthe Wiſeman, heinſttucteth vs iris THE 
Zacha, 13. BRIGH TNESSE OF E TERNAL LIGHT, If we conlidecr thc band of two natures 
eAdrademmen melo- inthe Perſon of the Redeemer, and ſo much riches and treaſure , arranzed in good 
; Tt order , we ſhal find the Prophet Zachary compareth them to a Pomegranare, 1t we 
_—” reflect on his Diuivity , itis THE ANGEL OF THE FIRST FACE, according t0 


Iſay. 64. : = 
the Evangelical Prophct. If we weigh his continuance , HE IS THE ELDER OP 
THE 
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THE DAYES , AND FATHER OF A 
GE 5S, If ſcie | 
== TER, AND OR ACLE OF D Ky as p _ Me EY to. er OR 
ee ony of his wiſdome, Hz 15 TyE HaRP E MYSTERIE kg 
inthe thirty ſixth Pſalme. If his office , Hz 1s THE OF THE LIVING Gop, >. 
EY "— If his effects, HE 15 THE R OT D1 $HOP'WY 
x h n with ſingular prerogatiues in honour of the Saui "= 0 —_ 
. - e aboundance ot his prayſes. the Sauiour, and areal dryed 
t leemes Con | ; : 
nedrhe Wor F PIE —_ ſayd wel in his Eccleſiaſtical Annals , when 
engraued as on gold hf aſt TY of perfection : For it 15 there a _ I} M Teſus a concur 
y wa” , raughts of his loue power wild O 1th amp ren- 
< nd counſels ouc FEY > ome, conſumma al perfeios. 
ion, moucd the graue A r men, And it is that, which , accord UON Terre Aus. 
hes. wr a ks m _ Willizm of Parrs ,to lay, it Was Ht |. as p34 GOpr- 
: ,fhatto V ” at tees 5 , tbe Face of th ; | 
of $. Thomas , which ſaith quran _ _ __ necefſaryto contider —__— = roar: pul- 
dt hk was , tne go werſity of creatures in al th riewdings, 
, Na AT WR, I, oye 66 the orders of the Guilleh Pari 
ver, And 4 / preſent the Diuinity b : % Als, I 
ook ding "” _ as the EY 4 Lfſlence is infinit , m4 _—_ — whatſoc- Pp: -” vniuer. p. 1. 
5 Ee One 4 nr to DJ 
Wo ha wha. t ſupply the others detects, and al conſpire wh, roduce pjumns ffniletiveſt 
ns ne perfe&tions. So that God beholdeth hi Cxpreſſe cau/e 
But al beſ Ws. Wok, ing from catth ro heauen eth himiclfe figured in rebw. 
ſelfe in the — vnable to pourtraict him to the life , he pai : . io "= 
wherein he - 4 1 ks - Incarnation, which1s hiscruerable, his deſi painted him- ” 
ad limited biraſclf | _ Wh and al. his excellencies and in = 4.4 e,his worke, 
a e, it being impoſſible ro make an yaodns ich he bounded, 
”y - — a man deityed y taing morc worthy,or greater 
e 1s the viſible Image of a God inn; : : 
aolhs be | & 0 mnu;ſible,thc rſt-borne | 
nr al things were made , and it pleaſed mw _ Fj" - crearures becauſe in him, Colo. 1. ig. 
Th wy } al perfeftions should mhabit. J er , that in his Perſon alone Imago Dei inwifibilis, 
e V alentintans layd, God the Fathe : primogenitus omnis 
4 oC r of the vniuerſe is in hi ; ong 
nidit of a garden ennameled with flowers , and that th r{c is in his Paradice as in the g—_ —_ in 
xencies, whom heenlightned with his 11 , t theſe Rowers, were the Intelli R {gp ne 
with his aſpects , and quick ith his 11ghts , ſanctityed with his v Intelli- wer/e, 'pſo comple= 
ad S, quickned with his owne life, "That he b ertues, animated cxazp omnem #len/tw= 
£ aw therein ſome draughts of his beauty ver | e beheld himtelfe in al, dincm inhabitare, | 
g they being moſt inſ{ufhcient in c y very We expreſſed : yet notwithſta Per eum ef in eo ſe 
ternal Farh ompariſon of the firlt Eſſence , i N= cognaſci wult Deus 
deyieemed,. ro make a man-God, to be the King of al theſ ence , it pleaſed the & coli ; 
oo > Aeons; and for this purpole they added , that i A which Tercul. Appolog. 
inthe matic. foeieh: 6 the flowers of this diuine aedewa | ys. taken the moſt ex- 7" 
nthe great worke of the Word 1 g ic fitted and enchaſed them [*<91190 of Va- 
ae tie boechel rd Incarnate, It were to prophanc Theol lentinians 
them they dr Fo: = 'I and it is no wonder if Tertu{[1an mocked wh bet = | 
' - It, ODIC ting to 
ap A” ope 5 ay', Or Heſrodus his Pandore, of the R "s 
i} oY — » erue Divinity , we fay , this Cordes je — . But it we 
imacic, B 2cautIES of Angels, totheend he may, in, and th in eminency /': fit in omnibus pri- 
e, But to giue at this time ſome limi * may, in, and through a] hold the wm renens 
neth as it were into an infinity wk _ ws —_— which of it's naturerun- ©2196 * '9 
With Gnne: deck ned wink | 5 y that as the Grft Aden falli _ 4 . 19, 
with "OA alling , wa 
himſclfe _s he veftonr of ETD ruined in power; ſo the fr wY vw Three cxcellencies 
wherein al his excellenci e nature, tooke three eminent qualiti Dg of Teſws, wherein al 
OT XCE lencies conclude, which are ſanctity, wiſd qualities ypon him other are conclu- 
"capt, <gin mw ſanctity, we find the word, Holy pn _ power, ded 
toaſt, na "_ Firſt to thoſe who were purifyed b the ble r_—_ m—_ 
performed, to fi x - eff ſprinkled , for ſo were the hating of th _— 
theſe who were ch End _ of the bloud of leſus Chriſt : Saints —_— _— 
(choole Diui ih ; ſpronklea with bloud of the vittime gimmol ated in tl ns: _— - —_— 
feular li nes.2. T his name was appropriated to FO", caſey "= the Sacrifice, ſay e ver 0 ſumprum 
r life , and affaires, to ſerue God, 3, Such TS bo = nated rheſclues fr on reſfer = 
. . nt Fw . wm , 1 
is ſeperated life , liued ſang»; pt. 4 


1, Petri 2. 


dinerſiztatn 5n 


much purifyed fromthe d 
"ae ” —_— regges and contagion of ſenſuallity. "I his being { 
he puro r __ rirle as lanctity wholly apperteineth wy OY who pepigis Domunus ne- 
purged al the Maſſ of mankind, wax oncly bythe Cd cition of tho bloud; 
udz 
0-6 


biſcum, 
Sant; quaſs ſan- 
gaine vntl, 
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bur likewiſe being ſcqueſtred, and {cperated from his morher's woml;,to the honour 
of his heauenly Father, he led a lite inthe molt eminent height might cucr be imagj- 
ned. His ſanctity hath three incomparable prerogatiues. Firit it 1s a ſanctity not of 
participation, but of eſſence, to wat, of nece{lity, and independencie , lancity being 
as intimate to God, as his Diuiniry : '{ hat is it S. Droniſivs Alexandrinus would ſay 
in the diſputation againſt Pa»/as Samoſ.renus , thar the ſanctity of $. Iohn Bapriſt, and 
al other Saints, was the worke of God; but rhis in ſeſus, was the nature ot God h1i;q- 
ſelfe. Secondly that it is the original, and exemplar cauſe of al {anctiries in the worid, 
which borow al luſtre of lights from the brit ſanctity. Thirdly thar it hath !;cen 
through al times in freedome trom finne,as wel becauſe the created ſanctity Of Jeſus 
Chriſt, was gouerned by the increated ſanctity , as for that it was moyſtened with 
ſources of capital graces , and inſeperably rycd to the beatityed viſion. Octrernal 


' 1 y 
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F ngetur Sanfus 


Sanformm. Word, how worthy art thou to be called by thy Prophet Damel the Holy of Ho- 


Daniel 6. 24. lyes, worthy the Seraphins ſhould ſing for thee eternally the Trilagion , Holy, Holy, 
| Holy, worthy to. beare the {eale of Sanctity , and to imprint thy characters vpon al 

Ponem te quaſe fig- the Saints, I wil eftablish thee, ( (ayth the Scripture ) as the true ſeale of the world, be- 

neculum quia te cauſe I haue choſen thee. 

elegi. AÞp. 2. 2. 4- The great and eminent wiſdome is vnited to ſanctity * for as very wel ſayth 

His wisdome.  $_ Bonauenture : As al plenitude of Grace was in leſus Chriſt ſo there was « plenirud: of 


Si f . Cl . . 7 X ; . . ug 
mb ogg wiſdome by 4 neceſſary aſſociation. It was a wiſdome increated on the part of the Di- 
rie jee & omnis ple- Vinity, a wiſdome beatitying, capital , infuſed , experimental in the holy Humanity, 


nitwdo ſepientie. acquired ynto it from treaſures of infinit ſciences; in ſuch fort that it had know- 
S. Bonau. Theol. Jedge of al things created, paſt, preſent, future, poſlible,impoſlible, diſcovering the 
b#s iy 4 - - molt {mal Artomes from the higheſt heauen, to the lowelt depths, 

" The Wordef the celeflial Father , God of God , light of light, wiſd;me of wiſdome, kn 


Deus de Deo, lumen 


| de lumine, ſapiemia Weth al the Father knowes : but knowledge commeth to him from the Father , as wel @. 


de ſapiemia nowit eſſence.lt is the riuer Tygris whereof the Scriprure(4) ſpeaketh, which ouer-floweth 
m__—_ , = - rhe beginning of ſeaſons 3 the riuer which {preaderh it-ſeltc into diucrs channels , 


ro May to moyſten al the wiſe, which are the plants of his garden. His thoughts are of 
efſe. Aug. 1. 15,de larger extent then the ſea, and his counlels farre deeper then abylles, 


Cluit. C. 14. The two Teſtaments , as wel Old as New , bchold Ieſws Chriſt, as the Cherul.ing 

(4) Eccleſ-24. did the Propitiatory : but there is as much difference berween the Old and New 

i cn gk between the graine of corne,and the eare, according to the ſaying of Tob the Monke 

1Yz. A mari abun. 1: Photius. T he doGtrine of Teſus Chriſt, lurpaſſerh al other doctrines, becaulc it hath 

dani cogiratio ejus, It's force , and rootin the Croſſe,as S. Hicrome ſpeaketh (b) :1eſus forrifyed al hu de- 

Oe. ' rrine, by the merit of his Paſs1on, | 

Q De mY Adde that as wiſdome is obſcrued in the order and cconomy of great affaires, 

4 Fad, when they are wel proportioned to their ends, fo there cannot be a matter cyther 

Hiers, ad Alga- more important then that of the crernal {aluation of men, or which hath been mar- 

Gam, naged with more choyce,order , and ſucceſſe , or which hath ſucceeded by meanes 

more diſtant from the trackes ot humane wiſdome. The ſcience of Jeſus Chriſt hath 

cnlightned the moſt ignorant with the knowledge of ſecrets vaknowne to Philoſo- 

phers, and his nw hath been as the eternal ſeed , of ſo many ſundry books,as 

were hitherto publiſhed, and which wil encreaſero the conſummation of the world. 

And although the moſt ablc Philoſophers, had they been perſecuted by T yrants, 

.- would nor willingly haue loſt a tooth for defence of their maximes , yer the wil 

dome of our Sauiour is ſuch, that hauing poſſeſſed the hart and hands of thoſe who 

profeſſe it, cauſerhthe ro powre out al the bloud of their veines, and ro vie {o much 
courage for preſcruation therof, as it afforded them lights in it's eſtabliſhment. 

From thence conſider, it is thatabſolute power ouer al things , and. note ,1t you 

poceſias in cerls, & pleaſe, that it is manifeſted principally in three Articles. Firſt che facility ot prod 

in terra. ies and miracles , which appeared in Teſus Chriſt. For this large houlc of nature, 

Math, 28. 18, which we cal the world, had no other motion but trom his wil, and he therein col 


His power. 
Data eft milyi omnis 


manded {o vniuerſally, that he ſeemed to hold the heauens, and clements vnder hy, By 
ro be inſtruments of his wonders, He lighted new ftarres at his birth; he eclipſed Gli 


the ancient Sun at his death , he walked on waters , as 0n marble pauements , he 
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caſed the earth to caſt vp the dead foure dayes after, We find many of Phar.o's Ma- 


gicians-hauc done falſe miracles; but it was, ſayth $. Auguſtine,by ſpeedily applying 
aQiue natural things to paſſue, We find Sainrs haue done true miracles, but in the 

ality of Miniſters. It onely apperteyneth to Jeſus Chriſt ro doe them with an origi- 
nal power , which hath it's ſource in his boſome; with an ab(olute command which 
receyueth not any modification in al nature;with a t1mple wil, which ncederhno other 
inſtruments. It onely belongeth ro him to doe them for the ful mannage of the 
world's gouernment , and to tran{mit them into the perſon of Saints , tothe con- 
ſummation of Ages. 

In the ſecond place, I ſay this power merueilouſly ſhineth in. the great Empire of 
the Church, which his heauenly Father hath pur into his hands to build it, rayſe it, 
ciment it with his blond, 1]]uminate it with his 11ghts , nouriſh it with his ſubſtance, 
to make lawcs in it , cſtablish Sacraments , etcrmize ſacrifices, create Paſtours , and 
Pricſts, and inuiſibly to rule 1n 1t by a vitible head, a power not to be ſhaken ctien 
ynto the gatcs of hel; to excrciſc a wuri{diction oucr ſoules,to bind them,to vnlooſe 
tem, pardon ſinnes, change harts , ordaine their predeſtination according to his wil. 
Finally this great power appearcs 1n that he hr{t of al opened Paradice , his ſoule 
being exalted from the firſt day of his creation to the viſion of God's eſſence, and af- p,,,,, quem elegiſl 
erward pailing through al the heauens, to glace himlelfe at the right hand of his 69 «ſumpſ/t;, hati- 
Faher, and put his Llcct into the poſiciſion of the Kingdome , he had purchaced by tbr. in arrjs mis, 
his bloud. Hane not we caule to cry out thereupon, & lay : O happy he,whom you hae replebuny in bonis 
dyſen to ray ſe him to the Hypoſlatical ymon\ He shal dwel in the Pallace of, the Dininity,and pag wa. _— 
we bal be filled with the bleſſings of thy houſe, Thy Temple,which is his ſacred Humanity, ts 5s 4 in equitare, 
nptly holy. Pal. 64. | 
ttis ſayd, 1yſtinien hauing finiſhed the magnificent Church of S. Sophy, which he Temple of Iuſti- 


nlian, 


wnof endcauour , of riches, and power of the whole Empire, placed therein a ſta- 


Mc of S.clowon, who ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed, and to hide himſelte through ſhame and * 


onfulion to ſee his Temple ſurpaſſed by that of the Emperour. It was a vanity of 
zwordly Prince : But we in verity , would we repreſent what paſſeth hecre , 
hould paint both Moyſes , and al the Prophets abſorpt in a profound reverence , in 
the conſideration of the Temple of the Church , and the wonders of Ieſus 
(rift, 
6. Let vs for concluſion of this diſcourſe adore that which we cannot ſuffi- 
cently comprehend , and endeauour to beare an incomparable loue to the Perſon of 
ar Sauiour, for the excellencies we haue expreſſed. Bur if you require the practiſe of Prattiſe o'the loue 
tis, I ſay its reduced tothree heads, which are #0 adbere, to ſerue, and ſuffer. The firſt * 77/19 reduced ro 
note of faithful affection appeares 1n a ſtrong adherence to the thing beloued, fo as 42 —_— 
tie Scripture ſpeaking of loue ,layes it cauſerh one ſoule to claſp vato another, If Conglutitiate oft anj- 
jou begin hartily to loue Jeſus Chriſt, you wil find you ſhal thinke vpon him almoſt ms ein cm ea, 
nſealibly cuery moment, and as faith S. Gregory , cuery time you fetch your breath, Gen. 34: 3. 
there wil come a pleaſing idza of God to fil your ſoule with ſplendours , and affec- 
wn, You wil feel a diſtaſt and vnſauourineſle of hart againſt al earthly things ; ſo 
that it wil ſeeme to you that the moſt pleaſing obiects of the world are mingled with 
land wormwood, You wilſecke for your Jeſus in al creatures, you wil languiſh Nwnquid quem dili- 
erlum;al which beareth his name _- memory wil be delightiome to you ; you &# «mma mea vidi- 
WI ſpeake of him in al companies , you wil haue an earneſt deſire to ſee him ho- ; 
wured , eſteemed ; acknowledged by al the world. And if you perceiue any con- ap 
mpt of his Perſon which is lo cſtimable , you wil thinke the apple of your eye is 
_— Your ſolitude wil be in Teſws, your diſcourſe of Jeſus, Jeſus wil be in your 
Wchings, and in your f{leep, in your affaires , in your recreations , and you w1l ac- - A —— 
count %, kind of infodetiny to of light of him but an hower, Loue is a great ſe- ugeaemny”— 
at,very wel vnderſtood by Abbot Moyſes, in Caflianus. Let owr ſoule (ſaith he ) ſigh intuitu deprehende- 
md thinkes it . ſelfe ſequeſtred from the ſoueraigne goodneſſe , ſo ſoone as it looſeth neuer ris ſeperaztam, forni- 
litle ſeht of the dinine preſence , accounting it a ſpiritual firnication to be ſeperated one ſole =_— — 
ment from bebolding Ic{us. ſt contemplatione 
For diſceſſum, 


Suſpiret,ac tories ſe 
& ſummo bono anima 
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For the ſecond degree , as it is nor enough in worldly amitics to hauc atf«ciiong 
languours , and curious lipp-complemerts , but you mult neceſtarily, come A, 
{ome good eftects , and conl(tderable offices, which arc the markcs and cimeont of true 
affection;ſo you muit nor think the loue of Jeſus confiſterh in flight afteftariss of idle 
deuotion, He muſt ferue who wil louc ; his wil muſt be yedded, his command ex. 
terreyned and execurcd , his liuerics put on, and we wholy transformed into him! y 
Auguſt. ſerm. 19. imitation of his examples. S, Anuznſtine to cotound the weakncllc of our louc toOwWacds 
de verbis Apoit. OE aback ef we -— robes FOR 

, pcrtincntly makcth vic ot the practile of prophanc loucs. Behold ( ſaith he) 


Inhoneſtos amatores _—_— ' . : 
oftendize. $5 quis Theſe fooliſh and diſhoneſt Amouritts of the world. 1 demand, whether any one ſ;. 


$3 quis diligit me ſcr- 
moncm meum ſerua- 
bic. 

Ioan. 14. 


amore femine laſci- prized with the louc of a woman , attyccth himſclfe any otherwile, then tothe liking 


wiens , veſlic ſe _ of his Miſtreſſe, If the ſay, 1 would not haue you were ſuch acloke , he puls it off: | 
- pt Pp 7, ,, command you in the midlt of winter to take a ſommer garment, hc had rather ſhjyex 
with cold, then difpleaſe a miſcrable creature. Bur yet what wil ſhe doe if he ofe 


habere tale birrhum; ; ! » . 
non habebis : fs per not? Wilſhe condemne him to death?wil ſhe fend him execurtoners? wil ſhe thruſt hin 


hyemen. ill; dicet , in into a dongeon? Nothing lefſle, ſhe wil oncly ſay, if you doc not this, I wil neyer ſee 


Lacinia te amo, eliges you more, This word alone is able to makea man tcarc himſclte in picces it the en. 
rremere quam ©/” deauour of complacence , and ſeruice. O foule confulion of our life, and proſtitui 
plicere, Numquid illz -oagy Þ3 > wa gs A F, m _ 
ramen danmarura Of ſpirit ! A God, who makcs a Paradice of his aſpects , and a hel in his leperatiog 
ef? Nymquid «dbi- from vs, promiſcth reucr to bchold vs with a good eye vnlelſe we keep his com- 
buure cortorer? Nwne mandments : nor can his menaces but ke moſt cttectual, ſince he hath ſoucraigne ay. 
+ wn ——"ap-rthr-4 - thority in his hands. He deſerucs to be ſcrued aboue althings : ſeruice done to him 
4 kw "Ml — - {lis not onely maſt plealing, but after this life gayneth recompence, Inthe mcanetime 
debo, faciem meam WC rather chooſe to liue the ſlaucs of creaturcs , and dwel ynder the tyratiay of our 
non videbis, paſſtons, then to embrace the yoke of God. Were it not fit we hercatter order the 
imal {eruice we doc to God, as wel in our prayers as actions , in ſuch fort that thee 
be neyther worke, word, nor thought from morning til night , which hath nota] 
It's accommodations, and is not ſquared within the. rule God dehreti of vs, with iy- 
* tentions moſt puritycd,and indetatigable teruours ? _ 
3. To ſuffer. Finally, the laſt character of louc is to {uffer for Ieſus, the father of ſuflcrings,d 
Satiabor cums appa- King of the afflicted, "The Kingly Prophet ſayd : I 5h. be ſatisfyed when thy gly 
Shal appeare tome. Anothcr trantlation importeth, I's. be wel pleaſed when I 5hal bei 
my felfe marked with the charafters of thy ſufferings. leſus Chritt in the great (acrifce 
of patience made in the beginning of Agcs , fupplycs the perſon ot a great Biſhop 
putting on ficih wholy imprinted with dojours , a hart drenched in acerbiriey, a 
tongue ſteeped in gal. Rewnd about him are al the moſt cleuated and couragious 
ſoulcs, who al weare his liuery, and borh conſtantly and glorioutly dilpole then- 
ſelues to this great model of dolours, Would we ar the fight of ſo many rauc Chan- 
pions lead alite lazy , Janguuthing , and corrupt? Know we fior al creatures of the 
world groanc, and bring torth, that al elements are.in trauel , and jn a ceaſcleſle ag- 
cation? The ayre it ſelfe, (ſay Philoſophers) is perpetually ſtrucken with the motion 
of hcauen, as with a hammer or whip , that this. benummed maſſe may not hatch 
any poyſon. Riuers ate cleanled, and purified by.the ſtreaming current of their we 
icrs. 'The carth is ncuer in repole , and the nature,of great things, is generoullyto 
ſuftereuils. 'The clock goeth on by the help of it's: countrepoyie, and Chriiian lik 
eAnimas noſires an- Neuer proceederh in vertue, but by tzountcrballance of it's croſſes. Our ſoules are engs- 
therati,in has pugnes ved by Oath to this warfare , ſo ſoone as firſt we enter into Chriſtianity , (ayd rhe nobi 


rueris 2loria 144, 
Pſal 16. 

Satiabor cum a'fl:- 
Gus fucro ad ſimi- 
luudinem man, 


P. ſuffer, is not loue, and if it ceaſe to loue when it ſhould beare,it never was what | 
A Louer fayd, in Olympus, that when he was onely ſome litle momcnt abſent 
Olympius. "I h ds 4; {+ (af; i Conn 
Te fine, ve miſcro #9 the creature he moſt loued in the world , al the beſt {calons were yrKetome,: 
mihi, lilia nigrs vi- diſcourlcs troublelome, and the greateſt delights turned into birernelie. Flowerd: 
dentur, luces ſcemed colc-black in the meadow , when he beheld them-in his penſiue fol 


Pallemeeſque roſe, rude, roſes the molt vermillion grew pale , gilliflowers loſt thewr luſtre , thc ve 
or bay trees which refiſt winter's cold , could not withſtand the ſadneſte caulc 7 


this abſence; but in a moment they al appcarcd quite withered to him. Viands ” 
T! 
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kim had no relliſh , wine taſt , nor ſleep repoſe, But ſo ſoone as this creature re- 
urned , al was animated Þy her preſence. Flower-deluces became white againe , 
roſes reſumed their yermillion , gilliflowers their beauty , lawrels their verdure, 
wine and viands their taſtfulneſſe , and ſleep it's conrentment, Bur if there hap- 

any harſh and painful accidents , which he muſt beare for her ſake , they 
ſkemed a Paradice, 

Al worldly loues ſpeake the ſame ; yet are we vnwilling to ſay or doc any 
thing for this exce}lent Word of God , which is endowed with a beauty in- 
comparable , exalted aboue al the beauties of the ſonnes of men. This Teſus, who 
maketh a Paradice ſpring from his eyes. This Ieſus , who diſtilleth honey from 
lpps of roſes , for the comfort of his ele&. This Ieſws who cauſeth Nations to 
tremble vader the force of his word , as vnder Haming arrowes, and is attired 
with the conqueſt and tropheyes of ſoules, 

Behold him on the bright empyrcal Hcauen , crowned with a diademe of 
honour , and reueſted with celeſtial purple , who regardeth vs , who bcholdeth 
ys, and neuer ceaſeth to draw vs vnto him. So many braue ſpirits haue followed 
kim , amongſt torrents , thornes , and flames , which they found repleniſhed 
with a ſweectneſſe that charmed their paine in the ſight of their beſt be- 


It is this ſweetneſſe turned the ſtones of S, Stephen into flower-deluces , and 
dunged the burning coles of S., Lawrence into roles. For it , S, Bartholmew dil- 
wofled himſelfe of his skin as freely as of a garment, and S, Catherine haſtned to 
the wheele armed with keene raſors, S. Tecl« to Lyons, S. Agnes to the wood- 
ple, 5. Cxcely to the ſharp ſword, and S. Apellonis ſuffered her tecth to be torne 
at with as much eaſe, as the tree ſuffers his leaues to fal away from him; O the 
ſweetneſſe of Teſws , who makes al the valiant , and knoweth how to rurne doucs 
lato- eagles of fire ! Shal we neuer vnderſtand , what it is to loue him , towards 
Whom al generous hats ſigh , and for whom al charities are crowned with ims 


tactal gatlands 2 
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of wordly loue inro the loue of TESVS CHRIST. 
SAINT BOMIFACE. 


ported from the viſible to the inuifible , from the temporal 
ro cternal , fromerrour to truth , and from wretehed paſ: 
lion to perfect charity. Notwithſtanding hiſtories furniſh 
vs with ſome examples, and we often obſcrue , thoſe who 


werevery {en{ible in wordly afteQions , when they found 


N 


«W a good obiect , were more feruent and couragious in the 
CH 


= A loue of God.Such was the hart of S. Auguſtine, ſuch like- 
GY wile of generous Magdalen, For both ot them knew þ 
wel to make vſe of their loſſes , that they ſeemed to haue ſerved their apprentiſhp 
vpon creatures, to learne how the Creatour ought to be bcloued, | | 

Archire&s, when they build vaults and arches make certaine counterfeits of wood, 
which they cal centries , to ferue as preparatiues'for their deſignes : but {o ſoonts 
they thereon haue rayſcd true and ſolid workes, they deſtroy fiction to admit ye 
rity. Much ſo it happeneth to ſoules as yet ſenſual ; they are taken with ſleightyf- 
fections, which many times are not diſhoneſt , bur cuer light, and farre diſtant fhom 
perfection. Yet there in is to be learned what we ſhould doe for a God immoral, 
fince wevndertake ſo much for a mortal man, Bur Jeſs inſcnlibly building his x 
chitecture in theſe Jouing harts,ruineth al theſe feignings of amity,there to eſtablih 
his loue. 

This which 1 ſay 15 cuidently to be ſeen in the perſon of Azlae, and S, Bonifat, 
whoſe acts I wil heer produce, ro giue inſtruction how to ſanctify worldly loue by 
the loue of Jeſus Chrift. This Aglae was a Roman Dame , of prime _y hauinga 
delicate wit in a beautiful body , and —_— paitions in a grear fortune, She had 
been marryed , but becomming a widdow in an age as yer furniſhed with verdatt 
freſhneſſe , grace , and beauty, the-had not buryed al her affections in theromb of her 
huſband, | 

After the had a litle wiped away the fitſt teares ; which nature exacteth as tribur 
in ſuch like accidents, ſhe quickly playd ſo much the Courrtier in her flight ſorron, 
that ſhe ſeemed greatly to delire , as ſooneas might be to finiſh what ſhe had neuer 
wel begun. She tayled not tobe ſought vnto by many Gentlemen, who ſaw her tobe 
accompliſhed with al parts deſired in an eminent marriage; and although ſhe w 
not to like their ſeruices , yer making no reſolution to marry , ſhe was al for her (ck 
and for none els; ſo much the feared to take a Maiſter, inſtead of a huſband. 

It is nothing commendable in a Chriſtian widdow, to make a thew no longert0 
haue a hart for the world , ſo to draw al the world into her hart , to change 4 mor 
ning life into perpetual charter , and turne her widdowhood into a petty Empitt 
Arle was not yct entred into vice, butpleaſed her ſelfe ſo much to attord the loue 
her perſon, and receyue none , that ere awareſhe was ſurprized , and hauing diſday 
ned Maſters, ſaw her {e}fe become the {laue of a ſeruant. 


She had a Steward in her houſe named Bon#face,a witty man , and of a yoo pre 
: ence, 
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ſence, who mannaging the affaires of his Miſtreſſe diſcreetly , forgat not his owne, 5 ſweet beka- 
He ſo wel knew how to pleaſe her , to conforme to her humours , to feed her with _ 
RR lory, whereof ſhe was very ambitious , to free her from cares , and fil her hart with 
1F joy, that he already polleſled no ordinary place in her fauours : belides chat he was 
handſome ,- he had a ſingular grace in ic{ting without offence to any , to viter good 
conceits , and entertaine his Miſtreſſe with al the delightful occurrents of the Citty, 
Loue cntreth in very farre by this gate. It 1s nor alwaycs keauty which ſurprizeth, 
for if it be not ioyned with _—_— of wit ; and diſ{gourlc, it is a bayte which 
foats on the water without a hook, | | 
G E Familiar conuerſarion with an officer ſo plealing was no fleight ſnare in the Diſpoſitions to 
houſe of a yong widdow , who liued ealily , and loucd plealurc, It is not without loue should be 
cauſe $. Hierame would not endure to ſee about widdbws ſcruants fo frizled and 2u9yded. 
quaint , fearing leaſt loue might render them Maſters ouer thcir proper Miltrcſſes. 
Aglae began witurpetty loue-tricks, which arc the litle 1dols of attection , not ob- 
ſeruing that al theſe gentle daliances 1n a cariage too free, {til thought to be conſtanc 
ininnocency , are not without danger. But by, {ucceſle of time ſhe felt ber paſſion 
ſmuch cenkindled rowards this Steward, that ſhe neither thought , ſpake , nor liu'd 
but for hin), not daring to diſcoucr her fancics , ſomuch is vice aſhamed of it's owne 
conſcience, EET 
; . Boniface , who had an intelligent and ready wit , wel enough imagined from Aglae in Joue, 
whence thee extraordinary fauours proceeded , which he recciued from his Mil- 
treſſe ; bur the more he ſaw her grow pallionate for him , the more he perſiſted in 
bis duty ; whether that he in the beginning would diner: this affection , which he 
xhaps thought not firme enough , or whether he was willing to Kindle the 
ire by a fight reliſtance. His Muſtreiſe beholding him more {ſcrious in this mat- 
ter then ſhe wiſh<d , ler him plainly enough vnderſtand , that hauing had 
the ſtewardſhip of her eſtate , he ſhould haue the like of her hart , and en- 
trayned him with more courteſy , then was fit for a man of his employment | 
ad condition, 
zSke in the beginning mannaged her afteCtions with ſome diſcretion , following 
duile.of Boniface , who knew how to hide the matter ; his fortune not making 
laole the reraembrance of what he had been , nor paſſion , prouidence in what 
emight be, Notwithſtanding it being a thing very difhcultlong to reſtraine fury,al 
compolcd of fire and violence, the fauours of Aglae fo plainly appeared that they 
$0 longer could be hidden from the world , which is a hundred-ey'd Argus, She oc- 
aloned ſpeach of her cuen to infamy , with ſo much noice and ſcandal in the Citty, 
Mat it much abaſhed al ſuch as had relation to her, Bur being of a haughty humour, 
Which rather vieth to irritate paſſion by cenſure then amendeth manners, the neglec- 
he had | fd what was ſayd of her', ſince ſhe ſtood free from controule : for loue which had 
rerdan ©} Xcaued her of innocency and grauity , diſpoyled her likewiſe of the care of reputa- 
> ofher ©] #2", (one of the greateſt miſeries may happen to a wretched {oule.) She wel {aw her ; 
wred neither had the wil or power to hinder her pleaſure, which made her change 

eribure © doſe affection into manifeſt whoredome, | 
arrow, | + Loue ſometimes is weakned by ouermuch eaſyneſle of entertayning it. Ir is like is o_— L 
4 never | ie Polyprs , which finding nothing to oppoſe nor deuoure , cateth it-ſelfe. by do « 
cr tobe | $Pawing it's feet, and finnes, So this paſſion finding no more reſiſtance , witlt which 
denyel I} * ordinarily is cheriſhed, leſſened , and loſt it-(clte. Agee began at firſt ro be weary 
jer (ik | Ffthe frequency of this infamous familiarity, then recalled againe into her hart the 

{enſe of honour, next of vertue, and laſtly God more fully touching her ſoule , ſer 
Dngert ker in open view to her ſclfc , and made her entertaine a great diſtaſt of this in- 
a mor if vtdinace life, | | 
Empire | = Boniface on the other ſide felt his conſcience much galled, and thought on nothing 
- loved butto breake his chayne , which he often begged of God, giuing many almes inthe 
diſday bcjght of his yncleanneſle, Aglae called him to her in this bays ys ſayd, She was 

reſolued to make an end of the exorbitancies of her life, that it was in concluſion to weary hea- Admirable con- 
Dod pr #7 and earth roo much by ber ſinnes , and that if lone had wounded ber, repentance would = uerſion, 

ſens} : | Te 2: RE H er, 
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her, Ged b.mins Ieft her ne other remedy vpon evils paſt then ſ.rrow to have conmirred hey, 
As for the reſt, as be had followed ber with ſo mach fa-ulity 1n wi-kedurje , it was ns Yerſon 
he should for ſake her in the way of repentance. That she was 4 woman, he a m:m , that hy 
{exe obliged him to take at the leaſt ſo much courage as her ſelfe in a matter which concerned 
erernal ſaluation, and that deſiring to equal him in ths reſolation, she «hould bane the happy- 
nefſe ahove him ro have prevented him. | | 
Boniface replvyed, She mizhr confidently doe whit sbe rhowzht good, he world ener accoung 
it his glory to wayt on ber in ſo good a purps ſe, and that God co ud nor doe him @ greater fawur, 
then to ch.mge the commandemenrs of his Miftreſſe into precepts of ſaln4tion. 
Denotionof Aglas The Lady anſwered, the found nothing more necetſary then to 1mplore the mercy 
in enquiry afrer of God by the bloud of his Martyrs, and therefore he ſhould take a voyage into the 
Martyrs. Prouince of C/l:ci4, where daily many ſuch were made,ard iring her thence ſome re. 
likes. The Steward who could not forget his ſivcet nature, ſayd ynto her : Madane, 
you would much wonder, if from the countrey of Martyrs I returne a Martyr, and 
that my body be brought back.ro ſeruc you tor relikes. Aglae replyed , Mock nor, 
but doe ſpeedily whart I tel you , and thinke your cite moſt happy to be at the tee 
of ſo many glorious Confefſours. | 
He fayled not to put himſelfe quickly on the way with men, and money , hand- 
kerchefs, and perfumes for performance ot his purpole , and handled the macter {o, 
that he was ſpecdily in, the Citty of Tharſus', at that time the Theater ot Martyrs, 
Scarcely was he arriued, but he heard twenty Chriſtians were led forth'1ncoa pul ike 
place to be Martyred, and being already changed into another man , who breathed 
nothing at al bur the glory of Gad , he ſtole from his company , and went p:<lently 
Reoniface marty. I1tO the open place , where percciuing the Martyrs , he brake chrough the chrong, 
red. haſtned to kifſe their chaynes and wounds, moyſtning his eyes with their bloud,and 
carneſtiy beſceching rhem to pray vnto God for him. 
The Pretident Smpliciangs ſeeing this yong ſtranger meddle fo farre in 2 matter 


wherevnto he was not called, commanded him to wxhdravw : but he ſpeaking with 


2 generous confidence , and publikely profeiling what he was , he cauſed hintote 
apprehended and co be pur to rhe torture , where he was rougbly han«}cd : tor the 
EXccurioners not content to haue pulled off his skmn with iron pincess , thurit flincrs 
of pointed reedes between the fleihand nayles,wHich cauſed moſt exqui{ne torment, 
Notrvithitanding the valorous Champion had no other words in his mouth in the 
extremity of his rorments, but oe | 

My Sauiorr leſus, I give thee thankes for the fanour thin haſt done me ro day by letting me 


ſuffer for thy ſake. It is good reaſon tbe body which bath fo much offended thee , beare ſomes, 


what for thee. If executioneys encresſe my torments , augment the aſſiſtance of thy gract, 
and crowne my combat with a fairhful perſeucrance. He ſpake with io much feruour, 
grace, and deuotion, that thoſe preſent were much moued thereat , which the Iudge 
percciuing, commanded molten lead to be poured into his mouth, to enforce him to 
a cruel filence : burthat not ſucceeding as he imagined , the people mutined, and 
brake downe an Alter , ſer vp there for ſacrifice to Idols, whereat the Prouoſt was 
ſomewhar aſtoniſhcd , and thinking ir nor fir ar that time any further to incenſe 
chem, heſent al the Martyrs back into priſon. | 
The next day he went to the place with more violence and rterrour, and thinking 
co terrify Boniface he ſhewed him a cauldron of hor (calding pitch, treatning withal 
to burne him if he obeycd not the Emperours Edicts. 'T'o which the Martyr an{we- 
red, there was neither hire , ſword, nor any horrid torture able ro ſcperate him from 
Ieſus Chriſt, he then ſhewing himſelfe very reſolute , without leaſure giuen to lay 
any more, was plunged into rhe cauldron , from whence he by miracle came tort 
entire , to the admiration of al the world , which began to worke great conueri10ns 
among the peoyvle. | 
Simplicianus tearing a ſecond ſedition , cauſed his head ſpeedily to be cut off 
with an 2xe, andto conſummare a glorious martyrdome. In the meane ſpace they 
who yvere of his company ſought round about tor him , at which time they hear 


there was a yong Chriſtian i{tranger to be executed , who had {hewed very much 
| conſtancy 
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conſtancy in his puniſhment, They thinking nothing lefle then of him , fzyd It Was 
not their Bowiface , who euer would more readily be tound amorg Courilans , then 
the executioners of Tharſws. Yet comming to the place for curiolity, they found his 
head vpon one fide , his body on the other , extreamely amazed at what was paſſed. 

' They bought his body for fiue hundred liures,and hauing it in their hands they asked 
him mercy with weeping teares for the raſh iudyement they had giuento the preiu- 
dice of his yertue, . 

Vpon this, they had nothing ſo much in their dejires, as to cary back the body to 
their Miſtreſſe Aglae,ſuppoling they could not giue her any relikes eyther more vn- 
doubted or acceptable. The holy woman had already had a reuelation trem the 
mouth of an Angel of the glory of Boniface, and Eeing on the way to encounter him, 
ſo ſoone as the metr him, ſhe proſtrarcd her lelte Eetore his body and fayd: 

My deare Bonitace, I shead not teares oucr thee, they wewld fal too low to bewayle ſuch 
4 deth, as thine. Tho wentſ} out a penitent ſom me, and returneſt « Martyr , thou art be- 
come 4 Maiſter from the firſt day of thy apprentiship , thou hafti vanquished ere ſcarce ſeen 
the enemy ; yea the Crowne wherewith thou ſoughſt to glorify other Martyrs 1: fallen on thy 
owne head. Ab,how many bloudy gates were to be opened to thy generous ſouls, to afford 4 
large paſſ zee to it's triumphs. Iron hookes which hae drſſenered thy holy members , haue vni- 
ted thy hart to Telus. Recds thruſt wnder thy nayles hane confirmed thy conflancy. Boyling 
cauldrons found in thy hart a lou more feruent then their flames, and the axe which ſeperated 
the head from thy body placed a crowne on thy bead. bekld thee with an eye wholly rapt with 
the beauties of thy glory. I 4 thouſand times kiſſe thy wounds, and take part in thy tropheyes, 
and ſanttify my ſelfe by loning thee , as a Martyr of letus Chriſt. What then remaynes , 0 
blejjed ſoule, bun that I imitate thee , and though executioners forbeare my body , newer to 

fpare my paynes* That al my life may be but a Martyrdome , and that there be m#t any pars 

inme , which ſerues not as 4 vittime to the ſacrifice of my patience. | 
Azlae, hauing performed her duries , and cauſed a Church to be built , dedicated 

God in memory of the Martyr S. Bowiface, entred into a Monaſtery,and perfected 

her ſelfe in the glorious trauels of pennance , finiſhing her courſe neer her wel-belo- 

xed, and entombing her athes at his feer. 
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TX C ? E haue direfily looked towards God in the firſt __ 
M470) cing Maximes which moſt neerly concerne the Diuinity. I 
© now deſcend in this ſecond to thoſe which touch the dweftion 
0: this preſent life;&> conſider them inthree aſþets,nherof 
one tendeth to the ſeruice of God, the other ts our neigh- 
bowr, and the laſt ſtayeth upon our ſelues. In the firſt I treat of piety, 
ainſt al counter feit dewotion. In the ſecond I shew we muſt cary our 
ſelues towards our neighbours with iuſtice , ſincerity, and ſmeetneſſe , ex- 
duding our owne ends, diſſemulation , and cruelty. In the third 1 emter- 
tayne what concernes the ordering of our ſelues in proſpertty againſt 
Epicurians, and in aduerſity againſt impatience upon accidents of hu- = 
mane life : wherein I endeauour throughout effeFlually to obſerue the di- 
ſorders which Plato and Ariſtotle noted were the cauſes of the deſiruc- 
non of Families, Cities, and Empires. 
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That if devonton muſtbewſed, : That we muſt be deuour 
we should embrace that which # for God, andthar if deuotion: 
vin fashion , accommodating it 2 be nor ſolid , it is no longer 
{0 our ends. $ deuotion, 


many more illuſions then al other vertues,ot which we haue 
| proofe enough fro our owne expericce , although we could 
L4 find noother foundation in reaſon. But if the tudicious Rea- The cauſe where- 
d I der deſire to know the cauſe, 1 wil tel him, that as nothin by —_— is 
[\Y NP hath been ſo much turmcyled and counterfeited as Reli- oy ——— 
[A257 gion, which hath inal Ages been disfigured by ſuch yariety ; 
Y/ { of ſects:lo it is no merueyle if deuoti6, which is accordig to 

FS $.Thomas asthe Erarch cf this tree, hrdthe like cotrarienes, 

Bodycs moſt delicate are ſooneſt corrupted by extreme imprefſiens : fo this vertue, 
Which 1s of a temperature very ſ\ubtile , ſince it is as it werethe creame of charity, ma 
a{ly be peruerted by the cuil mannage of it, Adde, that the wicked ſpirit ſceing this 
txercize 1s Very neceſſaty for vs, ſeeRcs tocnuencme it in it's ſources , to the end we 
may draw poyſon from thoſe things which might be our remedy, 2 

Betides,men eyther through {uperaboundance of idlenefſe, preſumption of atility, 
rough loue of their owne conceits , or deſire of nouelty , multiply their jnuentions Gaia 

; - . =P olden calues 

'pon this matter , and many make goldenealues to thcmiclues in Beryel inſtcad of the ,", Pte rundl 
Cherubinsof Heruſalem. The Lacedemonians cucr attyred their Gods according to the þj,,, 
faſhions and humours which then {wayed 1n their citty: Euery one delights to dreſle The praQtiſe of the 
vp devotion by the patterne of his paſſions. | Lacedemonians. 

| affirme one cannot worthily enough prayſe the praQtiſe of {6 many deuout 


ſoules , which liue in ſingular putity , eyther in Religious or Ciuil liſe Ws -=4 
"H 23 ay, 


_ : A T is amattcr very conſiderable , that denotion is ſubic& to 
| WY De -4 
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ſay it is an Hoaſt of the liuing God , as terrible in his mildneſle, as hc is ſweete in 
his terrours. 1 honour al the bodies , yea the particalars with the honour their deſer;y 
haue acquired. Bur as the ſtr6geſt truths fayle not to be inuaded by ſome obfeurities, 
ſoit is no wonder it 1n the ys of yertues ſome defectscreep into the life of par- 
ticulars, which ſhould no way preudice the integrity of the general. 
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Groſſe and af- 
_ Biting Deuotion, | 


) HERE is adarkedeuotion, which is rude and ſtupid , another nice ,a 
third tranſcendent , and a fourth {incere and ſolid, I cal a ſtupid dey. 
tion chat, which eſtabliſheth al vercuc in indiſcreet and immoderare auſte. 
ritics, which very often kil the body , and extinguiſh thetoral vigour of 
the mind : that which without any obligation of the Church, or of ſomc particular 
Order, or ſage dircCtion tyes it-ſelfe to ſtraight and rigorous obſcruations , rather 
for ſatisfaction of ſclfc-w1l, then through any other ſenle of piety, and which placah 
in this a& al Chriſtian perfection, not minding (o many other dutics, which lirialy 
bind vs to matters more conſiderable. 

We hauc heard the Idolaters of the Eaſterne parts kil themſclucs with recical of 
a fearc-ful number of prayers to their Idols, roule in the {cortching ſands , ciog 
themſclues with tetters , and {laſhthemiſclues with razors, thinking by thele waye 
chey may arriue to the top of ſanctity. Nor can we hkewiſe be ignorant what is ſuf- 
ficicuzly declared vnto vs by holy Scripture , that mary of the Ancicnts were much 
inclincd to theſe ſuperſtitious deuotions , eſtabliſhing therein al the order of (pui- 
cual life : in ſuch ſort, that they perpetually afflicted their bodies , and in the meare 
time ſuffercd their harts to ſway in empry vanitics , burning auarice , rigours, and 
cruelrics rowardstheir neighbours wholly inſupportable. 

Such was the deuotion of Phariſees , to often rebuked and condemned heerin by 
the lips of the eternal Truth, For when you ſaw them walke in publike , you be- 
hcld men leane and disfigured , who bare ſcrowlcs of parchment on their heads, 
wherein they wrot ſome lentence of the law of God, and tycd thornes to the border 
of their gownes to prick and torment their hceles 3 whilſt the hart vncontroulea- 
bly committed al dilorder. Such alſo was the deuotion of certaine ſuperſtitious re- 
proucd by the Prophet Eſay in the 58. Chapter, where God ſpeakerth ſaying vnto 
them : Who exer bath gone about to exatt ſuch faſts from you , and ſucb denotion as you prac- 
riſe? ro afflif? the bedy a whole day together , bow the head, Lye on ſackcloth and ashes 1s 
ths then that which you cal faſting , and can you thinke daye , and times ſpent 1» ſuch ac- 
Diffolue celligationes rions are very acceptable to God ? I wil teach you another kind of faſt : Breake off thoſe bar- 
TR folwe fof= 7 aines you bane made with ſuch iniquity , reare in pieces the bundles of vniuft and inſupper- 
mo Ln, oblieations , let the poore got at liberty , who are onerwhelmed with wants. Take the 

yoake from themwhich they cau no longer beare , give food to the bungry lodee pilgrimes, and 

wayfarers iu yorr bouſe, cloth the naked, and diſdaine not your flesh. 
Three Blemidhes 3» This darke Deuorion hath three things , which make it much to be ſuſpected, 
of znxious devo- and are the cauſe it 1s not wel proportioned to the manner of life of ſolid ſpirits. 
Gion. Firſt, when itis extremely ſubicct ro nouelties, ſingularities, and pride, which procced 

from fooliſh confidence in ones owve tudgement. Many who are wile according to 
| js es wy. their owne way , reſemble the Bat, which employeth the chriſtalline humour ot his 
Lad es romake large wings to himſelfe , but yer very v(cleſle : fo they conſume al the 
her wings. - 4 2” 2%, hg. «on fcc - pre 

lights and inſpirations of God ro create wings of pride and vanity , which onely 
ſcrue them to fly in the night, and ignorance of themſclues. Now , it is wel knowne 


Eſa. 58. 


{ a) An excellct 
fpeach of Chan- 


cellour Gerton, £0 al, that the molt fatal plague it marter of _— and deuorion , is the defire to 
In vitis patrum li- ſeeke direCftion from one's owne opinion, which the learned Gerſon very wel obſcrued 
COEIInnng when he ſingularly wel ſayd: (4) If you ſer one walke in the way ef proper indgement al- 


citatus a Richardo 
Alls. 


though be had Brexdy one foote in Paradice , takg this foot and withdraw it. For it were 
berter to walke in the Shades of death ynder the conduct of humility , then to haue «4 Paradice 
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onely 
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in the pleaſures of proper fantaſy. Drunkenneſſe is taken by wine ( ſayd the Prophet ) and *r quomodo vinum 


pride by it's owne opinion. | 


Such there are , who after infinit many pai le zextic 2 wy 
,V | paincs paſſed ouer in religious Orders haue © ©” /»perbur, 
miſerably loſt themſclues , following the curſcd ignis fatuus of their owne opinion "1 
Had pcnſiue deuotion no other blemiſh, it were alwayes much to be fearcd : = his 
kdes I afhrme, that as fiſhermen fiſſ1 in a troubled water , ſo the diucl ftheth in the 
melancholy of a perplexed ſoule , principally when it 15 tyed to ſuperiours , which 
—_ — aa Snow by the Scripture and Fathers the importunitics ar.d Ecce terendit ante pe 
|, p the cuil ſpirit to vndoe vs. Sathan cuerywhere hath layd his der noſiros laqueos 
nets before Vs , the whole carth is nought Eur a ſnare ; ſnares 1n riches, ſnare in po- infinuos , & omnes 
nerty , ſnare in meate , ſnare indrinke , ſnare in cating , fleep , words week Þ al gs, 
our actions : but we muſt confeſſe their 1s no ſnare more miſerable nor of dives NR —_— 
force , then ſadneſſe and melancholy : becaule it is that which bloweth = the moſes ; Feiiigaſ 
candle , which puts out the light of the mind , and by this meanes makes ſport for {'2*t * ©4qweor Bo. 
the enemy of our felicity, CY _ ba — ec, 
aro — an engl nanieg Heron , who had (weatt for the Caſfan, collar, * 
pace 'S; abit of Religio and growne white amongſt ſo many de diſcretione 
glorious palmes , yet ſuffering himſelfe to tal into a deuotion darke, anxions x2 Horrible iſſue of a 
folitary , was lo deceiued by the ſubrility of Sathan, that at the Jatrer ani of his FA cs hollow deuotion. 
he threw himſelfe into a pit , from whence he was drawne haltedead , nor _ it 
m_e to _— him ſay - had done il in this aCte ſo exorbitant and deſperate : pro- 
1dgcment hauing fo bewit im 1n this (: | 

Fur _—_ as g I ched him in this {adneſle , that al his owne re{olu- 

——_ a {oule ſeldome falleth into ſuch extremitics, notwithſtanding for 
—_s _ _ may bring a proofe taken our of $, 7 homas, who ſaycth, thar iceing S. Thom. x. 2. q, 
adr t venemous ot al paſſions , becaule it gnawerth the root of the hart, 37-art+ 4- 
which conliſteth in a certayne alacrity and largeneſle ſpreading u-ſclte from the 
fourtaine of life through al the members , it is impoſſible that any man whotyes hinz- 
ſelfe ro a penſiue and melancholy deuotion can long perſeuer in the way of —_—_ 
"9y—ms fn = os; writing vpon this ſentence. of S. Pamle drawne out of Glorifs ate, & porta- 

| orinthians , ſixt chapter , Glorify and beare God in your body , hath theſe ** Pew in corpore 

notable words : You muſt beare Teſus Chriſt , not dragzge him, He draggeth his who 5s 
ſucbarged with him , and who indiſcreetly afflifterh himſelfe in the ſeruice he doth to the _ aduiſe of 
dune Maiefly , not conſidering le\us 1s the flower of the field, or the poe ſy of myrrhe be- _—_ —_— fs 
een the breaſts of the ſpouſe , and not 4 load of hay vnder which you muſt needs nen trahj vob in 
lke 4 — il 7.09 OT es Chriſtus ſed 
4- Ontheſe ſame grounds ſuperſtition is ra ſed , whi 6s camys .tÞ fajeh- 
dit ſhould loue by _—_ and Rs aan God a —_— = p09 
tirough a falle preſumption of his ſcuerity. What ſenſe is there to —_ into hand Supe ts 
ton , as if one were lifted vpon a rack to be tortured , and tothinke there is no pi 81mes , quor colis , 
nthe world if the body be not torne and the ſpirit beaten downe, PTY wioler, 

One muſt be crucifyed in his thoughts by vayne appreheſions,infinit many ſcruple Senec, Epiſt. 124; 
nuſt Le nouriſhed , finnes imagined whichneucr were {linnes, and conceits Redde _ 
f onc haue walked on ſtrawes a-croſle, a great ſacriledge is committed. Someimpoſe 
thouſand fantaſtical obſeruations vpon theruſclues, Dad inflict yoluntary no—_ 
ud you ſhal find of them , who leading alife wholly innocent make themſclues hel ; 
n their 0wne conſciences , watchings wither them , dreames terrify them , and f 
tie leafe of a tree wagge it is a ſpirit which comes to ſurprize them , nay if ſome fa- 
ulbird croak inthe obſcurity of night it isthe voyce of a dead man who bidds th 
prepare to paſle into anotheg world. ns: 

Out Alas ! Isit poſſible a ſoule which hath neuer ſo litle feeling of the Diuinity 


an thinke God, infinitly mercifu), is as a Mines , and Rhadament mentioned in Fables, 


go geleny comes to pry into al our actions , to number al our ſteppes , rakes 
”* 2 to prepare puviſluments for vs , and to rayſe his tropheys on our ruines, Is 
ard a matter to belicue a good dircttour , who perſwades the contrary , as tha 


H 4 for 


Quatat deuotion, 


Al exteriourly. 


Auguſt. lib. de 
hzreſ.c. 7. 


The pompe, and 
praQilſcs of it. 


Senec. lib. 3. de 
bencfic, cap. 16, 
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for want of a litle inſtruCtion , labours in rcligion ſhould be yndertaken wichour rc. 


Jaxation , diſturLances without repotc, and nu{crics without comtort? 


Sz — - - 
_ — — — <— 


SFFECTERD EFFRI 40 X. 


FEfeminate and nice deuorion 15 of another {train, For it hath not {cor. 
ned to kil the body for the lite of the ſpirit ; bur teeth out 19itty 
wayes to accord God and the world together, and ynder pretext of 
picty to take thoſe pleaſures which may flatter the molt retined ſen- 
==Z# luality, Wc now a-daycs {ce many women of quality , who crgroſſe 
this ſecond order, and who Leing litle interiour open themſclucs with protulion to al 
whatſocuer hath in it extcriour oftent, Sonic fal into it for ſatisfaction of their ozwne 
wils, others by ſ{cruile imitation and complacence to the humour of powertul PCr- 
ſons , who like the great Orbes of heauen draw along the lower plancts ; {ome 
chrough intereſt of fortune , others for colour of picty , and the reſt by amuicment, 
I know ſome who therein proceed lincercly , and did the wicked and Libertines yy. 
derſtand the purity , excellency , and ſanctity of fo many good {oulcs , who handle 
deuorion as it ſhould be , of which the Church is at this preſcot furnitied witha 
good number , they would be rauiſhed with light of the intcriour , ant take their 
hucs to be a perpetual miracle. But we mult contecllc , there arc many deuotcs who 
wander from theſe purcr parhes to runne aitcr a phartolme of picty : and although 
I hecr note defects , I would haue vertuous ſoules know , my cenſure no more 
toucheth them then thunder the ſtarres in hcauen, 

The firſt endeauour of this ſophiſticatc deuotion confiſteth in making an Oratory; 
or litle houſhold Chappel, in buildiog alitle magazine of rclixes begged on al ſides, 
with more curiolity then Religion , {ctting candieſticks and pictures in order, in 
prouiding richornamengs , in inuenting new faſhions of crewets, in weaunyg girdles, 
and dreſſing vp a litle mercery of trinkets. And though thele acizons which con- 
cerne the care of altars are very laudable , yct are they often very much peruerted 
Loth bythe intention , which 1s vayne , and execution molt indifcreet. We many ti 
mcs find ir. theſe cabbinets ſo religious and- curious , a Vers with our Lady , a Cupid 
necr $. Michael , and a payre of beads hanging on the tocs ot ſome litic giddy mar- 
mouzet, This is to renew the practiſc of that Lady named Marcellines,ot whom S. Aw 
guſtine ſpeakcth in the booke of hexclies , who mingled the pictures of our Sauiour 
with thoſe of Pythazoras. 

Furthermore theſe places , which ſcemededicatcd to picty, fo follow the humour 
of their Miſtreſſe, as they are accommodated to al: and it they 1n the morning haue 
{cena Prieſt celebrate Maſſe , they wil make no difhicu!ty to entertaine a Bal that very 
cuening. A] this deuotion is pompous and proud in it's furnitures , there 15 not (0 
much as hayre-clothes, and diſciplines butare made of lilucr, ratherto ſee the bright 
luſtre of ir, then feele the ſmartings. It hath myſteries and merucilous intrications, 
which many times looke on the carth vnder a veile of sky-colour. 

It ſecmes ro many the ayme of picty is nothing els , but to {ceke out al it's petty ac- 
commodations and contcntments inthe world, to haue liberty to doe a],game court- 
ſhip , coftlyneſle of apparel, a caroachto ones ſelfe to flutter through the {trects;1vhillt 
the eſſential parts of marriage are contemned , affaires of the houte neglected , and 2 
huſbandenforced to murmur , who deth cxprefſe more impatience in an hower , then 
the other gayneth deuotion in ten ycarcs, . 

It qucſtton be made of chooling a ghoſtly Father , there are of them who much 
delightin change , and if Seneca. ſayd that Roman Ladyes in the time when diuorces 
were permitted, reckoned their huſbads by the number of Conſuls who altered cuery 
ycare , one may more iultly {ay , that ſome deuotes meaſure their Conteſlours by the 


courlc of moones , by taking almoſt cuery moneth a new. Other ſtick {o cioleto 
One, 
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:c- M one; andſet him in ſo high account aboue al humane things , that according to their 
opinion he alone hath the grace ,Sacraments , and bloud of leſus Chriſt intus hands, 
But if they muſt be depriued of him, there is no more piety nor religion for them in 
.. Etc world : the pathes of Son mourne , Churches = Altars are but wildernetſes, 
1nd the hope of taluarion hath loſt it's luſtre, 
Such ſcruicesand diligence muſt be vſed to a ſlight conſcience , as if itwerea huge 
Commonwealth, After the tcdiouſneſſe of a Conteilion , which maketh thoſe to 
-21- {boſe patience who were molt reſolute to attend it, you muſt giue and receiue tre- 
try MW quentviſits, ſpinne our diſcourſes , and erernal prattle : one cannot ſuppoſe they are 
- of W:lof God, whois more honouredby filence ; one would hardly belieue a ſoule ſhould 
en- WY need ſuch polliſhing which appeareth not ro be ſo much refined in the knowledge 
offe Wefthings diuine, One rhinkes rhis deuout creature through ſuperaboundance of cha- 
021 Wriy beareth al the finnes of the houſe, another that ſhe tels al the tales in the Citty ; 
vnae Wd choſc who calily ſuſpe&t what themſelues doe without difficulty , imagine there 
Per- eothcr tyes , which I had rather conceale, 
2me This dcuorion is not foolith according to the world ; but hauing learnt to make 
cnt, Maarrow of any wood to hit the mark ot it's intcreſts , ſhe maketh yſe of a Conte(- 
vn- Wir plyant and mercenary for this purpoſe, If any be found in the world who 
adle MWiretch their conſcience, who teach to withhold —_ il gotten, to ſooth humours, 
tha M{Warertayne libertines , and Jodge finne almoſt in the boſome of Theology , theſe arc 
heir {Milnctityed ſpirits, and Prophets in faſhion. 
who There 1s enough done. , ifthere be outward ſhew enough. If ſome ſmal almes bc 
ug tawnc out of thoſe great treaſuries of gold and filucr ; and that ſhe communi ate 
nore {Witev. For lince tome Pricſts are latisfycd with ſaying Maſſe but once a yeare , it 15 


tory, FWaolt ſo many Communiors as there be dayes inthe yearc. God forbid | ſhould |.- 
ides, {We an excerciſe ſo holy , which cannot be too much recommended , but it rroub!«s 
r,in {Wucthcy goe to ic without any feeling of that awful Maicſty, and ſeeke acceſſe to Cud 
dlcs, MWwno hrero make it tractable, Frequent Communions , which ought not to ke pcr- 
con- W{Writed Lut with great diſcretion, as a reward for the moſt ſolid vertues, are turned 


erted {Wito pillage according tro the greedy humour of a ſpirit giddy and inconſtant, 
zy ti- Where necdeth but the want of ſome ſmal circumſtance to ſtay a Pricſt and hinder 
Cupid Wim from ſaying Maſſe ; but theſe deuotiſts paſſe al ouer , and ſome of them haue 
mar- F{Wund the way to accord the Communion and a Comedy ypon one and the ſame 
AF . ; 

uiour © Whar wil enſue of this, bur that ſuch women may draw water from the fountaines 


tour Sauiour , like the Danaides in the hel of Poets with a ſiue, They often beare 
mour K{hotanation to Altars,to bring back vengeance;and know not the many cuils which 
; have FWidalethem proceed from the contempt of holy things. | 
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tvery | After ſo many Communions theſe ſpules profit in ſpiritual life as the litle Caualier Callipedes, 


nor ſo lewdat Rowe , who laboured much in cunning in a wheele , and at the end of his 
bright Fucl had gone no further then when he began. When was it that a dozen of Com- 
tions, Fſunions haue taken from them one hayre ot vanity ? Are they lefſe pompous , leſſe 
vwdred, lefle frizled , more reſerued , more chaſt , more diſcreet 2 You ſec to come 
tty ac- nf thence wily ſpirits , who perpetually byas al to their owne ends , who buſy 
court- F*mſclues in affaires , whobetray the moſt holy amitics , who praGile litle furics of 
vvhillt to[ler » Who render themſclues inexorable in the moſt ciuil requeſts , who haue harts 
and 2 if ice towardsthe miſerics of mankind , who taketribute of al , and deify alin them- 
r then |{ues, yea their owne follyes. I ſpeake this to make the ſolidity of ſolid deuotions 
more appeare , which are practiſed in the Church, an{werable to treatiſyes writ- 

» much 3 by Blefſcd Sales, and my Lord Boſhop of Balley, 


juorces | 6. You may calily iudge by ſuch proceedings , how weake and friuolous al theſe g.afons of the 
deuery —__" of {eruing God arc, But if you thereunto wil apply the lights of reaſon, you nulliry of this 
; by the F'4obſerue , that any thing is ſo much the more ſolid and firme as it hath founda- deuotion. 


cioſero F'nand if upport pon the Diuinity ; becauſe Eternity onely appertayneth to the Divi- 
one, F'Y , which rendereth things laſting. Now thisEternity , which is in God as in it's 


ſource 
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fource , diſtillerh by participation 1gto thoſe things which adhere and are moſt pcr- 
tecily vaited vnto him. Behold the reaſon why we mult conclude , that truc deuo- 
tion, which hath much vnion with God, hath ſo much the more {ubliltence, Bees 
bred of the body of a Bul , beare vpon them a litle reſemblance of a Bul , and thetree 
in the ſeed, whereof you thal hauc fome characters engrauen wil niany times repreſent 
themin it's leaucs and fruits. Eucry thing naturally tendeth tothe imitation of it's ori. 
ginal. What mcrucile then , if true deuotion which is deriucd trom the Eternity of 
God, bcing vnable to hauecternity of it-(cl{c, as a creature, hath ar leaſt a band {t:ong 
and durable : whercas quite contrary this apith deuotion being mecrly tetrcne hath ho 
crue rootin God , nor can draw any nouriſhment from thence , wherevpon enſucth, 
| Ommisplantacioquam it muſt dry yp and wither. Enery plant which my heauenly Father planted not shal be rowed 
non plantaws Patcr our , fayd our Saujour in S, Mathew. | 

- - -——p—p—__ A loulc ſolidly Chriſtian reſſemblcth the Palme, which bearcth It's ſtrength on the 

+ orig "i fins TP : ithathal it's vigour in God & of God, He 1s the ſource & cnd of al good workes, 
opere, & fine. And it God chance to tayle it, the whole fabrike of {aluation fals ro the ground, Be- 
S. Paulinus. ſides, this deuotion becomes ruinous , becauſe it wholy depends on conſolations de- 
riued from creatures mutable , ſhort , vnable to content a toule onely made for God. 

Lucry creature proccederh from nothing , and if you diſcngage it from the preſer- 

uation of the firſt being , behold it is forthwith in 1t's nothing , it cannot furmih you 

with any thing, but wind , to feed you like a wretched Chameleon ; which is the 

cauſc rhe creature that ſticketh vnto it remaynes cuer hungry. And this is it which $ 

Avgpuſt. ſolil. 13, Auguſtine hath diuinely {poken : My God, my life , and my happineſſe. It rs fit 1 confeſe 
Fe ru Domine vis my miſery vnto thee after ſomany ſilly trifles of temporal conſolations haue ſeparated me jrow 
mo _ f - oY thee, who art an eternal and an immutable good , 1 am diſſolued , and hane be en powred 
fircar ribs , 6, through the conduit-pipes of my ſenſes parted, and drnuded mto ſuch and ſoman y obietts, and 
1haue euerywhere found hunger ,thirft, and penury m plenty zt- ſelfe. For nothing was able 

to fil me , ſince 1 could not perceiue in my ſelfe 4 Good , ſolid-, ſingular , inſeparable, which cov- 
renterb al deſires , and ſatisfies al apperites. — 

Adde , that in ſcarctfing for petty ſenſual conſolarions , they arc not alwaycs had, 
Ecce confidis ſuper but one often mcets with repullc , with affliction , and gal , from whence COMes to 
baculii arwndinewm, palle that falſe picty , which isrycd to theſe curious mcetics , as they faylc , 1t loolcth 
al ſupport and vigour, ; 

Al theſe kinds of denotion reſſemble the bird called by the Grecians Clottide, a 
countcrfet ſwallow , which doth nothing but chatter with ſuch lowdnefſe , that ſhe 
deafens al the world : the much loueth the warme and cleare ayre ; but to ſoone as ſhe 
fccles the firlt approach of winter , the is ſtarke, creepes along , and hangs the wings 
as halfe dead : the wil paſſe the ſcas with other {wallowes to {ceke our heat, and yer 
$she flycs {carccly one day but repents 1t. To returne back she is ashamed ; follow she 
cannot. It remaynes shebecome prey to ſome vnahappineſle. Behold juſtly che umage 
of this plaiſtered deuotion, It the talle (wallowsbe a charrerer : this deuotion is often 
nought cls but babble. It the {ecke for warmth. , this 1s nouriſhed with temporal 

rolpcritics and ſ{cniual comforts. If the one be lo quailed with cold , the other 
_— the leaſt aduerlity with {trange imparience. It the one making thew to follow 
che reſt ſtayes in the way , how many foules {ce we, whonothauing wel runne their 
Tacc in matzcr of denotion , nor taken God for their cope, reſt in inconſtancies , agt- 
tations , troubles of niind , an inthe cnd breake with God. 


P Ifay. 36. F. 


Plin, lib. t.c.25. 
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OF TRANSCENDENT DEFOTTION, 


PASSI. to the third kind , callcd tranſcendent deuotion , which Tranſcendent De- 
practiſeth to purſuc vnuſual wayes, and to refine al othcr dcuotions uorion, 
by (uLtiiity ot wit. Common things , which are often the beſt, arc 

nor for it's purpolc. It can abide nothing vmtorme and remperate; 
bur*mult of neceſſity rayſe much noice and oltent to make 1t-ſclfe 
nowne. It affe&tcth vahcard-ot ob([eruations,cxtracted mcrhods,ch ymerical words: 

you would ſay it is a rich trader , who hath a ſhop of ſpirituality and huge maga- 

ins ſtored with {pcciovs titles ; but when you come to looke narrowly into it,you 

hal find there ſo many jeaucs and Larke , fo much vanity and empty merchandize, 

that this which ar firit ſo affrighted the timple , ſerues afterward tor on obiect of 

ſcorne to the wilcelt, , 

We arc not 1gnorant there are kinds of excellent waycs totreate with God, reſer- Sublime prayer, 
wed to ſoules the froſt eminent, and thar it were a raſh attempt to condemne myſtical 
Theology , whercin ſo many worthy Religious haue proſperoully proceeded, We 
know t];c excercize of praver gocth by degrecs , and that according to Richardus de Rich. 1. 1:de con- 
Sntto V ictore , the firſt 15 thovght, the (ccond meditation , and the third contemplas tempr. C. 3. 
toy, Thought ordinariiy 1s 1nconſtaiit and indeterminate , meditation is confined 
ad limited tocertainc poir'ts, cort 'mplation flycth like an Eagle with more liberty, 
1nd picks VP (4s (aith Sy neſt ) the flowers ol 1ncreated light, to colour and illuminate Synes, in hymn: 
t-lelfe the more, "1 hough 15a lumplc 1n,prcſſion on things diuinc , mcdiration is a «v9 qw7os, 
more exact {carch into thc Maximes of our tarh ; bur contemptation 1s an immouca- 
ble aſpect of this firſt Verity , which tecdeth aad latiateth the toule with the ſweet- 
teſles of God. 

This contemplation alſo is diuidcd into diuers degrees, For there is one ordinary, Diuers degrees of 
which mak<cth vic of imagination and ot {cnhible tpecics drawne fromthe ſight of contemplation, 
obiects , though 1t ſubrilize and purity them by the help of the vnderſtanding, There 
8another termed imnieviate ard pertect , which goes dircctly tro God without any 
fixture of phantaſycs or ayd ot creatures ; but it it be much diſcharged trom al 
things create ,it is called darke contemplation , becaule the foule being 1 it wholy 
dazled, and (as it were ) Llinded with rayes of the diuine Eflence , trameth not to 
Meltc any {cn{ible id va of God , Lut beholdeth him by the way of negation , ban- 
aſking al repreſentations and reſſemblances of creatures, the more firmcly to adhere 
mto the 1unplicity oft the firſt Being. But it it procecd in a {uperiour manner, then it S. Ambroſius 1. z, 
mountcth ro the contemplation , termed the moſt eminent , which 1s the whole-liſter \* virginibus. = 
ofthe beatitycd vition , and the laſt Heaucn whereunto S. Pawle: was rapt, a ſphere I nfſnoncibus deninis 

. 6g "EO » © IP® corporens prregrind- 
wtally enfianied with ſcraphical loue , where the vic of ſcnſe and cxteriour mr affefus , &> vſus 
man ſeemcs quite annihilated , and the ſpirit tranſported to the incffable conucrſa- ite exrerroris hominis 
ton with the Diuinity, exoleſcir. 

Now we muſt obſerue ypon this diſcourſe whart the learned $, Thomas ſayd , that 5 71 :, 3. 
whitſt our life is ſhur vp in this mortal body , it's manner of actuating proceedcth by diſt, 53, ; 
imple and ordinary wayes , which conduct vs to the Creatour by contemplation of 
ceatures : and if any one ynderſtand ſpiritual things in this ſublime nakedneſle, 
which is diſcharged of images , it is an admirable way , and ſurpaſſcth al humanc 
tings, Firſt it is neceſſary to hauc a pious affection to matters diuinc , thence we paſle The ordinary mans 
omcditation from nicditation to ordinary contemplation , which1s attended by ad- ner of procceding 
mration , and admiration by a certaine ſpiritual alacrity , and this alacrity by a ccr- 2 things divine. 
anc tearc With reucrence , and fearc by tcrucnt charity dittuſcd into the excercize of 
fool workes, Thele arc the molt allurcd wayes to walke in ſpiritual lite. 

Bur thelc tran{cendent ſoules wil inthe beginning lift a man vp trom the carth , and 11lufions of this 
make a Scraphin of him from the firſt day of his apprentiſhip, 'To meditate wel is tranicendent de- 
otling cls but tomake a rcuiciv of our lelfe and actions , to adapt them to the com- 99t10n, 

_ mandcments 
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mandcments of God , and counſels of Teſs Chriſt, You muſt fly ferncraly ener t-/ 
the third heauen, and remaine their rapt, without knowledge whether one te on this 
ſide or that fide of the world, Burt alas ' how many timcs happeneth it thete Hagles 
deſcend from this falſe empyceal heauen to fijh ſome wretched frog 11 rhe marith af 
this inferioure carth 2 

After al theſe large Temples of prayers , gilded with fo goodly words,we ſec jp 
the ſanctuary a pourtrait of a rat, a ſoule faint and pubillanimons, {tut vp in (ig. 
louc , tycd to petty intereſts, imperioufly commanded by lo many tumultuous 34. 
ſions , which play their prize whilſt the ſpirit ſlumbers m this myſtical fleep , aud 
living death. . 

They wil in the beginning goe equal with the ſcraphical foules of Saints , why 
arriued at this purity of prayer by great mortifications , and moſt particular fauour 
from God. Bur they imicatc them ſo 11, that inſtcad of being ſured with great and ſv. 
lidvertues , they retayne nought but oſtentous formcs, and a vayne ſtrout of words, 

What importcth it a deuote, who cannot tcl how to gouerne her houle , to know 
the reryre, introucrſion , extroucrſion , ſimplification , darke praycr , myſtical ilcep, 
ſpiritual drunkenneſle , raſt, fire, quiet , the cloud of glory , and fo many other Kinds, 
which ſerue to deſguize deuotion? Know we not many {pirits of Fong women lopſe 
themſclues heercin , and ſeeking roo much to refine ancient piety , haue made it 
wholy to vapour out in ſmoke, tinding them(clues as voyd of humility, as they were 
puffed vp with preſumption : From thence often proceeds the curiolity of matters rz- 
uiſhing and extraordinary , to gaine to them(clucs the reputation of great ſpirirual 
perſons,and to ſooth them(clues with the opinion of a falſe ſanctity, When oneis 
once gayned by a falſe pretext of crrour , it is no hard matter to be periwaded al we 
thinke on is a viſion , al we ſay is a prophecy , and al we doe 1s a miracle. Theuil 
ſpirit finding ſoules drunke with this ſelfc-loue,hath playcd ſtrange prankes , which 
may be read in Epiphanius and Caffianns , and whercof it would be ancahic matter to 
produce many examples , were 1t not much betrcr to deplore then recount rhem, 
The word of God 8. This vanity not ſarisfyed to harbour inthe mind which kred it, extendcrhrothe 
altered in chayres, chayres of Preachers, where the curious and phanatical ſpirits of Auditours would, 
org I —_ 7 willingly hatch chymazras for ſuch as are yet but yong beginners 1n the myſtery, 
ers. | One wil haue that vſe be made of thoughts trankcendent and extraordinary ;and 

many times extrauagant,cntangled with a perplexity of periods, which leaue nothing 

but noyce in the care and arrogance in the mind : the other , who is moſt ignorant 

Rartles at this quaint Theology , and ſeckes to wreſt myſtcries , and dilioynt men's 

iudgements, thereby to draw ypon al ſorts of people diſcouries of the "Trinity and 

Incarnation , inuolucdin viſionary imaginations, and turned about on a counter-bat- 

tcry of affected antitheſes ; and if this be not as ordinary in al ſermons , as was the 

Delphick ſword, which heretofore ſerued for al purpolcs in ſacrifices , it is to be 

ignorant in the wayes of ſoules clect. The other delighterh in doctrines vnheard-of,in 

a vaſt recital of Authours , and forraigne tongues , as if he went about to exorcizedr- 

uels, andnotinſtruct Chriſtians ; ſome one boaſts to alleadge neyrher ſcriprure , Fa 

chers , norany paſſage whatſocuer , for f:are of marring the playts of his periods : he 

makes trophey to take al within his owne fancy , and to borrow nothing 'ot the An- 

Cients , as1if Bees who rob flowers in the garden to make honey of them , were not 

much Letter then ſpiders who-{pinne their wretched webs out of their owne ſub- 

ſtance, There are ot them who deſire ro bundle yp an endlefſe traine of fantaſtical 

conceptions , without Scripture or reaſon , who ſceme to tel wonders and rarities 

6 moſt rauiſhing , but if any man wil weigh them in an cqual ballance he ſhal find v+ 

Sapientie , «:9ue nities, onely bigge with noyce and wind. They who hauc the itch of care are deuc- 

fecundie +7 "g_ red to the beauty of language , and beſtirrethcm rather to take , then ſpeake in a ſcr- 

_ : mon, They adore di{courlcs repleniſhed with a youthful cloquence ,and dcucſtedo 
| wiſdome , hauing no ſincwes for ſupport , and lefle ſting to transfxe a hart, _ 

Good God , how knowing would Preachers be, did they vndcritand (as faith $ 

Pay!) how to ſpeake , both on God's part,b<tore God , and in leſus Chriſt , as being 


ſlut vp within the Word , before they bring torth a word 3 and Auditours jhould be 
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welinſtructed , if they al heard ( as ſayth $. Paulinns ) with the earc through which 


_ leſs Chriſt evereth. To preach God , hatred of vice, and loue of vertue, witha dil- 

"5 MI courſe firme and rational , and firſt of al to per{wade himfelfe what he wiſherh 

© others may practiſe; thisis the marke whereat al preaching thould ayme. We haue 

"S cauſe to prayſe God thar he hath rendred our Age very fruitful in men able and tut- 

2, cient in this kind , ro whom I bearc ſuch reſpect and whom 1 ſo much adnure , that 

1" WY 1ſecke not to cenſure them, It weretobe withed the yonger fort would rather frame 

we” themſ{clues by their cxamples,then to be ſurpriſed withan urchto pleaſe certayne earcs, 

Fu and ſo many vnioynted 1wudgements, 

and Al ſuch as iudge of Preachers onely lh the garb and extcriour ſhew, yſero deity 

heir vices ; and 1t is a note one doth not alwaycs pleaſe God when he ſeckes ouet- 

Yho much ro pleaſe thoſe who like nothing bur cxtrauagancies. Cave muſt bc had of Citty- 

"5 WY bruits and vulgar opinions , as the Eagle regarderh flyes. Light neuer bluſhed to be 

rn deſpiſed by reare-mice , and a prime ſpirit is not troubled at the finiſter tngements 

rds, which the ignorant make, ſo that helearne to caſt vp his reckoning with God, for 

WW WW whom he latourcth. Onyonis hinder the attraction ofthe adamant, and al theſe popu- 

= lar opinions doc nothing but diſturb a ſpirit on which they make impreſſion. 

oole = 

le it 

[: #& & #3 DE FUTT1Tax 

=_ ET vs disinuole what we may the dcuotion of Sacraments 5 
Ch ookes , and {ſermons from theſe ſophisticate formes , which 
Mays raruiſh the luſtre of it , and 1ctvs lcarne to ſecke it inthe pureſt | 
hich {ources and tounraines of our Sautour. ra 2 
_ True Demtion,if you deſire to know the condition of it, beareth the "© <cuonion. 1. 


. : : ; ; : RE rinth. 13. 
—\—_ K ſure liuveres which S. Paul gines to Charity : It is patient , it 1s not Gem 5 "or 

othe Wl offended with any thing n but that which renderh to the diſpleaſure of God 3 it diſceſteth al .\\« 81 pix yr nary, 

could WM «cerbiries twning them mto1t colonr and taſt ; it 1s ſweet and beniene ; it hath no emulation, Hermes. 


but for vertwes ; it doth nothing wnfitly ; it hath not any thing to doe with the puffings of va- 


.and I», nor ambitions which inuade worldy ſpirirs, t ſerkes not it's owne ends it 1 not moned with 
whing *W #1227 to ſee it-ſelfe deſpiſed , 1t thinkes no 11 , it reioycerh not at iniquity , but enlargeth it-ſelfe 
jorant dbeerfully in the truth , it ſuffereth al , it belicues al , it hopeth al , it endureth al. It is a deno- 
men's WY ti” 4lwayes royful , alwayes content , ener attine m it's duty , not prying through curioſity into 
y and others affaives. It hath thoughts innocent , an eye ſimple , hands cleane , litle noyce , and much 
c-bat- © þ1#7. A Denotion which complaynerh of none , is troubled at nothing , which ſpeakes litle, and 
72s the IN db 1uch , which hath more good effects , then fleight complements , more ſilence then eloquence, 
: to be © marc buniliry in the interiowr, then oftent in the exterionr , which flyeth on al the a&tions of life 
J-of,in © © 4 Bee on flowers , and connerterh them al into honey. Oh what 4 Trea ſure of peace , what 4 
-ize di- I freaſure of lou , what 4 treaſure of glory is this denation! 
re, Fa There necds but one great word to cxpreſle great things. Diſquiet not your ſclfe 
Is : he vpcn the multitude of precepts and books , ro know how you may arriue to this 
he An-T© eccl!cnt vertue , which ſoweth the ſceds of perfection in the hart, The firſt {tep you 
cre not © mult? make towards it is the knowledge of the wil of God. Know what he would 
ne ſub-JÞ have cf you , what you of him, in what manner he expecterh it, and what deſire you 
taſtical Þ hauc to pleaſc him. 

rarities 


That man offendeth in ſeruing , who vnderſtands not how he ſhould ſerue, 


and v+] and it is cuer a mayne part of obedicnce to learne how you muſt obey, There are na 09; © _ 

e deuc-f}] ings forbidden and things commanded , ſome permitted , others aduiſed. God an Ani 4 

ina ſer-Yfori.ids the euil , commandeth the good , permits the indifferent , aduiſcth the rrandlated by a 

ic{ted ol perte cr, great perſonage of 
Whoputshimſelfe in a way of deuotion , puts himſelfe ina way of perfe&tion : but this Age, 

ſaith $. Who ityeth abouc nature,ought not for al that to deſtroy the law of nature. To lay one 

as beingÞ's deuour , and fayles in the dutics of common charity , which commandcth vs to 
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doe to our nezghbour , what we would haue done to our {clucs, is to haue faire titles 
and-tceble actions. 

"That man is not exernpt from the Jaw who would doe aboue tic Javy , and there 
is not any more obliged to auoyd things not permitted , then he who for the loue of 
God denycth himſelfe ſuch as are permitted, Dcuotion 13 not practited to excuſe 
{1nnes , but to perfect vertues. 

A foule truely deuour hath three aſpects , which replenith the whole capacity of 
the dutics itprofeſicth ; one vpon God , another on it-{elte , the third vpon a neigh- 
bour. It ſcrucs God in common picty , and aboue common picty : that applycth it 
to al the ordinary actions of our ChriſtianicÞ, and the other diſpotcth 1t intoa more 
ſublime commerce then the common, yet contemnes not the cominon. It hath it's 
retirement, it's praycrs , it's meditations, guidedand digeſted , not tor ſatisfaction 
of w1l, buredification. It kcepes al the ſenſes wel gouerned in great cquallity , the 
tongue vnder the rule of diſcrction , the hart in a ſecure peace , and towards a neigh- 
bour carycth honcy inthe mouth , charity inthe hands, and cxample in al it's actions, 
Which mak<eit liuc in al the antipaſtes of Paradice. 

Non eft cenſus ſuper As there 1s no corporal riches comparable to health, ſo there is not any ſpiritual 
cen/um ſaluis corpe- Wealth in the world , that comes. necre the alacrity which God diſtilleth into a 
ris , non eſt obleia= art truely and ſolidly deuour , freely vnloſencd trom earth to Le reſigned to 
a Wrirk rm heauen, 
gavdium, Ecclel. 30." oyle of conſolarions ( ſayd Hugo) drycthvpin worldly veſſels, butas for the 
Renuit conſolari ani- conſolation and ioy which is drawne from deuotion , it is ſo exubcrant tha 
ma mea, memor fui FNCIC is no veſſel heer telow able wel to contayne it. It is neceſſary rhe hart breake 
Dei, & del-Earus 1Nto (ighes ,and diſſoluc into deſires for the preſence of God. I cal your conſciencey 
Jum, & exerntatws ( go devout foules) to witneſſe, that I were eloquent if I could make to paſſe through 
4 +: tg —_ " ; My pen what you tecle in your harts. I affirme that if there be any lite 3a the worid 
oy which is able tro nouriſh arid foment the ioy whereot I ſpeake, it is the Chriſtian 
lite holily and purely led according to the rules ot the Word of God, and I bor- 
Tertull, de ſpeQa- row the proofs of whit 1 ſay from the great wit Terrmlian, who in the Looke he 
' cults, compolcd of games and ſportiue entertainmcnts ſheweth by liucly and vrgent rea- 
Hec ſpettacule ſan- ( , there is no game nor recrcation in al the world can be compared to the foule 
Fa , pripetnx , gra- E 2 Chili. ." | i The "A" Oe ; 
rmte. Quid in: un Or a Chriſtian, wholc conſcience is a portatiue I Icatcr , Where incellantly are pre 
dius quam Dei pa- Icntcd many admirable ſhewes, Al which 1s powerful and encrgetical to gald a 
eris , & Domini re- wel compoſed foule , and to entertayne it in eternal delights , is eminently found 
conciliasio , quam ve- jn the excrciſcs of piety. If the chicfe ſource of peace , and atacrity Le to be throughly 
« = aneegþ kts reconciled to God, is ir not in this Angclical denorion , is it not in picty that an 
——— 08 it entire reconciliation is made with our Maiſter , that the ſtole , the ring , and ſhoes 
num venia? ec, of hyacinth are put on to walke inthe pathes of his commandments 2 It there be 
nothing fo maicſtical , ſo delicious , fo plcalting , as the contemplation of truth, 
whcreon our ſoule liveth as the eye on colours , the Bce on dew , and the Pharnix 
(as it is ſayd ) on the thinneſt vapours of the ayre z is it not heer , where after ſo many 
crrours , {o many phanralics , fo many illuſions , which turmoyled our minds in 
the diſturbances of the world , we enioy in purity and plenitude rhe contidera- 
tion of the moſt noble Maximes of ſpiritual life 2 If it be a {ſweet and {cnlible 
repoſe , hauing obtayned remiſſion of tinnes of the lite paſt , to returne into the 
peaceful harbour of a good conſcience 3- is not heer the rock where fo many 
waucs arc broken , where ſo many litle currcs which ceaſe not to Earke in the 
bottome of a troubled conſcience are appcaſcd , and where the foule becoines 4 
calme ſea beautifyed and curled. with the raycs of an enamourcd and {ſmiling Sun? 
Finally if there be no greater pleaſure in the world then to defpice temporal plea- 
ſurcs,and to trample vuder-foote the vanityes which Monarchs themlclucs hauc Ict 
ouer their heads ; where are they deſpiſcd but in this {choole of vertuc, where mor- 
tihcation of paſſions 1s learned , ws the excrcize of goodly and hcroike actions, 


which giuc the loule an antipaſt of heaucn in this mortal lite , and an crtrat- 
chitcment from tcare of death ? How can a dcuout ſfoulc which lucs amongſt 
{0 
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ſomany helps , ſo many remedies , ſo many comforts giue the leaſt aduantage to one 
black and cloudy thought of the world 2 What can we find out able to contriſtate 
vs amongſt ſuch ſuccours and lightes 2 O a thouſand times happy ſoule, which ha- 
wing chaled = al theſe illuſions of vanity , bcholdeſt with a cleare ſerene eye the 
eucr ro be adored rayes of this verity ! 
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OF SOLID DEFUTIASCTCE 


#\k, OLID dcuotions reſſemble thoſe rivers which runne vnder the 
- t earth ; they ſtcale from the cycs of the world to {ceke for the eycs of 

; Ged , they ſtudy ſolitudes and retirements , they are wholly ſhut vp 
Jy within themſclucs , and ir often happens that thoſe of whom we 
ſecake leaſt on earth , are the beſt knowne in heauen, 

I verily thinke among al the great examples which may be produced of piety in 
Courts , there wil not any one be found more lincere , Or more ſtrong ,then that of 
$. Lewis , as it appeareth Ly al the acts ot his lite , namely that which was written by 
his Confeſſour. It is an eaſy matter toiudge his was a moſt holy lite, becauſe the moſt 
dilintcreſſed , he hauing no other ayme bur to diſſolue his perſon , his Kingdome, 
his witc , and children 1ntothe wilot God , to make the world no longer to be ought 
es but a 'Femple of the Diuinity. 

Thc diuine Prouidence drew him out of his Kingdome with an Abraham's faith, 
gave hin1 2morg ſo many lands and ſeas the condudt of a Moyſes , and to ſer a ſeal on 
him of al his grearnefſe , cauſed him to end his life with the patience of Job, We find 
many Princes who embraced piety , one after one faſhion , another after another, 
and who haue coucrcd great vices with great vertues ; but it 1s a very hatd matter 
to find one cyther more yniuerfal in al actions of vertue , or more free from blame in 
the peint of innocency , then our $. Lewss, Daxid owes al he 1s more to pennance 


$. Lewis the true 
Table of the moſt 
Solid dcuotion, 


then ro innocency. Conflantine the great before he was a Chriſtian , ſaw himſfelfe 


noſt vohappily ſtayned with the bloud of his allyes. Theodoſius the elder was en- 
famed with chojler , which colt many people of Theſſalonics their liues. Arcadins 
perſecuted F, Chryſgftome at the ſollicitation of the Empereſſe his wife , Honorins 
his brother , who was very pious and innocent , had nothing warlike in him, 
and eucr better knew what the white cock named Roma did , in whom he tooke 
pleaſure , then the capital Citty of the world , whereof he was Emperour, Thes- 
tſius the yonger entertayned louc or hatred according as his Eunuches and wo- 
men dictated. 

Beliſcerius , one of the braueſt Captaines which the earth euer bare , hada very 
<:2mendable ſoldier-like picty ; but did al atthe wil of Theodora the Empreſle, obſer- 
ving her paſſions cuen to the taking the Pope and putting him into priſon by her 
cymand. Narſes who ſucceded him did wonders , and ſubdued 71orils the moſt 
Viorous King which cucr raigned among the Gothes , he was vety deyour to the 
bed Virgin, to whomhe artriLutcd al his victories , but withal ſo inſolent , that 
ti. rcnged for a word of difdayne , which his Miſtreſſe the Empereſle of Conſtan- 
3, le{oake ,he gave 1raly oucr as a prey to the Lombayds, 

F:rally to conclude this relation, ard to ſpeake of that which more neerly con- 
cerncth ys , Charlemaigue was the greateſt Emperour of the world in matter of reli- 
gton , valou; , policy , liberality, (weernefle, and affability ; but the loue of women, 
though expiatcd by ſharp penance , ſet Liemiſhes on this Sun , which the memory of 

K 0 I 2 cnſuing 
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enſuing Ages , hath much adoe to waſh off, Ir is a ſtrange thing that God chaſiic, 
the linncs of the father in his owne daughters , who had very litle care of ther honour 
through too free an education, and indulgence of the E-mperour , who tparcd th Pu- 
niſhmenct of his owne 1inncs in another, 

There hath not been almoſt in al the Monarchics but one S. Lew;s , who wos { 
liketovertuc, thar if it vpon one {1de appearcd incarnate to morral eyes, and on the 
other ſhewed this great King , there would hauc been much adoc to know which 
werethe coppy , and which the principal, He had three things very recommendablcin 
him, religious wiſdom in the brighteſt luſtre of the world , humility planted eyen 
vpon the rubics and diamonds of the royal crowne , courage and valour inuincible, 
in a deuotion incomparable, | 

Who would (ce a manifeſt token of his wiſdome , let him behold how his ſpirit w 
the greateſt concuſlions of worldly accidents ſtood cucr in the ſame polture, withour 
any whit forgoing the ordinary excrcize of his picty. One ſole action of his lite, which 
was his taking in Fgypt , made whar I ſay wel to appeare, This good King hauing 
loſt a great battel , which ruinedal his affaires , ſaw the wide fields coucred with the 
bodyes of his ſeruants , and Nzus ouerflowing with the blond of his French, himſeife 
ſurprized and raken by his enemies , and lcd intothe Swran's Tent among clamours, 
Out=CryCcs, infernal countenances of Sarazins, and al the images of death,able toouce- 
whelmea ſoule of the ſtrongeſt temper : notwithſtanding though his hart were ſtee- 
pedas a ſponge un a {ca of dolours and compaſſion ; cuer making vie of reaſon, he 
entredinto the Barb@riens pauillon , not at al changing colour , and as it he had retur- 


ned from his walkein the garden of his pallace , the asked his pages for his booke of - 


prayers , and taking it diſpoſed himſelte to pay the viualtribure of his oraiſons ina 
profound tranquility of mind ; which I conceiueto be very rarc , fince there necdeth 
oftentimes , butthe Joſſe of arifle , to ſtay deuotion which is nor yet arriucd tothe 
point of ſolidiry. | 
But if youthcrein ſocke fora perfect humility conſider what paſſed inthe Councd 
of Lyens , and fee how he labourcd to depoſe the Emperour Friderick the ſecond, 
who wasrwntd in reputation inthe opinion of almolt al the world, Other Princes 
who hauc notalwaycs their bands fo innocent, but that they readily znuaderhe goods 
of others , when ſame religious pretext is oftred chem , would haue been very ambi- 
tiGus to becnſtalled in his place whom they meent to difpoile ; bu: theymuerſal can- 
{:nt of great men iudged this rhrone could not be worthily ſupplicd, but by this gre 
King : yethe notwithſtanding declinedir, as a wiſe Pilot would a rock , and thought 
bctter to chooſe the extremity of al cuils of the world among $4raz#ns , thento mount 
tothe Empire by ſuch wayes. Vo 
But that which 15 moſt conJiderable in the matter we handle, may beobleruedin 
his valour , ncuer weakned by his great deuorion : for he was one of the moſt cou- 
ragious Princcs inacold temperature and with rcaſon , that ws then vnder heauen. 
It was courage which taking him from the ſweet tranquility of a lite wholly rcli- 
10us , cauſcd him to leaue a Kingdome repleniſhed with peace ,contentment , and 
lights, to goeto a land of Sarazyms , and le in al incommoditics imaginable to na- 
ture. It was courage which cauſed him ſo many times to expolc his royal and va- 
liant perſon , not onely tothe toyles of a deſperate voyage , but to the ſtrokes alſo 
of moſt hazardous batcels : witneſſe , when at his arriual in Agypr , the coaſt being 
al beſet with Sarazans very reſolute to hinder the paſſage of his thip , he threw him- 
{elfe firſt of al from the ſhore into the water , where he was plunged vp to the thoul- 
ders , with his target about his neck. and ſword in hand , as a true ſpectacle of mag- 
Nanimity To al his army , whichencguraged by the example came tothe land , as 
the King had commanded, The Greatneile of the Sun is mealured by &ſmal thadow 
on the carth, and there many rimes needeth but very fevs words to illuſtrate a great 
vertue. 
So many excellent pennes haue written vpon his brauc acts, and made them fo 
wel knowne to al the world , that it were to bring light into day , to goe about to 
mmcntion them, | ic 
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If ſome ſay he is to be as a patterne for Kings and Lords; Ladyes who ſliculd ma- Divers Ladyes ex- 
nure deuotion as an inheritance for their ſexc, {hal never want great lights , and ccllentin piety, 


worthy inſtructions , it they wil contider thoſe who being more ncer to our Age 
ſhould make the more impreſſion vpon their manners. 


If we ſpcake of the endeauour ot prayer , looke vpon Barbe Zopoly Queen of Po- See the R. Father 
Hilarion of Coſta, 


lni« , who continuing gayes and nights in praycr al couered oucr with tack-cloth, 
affixed good {ucceſle ro the ſtandards of the King her huſband, and for him gayned 
bartels. Wy | ; 

If account be made of the chaſtity of maydens , and ſequeſtration from worldly 
conucr{ation , reflect on Beatrix du Boss, who being one of the moſt beautiful creatures 
of her time,and ſecing the innocent fiames of her cyes roo ealily enkirdled Joue in the 
harrs of thoſe who had acceſle to her , put her {elfe vpon lo rough a pennance for 
others tinne , that ſhc was tourty yearcs without being {cen , or to haue ſeen any man 


intþe tace; 


If you ſpeake of modeſty, let wanton Courticrsbchold Antonierta de Bourbon wife of 
Cland'us (ii{t Duke of Onize, who after thc death of her huſband was clothed in lcrge, 
& weut continually amongſt the poore with her waiting women , toteach them the 
practile of aimes. | 

If charity ke magnifycd toward perſons neceſlitous, caſt your eye ypon Anne of 
Anſtria Queen of Poland, who accuſtoming to lerue twelue poore people euery mun- 
day,the vcry ſame day ſhe yealded her foule vpto God, when ſhe had fcarcely to much 
left as a ;itic breath on her lips , asked the might once more wayte on the poore at din- 
rer,a1:d that death might cloſe her eyes when ſhe opened her hands to charity. 

it the in{lruction ot children be much eſteemed , fixe your thoughs vpon Anne of 
Hmgary , mother of cleauen daughtcrs , and admire her in the midit of. her lite 
company , as the old hen-Nightingale , gtuing tunes and proportions of the har- 
mony of al vertues , and fo breedivg thele yorg creatures that they al proſpered wel 
with exccllent ard worthy parts, 

It you delight inthe goucrnment of a family , which is one of the chicfeſt prayſes 
of marryed women, take direction from Margeret Dutcheſle of Alengon , who gouer- 
ned the whole family with ſo much wiſdome, that order, which is the beauty of the 
world, found thereal it's meaſures, & that it the domeſtike ſeruants of other Lords & 
Ladycs be knowne by their liucrics, ſhe cauſed hers to be knowne by their modeſty. | 
|. If you delire auſterities, looke with reuerence on the hayre-cloth and naylcs of 
Charlotte de Bourbon , the Kings great grandmother ; and behold with admiration 
Frances de Batarnay , who during a widowhood of threeſcore yearcs, was twenty 
of them without cucr comming into bed. 

If you prayſe chaſt widowes, who can paſſe without an Elogy Elizabeth widow 
of Charles the ninth , whoina flouriſhing youth , being much courted by al the great 
Monarchs of the world , an{wered that hauing been the widdow of a Charles of Fran- 
c, the had concludcd al worldly magnificencies , and that nothing more remayned 
for hcr , but to hauc Jeſus Chriſt for a ſpouſe. And verily ſhe ſpent the reſt of her 
won in a conucr{ation wholly Angelical amongſt religious women , whom ſhe had 

ounded, 

If conſtancy in the death of kindred haue place , let the leſſon be harknedynto, 
Which Magdalen witc of Gaſton de Foix gaue, who hauing ſcenthe dearh of a huſband, 
whom the loucd aboue al the world , and afterward of an onely ſonne remaynin 'S the 
total ſupport of her houſe , made her courage to be as much admired among the dead, 
as her loue was eſteemed among the liuing. 

And what ſtile would nor be tyred in fo great a multitude of holy and ſolid de- 
uotions, and who can but thinke the choyce becommeth hard by aboundance? valeſſe 
we wil tay , ſuchas hauc been the moſt perſecuted , were the moſt eminent. Where 
It ſeemes jt is an act of the Dinine proutdence to haue many times giuen to vicious 


and ta!thlefſe huſbands, the beſt wiues in the world , as Mariamne to Herod, Serena tO Good wiues of ba 
Diecletian , Conſtantia to Licinius , Helena to Inlian the Apoſtata , Irene to Conſtantinus husbands, 


Copronymus , 1 heodora to the Emperour Theophilus, Theodelinda to V thar , Thira to Gor- 
| I 3 mondus 
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_ mondas King of Denmarke , Charlotte dq\ Albrer to Ceſar Borgia , Catherine to Henry of 
Enel.md. This Lady was infinitely prous , yea beyond limit, It is good to be devour 
1n mariage , and not to forget ſhe 15 a marryed wite , much way mult be giuen ro 
the humours of a huſband , much to the care of children and family, and {omerimeg 
to looſe God at the Altar to hind himin houthold cares, 

But this Queen onely attended the affaires of heaucn , and had already fo lite i 
her of earth, that ſhe thewed in al her deportments to be made for anorher marnes 
of crowne then that of Great Byrrrazne. She tor the moſt part thut her leltc vp in the 
monaſteries of Virgins, and rofe at midnght to be prefer at Matins, She was cioa- 
thed from! five of the clock , not decked like a Queen; but contented with a frmple ha. 
bit, ſaying the beſt time ſhould ke alloyed to rhe ſoule , tince tr is the betrer part of 
our ſclues, When the had the poore habit of $, Francis ynder her garments , which 
fhe commonly ware , ſhe reputed her-ſelfe braue enough, The Fridayes and fatur- 
dayes were euer dedicated by her to abſtinence : but thg cues of our ladye's Feaſis the 
faſted withbread & waretr, the faylcd notto confellc on wedneſdayes & trydayes,, & 
in a time when Communions were very feldeme, ſhe had recourle thereurto eucry 
ſunday. tn the forc-noone ſhe continued {ixe howers in prayer 3 after diner fhe read 
two whole howers the lincs of Sainrs,and ſpeedily returued to Church, from whence 
{ſhe departed nor til night drauc her thence. "This was to cate honey and manna in 
aboundance, in a condition which had too ſtrong tyes tor the earth , to. be 1o timely 
an inhal-itanr of heguen. 

Whilſt ſhe lead this Angelical life, her huſband, yong and boyling , onerflowedin 
al ſorts of riot, and intheend came to this extremity , as to trample al lawes both di- 
uine and humane ynder-foot , to repudiate his lawful wife, whobrought him children 
to ſerue as pledges of marriage , and wed Anne of Bollen. 

Since this Joue , which made as it were but one tornbe of two parts of the world, 
neuer have we ſeen any more dreadtul. The poote Princeſſe , who was lookedon 
al Chriſtendome as a perfc&t model of al vcrtuc , was drincn out of her pallaceand 
bed, amidſt the rearcs an@lamentations of al honeſt men , and went to Kimbalres, a 
placc incomodions,& vahecalthy , whilſt anorher tooke poſſc{ſion, both of che hart 
and iceprer of the King. So thathcer we may kchold vertue afflicted , and a deuation 
foconſtanrt, that the ruines cf fortune , which made alrhe world tremble , were vna- 
ble to ſhake it. She remayncd in her {olitude with three wayting women, and toure 
or hue {cruants , a thouſand times more content then had the liucd jn the higheſt 
glory of worldly honour , and hauing no teares to bewayle her lelte , ſhe lamented 


the nufcries ſhe left behind her. T herc 1s yet alctter left, which the wrot to her huſbad - 


2 litle before her death , plainly thewing the mild temper of her hart , and the force 
of denorion , which makes the moſt cnflamed injuries to be forgotten , to procute 
conformity to the King of the afflicted , who is the mirrour of patience, as he isthe 
reward of al ſufferers. : 

My Kang , and deareſt ſpouſe , Inſomuch as already the hower of my death aproacheth, 
the louc and affettion I beare you cauſeth me to coniute you to haue 4 care of the eternd 
ſaluation of your ſoule , which you ought to preferre before mortal things , or al world 
ble/Simgs. It ts for thus immortal ſpirit you muſt neglett the care of your body , for the 
loue of which you haue rhrowne me beadlong into many calamities , and your owne ſelfe 
anto infor diſturbances. But I forgiue you with al my hart , humbly beſeechins Al- 
mighty God , he wil im heaucn confirme the pardon , I on earth giue you, 1 recommend vito 
Yor our moſt deare Mary , your daughter and mine , praying you to be a better Father th 
her , then ym haue beene a husband to me. Remember alſo the three poore mayds , compa- 
mons of my retirement , as likewiſe al the veſt of my ſeruants , gining them 4 whole 
geare's wages beſides what is due , that ſo they may be 4 litle recompenced for the good 
ſernice they haue- done me , proteſting vnto you in the concluſion of this my letter and life, 
that my eyes lone you , and deſire to ſee you , more then any thing mortal. 

Henry the eyght; notwithſtanding his violence , read this letter with tearcs in his 
eycs,and hauing diipached a Gentleman to viſit her , he found death had already delt- 
ucred her trom captiuity, | 
X.:MAXIME. 
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nce THE PROPHANE COVRT. THE HOLY COVRT. 
2 1 4} 

Euery wvnierſlanding man 3 Thar proper intereſt is a 
dia NN chou/d doe al for himſelfe , as if # tyranvy tramed agaivlt rhe 
he were his owne God , and ; Divinity,and thata man who 


: 
feeme no Ghoſpel more ſacred 5 is the God of himſelfe is a di- 
then his proper imereſt. 3 uelcothereſt of the world. 


H1s Maxime of the prophane Court is the ſource of al 
cui}, the very plague of humane life , and one may ſay it 
is thc Troian horſe, which bearcth fire and ſword, {accage 
and rapine in ir's entrayles, From thence proceed ambi- 1 ;; foyaltienthar 
tion, rebellion, ſacriledze, rapine, concuſſion , inzratitude , trea- ſpring from this 
chery, and in a word al that which s horrid in nature. Maxime. 
Selfe-louc , which ſhould be conteyned within the li- 
mits of an honeſt preſeruation of ones ſelfe, flyeth our as a 
* river from his channel , and with a- furious inundation 
coucreth al the land , it ouerthrowes al duty, and decep- 
tencheth al reſpe& of honeſty, Men who haue renounced piety ,it they peraduen- 
ure ſee themſelues to be ſtrong and ſupported with worldly enablements, acknow- 
eth, kdge no other Gods but themſclues. hey imagine the 1prer of Pocts was made as 
rn4 they : they create litle Sultans, and there 1s not any thing from whence they deriue 
idly Fortribute, to make their umaginary greatneſle cncreaſe, When this blindnefſe hap- 
the encth in perſons very eminent , it 1s moſt pernicious; for then 1s the time when not 
"ak awed by the feare of a God Omnipotent, they turne the world vplide downe, 
Al- } o fatisfy miſcrable ambition. And ſuch Princes there haue been , who haue rather 
vuſo. If profuſely loſt the lives of thirty thouſand ſubiects , then ſuffred {ſo much land to be A 
y th Wlurped vpon them, as were needful for their tomb. 
0p 4- Others , whom birth hath not made Ceſars , exrend their petty power what they p+a&iſe of world: 
hole I may. They obſerue men , ſound their meanes, their abilitics , their capacities , their ly aven. : 
ove | Wits, and diſpoſitions, 'They accommodate al to their owne pretentions , they pul a 
ife, | feather trom one, a wing from another; they flatter , promiſe, charme , and deicend 
even to flaucry, to mount vp to the honours they ayme at, no more afterward regar- 
his | ding their fortune who holpe them, then a nightly dreame. | 
lelt- The world is replenitied with vngratcfut, and bartarous ſoules , Who cannot (o Ingratitude, 
much as endure the tight of thoſe, who formerly ſpent themſclues 1n their leruice, 
LE | k 4 thinking 
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ehinkirg their preſence a reproach of their crime ; and there are ſuch to ke foung, al 
who wil make no {cruple ro {acrifice the bloud of their beſt ſeruants at the Altar of v 
Kingdome of par- their Fortune. Other , who cannot reach to the height of worldly ambition, bend G 
ticular intereſt, themſchucs wirhal their ſtrength ro money , whereot they make a Deity , and run ſe 
with tul ſpecd to the gaintul hopes of houlcs. For this freinds diſfolue the moſt ta. ril 
ble amitics ; tor rhis allyes teare one another,familics diuide, Cittics & houſes burne: 
and when 1 more ncerly confider it, I find it is a blefſing trom Gol, that women doe to 
: not often bring torth ewinnes, for they would perpetually contend in this world yea (+ 
in their Mother's bellies , who ſhould haue the molt land , eucn betore they enioyed w 
ayre to breath in, Ot ſo many noble {ciences ma ured by our Anceltours , there al. ſu} 
moſt remaines nothing for vs , but wretched images, There is an indultry eſteemed ret 
in the world aboue al other called the ſfſezghr of hand , which ſhewes how to draw al ue! 
+ » » + _ « . » toones (clfe, tobe cnriched with the (poyles ot others, and to deuoure many litle ſcr- hat 
opi5, tl Py OXY? 0 - . . / 
gui Pewkcav & yeruce- PENS tO become a huge dragon, as {aith the Grecke [cntence, Now ob{crue heer three lil 
T1. principal points , which conclude the peruerſneſſe of this Maxime,the tirſt whereof ig tin 
Reaſons againſt tyranny, the ſecond facriledge , and the third diſaſter. 
this Maxime , and Firſt itis a manitcſt thing,that tyranny which inuadcth the ſtate and 1uri{diction En 
rſt iv tyravny. of the liuing God is moſt impious and audacious : yet the ſect which makes pro- you 
tcfſion now-adayes to ſerue God with exteriour ceremonies, and proper intereſts in WW wh 
che intcriour of the hart, tyrannicaliy v{urpeth a right vpon the cternal power of the ll (lt 
Soucraigne Maiſter, vhich is ro reflect vpon ones {cife in ai things as his end and ſou- ] 


ucraigne good, From whence you may very wel conclude , his vndertakings cannot ca) } 

bc bur tyrannical. Yet moreto enlighten our thoughts, & ſtrengthen reaſon , know WY nou 

there is an axiome of Diuinity, that God as he can Know nothing beyond himſelfe; I prel 

loue nothing bur in himſclfe ; ſo he doth nothing but for himlelfe, For in doing II riou 

for himſclfc, hc doch al for vs, fince we haue not any thing which tendeth not to I mix 

himas to the {cope thereof, which ſubliſterh not in him as on it's balis , which re- I file, 

poſcthnor in him as in it's ceriter, So dorh S. 1 homas vnderſtand that notable word WM incx 

of 1rilmegiſtus, /niry herb produced vnity,thar is to lay, God onely, ſouucraigne,and I ginn 

abſolutecrcated one world , not many, 4nd thence reflected his feruour vpor bimſelfe, 1 

making al for his loue, and glory. Whercin he ceaſctl; not to oblige vs,fince we haue I tory 

ncither Jouc,grace, glory , greatnefle , or contentment , which cometh nor trom him, guii 

I find the imeerpretation of this paſſage much more rea{onable then theirs, who made I facri 

Dlercary more $Kiltul in the Trinity then al the Prophets : which 1s confirmed by the I or {i 

Authour of the Agyptian Duuiniry, who 1n the hit Book hit chapter hath an excel- I whe 

«Agens primum pro- lene Maxime : The firſt Agent aGerh not for any end, haning nothing more noble then bin © 1a 
peer finem on 2git; [ef for which he can a7, Chu 
CE nat acti It is not ſo with man! For if he wil wel rectify his actions, he muſt act for an end, I whe 
ave. and for the Souueraigne End , which as faith the worthy Boertus in the firſt Booke of F we » 
Quod non eft ex bec, the I rinity, is not compoſed of This, or Thar; butis fGimply what it 1s , without any F mak 
fed eanzum eſt hoc, Acyendence : and purſuing this end , it is necelſary he proportion the meanes to the F One 
a vereeſt id, quod 1 he ayncth ar; for from thence reſulteth that which we cal good election, which } bold 
Boer. 1. r. de Trin, 25 4 {cicnce the molt rare and neceſſary of the whole world. Now this wretched | toth 
maxime ouerthrowes order ſo diuinely eſtabliſhed , and mortifyeth what it may 1n A 

the mind of man the conſideration of the dependance he hath on God. It wilenioy }} Gip; 

that ir ought to vic,neuer to enioy the Dininiry, It diucrceth al creatures from the I ted a 

marke to which diuine prouidence directeth them , and drawes them from the vie Iþ icct « 

agrecd vypon in hcauen;to appropriate them on carth tothe preiudice of the Creatour, there 

Al which is molt excellent 18 creatures , is not for creatures who poſſeſſe it. Lights F gion 

1nche S$yn,bur not ior the Sun ; waters are inthe Ocean, but not for the Occan. God } money 

who gies brightncfle to the one , and riuers to the other , would that both rend trendy 

the commodity of men, thercby to paſſe on tothe glory of the Soucraigne Being. I ceate 

The Creatour { {ayd aa Ancient ) made al the moit noble creatures tor to gue F i5lik 

chemiclues, ſo much hath he baniſhed worldly auarice. Kingdomes are not {o much Þ ces, {] 

for Kings, as Kings tor K1ngdomes ; for they are made to doc them good , and to becar 


prclcruc them, asthe goods of God himſelte, So ſoone as one is borne with faite F texjn 
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and worthy parts, he is borne for the publike, and he who would retayne to himſelte 
whar proutdence gaue in common,commits @ facriledge in the great Temple of the 
God of nature : it he perpetually reflect on himlclte inal things, and draw al to him- 
ſelfe, as if al were made tor him, he oppoſeth his Iudge, and makes himſclte a cor- 
rival ro Souucraigne Maieliy. : 

Betides ponder heer the greatneſle of this firlt Being which is innaded, the Letter 
to vnderſtand the violence of this tyranny, To whom would you compare God? 


(Sayrh the irophet E ſay.) God, who oralpeth the vaſt extent of (cas in his fiſt : God > Qui *ppendie ivibus 


who weigheth Heaucu with al it's globes in the hollow palme of his hand:God, who aiguis molt terre, && - 


ſupporteth the heauy maſſe of catth with three hngers of his power : God, who pey- libr. ut in pondere 
teth mountaincs in his ballance : God,bcfore whom the world with al the huge di- 79%, & coles in 
erfiry of ir's Nations is no more then a drop of dew, or the cock of a ballance 1n the f ras. _ 

hand of a gold-{mith : God , before whom al Monarchies are but duſt,and men bur - 

lilly graſſe-hoppers. Were al mountaynes like to Lybanxs on hre,and turned into vic- 

times for his {acrifices,it would be nothing in reſpect of his Maicſty. | 

Since then,you litle worldling , you politike ſpirit, wil {ide againſt God,diuide his 
Empire, ray{c an Aitar againſt his , prcterring your cnds to his pretudice , what doe . 
you cal it if not tyranny, lince it is to enterprize vponthe goods of your Soucraigne 
who hath not any thing indi(penſable from his lawes , no not fo much as nothii'g it 
{cltc? 

Nay if you afforded God ſome honourable aſſociation (though that were tyranni- 2. Reaſon, 
cal) it would ke more tollcralle; but you allow him a wicked petty intcrelt of ho- * by a gre - ſacri- 
nour, of gayne,tor companion, which you plant in your hart,as on an Altar and daily _ icy = = _s 
preſent it che beſt part of the ſacrifice. Ir is to iniury a ſuperiour to compare an infc- intereſt. in 
rour with him. It is ſaydrthe vcry feathers of the Eagle are ſo imperious they wilnot Feathers of the 
mixc with the plumage of other tirds, it they doe, they conſume them as with a du} Eagle imperious, 
fle, And thinke you to mingle God who is an incomparable wiſdome , a riches Plin. I, 1. cap. 3. 
incxhauſiibie , a purity infirir, with fecble pretentions , which haue frenzy for be» 
pinning, miſcry tor inheritance , and impurity tor ornament? 

The moſt Larbarous Tyrants,as the Mezentiuses, tound out no greater cruelty then 
tryc a dzad with a liuing body; and you taſten thoughts of the world,dead,and lan- 
guiting , with God who is nothing bur lite. "This 1s nor a {imple tyranny , bur a 
acriledge. The ciuil law ſayth , you muſt not appropriate to your {elfe ſacred gold Xoussy 3 K2/VeOV @- 
r {il 1cr, nor transterre to prophane vſes, what hath been dedicated to God; the like y:i=0dty pwnd as oge- 
whercof is expreſſed in lawes eccleſiaſtical. According to which axiomes S, Auguſti- mo to a 
wiayd ro Licentius, if you had found a goldenchaliice, you would giuc itto the > ——— 
Church.God hath granted you a ſpirit of gold,and I may likewiſe lay a hart of gold, Aueuſtin, ad Li- 
when he waſhed and regenerated you by the waters of baptiſme : and now fo tarre centium, 
we you from rendring ro your Soucraigne Maiſter what is due to him , that you 
make v(c of that hart as of a veſlel of abhomination to ſacrifice your ſelte to diuels, 

One ſacrificcth to loue, another to reuenge,a third ro worldly vanity, As for you, be- Ofe. x. 
bold you arc alrogether vpon particular cnds , which take al the victimes from God, Yidimes declinaſiis 
tothrow them iuto the gulph of auarice, in profundum. 

A man who hath concciued this Maxime in his brayne , that his affaires muſt be ,,,, fFenſoonis 
Gipatchcd at what rate ſocucr , hath nothing of God bur for ceremony; he hath crea- gf ,urum ſacrife- 
td a Temple toa litle diuel of filuer , who fits in the middle of his hart. It is the ob- camimm. 

«t of al his thoughts , the bayte of al his hopes, and ſcope of his contentments.: Bccli. 31, 17- 

there is his Tabernacle , his Oracle, his Propitiatory , and al the markes of his Reli- 

gion, I wonder why in Zccleſiaſtes , where the common tranſlation ſayth , Al obeyerh Euxcy mpconoupe 
money, another very ancient letter and deriued fromthe Hebrew phraſe , hath , Money T05,8u5!agucry av- 
rendreth al oracles , for that is it which properly the word reſpondere ſignifycth, But 1 "yp " 
ccaleroadinire, when I conſider the courſe of the world ; for in truth I ſee money ,, OE OE 
5 like a familiar ſpirit, ſuch as heretofore Pagans and Sorcerers kept in ſecret pla- Pecunie reſbondet 


cs, hut vp in a casket, or in ſome broken head, or the body of a ſerpent : when they omnia.Eccl. 40, 19. 


became any thing irre{olute , they conſulted with their 1dol, and the dinel counter- 
ting voyces though wood, and metal, gaue them an{wers. 
Now- 
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g6 x. MALLEE 


Now-adayes the Diuel money 1s1a the cofter of the conctous,as in a Chappel dedicg. 
red to his name : and rhe1nfidel if he haue any buſyneſle to perferme in his tamily 
thinkes, not at al-to take counſel of God vpon it, nor to appeale to conſcience; but Fa: 
ferres al thele encerprites tothe Diuel of filuer, who giues him forth crooked Oracles, 
Shal I buy a Bznefice for one of my {onnes , Who hath no propenſion to the Church, 
but it muſt be prouided, in what tort foeucr? The litle Diuel anfwers, Bay , ſeetns you 
heme money. Shal I corrupr a faichleſſe Iudge, whoſe ſoule I know to be ſalcable , to 

\ gayne an euil ſuit ? Doe ſo, ſince you hae money, Shal I be reuenged ypon ſuch a man 
whom I hate as death , by ſuborning talſe witneſſes , andengaging them by ſtrength 
of corruption in a bad cauſe? Yes , ſince monty grues thee this power? Shal I buy this of. 
tice, whereof I am moſt incapcable ; tor neuer was I hit for any thing, butto practiſe 
malice? Yea, ſince it 15 money , which doth al. Shal l take Naboth's vinyard by force and 
violence, to build and cnlarge my {elfte further and further vpon the lands of my 
neighbours, without any limits of my purchaſes, bur the rules of my 909” 1g ay 
Yer, ſince thou maiſt doe it by force of money : ihal 1 cary a port in my houſe- ceping, 
which is onely fit for Lords , ſparing nothing from expence of the pallate, nor from 
brauery, in fuch ſort that my lackeys may daily ict vp and downe as wel adorned ag 

Parus lquor quid- Altars on ſondayes? Tea, ſince thou haſt the 2olden branch in thy hand. Finally , this is to 
ws numms preſenti- (ay very litle, but if thou haſt ready money deſire al thow wilt, it shal come te paſſe. For thou 
bus opta, eveniee, hiſt Tupiter 5bur vp in thy coffer , ( ſayd the Satyriſt, ) Sec younot much infidelity , a 


claulum poſoides , ; 
-/ : ” 2 
arce Ionem. grcat contempt of God, a piaine athei{me: 


$&yricon Per. Moreouer that which likewiſe makes this manner of proceeding more deteſtable 
3. Reaſon. is, that belidcs it's empire incompatible with God, it inſ{uzuateth with ſuch ſubtilities 
Falſe pretext of anq pretexts of religion , as if it were moſt deuout, Black ſoules of ſorcerers giuen 
anterelts. ouer to al manner ot execration , make open warre againſt God : they ſay they are al- 


togcther for Beelzebub, and: keep the ſabaoth to yeald him homage, and hauc renoun- 
ccd al the functions of Chriſtian piety : in recompence whereot they rayſc mts in 
bright mornings,by the power which the eu1l Spirit giues them, that hearbs and trees 
may dyc, or ſuch ik, for their witchcraft extends, but to bodyes : Bur this furious 
paſſion of intereſts which now-adayes fo pwertully ſwaycth , beſides that it ſuckerh 
the bloud and marrow of the people, & bewitcheth ſoules which come ncere it with 
manifeſt contagion, appeares with ſemblances of religion, and true Chriſtianity: al- 
thougitit be impoſlible to ſerue two Maiſters, according to the words of the Sautour 
of the world ,and to accord the Diucl of proper intereſts with the Maximes of leſw, 
Enemies the moſt dangerous are cuecr the moſt couert , it were better almoſt to fal 
abſolutely into diforder, then to be fleſh and fiſh, hot and cold,to halt ſometimes on 
Baal's tide another while on the Temple of Salomen's part , and ncucr to ſerue God, 
but with a ſhoulder ; yea with al manner of hipocrily. I wish chow wert hot, or cold,but 
mſomuch as thou art Inke-warme , being neyther hot nor cold , I wil vomit thee out of 
296" my mouth, 
CANOES T Toal obicCtions of Scripture and Saints framed againſt rhis maxime, we haue but 
repidus ex , &> nec ONCE onely anſwer : It 1s rhe world, we cannot line otherwiſe , the gore muſt browze where he 
frigidus, nec calidus 15 tied. He who would Iiue as an honeſt man, and nat be according ts the fashion , 5hal euer be 
01,9 re excomere ex poore. To which | an{wer,ltis fo farre otherwiſe , that one cannor be rich Py 
Apoc 3. in integrity, that who wil wel examine families and houlcs, ſhal find riches the mo 
4. Reaſon. {table, moſt honourable, and delightful were euer on vertues ſide , as we may ſee 1n 
Benedifio Domini the examples of Abraham, Tacob, and Danid, if we wil not learne it by our owne ex- 
d.mites facit , nec [9 perjence. The bleſSing of God makes the rich, and driues affliftion from them. 
Giabieur is affii0. 13\1t quite contrary the f hict d b ked and ſiniſter wayes 
Mah. zo, quite contrary the rortunes WAICh proceed by crooKed and Hmniuter y 
bring moſt dangerous effects along with them : for before their comming they cauſc 
roylcs and ynſpeakeable anxieties ; bur being arriued , they expoſe aman to publike 
{corne 1n {tead of making him worthy of regard; ſince they inſenſibly are conſumate, 
and in the endalwayes relerue to him who poſleſſcth them , treaſures of anger and 
vengeance, Would you ſee the proofe of al I haue {ayd : looke on the travel beſto- 
wed jn purchaſe of 1] gotten goods, and you {hal find it was for that , the Sautour 


of the world called riches , thornes , becauſe thornes beare a fragrant flower; bur the 
| : fruit 
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OF INTEREST, 57 
fruit is very bad, and which is more they ſerue for a retreat to vipers, A ftily gaine / 
which in the beginning ſmiles to the eye, is the lower of the thorne : bur when it is 
ſwallowed with great conuullionJof mind and body, it proucs an il fruit,as likewiſe 
teing inuolued in an impure conſcience, it is as the viper among thornes, Wil you 
therein obſerue publike ſcorne and indignation > When you behold a man of Laſe 
condition, who by vnlawtul waycs is come to great fortunes , heis looked on as the Simon Maiolas, 
fea which an artificer fettcred with a chayne of gold, ro make mattcr for gazers. O | 
the flea ({ayd one) it is wel for her, ſhe weares a golden chayne ; the baſckt of ver- 
mine, beares the beſt of metals ! Is ſhe not very mijcrable , to hauc her liberty fo en- 
thralled? Why was ſhe not content tol:c a flea, and not to becomea Lady: Yet was 
his 6lly creature innocent : but whoſocucr exceſſiucly rayleth his eſtate by iniuſtice, p ,z; | 
aye Radices ſuperbarum 
tſerues he not wel to be the.obiect of al the aymes of ſlander , and the anger of God? gentinm arefacier 
0wr Lord ({ayth the Scripture) sbal wither vp the roots of proud Nations, Dominus, 
Wil you feethe progrefJion and conclution thercot } The Graſshopper according Eccl, 10, 
the ſaying of the Prophet Joel , hath a thare heerin , to wit in braucry and ryot of Rep Ny pe reg -{ 
ppare]; the other part tallcs to the glottonous fly , which is the ſuperfluity of dyer; — Eh _ od 
nd the la{l is caten by ruſt, as arc veprofitable treaſures of the couctous, who almoſt medit ergo. Loel, 1, 
lreſſcrable the foritayne of Inpiter Fammon focold inthe day time one cannot drinke Plin. I, z. c, 103, 
Fit, and {0 hot by night they darc not touch it, In the day of proſperity they haue 
towels of ice for the milerics of the poore , and in aduerlity their goods are al on he, 
allaged,burnt,and carycd away by thoſe who leaſt deicruc ro emoy them. 
Finally the day of Iudgement mull Lc vndergone , to cxpiate many times by long 
prments the goods we can no longer enioy. Doe we not vnderſtand how the God 
ofvengeance | peakes tothe rich of the carth,who are rich in iniquity? To thce I come, Ezech. 19. 
tec great Dragon , who lodgeſt in the midit of riucrs of gold and ſiluer , and ſayſt, Ec ego ad ve Draco 
Theic riucrs are mine ; I wil put a bridic into thy mouth,and wil faſten tothy ſcales 753" gud cuban 
many litle fiſhes as thou on euery lide haſt entrapped by ſo many iniuſtices , ſo — -=_ 
nany concuſſions lo many falſhoods , and 1 wil nw thec out of thy clement , ous margin ph ney y 
d&thy honours and riches which thou haſt abuſcd , and I wil thruſt thee into the de- maxiliis ruis , & ag- 
rt on the ſand, reproachtul as thou art, faint, and diſpoyled, nor Thal any man com- glutinabo piſces fiu- 
xſonare thy milcry. Oh, how poore are they alwayes , who ave rich with mquity! minis tworum ſquam- 
(«) But what if (cruing God faithfully in his vocation he muſt be poore 2? O poucr- hee 
, which did{t recciue the Sonne of God borne , as betweene thine armes, in a wret- te in Lefind 
ched ſtable , and who ſawſt him conclude his innocent life; in ſo great nakedneſſe, 
hat it had no other yeyle to couer it but the bloud which guſhed trom his wounds; ',*- . 
muſt it needs be that hauing been ſo much honoured by the King of Monarchs, and - you 2 _ 
a Saints, who waytcd on him, thou hcere below ſhouldſt be reputed as the dregs of ty which. 
nature , the {cumme of the world, the fury of humane Jitc Mult Chriſtians come to beth the feruous 
that paſſe, rather to defire to be eſteemed crafty , robbers, and excommunicates then of intereſts. 
pore? No man(ſayth Minurizs Falix)how poore ſocucr, comes tothe pouerty wher- 
n he js borne; weſhould poſleſſe al, had we learned to defirenothing : but the rage ne 
now-adayes frequent , to appeare in the world what one is not, the madneſſe which Ao —_— £ new 
maketh rogs delire to ſwel like buls, is the cauſe many ſtile a reaſonable fortune concupy/cimme , poſi- 
with the title of poverty , whilſt a thouſand and a thouſand who liuc in the world in 17 | 
he midſt of xtreme muleries, had they hit vpon thy fortune , would thinke them- — 
ſcives cqual in point of felicity to Ceſars. | 
One cſtecmes himſelte poore if he haue not thirty, forty, fifty thouſand crownes to 
buy an Office; which is a feareful exorbitance of our Age. One accounts himſclfe 
poore if he haue not hue and twenty thouſand crownes to giue with adaughtcr in 
marriage , when the daughters of France had not heertofore abou fix thouſand. One 
mayineth he is poore 1t veyles of an Office make not thirty or forty thouſand liu- 
sof rent, when the Chancellours of France had not in formcr time ſcauen thouſand, 
O inſatiable auarice, the Cerberus, and gulph of man-Kkind ! whither haſt chou tran{- 
ported our manners and vnderſtanding 2 No, no, there is not any man truely poore, 
Whois furniſhed for neccflitics , without which life is intollcrable ro nature : and thar 
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08 x. WATT HE 
winch affrightcrh {fay you} 1s the gnawing Carc of hou{c-keeping, which ſhortnerh 
your daycs,and drencherth your lite 1n gal and tcarcs. 

Weake and faithlefſe that you are towards the Diuine prouidence , doe you not 
yet kchold your diſtruit, your humane reſpects, your impatience is the ſource of al 
the cuils which engulph you? Litle Lirds that fly in the ayre and clowds; fily butter. 
fycs which Huttcr through the mncadowes painred with rhe ennamel] of'flowers,& flo- 
wers them(clues which are but hay, repoſe with al ſweet fatisfaction vader the royal 
mantel of the great prouidence that coucrs al, Birds by his help find grayne fit for 
them, Butterflyes ſuck out the dew, and tuice of flowers; and flowers which liue bur 
one day vnfold themſclues with beautics that nothing yeald to Slomons magnificen- 
Cics. There is not any creature ſo litle in the world, which lifteth not VP It S eyes to 
the paternal hand of God diſtilling dew and manna , and is neuer fruſtrated of it's 
hopes. There 1s nonc but you ( O wretched creature ) who hauing a reaſonable ſoule, 
ſtamped with the Image of God, ſuffer your diſcretion to contribute to the exceſſe of 
your miſcries; doc you not wel delcruc to be poore,fince God is not richenough for 


y Ou ? 


Whoſe are the children which giue you occaſion of ſo much care? Is it you (0 


- mothers ) who haue ſtretched their finewes, ſpunne out their veynes, numbred and 


kint their bones in your entrayles > God hath made them, God wil direct them, God 
wil bcare them on the wings of his prouidence, God wil diſpoſe them where you 
imagine not. But you would not haue them ſuffer any thing; why then did you pro- 
duce them intothe number of men, if you be vnwilling they ſhould participate inthe 
burdens of men? 

It you and they falling from a flouriſhing eſtate ſhould be reduced to beggery, 
could you imagine you might be forſaken by the prouidence of God, yea , although 
you vnder-went the ſtrokes of warfare , which his beloucd Sonne did heer on earth? 
What ſhame would it be for you , if cucn thoſe who haue been in the world as great 
as Monarchs, arc come to this eſtate ? Beliſrius who thunder-ſtruck three parts of 
the world by the lightning of his armes , who had poſſeſſed al which a great vertue 
might deſcruc, al-which a great fortune might giue , hauing ſeen himſc}te engrauen 
on gold and {1Jucr, almoſt cqual to the Emperour Inſtinian his Maiſter , came to that 
paſle through extreme disfauour as to ſtretch out his hand for almes , yea did it cou- 
razioully, brauing his vahappineſſe by an aboundance of vertues : And you who ate 
much fhort of his quality, deiect your ſpirit ina ſlight humiliation betallen you, Ryſ- 
ticiana Wife of Boerius , one of the moſt glittering beautics of Reme , in publike mile- 
rics ſaw herlelfercduced to ſuch pouerty,thar ſhe was clothed as a countrey woman, 
no whit therewith diſmayd ; yea appeared before the face of Kings in defence of her 
huſband maſſacred : and you cannot endure to be {een at the Church in a modeſt ha- 
bir,ora plaine neck-kerchetfe, Alas your opinion , and your curioſity, is the greateſt 
part of your cuils ! | | 

Were it not better to yndergoe al the miſeries of the world in the fidelitic we offer 
to God , then through diſordinate louc of proper intereſts, to become a Diuel 2 For 
what fitter title deſerucs he , who doing al for himſelfe lookes on himſclfe as a Diui- 
nity, accounts other men who are vnder him as flycs and catterpillers , eyrannizeth 
ouer inferiours tormenteth equals, ſtriketh at ſuperiours, breaketh lawes both diuine 
and humane to haſten vnto gayne or honour , and to anticipate his puniſhments ma- 
kes to himſelfe an hel in his owne conſcience, 

If theſe truths perſwade you not ſufficiently the way of duty , conſider a man of 
intere{t in the following example ,and-ſee by his ſucceſle thar rhere is no greater vI- 
happineſle in the world then to be fortunate contrary to the rules of good conſcience. 


X. EXAMPLE 
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a O08 M A AXIME. 


0F LIBER ALITY, AND FY NHAPPINESSE 
of thoſe who ſecke their owne ends by evnlawful 


WaYes. 


ANTIOCHVS THE GOD. 


— 3-3 : _ UP RESOLVED topreſent vnto you in this Hiſtory Antio- Drawne from the 
NEE _ F, chus the God, who made a God of himſelfe, a man as much , : ophet Daniel. 
NEC! po___ as vohappy in his aymes; to oppole him againſt © The vpon 
2, tolomews Philadelphus, who was free and generous, to the 1,,,:.; 
end theſe Princes as contrary in qualities as different 1n Pylyenus. 
their ſucceſſes may make you the more ſenſibly ſce the Appian. 
|! truth of this excellent Maxime. 
4 When a great fortune and a prompt wil meet together, 
We T7017 they produce excellent effects of liberality, This Prolomey 
of whom we ſpeake had one by nature,the other from louc.For he was naturaliy dil- 
poſed to magrithicence ,and the greatneſle of his condition ſeconded his purpoſes.The Manali 
revenew he recciued from Agypr , mightthen amount to fouretcen thouſand eight projemey. 
hundred tallents , which were the matter of his bounty , but the forme reſted in his 
hart. He thought nothing to Le his but whar he could giue , and was willing gold 
ſhould be drawne from his treaſures to relicue men's neceſſities , as watcr out of the 
ſireames of his Nzlus. To know how to giue wel,isa great ſcience, It belongs nor to 
al(ſayd Socrates) to mannage the Graces wel. There are {ome who giue ſoil, and to Socrat, apud te- 
ſuch as merit ſo litle,that the Graces being Virgins by condzzfon,are made proſtitutes beum. = 
through the ſottiſhneſle of their vſage, But this Prince was as wile in choyce of per- 7% X*&7©5 
ſons,as liberal to diſtribute fauours. He willingly did good to thoſe who made pro- e—_— 
kfſion of true piety and loued learning , wel knowing it was to {ory ſeeds in a land = 4 Ni Rſs _ 
not vrgrateful, It is obſerucd 1n al times that Princes andmen of quality , who haue ,,. to diſoblige 
diſobliged the Religious and learned, haue had il ſucceſle in their affaires, and giuen pious, and learned 
their reputation as a prey to poſterity, Thar is it which Joſt the miſerable Antiochns, men, 
ſurnamed the 11luſtrious : for though his Father had ſhewed him an example to ol- 
lige the Hebrewes, who thenftood moſt eminent in Religion and diuine knowled- 
ves , he vnhappily engaged himſelfe to torment them , and þy this meanes heaped 
aftcr his lite a thouſand diſturbances , and darkned his name in an eternal hiſ- 
tory. 
Much otherwiſe ?tolomey fauoured the people of God with al forts of courtely, 
For not ſatisfyed to hauc granted liberty ro more then a hundred thouſand 
ewes who were in his Territories , euen to the redecming flaucs ar his owne 
charge from Maiſters who 'paſſed them , he beſtowed moſt coſtly guifts on 
the Temple of Hieruſalem. From thence diſtcnding his Lenefits ro men of lear- Toſephglts- cr. 
ning , he furnijhicd that incomparable Librarie , whercin in the end were num Library of Ptolo- 
bred ſeauen hundred thouſand books , and hauirg giuen the charge of it ro De- mey. 
Wetrins Phalereus, he cauſcd to be brought thither, as we hnd in fo many hiltories,the 
K books 
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tookes of the Law , with the ſcauenty two Interpreters , who tranſlated them into 

Greek, ro be a {ingularornament of his library. Al this paſſed ouer with ceremonies 

magnificencics, and the wonders which ſo many Authours recount , the King wept 

for ioy,ſuch affection he bare to things diuine , in compariſon of which he no more 

eſteemed gold then durt. By which meanes he gayned the aftection of al men, cay. 

ſing himſelteto be beloued and adored by the whole world. 

Manners of Antio- Rur , Antiochns the God, being as the Antipodes oppoſit in manners to him , eftee. 
ming himſelfe as a Diuinity, thought vpon nothing bur to ſatisfy his ambition, aug. 
ment his reuenewes . and ſeek his owne ends to the | -cagya of equity and al the 

moſt holy amities. Which was the cauſe that vndertaking a wicked defigne of in. 

uading the Kingdome of A#gypt , he ſet a huge army on foot againſt Prolemeus Philg. 

Watrre againſt delphus of whom we ſpeake , without any prerext but the ſatisfaction of an euraged 
© Folemey. ambition which poſſeſſed him. Prolemey , who for the loue of bookes abandoned no 
«the ſollicitude of warre , had put his Kingdom into ſuch order that he was able tg 

bring into the field two hundred thouſand foot , and twenty thouſand horſe, befide 

he had twothouſand cariages for the warre , foure hundred Elephants , an hundred 


and fifty tal ſhips. So that Anriochus comming with al tht ſtrength of Aſia to ſur. | 


prize him , found one ready to talke with him : for the Xgyptian withour any in- 
commodity to himſelfte,tyred and ſupplanted al his endeauours , which were groun- 
ded more vpon pailion then good diſcretion. 

This man loth to rerurne with ſo much ſhame, being vnable to get a Kingdome, 
ſought to winne a wife. He paſſionately courred Berenice daughter of Prolemey, 
whether he were in loue with her, or whether he would make vie of this marriage 
to giue {ome colour to peace, which could not be concluded without leauing on his 
face the markcs of his remerity. Prolemey , a Prince very peaceful , readily inclined 
to the reſolution of matching his daughter with him , that he might quit his Terri 
cories of him; but it was vndcrſtood he had been already marricd to Laodice, by who 
he had children, which ſeemed to make this matter mecrly impoſhiuic. Nutwihſtane 
ding this voahappy Prinee , who betrayed God and men without reflecting. on any 
thing in his dchgnes bur proper intereſt, {ware deeply to giue aſſurance that he keyr 
not Laodice in the quality ot a wife and Queen , but of a concubine , whom he would 
diſmiſſe ſo ſoone as the loue of a lawful wife ſhould poſlefſe his hart. They who de- 
ſire are ordinarily credulous, It was wiſhed peace might be purchaſed for the weary- 
{omneſſe of warre, and this Princeſſe muſt be ſacrificed as a victime, without confi- 
deration that as faith and treachery vpon one fide were incompatible in the perſon of 
Antiochus, ſoon the other Laodice, a Princeſſe much like her huſband, would not ſuf- 
ter another to lodge in her bed, 

It was ended by a Notwihſtanding the marriage is concluded , Berenice is conducted to Damiertaby 
— her owne father, who gaue huge treaſures with her in marriage , she is pur intothe 
Berenice daughter hands of this falſe huſband , who carryed her to Babylon the capital Citty of his 
of Prolemey en- Kingdome, This beautiful Queen, who had al atrractiue graces on her cheeke , & the 
ereth into Baby- caduceum of Mercury in her hands , by reaſon of the peace ſhe made between two 
lon. puiſſant Narions,was receiued with much applauſe. Beſides there went along with 
her a great number of mules laden with gold,filucr,and althe moſt ſplendid riches of 
Agypr. For the father who was ſo liberal towards ſtrangers , had made ſpare of no- 
thing to his daughter. The ſolemnity of marriage was performed with extraordinary 
pomp,there were nothing bur games,theaters , publike ioyes;Heauen ſmiled,andthe 
Laodice repudia- earth afliſted intheſe Hymencal rites, There was none but Laodice , who being repur 
_. diated looked on theſe triumphs with an owle-like cyc,and a countenance {urchar* 
gcd with the yapours of her enuy, which haſtned to rayſe a tempeſt. 

She tayled not to fly out in the beginning, and to ſpeake whatſocuer a deſperate 
icalouſy could ſuggelt her, toembroyle aftaires and ſtirre vp the Kingdome: bur fur 
ding her ſelfe nor throughly ſeconded, the covered her diſcontent vnder filence, and 
the tury of her reuenge vnder an apparance of {weetneſſe,ſuppoling cratt might afford 
that which force had bereaucd her of. OTE 

Beholding her ſelf farre diſtant from Court , and put into a _— 
where 


dition 
heremn 
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wherein iLe coule not diſturb any thing , ſhe with a malicious prudence diſſentbled 


| althat which lay on her hart, feigning to haue no further pretence vpon the my 
E 


marrlage , butthat ſhe onely deſycdto gaine from him ſome ſollace to {weeten 
chatige of her fortune, Wn 
F.cthwith ſhe wrort akttcr to King Antochus , very cunningly exculing her ſclfe 


&f al had paſſ2d,and ihewing | 


1h.ct if sLe xt the beginning ſpake 4 litle too boldly touching the alteration he had madein Her cunning. 


hes Kmzdome , it was 4 folly pardonable , fince it onely proceeded from the lone she 
hare him. 'th.ct the disfauenr She ſuffered by being deprined of « God ſeemed at firſt ſo 
harsh wnro her , that she could find no meanes to diſceſt it : But that time had shewed 
ber ſume fart of her duty , and her enil fortune daily taught her the humility he 
could newer learne m Empire. That she acknowledzed it was not for her to control bus 
afjeftions , but obſerue them , and rather to ewertaine admiration for her who hath 
the honour to cnioy hus lowe , then enuy it, That she now hath no care to thinke on 
thrones and ſcepters , but that the ſoueraizne happineſſe wherein she deſires to breath 
ant the remainder of hey, miſerable life , is to approach neer his perſon , more deare then 
aFthe world , and to behold with an eye more innocent , then she had done , the proſperity 
of bis affaires. 

Anrochus was very wel ſatisfyed with Queen Perenice , and already had by her a 
faire fonne , who was as the ſcale of marriage : yer touched at the beginning with 
ſome compaſſion to ſee Laodice ſo humblcd , he gaue her leaue to come neerer him, 
which Berenice al made of goodnefle and ouer-credulous neuer ſought to hinder. 

She returned with ſhewes of humility, pretext of amity , and admirable conformi- 
ty. Antrochus ſaw her ; and readily entertayned her with diſcourſe and witty merri- 
ment, thinking her vaableto reenkindle his atteCtion : but ſhe ftil had a commanding 
beauty accompanyed with a wily wit,and a voluble tongue of powerto winne loue, 
which the other very calily layd hold of , though he euer mannaged it to his 
owne ends, 

7 he Chronicle of Alexandria hath a remarkeable paſſage , telling that Perſeus 
looking on the head of Medvſa, which he had cur off,rooke 1n poyſon trom it, wher- 
of he became blind, We mutt not too much truſt theſe beauties and loucs, which 
after a iong courſe of {way ſecme dead when they bur diſappeare. Flames ſome- 
times ws. out of wriukles and ashes , to inflame harts they had heertofore poſ- 
ſeſled, | 

Antischus quickly felt the ſting of this Gorgon, whoſe inſolence he thought he had 
vanquiſhed, For hauing formerly ſurprized him by flight daliances , ſhe renewed 
her battery, aud Ly force of her continual conuer{ation Lcganto poſleſſe him as much 
bs Fran 6 

Bevenice rctayned nothing in al this great pomp of her fortune , bur counte- 
mnces and thcwes 3 whilſt the other became Mitltreſſe of his hart , and had ſo 
Lewitchcd the ſoule of this God as to make him become a beaſt. The wicked 
woman ſtayed not there, bur infinitly deſirous to place her ſonne Seleucxs in the 
throne of the Antioc/ wes, and fearing the murable condition of this ynfortunate 
loucr , preucnted his inconſtancy , and gauc him ( as ſayth S. Hierome ) not the nec- 
tar of Ges, but the poyſon appointed tor offenders , ro ſend him ſpeedily inta the 
other world, Preſently after , the cauſed her ſonne to be proclaymed Kang by the 
lubtle practiſe of two powerful Fauourites, who aſliſted her in this affaire, and at the 
fame time layd hold of the litle ſonne of Berenice , and gaue him ynto two murderers 
to butcher him, 

Behold whither the miſchiefe of a woman abandoned by God, reaſon, and al hu- 
manity gocth , when incenſcd Jcue and Elind amEivion haue let looſe the raynes to 
Cilorder, The poore Quicen cxtrcamely ouertaken Ly this difloyalty , came torth 1n 
publike with her great torrow , coniuring al the world with teares and fighes able ro 
ret rocks aſſunder 

T1 take pitty of 4 poore ſtranger , their lawful Queen , and who had nener ſought any thing, 
but their good : whilſt ſome not content to poyſon the King her husband, had murdred the l:tle 
ET 


innocent, - 
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tunecent , who was lawful hire to the crowne, and wonld for ful accomplishment of cruelty 
ſerne the matber ſs: 1 ben shewine ber boſame addeg, she was realy toreceine therein the blondy 
fmord, which had car aff the life of her maſt pretions c4, 3n an age ſotendey and] onentable, 
if the people thought it mizht be for the Kingdome's good; but what could it benefit them to ſee 
4 geplarable Queen torne in pieces before their eyes , who had no other crime , but ber merriry 
towards them? 

The people were ſo moued with this diſcourſe , that they cauſed Berenice to ſane 
her ſelfe in the beſt fortreſſe of rhe Citty , and initantly demanded their yong Prince 
might be brought forth. The murderers (as Polyenws affirmeth) already miſ doubring 
the people's fury , had prepared a ſuppolititious child who merucylouily wel refſem- 
bled the yong Prince,and preſently producing him clothed in his garments, they for 
ſometime appeaſed the {edition. The wicked Laedice ſeeing her buſyneſle ſuccceded 
not.ro her mind feigned much todehire a reconciliation with Berenice , and by prac- 
tiſe of the miniſters of her fury found meanes to get ſame companies to ſtealc into 
the Cittade], whither ſhe was retired , who cut the fentine]s in pieces, and kiiling al 
the Queenes officers came to her chamber to murder her, It was a pittytul ſpectacle 
to behold the poore maydcs who were about her perſon ; for ſtanding in defence 
aboue the ſtrengh of their (exe , they pulled the weapons our of the ſoldiers hands, 
rupning vp and downe amidſt (words and partiſans like lyonnefles , varil many al 
bloudy fel at the feet of their good Miſtreſſe , leauing an erernal monument of their 
valour and fidelicy. The poorc Berenice was amongſt the dead vnworthily maſſacred 
on the bodies of her ſeruants. Three mayds {uruiucd this aſſaſſinate, who bathing the 
Queenes body with their teares, and humbly. kiſſing al her wounds , clotied her x- 
gaine with royal garments, and layd her onthe bed,inuoking heauen and it's powers 
to their ayd, The people flocking withthe bruit of this great murder erpironed the 
caſtle, and put the murderers to flight , who durſt nor then boatt to haue communed 
this execrable aſſaſſinate, ; | 

The Queenes maydey on the other fide carryed themſelues very diſcreerly among 
ſuch extreme dplours : for as yet torbearing to publith Berenzze's death, tar tegre of 
giving aduantage to Loodece's plots , they thewed themiciues at a window, andtolf 
the people rheir Miltrefle had been waunded by the cunning pradtiles of Lacda, 
bur that (thank«s Le to God) the wound was not mortsl , ſhe anely ſtood in necd of 
ſome lit]e reſt and good tendance, to'take breath and be curd , to the engl the nught 
acknowledge their good {eruiccs. Pol yenzs {ayth , that the Luſ yacſſe keing drawn # 
length and the people defirous to ſee rhe Queen , the mayds put 8 counterfer inrothe 
bed” dreſſed vp tor the purpoſe,and framed jome words , teigning a low and mourn- 
ful accent of their Miſtreſſe, This cunnipg held the ſubicgs in obedience and the 
Enemies in feare, whilſt a Courrier diſpatched ro Prolomey the ſonne of Philadelphus 
aduerriſed him of al had paſicd, He fayled not zo heſten {pecdily to Babylon with a 
potcnt army, where he {urprized the Conſpiratours , affrighted with the image of 
their crime, Callinicus fied , and was afterward flaine by & talfrom his horſe, The 
wicked Laodice was taken and led to puniſhment, whese the people voderſtanding 
the death of Rerenice, and the dreadful exaxbitancics of this wretched woman meant 
to haue torne her in pieces , loading her memory aud ajhes with galedictions. The 
Kiggdome was for a time reduced ynder the obedience of the King of &gypt , who 

a away infinit riches , and cſtabJilbing Gouernours in Prownces returned to 
owne Countrey. 
One may ſee by this hiſtory, that men of intereſt deſfirqus to ſwallow al by ways 
vnlawful, looſe their fortunes , honours, and liues, leauing their ſoules to the paynes 
of hel,and their memory to the exccration of poſterity, 
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THE PROPHANE COVRT. & THE HOLY COVRT. 


Thar ſincerity is the Queen 
of vertucs, and thar thedeceiver 
israken in the ſnare he prepa- 
reth. 


T hat the life of curious wits 
4 not gouerned but by fiftion, 
&> thatthe deceiner fel findes 
ſuch as wil be aeceined. 
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T7 R arr, one of the prime Maximes of an il Court, is now- 

q adayes become the leſſon of al ages , each ſex , and condi- 
F< tion; and it {cemes to many that to proſper wel in ſubrili- 

RACE ties is the flower of wiſdome,and vtmoſt period of felicity. 

Alare not ht for armes, learning picks out wits with too 

much aduiſe,arts are painful and require in thoſe who pro- 

Sj felle them ſome ability, which is not produced but by time \ 
DR WE; and much induſtry - But in the myſtery of countertetting, 

== == diſſcembling, and guile, cuery one per{wadeth himſelfe he 

therein can quickly acquire ſome sk1] , and be able to triumph ouer ſimple filence; 

and if he muſt labour in ir, to ſtrike the beſt ſtrokes by rhe help of the tongue. 

From thence it commeth to paſſe that chileren are framed to this excerciſe almoſt 

from their cradle. Women , yea they who make account to refine in deuotion,kee 

now-adayes ſhops of counterferting : the great-ones rthinke is is their trade; , the Diſſimulation rai- 

meane,who are as their ſhadowes,take thc ſame courſe. The world becomes a thea- gneth euery where, 

ter of h&tions, where truth hath much adoc to be known , ſo many falſe viſages are 

put vpon it, T'o ſpeake truly ,one would fay rhe earth had changed it's nature , and 

were now become a ſea , where the ſimple like poore creeping wormesare abando- 

ned to the malice of the moſt ſubtile, It was a worthy. ſpeach of the Prophet , who 

ſayd ro God, Alas , Lord! hae you then made ſo many mortals, like filly fiches and wret- Haba. r. 14. 

ched wormes, which haue no gouernment? Deceit hath ſowed it's ſubtilties earry-where jt hath Facies homines quaſs 

exery-where ſpred nets and ſnares, and neuer ceaſeth to drine, take, and entrap : andit ſeemes wy marks, & quaſs 

world catch the whole world with it's hooke. It retoyceth at it's owne crime as if it were 4 IT 

vertue , and maketh ſacrifices with the inſtruments of miſchiefe. It indzeth of bappi- 


Diſlimulation, 


, x 
> x 
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 beſſe by the multitude ef preyes , and acknoledgeth no other God but. it's owne good 


fortune. 
2, Nowas for you , whoare perſuaded in this Maxime, thatto proſper in con- 
verſation with men and affaircs of the world , neceſſarily the foxc's sKin 
K 3 muſt 
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| muſt be put on, ſimplicity _ roo (ottiſh and difarmed to bcare any (way in hy- 
1. Reaſon aoainſt Mane life. 1 pray at leyſure con "der ſome reaſons which 1 intend to preſcnt, and ra. 
counterfeiting, the ther weigh them in the ballance of UE then of Pailton. Firſt know, that in 
blemish of truth, the inſtant you reſolue ro be crafty , to bea lyer , a decciuer, you proclayme warre 
againſt a great Diuinity , which wil follow you ſtep by ſtep al your life rime , which 
wil diſcouer you when you ſhal not Know 1t,cuen to the bottome of your thoughts, 
which wil ouerthrow al your pernicious intentions , and hold the {word of God's 
vengeance ouer your head, euento the gates of hel, 
The power of This puiſſant aduerſary againſt whom you vndertake reſiſtance , if you as yer 
. truth, know it not, is truth, the moſt ancient and admirable of'al yertues, which hath cucr 
been , and which ſhal nevier end; nay could you make your thoughts penetrate into 
.an abyſle of time, and could you fly through ten millions of Ages , rhere ſhould you 
find truth. Bur if you ſay , it was not before heauen and carth , and that in pronoun- 
cing this word you had ſome reaſon (which cannot bc) at the leaſt denying verity, 
- and ſpeaking truth , yet muſt you find truth ; ſo neceſſary is it's being. It runnes 
_ l. 2, deli- through time (ſayth S. Auguſtine ) not being vnder the lawes of time ; it paſſeth 
Non peragitur tem. "rough al,and ſhiftcth nor place; it is hidden in night, not obſcurcd by night it is in 
pore , non migras (o.. the ſhadow, not ſhut vp in {hadowes; it is not ſubicCtto ſenſe, fince it ſwayeth ouer 
cis, nec noffe interci- Vnderſtandings. It is alwayes ncer vs, nay letvs rather ſay it is within vs , or we 
pitur, nec umbre in- live in jt;and although ir doe not occupy place, it polleſſerh al place in it's Empite, 
cludizur,nec ſenſebus 1, Co eeriourly giucth notice, it appeareth inwardly, it turneth al into the better, and 
corports ſubiaces:om- . YS nga. £1 Ys x Wy 
nibus proxime,omn;.. 1 Pot changed by any into worle, Of ir, vnleſſe belyed , one cannot thinke 1], and 
bus ſempizerna, &&c, Without it, vnleſle by flattery of {elfe-preſumprion, we cannot ought diſcerne, Wha 
then ſhal we ſay more, ſince God himlclfe is truth; verity of eſſence , verity of reaſon, 
verity of ſpeach, as Theology teacherh vs. Al vertues are truely for him; bur heis 
(a) Ego ſum vie, ve. DOt called by their names, as he is by the title of truth (4). Itisthe apple of his eye, 
res, & vits, his hart, his ſollace,his delight, his power, his wiſdome, his throne, and dignity, Al 
Toan, 14. 10, what God is,is nothing Lut verity, It penetrateth al vertues, as hre and light doe al 
the parts of the world, There is nor any thing ſo victorious or criumphant in al 
greatneſle; for it neuer ceaſed ſince the beginning of the world to cruſh heads which 
rebel againſt light, It hath vntwiſted ſo many webs , ſcattered ſo many wyles, ouer- 
throwne ſo many lyes , brought to nothing to many {ccts , deſtroyed ſo many hu- 
mane powers , trampled vndcr-toot {o many dragons. And you who pretend to be 
the cunning and refined fpirits of the time, renounce it; you take vp armes againt 
it,and are not affrayd of it; you thinke to auoyd it,but it wil auoyd you , and the 
firlt of your afflictions hal be to looſe light of it, O my God, what abold enterprize 
is it to draw aſtrong aduerſary vpon vs, and to prouoke thy Iuſtice when we may 
hy enioy thy Clemency ! | 
A notable AQ. a Remember you the ſonne of Cyrxs, who cloſely attempted on &thiopi4, with his 
-- * + or armes and prepared to make warre againſt it? But the King thercot to itay him, was 
| o pleaſed to ſend him his bow , and cauſed to be ſayd vnto him , Ad hunc vents, that 
13, youcome againſt the Maiſter of this bow. He was {o amazed at the (light of this 
armory, that he ſurceaſed from the temcrity of his counſels to prouide for the ſafety 
of his perſon, Now had you ſeen the armes of truth , which from ſo many Ages 
haue quailed ſo many monſters and gayned ſo many victories, you would tearc to 
conteſt with ſuch a Princeſſe, She wil ncuer forſake you , if you renounce vntruth, 
Hippoc. ep, to. and if you doe it nor on carth, you wil be enforced to doe itin Hel. Hyppocrares gaue 
_ the eyes of a ſtarre to truth, bur-ſhould he haue ſcen her face more vncouered, he had 
ſaydit wasa Sun, which illuminateth by it's light , animateth the beſt ſpirits by it's 
2. Reaſon. Viuacity, asit diſſipateth the miftes of lyes by verruc, 
Difſimulation ru» 2, Beſides not content with this , when you in this manner vndertake diſcourlcs 
a humane of Glke, and promiſes of wind ,to reuealea tecret, to lay ſnares for the limplicity of a 
; man,to ſatisfy your paſſion,or ſerue your cnds,you commit another crime moſt perpi- 
cious to humaneſocicty;for you ſeeke by thele {]eights to ruine al bclicte and fidelity. 
The Ancients made ſo much account of humane fauh, which is conſtancy and ſtedtaſt- 


neſlc of words conſonantto the hart , and performance of promiſes , that the Romans 
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placed it in their Capitol cloſe by the ſide of their prime Dininity , and one of their Excellency of fi- 
Pcets durſt ſay , Faith was before [pier himſelfe , and that without it the world delity. 
would notbe, andthatit was a Diuinity which had a Temple in the harts of men Cato Cenforiuz, 
the moſt puritycd and beſt worthy of God. If with one ſingle glance of an eye you " i IRE 
might {cethe world as a huge Theater , you therein ſhould behold Empires , armes, ,, ,,,,umin peffe.. 
Jawes , Cittics , Prouinces, ſciences, artcs, riches , infinit magnificencies , you would re amen. 
beenforced to fay,the baſis which ſupporteth al this great majeſty of Comm6-wealths 
is hdcelity , without which Cities would rather refſemble Cyclopian cauernes then 
Temples of peace and iuſtice. But if you deſtroy it , not by improuidence or frailty, 
but ly the forme of a ſetled life , and by example cauſe others to imitate you , isit nor _ 
to oucrthrow al that which is beſt eſtabliſhed , and to profane whartſocuer is moſt 
holy? ra 
4. You perhaps wil ſay,publike vertues licle concerne you , ſo you may aduance z. Reaſon. 
your particular intereſts, I wil not tel you ,this anſwer better becomes the mouth of a Craft *hameful to 
Tartar then a Chriſtian ; but I dare wel afſure you theſe wayes of craft and deceit the authour ofir, 
which ſo much pleaſe you , are moſt preiudicial ro your honour and moſt faral for 
your ruine, For hiſt ot al , ſay you be a man of quality, you are not ſo ynnatural, bur 
you haue ſome ſenſe of honour, Now reſt aſſured , nothing ſo much vilityeth you as Debaſemenr. 
tobe reputeda crafty man , whocarrycth labyrinthsin his hart , and ſnares 11 his ron- 
one. Dron Chr  ſoftomus wadicioully obſcrued , that nature gaue ſubrilitic as an enheri- 
ance to creatures the moſt feeble and abiect, asto Apes, Foxes, Cars , and Spyders: 
butthe moſt generous , as Eagles and Lyons, know not what flights and wiles meane. 
We muſt likewiſc aftirme , al the moſt eminentand divine ſpirits are very naturally 
inclined to ſincerity : and that it onely belongs to inferiour ſoules , and ſuch as diſtruſt 
their owne ability to amuſe themſclues in ſearch of inuentions and tricks ,to inuolue 
thoſe , who trcate with them by the way of ſincere freedome. 
Fee you not, mirrours render formes when they are leaded ? and thinke you natiue- 
h to repreſent the draughts of verity , vnleſſe your ſoule be ſolid and ſtable , ſup- 
ported by it's proper weight on conſtancy and magnanimity 2 Seneca noted that wo- Subtile women, 
men the moſt d<ltiture of {trength , are moſt inclined to fraud and doublencſle of hart, 5,,.cx in Otauia 
(what I ſpeake nothing concerneth the prudent and generous , who know how to pe&u iflrurtt delis; 
corre&t infirmities of ſexe by vertue) but our daily expericnce tcacheth vs , that there ſed, vim negenis, 
acof them very crafty , and ſuch as vnder a pure and delicate skin , with a tongue 
diſtilling honey , often hide the hart ofa panther, al ſpotted oucr with ſubtilty , as 
the sK1n of this beaſt with diucrlity of mirrours, Their throte is more ſlippery then 
ole, (ſayd the Wiſeman) tut in the end you find cflecis more bitter then wormc- Nouiſfime illins ama- 
weed ,and more penetrating then atwo-edged {word. What ſcnſc is there that aNo- re quaſi atſinthinm, 
bleman , who would in al things ſeeme more then a man, ſ}:ould take vpon him the & 9314 quaſs gla- 
vices of women , and inclinations onely fit for (illy creaturcs? «1145 bxceps. Prou.s.4, 
Itis aſtrange thing ro ſee what the light of nature dictatcd to the ſoules of infidels, Sincerity preſer- 
ſoalicnatirg them from al manner of deceit , thatthey made ſcruple totreate withtheir ved inthe I ght of 
aemics Ly way of diſſimulation, We learne in Titzs Linins , that one called Philippa Th Ee 
gluing an account to the Senate what he had negotiated in the Court of the Macedinian cad: 5. = 
King , declaring particularly the courſe he tooke to cntertaine Perſe vrder pretext 
dpcace,and to teed him with faire words ; the old Senatours ſtood vp , and alowd 
protcſted much to diſavow {ſuch proceedings , as matters oppoſite to Reman genero- 
bty, Violence ({ayd that great Captaine Braſidas) though it lceme vniuſt , isalwayes Thuci4, 
more excuſeablcin a man of bogs qr then craft , which ſecretly contriueth ſome 
black buſyneſſe vnder colour of amity, What could there te more odious in nature, 
then a man who to deceiue the world might haue the art to change faces euery howet, j1.41eq & horiour 
and ſceme ſometimes white , ſometimes black, ſometimes gray , another while grizly, of doublen«®:. 
ſometimes haify Zanother while beardleſſe ; in ſuch ſort as ro be meerly vpKnowne to 
thoſe who ſhould treate with him 2 Now what decciuers can not doe ontheir faces, 
hey act in their ſoules, through a ſtrange profanation of Gods Image, they take 
vpon them a thouſand countcnances , as a thouſand impoftures, to trayne a poore 
vitime into the ſnare. They flatter,they promite, they ſweare, they proteſt, they cal 
; K 4 heaucn, 
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Leaucn and carth to witnefſe ; you would take al rheir words for eternal truths : hyr 
if you ſpeake ro them an hower after , and that it Le ime topul oft the maske , they 
us with a brazen Lrow wil deny al they layd , they wil mock at al they promilcd , ar 


diſauow al they hauc done with the ſame }1pps which betore cortriuedit, Whar Be- | 


Phot Bibliot p.67, hemorh , what Leuiathan was cucr Echeld {o prodigious tn nature? 
I know Cref..cs among the great rarities of the Indres makes mention of a Martichore, 
a beaſt which hath the tace of a man. , and the Lody of a Lyon, who countertctt<th the 
ſound of flures to charme paſſengers , and then entrapperh and Kiles them with the 
tayle of a ſcorpion , al briſtled with pricks, and which 1s more, makes the lame {crue 
tor bow , arrowes , and quiuer. Needs mult this Le terrible, but to {ce 1t tefore our 
facc is to haue one beaſt tor an encmy , which may by prudence be auoydcd , which 
may by force be vanquiſhed and with weapons maiſtered : Eut in a faithleſſe man 
you di{couer vnder a ſmiling row a thouſand plagues,a thouſand Centaurcs,a thoy- 
ſard Geryons,infinit many Charytdes,ahd Syrens; who lay ſoarcs for you , Who yn- 
Lirguzmm:ndacem , doe you , who ruine you , who ſtranglc when they {eeme ro emErace you, Can you 
cor mach nans cogi- then admire if among, the ſize abhominations of the hart of God , deceit Le one of the 
4 fron pfumas. hrſt? Lawes hauc not {cucrity cnough,, armes terfour , nor {caffolds punithments to 
1 ki challice , affrighr, torment a man face with a double tongue and hart, who perſe- 
curcth truth, killerh faith , poyſoneth friend{Lip , and many times plottcth cticcts of 

' dcath cyen in a Lanquet , the ſollace of lifc. 

5. Althis is ro no purpole, wil ſome Polyphemus ſay , ſothat one proſper in the 
world , cyther by trcafon or craft ; litle hecd mult ke giuen to the 1udgements of cer- 
raine men , who arc onely ablo to barke at our fortune not to hinderour telicity, Heer 
now is the knot of the Luſyneſſe , wherein we muſt conſider , that beſides that the 
wayecsof treachery are Jak orious and ſhametul , they alwayes carry along with them 

2% fodit foucam in- the confulion , milcry , and ruine of thoſe who embrace them. Who diggerh a pit 
5 10> iu = (layth che Wiſeman) ſhal tal iptoir, and the ſtone ſha] returne Lack en his head who 
=) 1 4 " tirzew it, The reputatica of honeſty is ſo neceflary in the mannage of affares , that 
Prouerb, 26.27, {uchas loſt integrity of manners ſought to rerayne the Larkc , to cherijha renoume 
amonglt men , twolne vp with {mcke and impoſlure; A decciuer fearcs nothing ſo 
bk * much as to be diſcouctcd , ard to Jay epen the face of defſignes which he cloſch 
work<rh for the ruine of others, Iudge row how bard a matter it is to practiſe atthis 
vileubles , and mi- preſent in the werld with ſuch pre CCC dings G in an Age moſt vigtlant, and where lide 
ſeries of diſſimu. CÞhildrenarc almoſt growne wile. Whatatrouble 1s 1t to hide your tugling ina Court, 
lation, Where arc ſo many Argnscycs , who perpetually watch vpon al actions. If one be 
ſurprized before the act , ic mult expect to be Bouted euen Ly toot-boyes , and vſed 
like one who cannot Hit ypon it tot wickcd, although this trade be very cal! Y, and 
who hauirg ſold his conicience todiuels , knowcsnor how to cuiCt payment, vnleſſe 
he plead it inkel, Bur ira man ſome one time come to the point of what he projected, 
which he can hardly keep trom breaking through the carcs of others , they who are 
deceiued {cldome wanting eloquence eyther in thcm {clues orthcir owne aſhes , were 
thcy dead , to decry treachery ; yet muſt he hercattcr for one rick of craft , loole re- 
putation and credit, two pillers of diſcretion. Al the world wi] auoyd you agarock 
or amc.nſter ; whatcucr you doc , you haue but one hart, and one rongue ,to inuent 
and rel lyes : but you ſhai rayic a thouſand againſt yon by it : For al thole who know 
you practiſe this trade, and that you make 1t your cendeauour to deceive, wilbend al 
their finewes and {trevvth to crtrap you in the fame ſnares you layd for other 3 10 

ſuch fort rhat you ſhat.ccome a prey aymed at (it it were poſhLlc) Ly althe world. 
Dreadful events of hore have we cuer ſeen a deceiuer to proſper in al his cnterprizes to the very e1d? 
ns. You may as wel number the waues of the {ca and lcaues of trees , as recount che la- 
mentable and tragical cucnts of al theſe common cheaters, who neuer had the power to 
auoyd God's vengeance. "The pernicious Machianet , who taught rhe art ro decelue, 
produccth the exemple of an intamous Prince, whoſc impoſturcs ſucceeded (oil chatby 
miſtaking he dranke the poyſon preparcd ky himſclfe tor another in a banquet , and 
ended his dereſtablc life. 15 notthis man abandoned by religion , wit , and reaſon , to 


ſecke to perſwade treachery with ſo weake examples? It he wil worke this way , [ct 
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vs oppoſe both againſt himand the like the experience of paſſed Ages, to ſet ( as it is 
ſayd)the Sun in Pl ſplendour before their eyes. | 
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I CE many times hath a ſhop neer vnto vertue ( as ſdyd Origen) and 
'G deceiucs merchants vnder colour of {clling good commodines, Craft 
A readily counterfeiteth wiſdome , and ſome there Wt alſo who make 
416 the wiſe to paſſe for ſubtile, But there is ſo much difference between 
them , as beetwen glaſſe and diamond. Craft is a falſe prudence, 
which maketh vſe of ſubtiltics againſt right and juſtice ; but true 
wiſdome, though it be ſubtile, is ncuer crafty : For it pretends nothing at al againſt 
uiticand __ conſcience. 
t you deſi tu 

what the Empereſſe Theodora did, one of the worthieſt women of her Age. She was 

marricd tothe Emperour Theophilus , an Herctike and a capital enemy to the honour 

of Images, which he torkad to be kept or eſteemed vpon paine of death. Notwithſtan- 
ding this pious Princeſſe , who mainteyned Religion in the Empire what ſhe might, 
and {weetned with much wiſdome the wild humours of her huſband , ſpared notto 
kaue in priuate pictures and holy Images, affording them a vencration, Tt 
happened one day , that Dender the Empcrour's foole , who played this part at Cours 
raher through natural Llackiſhneſſe then diſſimulation, came (as he was roaming yp 
and downe ) into the Emperefle's chamber , and tound her reucrencing thoſe Images. 
He fayled not iq dinner while to giue the Emperour notice of it , at whichtime he vſed 
tdentertaine him with a thouſand merriments, ſaying alowd , he found Mama (fo 
he called the Empereſlc ) with her babics , and that the was ſodainly ſurprized withir, 
Theophilus preſently douttcd it was Images his wite honoured , _ at the riſing from 
the table he ſought her our al foaming with anger , and asked were thoſe prppers 
were ſhe adorcd in the preſence of Dender ? Trucly we muſt confeſſe devour wemen 
haue ſometimes a merucilous dexterity to excuſe a buſyneſle ; for ſhe fodainly hit ypon 
{ handſome cuaſjon , which freed her from the importunity of her huſband; Fer in 
ficad of ſccmirg troubled and oucrgaken ſhe {miled very ſweetly , hauing therein an 
exceller.t gracc : Behold Sir (ſayth ſhe ) verily one of the prettyeſt knacks happened 
m your Court of a long time, This toole Dender , whoſtil doth ſomewhat worthy his 
ſame , came into my þ nary as I ſtood kctore my looking glaſſe with my wemen, 
and contuſcdly ſaw our faces repreſented in the glaſſe , he thoughtthey were Images, 
ib ſuLrile witryed he is. Is not this an excellenticaſt > Then cauling the foole to be 
akcn by the arme , they ſct him before the looking glaſſe, ſaying : How now Dender, 

ae not theſe thy babies? '] he Emperour was fo {urprized with the wity coneeit of a 

Glcx«ut 1-rincele, that he bclicued $he had reaſon, and al the matter was inſtanely 
wrned into laughter, ; 

| Itermenor Lis cxample a piece of craft , but a prudence, as the ſtraragemme of a 


merits which were handſome enough, he r—_—_ commanded euery one ſhould vn- 
doth, ard rake the apparrel of his tellow, That done , and al the ſoldiers being per- 
lwaded their caſlocks would not be (| pared by thote who put them-on ,they wrought 

n gaod carncſt , and very quickly performed the raske impoſed ypon them. 
This ought to be ſtiled with the name of wifdome rather then airy other title, But 
it 


Ire to know wary wiſdome and to diſtinguiſh it from ctaft , looke ypon The witty conceit 
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if we obſeruc what paſſerh in the worid , we ſhal find rhereare two ſorres of crafts, 
Some are politicke addreſſes and ſubtilties., which proceed not fully to iniuſtice : 
but which notwithſtanding ayme ar intereſt , at reputation and glory ty wayes not 
ſincere, 

So there are men who reſſemble thoſe houſes which haue goodly gates and moſt 
magnificent ſtayre-caſcs , but neuer a fayre chamber : they haue {ome {wectneſſe of 
ſpirit, ſome readyneſſe and prattle , which is neuer wanting , but no depth nor capa- 
city , yet wil ſcemeable among company ; which is the caule that not daring to exa- 
mine or ſolidly dcbate a point of doctrine, ora buſynefle , they preſently tiy to the 
concluſion and find hand{ome cualions. Others haue admirable tricks ro ſeeme wile, 
by making vſcof another man's labour, and like droanes eating the honey which the 
bees gathered. Other in handling affaires and ſecking to ger diſpatches , amuze and 
dazzle with varicty of diſcourſe ſuch as they negotiate with, tothe end toentrap the, 
Other to croſſe a buſyneſle cauſe ir to be propoled in the beginning by a man , who 
vndexſtands nothing thereof , of purpole togiue ſome il impreſſion of ir. Other breake 
off a diſcourſe they began vpon ſome matter , ro draw on the mote appetite, Others 
makea ſhew tohauc nothing leſſe in their thoughts then what they moſt defire, and 
lettheir mayne textes creep 11 inthe miner of a glofſe, Other haue ales & hiſtories in 
ſtore , wherein they can entold in couert termes , what they wil not openly affirme, 
Other in things important cauſe the toord to be ſounded by mem: of lefle note , and 
many (asit is 1ayd) pulthe cheſt-nuts our of the fire with the cats foot, 

Thele arci)icght marchandizes taken from the ſhop of worldly policy, which pro- 
cecd not ſofarre asto greatiniuſtice, But there are black and hydeous ſubrilties, which 
tend to the ſybuerſion of humane ſociety , and deſerye to be abhorred by al liuing 
men, 

Such were thoſe of Tryphon, (of whomit is ſpoken in the booke of Machdbees) 
Which were moſt fatal to the people of God, This wicked man , being the Tutour of 
yonug Antiochus , ſhewedhimſeltein the beginning very zealous in al which concer- 
ned the good of his ſeruice, and hauing a dcfigne to ſubdue $yria , he would fiſt 
haue ſurprized the Machabees , who were then very eminent in armes. But when he 
ſaw Tonathas come towards him with an army of fourty thouſand men , the foxe played 
his ordinary prankes , he receiued him witha pleafing countenance , and ouerwhiel- 
med him with heapcs of courteſies, He told him he defired to liue with him as a faith- 
ful brother, and that he accounted it too heauy a charge to keep ſo greatan army on 
foot in ful peace , which could not but be preiudicial to the repole othis people, That 
he might walke confidently eucry-where how he pleaſed , without any other armour 
then the amity of King Anrzochus , which was an aſſured buckler for al thoſe who 
would maketryal of his protection. This crafry companion not content with meer 
complements , caryed 1onathas into al the places of his charge with ſuch honour and 


reſpect, that he cauſed him tobe attended as himſelfe , making ſhew , that wher- - 


ſocuer he ſer foot , there roſes and lillies ſprang. Neuer doth any man take with a 
ſnare, vntil he haue ſome bayte ſurcable to the appetite of him who catcherh ar it, 
Tonathas a litle loued honour , and his ſenſes were dazled with the luſtre of pompes, 


and charmed with the ſweetneſſe of conuerſation in this ſubtile fellow. He belicud, ' 


he truſted, his whole army was caſhierd by the perſwaſion of a man who wiſhed him 
not wel, He onely kept a thouſand men with him to be as a gard, and entred with 
Tryphon imtothe citty of Prolemars, where he preſently ſaw himſelfe arrcited, and his 
ſoldiers cutinpieces. The Impoſtour deſirous to extend his plor further, wrot to Symon 
brother of Ionathas , that he ſhould not be troubled at what was paſt , and that his bro- 
ther was oncly detayned for ſome money due to the King , which being latisfyed he 
ſhould haue liberty , onely let him ſend him a hundred tallents of filuer with the two 
ſonnes of Tonathas in hoſtage,to bring the buſyneſſetothe period he defired. The poore 
$ymon who douted the plot, had more wiſdome to know him then force to auoyd 


bim, For fearing leaſt the people might murmur it he accepted not the waycs of 


accommodation propoſed , he {ent the money and children , whercof the one was dil- 
poylcd, the other maſſacred with their father , by the command of the treackerous 
Tryphon, 


both Kingdomc and hife,for hauing 
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Triphon. This factious and cruel man purſued his. plot tothe vſurpation of the dia- 
deme and di{patch of his pupil. But in the cnd after a raigne of two yeares,heauen,ele- 
ments, and men conſpiring againſt him , he was knocked downe likea rauenous 
;calt, and kurycd in ruines and publike deſolations. 

| would willingly know,to whom hath treachery cucr been fortunate 2 Was it to 
Saul, who after he had ſo many times promiled Did the (afety of his perſon, yer not 
ccaling, to periecute him was reduced to (uch neceffity of affaircs , that he flew hin:- 

{cite with his owne hands, leauing fvally his ſpoylcs to him whom he meant to bc- 

euilc:Was it to the ynhappy Ammon ,who vſeing treacheric to draw his ſiſter Thamar x, Reg. 1+: 

1:t2 hischaber & diſhonour her , was attcrward murdered at the table by his brother 

Abſulow Was itto Teab , who moyltned with his bloud the Altar whereunto he fled, 

aftcr he had layne Amaſas in (aluting him? Was it to Amaſis King of Fgypr,who loſt Herod. 1. 2; 
> iſted in another daughtcr then his owne, whom 

he teigned to giue in marriage to Cambyſes King of Perſia? 

So Many Impoſtours there haue been , who inal times ſought to viurp ſcepters Impoſtours ſurpri- 
and crownes by admirable inuentions : were they not al ſhametully ruined in the zed. 
raſhneſle of their enterprizes? Smerdes the Magician who had poſſeſſed the Kingdome 
of Perſia by tricks ar:d incomparable ſJeights , was he nottorne in pieces as a victime 
by Darius and other Princes? T he falſe Alexander,who rebelled vnder Demetrius Sorter, 
atter ſome ſucceſſe was he not vanquiſhed vnder Nicanvr , and {laine in Arabia? Av- 
chelaus, who called himſclte the ſonne of great Mirbridares , ouercome by Gabinins ? 

Anduſcus a man of no worth, who falſcly boaſting himicltero be deſcended from Per- 

ſeus Ring of Macedonia,and durſt contront the Roman's armes, was he not ſubdued by 

Merellus ? Ariarathres , who affected the Kingdome of Cappadocia by the ſame wayes, Val. 1. 9.c. 16. 
ſent ro puniſhment by Ceſar> The falſe Alexins, who durſt aſpire to the Empire of Nicer. 1. z. 
Conſtantinople,ilaine by a Prieſt with his owne ſword , vnder the raigne of Iſaacus An- 

gelus? 

Toſephus relaterh, that purſuing the ſame wayes , there was a yong Iew who had Falſe Alexander 
becn bred at Sydon, with the freed-man of a Roman Cuttyzen , who hauing ſome re(- diſcoucred, 
ſemblance of Alexander the ſonne of Herod, whom the father had cruelly put to death, 
feigned he was the ſame Alexander , ſaying thoſe to whom Herod had recommen- 
ded this ſo barbarous an execution, conceiued ſuch horrour art it, that they reſolued to 
ſaue him, yet to ſecure their owne liues vpon the command impoſed they promiſed to 
coceale him til after the death of his father;which was done, he remayning vakowne 
inthe Citty of Sydon : But that he was now returned as from the gates of death, to de- : 
mand his right, as being the indubitate and lawful heyre of the Kingdome. This Im- 
poſtour hat gayncd a tubrile fellow, a ſeruant of Herod's houſhold, who taught him 
althe particulars of the Court, the better to colour his counterfeiting. He lead the 
Beare through al the Citty with good ſucceſle,and great applauſe of the people, who 
embraccd this falſe Alexander as a man returned back from the other world. For be- 
ſides that the Jewes were credulous enough in any thing which flattered them , they 
were cuer much inclined to the race of poore Mariamne,whoſe ſonnethis man coun- 
terfeited to be : vnder this pretext he was very welcome into al the Citties where 
there were any Iewes,andthe poore Nation freely empoueriſhed themſclues to afford 
ſome reaſonable ſupport to this imaginary King, "—_ 

When he ſaw himſelfe ſtrong in —- and coyne , he was ſo confident as to goe 
to Rome to queſtion the crowne againſt Herod's other ſonnes, there wanted notthole, 
whereof ſome countenancing him by credulity, others through the deſire they had of 
altcration, bare him to the throne, He tayled not to preſent himſelfe before Anzuſtus 
Ceſar,the God of Fortune and diſtributour of crownes,thewing he had been condem- 
ned todeath by his owne Father through falſe rumours , but was dcliuercd by the 
goodnefle of the God he adored,and the merciful hands of the miniſters ofexecution, 
who durſt not attempr on his perſon;beſeeching him to pity a fortune {o wretched, 
and a poore King,who threw himſclfe at his feet as before the ſanctuary of iuſtice ov 
and mercy. Luery one {cemed already to fauour him, Bur Awgu/tus, a Monarch very 
penctrating,perceiucd this man taſted not of a Prince,for taking him by the hand he 
found 


if 
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found his skinc rough , as hauing heertofore exercized ſeruile labours, Heervpon 
the Emperour drew him alide, ſaying : Content thy ſelfe to have hitherto abuſed al 
the world ; but know thou art now before Auguſius, ro whom thou muſt no more 
tcl a lye then vato God. I wil pardon thee on condition thou diſcouer the truth- of 
chis matrer ; but if thou lyeſt in any one point thou art vtterly loſt, This man was 
ſo amazed with the luſtre of ſuch majeſty , that proſtrating himſclfe at his fert he 
Legan to confeſle al the impoſture, Auguſtus preceiued by the narration he wag 
none of the moſt daring in impoſture, & ſayd : Freind I giue thee thy lite cn condition 
thou ran{omc it in my galleys ; thou haſt a ſtrong body and canit wel laLour, the 
{ceptcr would hauc been too ful of trouble ; I wil haue thee take oare in hand, and 
liuc hereafter an honeſt man , without deceiuing any. As for the Doctour who had 
becn 'Tutour to this countertcit Alexander , the Emperour obſcruing him to be of a 
ſpirit more cratty , and accuſtomed to euil praCtizes , cauſed him ſpeedily to be pur 
to death, One might make a huge volume of ſuch 1mpoſtours , as haue been cn- 
rrapped in their tricks ; bur ſatisry your ſelfe with experience of Ages, and if you 
darc belicue me , take inal your atfaires a manner of proceeding noble , tree, lincere, 

nd truc, throughly perſwading your ſclte , whart the wiſe man ſayd , Thathe who 
gocs forward with limplicity walketh moſt confidently. 
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XII MAXIME 
OF REVENGE. 


' THE PROPHANE COVRT. .. THE HOLY COVRT. 


— —— 


3 | 
That it is good to raigne ouer men like a & _ That mildneſſe and pardon is the 
Lyon,C7 take rewenge,nit permitting frechfa- 3 beſt reuenge, 
2 
3 


wonrs to abolish the memory of old grieances. 


8. HIS maxime of the prophane Court more properly proceeds from 
(= the thrc..c of Tygres and Lyons, then the lips of men : but being 
LV; Ne harſh in execution ir is cuer diretul init's effe&ts. The experience of fs | 
ES Tiberiuces » Caligulaes, Nerots, Domitians, Herodes, 8 {o many other, _— _ _—_ 
Re - | oppoſeth common 
whohaueperſucd this with cuents ſo tragical & liues ſo monſtrous, (enſe, 
are fitleſſonsroconuince a hart , which yer retaineth ſome | —_ | 
Al power employed onely to hurr is euer pernicious , and hauing made hauock ir Notable verities, 

ref5ebleth the ruines of buildings, which ouerwhelme nor any bur ſuch as they opreſle 
by falling on them. Man is acrcature more tender then any other; and muſt be hand- 
lcd with much reſpect : Nor is there any bloud fo baſe , which ought not to be ſpared, 
as much as iuſtice and reaſon may permit. ; 

The moſt part of men in theſe miſerics and weakneſſes of nature, ſeldome hit vpon 
innocency , but by paſling through many crrours. He who cannot tolerate ſome one, 
baniſhcthal vertue. He muſt neceſſarily excuſe many things within himſclfe, whopar- 
dons nothing in another, If he thinke himlclfe a God , his nature ought tobe mercy ,8& 
ifaman , the expericnce of his owne faults ſhould render him more tauourable to the 
like in another. 

Itisa ſtrange folly tothinke greatly to proſper by rigour. For al donethrough feare 

being forced, can nor beof long laſting , vnleſſethe courſe of humanity faile. The ſa- 
uage beaſt is then much to be dreaded , when he ſecs the knife of one Fde and rayles 
on the other, There is no ſtrength ſo feeble , which becomes nor fierce vpon the defen- 
fue, within the limits of neceſlity. A man who menacecth euery one with blowes of a 
cudgel, ſword, or fire, ſhould remember heis not a Briarexs with an hundred hands, & 
hath but one life. Now Eecomming cruel and incxorable he makes himſelte an enemy 
ofal mankind , which hath ſo many hands and ſo many liucs. Such an one thinkes he 


15wel accompanyed in reucnge, who ſhal fhnd himlelfe al alonein peril, 


Then let vsheer ſay,there is nothing (o ſoueraigne forthe gouernment of men,as the The ſcopcofthe 
lone of a neighbour, clemency , and pardon, and that the characterof an excellent na- diſcourſe, 
ture isto forgiue al other, ſo muchas reaſon may permit, & topardon nothing in him- 
{:1%. Loue 1s the firſt law of aature , and laſt accompliſhment of our tchcuy. Loue Excellency of loue. 
from al eternity burneth in the tofome of the lining God : and it he breath with his | 
Word, ashe doth with a reſpiration; ſubſtantial , he breathes nought bur louc. He reſ- 
pircth this loue by neceſſity within himſelfe , he inſpiceth it by grace our of himlelfe, . .. 
and laſtly drawesal to himſclfe by loue. The worthy S. Dyoniſius wthe booke of di- v2 ot 
uine atributes diſtinguitherh three ſorts of louc , one is called circular, the other loue Lon ice CIS 

d; | in 
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ia right line , andthe third oblike, Circularloue properly 1s that which caryeth the 

{oulc withful flight intorhe boſomeof God , and there holds it as in a [weet circle of 

rauiſhing contemplarions , which tranſport it from perfection to pertccton , nener 

finding end or beginning inthe Diuinity. LOucin a right line 1s that which tends di. 

reCtly to creatures by wayes not onely lawful & lawdable,louing r1C tor God ,of Ged, 

& in God,but wayes likewiſe eaſy, & ycalding ronatural inclinations. Oblike loue js 

thar, which holdcth of both the other, and which imitating the Angeis of Jacobs ladder 

climbes to God by creatures , and deſcends to creatures by the louc of God. Bur behol4 

a louc of enemics commanded by God, which ſeemeth not comprized in.this diuiſion, 

ſomuchit ſceketh out wayes alicnated & inacceſſible ro nature; yet I 1itend to fſheyy, 

itmay be found in thethird part of this liſt, and thatit is a loue , which Ly the loue of 

Three proofs of God deſcendeth ynto the Joue of man, to louc him according to God : Aloue which ] 

this diſcourſe. mairtayneto be poſſible , glorious , and neceſſary in three proots that thal make three 
heads of this ditconrle. 

Firſtreaſon, peſſi- 2+ Todeny the poſſiLility of the louc of cnemics, 15to bely the Ghol; pel and reaſon; 

bility of the loue the Ghoſpel which commandcthir , reaſon which tortifyerhrhe iuſtice of the comand- 

of enemies. mcnt, The words ſpoken by our Sauiour , Lowe your enenves , 1s not a counſel bur a 

_ mime commadment:{o explicatcth the Councel ot Carthage the fourth chap. 93-the Counce| 

of Agde Can.22.and al holy Fathers , who lent the light of their ſtile to rhe firſt light 
in the Ghoſpel. Now to ſay God commandcth a thing impoſſiblezisto make a tyranny 
of the Diuinity , and t»make a God like to the cruei dukeof Mnſcouia named Baſilides 
who commandcd trom his ſ{ubiccts a tribute of {weat andot nightingales inthe midſt 
of winter, 

Right of nature, Reaſon dictateth to vs this commandment is nor onely of diuine right, but of na- 
ture; ſo farre isit trom teing contrary to nature , that to ſpeake naturally , we wdge 
that ſhould be done to out neighbour we would haue done to our {clues ; and we de- 
ſire ro be beloued by al the world , yea by thoſe whom we haue offended; we then ne- 
ceſſarily conclude, we are ound to loue thoſe who haue done vs fome iniury. Beſt 
des, we wel ſcethat to ſecke reuenge by proper authority is to deſtroy the right of 
nature , andto make of a ciuil lite, the lite of a Cyclop , which were to haue no other 
realon then ſtrength , nor limit but the ſword, 


OY 


Anſwer to an ob- Some wil lay ut were good , could loucas eaiily be put on asa ſhirt, but if we hane 
iefction, much adoc to louc things indifterent ,hov can we ailect bad and oftcntiue ? Loue cuer 


purlueth good asthe ſhadow the body , and God whomade both loue and natureywil 
not that ut 1<trie it-{elte ynleſle there be ſome attractive or appearance of good , which 
uuitcth it to loue, Now whatis louely in an cnemy, in whole perſon al is odious, yea 
the very name? Behold how carnal Philoſophy with ſtrong paſſions , and weake rea- 
ſons , {trik«s attheetcrnal Word; as if inthe worft man in the world there could fot 
eucr Le tound lome thing which may be an ol.icEt of reaſonable Joue, We are not c6- 
ſmile ob. Ge & 3mni manded ro aticct himw:th a loue of tenderueſfc » but of reafon. Itis not ſayd, you mult 
bond proxima {fii. loue him as vicious, you muſt endeare him as 1NJurious of wicked for that were to 
Eccl. 13. 19. torce nature ; but we are commanded to loue him as a man, to loue him as a Chriſtian, 
to louc him as the worke of God, andas a creature capable of life eternal : Al hings 
in che world ( {aydan Ancicit) hauetwo handles, and two faces. Take a good hoid- 
fait , looke on the good countenance , and you ſhal find that ealic which you thought 
impotiible. 

Let vs alſo paſſe with Diuinity to a reaſon moreeminent, and ſay ir is not a thing 
againſt nature to louc aLoue nature, by the commandment of him who made nature. It 
is asked whethera creature can naturally loue God mivre then it-ſelfe, fince al that na- 

eAmicabilie ad alze- turc Joueth,it loues asa thing vnited to u(elke,accordingrothe ſaying of Philoſophers: 

rum ſumemr ex ard al wel conſidered, the moſt learned Diuincs anſwer that the ſoule of man remay- 

amicabilibus ad ſe, _. hs > - Ih wag 

Arif. Echic 1,8, . Pig within the liſtes ot natural reaſon, ſhould loue the Creatour more then it's ovyne 

c. 4. lite, becauſe naturally the wil wel rectitycd hath a ſtrong inclination to it'send which 

N, Tho, z, 2. q. 26. isthe foucraigne Good , and the ynderitanding neceſlarily indgeth the ſub{iſtence of 
eſſence increate and independent , ought rather to be preſerucd then that of eſſence 
create.And it that be done by wayes of nature , how may one ſay it is againſt nature to 
louc an enemy , when there is the @mmandment and honour of Godin nt? 


Omne animal niligie 


Nay 
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- much difficulty therein , and rhar on the othgr {ide there is nothing to be done bur to 


who knowes bow paticrtly to ſuficr an injury, The maximes of the world ccaſe not tromthe glory of 


OFF KREVTAMNGE IT3 


Nay it is ſo much otherwiſe , that I wil adde a reafon which perhaps may ſeeme 
ſtrange , kurt it is vndoubted true. I ſay it is much more hard to loue one's {elfe wel, 
then anencmy. For I beſeech you , why was itthat the Sonne of God fo much ſpake, & remarkeable 
labourcd, wept, and bled, if not toteach how we ſhould aptly loucour ſclues? And conſideration. 
wherctorc were ſo many Saints fifty , yeathreeſcore yearcs at {choole in deſerts , but to 
learnethis hard leſſon 2 And who hatheuer thought any thing more difficult tobe rc- Seife-loue ver- 
reſſed then ſejfe-loue , which powerful in fury andimporent withinit-ſelfe , forger- hard to be re- 
ful of God and ſtil mindiul of it's owne intcreſts , euer glottonous and ſti] hungry, Proven 
ſwallowcth like a guiph , ſweepesalong likea torrent , bcatcth downe like thur.der, 
and in the end is burycd in the ruines it made? _ 
It wel to loue ones {ele this monſter be neceſſarily to be tamed, who ſees nor there is 


loue the guitt of God in man, which cannot be il but in your imagination? Why create 
weſo many impedimentsinthe loue of an enemy, & find none inthe loue of our ſelues? 
Were it not natural, why inthe Law of nature did Cato ſmilingly wipe away tough EFe&: of the loue 
phlegme which an enemy ſpit on his face , when he pleaded a caule ? Why was Socye- of enemyes inthe 
ges contcnt,hauing recciucd a blow cn the check from an inſolent man, to ſet ouer his Lav of nature. 
head the {croulcvſedon ancient rables : Lycus faciebat? Why did Augnſtas in an abſo- Senee, 1, 3,046 14 
Jure & ſoueraigne power of reuenge, tolcrate with tomuch courteſy a certaine writer 2 
named Timagenes , whopcrpctually Larked againſt him 2 Traytours that we are to na- 
ture , ſoto coucr our negicet and weakneſſe with the pretext of vature. 

3- Let vs yet addc more torce totruth,and more {cope to our pen. Ler ys enter into g,_..4 :.. 
theſecor.d point of this diſcourſc, which teacheth vsthe greatneſle and glory of a man proofs : —_— __ 


to perſecutc vs, and lay : That by toleratins 4 firſt affront 4 ſecond 1s prowked , that mild- pardon, 

neſſe & manſuctude ſerue as matter of mirth to inſolency , and that a man nener jomuch vnder- 

valewerh him ſelfe as by publishing h1s litle courage in the renenge of an affront. Echold goodly 

propoſitions, which ſooft haue drawne bloud out of the vcynes ot France intheſe de- 

teſtable duels , nouriſhing afterward couert hatred & cucrlaſting auer{ior.s, O 1gno- 

rantthat we are of God's greatneſſe , and euer vnfaithful to his word ! We fearc Þ 

pardoning to be contemucd , when the onely reaſon which God yicth inthe Ghoſpel © 

toper{ſwade ys vnto pardon, is the excellency and glory deriued from this action. For Vs fitis fily —_ 

he ſaith, Ir 7s the meanes tobe. one the children of God , who cauſeth his Sun to shine vpon the pn A —_ + 

gode7 the bad , and who letes bus showers fal as wel anthe offenders as the innocent. cit oriri ſi-p- bonos 
W hat Leauty, what luſir« , what ipledour to enter into the number of the childrT of & malos , & p'm 

God! What clcuatis tobe tranſported with fu] flight into cofornntics with the On nvi-/vper mftor & in- 

potent ! The Prophet Eſa: ſaith, God meaſureth the waters with his fiſt , and peyſerh _ wig w yo 

the heauers 1n the palme ot his hand ; to l1gnity he goeth with a ſhut hand to puniſi;- . 

ments , lignitycd by the waters , but proceeds with the whole extent of his geedrefſe 

toreward , repreſented Ly the heauerss. T heraine-bow ,which God hath taken for the 

fmLole of his reconciliation with man , cnuironeth the throne of his Majcſty in the 

Apocalyps : and it is a cw withoutarrowes ( layth $S. Ambroſe) toinſtruct vs, this Ambrof. 16.deerca 

duine Majcſty is ſweet and peaceful, Soin the Prophet Zxzechiel ater the deſcriprion & Noe 17. 

of this terriEle cloud, which ſerues as a chariot for the God of Hoaſts, you read thele word mooring 

words : (4) Aud vpwardaface ſmiling with light; where Theodotion (as ſayth S. Hieromc) ,,,,, " Re gn. 

tath traſlated : (b)7 he weſt hath rhe higheſt place with the Creatour qmcanivg,the mildnetie ferie, 

of weſterne winds , and coolenefle trom {cortchings, is in the pauillon ot glory,w here 2) Ee ſirſum quaſs af 

this Soucraigne Monarch inhabiteth. O wonder !' God, whois a Soueraigne Majeſty, Aw | 

Soucraigne Greatneſle, and Soucraigre Juſtice , ſhewed himſelfe in al times fo patient & he in ſupern; 

toſ{ufler men, who are the worſt ot al cuils, that he had ratker we doubred his Diui- 

riry , then make any queſtion of his mildneſſe : he had rather that by ſo patiently 

tolerating ſuch infidels and finners the lipsof blaſphemers ſhould recciue encourage- 

ment to {ay theres no God, then ty taking revenge on cuery ſinne in the heate of crime, ag fe Dus, 

it ſhould be truely ſayd there is a God, but he is cucr armcd with Ightnings, and is | 

macceſſible ro the miſeries of men , as thoſe mountaynes which al tiamiug caſt out 

their cntraylcs. O Prodigie!God makcth it ſo great a matter to pardon aniniury = hc Tertul, depat, cz 

gr rather 
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rather permittcth his eſſence to be touched then his clemency; his title of Godto be ta- 
ken away then the glory of pardon : Shal we then place greatneſſein reuenge? 

How many Pyratecs are there , to whom God daily openct\ ſeas > How many Idola. 
ters, for whom he cauſerh ftarresro giue light , fountaines to {treame, corne to groy, 
harueſts co become ycalow , and vines to ripen 2 How many vngrateful childrey, 

: Who take benefrs from him as hogs doe accornes , by grumbling againſt the tree 
which gaue them , and neuer caſting an eye to heauen 2 God norwithitanding ſuffe. 
reth them, and confoundes their ingratitude by continually conferring fauours, in ;n 
abſojute power of reuenge. 
| Whar anſwer weto that 2 Shal we make it our glory to doe like the filly mouſe, 
"lf which bites that which pincheth her, or rather imnarte the pertectionsof God , who 
ll neuer appeares ſo great as in pardoning gyeat injuries? What may we hope in reuenge 
but to enter intothe community of a brutiſh life 2 That 1s 1t beares doe , tygers , ſer- 
pents, and ſo many other.creatures , which employ their teeth , hornes , poyſon , and 
al the armesthey hauc from nature to purſue revenge : Yet many times they meaſure 
| It by the neceſſity of their defence ; but to pardon an vngrateful man and an enemy, 
is to goe out of our elements and the balc drofſe of earth , to enter into a ſphere of 
['/ glory and light , tobe rankedin the number of ſoucraigne beanties , to be an aſſo- 
clate with ſo many noble and illuſtrious {oules , who hauc in al Ages placed their 
| glory on aCtionsof mildneſſe and patience. 
Goodly company Letvs 1 pray youentcr into it with a firme footing and a bright forehead. There 
of COurtegus. ſhal we ſee Moyſes at the feet of the Takernacle ropray, and almoſt Lind vp the hands 
of God, to ſtay the courſe of his reucnge againſt thoſe who perſecuted him euen to 
the Tabernacle, There ſhal we ſec an Aaron inthe majeſty of his Prieſtly hat.it bea- 
ring al the world , with the inccnſory and Sacrifice in hand to appeaſe the anger of 
fl God againſt his perfecutours, when heaueE was al on fire ouer their heads, & the carth 
became a gulph vader their feet to ſwallow them, There ſhal we fee a David tear 
ho.ourauic wounds , which the enuenomed tongue of Semei had throwne on his re- 
putation , and to mount vnto the throne of Saul by the ſteps of patience, witneſkd 
M, in luficring Sal. '] here thal we fee al the Martyrs laden with torments, openirg as 
1 many mouths as they had wounds to beg pardon for-rhofe who periccured them, 
andinthemidlt of ai the Martyrs , Jeſwes , the great and faithful wiracſte , quickning 
by ciiuton ot his bloud eucn thole who thed his. TFitere Frally ſhal we {ee Conftar- 
rine laughing at his ftatues they ſtoned, a Theodoſeus pardoutng tuch as dragged his, 
an Andronicys , whoatihe taking of a City cmbraceQin fight of al the world hun, 
Who molt cagetly had oppoled him with at manner of outrage. 
Let vs now iudge which is moſt glorious, cither roenter by pardoning intothe moſt 
A [/ noble and generous ſociety , of in ſeeking revenge to become of the number of cer- 
raine wranglicrs, ruffians , men of the damncd crew, and laſtly creatures the moſt bru- 
rith in the world, wholly inclinedto reuenge. , 
Third paint of rea- 4, Let vsconclude finally with the third reaſon, and withal ſay, that to pardon in- 
ſons, drawne from jurics is not ſo much aneleCtion of verrue, as a necethty of ſaluation, ſince God wil not 
neceſlity. b; we hope remiſſion of our tinnes but en condition we banniſhthe refſentment of inw- 
- + 1:-0oaggf fn ies, Necſlity of faluation, fince prayer and ſacrifice, eſſential pattsof ourſaluation, 
V ade prix reconci= Cannot ſab{i{t withour the pardon of our neighbotr, And parſuing this precept we 
ljari frarriewo, & haucatradition fromthe Hebrewes which fayth : He who being entreated to pardon, 
rwnc veniens offer qfter warning giuen before competent witnefles,if he ſhewed himſelte inexorable was 
21 (04 ſurnamedas witharitke of infamy the Sinner , and held as one excommunicate,as arot- 
ten member, and cut off from the focicty of the faithſul. I likewiſe ſay , neceflity ot 


ſaluation , fince according to $, Anguſtine, without this yertue al devorion 15 but hy- 


Auguſt.ſuper Toan, pocriſy , al religion blaſphemy , andal taith infideliry, | 

homil.10. To what purpsſe 15 it ( ayththisPrelat) ro belieue and blaſpheme , to adore Godin hts head 
Quid prodeft quin , and blaſpheme him in h1s members? God lomerh bis bedy which is bis Church ; if you dl ſſener 
_—_ _—_ cog your ſelfe jrom his body , he wil not for al that for ſtke bis owne members. Heare you n9t the 
pite, blaſphemas in head which ſpeakerh ro you from heawen , ſayin; : 0 Man ,it is im vayne thou honoureſt me, 


corpore, Oc. hating thy neighbour ? If any one , whiljt he 1s giums thee low obeyſſance with hts head, 


tread 


vpon both the knees , by thote who wil nor ſee nor ſpeaketo any that haue comirted 
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tread on thy foot , thou wauldjt in micl}} of 0! his complement cry ont: $ir youkart me. 

V\ hat 1sthere C\ ther more POW crtul or periwatiuc ,thenthcte reaſons? Yet not- The horrour, and 

withſlayding among {0 many l1ghtnings and thunders which encompaſle vs on cuc- <2Ptulion of re- 
ry {ide tha arctoie found infoie many black ſoulesinthe world , which praftife —__ 
barred , fore in fecret, ſome in pullike, end makevants to cternize their reuengein 
the enerlaftingnes of their purithments, Whata hourrour isit to {ce a man , who ke- 
ſon2!;: 1d catreated with alcarneſtnefſe to pardona brother who hath offended him, 
anlvwcreth vwith difdainc, turious and intolerable, he wil neuer agree nor hold cor- 
relvondence with him , no more then with a T»rke or Moore > Ah Barbarian ! Shur VP 
that mouth , vahappy crcaturc , and neucr open it, at leaſt neuer open it before the 
wounds of Chriſt which bleed againſt thee, "Thou wilt cmbrace no other ireindſhip 
with thy brother bur ſuch as may be tound between Turkes and Moores. Lyecr that 
thou art,{ecke yer out words more outra glous to expreſſe the gal of thy palſlion : For, 
if thou knowelt it not , Twhkes and Moores rctayne the amutics and ſenſe of man, 
whercot thou art difpotled, 7whkes eucn inthe general deſolation of Moores , entertai- 
ned tem into their Countreys, and aftorded them helps, which thou haſt denyed thy 
flesh and bloud. If that ſecme worthy of thee, takea turbant , and become a Torke : 
But when thou haſt pur iton , yer ſhalt thou hnd lawes which wil oblige the@to loue 
a man, I he T4rkes haue their Behiram, a caſt whercin they pardon al unurics; & wilt 
thou turne Twketo retaine an tuury ? Outof God's Church , out of the ſociety of men, 
out ol nature ,bloudy monſter as thou arr. Where wilt thou any longer hind place in 
the world , when thou once haſt pulicd done the Altars of CICmency? 

That allo which is ſpoken incholler and haſty precipitation , might {ceme par- 
donzllcin repentance , were it not there are ſome who in cold bloud foſter ſuits , and 

zmmortal pertinacitics , and which 1s worlt » Many times in publike ſhewing a faire 
face , in {Ccrer they transhxe the hart of a poore man like vnto witches,they rippec vp 
the towels of wite and children, to fatisfy a revenge. Barbarous man, eate , rather 
eate the miſerable harr, then picrce it perpetually with thy infernal bodkins. I would 
in the reſt be {lent , if there were nor women, who being infirme in al things, ger 
diabolicyy ſtrengh for reuenge. What may we ſay of a creature of this ſexe , who 
being very ſlightly oftended by another of the ſame ſexe, whilſt ſhe, aduiſed by her 
Contcliour , diſpoſed her (elte to al dutics of ſatisfaction , the other looked on her 
with a Gorgons eyc,and foaming withanger ſpitefully reuiled her with bloudy words, 
ſo that nothiag now remayned but to take her by the haire and drag her on the 
foarc; which violence repreued by other , the repeatcd the burden of the old ballad, 
Tharthc withed her not il, but would neuer {cc hc ragaine, Inhumane & furious crea- 
tire a Megera, nota Woman , What mouth il you heerajter Ering to the Altars, 
which you tecmeto honour? Hauc youany other then thar, by you polluted with this 
poy ſonous choller? W hat hart remayncs in you for God?ls rhcre any part of it not ftec- 
pedin gal:Whar expect youatthe howcr ofdeath,& inthe inſtant of your ſoules ſepe- 
ration , but that God repcate vnto you your oWNne words : I withthee no1l, I wil not 
pur thee vyponthe wheele northe rack, I hauc neyrher raſorsnor flames to tormet thee; 

Eur thou ncucr ſhalt ſee my face? Wilt thou then cheruth quarrels , maintayne fides, 
ſpread rumours cyther true or falle , ſecretly vndermine the fortune of men , and 

make thy ſelfe as incxorableto reconciliation , as thou art inflexible to reaſon: Lord | = 
hauc mercy on-vs , a cruel Angel wil be ſent againſt thce , an il luit commenced , a —_ Ai 
ruiaous buſyneſle , a redious lickneſſe, a loſſeot geods, a contuſion of vnderitanding, crudelis mutetuy con- 
and then ſhalt thou ſee , whether fire being in the foure corners of thy houſe , thou tre cum. 

ſtil rcrayneſt the itch of revenge, : Prouerb, 6, 

Bur, you gencrous ſoulcs, march on by vnion to the chicte of vnitics,and thinke 
rhe onely reuenge , 1s wel to be reucuged on your lelte. It, as I haue ſhewed , par- 
don be poſſible, glorious, & ncceſſary, why toment we our curiotities tocnflame our 
feaucrs?Letvs _ away thelc lilly humane re(pects,this |Eder pride, which otte broo- 
deth vnder ſilken deuotions, & which is the caulc that God is daily beheld & adored 


Kg {ome {lighr 
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Night indiſcrcrion , whilſt feigning to honour God the Maiſter with lippes, the jer- 
uaut within the hart 15 ſtrangled, 

Goodly confidera- Say (o Chriſtian ) ſry to thy ſelfe : AmT more powerful in my ſmal family then God in the 
tions ro pacity the wauerſe? Hedaily endurcth ſo many miuries , not threatuing mortals with his thunders ; what 
mip. am I , who hane eaves ſo tender * Many haue forgiuen their deaths , and [ cannot pardo: a col 
countenance , a ſilly word , a ſlender negligence. Is1t a child , 15 it a young man hath offended: 
Vide Senec. de Ira. age excuſeth him ; is it a woman ſexe ; aſtranger? liberty 3 4 frend? familtariry. He hathof- 
ended, hehath diſpleaſed thee once , and how many other times hath he done thee good ofjices? 
But thrs is not the ſirſt time ; ſo much the berter shal we beare , what we already baue ſuffered, 
'Cuſtome of iniurics is 4 good Miſtreſſe of patience, Heis 4 freind ,be did what he would not ; if 
| > I an enemy , he hath done according to the world , what he ought. If he were wiſe , be bath nu 
done it wit | out reaſon ; if ſimple , he deſerues compaſion. Who eur bit a dogg . becanſe be was 
bitten by a dogg? Or who ener entred into 4 combat of kicking with a Mule? If be did it in an- 
ger , let vs giuehim leyſure to come to himſelfe , and he w1l corre(t himſelfe without our tjou- 
ble to gine aſsiftance. If it be a ſupericur or man of eminent quality , let vs ſuſſer that which 
God hath ſet oner vs ; if a perſon of baſe condition , why by ſtriuing againſt hum , sbal we makg 
 bim aur equal? What pleaſure hath a woman whoje hands are ſo dilicate , ts ſecke to fowle them 
with crushing flyes and catrerpillers?* Let vs refle&t on the cariace of humane things , we are 
al faulty , and linc among errours. There 1s no wiſe man whom ſowe md ſcretions eſcape mt, 
We 5shal neuer line content , if we learn not to excuſe 1m another what om ſclues are. Are we 
not ashamed to exercize in a life ſo short eternal emnities ? Behold death comes to ſeperate vs, 
although we forcibly hold one anotherby the throte : let vs gine alitle truce to our reaſon ,Ivbe 
70 our vnderjtanding , and reſt to our ashes. 1 E $ v $ inhis laſt words recommended for ginmeſe 
to vs , moyſtned with his teares , and bloud : Goe we about to teare his Teſlament , that we after- 
wrd may pul bis [mazes in pieces? The blowd of Inſt Abel ftil bubleth on the earth , and is w- 
renen-ed ; +hal we then ſeeke 10 rewenzeit? O my God, we vtrerly renounce it with al our bars, 

and are ready to ſeale peace with eur bloud,, that by thy bloud thoumaiſt ſigne our mercy. 
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Z== HERE is nothing more certaine then that he who {cel&es reuenge 
7 ſhal find the God of reuenge. It followeth thoſe who purſue it, and 
[GG when they thinketoexercize it on others , they feele irtalling on their 
FR & owne heads, Itis onely proper to baſe and infamous ſpirits to cndea» 
S? uour to glut themſelues 1n bloud, and to delightin the miſeriesof mor- 

tals , but ſoules the molt noble arc ever beautityed with the rayes of clemency. 
Fhadr, Theophilus , one of the moſt bloudy Empcrours that cucr ware the diademe, an 
Theophilus ablou« enemy Eoth of heauen andearth, of Saints and men , as he had liucdon gal, would 
dy Emperour. end inbloud, He felt his foule on his lipps fiying from him , and ſaw death ncer at 
hand , which he could not eſcape. It was time,he ſhould now yeald vp lite to others, 
when it appeared he could no more take it from them: But this wicked man holding at 
that time Theophobus,one of his prime Captaines,cmpriſoned in his owne Pallace,v,on 
certaineicalouties concciucd he was too able a man, and wel worrhy of Empire,com- 
manded a litle before his death , to haue h1s head cut off ; & cauſing it to te brought to 
his bed fide, he tooke it by the haire, helditalong time in his hands , ſo much was he 


pleaſed withthis maſſacre; then ſeriouſly beholding it he cryed out : 1r #5 zrae, 1 5hal n0 
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longer be Theophiius,nor art then any more Theophobus. And many timcs repeating theſe 
words,he yealded vp his damned ghoſt like a rauenous wolfe , which paſſed from 
bloud to infernal flames, although certaine reuclations ſpake of his dehiucrance, Be- 
hold how hautvg taken in his youth cuil habits of cruelty and reuenge,he perſcuered 
in thcm to his death , being befides moſt vntortunate and infamous in al his entcr- 
prizes. | 

Bur contrarywilc, it is obſcrucd al great-ones diſpoſed to clemencie , hauc been 
vcry glorious and moſt happy bctore Ged and men, I could hecr rcherſe very many, 
yct purſuing our defigne I reſt contented with relation of a notable pardon giuen by 
a Qiicen ro a Prince,on a friday in memory of our Sauiour's Paſſion, 

It cannot be ſayd , but that ſo much the greater and more outragious iniuriesare,ſo 
much the more difficult 1s their pardon,cipecially when one hath tul power of reuege 
in his hands, Now the iniury whereot we ſpeak« was the death of poorc Conradmas, 
which wel conſidered in al it's circumſtances rendreth this clemency whereof I in- 
tend to ſpeake much more admirable, Know then this Prince,ſonne of the Emperour 
Conradus, went into Ital; with a huge army to detend the inheritance of his Ance(- 
tours,pretending it to Le vniuſtly viurped Ly the wily practiſes of Charles of Anon. 
He fiood at that time in the midſt of his armyes , ſparkling like a ſtare, ful of fire 
and courage, when Pope Clement the fourth ſecing him paſſe along with ſo much No- 


bility,ſayd : Alas,what goodly viftimes are led tothe Altar ! His valourin the tender- 


neſſc of his age, was as yctmorc innocent then wary,and he had to doe with a Cap- 
tine, whom warrclike expcrience had made more {ubtile inthis profeſſion. 


= . 


Charles being ready to giue him bartcl , reſolucd it was beſt to weary out this He gave barrel to 
yong vigour, & to afford himthe bayte of ſome ſucceſſe in appearance, the more eaſi= Charles of Anjo-.. 


ly ro draw him into his ſnare, He gaue the leading of one part of his army to a Cap- 
taine of his called Alardys, commandirg him to Leare al the royal ciffignes, as it he 
had Ecen Charles ot Amor's perion. Conradinus thinking he had nothing to doe bur 
to conquer what he {aw Ectore his cyes , tcr decition ot the difference aduanced his 
troups, which talling like a tempeſt vpon the enemics , quickly diſpatched Alardas, 
who was {Jaine in the battel, as ſome hiſtories record, carying from al this oftent of 
regallity a taral glory into a romb. 

This yong Mars,luppoling the warre endedby the death of his Aduerſary,preſently 
proclaymed victory,at which time Charles of Anjos, who lay hidden in a trench with 
the actiucit rroupes as yet very treſh,came ſodainly vpon him. He did al that for his 
defence, which a braue ſpirit might in an cuil fortune, But his army bcivg cut in pic- 
ccs he was enforced to {auc himiclte, after the loſſe of twelue thouſand dead in the 

lace, | 
| His calamity cauſed him to change the habir of a King into: that of a horſe-kce- 
per for his greater ſecurity,ſo much he feared to ke knowne by thoſe, who would de- 
cide the dint of warre by his bloud. He embarked with his cout Frederick of Auſ- 
hid, to paſſeynto Piſa , committing himlelte in this diſguizcd hakir to a Pilot , who 
much importuned him for his hyre, He had not then about him eyther bread or mo- 
ney,ſo that he was conſtrayned to pul off a ring , and leauc it in pledge to the Pilot 
toafſure che debt. He ſeeing theſe yong men ot a graceful garke, and conſidering this 
iewel was not a wealth ſuteable to their habit, doubted ſome trick, and gaue notice to 
the Gouernour,a crafty man, who complying with the timcs , layd hold of the Prin- 
cs and put them into the hands of the Conquerour, 


Charles of Anjou much tearing this yong Lyon , forgat al generoſity to ſeruc his His ſentence and 
owne turnc,and did a moſt baſe act, derefted by al ynderſtandings that haue any hu- death, 


manity : which is,that hauing kept Conradinus a whole yeare ina {trajght priſon , he 
aſſembled certaine wicked Lawyers to decide the cauſe of one of the nobleſt ſpirits 
athat time vnder kcaucn, who to ſecond the paiſicn of their Maſter rendercd the 
lawcs criminal,and ſerucd themſclues of written right to Kil a Prince contrary to the 
law of nature,iudging him worthy of death, io that ({ayd they) he diſturbed the peace 
of the Church,ard a{pired to Empire, A ſcaffold was preparcd ina publike place, al 
tanged with red,where Conradinns is brought with other Lords. A Protonctary _ 
| L 4 thc 
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ried afrer rhe ancient faſhion mounterh into a chayre ſer there for the purpoſe , and 
aloud pronounceth the wicked ſentence, After which Conradinnus rayling himſelte, & 
caſting an eye ful of feruour and fHames on the Judge ſayd : Baſe and cruel fine 4s thay 
art to open thy mouth ty condemne thy Soutraigne. : 

It was a lamentable thing to ice this grear Prince on a ſcaffold.,in fo tender yearcs, 
wile as an Apollo,beautitul as an Amazon, and valiant as an Achi[{es,rolcauc his head 
vnder the {word of an Executioner in the place where he hoped to crowne it, He cal- 
led heaucn and carth ro bcare witneſſe of Charles his cruelty , who vnſcen beheld 
this goodly ſpectacle from an high turrer, He complayned that his goods raken from 

Q——- him,they ro:bed him of life as athiefe, that the bloſſome of his age was cur of bythe 
| hand of a hangman, taking away his head to bereaue him of the crowne;laſtlythrow- 
ing downe his glouc demanded an account of this inhumanity. Then ſeeing his 
Coulin Fridericks head to fal before him, he togke 1t, Kiſſed it, and layditro his bo- 
ſome,asKking pardon of it,as if he had been the cauſe of his diſaſter,inhauing becn the 
companion of his yalour. This great hart wanting teares ro deplorc it-ſclfe, wepr oucr 
a ſreind, and finithing his ſorrowes with {his lite, ftrerched our his neck to the Mi- 
niſter of iuſtice. Behold how Charles, vvho had been treated with al humanity in the 
priſons of Sarazins,vſcd a Chriſtian Prince : ſotruc it proues that ambirion ſecmerh 
ro blot out the character of Chriſtianity , to pur in the place of it ſome thin g work 
then the turbanr. 8 
This death lamented through al the world , yea which maketh Theaters ſtil 
mourne , ſenſibly ſtruck the hart of Queen Conſtantia his Aunt , wife of Perer of Ar- 
Y4g0n, She bewayled the poore Prince with teares which could neuer be drycd vp, as 
one whom ſhe dearely loucd , and then againe repreſenting to her ſelfe ſo many ver- 
tues and delights drowned in ſuch generous bloud,and fo vnworthily ſhed , herhan 
diſfolued into ſorow. But as ſhe was drenched in tearcs , ſo her huſband thundred in 


q MOD arme ; 
Collenutius hiſtor. $ LO TeUENgC his death, 


Neapol. 1. 5. c. 4 He rigged out a ficet of ſhips , the charge whereof he recommended to Roger de 
. . .* id . x L P__=_ : C Bn L _ «. / 

& 5. Toria,toailaile Charles the {ccond,Prince of Salerno, onely ſonne of Charles of Anjou, 

whocommanded in the ab{cnce of his tather, "The admiral of rhe Arragoman taylcd 

. = 6 _ of , Not toencounter Lim,and fought ſo furioufly with him, that hauing ſunke many of 
aries Ot /AnJo "WY ; o ; ; : d 

3 joan Jt his ſhips, he rooke him priſoner and bronghr Tim into Szcrly , where Queen Con- 


flantia was , expecting the euent of this Latte}, She fayled not to caule the heads of 
x many Gentlemen to be cut oft in reucnge ct Conradinus , 10to moylten his ashes with 
the bloud of his enemies. Charles the King's onely fonne was let a-part with nine 
principal Lords of the Army ,and letr rothe diſcretion of Conſtantia. Her wound was 
ſtil al bloudy , and the greatelt of the Kingdome counltclicd her ſpeedily to put to 
death the ſonne of her capital enemy , yea the people nutined for this execution: 
Which was the cauſethe Queen hauing taken order tor hisarraignment , and he ther- 
upon condemned todeath , the on a friday morning {ent him word , it was now time 
to diſpoſc himſelfe for his laſt hower. The Princc,nephicw to S. Lewis, and who had 
ſome ſenſe of his vncle's picty, very couragioully recciued rheſetydings, ſaying, 
That beſides other courtcjies,he had receiued ſrom the Queen 1n priſon,she did him a ſingw.a 
F-enour to appoint the day of b1s death on a friday , and that it was geod reaſon he should dye 
culpable on the day whereon Chriſt dyed innocent. 
This tpeach was related ro Queen Conſtantia, who was therewith much moned, & 
ra hauing lome lpacc bethought her telte,ſhe replycd: | TE 
be. Tel Prince Charlcs,if be take contentment to ſuffer death on 4 friday I wil likewiſe find 
out mine owne ſatisfattion to forgine him on the ſame day, that Ieſus ſigned the pardon of bis 
Exccutioners with bys proper bloud. God forbid I shead the bloud of a man,on the day my Maſter 
powred out his for me. Although time ſurprize me in the dolour of my wounds , 1 wil not ref 
vpon the bitterneſſe of revenge. I freely parden him, and it shal not be my fault,that he 15 not 
at this inſtant in ful liberty. 

This magnanimous hart caufcd the execution tobe ſtayd,yct fearing if ſhe left him 
to him(elte,the people might teare him in picces , ſhe ſent him to the King her hul- 
band , cntreating by al which was moſt pretious vnto him , to ſaue his life rs 

{end- 
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ſend him back to his Father. Perer of Arragon , who ſought his owne accommo- 
dation in ſo good a prize, freed him from danger of death , yetenlarged him not fo- 
dainly. For his deliverance muſt come from a hand wholly celeſtial. | 

Syluefter Prnere writcs , that lying long empriſoned inthe Citty of Barcellon , the 
day of S. Mary Magdalen aproaching , who was his great Patronneſſe , he diſpoſed 
himſelfe ro a ogular deuotion, faſting, conteſling his ſinnes, communicating, to beg 
cf her with reares to deliuer him from this captiuity. Heauen was not deafe to his 
prayers. Behold onthe day of the feaſt he perceiued a Lady ful of Maieſty , who 
commanded him to follow her, at which words he felt as it were a diffufon of extra- 
ordinary ioy ſpread ouer his hart, He followed her ſtep by ſtep'as a man rapr , and 
ſeeing al the gates fly open before her without reſiſtance ., and finding himlſelfe fo 
cheertul that his body ſeemed ro haue pur on the nature of a ſpirit, he wel perceiued 
keauen wrought wonders for him. The Lady looking on him after the had gone 
ſome part of the way , asked him where he thought he was, To which he replyed, 
that he imagined himfelfe to be yetin the Territory of Barcellon. Charles you are de- 
ceiued ({ayd ſhe) you are in the County ol Promence , a league from Navben,ad ther- 
upon ſhe vaniſhed. Charhrs not at al doubting the miracle , nor the protection of 
S. Mary Magdalen, proftrated himſelfe on the carth adorino the power of Godin his 
Saints, cauſcd a faire Church ro be built to this moſt bleſſed woman, and a croſle to 
be erected in the place where ſhe letr him , which was called the croſle of the place, 
Thus was God pleaſed to ratify by ſo great miracles the pardon Conflantia had giuen 
to Prince Charles. 

I wil ſhut vp this diſcourſe with apaſſage of ſo rare clemency of a Monarch offen- 
dd in the honour of adaughter ot his, Ly a meane vaſlal , as it ſeemes could neuer 
haue fallen but into the hart of a Charlemaigne. 

It is to this purpoſe recounted, that one Eginardur who was Secretary tothe Prince, Curio 1 2- rerum 
hauing placed his affections much higher then his condition admitted , made louc Chronelogicarum, 
to one of his daughters, which was in mine opinion natural;who ſeeir g this man of a X 
braue ſpirit and a grace ſutcable , thought not him too low for her whem merit 
had ſo eminently ray{cd aboue his birth, She affected him and gaue him too free ac- Goodnefſe and in- 
ceſſe to her perſon, fo farre as toſufter him to haue recourſe vnto her , to laugh , and dulgerce of Char- 
ſport in her chamber on cuenings , which ought to haue Eccn kept as a lar.Euary SME: 
wherein relikes are preſerued. It happened vpon a winters night that theſe two a- 
morous harts,hauing inwardly lo much fire that they ſcarcely could thinke vpon the 
cold, Eginardus , ( eucr haſtning his aproaches ard being yery negligent in his re- 
turnes)had ſeme-what too much flackned his departure. T he ſnow meane while ray- 
led a rampart which troubled them both when he thought to goe out, Time preſſed 
him to leaue her, and heauen had ſtopped vp the way of his paſſage. It was not tole- 
rable for him to ſtay, nor fit to goe forward, Eginardyy feared to be knowne by his 
teet , and the Lady thought it not any matter ar al to ſee the prints of ſuch ſteps about 
her doore. They Leing much perplexed, loue, which taketh the diademe of maicity 
from Queens ſo ſoone as they ſubmit to it's tyranny,made her doe an act for a louer, 
wiich had ſhe done for a poore man it would haue beenthe meanes to place her 
2mong the great Saints of her time. She tooke this Gentleman vpon her ſhoulders,and 
caryed him althe length of the Court to his chamber , he neuer ſerting foor to the 
ground , that ſo the next day no impreſſion might be cen of his footing, It is true 
which a holy Father ſayth, that if hel lay on the ſhoulders of loue, loue would find 
courage enough to beare it, But it havh more facility ro vndertake , then prudence ro 
hide it-ſelfe, . eye of God not permitting thelc foilics ſhould eyther be concealed or 
Vopuniſhed, Charlemaigne,who had not ſo much affection in ſtore tor women, that he 
lpent not ſome nights in ſtudy, watched this night , and hearing a noyce opened the 
window and perceiued this pretty pranke , at Which he could not te] whether he 
were beſt to be angry or to laugh. 

The nextday in a great aſſembly of Lords, andinthe preſence of his daughter and 
Erinardus , he —_ the matter paſt in coucrt tearmes, asKing what puniſhment 
might a ſeruant ſceme worthy of , who had made vie of a King's daughter as of a 
Mule, 
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M:1,2z cauſed himſclfe tobe caryed on her ſhoulders in the midſt of wirter,through 
:2kr, now,and al ſharpneſle of = ſcaſon. Euery one gaue heerupon his opinton, & 
there was not any. who condemned not this inſolent man rodcath, The Princeſle and 
Secretary changed colour, thinking nothing remayned tor them, bur to be flayed 4- 
liue.Bur the Emperour looking on his Secretary with a ſmocth brow,fayd: Eginardas, 
hadſt thou loued the Princefle my daughter,thou oughteſt ro haue come frecly to her 
father who ſhould difpoſeof her liberty , and not play theſe prankes which haye 
made thee worthy of death , were not my clemency much greater then the reſpec 
thou haſt borne to my perſon. I now art this preſent giue thee twoliues , the one in 
preſeruing thine,the other in delivering her torhee , in whom thy {oule more ſuruiues 
then in the body it animateth. Take thy fayre portreſle in marriage, and bothof yay 
learne to feare God,and to play the good huſbands. Theſe louers thought they were 
in an inſtant drawne out of the depth of Hel to aſcend to Heauen , and al the Court 
ſtood inhnitly in admuration of this tudgement. Ir appeares by the narration whar 
wasthe mild temper of Charlemaigne in this point, and that he followed the counſel of 
S. Ambroſe, who aduiſed a Father named S:ſjmnizs to receiuc his ſonne with a wite he 
had taken tor louc, For recciuing them both (ſayd he ) you wil make them berter, 
rriecting them, render them worſe. 'The goodneſſe of theſe great harts for al thatiuſ- 
tityeth not the crrours of youth, which gricuouſly oftendeth,when it vndertakerthre- 
ſolutions in this kind,not contulting with thoſe to whom it oweth lite. ; 
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OF THE EPICVRIAN 


L-1:F: 


THE HOLY COVRT. 


Thar lite without croſlee, 
and flesh voyd of mortifica- 
tion, is the fepulcher of a 
living man. 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. 


T hat the flesh muſt be dainti- 
ly ſed, and al poſdible content- 
ment giuen io the mind, 


OURQURE RE RYRVRR 


q == X PERIENCE tcacheth vs,there is in the world a {c& of 
© | reformed Epicwes, who doe not openly profeſle the bru- 
©| tiſhneſſe of thoſe infamous ſpirits which are drenched in 
4}, gourmandize and luſt , buttake Maximes more refined, 
* T1 that hauc (as they ſay) no other ayme, but to make a man 
SIPS truely contented, For which purpoſe they promiſe them- 
DD I, 88S {clues to driuc al obiects from their minds , which may 
ZY bring the leaſt diſs ouſt,and to aftord the body al pleaſt ures 
= which may preſcruc it in a flouriſhing health, accompa- 
nyed with grace, vigour, and viuacity of {« enſes. | | 
Heer may the judicious obſcrue , that ſuch was the doctrine of ancient Epicwns, The Philoforhy of 
. _ phy o 
For although many make a monſter of him, al drowned in ordure & prodigious plca- Bpicurus ſv ayeth 
ſure,yet it 1s very eaſy to prouc that he neuer went ab outto countenance thoſe krutiſh in the world, 
ones , who through exorbitance of luſis ruine al the contentments of the mind and 
body : But he wholly inclined to find out al the pleaſures of nature, and toL ar;ſh any 
impediments which might make impreſſion on the ſ{cule or cdy. For which cauſc I Thedor. 1. x. 
thinke Theodoret wean. 4 him , when he made himſo glotonous, as tocortend with Therap. 
Inpmer at. out a ſop; and that Nzcetas , who repreſ{enteth him ſo licourtſh atter honyed Nicer. 2. Thefau. 
tatts, wel ynderfiood him not : For Tertullian, S. Hierome, Laertizs,and Seneca,whobet- Tar) —— 
tt noted his doGrine,aſſure vs he was a very ſoLer man,and ſpeakcth nor in his wrt gjergy, P 1 _ 
tings but of pulſe and {fruits ; not for the honour he bare to the verrue of temperance, Laerrius lib. 10. 
but for that it ſeemed he found himſelte better diſpoſed in this frugality , then ire ſu- Senec. 1, de vita 
perfluitics, the tormentours of health, Yer notwithſtanding he is cuer greatly repre- beata, 
henſible , in that he ſo deifycththe contentments of nature, and this kind ot life tree 
from bodily payne avd mind's vnquict, that he makes a Soucraigne God of it , h0- 
nouring and adoring it as a Diumnity. : | 
From this principle he deriued concluſions , which ledto a life wholly repleniſhed 
with eaſeful idleneſſe,much premdicial ro cru] foctery. For he would nor haue a wiſe 
manentermeddle in ſtare-attaires, nor vnderrake defignes for the good of Commen- 
; wealths, 
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wealths, for tcare of troubling the repoſc of his mind,and gaue a moſt infamous ad- 
uiſe,co taſt the pleaſures of marriage without taking care tor the education of chi}. 
dren, becauſe ic was painful : whereupon Arianus in Epitterxs reproacheth him , thar 
his father and mother would haue ſmorhered him in the cradlc , had they knowne 
ſuch peſtilenc words ſhould come from his lips. 

He now-adayes is waited on by many, who take other wayes then he did to arrive 
at the practize of his maximes. For they vie their bodyes ro ſuch efteminacie,thar they 
ſeeme lingle intheir kind,and feed their minds what they can with tender thoughts, 
free from any care or affaire, which may diuert contentment, {othat they ſuffer them- 


Artani,s.<, 10. 


— {clues with al endeauour to be difſolued in ancaly truant]y lite, wholly to enioy them- 


{clues. 
2, Now you whoincline to this Sect,by 1] habits taken in the great ſeruice you 


1. Reaſon againſt daily doe your bodics,I betcech you contider how tarre it is alicnared both from reg- 


this Maxime of <=" ij : : x : , 
= wh ſon and Chriſtianity. Firſt , ſee you not that to imagin heer on carth a life without 


Occupatio magnz Payne is to frame chymraes in your mind ; ſince the world is a foyle as natural for 
create eſt omnibus thornes as barren of violets. Al the ſonnes of Adm (layth the Scripture) haue trouble 
homimbus , - x enough to cary their yoake. Where find you this perperual quiet of mind,this free- 
[4 ok og ” 2 dome from bodily diſturbances, which you hgure in your thoughts? It is 10 my opi- 
Ie of amber, feli- Dion not ynlike the litle and of amber-griece whereof Gargias ſpeakerth , which 
city of Epicurus. was perceiued Ly certaine marchants , who ſayled along on the Ocean, But th 
Gargias, much labouring to take it,in ſuch proportion as they aduanced towards it,it recoyled 
back ,and when rhey rhought ro touch it, it was loſt in the waues. } dare affirme you 
purſue an Tland more imaginary then that, running with ful ſpeed after the falſe plez- 
{ures of Epicurrs. Itis a fantaſy that mockerh you, and which amuzcth you on the 
Clemens Alex, ſurges of this life,to make you perith, ſecing according to Clemens Alexandrings , ſen- 
Pzdag. 1.3.6. 7+ ſuallityis the ſhipwrack of ſpiritual lite. 
A man muſt not be borne of a mother to eſcape worldly moleſtations , fincethe 
Scripture which cannot bye teacherh vs,traucl is as natural for the children of women 
Homo naſcitur ad {a> as flight for birds. How could there be pleaſures of body without paine, ſince plcaſu- 
borem, &> auis a4 V%- xo5 yould newer be pleaſures if they had not been preceeded by ſome inc6modities? 
50 At '7- .. Itisa witty reaſon of the Philoſopher S/plicivs, which was wel c6lidered by S. Ber- 
eaſon of Simpli- ” - ET 
Fry nard, (4) Take away hunger ( ſayth he) & there is no pleaſure in viands; take away 
(4 S. Bern.tra&.de thirſt , andthe molt chryital fountaynes would be voto you but as mariſhes. Hot 
gratia, & lib. arbi- things muſt be had to ſecke for coolencfle, and cold ro be delighted with heate.If you 
Long rake away cuil and neceility, you take away the moſt aCtiue tpurre which ſenſuallity 
Follefamems , & Þ& 1h ouer narure 
nem non curabs; , : 
, The world which is ſo gld,the carth ſo fertile,experience ſo knowing , and hiſto- 


Tolle fitim & limpi- . 
diſfimum forem ries {0 curious, could not to this day produce one ſole man abſolutely happy and 


quaſt peludem reſpi- content, The great Genius of nature Pliny , who ſearched into al the corners of the 


cies; umbramnon 114 tomect with a man, ſuch as Epicurys tramedin his idza, afſfureth vs that after a 
querit mfs eſtuans ; : 4 - | F 

folem non curaz, niſs VOY long enquiry he found butone,a Muſician named (b) Xenophr[us,vho was lay 
algens, to haue arrwwed tothe age of an hundred & hue yeares free from diſquiet or ficknelle, 
(6)Plin. I. 7. c, 50. This is a Rodomontads of Greece, which went about to make him braue it on paper:But 
i fole man might we haue penetrared into his hart , and taken al the parts of his life aſunder, 
®PPY* am per{waded we might preſently find ſomewhat for which he ſhould be baniſhed 
out of the imaginary Palace of felicity. I can as a {oone belicue Xenophilizs came into 

- 14. I A - Mae - poi. 
the world free trom original {1nne,as imagine he went out of it exempt from any do- 
lour. It were as caly to layle proſperoutly amidſt the rempeſts of che Ocean, hauing 
no other veſlel but a tortoyle thel, as to liue in the world without ſuffering. We are 
| y | » 
condemned to it before we are borne , and our teares teach vs this decree betore we 
iſſue from our mothers womb. 

Bern, 1. 2, de con- What remaineth ( {ayes S. Bernard ) to-finishthe deſcription of man , and ro make him 4 


- fid.c. 9. true pifture of calamity ſince he entreth into the world by the gate of ſme ,with a body fraylt, 


Quid enim catamita- ,, i, tharren; weakneſſe of mortal members and ſlupidity of hart being ginen bim as 4 pol- 
a es of his birth,and a neceſſity of his condition? The miſerable Epicurus, who was the tilt 
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an}. feriliiens Authour of this lazy life, and who ſought by ſpeculation and practize into al he coul 
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imagine,Lending al his thoughts and actions to this purpoſe, found he ſatisfation in infirmizes crporis 
this ſcarch? Hiſtories tel vs,this great father of the happy had a ſtone in his bladder, farurras cordie, cu- 
which infinitly payned him : and this being a time that knew not the operations ——_— hs 
now in yſe to deliucr mortals from theſe vexations , he caryed his affliction to, 
the graue,dying with enraged dolour. Vpon this you ſhal obſcrue that it {ccmes God, The whole world 
nature,clcments, and men conſpire to torment one who ſeekes with ouer-much cu- anenemy of cutio- 
par | and too feriouſly the contentments of his body and the cafe of his lity. 
mind. | 
3- Bur,that I may hteer produce a ſecond reaſon, although you wete permitted to 2. Reaſon. 
pleaſe your ſenſuality throughout the whole latitude of your deſires, and the capa- 
city thercof , v/hat ſhould you els doe but ſerue a miſerable body , and ye your (ele 
al your life time to the preſeruation of a foole and a ſick man ? If you line according Rom. 6. 
to the flesh , yousbal dye, ſayd the Apoſtle to the Romans, Al great ſpirits who haue Great ſpirits enc- 
a feeling of their extraction , the beauty and nobility of their ſoules, take not the Te of the Teak, 
neceſſities of life but with ſome ſhame and ſorrow. They regard the fleſh as rhe 
priſon of a ſpirit immortal , and thinke to flatter it is to ſtrangle the better part of 
themſclues, which reſtcs in the vnderſtanding. The Philoſopher Plotinus, who was Plotin. Porplury 
renowmed as the worlds Oracle, cculd not endure to haue his pifture taken, ſaying, ***" ene 
he had trouble enough to ſuffer a wretched body without multiplying the figures 
thereof Ly the help of painting; and you imagine it is a vertue of the times to adore 
it, and aftord it ſubmiſſions which paſſe tothe vtmoſt period of ſeruitude. How much 
the more we profit in the liberty of God's children ſo much the more we procecd in 
diſengagement from ſenſe, and enter as into the ſanctuary of {oules , there to conſult 
on truths and vnderſtand reaſons, which vindicate vs from the dregs of the world, 
to glue vs paſſage into the ſocicty of Angels, | ES 

Itis aſflrange matter , that the ſubtile Liuine Scorxs thinkes that to vnderftand Diſcourſe of Sco- 


and know obiects by ſenſible repreſentations , paſſing through the gate ofour ſenſe, = concerning 


and ſtriking our imagination is a puniſhment from original!finne, He finds itis a harſh _—_ locis dif. © 
ſubicCtion, ro make application to the body , to deriue colours, odours, and ſounds quiſir. 1. indicatis. 
from it, which notwithſtanding ſeemethas innocent as the purchaſe of bees, who 
ſuck honcy out of flowers : and ſhal we thinke there can be any felicity to plunge 
our iudgement into al the voluptuous pleaſures of fleſh 2 | | E 

Know we not it many times doth to the ſoule, as the heron to the faulcon*He en- An obſeruation of 
deauourcth to fly aboue him , and to wethis wings with his excrements,tomake his Camerarius con-, 
flight heauy _- render his purpoſe vnprofitable. Alas how many times feele we the ©9498 the heron. 
vigour of our reaſon eneruatcd by the aſſaults of concupiſcence , which dgntracteth 
the like aduantage from it's ordures for the enthralment of the ſpirit ! And why 
would we ſecond it's violence by our weakneſſe? ex? 

I moreouer demand of you, , what can you hope from ſo punctually ob- Inſtance vpou the 

ſeruing your body? Youare not a Geryor with three heads and three throtes : There — and mi. 
needs Eut a litle to fil you, For though your concupiſcence beinfinit, yer are your ſen- On bode hd 
ſes tinit, and many times pleaſure ouerwhelmes them before they afford themſclues & 
the leyſure of taſting them. If you reſolue ſo curioully to attEd the ſearch of pleaſures, 
you ſhould deſire the ſpirit of a horſe,to enioy them with the more vigour and liberty. 
But what ſenſe is there ro haue the ſoule of a man, and ſeeketo be glutted with the 
mirc of the carth:as if one would feeda Phenix with carrio,on which raucs live? Whe 
you haue doneal you canto make your ſelfe happy by diuerſity of worldly pleaſures, 
bealls wileuer haue more then you. For their {enſitiue ſoules much ſooner meet the 
height of nature;and as their pleaſures are free from ſhame,ſo they dragge not ſorrow 
atter them, 'They are not gnawne with cares by deſiring things needleſle , they 
take what the elements affoard them , and what the induſtry ot man manures for 
them, and know not What it is to find poyſonous maladies in the moſt rdent plea- 
lures ſenſuallity may imagine. Bur admit you were reſolued to become a beaſt 
with the diſciples of Epicwwus , yet ought you not for al that, according to your 
owne limits , {urpaſſethe brutiſhncſle of beaſts, And I pray tel me,where is the beaſt, 

| M which 
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which hath neuer ſo litle generoſity, won!d nor thinke ir-ſelfe moſt miſerable if it 
were condemned to cate and drinke petpetually , and grow Jazy in an idle life? 
They frame themſchues yery willingly to the exercizes nature appointed them 
for the ſetnice of man ; and -a man thinkes it a great philoſophy ro conſecrare 
al the parts of his body to ſenſuality , no whit conſidering he is made for the conrem- 
= plation of things diuine,for the loue and fruition of the hrſt Caule. | 
Auicenna lib. de Amicen an excellent wit,by thevnhappineſle of his birth ranked inthe ſe of Ma- 
hay po _ homer,coraming to conſider this falſe Prophet had placed the beatitude of the other life | 
3 On tg 4  intheenioying fenſual pleaſures , was (o aſhamed of it, thar he ſhrun ke from his Pro- 
E=zcable ſaying of pher,thar he mightnor betray his reaſon, The law (ſayth he) which Mebomer gaue vs, 
Auicen, con{idered beatitnde & miſery within the limits of che body :bur there are promiles,& 


| 

hopes of other bleſſings much more excellent,and which cannot be conceiued bur by { 

the force ofamoſt purified vnderſtiding,Which is the cauſe wile Diuines cuer ſertheir ; 

lone on the bleflings of ſpirit without any accotit taken of thoſe of fenſe,in c6pariſon : 

Felicizas eſt coniun- Of the Felicity we one day pretend rohauc in the vnion of our immorral ſpirit with the 
#0 cum prima Ver firft Verity, What can our worldlings anſwer to this Arebian? ſhould they not bluſh 
_ with ſhame to ſec a man bredin the (choole of Epicurys,gone out of it to teach vs the © 
maximes of Chriſtianity? 

3. Reaſon. 4. Finally, to conclude this diſcourſe with a third reaſon, although the ſeruice of | 
Tyranny ofryot. the body were poiltble,ard not ſhameful to you,doe you not wel ſec it is tyrannical, : 
and that Eprcnrns himſelfe, wholly bent topleaſure,cur off al he could from nature fot n 

this onely cauſe, which made him thinke ouer-much care of the body was extremely ) 
_ oppoſite to feliciry? The Platonifts ſayd our foules wete of an extraction wholly ce- a 
. t-""qy of Pla. jeſtial , and ſent - of heauen to ſerue Godon earth in imitation of the ſeruice Angels | " 
: doe to him in heauen, but that many of thoſe poore ſoules forgetting their original, " 
inſtcad of going directly tothe Temple of yertue,ftood anwzed in the houſe of a Ma- " 
gician,which was the fleſh, that enchanted them with his charmes, and had caſt them A 
- into fetters, where they were enfotced to ſuffer a painful boundage, from wheEce there * 
were but two paſſages, wiſdome,or death. To this Syneſus madc alluſion in his Hym- . 
Ag pEuayors nes,complayning his ſoule from a ſeruant of God was become a {laue of matter, which 
eTten5t Texves. had beeriched it by wily practizes. And verily who can ſufficiently expreſle the ſer: G 
Synes. bym. 3. \jtudea ſoule ſuffers, faſt linked to fleſh, and which onely endeanours to dandle it, 
hoping by this meancs to giuerrue contentment to the mind? Firit, pleaſures are not ' 
Miſer qui porcorum expoſed now-adayesto al the world,asthe water of a tiuct : fuch an one tacre is, who - 
> + Bron deficiemn th ſold himſelfe for the life of a hog, who wil neuer hauec his fil of hogs-draffe , as a 
Chryl ol. ſerm. de S- Perer Chryſologas ſayd of the prodigal child, Men couctous of bodily richcs would q 
rodigo.” willingly make themſclues hornes and clawes of iron,to ſpeake with the wile Plato, 4 
lato, 9. deRep. of purpoſe to take and defend, theone his wealth, the other his loathſome pleaſures, ; 

: Many times iron gares muſt be broken to purchaſe a fruition, which drawerh along : 
- wer" love with it a thouſand diſturbances. Bchold how a man who is exceſſively enamouredot - 


his owne health, becomes ſupplyant & ſeruile to is boy, He feares his proper dyet, (- 

al kind of ayres are dreadful ro himznor can he take but with diſtruſt thoſe vety com- 

forts which affoard him life. He makes of his fomach a ſoyle of drugs; he perpetual- 

ly conſulteth with his Phiſicians ; he rels his inficwiryes to al the world ; he ſeckes 

out extraordinary cures , as he often hath imaginary diſeaſes ; he lives in an afflicting 

equality , and would many times rather ttansgreſſe Gods ten commandments , then 

fayle in one of Hypocrare's aphoriſmes, I lcaue you to thinke , y-hat death were not 
much ſweeter then health ſo religiouſly preferned, 

youy of women. See now on the other ſide a worldly woman, who feeleth her beauty (that ſhort ry- 

XR — © ranny)alreadyin the wane,& yer would cheriſhitin the opinion of men, who heerto- 

ris. foreadored it, or of ſuch likewiſe who may be taken ia the ſame ſnare. What doth 

Caro Cenſorius, not this filly creature ro make her ſelfe to be eſteemed faire? What time waſteth ſhe 

notto {ceme flender, ro waſh, paint, to diuidethe white, wel to ming{'e the red , to 

powder her hayre, to make her ſelfe ey=browes , to preſerue the whiteneſſe ot her 

recth, to (er a vermillion tincture on her hips , litle patches like flyes on her checks, 

chooſe ſtuffes, and thinke of new faſhions. What torture inflicterh {he nor -w _ 

oay 
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body with choſe iron ſtayes and whale-vones How many turnes maketh ſhe not 
daily Letorc a looking-glaſſe > What perplexities of mind , what apprehenhions 
leaſt her detects may appeare } And What difcontent , waen after ſuch torments 
ſo milcrably cnded, ſhe ſecs her ſelfe deſpiſed by mien , before ſhe becomes the 
food of wormes > Whar Captaine of a Gally was cucr {o cruel to fcttcred {laues , 
as vanity, and loue of the body are to the ſoule 2 Purſue the track of al other plea- 
ſurcs, and you thal fod them painful ard dolcrovs;ard inthe end you wil be enfor- 
ced to tay , there is no worſe bondage then that which is aftoarged to wretched 
fleſh. | E” | | | 
The Prophet Eſay ſpeaking of puniſhments due to ſinners and worldlings,ſfayth Scribe of figs TOE: 
they are written on boxe, wherupon we may {gy with S. Hrerome it is to ſhew the laſ- buxum. 

ting of it,fince characters graucn on ſuch Kind of wood, cannot ſo ealily te taken _ 30. 8. 

off. But I heer conſider a ſecret , which teacheth me boxe beares no fruit , onely ſa- £m 4Pon 
tistyed to produce a flower , which otherwiſe making a goodly thew , killeth bees x1gy;er of box, 
that ſuck it, T he Prophet in this figure preſented to vs a liuely image of pleaſure, 

which ſurprizeth the eyes by a vayne illution whilſt it conueyeth poylcn into the 


| hart, Reſt then aſſured, you ſhal neuer meet with ſolid contentment ot mind , tut Ly 


the wayes the Sauiour of the world ſhewed vs on carth [to transferre ys to Heauen. 

The iult are heer below, as litle halcyons on the trembling of waters , or nightin- Life of the Tuſt, 
ales on thornes. They find their ioyes amongſt holy teares,& their delights in auſtc- 

rities of life, There is nothing ſo ſoucraigne as car?y to accuſtome to depend litle on 

your body, & quickly to fortake a thouſand thit gs Ly election, which you ſhal be 

enforced to abandon of neceſſity, When a manner of vertuous lite is choſen , and 

which hath ſome auſterity in it, cuſtome makes ir ſweet , grace fortifyeth it , perſcuc- 


| rance nouriſheth it, and glory crownes it. How many worldlings daily putrify in a 


miſcrable codition,who haue fr6 their tender age yealded al ſubmiſſis to their fleſh, 

and how many delicate bodies in monaſteries haue we leen , which the whole world 

eondcmned to the beer from their entring into religion , to goe out of hayre-cloth, 

aſhes,and faſts, as a Phenix from his tomb? A life without croſles is a dead fea, which 

breedeth nought but ſtench and ſterility : but auſterity is like the Xgyprian thorne, 

which had an excellent grace in crownes, We are called to Chriſtianity , to beare a Glorificate, & porta- 
God crucityed on our fleſh , and as it were imprefled with the characters of diuine ie Dewm in corpore 
loue, Let vs carcfully preſcrue cur ſelucs from proſtituting members to ſenſuallity, 19 

made to be the Temple of the liuing God and the ornament of Paradice, Holy 1ob 

was in a ſtate ſo lamentable,that thoſe who beheld him could ſcarcely tel whether it 

were a man reduced into a dunghild or a dunghil into the ſhape of a man : Notwith- 

ſtanding in the midſt of theſe {marting dolours, which ouer-ran al his body, and the 

afflictions which aſlayled his mind, he receiued fo vnipeakeable comforts trom God, 

that himſclfe confeſſeth to haue nothing ſo —_— in his owne perſon, as his proper Mirabiliter me cy#- 
torments. Behold the reaſon why he exalted himlelfe on his dunghil,as vponathrone 4 lob, 10. 

of yertue, he adorned himſclfe with his wounds as with a royal purple, he tooke the 

ſcepter in handouer al effeminacies of body,and pronounced Oracles vnto vs,which 

toal Ages ſhew that there is neyther euil nor affliction wherein God maketh not his 

miracles of our paynes, and hus glory of our rewards, 
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AMNON THE SONNE OF DAVID. 


T is not one of the leaſt miſerics of the greateſt of al 
euils , I meane finne, that the 1] example which often 
accompanyeth it doth likewiſe ſuruiue ir. It is, to ſay 
truely,a moſt bitter fruit of this direful tree, or rather 
a fien which it in growing produceth,and which bein 
feAde from it's ſap, ſtands vpright after the fal of it, 
Nor is it ſtrange , that when once the mercy of God, 
(onely able for this great worke) hath ſtifled the morn(- 
ter ſinne inthe ſoule of parents, yet fayles it not (though 
wholly dead) to infe& their familics and poylon their poſterity with the ſtench of it's 
ordure, 

David that greatPrince, that King according to Gods hart, had loſt the affections 
and ſweet indulgencies of it , by an adultery and an homicide, He afterward wee- 
peth , he humbly praycth , he Jowdly cryes., and God whois willingo be moucd 
turneth his eyes from his crimes, and that he may no more hereafter fee them , ap- 
plycsthe ſponge to cheanſe them : yer behold long after .Amnon one of his children, 
who caſteth an cyc on theſe bad leſſons, and,though blorred out, fayles not to read 
them and to learne thence the ſcience of his owne rune, "This vahappy Prince ſcor- 
nes to reflect on the mild remper,the penance and zeale of his father, to iooke on his 
exorbitancies. He cannot ſce this Sun bur in ecclipſc,and nor fecking to make choyce 
among ſo many eminent vertues, which had made him happy, he wil not follow his 
ſteps but in a path where nceds he muſt mect with il aduentures. 

Although the holy Scripture ſpcaketh not of the wicked , deportments of chis 
Prince vntil his inceſt , yer there is great probability he began not at the end , nor 
mounted this tower of confulion by the top , but rather arriucd thither by the de- 
grces of a life irregular, cffeminate , and freed trom the carc of the ſoule, wholly to 
refigne himſelfe to the ſeruice of the body and it's concupitcence, Bur in ſo much, 
as loathing , which alwayes waits very necr vpon the moſt cxquittt pleaſures, is 
wont cuery moment to put the leuity of ſinners ypon new objects, and in thar , beſi- 
des the pride of thoſe who hate thee (.O. God ſupremely amiable ) perpetually 
mounteth, yntil their giddineſle precipitate them into the abyſſe, Bchold heer our 
wicked one, our Epicure before there was an Epicure inthe world , who reiccteth 
meane crimes, diftaſteth common pleaſures , and proiecteth an inceſt with his owne 
fiſter , not conſidering how vaoreaſonable it is to ſacrifice the honour of the royal. 
houſe, the tranquility of his father , his ſoule and faluation, to the diſtemper of his 
fancy. | 

He turneth his eycs from heauen , and from the God of heauen , whoſe wonders 
his father had ſo often ſung vnto him ;- he is wholly for paſſion , which predomi- 
natcth ouer him, nor enterteynes any other cogitations but to {atisty it. Alrcady this 
teaucr, which takcs away his ſenſe , hath enflamed his bloud , leauing him nought 


In his veynes but the fire of he], which more and more encrealicth, 'I he gg 
O 
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of this vnſound ſoule ſpreads oucr the body. Behold (fayth the hiſtory) he fals ſick 
for the loue of his liſter, who hath nothing ar al in her which can diſpleaſe him bur 
her chaſtity , becauſe that ſers before him the great difficulties of his enterprize. He 
hari a freind, and this proues his mayne vnhappineſle; a — wiſe one, a flatte- 
ring freind, a companion of his ryots : but ſuch amities which deferue not the name, 
reſemble falſe fires, which ſeeming al enflamed;are nothing els but {ſmoke very eaſily 
difſipatcd, and vhoſe tright ſpler.dour onely ſerues to lead into precipices. 

This was Toadab, one of Damd's Nephewes,who hauing ſcarched intothe change 
both of his countenance and humour , quickly vnderſtood the reaſon of it from his 
lips, {o that roo cafily complying with his paſſion he laſtly gaue him this counſel : 
Lye (ſayth he) on your bed, counterfeit ſickneſle, the King doubtlefle wil viſit you, 
you {ial beg of him thar your ſiſter 1hamar may come to you to prepare your dyer, 
and he without doubt wil aſſent ro it, OO” 

Cruel treind, nay rather ſoothing enemy, what doeſt thou > Thou wel knoweſt 
that thus flexibly to ſerue the paſſion of this violent ſpirit, thou ſubictteſt him to the 
extremity of al vahappineſle, Thou ſtrangleſt this Prince whilſt thou flattereſt him, 
and in licu of good othces giueſt him a hand to lead hnn downe into ruine. Were it 
not bctrer to vie fire and ſtcele for the cure of this mad man, then to comply with his 
malady to render it incureable?Were it not better with a bitter, Lut charitable correc- 
tion,to purge his bad humours,then to powre into him a plealing poyſor? 

1 here 1s nothing more faithfully or more readily — , then an il aduiſe; 
quickly our amouriſt is in his bed, he entreateth Thamar of the Kirg whocame to 
viſit him; where behold the tather,too good for fo bad a ſonne, grams what he de- 
mandcth, The poore virgin likewiſe obeyerh the commands ot her father, and the 
ſuggeſtions of her owne hart , which had but too much tenderneſſe towards ſo exe- 
crable a Erother, She runnes like an innocent victime to the knife , which muſt cur 

her chroat , the tollowes the bayt not doubting the hook, and goerh teareleſſe into 
a place where {he muſt looſe a}, This diſſembling ſick man at firſt refuſeth the bro- 
thes ſhe had prepared to procure him an appetite,but hauing giuen c6mand al ſhould 
depart out of the chamber ,defires his fiſter ro Ering them in:the who nothing doubted 
the practiſe ,readily goes in , offers them to him, but the enraged creature (eyzeth on 
her,and requires to lye with her, 

The poore Princeſle ſurprized in this attempt, ſcekes to temper him with ſweet 
words. Alas , deare brother ({ayth ſhe) commit not ſuch a violence vpon me,remember with 
your ſelfe this abhomination ts without example m 1iraci. Bamsh ſuch thoughts from you , and 
take heed you enterprize not an.att,which wil among the wiſeſt be efleemed an vnſpeakeable 
folly. Whither shal I goe after ſuch a shame,or what wil you doe,when' you hane purchaſed 
ſo il reputation? By al meanes ſpeake to the King , he #s a good father , he perhaps wil freely 
afford you that which you by violence wonld take. The enraged monſter wil not ſo much 
as vndcrſtand her, he forceth her,he hinds himſclfe to be the ſtronger, and makes vic 
of this aduantage for the ſatisfaction of a paſſion, nay rather of a tury , whicheuen 
the moſt parrot bruit bteaſts abhorre, 

It isaitrange thing , how thoſe who ſecke their contentment inthe contempt of 
Ged and his ordinances,make an il reckoning, They meet with wormewood cuen in 
honey : their fingers are pricked whilſt they gather roſes, the odour of which to 
ſoone payneth thent, ard in a word they ſee that loathing concludeth, what was be- 
gun by diſturbances and impatience, This inconſtant {pirit promiſed himlclte plea- 
lurcs without anxiety or period, but behold him foyled in the firſt fruition, This in- 
fnit loue finds it's cnd inthe beginning, or rather it's change into auertion and ha- 
tired, 

Bchold he preſently deſpiſcth his 6ſter,yea exceſſiuely; marke the Scripture: The 
hatred was much greater , then was cuer the affection. He commands her to be 
gone, and ſhe exaggerating the {econd offence commirted by him , his lo vaworthy 
viage of her after (uch an outrage, he willeth one of his ſcruants to driue her our, 
and ſhut the doore after her, Who can deſcribethe grictes and agonics of this afflic- 
icd creaturegdefamed by her brother, and rhruſt by a groom out of a houſe , wherc- 
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into the came not Lut to dos him ſeruice > She caſt asnes on her head, rent her gar- 
ments, lifts her hands oucr her head , goes away weeping and lamentin g like one 
diltraughr, to fecke out her brother Abſolon , to giue' hum an account of ncr dolours 
and to aske reuenge. jug IM 

This Prince (one of the moſt prudent and polirike of his time) ar the firit difſem. 
bleth his reſſentment , to make it ſcalonable appeare , he endcuourcth to tweeten the 
accrbity of this {oule by faire words , aduiſerh her to Le filcnt , theweth when al is 
done he is her brota:r,and that ſhe ſhould not take ſuch an intury tothe hart, Necds 
muſt the ſmoke of plcaſurc, rurne the courſe of things into flamcs , and a momen- 
tary contentment tranſmit ſorrow and ſadneſle ouer to poltcrity. 

Bchold Thamar liucs in her brothers houſe, quite diſconſolate , King Dauidisen- 
raged,nor can be appealed, and Abſolon hides vnder rhe alhes of his diflimulation a 
fire not to be quenched bur with the bloud of this cayriue. | 

Two yeares paſſed and he ſpake neyther wel nor il of this act, that he might not 
by his ſpeach Ectray the deſire he had to auenge it, In the end,at the time of his ſheep 
ſhearing in Balbazor, ke tooke occafi to inuite al the Kings children to his houſe. He 
inuited the King uikewiſe,but he making excuſcto charge him with ſo grear a traine, 
heentreares that art the lcalt his brother Amnon might be his guett, He ſhrinkes not 
back not vpon the firſt denyal, he enforcerh by the cagerneſſe of 1mportunity, where 
bchold the miſerable man goes with his brothers,not knowing he mult be the victime 
of a Sacrifice, prepared by the Juſtice of heauen , which hath cuer vndertaken the re- 
ucnge of yiolatcd chaſtity, Sccin the midſt of a banquet , when Amnen had taken in 
a litle wine , and was ful of iouiſſance , Abſolsn crycs out : Ki);and his leruants fol- 
lowing the direction he had giuen them, tcl vpon him, ſtrake hum, and lett him dead 
in the place, The other brothers affrighted role from the tabie , gor on horſe-Lack, 
and came to Sjen,where they ſarisfycd the King, whorhought his whole tamily had 
becn maſſacred. They at thr entrance cryed out aloud , they wept with their tather, 
who gaue to the defolation of his houſe what remayned of teares atrer thole rorrems 
which had heretofore dropped from his cyes, and where his finncs had happily made 
{lupwrack. | 

The murderer eſcaperh and forſakes the Kingdome, and Dawidlanquitheth wich 
{orrow fer his ai ſence, Ecing vnable to endure that one death alone ſhould bercaue 
him two of his childrcn. Lattly he comforted himfelfe in it, and adored the tudg- 
ments of God vpon his houſe, whopermitred that rwo of his ſonncs were partaKers 


4n his crimes, and had ſurmountcd his adultery and homicide , with an inceſt and a 


tratricide. 
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cre 
et 
ps That one muſt be euilto behap- '5 Tharal is happy forthe Iuſt, 
in } py, ſince the Iuſt are moſt af- : yea cuen tribulation. 
o- |} fi2cd - 
= F C 
ck, | 
had ] C22 CUT) T is a wonderful thing how the prophane Court da- 
er, _ ( 7 rc<s propoſc this maxime , refuted by the expericnce of 
pts (43 al Ages , obſcruarions of al hiſtories , vnderſtandivgs 
ade | 4g FJ ofal people , and common yoyce of nature. 

F; Camerarius 1n his problemes , wherein he purſucth 
/ich the tracks of ordinary life without ſeareh into other 
aue conſiderations more diune , makes a queſtion why 
dg- thoſe whoare addicted to Religion are alwayes moſt 
rs happy. And-on the contrary from whence it is , that 


d a | the wicked are moſt vnfortunate. Afirming 1t to Le 

obſerucd throughout al hiſtorics, Now this Authour , who plainly ſhewerh in this 

Treatiſe he is none of the moſt Religious , gently roucheth tome reaſons , laying 

among other things , there is {cmc Power which pleaſcth to deprefſc the wicked, Le- 

cauſc ordinarily they arc of a ſpirit ficrce and infolent ; as if impiety alone were not 

ſufficient for their infelicity, 1 he puniſhments of the wicked are fo trequert 1n hiſie- 

ries both diuine and humane , that in fo great an Ocean of examples, which may take 

F vp more then fitty Ages , {carcely can we produce one {ole noralie felicity , which 

: felt not ſome great mishap, 1 hat we many times may haue cauſe to make yle ot $, 

Auguſtines , and $. Eucherigzs argument , who ſay that although God puniſh not a 

crime 1n this life , he doth it to aſſure vs there is a great trikunal and a puiſſant 1u- 

ſtice in the other world. It werca thing ſuperfluous at this time to cppole this Ma- 

xime by cffe&ts Which are ſo euident , and whereof 1 thinke I hauc produced ſufii- 

cient obſcruations in preceeding Tomes : I had rather heer employ reaton, and thew 
4 ro Le happy tothe wult, yea tribulation, 
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RET THE PROFIDASNEE OF COD 
excellently appeareth i the afflitions of che Inſt. 


EN curious in their cenſurcs and diſtruſtful in their actions, 
haue neuer ceaſed in al times to argue with diuine prouidence 
abour the aftiictions of the Juſt, bur I with the aſſiſtance of hea- 
ucn inecnd at this preſent to proue the etcrnal Wiſdome maketh 
it-ſcltc viſibly appeare,by rhe ſame things wherwith many thinke 
to ouerthrovw it, Now I make it good by foure reafons : the hit 
wherof ſhal ſhevy , worldly bleſſings cannot be great but Ly the expericnce of cuils, 
Secondly,that tribulation is the nourcing-mother of al vcrtues.'l hirdly, that there is 
no {1 pectacle more glorious among the workes of God , then an innocent afflicted for 
tuſtice, and paticnt in affliction. Fourthly,thar it is a proofe of beatitude. 
AxeiC5'exrg x«avF We then deliver in the beginning of this diſcourſe a notable maxime drawne out of 
>vDous Ti TY Kaks Aneas Gaze, an ancient Authour inſerted in the Bibliothec of the Fathers : Neuer 
Gail * doe welufficiently know the {weetneſle of good , withour the trial of cui). Joſeph 
— : mounted vpon the triumphant Chartot of Pharas by priſons and fetters : Daxidto the 
throne of Saul by many perſecutions : And thcir great proſperities were much more 
ſweet vato them becauſe they were fore-gone by tharp aMictions. We ſce the ſamein 
nature ; where the Sun is more reſplendent after it's ecclypſe, the ſea more calme after 
a tempeſt , and the ayre much brighter after a ſhower , which made a great States-man 
Maris Caique tepe- ſay : Stormes and tempeſts contribute to the cleareneſſe of the heauens and the ſmoothneſſe 
74am , thrbines 8em- vj), (;., The condition of mortals hath this proper , that aduerſities grow out of proſperities , and 
peſtate/q; comenJan:: ps 4s s "4 
babes bis vices con- Proſperitres from aduerſities, God bideth from vs the ſeeds both of theone aud other , and many 
ditio moreatium , vs times the cauſ”s of bleſſings andemls are courred vnder one and the ſame appearance. 
aduerſa ſecuntir, & One may heer obiect , thatif we muſt alwayes haue euil to traſt good , we might in- 
aluerſis ſecundaneſ* forre Angels the were not ſufficiently happy,becauſe they arriued ar keatitude without 
| 1-5 capa] paſlivgrhroughtribulations ,theſe being rhe flower-deluces of God's garden, which 
& plerumg; bonorum NEyther wrought nor rooke payncs to Le clothed with the robe ot glory .: we might 
& malorum cauſe conclude God himſelfe had {ome detect in his telicity , fince he alwayes hath a moſt 
ſub dinerſa ſpecie la» accompliſhed beatitude , with exclution of al manner of euil. 1 anſwer to that , there 
rene, Plin, in Pane- 16 yery much difference between the condition of things eternal & temporal, Angels 
po —__s. entredaln.oft as (oone into felicity as into being, becaule they were placed in the yppet 
region of the world were miſerics cannot approach,& who hauing beſides aſingular 
knowledge of God's fauour ſtood not in nced tobe ayded by the counterpoize of ad- 
uerſities. Bur as for vs we are not onely borne in a foyle , which 1s as fertile in calami- 
ties as forreſts in brids and rivers in fiſh , but belides we are extreme ignorant of 
God's grace, when we long cnioy proſperiry; whichis the cauſe that aduertity though 
neceſſarily tycd to our condition , makethvs notably open our eyes to Knoyy the feli- 
cities which follow it, and ro vnderſtand from what ſource they proceed. As for tha 
which concerneth the Diuinity, it cannot, to ſpeake properly,cndure any thing con- 
trary , by rcaſon of the condition of it's eflence , which is fully replenithed with dl 
ſorts of beatitude, God ({ayd Philon) is :ncommunicable ro tribulations , heis alwayes vige 
Yours , euer free from dolour or payne , perpetually in ation without wearyneſſe , ftul plunged 
in 4 ſea of maſt pure del zghts, as being the height , end, and ayme of fel:city. 
1 hereypon vnable to ſuffer , (as he is God) and yer willing to vadergoe ſome ſpe- 
cial part in the great ſacrifice of patience which began with the world , he tooke 3 
body, and inthat body dranke the cup of the paſſion , ſhewing euidently to al mortals 
that tribulations by their darkneſſe auayle to the brighteſt rayes of glory , which. 
"OY OY Anzuſtine (pake in very expreſle termes : Te. | 
Sn he- 7 he onely Sonne borne of the ſubſtance of the Father, and equal to the Father in dinine eſſence; 


qualss Patriin forma the Word , by which al things were created, had nothing to ſufjer , as God , and is clothed with 
our 
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car flesh to participate in our punishments. | Dei , Verbum quo fa- 
2. Thetccondreaſon, which vilitly ſheweth the ſecret of diuine prouidence in the #aſunt omnie , non 
tril ulation of the Juſt , is, that God kcing the Soucraigne Sanctity , was vecefſagily to habcbas vi flagella- 
rcandplartitinthe foulcs of his elect , by al the moſt cfeE ich "oC 
rocurc and plartitinthe ſoulcs of his elect , by al the moſt cftectual wayes which |? 
his wiſdcme had ordayned. New there is not any ſhorter way to vertue then a wel ;,. + EP 
Y fin: flegclio noneſſer. 


manraged aft:iction , and therefore it was neceſſary to mainteyne aduerſity in the Augult, 


I3q 


world as the nource of great ard generous actions of Chriſtianity. It was neceſſary Qua eras agcepius 


{ {ſayththe ſcripture) ro try thee by tribalation , becar ſe thou waſt acceprable to God, LD eoneceſſe , fwit v8 
rentaruo probaret ze, 


Itisa matter almoſt impcſhLic to preicrue a great Vcrtue 1n perpetual xroſperiey; Teb 

one muſt be more then a man, and to have a double ſpirit : which is excellently wel Is — ah I 
obſcrued by S. Auguſtine , ypon the words of Elizews : I entreat your ſpirit may be dow- S. Aug 1 2. de 
bled in me. Elizews ({ayth lic) begged the ſpirit of Z1ias might kedeubic in Lim , Lee Prab. Scrip. 
cauſe he wasto liue inthe fauour of Court and wor}dly proſperities , where the way 0bjecvs.v8 fies in me 
is morc ſ]ippery and dangers moſt frequent. His Maifter £145 had paſlcd his life in RE 
many periccutions , wherefore a {ingle (pirit was ſuffcievt ter his direCtion , aduer> 

lity Ec1ng not ſo diffcultly borne as proſperity. But ivſcmuch as eminent forturces are 

ſuLicCt todeep dronkennefſſes and ſupine forgertulneſle of Ged , the Prepher ſaith by 

an inſtinct of the Diuinity : Ler your ſp1rut be doubled inme. Fiatin me duplex fþ;- 

Proſperity vnder the ſhcw ot teiicity decciucth vs ; tribulation is euer true: vis. 

the one flatters vs, the othcr inſtructeth vs; the one tyeth vp cur ſenſes and reaſon, B2<* de conſo.1. 2, 
the other vnabinds them ; the one is windy , empty, giddy, 1gnorant , the other ſoter, - 

reſcrued , and prudent ; the ore withdrawetl, vs trom real good by the allure- 

ments of vanity , the other reducerh vs by a holeſome way into the duty trom whence 

we wandred. S. Bernard layth excellently : Proſperity is in weake and inconlide- Quands hec incautis 
rate ſoulcs, as fire to vaxe,, ard the {urs rayes to ſnow, Danid was very wiſe , and non /wit ad diſcipli- 
Salomon much more, yet Ecth charnicd ty the grear ſuccclic of atiaires loſt vnderſtan- "4 > 90digns ad 
ding , the one art leaſt in part , the o1hcr who,y, Ve muſt affirme , there is need of a ——_= jolie var 
frong ſpirit to ſubliſt in aduerſity , without change of reaſon or corſtancy : bur it is pron prom 
much more hard to raft very picaling proſperitics , a1 d r.ct Le deceived, '] his is the wid, ſapiens Salo- 
cauſe why wite prouidence , euer to keep vertue 11: breath, ceaſcth nct to exctrcize 792, ſed blandjenti- 
tin this honourable liſt of great {oules, and we Echely that tollowing theſe precee- bus nimis ſecundis re- 
dings , it thence derfuerh great aduavtages arid mary keautics, The Scripture netcth a p _ - parte, al- 
that Job (4) returning into the luſtre ot Þ:1s former ſtate gave titles to his three daugh- pro... 
ters , much oL{erued : for he called one by the rome oi Da , the othcr Caſita , or as m adwer/a ni excidi 
ſome Interpreters ſay Amber, and the thire Fmalteas Horne, to the Septuagint tranſ- %*! parim a ſapiztia, 
lace it, We muſt not thipke ſo hely a man wouid heerin dee ar.y flight thing , or not to pl 1g 
ſome purpole. But if we telicuc Holy Fathers vpcn it, he meant by theſe three names [0 y 4 _—_ 
to ſignify the three conditior.s of torture, 't }:c trſt (which was Letorc his great ad- (a) Iob 4+. 
ver(ties) 15 compared to the day reioycing vs with the natural {weetneſle of it's {cre- Merlerus inTob. 
nity. The ſecond which was that of his ca>amity , to amber , becauſe it is properly in 

tribulation where vertue diffuſeth her good odcurs. 1t reſembleth arcmatike ſpices, 

which more ſhew their vertue when they. are pounded and brought into powder in 

amorter ,or incenſe , which neuer lets it ſo much appeare what it1szas when ir is caſt (b) Queſt ignis ve- 
on coalcs : {o that this motto of the Wiſeman may be attribured ro it: (b) A reſplendent fw'gens, & thus ar. 
fire, and incenſe burning in the fire. In the end iſſuing forth of tedious tribulations, and Rocled 2nd 

hauing been hardned and fortityed ynder ſtormes , it openeth it's boſcme , and vn- Cclet, $0e 16, 
foldeth admirable fruits , which fitly make it to be called the Horne of aboundence. (c) ergo beatitudo 
Wherefore we ſay with $. Ambroſe (c) there is a certaine beatitude in dolours, which in«dleribue , quos 
rettue ful of ſweetneſſe and delight repreficth,ftrom whence it acquirerh palmes, and P\* Mamitans wir. 
ineſtimable riches , as wel tor ſatisfaction of it's conſcience, as the condition of glory. Ws 0 pe & 

3- For weafhirme tor a third reaſon that God hath nor a more glorious ſpectacle on Picie Flee, _=_ 
earth then a Iuſt man afflicted and paricnt, Is it not that which God himiclte meant vel ad aigifnrians . 
inthe booke of Ib, where the Prince of darkneſſe telling he had gone round about v*? «4 glorjam, 
the world , he ſayd not to him : Haſt thou {cen the Monarchies and Empires, which Arobro. oflici, 1. 2, 
bow ynder my {cepter and circumuolne vnder my lawes 2 Haſt thou ſeen Palaces of Fe 
Kings and Princes , whoſe turrets penetrato that clouds ? Haſt thou ſeen armyes al 

encloſed 


0» 


\ 
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c@2.0fcd with fowrds , making the earth treml:le voder the claſhing of their armes; 
Ja:t thou behold the theaters, beauties , and triumph of greatneſle > Haſt thou con- 
iidered al the wealth which nature reſeructh'for me 1n magazins ? He layes nothing 
(4) Numquil wonfi- of al that, What then 2 (4) Halt thou looked on my ſeruant ob, who hath nor his like 
deraſti jerumn menn go oath > And what maketh him more admirable , then that which Caſs;mmes (c) men- 
lob, quad non fis & ; ncth 2 A man was ſeen abounding in al ſorts of bleflings become very pocre , ha- 
ſem-lis in terra © . Wo aa FU / _ g q Y] re , na 
lob 8. uing not ſo much as wherwith to cover his nakednefſe , tallen from a molt perfect 
(e) Ex locuplete pzn- heaith into a prodigious malady , which disfigured his w hole body , and hauing loſt 
perramus y netus ex ſy many goodly farmes , reduced to the extremity ot being the 1nhabitanr of a vwret- 


angivity, ex vals (0 8263- 1ol dunghll : Bur he out-Lrauing his miſeries , and ſhewing himlclte to be nothing 


dus, ex mclyto : . ; , . - | 
glorioſo 39nobilas, fler- TOTO s topkea rough ſtone to wipe his wounds, and putting his hand farre into the 


quiliny futur habi- berrome of his yIcers ,drevw thence the corruption and wormes , which made him ho- 
rator , © v.lurqui- nourable by the lights of his patience, Hane we not cauſe to cry out with Tertullian; 
dam corporis ſus j- (f) Oh what « trophey hath Goderefted in this holy man! O, what a flandard hath he aduan- 
«7 pray We ced inthe ſight of al bis enemics? I dare treely pronounce it , there 15 nor any approacherh 
6? membrarum gle INOTCNCET tO God , then a man laden with afflictions , and become inuincible in the ar. 
bas vermium merſis MCs of patience. And I aske of you what made Toby tobe called the Good God (2g) but 
in profunde vaineri- this adinirable vertuc ? I ſay although many haue bcen honourcd with markes ofthe 
bus , manjbus detr4- JZjyinity , by reaſon of their fauours and kenignitics rowards men , (there being nc- 
-» » "OY { de fring which ſo charmcth people as the protulion of Lenihits ) yer intereſt was the 
nace SanRorum, Cauſe great men were flattered with ſuch titles aboue their deſerts ; whereas quite 
(f) Quale in illo vir» otherwile prayle rendred to patience is much more lincere, as being exprelled by a 
fererrum News de dia- Certaine yencration afforded to a vertue obſolutely heroike : which makes me con- 
bolo extruxit! quale clude, that men,rauiſhed with the ſight of this notable patience which ſhined in Toby 
vexiilum deanmied hen having done wel cuil abured , fi d him the Good God, not for aiy 
ſuegloriecxtuls? VPED hauing done wel cull was rerribured , furnamed him the Good God', not for any 
Tertul.de par c-13. other reaſon but his admirable conſtancy , hauing this maxime wel engrauen in 
(a) 5 &,yv5 ogy their karts, that God hath nor on carth a more pertect Image of his grearneſle , then 
TAhgns proTi WT A patient man, S, Dents (þ) iikewile plainly callcth patience the imitation of the Di 
- +a Pz- vinity , and addeth Moyſes was honoured with the rayes of divine vihion for his tin- 
(b) $euluns/ey 4; BYlar manſuerude. 
Sontlay fir. 4+ Laſtly 1 fay triLulation confirmeth vs in the faith of future things , as being a 
$. Dyony. Ep.8. manifeſt procte of keatitude. For reaſoning though neuer ſo litl#by the light of ra 
ture, weiudge if there Le ay juſtice in men, it 1s in God as init's ſource , with an 
incomparable emincucy , and theretore wwe carinot imagine a Diuinity withour rhe in- 
heritance of goodneſſe, and equity , which perpetually accompany it, Now when we 
{cc innocent men continually afflicted , who goe out of this life by bloudy and horr- 
ble waycs , many times oppreſſed by thetyranny of men , and hauing none to reuenge 
their ales, we neceſſarily conclude, thereis in the other lite another.iuſtice, and ano- 
ther tribunal , where cauſcs muſt be decided in a laſt Courr of tudicature. We fay 
(s) Expe&anocreet- with S, Paul : (7) The expectation of the creature looketh for the renclation of Gods children : 
Co \—p——_— * For enery creature is ſubieft to Nothing , not of his owne l:king , but by the ordinance of hin, 
= t; 15. A | who hath ſubie&ed bim with hope of riſing againe : For creatures shal be deliuered from the ſer- 
ra ſubie&s eft, nw Htude of al corruption into the liberty of the children of God. T hat was it , which comforted 
volems, fed proper a] the Magtyrsin hydeous torments, when their foules were torne out of their bodics 
qui ſubiecis eam " with incomparable violence, For although mortal members yealded to the ſword of 
fr * nts ye <0 perſccution , yer they beheld , though withan eye drenched in bloud and teares , the 
witure corruptionis in PFIght glory which waited on them, andiaw as ina mirrour the thrones of thoſe pro- 
liberratem glorie fi- digious {ufterings diſpoſcd al into crownes, There S. Srephen, ſaw his ſtones changed 
liorum Der, Reta.B. into as many rubicsto (crue for matter of veneration to piety , and an exemple of cou- 
32> rage for al poſterity. There S. Lawrence looked on his flames turned into roſes and 
© delights, There S. Felicitas, the mother of glories and triumphs , beheld feaucn for- 
nes , who recciucd her with palmes in their hands into the beautiful pauillions of 
hcauen , where al cormcnts made an end to giue beginning to infiait comforts. 'T hat 
1s it Which animated al the juſt in fo great a heap ot tribulations , ard which made 


them tpcake theſe words of Tertullian : (a) God is payableenough , in that be 1s the Ar- 
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(a) Satrs idoneus pa- 


tientie ſequeſter Dew buter and Feoffe of your patience, If you commit an iniury to him, he is the Auenger of it ; f 
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aloſſe of goods ,be is thereſlorer ; if a paine or malady , hes the Phiſician 3 ſonce 1t makes God ſs injuriam depoſteris 
himſelfe the debrer , who by the condition of his independent nature , being not accountable to penereum,ulzor eft; ſ 
any doth norwnabſtandine particularly bind bimſelfe to patience. . | —_ , refl1nmor 
Ler vs conclude with toure excellent inftructions to be obſerued in aduerfity, which = þ —_— warry 
arc expreſſed in the bocke of 1ob (L) ; foritis ſayd : He rent his garments , and hauing cut ;acor, 0 quemmm pa- 


off his hayre and proflrated himſelfe on the earth , adored and ſayd : Naked I came out of my tiemie tres vs Dewns 


mother's womb , and naked I returne into earth, RG | wy grey 
nt _ | —” errull, de par, 35. 
Note, that riſing vp he rcnt his garments,toſhew he couragiouſly diſcharged him- (b) Iob. x. POSIF 


ſclfe of al extctiour bleſſings » Whichare richcs and poſſcſſions fignifycd Ly garments. (c) hoo COOYO 
He cut his hayre, which was a figne he put the whole body into the hands of God, ſeidie vſlimentaFua,” 
to diſpoſe of it at his pleaſnre, For as thoſc Ancients ſacrificing a victime firſt pulled & c9nſo capire cor- 
off the hayre and threw into the fire, to teſtity the whole body was already ordayned 7%? in terram ado- 
to ſacrifice ; ſo fuch as for ceremony gaue theit hayre to temples protefted they were 75” —_ _ 
dedicarcd to the ſeruice of the Diuinity , to whom the vow was made, In the third C <4 
inſtance , he proftrated himfelfe onthe earth acknowledging his beginning by a moſt 
holy humility. And fer concluſion he prayed and adored with much reuerence, Bc- 
hold al you ſtould practiſe in tribulation wel expreſſed in this mirrour of patience, 
Firſt , arc you aMiiCtcd with Icfle of geods, cyther Ly ſome vnexpected chance , or by 
ſome tyranny and iniuſtjce 2? Abate not your courage, bur confidering the nullity of 


Y 


- alcarthly blcſlings , and the greatreſle ot eternal riches, ſay : My God , although 1 


haue endeaucurcd hitherto to _—_ the wealth tou gaueſt me , as an inſtrument of 
many good deeds, yet if thou haſt ordayned in the ſacred counſel of the prouidence, 

that 1 muſt be depriucd of them for my much greater ſpiritual auayle , I from this 

time renounce them with al my .hart, and am ready tobe diſpoyled, euen tothe laſt | | 
pakedneſſe ,the more perfectly to enter into the imitation of thy pouetty. Say with $, Diaitie meg Chriſine, 
Lewis Archl:iſhop ot '] boloule : Ieſws is al my riches, with him I am content in the want defins cater, Ommis 
{er et) my wh ie! Gd ies pr TD 

If you be tormented with Lodily payne , by maiadics , Ly death of allyes, ſay : My | 

God, to whom belongs this afflicied Lody ? Is it nor to thee 2 1s not this one of thy 

members? It now endureth fome paine , ſince thou haſt ſo appointed , & it complaynes 

& groancth vnder the ſcourge: where are ſo many precepts of patience? where is the | 

loue of ſnffcring 2 where contormity tothe croſle? $. Ola{a, a Virgin about thirteen Quam inwar hos api 
or fourteen yearcs of age ,asſhe was martyrcd and her tody torne with iron hooks, ** legere qui tus 
beheld her members al Lloudy , and ſayd : O my God, what a braue thing is it to read Chriſte erophan no- 
theſe charaGicrs , where I ſee thy tropheyes ard monuments imprinted with iron on Prudenr. 

my body , and written 1n my bloud. A creaturc fo tender, ſo delicate , ſhal the ſhew 

ſuch courage in the midſt ot trorments, ſuch transfixing paynes , and cannot I re{olue 
«o ſuffer alitle cuil with ſornc manner of patience 2 If it be the death of an ally, Echvid 

that body , notun the ſtate whereinit now appeares, bur in the brightluſtre of glory, 

wherwith you {bal Echoldit in theday of the ReſurreCtion, wiping away yourtearcs, 
ſay what Raricrus did : Let them bemayle the dead , who cannot haue any hepe of Reſurrection, *, leans mortuos gas 
Let the dead lament their dead fremds , Whom they account dead for ener, Jem "_ _— 

In the third place arme your {clfe with protund humility, and looking on theearth x1can; mori -<60u 
from whence your body came , ſay : My God , it is againſt my pridethy rod is litted a+ ſues, quos in 
vp in this tribulati6. Sha] ſuch acreature as I,drawne ourof the duſt become proud a- perpeinmm exiftiment 
inſt thy comandments, & ſo often ſhake off the yoke of thy Law ? Inow acknow- yſſe: 

edge from the botrome of my ſoulethe abieCneſſe ofmy nothing , and proteſt with al 
teſtentments of hart my dependence on thee. The litle herbe , called tretoyle , foldeth 


' vpthethreeleaues it beareth , when thunder roarcth , thereby willing to tel vs, it wil 


hot lift a creaſt nor rayſe a briſtle againſt Heauen. Lightning alſo, which teareth huge - 
trees aſunder , neuer talles vp6 ir, My GodI heare thy hand murmuring ouer my head 
inthis great affliction , and ] involue me within my felte ; and Echold the element 
Wherinto I muſt be reduced to doe the homage my mortality oweth thee. Exeer- 
cite not the power of thy thunders agai nſt a worme ot the carth , againſt a reed which 
ſerues for a Ln tothe wind, Laſtly take courage what you may in the accidents thar 
happen, and by the imiration of our Sautour retire mrothe boſomeof prayer, w _ is 
a {one- 
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Fa@us in agonje pro- 4 ſoueraigne meanes to calmeal ſtormes. 1 eſus prayed in his agony , and the more his 
lixins oy abat. ſadnes encreaſed the more he multiplycd his prayers, Say in imitation of him : My 
Dfi, qui? mulriplicati ,.1 why are my perſecutours ſaencreaſed 2 Many riſe vp a"ainſt me. Many ſay to my ſoule 
fox co _ = there is no ſaluation for it in Gid. But Lord thou art my Protettour , and my glory , thou art he 
werſum ks 4; Who wilt make meexalt my head about al mine enemies. 
cunt anime mee non 
et ſul 1pſs re Deo 


ein; Tu antem Do- 
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ELEONOR A 


4 {lcight euils , which cauſe vs readily to deplore, and which rayſe a 
Y/il ///2 great noyce, like to thoſe brooks that purle among pilLles; whilſt 
NV z great ones paſſe through a generous ſoule, as huge riucrs which drive 
w their waucs along with a peaceful maicſty. 

Maffzus hiſt, Indi» Thijs manifeſtly appeareth in the death of Soſa and Eleonora , related by Maffens 
6+ & 26. in the faxteenth booke of his hiſtory of the [ndies. This Soſa was by Nation a %or- 
tingale, a man of quality, pious, rich, liLeral , and valiant , married ro one of the moſt 

vertuous women in the whets Kingdome, They hauing been already ſome good time 

in the Indies, and enflamed with the defire of {eeing their deare Countrey againe,em- 

barked at Cochin with their children very yong , ſome gentlemen and officers , and 

with about ſix hundred men. The beginning of their nautgation was very proſperous; 

but teing arriued at Capo de bona ſperanza , they thcre found the deſpaire of their re- 

curne, A weſterly wind beat them back with al violence ; clowds gathered,thunders 

roared , hauen it-ſclfe ſcemedrobreake ivto fire ouer their heads , aud vnder-foor they 

ſaw nothing bur abyſles and images of death. It they would anchor the Occan toflerh 

them , if returnetothe Indizn coaſt , contrary vinds blow to ſtay their paſſage. Their 

ſayles are torne , maſt crack'd , rudder broken, their ſhip ſhaken with ſurges begin- 

ning to leake , induſtry of men fruitleſle , and al let loote to the ſway of tempeſts. 

To concludetheir vnhappineſle another Sothren wind violently thruſt them into 

the port , where they met with ſhipwrack. They muſt auoyd this counter-buffe if 

they would not be buryedin the waues. They caſt anchor to ſtay the ſhip , and leaped 

into cock-boats to recouer ſhore with the more ſafety. Soſa firſt of al ſaued himſelfe, 

his wife , and children , carying with him his gold , {ilucr , and iewels , ſo much as 

ſo imminent a danger would permit, The boats after a returne or two were ſcartered, 

the cable ynto which the anchor of their ſhip was faſtned brake , the ſides leaked, 

the kcele opened, euery man ſought to ſaue himfelfe , many were drowned , other 

ſtrugled with the Ocean , golden coffers , painted cabbinets , and the goodly riches 

of the Indies {\wom , with men halfe-dead toſſed by the waues amongſt fardels and 

packs, and looling life, loſt not (as yet) the fight of that which made them liue. Some 

became black with the buffers they receiued, others bedewed the ſea with their bloud, 

get al defired to reach the hauen ; ſo much delire of lite poſſeſſeth ys, Scarcely gotthey 

thither , but they ſaw their veſſel finke downe to the bottome , leauing them not any 

hope of rcturne. The dead bodies of their companious with the doletul taggage vt- 

tcrly (poyled with ſca-water were caſt vp attheir feet.On whart ſide ſocuer they reflet 

nott:ing is ſeen but calamity. Heerthe dead which begged buryal, there the liuing al 

drenched in water , laden with wounds, ouerwhelmed with toyle , worne with hun- 

ger to arriue ina lauuage Countrey , where hauing nothing almoſt to hope, they haue 
al to tcare. Al 
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Althat poore S-ſa could doe was to kindle fire, and draw out ſome tainted victuals 
wherewith to take refection ;his hart was {eyzed with apprehenſion of this diſaſter, 
in which heſaw al hceſteemed moſt pretious inuolued , notwithſtanding clearing his 
brow he comforted this afflicted company , and fayd 

It was not time to thinke vpon their loſſes , but to gine God thanks he had ſaued their lines. 


That they were not ſo ignorant of the ſea , as not to know ful wel when one makes account / 


to embarke thereon , he muſt expet# hunger , thirſt , loſſes , shipwracks , and. al the miſeries 
of marikirnd. And therefore when they happen they muſt be regarded as things already fore- 
ſeen, and profit made of emls for expiation of ſmnnes. As for the reſt being ſo deſtitute of al things 
im 4 ſtrange Countrey , there was no better riches then mutual correſpondence , which 
world preſeruc the whole bedy adhering together , as diſcord infallibly ruineth dinided 
members. He added ( fetching a deep 1igh) they: might behold their poore Lady with 
ber tender infants in the extremity ef peril , and that although both ſexe. and age re- 
quired they should be ſomembat afsifted , he would neyther ſpare himſelfe nor his for com- 
mon [afety. : | 
[fe wered with teares in their eyes, he might confidently lead them where he 
leaſed , and that they had no further hope of their lives ; butin the obedience they 
reſolucd to yeald to his commands, Hauing then remayned thirteen dayes in this mi- 
ſerable Port , barricadoed. with huge ſtones and coffers left as remainders of their 
ſhipwrack to defend the by night from thieues & wild beaſts , they put themſclues 
in the way to bend towards the Eaſt , directly to a great riuer , which the Porrimeales 
had heertofore named of the Holy Ghoſt. Soſa went foremoſt with his wife, who 


ſhewed maſculine courage in a tender conſtitution : ſhe had her licle children. by her . 


fides , whom turne by turne euery one caryed. Andrew de / aſe the Pilot was in the 
ſame ranke , bearing the ſtandard of the croſle , attended allo by about foureſcore 
Portimgales , and an hundred ſeruants who bare armes. Then followed mariners, 
poore creatures , and other inferiour people who were nor yet cured. 

The good ſeruants moued with compaſſion of Elconora , whom they beheld wal- 
king on toot, framed her a Kind of litter, and ſonghr al they might to comfort her : 
But that laſted not long. Needs in the end muſt the poore Lady rrauel through places, 
where nothing was to be ſeen but wild beaſts, & Cafres more inhumane then beaſts; 


ouer rocks inacceſſible , mountaynes which rayſed their heads aboue the clowds, : 
valleys not to be looked downe into without hotrour,torrents ſwolne with ſhowers, 


mariſhes cloyed with mud , and which was moſt yrkſome , they muſt goe at ravdom 
through wayes of which euery one was ignorant , nor could any direct them ; ſothar 
they made an hundred leagues of thirty. Their litle ſtore of yictual failing , they care, 
krit , picces of rotten whales and other garbages of the {ca , then wild truits; leaues, 
and laſtly ſpared not the carcalcs of beaſts , which'they found in the delert. From 
thatthcy felinto a great ſcarcity of water , andif they would haue any ſcmerhing to- 
krable , they muſt teeke it among Moores aud tygers , aud buy itat eyghtcrownes the 
piut. here were many who overwhelmed with theſe hydeous diſaſters left the 
ſpoyic of their bodyes tocruel Arhiopians, to birds and beaſts , bidding a fad adicuto 
their companions, with the laſt words thar they deſired tobe deliueredito their freinds 
and kinred. Bur the fearesand preſent calamities of cucry one made-them to forget 
the dcad with their requeſts, - | | JT 
. I he vnfortunate Soſa oppreſſed with ſorrow , conſidering ſo many milshaps re- 
doubled one vpon another , and beholding his wife , whoto comfort him ſhevwed her 
{e}tc indefatigable both in mind and body, ſhe carying her children in her turne , aud 
encouraging al the reſt , it moſt ſenlible wounded his! hart to fee a Lady fo tenderly 
trid endure with ſuch conſtancy the vemoſt of worldly mylcries, | | 
Art laſt after Foure month's trauel, thy came to the riuer of the H.G. cre they were 
aware , wherea petty King commanded who very courteoully receiucd them, partly 
moued with the 1ight of ſo great calamity , and partly alſo dcliring by this oppor- 
tunity to make yic of the Portingale's tauour, whereof he ſtood in nced tor his aftaires. 
He let them vndcrſtand , as wel he could his detire of their ſtay with him ,1n expecta- 
Jen of the commodity of geembarking, Otherwiſe, ſhould they hazard theniſelues 
| to 
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to proceed forward ontheir way in thisrmiſerable equipage , they would kein danger 
to be robbed by a neighbour Prince ,one of the greateſt thieues 18 the Countrcy. 

The niore this Barbariev King thewed him(clfe- conrteous , ſo much the more 
Soſa grew ſuſpicious of his proceedings, and liniſterly iudged , rhar ſuch ſweerneſſe 
i 2 man yeknowne wasbutthe-couer-of an cuil purpole, He rhanked him for his 
fauour, and very carneſtlybeſought hint ro accommodate them with Lcars tr paſſe 
che river , which the other viwillingly did, ſeeing the peri] wheremro rhey haſtycd 
to fl. They went, there remayning not” aboue ſix {core of fine or fix hundred mey, 
and hauing been fac dayes on the riuer, they landed at aduenrure , rathcr conſtrayned 
by night then inuited By the commodiouſneſle of place. 

"The next day they deſcryed a {quadron of abourrwo hundred #rioprens , who 
came towards them , which made them prepare fordetence : but troublcd at their ar- 
mes, they ſhewing themfclues peaceful-caough , phe other by geſture and 11gnes dil: 
couered their mfinte milcrics. Theſe people wholy practrzed tricks of deceit , and 
who would make benefit of this —_— , ler them with much adoe vnderſtand they 
might paſſe along to the Kings Palace, where they ſhould be very wel cnrertayncd; 
which they attempred, bur aproaching to the Citry in armes,the King of theſe Barb. 
riens timerous, and wicked, forbad cher entrance, & continedthem toa litle wood, 
where they remayned certaine dayes paſſing the time in a pooretrafick of kniues and 
rifles , which they bartered for bread. 

But this treacherous Prince , who meant ro catch chem inthe ſnare, ſecing they had 
fome commoditics ; ſert word to Seſ« he mult excufe him that he denyed entrance 
. tro the Cirty , and that two cauſcs had put from ir. The firft whercot was the dearth 
of victual among his people ; and the other the feare his fubiccis had of the ores 
gale's armes , they neuer as yet being accuſtemed thereto. But if they would deliver 
their weapons , they ſhould be receiued ints his Citty , and his people conligned tothe 
next townes to ke wel entertayned. This condition ſeemed fomewhat harth, but ne 
ceflity diſgeſted al. They agteed with one conſent to aristy the King , Zleonor4 onel 
excepted, who neuer would confers to betray their defences wn a place where they h 
ſomuch need of them. Behold them difatmued and ſeperated, forme diſperſed mto (e> 
eeral villagcs heete and there : Soſ# with his wife , lis children, and abour tweny 
other Lrought to the regal Citty, 

Scarcely was he artiued, bar ak his company were robbed , beaten with baſtons- 
does , and vſcdthat very nightlike dogs z whillt hintelte had lice bertcr entertain- 
ment:For this Primee ot {auagesitooke al his gold and iewels from him, draue him 
away as a Pyrate, leauing him onely life aud his poote garments. As they wear out 
of this calamity deploring theit mifety , behold anothertroup of Catres armed with 
tauclins who {ct ypon them , and let them know they meiſt lcaue their apparrel if they 
meant not to fotſake their sKkinties, They. were to confounded they neither had 
Tx nor coutage to defend themſelues + behold theedute why they yealded what 
was demanded , as ſheep their fliece, Thete washone bit Eleonora , who preferrin 
death before nakedneſle , ſtood a long time ditpuring about-a poore ſmiock with thelc 
fauages : but inthe end violence bureauct htt of that-which modeſty fought by al 
meanes to keep. - 

The chaſt and honourable Lady ſecing her (clfec naked jn the fight of her domel- 
tikes, whocaſt downe theit eyes at the indignity of ſuch a ſpectacle, prefently burycd 
her ſelfein ſand ypto the niiddle ,couctitig the reſt of her body with her ditcheueltd 
hayre , and euery momehit haulng theſo words in her mouth, where # my busband : then 
eurning towards the Pilet , 4nd:-ſome of her officers there preſent, the ſayd vnrothem 
with a ferled countenance : My good freinds you have hithetto atfoarded to my hul- 
band your Captaine and to me your Miſtreſfe al the duty tray be expected trom your 
fidelity : It is time you leave this budy , which hath already payd to earththe mcity of 
it's tribute, Goe thinke vpon ſaving your lives , and pray tor nty poore {oule : butit 
any one of you returne to ont hate Covititrey , he may recount to'thoſe who ſhal 
pleaſe ro remember the vnfortunare Bleonwa , to what my (innes have reduced me. 
Hauing ſpoken theſe words ſhe ſtood immeveable in a deep filence lome ſpace of time, 
then lytingher eyes to heauen added: My 
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My God ,behold the ſlate wherein I came frommy mothers womb , and the condition where- 
wnto I muſt quickly returne on earth , one part of me being already as among the dead. My 
God, I kr ſje and adore the roddes of thy iuſtice , which ſo roughly , though inſily haue chaſti- 
ced me. 1 ake between thy armes the ſoule of mry moſt honoured busband , if he be dead. Take 
the ſoule of my poore children which are by my ſides. Take mine , now on my lipps , and which 
I yeald to thee , as to my Lordand Father. There is no place farre diſtant from thee nor any ſuc- 
cour impoſſible to thy power. 

As the ſpake this Soſa her huſband came, hauing eſcaped out of the hands of theſe 
theeues who had robbed him, and fin:ding his wife 1n this ſtate, he ſtood by her nor 
able to vtrer a word. "The Lady likewile {pake onely with her cyes,which she ſweetly |. 
fixed ypon him to giue comfort in the violence of theſe inſupportable afflictions, Bur 
he tceling his hart wholy drenched in bitterneſſe , haſtned into a wood of purpoſe 
ro mcere with ſome prey ,at leaſt to feed his litle children , which were as yet by their 
mother's ſide, Thence he ere long returned and found one of them alrcady dead , to 
which with his owne hands he gaue buryal, immediately after he went againe into 
the forreſt to hunt as he had accuitomed , finding no other comfort, 

His hart was perpetually in Zleewora's , where he ſuruiued more then in his owne 
body , and comming to behold her once againe for his laſt , he perceiued ſhe was al- 
ready deceaſed , with his other 6hild , who dyed neer her; there being onely lefttwo 
poore mayds , who bewayled their Lady and made the wilderneſſe reſound with 
their fad complaints. He commanded them to retire a litle aide, then taking Zlco- 
nr Ly the hand he kiſſed it, ſtanding a long time with his lips fixed vato ut , and 
noti:ing to be heard but ſome broken {1ghs. 'I hat done with the help of the maydes, 
he buryed her neer his two children without any complaint or vtterance of one 
word. In aſhort ſpace after he rerurned into the thickeſt of the forreſt , where it was 
thought hc was deuoured, So ioyning his ſoule ar leaſt ro hers , who had:tyed her 
hart to his in death, with exemplcs of her conſtancy. 
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"— MED AVING imthu ſecond part deduced the principal 

DR BY Maximes which concerne the direftion of this preſent 
+ life , we enter into the other , there to behold the power 
A @ of death ouer mortal things , and the immortallity of 
Tea our ſoules in the general diſſolurion of bodies. We con- 
ſeueral wayes they take in their paſſage , and then ſee 
them reunited to their bodies , as in the Reſurrefion. It 1 conder 
thy eyes , Eternal Wiſaome , and by thy fauour we enter into theſe 
preat labyrinths of thy Eternities , therein hoping thy direftion , as 
we incend thy glory. 


_ 
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That it 25 to 0: purpoſe to : Thar the beſt imployment 
 thinke -vpon death ſo farre off, 8: of life is ro be wel prepared for 
and that it alwayes commeth & death,and that good.thoughts 
ſoone enough without thinking : of death are'the ſceds of 1m- 
02 it. | 2 mortality... 


'< 


\ T'isa ſtrange thing that men being al made out of one 
and the ſame maſſe are ſo different 1n beliefs, in reaſons, 
| 1n cuſtomes, & actions,as the Protexs of Poetical fables, Diuerſity of meh. 
| Our manners daily teach vs a truth *, which fayes : 
* There is not any thing {6e mutable vpon carth as the 
hart of man, 
Yet we ſce in the world many. honourable perſona+ 
ges and good men who trape apace to this triumphany 
| Cutie of God , this heauenly leruſalem , looking on the ' \ 
bleſſings of the other life with an eye purifyed by the rayes of faith, and expecting 
them with a hope for which al heauen is in bloome, But there are an infinit number of, Opinion concer- 
black ſoules marked with the ſtamp of Cain, who conſider al is ſaid of rhe ſtate of the ning the other life, 
other world as if it were fome imaginarie iJand , faigned tg be in the Occan to, 
amuze credulous (| pirits,and fil them partly with pleaſing dreames, partly with irke- 
fome viſions, © _ 
If thefe people could find fome apparantproofs,they would calily perſuade them- 
ſelues there were no death ; but their ſenſes conuince of the contraric from expe- 
rience of al Ages, they belecue that which they dare not thinke on , aud commoply 
dye after ſo brutiſh a faſhion that a man may ſay , they had conuerted the lights of 
an immortal ſpirit wholly into fleſh, 
Burt you generous ſoules whom at this preſent 1 intEd roguide through the hopes 
and rerrours of the other life , obſerue this firſt ſtep iyou muſt make , ro enter into a 
new world with conſtancy, not vynwortby a ſqule ſenſible of it's immortality, 
' 2, Lite and death are the two poles on the which al creatures rowle : lite is the 1 ife and death the 
frſt act moucable and continual of the lun thipg; deaththe ceſſation of the ſame two poles of the 
act. And as there are three notable aCtions in things animmared, the one whereof ten- world, 
dcth to nouriſhment and increaſe , the other to ſenſe, the third to vnderſtanding , fo 
4 there 


142 XV. MARXTME 
Diuers kinds of Þcre arc three ſorts of liues, the vegeratiue the {enfitue,and the intellectual : the vege- 
life, taciuc in plants, ſenſitiue in beaſts, the intellectual which onely apparteyneth to Ggd 
Angels and men, The intellectual life is deuided into two other, which are the life of 
grace and glory. In heauen (the place of thingsererna]) raigne thoſe great and diuine 
lines which neuer dyc,apd which arcin a perpetual vigour being applyecd to the firſt 
ſource of liues, which is God, Butin the more inferiour ranke of the world are dye. 
ing lives,of which we daily ſee the beginning , progreſle, and end. Here properly is 
the dominion of geith,and our onelie myſtery is to : 0 wel, Some doe it of toy" 
others euery day anticipate it by vertue. Now itis my deſire here ro ſhew you, That 
death in the ſtate wherein the world is at this preſent,is a ſingular inucntion of divine 
l prouidence; whether we conſider the generalry of men, whether we looke on the yi- 
cious,or fixe out thoughts on the iuſt, ; 
ProuidenceofGod . 3+ Some complayne of death, but you would ſee much other complaints , if in 
concerning the ſuch a life as we liue there were no death. You would ſee men worne with yearcs 
ſentence of death, and cares, daily to charge Altars with vowes and prayers , men inſupportable to al 
inthe generality of the world,irkcſome to life, inexpugnable to death, men old as the earth , inceſſantly 
mee. calling vpon the howre of death ; and almoſt cating one another with diſpaire. God 
Plato in Times, Path herein ((ayth PLaro) wel prouided ; for ſecing the ſoule was tobe ſhut vp in the 
Pater miſevicors illis ÞOdy as ina priſon, he hath at leaſt made it's chaynes mortal. | 
wort:llis vin uls Whar makes you ſo much delire life? I find ({ayth the worldling) it 7s & pleaſure 
facrebas, to behold the light , the Rarres elements & ſeaſons. There wil be much more delight to ſee 
them one day yader your fect; then there is now to behold them ouer your head? Are 
there now ſo many yeares you haue been ypon the carth , and haue you not yer ſuf- 
fciently looked ypon the elements 2 There were cerraine people among the Pagans 
who by lawcs forbad a man of fifty yearcs to make vle of the Philician , (aying ir 
diſcouered too much loue of life; and yet with Chriſtians you. may find ar the age of 
fourſcore who wil not endure a word of the other world , as it they had not yer one 
Ambroſ 1. 2. d& ayes leaſure to looke into it.” Bur-Þ mnſt ſtil performe the attions of life. Haue you nor 
Abel & Cain. done them enough? Sce you not that to liue long is to be long in rhe entertaynment 


Non adwertizis ſene- Of trauel and mijery,which extend their power oucr our heads,according as the web 


” 


fntem henc erum- of our life lengrhneth 2 Doe you not conlider we are in his life as ffh in the ſea, per- 


eqns of _— petually 1n.feare of nets or hooks 2 Wil you not [ay , we liue here in the middeſt of 
nap. Procefcnitaſg miſcry and enuy, as berween Scylla & Charybdys, and thar to decline once perithing 
creſcere flipendia, We daily make ſhipwrack > Norwithſtanding we are pleaſed with lite,as if man were 
Scylle» quodem vſs not ſo much an mortal creature, as an immortal miſery. 

coreums 01476 mor Doe you not know life was giuen by God to Cain the moſt wicked man an earth, 
- a naufre- fora puniſhment of his crime,and you wil it reſt with you as title of reward 2 There 
Revolution trou- is great cauſcto delire life, Were there no other miſcries, (which are bur too frequet) 
bleſome. this anxiety and turmoyle of relapſing actions would tyre vs. Whar is life but clos- 
thing and vncloathing , ryſing and downe-lying,drinking,cating fleeping, gaming, 
ſcofting,negotiating,buying,lclling,mafonry,carpentry,quarelling,couſenir g, row- 
ling in a labyrinth of acti6s , which perpecruaily turne & returne,filling and emprying 
the tub of the Daneides,8& to be continually tyed ro a body, as tothe tending of an jn- 
font,a foole,or a ſick man ? That 15 met 1t which withdraweth me ({ay you ) But I muſt ſee 
the world and line with the lining. Had you been al your life time ſhut vp1n a priſon,and 
not ſeen the world but through a litle grate, you had ſeen cnough of it. What behold 
you in the ſtreets but men, houſes, hortes, mules,coaches, and people, whotumble vp 
and downe like fiſhes in the ſea , who haue many times no other trade but to deuoure 
one another, and beſides ſome pelting trifles hanged out on ſtalles? When 1 haue 
ſeen al rhis but for halfe an hower , I ſay; O God how litle is the world? Is 1t for this 
we deceiue,we ſweare, and make a diuorce between God and vs ! 

But admit we were not intereſſed in this action,muſt we not reſt on the law of 
God who maketh life and ordayneth death by the iuridical power of his wiſedome, 
eucr to te adored by our wils, though licle penetrableto our vnderſtanding? Wil you 
I proncunce an excellent ſaying of Tertul[ian : The world is the belly of Nature, and 


men are 11 it as children in the mothers womb : the birth of men are the world's child- 
| bearing s, 


Baſeneſſe of the 


world. 


Fterus nature. 
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bearings ,death it's lyingsin , and deliveries, Would you not dye , to hinder the 5" excellent con- 
world from bringing forth , and vnburdning it-ſelfe by the way the Souucraigne Ks deg o-_ 
Maiſter hath appointed ir? We haue ſeen Tyrants of al ſorts, ſome inuented exquiir iti —_— 
corments and tryals, others forbad cating and drinking, ſome to weep , ſome cauſed 

children to be raken from the tear ro ſtrangle them arfd cut their throats as Pharao 8& 

Hered, But neuer was there anie amongſt them who forbad women with child to be 

deliucrcd, The world hath for a long ſpace Leen big with you,and would not you 

haue it to be delivered at the tyme God's counſels haue crdayned?>Were it a handſome 

thing thinke you to ſcean infant preſently ro haue teeth,and arriculare ſpeach,and yet 

(if it might ke) would ſtay in the mothers womb , viing no other reaſon tut that » 


\ thereis warme being. 


Iudge now and take the euen ballance; ifthe world be the belly of narure, if this 
good mother bare vs the tyme God's prouidence appointed , if the now ſeek her de- 
liverie that we maic be bornein the land of the liuing,in aquite other clymate,, ano- 
ther life, another light, are not we verie ſimple to withſtand it , as little infants who 
cry when they iſſue our of bloud and ordure at the ſight of day-light, yer would not 
returne thither from whence they came. ; SEIY 
4. Behold the prouidence of Godin that which concernerh death in the generalliry Providence in the 
of al men.Letys {ce in this ſecond point the like prouidence towards the wicked,the _ of the vi- 
vicious,rich,and proud great-ones, who ſpit againſt heauen. We muſt brſt eſtabliſha , 
moſt yndoutted maxime,thar there is noithing ſo ynhappy as impunity of men,aban- [7 L. 4. de com 
doned to vice ,Which is the cauſe the paternal prouidence of God arreſteth them by c, ſupplicio carent 
the meanes of death , diftating vatothem an excellent leſſon of their equallity with ineſt illis aliquid al- 
other mcn, | erin malz,ipſa im- 
Mortals circumvoluc in life and death as heauen on the pole artick and antartick ”— 
from eaſt ro weſt; the ſame day which lengthneth our life in the morning, ſhortneth _- at hogan 
itin the cucning,and al Ages walke that way,not any one being permitted to returns 
backe againe.Our fore-fathers paſſed on;we paſſe, & our poſterity followes vs in the 
like courſe ; you may ſay,they arc waues of the ſea where one waue drives another, 
andintheend al come to breake againſt a rocke, What a rocke is death 2 There are 
aboue fiue thouſand yeares that ir neuer ceaſeth tocruſhtheheads of ſo many mortals 
and yet we knoy it not, | FE MY 
I remember to this purpoſe a notable tradition ofthe Hebrewes telated by Maſins 1 —— _ * 
vpon Joſue , to wit, that Noe inthe vniuerſal deluge which opened the flud-gates of Ne. 
heauen to ſhake the columnes of the the world , and bury the carth in waters, inſtead 
of gold, filuer, and al fbrrof creaſures , caryed the bones of Adam into the Arke, and 
diſtributing them among his ſonnes, ſayd : Take children behold the meſt pretious 
inhericance your father can leaue you : you ſhal ſhare lands and ſeas as God ſhal ap- 
point;but ſuffer not your {clues to be intangled intheſe vanitics, which are more brit- 
tle then glaſſe, moye light then ſmoake and much ſwifterthen the winds. My Chil- 
dren, al glydeth away here below , and there is nothivg which eternally ſubſiſterh; 
Tyme it-{clfe which made vs, deuoures ard conſumerh vs. Learne this leſlon from 
theſe dumb DoRours,the reliks of your grand-father, which wil ſerue yan for a re- 
tuge in your aduerlities,a bridle in your proſperities,and amirrourart al tymes. 
Moreouer I affirme death ſerues for a perfect leſſon of wſtice to the wicked, 
which they were neuer willing _ to vnderſtand , for it putteth intoequali- 
ty al that which hazard , pallion , and iniquity had fo 1] diuided into ſo many 
obiects, 
Birth maketh men equal,ſince they receiue nought e)s from their morhers womb 
bur ignorance,ſinne,debility and nakednefle ; bur atrer they come out of the hands of 
the midwife, ſome are pur into purple and gold, others into rags and ruſfers ; ſome en- 
ter ypon hugh patrimonies, where = {tand in money vp tothe throat,and practiſe 
almoſt nothing els throughout their whole life but to ger by rapine with one hand, 
and profulcly Lad with the other, Some live baſely and miſerably necefJirous. A 
braue ſpirir able to gouerne a large Common-wealth is ſct to w by the condition 
of his pouerty. Another becomes a ſeruant to a coxcomb, who hath nt the-hundrerh 
| part 
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part of Jus capacity. | 

It is the great Comedy of the world played in ſundry faſlions , for moſt ſecrer 
reaſons knowne to diuine prouidence;zwould you haue it laſt ro eternity? See you nor 
Comedians hauing playd Kings and beggars on the ſtage, rerurne to their owne ha- 
bir, valeſſe they day and night delire to perſiſt" in the ſame ſport? And whart dilpro- 
portion is there if after euery one haue played his part in the world , accordirg to the 
meaſure of time preſcribed him by prouidence ,he relume his owne habit? 

I alſo adde,it is a kind of happines tor the wickcd to dye quickly, becaule it is 
vnhitto act that long which is veric i] done; And fince they lo deſperately vie life, it 
is expcdient,not being good,it be ſhorr, that ſhorrnes of time maie render the malice 

| of it leſſe hurfu], 

If examples of their like who ſoone dye make them apprehenſiue of the ſame way, 
and how ſcaſonably to prepare for death,jir is a ſingular bleſſing for them. Bur if per- 
liſting in contempr they be puniſhed, itis God's goodnefle , his wuſtice be vnderſtood, 
and that it commandeth euen in hel. 

5- Bur if at this preſent you refle& on the death of the Tuſt which you ſhould de- 
ſire, I ſay God's prouidence there brightly appeareth inthree prencipal things, which 

The ſcetneſſe of arc, ceſſation from traucls and worldiy mileries, the {wcet tranquillity of departure, 
the death of the and fruition of crownes and rewards promiſed. | | 
Joſt loo 3. Firſt you muſt imagine what holy Io ſaid , that this life is tothe iuſt as a mine 
Qui exp-HFene mr- herein poore {laucs are made to labour,that they may hitypon the veines of gold & 
rem 9164/8 eff+dientes A P : 5 . y - y po þ24 
"Nl þ key ſfiluer, And Tertyllian had the like conceit when he ſaid , the firſt man was cloathed 
Tertnl. de pallio. with skinnes by the hand of God,to teach him he entred into the world as a ſlaue into 
Hom pellitus orbi, a mine, Now as theſe hirelings who ceaſe nor to turne vp the earth with {weat on 
quaſs mesallo darur, (hi. browes, teares intheir eyes, & lighes in their harts, no ſooner haue they mer with 
the hopcd veinc , butthey retoyce and imbrace one another for the conecutment they 
Efay. 38. taketo ſec their trauels crowned with ſome good eucr:{o afrer {uch cobars,(! uch rough 
Is leune oredie- temprations,fo many calumnics,ſo many litigious wranglings, ſuch perſccuti6e, ſuch 
mini , & in pace de- VExatios & toyles which choſen ſoules haue yndergone in the thraldome of this body, 
ducemini : mentes & when the day comes whercin they by a moſt happy dearh meer the veines ofthe inex- 
colles cantebunt c- Hhauſtible treaſure whercof they are to take poſſethon they conceiue moſt inexplicable 
= 10 —_— comfort, Then is the tyme they heare theſe words of honcy : Goe confidently taithtul 
wy en Peus om- {Oules, goc out of thoſe bodyes, goc out with alacrity, goe our in ful peace and {afety : 
nem lachrymem ab the eternal mountaines,to wit the heaucns,and al thc goodly companics of Angels & 
ocu'is exrum, more moſt bleſſed ſpirits which inhabit them wil recetue you with hymnes of triumph: Goe 
_— _— _ confidently on,behold God who is readie to wipe away your teares with his owne 
Mens ultra; 10gars. There ſhal be no more death,no more teares , no moreclamours,no more ſor- 
quia prim abjerunt, TOWES , behold a ſtate wholy new , what repole , what ceſſation of armes , what 
ecce nowa facio omnia, Peace! 
Doe you not ſometimes repreſent vnto your (elfe theſe pogge Chriſtians ( of 
whom it is ſpoken inthe acts of S. Clement ) men of good place , baniſhed for the 


| 160 0aenon faith, wholabourcd in the quarreys of Cherſoneſus with a moſt extreame want of wa- 

ter and great inconueniences , when God willing to comfort their trauels, cauſed on 
Plat. 35, the top ofa motitayne a 1ab maruclouſly white to appeare,, who ſtruck with his foot, 
Srania cpu! ce inſtantly made fountaynes of liuely water to diſtii> What comfort, what refrethment 


fone vite, oh in 'u- for the drowthic multitude ! But whart is it in compariſon , when a braue and faithful 

mine 80 videbimus Chriſtian, who hath paſſcd this life in noble and glorious actions,great toyles and pa- 

lwcem. tience, bcholds the Lamb of God Omnipotent, which calleth him to the eternal ſour- 
ces of life? Whar a {pcctacle to ſee S. Lewss dye, after he had twice with a huge army 
paſſed {o many ſeas, tempeſts, monſters , armes , and bartrailes for the glory of his 
Marſter?Whart a ſpectacle to ſee $. Paul the Hermit dye after he had laboured an hun- 
dred yeares vnder the habit of Religion. 

The ſecoud condition of this death is great tranquillity ; for there is nothing at 
that time in al the world ableto afflict , or by acts voreſigned to ſhake a ſoule fir- 
mely ynited to it's God, But what, ſay you : Inſt men if they be rich, doe they not beare in 
this lafl agony ſome affeftion to their riches and poſſeſſions? | ms 

Nay 
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Nay lo farre isit otherwiſe that they with alacrity goe our of al wordlie wealth as 
a little Lird from a filuer cage , to ſoare in the feilds at the firſt breath of the ſpring- 
tide. I pray tel me , tharI mate pronounce before you an excellent conceit of S. Cle- ©, pom + 
ment the Reman inthe third of his Recognitions : If a little chicken were ſlut vp in Recognit. ; 
an cg2e,the ſhel tyherot were gilded & ſer out with curious and delicate payrrings, 
ard had reaſon, and choile giueniteither to remayne in this prerious priſon or emoy 
day-light with al other lming creatures vnder heauens vault , thinke you it would 
abide in a golden the] tothe premdice of it's likerty? And imagine with your ſelfe, 
what are al the braue fortunes which haue ſo much luſtre in the world ? they are gil- 
ded ſhels no way comparable to the likerty of God's children. A gocd rich man \ 
dycth as Abrabam, who layes in Origen : My God, if I hane been wealty, it was for the Dines fui ſed paupe- 
foore; I went aut of my houſe to become a houſe for thoſe who flood inneed of it, and am per- 16; extorrss parria, 
{waded that thou haſt made me 4 Stew.nd of thy goods ro diftribute them , and not to brood 2m ſea, 
them as the hen ber egees. Late 7 
SH : G n 1.0 pairia: ſezens 
Bur if the Iuſt man dye poore,he is by ſo much the better pleaſed to for{ake wretched me non incubatorem, 
lodgings of ftraw and mortcr to goe into an ercrnal Palace, But doth ir net trouble him [ed 4ſpenſarorem di- 
to lexue 4 wife children, and all yes? He lcaues al that ynder the royal mantle of the cter= 4" 418/141, 
ral prouidence,and firmely telecues that he who hath care of the flowers inthe field, 
tirds, bees, and ants, wil not forſake reaſonable creatures , ſo they reft in their duty, 
But if they muſt ſuffer inthis world he wil make of their tribulations ladders and 
toot-ſtooles of their glory. 
What ſhal we ſay of the body? Doth nor the ſoule i] to leaue it? The tody isto the 
ſoule as the thadew of the earth in the ecclyple of the Moone. See yownot how this 
bright ſtarre which illuminarcth our vights 1eemeth to Le vewillingly captiued in 
the darke, but ſparkleth to ger alott ard tree it-(elte from earthly imprefſiens? Sothe ,_ Corinth. x, 
faithful ſoule readily vntwyneth it-(e}te from the body, wel knowing it hath a much Scmus quoniam fi 
better houſe in the mheritice of God, which is not a manufacture of m:en,turamonu- *rrft+ is demus no- 
ment of the hands of the great Workeman, Repretent ynto your felte {ob on the i". = _ 
doughil, a great aratcmny of torpcs couered with a bloudy skin,a bedy which falleth —_ OT 
in peeces,and a ſfoule on the lips readie to ifhue forthas a leſſee from a ruinous dwel- haten.us domum non 
ling. Thinke you he is trouvicd to leaue tus body ? Nay rather he dyeth as a phenix manufaHam , ſed &- 
on the mountayne of the ſun,in the cdours of this heroick yertues, rnam in cal, 
But that which makcth this death more ſweet and honourable then any thing,is _ F- e" BY 
a . . , : 3 n nidulo meo mo- 
the hope of Leatirude, whercot 1 wil ſpeake in the nyneteenth maxime. Note that yiay . & ſoent phenix 
worldlivgs dye hecr,ſome like veto ſwailowes, others as ſpiders ; the euil rich paſſe muiriplcabs ds. 
awaic as {wallowcs, who Jleaue no memory of them but a neft of mortar and ſtraw; 
for tuch are al the taire riches of the earth, F he ambmious peri as tpiders, who pre- 
ſera wretched threads, and ſome little fiyes in them;tuchare allothe ſnares, purluirs, 
and buſinefics of rhe world. But the Inſt forſake vs like the ti}kKe-worme. For this lit- 
tle creature had it yrderftar,ding would be wel pleated fluctng forth of her priſon 
to become a Eutterfiy , to fee the goodly halls of great men, Churches and Altars to 
ſmile vnder her workes. What a contentment tothe confeience of a iuft man indeath 
w conſider the Churches adorned, Alters couered, poore fed, finnes refifted , vertucs 
rrowned , like ſo many pceces of tapiſtry by the worke of his hands! Hath henot 
cauſe to ſay :1 entred into the liſt, I valiantly fought, I hawe wel ended my vace,there remay- ": Timoth. 4. 


ws wathing more for me but to weare the crowne of Inflice ,. whech God keepes for mb as 4 on 
pledge c ; 5A mani,in velique repo- 
6, | yet come againe to thee, (worldlie man) who ſo mach feareſt this laſt hower. fr2 «ft mihi corona 


Learne from this diſcourſe to fortify thy ſelfe againft'theſe vaine apprehenſiors of inſine. | 

death , which haue more diſturbance for thee thefithe ſea ſurges, Is ut nota goodly Faborwne to 

thing to ſee thee tremble at thy entrance into ſo beaten a path , wherein fo many mii- c,. 1 PEPED 
wow roury Y feare death, 

lions haue paſſed along before thee, and the moſt timerous of the carth haue tniſhed 

their courſe as wel as the reſt without any contradiction ? Al that which fſeemeth 

moſt vngaſie in this paſſage is much {weetned by two conliderations,the hrit whereof 

is,that God made it {o common, thar there is no liuing creature exempt ; and the other 

that to diſpoſevsto a great death wecuety night find in our fleep a linle death, 

Wilt 
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W.!t thou ther ſtil doubt to fer thy focr-ſteps firmely 1n the paths which the 
worids Sauiour with his holy Mother imprinted with their tracks 2 Atter thou haſt 
flept ſo many yeares and fo long paſſed through the pertic mileries of death , ſhale 
thou neucr come to rhe great? Why art thou fo apprehenfiuc of death? Sickneſſe and 
miſcrics of the world wil one day perhaps make thee defire that Which thou now 
moſt feareſt. Were it not better to doe by cleCEtion what mult be (uffered by neceſſity) 
Haſt thou ſo little profited in the world thar thou haſt nor yer ſome treind, fome one 
dearly beloued , who paſſed into the other life ? Needs muſt thou haue verie little af- 
fettion in ſtore for him if thou fcarcſt rhe daie which ſhould draw thee neer to his 
COmpany.. , | : 

What is it maketh al theſe apprehentions ariſe inchy mind 2 Is it foil with thee to 
forſake a world ſo treacherous, lo miſerable, ſo corrupt?1t thou haſt been therein per- 
perually happy, which is verie rare, couragioully ſet a {eale vpon thy felicity , and be 
not wearie of thy good hap , which may cafily be changed into a great nuisfortune. 
Many haue liued too long by one yearc,others by one day,w hich made them ſee what 
they feared moreghen death. But it thou be afflicted and perſecuted in this life, why 
art thou not aſhamed when God callcth thee ro goc out taintly from a place where 
thou canſt not ſtay without calamity? _ | 

Depler'ſt thou thy gold, hiluer, coſtlic atrire,houſes,and riches? Thou goeſt into a 
country where thou no longer {halt nced anie of that. ] hey were remedies giuen thee 
for the neceſſities of life,now that thy wounds thal be cured, wouldeſt thou {til weare 
tac playſters ? Bewayleſt thou lolle of freinds? There are ſome who expect thee aboue, 
which are better then the worldlic, more wiſe, more aſſured , and who wil nener af- 
foard thee ought but comtorr. ES ca 

'Thou perhaps lamenr'ſt the habite of body and pavgs of this'paſſage. It is not death 
then which makes thee waxe pale, but lite thou {0 dearely loucd'it. It hath been tould 
thec in the laſt agonics of death the body teeleth great dilturbances,that it turnes heer 
and there,that one ruts the bed-cloths with his hands, hath conuullions : thurs faſt 
the teeth,choketh words, hath a trembling lower lip, pale vilage,tharp nol{c;rroubled 
memory,{peech fumbling,cold [wear , the white of the eye ſunck , and the afpect to- 
tally changed, | 

Whar need wwe feare al that which perhaps wil neuer happen to vs? How many 
arc tnere whodye very {weetly,and almoſt not thinking of it? You would ſay they 
arc not there when it happens. C eſar the Pretour dyed putting an his thoes, Lucius Le- 
pidus ſtriking with his toor againſt a gate , the Rhodian Embaſſadour hauing made an 
oration before the Senate of Reme, Anacreon drinking, Torquatus cating a cake, Card; 
nal Colonna taſting figs , Zeuxes the Painter laughing at the picture of an old woman 
he was to finiſh, and laſtly Angyſtus the Monarch pertorming a complement. Bur if 
ſome thing muſt be endured,think you the hand of God is {tretched out to torment 
you aboue your force,or ſhortned to comfort you? He wil giue you 4 winter accor- 
ding to your wool (as it is {aid) ſufferings according to the itrengrh of your body, & 
a crowne for your patience, | 

You feare nothing ({ay you) of al that I mention, but you dread Iudgement? Who 
can better order that then your ſclfe? Had you been the moſt deſperate linner in the 

world,if you take a ſtrong reſolution to make hereafter an exact andeffectual conuer- 
lion,the armes of God are open to receiue you, He wil prouide for your paſlage, 
doubt it nor, as he tooke care for your birth, He wil accompany you with his An- 


- 


gels, he wil hold you vnder the veyle of his face, ynder the thadow of his protec- . 


con, and if he muſt purge you by 1uſtice he wil crowne you by his mercy. 


EXAMPLE 


. 
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XV. EXAMPLE VPON ee: 
FIFTEENTH MASXNIME. 


| TOE 


THE MANNER OF DYING WEL, 
drawne from the model of our Lady. 


Ne of the moſt important®myſtcrics in the world is to dye 
wel. It is nener done but once , and if one faile to performe ir 
A wel he is loſt without recouerie. It is the laſt lineament of the 
Ay table of our life , the laſt blaze of the torch extinguiſhed , the laſt 

; Ls luſtre of the ſetting ſun , the end of the race which giues a period 
FAD tothe courle , the great ſcale which ſigneth al our ations, One 


US 
d 


may in death correct al the detects of an 1] life, and al the yertues of a good are de- 
faced and polluted by an euil death. The art of dying wel being of fo great 
conſequence,it ſcemes God permitted the death of his Mother to teach vs what ours 
ought to be. The death of the Virgin Mary is the death of a Phenix,which hath three 


conditions,reſolution,diſengagement,and ynion. | : 
I begin with refolution of conformity to the wil of God, which is the firſt quality 1. Quality of good 
ſhould be had to dye wel. That is to hold life in your hands as a loane borrowed death, is the indif- 
from heauen, euer readie to reſtore it at the leaſt ſummons you ſhal haue from the wil — of eime & 
of God. It is not perfectionnot to care for life through impatience , nor to haue an 7 
care not deafe to death through faintneſſe of courage, This reſignation was moſt 
excellent and verie admirable in our Lady for two reaſons. Firlt the great know- 
ledge ſhe had of beatitude. Secondly the ineffable loue ſhe bare to her Sonne. For I 
leaue you tothinke if our deſires follow the firſt rayes of our knowledges, and if we 
be ſo much the more carneſt after a good as we are the berter informed of it's me- 
rit, what impatience muft our Ladie needs haue of life, fince ſhe receiued a ſcience of Patience of our 
beatitude , 7 wm , powerful , and reſplendent aboue al other creatures , God 1.299 to endure 
gruing her leauc to ſee in Caluarie the abyſle of his glories , in the depth of his life, 
olours. 
Itis no wonder we ſoveric calily affect life, ſeeing we are as the little children of 
a King bred in the houſe of a ſheaphcard , as the gloſſe ypon Daniel reporteth 
touching the education of Nabwchodonozor. We know not what a ſcepter , King- 
dome or crowne is in this great meaneſle of a life , baſe and terreſtrial, But had 
we talked| onely one quarter of an hower with a bleſſed ſoule , and diſcourſed of 
thc ſtate of the other lf. our harts would wholy diſſolue into defires, Which makes 
me ſay it was an act of a moſt heroical reſolution in the Bleſſed Virgin in thoſe 
great knowledyes ſhe had of Paradiſe , to haue continued fo many yeates in this 
lite, and if you conſider the moſt ardent loue the bare her Sonne , who was the ada- 
mant of al loues , you ſhal find the Holie Virgin who had borne al the glory of 
Paradiſe in her womb, more merited w'this refignation ſhe made to fee her Ek 
ſcpcrated the ſpace of thirty yearcs- both from Paradiſe and her Sonne , then al 
"= Martyrs did in reſigning themſclues to deaths , ſtrange , bloudie , and hy- 
cous, 
There is nothing comparable to the martyrdome of loue, It is an exhalation in a Martyrdome of 
cloud, It is a fire in a mine , a torrcnt ſhut vp in diches; a night of ſepcration laſterh loue. 
Ages, and al waxeth old for it, but it's defires. Now this holy Mother to be thirty yea- 
res vpon the cxofſe of loue without repining, without complaint or diſturbance ,peace- 
O ably 
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ably expecting the ſtroke of her hower , what vertue , and how farre are yye 
fron it! | 
Worldly irreſolu- So now adayes throughour [the world you ſee nothing but mourners who are 
tions of death. . Joath to liue, or faint-harted that would nener dye.Some cry out: Come ro me, (0 [[u7gich 
Boer. Carm. 1. ph) thou haſt forgotren me, what doe I heere? I am but 4 lining death, and anvnprefirable 


Eheu cur dura miſe t 
hd ; oh | 
Yor aurteris aure, Oden to the earth? Ab (death)baſt thou eares of brafſſe and diamant for me alone? Canft tho 


Er flentes oculos 19 Shut vp mine eyes which I daily drowne in my teares? Much otherwiſe, when we (ee + 


claudere ſeuanegas? one dye yong,treth, flouriſhing,in honour, wealth, health,proſperity,we cry out vpon 
death is 1f it were cruel and malicious. To take (ſayth one) this yong berrothed, this poore 
. mayd, this busband intended , this excellent man who fo wel played the Rhodomopt : ty lay 
hold of one ſo neceſſarie for the publike im the flower of his age | W by tooke it not awaie this 
criple, thu beggar why hath not wherewith to live ? Why tooke it not awaie this other who 
daily dyes yet cannot dye once? O our manners {, o dainty conccits ! o fit language! 
Were it not ſome little humane reſpect , we would take Gods prouidence by the 
throat, | 
Whom doe we contend withal? The indifferency we daily ſce in the death of men, 


where as {oone the yong is taken as the old the happic as the miſerable ,the Emperour: 


as the Porter, is one of the greateſt fignes of God's proutdence to be admired, Why 

then complayne we that God maketh vsto leaue life when he pleaſcth? It is not a pu- 

niſhmentbur a wholſome doctrine,by which we learne the power of the diuine wiſe. 

dome, Firſt when we entred into life our aduiſc was not required whether we 

would be borne in ſuch or ſuch an Age, ſuch a day, ſuch a yeare, ſuch an hower; ſo 

when we muſt be gone from hence , there is no reafon to aske our counſe], Let ys 

p-; onely yeald yp this laſt loanc , and not murmure againſt rhe father of the family, Let 

vsnot ſay this man should gre before & this after. Who Knowes them berter then God } 

You complayne this miſerable creature liuesſo long, how Know you whether he ac- 

compliſhthe yeares of his purgatory 2 How know you whether God ſuffers him to 

become a ſpectacle vnto you ot his patience? Why gnath you your teeth for anger, 

that this man rich, that inan fortunate , and char other {o qualiftyed is taken hence in 

his fouriſhing youth? How Know you the miſaduentures and thipwracks which at- 

Yno auniſs non de- toned himyhad he ſti) continuedin the world?Y ou fay, he was necefſarie? Why God 
ficis alter anren®. 1 ew there is not anic thing neceffarie in the world but himtfelte. 

Poore eyes of a bat which ſee-nothing bur darknefle , you would g1ue eyes tg 

Argur , and lightto the ſun. It you dehire to take part tn the prudence of the inſt, 


handlethe matter ſo,that for the fir{t {igne of a good death you be eucr indifferent to 


liue or dye,according to our Ladyecs example, Daily expect death, ftand perperually 
Inſtin& ofthe ono- on your: gard, Doe as the braue bird the Grecians cal onocratalus which is ſo wel 
craralus, practiſed to expect the hawke to grapple with her , that euen when tleep {huts vp 
Conſtancy of faith. her eyes ſhe ſleepeth with her beake exalted , as it the would contend with her ad- 
Tertul. Idol. c. 2. uerſary. Know we are continually among rocks and dangers, that there necds but 
. oe _—_ one hower to get al or looſcal, that the day of iudgement comes with the pace of a 
fodes nauigat, ture thiefe,and that we mult be readie to recciue it, and rclohute ro combat with death to 
ſs cama,ſecwraſs payne immortality. Hold this concluding {crnence of Terrallian as an oracle : A- 
arronire. Cererum Tmmong'ſt the rocks and ſhelues of this (ca, called lite , Chriſtian faith paſſerh on, brea- 
| 1 nrent Eexcuſsis king the waues , filling the ſayles with Gods ſpirit, ever aſſured yer ever Giſtruſttu], 
= Foal & perpetuglly tearclelle yer iti] careful of the tutute. As for the relt it ſces ynder it's 
fraginm, irreſpurabi- feet an _— not to be paſſed by { wimmitg , an inexplicable ſhipwracke for thoſe 
le deworatss hype= whoare drenched, a gulte which ſuffocares al {uch as it once ſwalioweth, 
Eriphiions, = The ſecond quality of a good death is the readie and conſtant adieu giuen tothe 
Mtg = ty of world,as didthe Bleſſed Virgin, who was fo diſengaged from it towards death, that 
FG "? ;.de vita ſhetouched not carth at al, but with the {oles of her feet. 
Mofis 1n fine. Philo ſfayrh , God gaue Moyſes leaue ro lue yerie long . perpetually in 
Notable ſpeach of glorious actions , in contemplations , 1n lights , lo that his body was worne, 
Philo of Moyles eq , and almoſt wholy yapoured out into the ſubſtance of his ſpirit, By 2 
Oe. Much ſtronger reaſon may one ſay the like of the Mother of God. Fot 


AS vs nawn fe PE 


Lame it is certaine her life was nothing &©is bus a divorce from the world, 
; | Put 
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Rutas Phiicians obſerue that the breath of ſtorks is purifyed and made ſweet in 
the proportion as they increaſe in age, in ſuch ſort , that becomming old they yeald 
tort moſt odorifcrous exhalations : So the life of this holy Mother which was euer 
hanging abour the hart of her Sonne , euer in the contemplation of the great myſte- 
rics of our ſaluation, perpetually in the furnaze of loue , wholly transformed it-lelfe 
icto her weibcloucd, as one waxe melted into another , as a drop of water powred 
iro a great veſſel of wyne, as incenſe waſted in flames, O what ſweetneſle of breath! 
what edour of vertucs in hcr old age! Her body {cemed to be exhaled , and to va- Harphius cap. 49- 
p« ur out al in ſoule ; the ſfoule which is the knor of lite, and which poſſefleth in vs libri de myſtic. 
the molt jntcriour part of ſpiritualty , diſſolued wholy into ſpirit , which is in the **©%* 

middle, and the ſpirit melted entirely into the vnderſtanding which hath the high- » 
eſt ranke in the ſoule , and which bearcs the image of the moſt hohie Trinity, Her 

memory in a filent repoſe was freed from al remembrices of the world, her wil reli- 

dd in larguithing feruours , and her vnderſtanding was wholy ingulphed in great 

abyſles of lights ; there was not one ſmal threed of imagination which tyed her 

ro carth, O what an adieu to the world ! It is verie wel declared inthe Canticles by 

theſe words ; Who 55 it that aſcendeth through the deſert , like 4 thin vapour compoſed of ©, 1. 


' odours, mirrh, incenſe , and al the moſt curious perfumes. Que eſt iſta que af- 


Which ſayth in a word,the holy Virgin was wholy ſpiritualized,wholy vapour, cendis per deſermum 


al perfume , al ſpirit , and had (as ir were ) nothing of body , maſlineſſe , or fcus vingule frumi, 
earth. ex aromatibus myr- 


od he, & thuris 
O how many vnreaſonably fayle in this ſecond condition ! When death comes to ee ard 


ſound his rrumpet in our cares, and fayth to vs : Ler vs goe , thou muſt diſlodge from thy pigmentary. 
Lmds and inheritances , newer to retwne 4gaine , from thy kinred, from the houſe thy Fab# The threetyes of 
gaue thee, to wit , thy body ; how harſh that is to il mortityed ſpirits, and which hold _ = 
of the world by roots as deep as hel, and as big as armes, Goe out of thy land. O how Egredeye de terra 
hard is this firſt ſtep , to goc out of the land, to forſake the land,not art al to prerend ua, de cognetione 
ro the land, to the gold,to the (1Juer, to thoſe 1ewels, that inheritance , to al that glo- «, &+ de domo pa- 
rious glitter of fortune? See the firſt torment of worldlie ſpitits, Such there haue been, 7% 4. 
who tecing themſelues in the laſt approaches of incuitable death haue ſwallowed - 
their gold like pilles;other to cternize themſclues on earth haue cauſed formidable Deſperate deſire 
ſepulchers to be built, wherein they put al their wealth,as the Xgyprian King Cheopes of worldly guods, 
who proſtituted euen his owne daughter to raiſe vnto himſelfe a Pyramid for buryal, I9annes Nider, 
{o enormous that it ſcemed the carth was too weake to beare it, and heauen too low 
to be freed from it's importunity. Beſides he cauſgd to be engrauen ypon it, that the 
mannfactures alone of this ſepulcher had coſt fix millions of gold in coleworts and 
turneps. Others cauſe to be buryed with them dogs, horſes, flaues, apparel, dithes to 
ſcrue them in the other world. | 

Yea it is not long agoe ſince there was found in Rome a coffin of marble eight foot A 
Jong, and in it a robe imbrodered with golg{miths worke , which ycalded fix and mL. 
thirty pounds of gold , beſides fourty rings , a cluſter of emeralds , a little Goodly monument 
mouſe made of another pretious ſtone , and amongſt al theſe pretious magnificenties of the Empereſle 
two leg-bones of a dead corps, knowne by the inſcription of the tomb to be the bo- Mary- 
res of the Empereſſc Mary , daughter of Sr:licon & wife of the Emperour Honorius, 
who dyed before conſummation of mariage. About twelue hundred yeares were pal- 
i-d after ſhe was burycd with al theſe goodlic toyes, which (no doubt) gaue much 
caſe to her ſoule, My God how are we tyed to earth ! Tel me not the like is not done 
1:cw-adayes, for it is worſe, ſince they were buryed aftcr death with their riches, 


| and you (o mortals) aliueas you are , build your ſepulchers thereon.. We ſee men 


who hauing already one foot 1n the graue, if you ſpeake ro them of the affaires of 
their conſciences , al the ſpirit yer remayning is perhaps for two or three howers be- 
ticdged by an infinit number of thoughts of worldlie wealth. Death cryeth our 
aloud in their ears ſaying : Goe from thy land , and you pul it to you as with iron 
hooks, 

Afﬀer that commecth kinred, allyecs, table-freinds,freinds for game, buftons amou- 
O 2 riſts, 
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riſts , and al the delights of former companyes. Some weep , others make ſhe of 
teares, the reſt ynder a veyle of ſorrow make bonc-hres in their harts , they foeme al 
to appeare abour the bed and to ſing this {ad {org of S. Augnitine : Alas,doe you leane 
Auguſt, Confell. vs, 2nd 5hal we hereafter meet no more togeather ? Fare wel pleaſmg amines. Adiey feaſts, 
6. xl. adien ſports , adien lowes, This nor that wil any longer be permired from thiy moment for enex, 
as n tant a= Behold another verie {lipperie and dangerous ſtep , notwithitanding you mult leaue 
erimus reeum vitre 1t : Death haſtneth and ſayes : Goe from thy kinred, 
in erernum? Et a In the laft, the body and fleſh is preſented, which ſcemes to ſay : Ah my ſoule 
momento iſto non li- wyhither goeft thou? My deare hoſteſſe whither goeſt thou? Thou haſt hitherto ſo ten- 
cebit hoc & Hud vi- derly pampered me,ſ(o pompouſly cloathed me, {o wantonly cherithed nie, I was thy 
24 126 Idol, thy Paradiſe, thy little Goddeſſe , and where wil you put mezinto a graue with 
ſerpents and wormes? what ſhal I doe there, and what wil become of me ? Behold a 
hard taske, principally for ſuch of both (exes, as hauc dearly loucd their bodics , like 
Daw the Dutcheſle of Venice , of whom Cardinal Perrys Damianus ſpeaketh who was 
amtan, opuſc, x : — "© | 
in inſtit, ad Blan- Plunged into ſenſuality with ſo much profulion, that the could nor endure to lodge 
cham. c: xi. but in chambers ful of delicious pertumes of the Eaſt, ſhe would not waſh her ſelfe 
Th . 1: ebutinthedew of heauen, which muſt be preſeruet tor her with much skil. Her gar- 
e prodigality of ; . : '& 
of a Venczian Ments were ſo pompous that nothing remayned but to ſeek for new ſtuflcs in hea- 
Lady, and her pu- uen , for ſhe had exhauſted the treaſures of carth. Her viands fo dainty that al 
nishment. the mouths of Kings taſted none ſo exquilit , nor would the touch hcr meat bur 
with golden forkes and pretious ſtones. Ged to puniſh this curled ſuperBuiry, 
- Ccaſtheronabcd,and afſayled her with a malady fo hydeous,ſo ſtinking aud iright- 
ful, that al her neereſt kin were enforced to abandon her , none ſtaying about her 
but a poore old woman already throughly accuſtomed to ſtench and death, yet could 
nor this proud creature part with her intamous body but with {orrow. She wag 
of thoſe "20 that Plato calleth Phyloſemares, which tye chem:(clues ro fleth as much 
as they can, and after death would gladly {til wa)ke round about their ficth to finda 
paſſage into it againe. 
| Know you what is to Be done to dyc wel? Cut off in good rime the three chay- 
The way how to nes which ſtraightly bind fooliſh and ſenſual ſoules. For the hrſt paſſage that conccr- 
be wel prouided ncrhearthlic goods, ſeaſonably diſpoſe of your tempora), Entangle not your hands 
for death, for {othorta time as you are to liuc in great affayres, perilous, and vacercaine, which 
wil perplex you al your life , and throw you downe to death. Doe nor like euil tra- 
ucllers, who ſtay to reckon and content with their hottelle , when it is already faire 
day-light , and that the guide wrangles and iweareth at them. Digeſt your lirtle 
bulines that you may leauc no trouble in your family after dcath. Make a wil cleare 
and per{picuous , which draweth not ſuits after it. Preſeruc your lelie carctully 
from inutating that wicked man,who cauſed al his gold and tiluer to be melted into 
one maſſe to ſet his heires togeather by the cares, who killed one another, {priokling 
the, apple of diſcord and the obiect of their auarice with their bloud, Say to your 
ſclfe, I brought nothing into the world,nor wil carry anie thing awaie,no not the dc- 
fire of it. Behold one part of my goods which muſt be reſtored to {uch and fuch; theſe 
are true debts that mult necefſarily be diſcharged. Behold another for pious legacies. 
Another for almes to perſons _— and indigent , another for my ſeruants $0. 4 and 
female, and my poore freinds who haue faightully ſcrued me. They haue waſtcd their 
bodyes and liues to contribute al they might ro my wil; there is no reaſon I ſhould 
forget them. Nay I deſire mine enemies haue ſome part in my wil. As for my chil- 
dren and heires, the mayne ſhal goe to them, they wil be rich enough it they be ver- 
tuous enough, Behold how the temporal ſhould be diſpoſed. 

And tor ſo much as conccrneth kinred , giue the benediction of God to your 
children and al your family; leaue worthie examples of contempt of the world, 
of humility , of patience , of charity :procure a ful reconciliation with your enc- 
mies , entertaine your freinds with ſage diſcourſes, which maie ſhew you glad- 
ly accept Gods vilitations , that you dye ful of re{olutions to prepare them 2 
place , and that ygu expect from their charity prayers and fatisfaciions for your 


negligence and remiſneſſe. If needs ſome {mal tribure muſt be payd to nature 
it 
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'w 


. mane nature in her womb; as he would ſay , our Lady was more happy to haue concei- 
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in two or three drops of tearcs it is tollerable. But take awaie theſe whynin 
countenances,thele petty furies, theſe mercenarie weepers , who weep not knowing 
why nor for what they mourne. " 5 

As for that which toucheth the ſtate of your body,it would be a goodly rhthg for 
you to bewayle it,after you haue had ſo many troubles in it. Goe out of it like a Ten- 
vant from a ruinous houſe , goe.from it as from a priſon of earth and-morter : Goe 
out of it as on the ſea from a rotten leaky ſhip to leap on the ſhore , and care nor much 
what wil become of it after death, ſoit be on holy land, Soules wel martifyed ſpeake 
not of fleſh, conſidering the ſtate of finne, bur with horrour, Yea we find{in the be> - | 
quclts of one of the ſonnes of $. Lewss Count of Alengon theſe words : 1 wil the romb Modeſty of a fonne 
that 5hal coner my ſtinking flesh exceed not the charge of fifty linres, and that which encle- of S, Lewis. - » 
ſeth my euil hart paſſe net thirty liures. Behold how the ſonne of. one of the greateſt 
Kings in the world ſpeaketh of his body, and would you idolatrice yours? _.. ,: 

Laſtly, for the third condition of a good death it muſt have vnion with God, 
whereof our Lady giueth vs a perfect example, For it being wel veritycd by Theo- 
logy that there arc three vnions ſupernatural,8 as it were wholy ineffable , the firſt 
whercof is the ſacred knot of the moſt holy Trinity which tyeth three perſons in 
one {ame eſſence; the ſecond is the tye of the Word with humane nature which 
ſubſiſteth Ly the kypoſtaſis of the ſame Word , and the third the intimate con- 
unction of a'Sonne-God with a Mother-Virgia; I affirme the Virgin being a pure 
creature cannot equal eyther the vnion of the FROM or the hypoſtatical vnion, 
yet notwithſtanding hath the higheſt place of al create vnions; as the who was yni- 
ted to God when ſhe liued in the world in the moſt ſublime and ſacred manner the 
ſpirits of the moſt exalted Scraphins might imagine, which was moſt diuinely ex- FN 
preſſed by S. Bernard : She entred into a deep abyſſe of dinine wiſdome, ſo that she was vni- a > 
red ro light inacceſsible, ſo much as 4 creature might be permitted, not arriuing to the perſonal ;, am abyſſum, & 
V108 of God. | qnanum fsne perſo- 

But ſaying this I not onelie ſpeake of the vnion ſhe had in quality of the Mo- 744 vnione crears. 

ther of God, being one ſame fleth and one ſame ſubſtance with her Sonne , bur of a _— P 9 2 
the vnion of contemplation , deuotion , and ſubmiſſion to the wil of God , which Ws ws wi _ y 
alone was the center of her felicity , as witneſleth $. Auguſtine : My Morher whom D. Bernard. fer. in 
you cal happy hath al her happineſſe , not ſo much becauſe the Word was made man in her , a5 ſignum magnum. 
for that she kept the word of God, whomade her , and who afterward allyed himſelfe to hy- 4 *7 mea quam 


appellars felicem, 

ucd God in her hart , and continually kept ſpiritual vnion with him , then to haue = [orc rag 

once brought him forth according to fleſh, ; non quia in illa Yer- 
We cannot arriue at this ſublime vnion of the Mother of God : but howſocuer #9 caro faitum eſt, 

ar leaſt in the laſt period of thy life , hauing bid adicu to the world, and drawn &c. Aug. traQt, 10. 

F wm . In loan, 

the curtayne between thee and creatures, endeauour to be ynited as pertectly as is | 

poſſible to thy Creatour. Firſt by good and perfect conteſſion of the principal ac- 

tions of al thy lite. Secondly by a moſt religious participation of rhy viaticum in 


preſence of thy freinds, in a manner the moſt ſober', wel ordered , and edi- 


The third quality 
of good death. 


. hcatiue thou maiſt. In the third place — receiuing extreame vnction, thy 


ſclte anſwering if it be poſſible to the _ of the Church , and cauſing to be 
rcad in the approches of this laſt combare ſome part of the paſſion. Laſty by the acts 
of taith, hope, charity; and contrition. 

| approue not the manner of ſome , who make ſtudyed remonſtrances to dying 
men, as if they were in a pulpit ; nor of thoſe who blow inceſſantly in their carcs 
vaſcaſonable words,and make as much noice with the tongue , as heretofore Pa- 
gans with their kettles in the ecclypſe of the Moone, We mult ler thoſe good ſou- 
Js depart without any diſturbance in the ſhades of death. .S. Anguſtine would dye - 
in great ſilence, defiring not to be troubled with lamentations nor vitits for teh 
dayes rogeather , where hauing hanged ſome verſicles of Pſalmes about hus bed , he 
fixed his dying eyes vpon them with a {weetneſle moſt peaceful , and fo gaue vp the 
ghoſt, It is good to (ay : | 
* Q- 3 My 
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Credo Demine,adiunus ly Gd [ belient, aſſt my mncredulity.. I knew my Redeemer lining, «nd that I $hal ſee 
4 meam. p- 1 the ſame flesh which I at this preſent da: ſarrey. Though I mui walke meto the shates 
$ci2 gued Redemptor of death I wil feare nothing, becauſe (oh my God) thou art with me. What haue I to deſire in 
mens vinit, &c., = beauer, and what would 1 of thee on earth? My flech and my hart ave entranced inthee , 0 
Iob. 9. ehe God of my hart; and my portion for al eternity. Wherefore art thou ſo ſad (o my ſoule ) 


OP —_ oF = and why doeft thou trouble me > Turne now to thy reſt , becauſe God hath afforded theg 
timebo male, quoniam MY. : 

£% meciom er. Pf, 22, Behold how the Virgin our Lady dycd,behold how S. Lewss dyed, behold how 
Quid mihieft in celo $, Pawadeparted,of whom S. Hierome(«) ſayd: The holy Lady redring vp her life,put 
ec. Plal. 72. her finger on her mouth EL defirous —_— che lgne of the crolle vpon it , (Ur- 


«... 10930 nf Pſ 83. ning the gaſpes of death and laſt breath of the ſoule 1nto the prayles of God whom 


(a)Hieron. ep. 27. ſhe (o faith lly had ſerued. ; 
ad Euſtoch. Digirum ad os renens crucis fignum pingebat in labijs, Anima ervmpere geftiens ipſum firiderem que mortals vite 
fenitwr in landes conuertebas, | 
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OF THE IMMORTALITY 


OF THE SOFAS 


—— 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. g THE HOLY COVRT. 
| 2 


E) 


Litle care is to be had of the 3 That we haue an immorral 
ſoule after death, ſo al be wel with 3 ſoule, capable of happineſſe or 
it this life. 2 vnhappineſle eternal. 


I. REF £7 M AN who doubteth and queſtions the immortality of the 
= {fg ſoule, ſheweth in the yery beginning that he almoſt hath no ſcule, 


of 7 \ loſtthe lights and goodneſſe whichmight crowne it, Neuer entcr 
{NN YU theſe thoughts into anie man without making a tomb of fleſh for 
ERFWO hisreaſon , whileſt he ſo fartering his body forgets al the ex- 
cellencies of his ſoule.. | | 
We muft here follow the counſel of ancient Sages ; when a libertine wil impugne 
a verity knowneby the onelie light of nature, itis not needful to anſwer his abſur- 
dities , but to lead him directly into the ſtal, and to ſhut him vp with beaſts ſpeaking 
vnto him the ſentence which thee Peophet Daniel pronounced againſt Nabuchodo- 
nozor : Thou shalt hereafter be banished from the company of men and t/'y aboad shal be with 


beaſts and ſauage creatures. 


\ 


and thatretayning nought but the ſubſtance of it to ſuffer , he hath 


Sentence againſt 


the wicked. | 
Eycuntie ab homint- 
bur , & cumbeſiys 


Al ſpeake and al diſpute for the maxime of the holy Court, and — We ferriſq; erit habua- 


ought to haue ful obligation to faith which manifeſtly hath ſer this truth be 
thcreunto affixing al the order of our life , and the principal felicity we hope for, 
yetare wenot a little enlightned with ſo many excellent conccits which learning fur- 
piſheth vs withal vponit , and which I wilendeauour to abbreuiate comprehending 
much in few words, , 

2. I wilthen ſay for your comfort ; that it hath happened that an Heretike loſt 


ore ys tiene, Daniel. 4. 


both of vnderſtanding and conſcience , hauing oppoſed the beliefe of Purgatory (he- . 


rely being a beaten path to —_— came to this point of folly as throughly to 
perſwade himſelfe that death ended al things, and that theſe endeauours of prayers 


and ceremonies which we afford to the memory of the deceaſed were giuen to ſha- The þeliefe' of the 
dowes, He did al a wicked man might to teare himſelfe from himſelte and telye immortality of 
that which God made him:bur it was impoſſible for him,as you ſhal ſee in conſidering the ſoule inuin- 
the three chambers of inſtice wherein he was condemned, Firſt he entred into the ©'ble. 


Court before the tribunal of Nature , and thought he ſaw a huge troup of al the lear- 


Condemnation of , 
impſety in the ert- 


ted men of the earth and al Nations of the vniuerle , who came to fal vpon himas a þynal of nature. 


O 4 mighty 
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| mighty clowd armed with firc and lightning. 

2-04 apre1 mulros My God , ( fayd he) whar is this 2 The great Tertull;an ſayd , anditis true , that ve- 
commune inxentur, ritics which talinto he general vnderſtandings of al men, as acknowledged, auowed, 
wo | (eos "i & confeſſed by al forts of Nations,ought tobe belecued as by a decree of Nature,Fhe 
pp cxemple thereof 1se1ider, For almen in the world belicuethar the whole is greater thg 
a part, that the ſupcriour number excecderh the inferiour : Thatrhe fatherand mother 
ſhould be honoured,as the Aithours of life:That one nuſt nor doe to another what he 
would not be done to hamſelfe. And becauſe cuery one vnderſtads & auerreth this by 
the light of nature,he would be thought a beaſt or a mad mi who ſhould contradict ir. 
Novy from whence proceederh it that the belicte of the-{oules immortality holds the 
J ſameplace with thele gerieral maximes , although it be otherwiſe much tranſcendene 
Tertull. de teſti-, aboueour ſenſe? If I regard the courſcof time and reuvlution of Ages from the be- 
* monioanimz. * pinning of the world , one canhot afligne any one wherein this faith hath not been 
publiſhed by words or aEtions correſpotident to the lite of the othet world. And if 
ſome depraucd ſpirits haue doubted it , they were gainſayd by publike voice , by 
lawes, ceremonics , cuſtomes , proteſtations of Common-wealths , of Empires and 
Kingdomes where they tooke beginning. If I looke vpon al the Nations of the carth 
ſo farre diſtant in climats, ſo diuided in commerce, ſo different in diſpolitions, ſo con- 
trary in opinions,they al agree in this ray of the light of nature , that there is a lite of 
ſeperated ſoules , that there are punithments , and rewards at the gocing out of the 

body. | 
It is the beliefe of Hebrewes ; Chalde.ms Perſians ,Medes , Babilonians ; Agyptians, 
Arabians , Ethiopians , Scithians ,Grecians , ancient Gaules , Remanes , and that which 
15 moſt admirable, aftex one hath roamed ouer Europe , Afﬀrike , Aſia, let him enter 
into the new worlds , which-nature hath diuided trom vs by ſo mighty a maſſe of 
. ſeas, ſhclues , rocks, and monſters , he findeth the faith of the ſoules immortality 
began there, ſo ſoone as men. It is obferued to haue been ſo publike with the ancient, 


that they caryed the markes thereof on their garments , and inſcribed it on their: 


tonibes. e | 
Plurarc, probl. 71, _ Men ofthe beſt quality in Rome, had litle croiffants ors their ſhoes (fayth Caſtor) to 
ſignify their ſoules came fromheaucn , and wereto returne to hcauen afrer the death 
ot the body , and therefore there was not any thing in them which ought not to be 
Camerar. celeltial, The like alſo is found of rombes, where open gates were engrauen on them, 
to ſhew that after death al was not thut vp from the ſoule', but thar it had paſlages 
1nto eternity: 
Al the moſt eminent Philoſophers following the Eright ſplendour of natural lighr, 
alchough diſtant by the coutle of Ages, parted into ſects , diuidcd into ſo many diffe- 
£ | rent Maximes , agreed in this; as Mercary Triſm&iſtus , Pythagoras , Plato, Ariſtotle, 
Xenocrates , Seneca , Plutarch , Maximus Tyrienſis , Iamblicus , Themiflius , Epittetas 
and Cicero, as may be ſcen in ſo many excellent treatiſes which 1 might mention ar 
large were they not wel enough knowne, Bur if ſometimes doubttul paſſages oc- 
currein Ariſtotle and Seneca hereypon , were it nor much better to iudge them by ſo 
many perſpicuous and illuſtrious tentences which they haue ypon the life of the other 
world , then to cenſure them by ſome words inſenfibly eſcaped in diſcourſe 2? In 
which if ſome thing repugnant to our dottrine may be diſcoucred it is tobe vnder- 
ſtood of the ſenſitiue and vegetatiue ſoule , notthe reaſonable and intelligent , which 
"I © Sy theſe Authours cuer ſet aſide , as being celeſtial and diuine, | 
Nee vnlt improbus 3- Neuer (fayth Plorinus) was there a man of good vnderſtanding amongſt ſo 
enimam immorialem many Wryters who ſ{troucnot for the immortality of the ſoyle. But ifany one among 
efſe ne ad corſpetium them hath impugned it , even in'the darkneſle of Gentiliſme, it hath been obſerue 
ia rs _— jorquen” there eucr was Go. diſorder & impurity in his life , which made him controueet his 
: opinion , xo diuert the apprehenſion of puniſhments due to his crimes. {That was it, 
Malunt enim extin. Which Minutius Felix fayd : I wel know many preſſed with a conſcience guilty of crimes, 
gui penitus , quam ad Yather deſire to be nothing «fter ther death then to be per ſwaded of it , for they wish rather 
ſupplicia reſerwari. wholy to perish then to be re ſerued for their punichment. 
He thould make an annotation , not adiſcourſe , who would here alleadge al the 
| : authort- 


+” w Sa be on As 


OF THE IMMORT. OF THE SOVLE. B55 


authoritics of the Ancients , which are veric ordinarie, I ſatisfy my ſelfe with a mc 
exccl|cnt paſſage of wiſe Quintilian, who in the cale of an inchanted ſepulcher , com- 
prized al the doctrine of Gentiles vpon this Article , when he ſayd: | 

Our Scale came from the ſame place from whence proceeded the eternal ſpirit Authour,  Animam inde wen. 
and Father of al things , to wit the true God , and that this ſole could neither be corrupted, re vnde rexum omni; 
dye , nay nor feel the leaſt touch of mortality common to corruptible things. But at the paſſage *%97im , paren- 

. | . =. Eh, <2" 1m, ſpiritum duci- 
out of the pri ſon of body , it was pin 'ged by fire , and after this prirgation it a ſc ended to beauen, ns, 
therr to line happy. W hich 15 to be wnderſtcod of good ſowles : for pollnted and impions ave deli= ſolu;, nec vilo mor. 
ueredro eternal rorments , by the conſent of the wiſeſt Gentiles. raluatis aſfi ifaw; _ 

Behold a man who in few words heaped togeather the kclicte of more then. forty /*d quotics bhumgny . ** 
Ages which preceded him , touching the immorrality of the ſoutc , Paradiſe , Pur- 7% carcerem ef- 


raps IT : ju . Yecerit, & exo by 
gatory , Hel, & that within the limits of the light o: nature. (4) Plaro layth the fame: 4 . —— is CR 


That our ſoule weares the liueries of the cternal Father which make it incorruprible. bus leniſe igne luſtra- 
Alzaxel in the booke of nature, weris petere ſedem 
That our ſoule being ſeperated frem the body shal ſubſift with the firſt Intelligence. inter «ſtra. 


4) Plat. 1. de Legib, 


Maximus Tyricnhs, CULPLOAK MAT Llc 


That that which we cal death was the beginning of immortality. | 

Dionyſius the Geographer forgat not in the worids delcription the whit 1lamd, ,z,,c aww. 
whercinto it was held the ſoules of Heroes were caryed. ; 

Lawyers wete not ignorant of it , for when there is any ſpeech of legacies to be dis- — in]. cum 

tribured on the birth-day of the Teſtatour , they auouch them to be legacies which —_ ar de 
muſt he given in perpetuity euery yeare on the birth-day, ty reaſon, that by death we Thegd oh HY 
enter into another natiwity , which 1s that of glory, 'To the veric {ame the law of {epul- lent. Nouclla de 
chers hath relation , which ſayth : We know , and our faith is not vane , that ſoules diſ- tepulchris. tir. 5. 


charged from bodyes haue vnderflanding , and that the ſpirit which ts celeſtsal returneth to it's $<mw nec vana fi- 
ws \ des oft, folutas mun- 

original. : ' : ; . Gris animas habere 

From whence comes thisconſent ſo great , ſo vniuerſal , ſo authentical , in athing /cujum, & in ies 


ſo ſublime, ſo alienated from ſenſe, ſo eminent, but trom the ſpirit of God 2 Let vs nem ſuam ſpirimum 
ſay with Tertwlian in the booke of the ſoules teſtimonic : From whence proceeds it , that T*4ire cal-ſtem. = 
thoſe who wil neither ſee ner heare Chriſtians, hawe the Language of Chriſtians? I much ſuſpect mY "_ de teſtim, 
the conſent of words in ſo great 4 diſagreement of conner ſation. |: 

4. I am condemned in this hrit Court of wſtice , (layd the Libertine,) Burt let vs Sentence of God 
goe along to the Tribunal of ſupernarural light , and fee what the diuine Wiſedome vpon the immorta- 
wil affirme > Let vs follow the counſel of $. Ambroſe : He who made heanuen teacherh vs _ _ ſoule, 
the myſteries of heauen : Whom shal I beleene touchipg the verities of God but God himſelfe —_ ads wat 
And verily behold the aduiſc God giueth vsto re{olue vs in doubttul cafes, which is co; wvſlerinm doceat 
to follow ſome great and powertul authority that may draw our (pirits with a ſtrony nos Dens ipſe qui con- 
hand our of ſo many labyrinths. Without it (fayth S. Augyſtin) there would neither 4id:s. Cmmayis de 
be world, reſt , light, wiſedome, nor Religion. And if a decitue authority muſt be po. PIG 
choſen , where ſhal we find one more certayne then thar of a Man-God , whole y;4, auout ep. 4: 
words were prophelies, life ſanctity , actions miracles , who by wayes {ecrerand in- ad Vincent. 
eomprehenfible aduanced the crofſe on Capitols , and gaue a new face to the whole Cx veriras comperta 
world fine Deo? cui Deus 


Now without ſpeaking at this time of the Pentateuc , where. the Word with his —— Chriſte? 
owne mouth drew reaſons for the immorrality of the foule againſt the Souduces, I generrsrur anime 
might alleadge the booke of Kings, where the foule of a litle intant rexurneth intoit's puer: cins in viſecra 
bedy atthe words of Eljas. I could produce the rrue loule of Samwel which returneth 9s. 
from Limbo , and ſpeakes to King Sawl , as the Wiſeman rendreth this apparition —— 

. . * . gh 5 * els mM ceins 
vndoubted, which 1 wil ſhew. 1 might mention the booke of Tobias which diſtin- ,;,.,., plurcr wragl 
uiſherh rwo places for ſoules in the other world one of darknes and the other of Tob. 4, 11. 

Fehes But ler vs heare Eccleſiaſtes , ſince Infidels wil make an arrow of it againſt ys, 

where after the propoſitions of the wicked rehearſed in this booke to Le retured 

(which muſt be wel obſerued) the Wiſeman decideth and concludes, 

That the body returneth into the earth from whence it came , and the firit to God who Eccl. 13: 7, 
game tt, ; 
 _ Let ys heare Wiſedome where it is writren: 
| 1hat 


P21 


FE L$Vi M ALT MS 
Sap. 3-1. That the ſoules of #he Inſt cre inthe hands of God , andsbal not be touched with the rormene 
of death. 


Ler vs heare the Prophet Danicl who ſayth: 
The true $4ze; shal shine as the brightres of the firmament , and that ſuch as inſtruft many 
rortftice , Shal be as ſtarres for ener. | 

Laſtly ler vs hcare our Sauiour who ſpeaketh to vs cleerly and intelligibly in the 
bloud of al Martyrs: | 
Mat. 10. 18. Fearenot thoſe wh» kjil the body , and cmnot kil the ſoule, 

He wil we hold this doctrine of the immortality trom his owne mouth,more then 
trom any other reaſon:the cauſed vs ro make it an Article of faith, he eſtablitheth ypon 
It alour beatirude , why ſhould we then argue and try new conclutious atrer the de- 
cilicn of Gods Word > 

5: I Knew wel ( ſayd the wicked man) this ſecond Court would condemne me, 
ut I am not yet farisfyed, After nature and faith 1 appeale to reaſon , I wil enter 
Proofes drawne out 1nto the bottome of my felte , ro know ſome newes of my ſelfe, What a madneſle is it 
of rcalon, ro appeale from the decrees of God to reaſon? And yet was this wrerch condemned 

likewiſeby this tribunal. For asking his ſoule, whither wilt thou goe 2 Whar wil be. 
come of thee after the death of thy body ? Wiltthou not accompany it in death ag 
thou diddeſt during life ? I dyc 2 (replycrhthe ſoule) It isas impoſlible the light of the 
ſuone kecome ni olr,and fire ice, as the ſoule of man , whichis the ſource of life and 
voderſtanding,thould be ſubicct to death, 
$ Thom. l. 2. con» For'trom whence ſhould this death and corruption proceed 2? If thou haſt neucr fo 
tra Geme*«£.79, littlereaſon, thou wel (ceſt what the great $. Thomas, and al the Sages of the world 
layd: A thing cannot dye and be corrupted but by one of three wayes, cither by ation 
ot 1t's contrary ; ſo heat ,cold , moyſture and dryth corrupt our bodies by their mu- 
tual counterbuffes and continual combars : or by the want of ſubiect which ſerucs as 
a balis or foundation ro it ; ſorhe cye dycth , whenit's organ is corrupted : or by de- 
fect of the aſſiſtance of the cauſe which hath influence into it ; ſo the light fayleth in 
the ayre when the ſunne reryreth. In which of theſe three Kinds wouldelt thou cor- 
mee rupt me 2 Should it te by the the action of the contrary, 1 am not ſubieCt ro bo- 
4 11) pond dily impreſlions , | hoſe onely of rhe mind , which are rather to perfect tl 
rum intelligibiliter , P ONS , BUT tO tNOIE ONELy mind , er pcrricct then 
qui mus porins eſt Corrupt me, 1 am nor compoſed of clemevrs, I am not hot , cold, moyſt, nor dry ,1 
perſeFmuns quam admit no contraricty. But when I (.c)coprehend in my voderſtanding ,white, black, 
Corrupeiuus. water, fire, life and death, I accord al cer.trarics. Death (layth Lucrerins (b) 1s onely 
S. Tho | 2.contra q 44 © the things which haue a collection of parts, and I am molt limple. 
Gentes, C. 55. oh ? £ 7 p en : 
a) Anima paruo con- Wiltthou ruine me by defect of the body 2 I am ot a nature different from body. It 
rinerur corporecon- Was ſomctime without me , and I ſhal be a long time withour it, for I depend not on 
ginerq; res maximas. it, but by accident and chance. I take ſomewhat of it as an hoſteſſe inthis lite , but 1 
Anefius platonl- og yernc it as a miſtreſle for eternity. I make yſe of the organs of ſenſes , but I correct 


i noe. L ;, fenſes, and when theytel me the ſunne is bur a foot broad, I proue to themby liuely 


Danicl. 12. ;. 


© 


Subſtantz intelle- 


Mors carum diſtipar” tcaſonS4t is much greater then the globe of the earth. If I borrow fantaſies from 


ollis, imagination , I make truths of them: and in matter of vnderſtanding , willing , and 
tudging, which is my proper profeſſion,] haue properly nothing to doe with Lodles, 
Ariſt, I.z. de anuma 1; the Philoſopher Ariſtotle hath wel oblerucd, ſaying , 1 could nor be before body, 


I. z, text. 21. 


but I might remayne atter the death of body , and be ſeparated from it , as things eter- 
nal from corruptible , becauſe I haue an action diſentanglcd from body, which is con- 
templation. Al that which is idle periſherh in nature {bur I haue no death becauſe not 
idle, 1 makeit my profeſſion to vnderſtand , to wil, and to loue, which 1 now cxer- 
ciſcina body , but which doeth not abſolutely depend on body. I make vle of my 
ſenſes ,as of my windowes : when they ſhal be no more, and that the panes of my pri- 
ſon ſhal be broken , I ſhal not for al that loolc tighr but ſhal ſee the more eahily. e- 
hold you not how cuen at this preſent I neuer am more knowing ther when 1 ſinke 
intothc bottome of my ſclte , and ſeperate my ſelte from commerce ot ſenſe. For I am 
a Miſtreſſe ( ſayd S. Auguſtine) who ſee better by my owne eyes, then by thoſe of my 
ſcruanr, Wouldeſt thou deſtroy me by the want of an influent cauſe 2 Needs mult 


God fayleif I ſhould be ſo defectiue onthar part , ſince God hauing created a thing, 
NCcuCce 


\ 
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ncucr reduceth the ſametonothing, Material creatures are corrupted by changing the- 
{elues into another nature, and returne into elements , bur I who haue no maiter ſub- 
{iſt by neceflity , abſolutely entire , and wholy incorruptible , withour ſuffering theſe | 
changes. | Y.; 
Aske likewiſe thy vnderſlanding , and it wil repeat the philoſophical axiome : The gadix intell«@uali- | 
workeman is knowne by the worke ; by the opcratis of euery thing it's naturg is dil- ratic off immarer:als- 
covered : fro whence enſueth that it the manner which thy ſoule vſcrh in it's functios 4: 
& operari6s be wholy ſpiritual, we may truely {ay itts al {pirit,al indiuifible & wholy, Cancun ood 
incorruptible, Now where is it that it worketh not with a tendernefle and admirable ygogu, operandiſe- 
{pirituality ? Firſt in the ſeparations it maketh of vftiverſal natures , in numbers , re- quizur mo/um eJendi, 
Jations , proportions , orders , corre{pondencies , harmonies , in things eternal and The operations of 
diuine. Secondly in iudgements, diſcourſes , diſputations , comparitons , applica- ** = are ad- 
tions which it maketh on euery thing. Thirdly in the confiderations and reflections 6 
it hath on ir-ſelfe , yea ouer al it's actions , almoſt in infinitum. If it did not worke wy 
ſpiritually, how could it harbour in the memory, ſo many ſeas, riucrs, mountaynes, 
valleys, cittyes and caſtles 2 How could it put ſo many places into one place , not 
kolding any place 2 If it operated not ſpiritually and indiuitibly how could it be 
whole in cach of it's aCtiofts ? The body , becauſe it is body and quantitatiue , and 
diuifible , what it doeth with one part it docth not neceſſarily with arother , what it 
roucheth with the hand , it doeth not neceſſarily rouch with the toot ; but the foule is 
al 1n it's action. If the foule ynderſtand , al the foule vnderſtandeth. If the foule wil, 
al the, ſoule willcth, If the ſoule ſuffer , al the ſoule ſuffereth, For it is inan indiui- , 2 þ 
eons . . theo ly nc, m—_ : uguſt. 1, de ſpiri- | 
filje, That was it , which S. Argu/tine iudiciouſly {pake : The foule 15 al in each of ©4 & anima. c. 1 6. | 
it's monons. eAnima in quibuf< 
Mortal things can doe nothing immorta], But our ſoule to teach vs it's immor- ©#4q;/ms morybne 
tality doeth wonderful workes , which feare not the ſithof time, the wheel of in- _ k \ 
conſtancy , nor power of death ; it out lines ſtones , metals, Agyprian pyramids, PO L. 4. | 
and the worlds {eayen wonders, Ir is aſtrange thing to {ee a humane ſpirit , which ram nu/quam nature 
taketh awaie the veyle from nature , and lookerthintothe botrome, and penetraterh laces, perujdimus om- 
into the very marrow." Ir entreth into theſe great labyrinths of cſlences, it detineth, nm. 
diuideth, diſtinguiſherh , ſeuercth, ir appropriateth, maketh marueylous diflections, 
mounteth aboue the tricks of the Sun andstyme , ſcorcth out the courſe of the hea- 
uens , the periods of the ſtarres. It deciphereth ecclypſes to an inftant , and forcgoeth 
by vndcrſtanding thoſe great celeſtial bodycs , whoſe motions arc more {witt then 
wind or thunder. From thence it cxparigtcth into the ayre , there to heare the winds 
blow , raynes power downe , tempelts roare , ligthnipgs to flaſh, rayn-bowes and 
crownes ariſe, It delcendeth into the deep cauerncs of the carth there romeditate on 
the mcttals. It floateth on the ſea , it reckoneth the veynes of the abyſſc, it Keepes 
aregiſtcr of {ſo many birds and hithes , ſo many terreſtrial creatures , ſo many wor- 
mes and ſcrpents, ſo many hearbs and plants, Al this great frame of nature paſſcth 
through 1t's con{ideration , from the cedars of Lybanas to the hyſlop. It createth 
ſciences , it iuuenteth arts , it findeth out an infinit number of deuices. Ir gouerneth 
the great bodyes of Kingdomes and Comon-wealths with paſſages of incomparable 
prudcnce. Armes and lawes, cures of maladics , commerce , namgattons , induſtrics 
of mechanikcs , and hnally a million of raritics are produced trom rhe foutets of 
the wit of man , who cannotyet vnderſtand his owne worth, 
Belides what is more {piritual, more independent on matter , then the action of the 
wil, then free wil , which bcarcth the beginnivg'of it's motion and elevation within 
it-ſelfe , not borrowing it from any 2 What 18 more diuine iſo {cc a hart more ca- —_- 
pable then abyſles, wiuch canot be ſatiated with al the thing che world?The plant ( ——— A a Fil 
is contented with a litle dew, the hor{ C with a tew oats & hay, becaule animal, & ve- .- ortexe cmpics * - 
2cratiue nature is limitted to eertaine {mal quantities, Bur rhe 1mmatcrial foulc,as t's unde anima affee- 
in ſome ſort infinit, bendeth to inhnity. (4) Ir {peaketh of heauen as of it's manſon, & ver aliquid quod weli 
of God as of the obicct of it's telicity. It defireth to liueener , it taketh 10comparablc p'ft morcem , fin by. 


. 2 . ho BY - : . d ) . 
care for potterity , it intereſicrh it-{clic 1n the tuture , Which it would.neucr doe were dry 
it not it's hereditary poſleſhon. anime, 
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Sicep which tamerh Lyons canot ouercome ir. It learncs it's immortality euen inthe 
image of death ; there it 1s where it inceſſantly worketh , trauellerh by ſea and land, 
negottaterh » conuerleth ; ſportera, x retoyceth . ſuffercth » hunteth after a thou- 
ſand obiefts both good and Lad, and knoweth ( ſayes Exſebius) that hauirg no end 
in it's motion , it hath none in at's life. | 

Andto c6cludeina word, what is there more admirable for the proofe of our immor- 

callity,then this ſyndcre(is,this conſcience whichis inthe body,cotrary tothe bedy,& 
a perpetual enemy of ſenſual nature,which pleadcth, which queſtioneth, which'ſtrikes 
vs with remorſe vpon the remebrance of finne?Whatisthere leſſe corporal the a ſoule, 
which can ſee it's body burned , fitſh pulled off with pinccrs , and members torne 
peece-mecale one after anothcrto mainteyne and preſeruc a belicte which it indgerh to 
be true, as did the Martyrs? Neuer ſhould we behold ſuch a combat bet ween the ſoule 
and body , were they not two peeces quite different , the one whereof 1s ſublime, {pi- 
ritual, immortal, the other low , frayle, and mortal ? | 

We likewiſe daily ſee how the ſoule wholy retired within it-ſelfe (as it happe- 
neth in apprehenſue ſpeculations and raptures)is more ſtrong and knowing the cuer, 
being touched by ſome ray from commerce with Intelligencies , to which ir hath ſo 

ae muchrelation, We find by cxperience that ypon the detlining age when the body 
vs 6} —_ 'c. {hrinketh, it hath much more vigour in counſels and indgements, which giueth vs 
1lls fine oc vinitme- Aſſurance it can not any way participate of the corruption of the fleſh. Who wil 
lint , hoc ſenerſta, nec conſider the effects of the ſoule in three principal things , which are intelligence, 


Em decreſcente cor- 


peivs, ſanctity, and courage , ſhal find al therin is diuine. And if the wicked {mothering 
4-4 1 mule theſe guifts of God wil put themſelues willingly into the ranke of brut beaſtes, doe 
aale.s. they not wel deſerue the place of deuils? 

Manifelt. Conuic- 6. Finally we ſay we haue a ſoule immortal , becauſe God both can and wil make it 
tion, {uch. He can, for he is Omniporent , and it is not a harder matter for him ro pre- 


{crue ſoules he created , then ro deriue them from nothing : he wil , becauſe he 

engageth hisctcrnal word ro give vs this aſſurance;yca he wil, becaulc it is manifeſted 

to vs by the light of nature. One cannot Eelicuc a God vnleſle he belecue bimiuſt : 

and it is impoſſible to thinke him iuſt , without the bcliete of an immortal ſoule, as 

Clemens, 3, Re- 5+ Clement rea(oneth after his Maiſter the great S. Peter, For whar a ſtupidity is it to 

cogn, imagine this father of ſpirits, who accommodated the moſt billy creatures with al 

| the conueniencies of nature, hath neglected man lo farre asroaftord him a moſt liue- 

ly knowledge and a moſt ardent thirſt of immortality , which principaly appea- 

reth inthe moſt holy and worthy ſoules, tohold a hart in torment, neuer affording 

it any meanes to be ſatisfycd , fince,in al naturc he ncuer grants any inclinationto any 
creature whatſoeuer , but that he prouideth for it's accomplithment? 

But which is more , into what mind of a Tartarian can this imagination fal , that 
a Soueraigne Cauſe moſt intelligent , very good , and omniporent, thould be plegied 
to byrne vertue heer with aflow firc, totcare it among thornes ,to tye it on wheels, 
afterward to equal the ſoulc of the moſt vertuous man ot the earth with that of mur- 
derers , Sard:mepalufes and Cyclepes : Neuer ſhould theſe baſe thoughts take poſſeſſion 
of the hart of man , if he had not vilifyed his reaſon with great finnes , and drowned 
his ſoule in the confuſion of body ? 

Pur theſe prophane ſpirits a litle vpon the proofe of their opinion , and let them 
conlider the 22 wa of Pliny , of Lucretius , of Panecws , and Soranxs ; they are not 
men who ſpeake, but hogs that grunt. They tel you the ſoule is not ſeen at it's paſſage 

out of the body , as it the corporal eye were made toſcea ſoule ſpiritual. Doth one 

ſee the ayre, the win ours , andthe ſpheare of hre , which our {oule incompa- 

Plin.1.9.c. 5F- rably {urpaſſerh in ſultry 2 They aske what doth this ſoule ſeparated , where is 

Yi cogitazia illi? It's {light , it's hearing , pleaſure, raſt , rouching , and what good can it haue with- 

Quomods viſus , aw- Out the help of ſenſe 2 Spirits dulled with matter , which ncuer gaue them(clues lca- 

digs? aut quod ſine ſure to find out the curious operations of the ſoule , in the vnderſtanding , and loue 

his bonum? Lie de- 1} ercypon it lives of it's owne wealth. They curiouſly inquire where ſo many ſoules 
+ 1 + hm Io may abide, as if hel were not biggc enough to contayne al the Atheiſts, 

obs Dean moree? Laſtly they adde, it is to tyrannize ouer a {oule to make it {uruue after death. _ 
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firſt of our felicities. It is the 
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who ſecs nor it is the feare they haue of God's judgement cauſeth them to ſpeake in 
this manner? And arenot they wel worthy of al vahappineſle , {ince they fo readily 
become the enemics of an eternal happines 2 

Ler vs cut off the ſtreame of ſo many other reaſons , and ſay at this preſent , this 
ſhould rcach vs to treat with the dead by way of much re{pe& and moſt tender 
charity , as with the liuing, It ſhould teach vs to yſe our ſoule as an eternal ſut- 


What would it auayle vs to gayne al the world , and looſe that which God dai- The care = be had 
gned to redeeme by his death ? Let vs forſake al theſe inferiour and friuolous ®* * foute- 
choughts which nayle vs to the earth , and ſo baſcly faſten vs to the inordinate care 9 
for our bodies. Let vs manute our ſoule , let vs trim-it vp as a plot fit ro receiue 
impreſſions of the diuinity. Ler vs prepare it for the great day of God , which muſt 
make the ſeperation of a part ſo divine from theſe mortal members. Let al that dye, 
which mayyealdto death. Let the contexture of humours and elements difſolue , as 
weake workes of nature. Moe | | 
But let vs regard this victoriours ſpirit , which hath eſcaped the chaynes of 
time and lawes of death. Let vs contemne the remaynders of an agealreadie ſo much , 
tainted by corruption, Let vs enter into this vniuerſality of rymes , and into the 
poſleihon of eternity, This day which we apprehend as the laſt of our life, is the OE 
birth of another eternal day which muſt draw alide farmidas — —— 
the curtayne , and diſcouer to vs the ſecrets of nature. It-1s theday , that muſt pro- «left. Sen.ep.103, 
duceys to theſe great and diuine lights , which we behold with the eye of Faith in 
this vale of tcares and miſcries. Itis the day which muſt pur vs between the armes 
of the father , after the courſe of a profuſe life , turmoyled with ſuch ſtormes , and 
ſo many diſturbances, | 
Let vs daily diſpoſe vsto this paſſage as to the entrance into our happines, Let 
ys not betray it's honour, Let ys not wither vp it's glory. Let vs not deface the cha- 
racter which God hath giuen ir. We are at this preſent in the world as in the belly 
of nature : litle infants deſtirute of ayre and light , which looke towards and con- 
template the bleſſed ſoules. Whar a pleaſure is 1t to gocour of a dungeon ſo darke, 
a priſon ſo ſtraight , from ſuch ordures and miſeries , to enter into thoſe ſpacious 
[Temples of crernalſplendours. Where our being never ſhal haue cnd 4 our know- 
ledge agmit ignorancgy nor loue ſuffer change, | | 
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9F THE RETVRNE OF SOYLES. 


O D who boundeth Heauen and limirteth earth , or. 
dayneth alſo it's place to each creature , ſutable ro,the 
nature and qualities thereof. The body after death is 
committed to the carth from whence it came , and the 
foule goes to the place appoinged it , according ta ut's 
merit or demerit, And as it is not lawful for the dead body 
eo forſake the romb ta conuerſe with the liuing , ſo the 
ſoule is not permitted to gde out of the liſts God's iuſtice 
ordayned for it ;to entermedUle in worldly affayres. Now 
withſtanding as the*diuine power oftep cauſerh the re 
ſurreQion of the dead for the confirmation of our faith , fo is appainteth ſome- | 
tirvesthe returne of ſoulcs for proofe of their irmortality, | | 
I would not anpywiſc in this point fauour al the ſhallow imaginations which 4 
entitle ſottish appechenfions of the mind with the name of viſions , but it ks vw | 
doubred there is ng Country in the world”, nor tyme throughout Ages , which 
hath, nar afforded ſome great example of rhe apparition of ſpirits , by Knowne 
"© Mit . Witneſfes , and the indgements of moſt emincyt perſonages.. S. Auguſfine holds 
 » Mittiqueq; 4d vines . : | x - th 
aliquos ex mortuis % 1s 3 doctrine grou on Scripture , expetience , and realon , which carr 
Scripuurareſiegur. Not be gaynſay'd without ſome note of 1mpudence , ( atthough he much deny 
De curapromor- that al the dreames we haue of the dead , are cuer their ſoules which returng againe,) 
tuis.c, 15.&c.10, Suclf was the belicfte of the Apoſtles in S. Lake 3 it not being corrected by our Sa- 
Luc. 24, uiour , who was the rule of their faith. Such the truth of the apparition of the ſoule 
Math, 17, of Moyſes vpon Mount Thabor. I inliſt not now vpon proofe , but example , conter- 
ting my ſelfe to produce one or two out of a greay multitude recounted by Au- 
thours. | 
Apparition of the As for the firſt, I hold the apparition of the ſoule of Samnel is moſt formal inScrips 
ſoule of Samuel. ture, for any one who wil conſider the whole progreſle of the narration. The hi- 
x. Reg, 88. | ry celleth vs that King Sal, after the death of Samuel was vpon the point of gi- 
ung batzelta, the B-il;/tyney , and that having firſt addreſſed himſelfe tro God by 
oxdmaric mranes , to ſearne the way he ſhould obſerue therein , ſecing he had 
no anſwer = by dreame, or the lively voice of Prophets , he did whar infidels 
and men deſperate doe , who ſecke to get that from the diuel they cannot ob- 
tayne of God. He commanded his ſeruants to ſeeke him out a ſorcereſſe, although 
himſelfe had baniſhed them by his Edicts out of his Kingdome, The feruants euer 
ready to obſcrue their Maiſters in il offices , when their owne intereſt concurreth, 
found a famous Magitian , whom rhe Hebrewes afhrme to have been a woman of 
good place , but out of a deteſtable curioſity had put her felfe into this profeiſion. 
Saul to couer his purpoſe and notto amaze ber, went hither by night 1n a delguized 
habit , onely accompanyed with two gentlemen , where hauing ſaluted her , he 
demanded rhegexetciſe of ber profeſhiov. Bus the being cratty and carctul ro 
keep her fſelfe from furpriacs , aniwered. : Br , goc'you about to vndoe _ 
an 
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and; your ſelfe alſo 2 Know you not the Edidts of King Saw? Saul replycd , he 
knew al had paſſed , butſhe might confidently proceed , aſſuring her of his warranty, 
and wheras the propoſed puniſkments to her {elfe , ſhe ſhould meet with preg by 
Ry But ſhe ſtil doubting and ſticking on diſtruſt , vſual in al miſchiefs , he engaged 
his word with great oaths , proteſting no i] ſhould kefal ker for any thing might 
paſſe at that time terwecn them. Therevpon reſolued to giue him ſatisfaction , the 
asked if it were net his dcfire to ſpeake tothe ſoule of a dead man , as alſo whoſe 
it Was, | F 
It was very ordinaric with al theſe Negromancers to raiſe illuſions and fan- 
toſmcs inſtead of true ſpirits of the dead. So Apollonius made Achilles rc be ſeen Philoſtr. in Apoll, 
appearing on his tomb as a gyant of twelue cubits high ; ſo Santaberen:us ſhe- Zovaras. 
wed to the Emperour Bafilius the ſoule of his ſenne Conflantine ; ſo Iamblicus ©29aP1us - 
made to appeare in certaine bathes of Syria two figures of litle children like OY 
Cupids, Al this ( to ſpeake properly ) had nothing real in it , and it is no won- 
der if thoſe who thought Samuel had been rayſcd Ly a ſorcereſſe , belicued it was 


Or- a ſpecter. But he who wil wel weigh the phraſe of Scripture , and conſider that 
the this ſpirit of Samuel {odainly appearcd betore the {orcereſſe had yſcd her ordina- 
i rie ſpells , plainely ſhewing he came meerly Ly the commandement of Ged , 
the and not by the charmes of the Magitian , wil ealily charge opinion, 
«t' Verily the Sorcereſſe was much aſtoniſhed , ſeeing the dead came contrary to 
dy the manner of other , arid cryed out aloud as one diſtracted : Sir , 50u haue de- 
the ceined me , you are Saul , much doutting it was to him Samwel came, The mile- 
lice rable King who endeauoured Ey al meancs to aſſure her , teare nor , ſzith he, 
lob + I wil keep my promiſe , what haue yeu fſcen 2 She anſwered : Dzos' yiDn 
re ASCENDENTES DE TERRA 3 as who ſhould ſay , according to the 
me= Hebrew phraſe , ſhe had ſcen a veneratle perſon like an Angel or a God , rayſcd 
out of the carth.. In what ſhape ? replyes the King. Ir is an honourable old man, 
ich ſayth ſhe , couered with the mantle of a Prophet. Then Saul with much reue- 
V ib rence proſtrated on the ground and made a low oteyſance to Samuel , who ſpake 
ch to him , and-ſayd : QVARE ME INQVIETASTI; VT SYSCITARER? 
ync Why haſt chow diſquited me to make me returne into the world ? Neceſſity hath con- 
Ids ftrayned me , ar{wereth Saul , 1 am plunged in a perplexity of aftayres ard can- 
arr not get any anſwer frem heauen. © man abandened by God , why deeft thou aske 
eny of me that which 1 haue foretold shal happen ? Thy army hal be defeated by the Phi- 
ic.) liſtins , and thou with thy children shalt be to morrow with me , that is to ſay , a- 
Sa- mong the dead as I am now : which ſo fel out. Now the Scripture vpon this FEccli. 46. 
ulc pray ſeth Samwel to haue prophetized after his death : if.1r were nor the true Samuel 
cl Lut a ſpe&tcr , who ſces not it were to tel a lye , and to applaud the worke of 
\u- the diue]? | | 
But to the end you way ſee this beliefe was held ty Nations as ty a decree 
-1p+ of nature , Joſejhus in the ſeauentecnth kocke of his Indarcal antiquities relateth 
bif- the apparition ot the ſpirit of Alexander, lorne of the great Herod and Marianme , 
gt- who was ſeen to his wife Glapphyre , when ſhe rcmarryed' againe to the King of 
by Mazritania, to reproach-her ingratitudg and forgertullncs of her firſt huſband , 
had which bauing amply Owe, in the firſt Tore 'of the holy Court 1n the 
dels tenth edition vpon an Inſtruction directed to' widdewes , I forkcare heer to 
ob- repeat it. | | 
ugh Fhileftratus in the eight booke of the life of Apollonizs maketh likewiſe men- 
ucr tion of a yong man. much troubled in mind —— late of ſoules in the 
th, other life , and ſayth Apollmmins appeared vnto him , aſſuring him the foule was aggyera; Luxn ud 
1 of immortal, and he necd not be trout ied at a), fince it was rather the worke of the di- x XeFpe 60) » AAR 
ofle uine prouidence , then of it; Tgoyoins 
zed I willingly paſſe ouer many other examples to tel you that Phlegon a good Au- 
he thour who flouriſhed about an hundred yeares after the nativity of our Saujour, 


and was not of our religion , to fauour our opinions , (although honourably cited 
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whom ſhe accounted dead. 
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by Origen, Euſebiugs, and S, Hierome ) wryzcth a ſtrange hiſtory witneſſed by theteſti- 
mqny of a whole Cirty , wherw) he then gouerned, He ſayth, that art Tral/es a Citty in 
Phrygia there was 8 yong mayd named Philemon daughter of Democrares and Chariton, 
whaas her ſtory wel declareth was an amorous piece, became courtlike , loucd bra- 
uery , delightcd in toq free converſation , and followed the fooliſh pleaſures ofthe 
world , truc gardens of Aones , which inthe beginning make ſhew of {illy flowers, 
and in conclytian affoard nought but thornes. | 
» God, who followcth the voluptuous by the track euen into the ſhades of death,ſent 
her a ſickneſle , which hauing cropped the flower of her beauty left her almoſt no. 
thing but a liuing carcaſle, to deliver her oucr as a prey rodeath. The miſcrable mayd 
ſuffered the boyling feruours of the feauer through al her|body , not looſing the fla- 
meg of loue which ſhe cheriſhed in her hart, She burnt with two fires,not being able 
either to quench the one or other , and hauing but a litle breath of life lefr on her 
lips, ſhe gauero loye what already was wholy acquired to death, ſighing after a yong 
gentleman thence abſent , and nat daring fully ro manifeſt her paſſion. 

In the end death taoke away the ſpoijes of her life , with her prerences, The father 
and mother bewayled her with inconfolable teares , D—_ out very honourable 
obſequics. And whereas ſhe molt ardently affected her dreflings and litle cabiner, 
they buryed with her al wharſoeuer ſhe held moſt pretious. Six months were now 
paſt ſince her buryal , when the gentleman the loued; named Machares, arriuing at 
Trayles game to lodge in the houle of his freind her father. The fpirit of the mayd, 
which was of the condition of thoſe whom Plato called body-louers , retayning ſtil 
the affections with which ſhe went our of her body , appeared one euening to this 
Mgchates with words of affection, embraces , and daliances , which plainely diſco- 
vered it wasa damned ſpirit , and an inſtrument of the diuel , that rormenred the one 
to burne the other, The yong man at the firſt was much affrighted with theſe procee- 
dings : notwithſtanding hecomming tractable by licle and litle , he foone made this 
ſpecter veric familiar. It happened during this time that an old feruant,fent by her 


 Miltreſle to ſee what their gueſt did , found ?hilenien litting neer vnto him with the 


{ſame coyntegance and the tame garments ſhe ware in her life tyme 3 whereat much 
amazed theranto the father & the motherto tel thom eheir daughter was aliue. They 
ſharply reprehended her for a diſtracted and wicked woman , as goetng abour, againe 
to open their wound which {lil bled. The-tcruant tuftifyed her felfe and anſwered 
ſhe had not loſt her wits , nor {pake ought but truth. Herev ſhe fo enkindled 
the curioſity of her MiKtreſle, that ſhe {ecrerly conneyed her telfe by nighe into the 
chamber , yet perceiued nothing at al able to reſolue her, 

The next day being vehemently excited with the cyriality of knowing what to 
belicue of this apparitipn , ſhe threw her ſclfe ar the feet of Machates , and contured 
him to tel her the name of the yopg mayd who conuerſed with him, The gentleman 
inthe beginning was much ſurprized and fought euafions to divert her , but in con- 
cluſion eythex Grngh campaſlion of the mother whom he ſaw in the poſture of a 
ſuppliant, or by vaguty of his paſſion which celly vnlooſned his tongue , he con- 
felled he was marryed to Philenian, that it was a bufjues accompliſhed by the wil of 
the Gods, wherin nothing muſt he altcredy and ſpeaking this he drew forth a title 
caxket , wherein he ſhewed her s gold ring her daughter had giuen him , with a 

ece of linnen ſhe wars abaur her neck , proteſting the was his wite: fo much was 

e ſeduced by the ſubtile praGtizes of the euil ſpirit. | 

The mother hauing acknawledged the tokens of the deecaſed fet downe 
with aſtoniſhment, and camming agaive ta her {elfe , ſhe a thouſand times killed, 
one while the ripg , another while the lynnen , moyitning them vwith her teares, 
and mouing the whole family to forraw, which ran to fee this ſpe&acle. 'Then 
againe embracing Machates , ſhe {ignitycd it would be an infinit fatour from hea- 
uen to hauc him tar a {onne in law , but thav the entreared as a curteſy ane comfort 
he could not deny an afflicted mather, which was once againe to ſee her daughter, 
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The other promiſed to giue her al ſatisfaCtion , and as Philenion came ſecretly 

according to cuſtome to couuerſe with him , he cloſely ſent his lackey to the morher, 

who aducrtiſed her huſband of it, and both of them came into Machares his chiang- 

» ber , where they 46 jms their daughter, at which they were ſo rapt that being nor 

D able toveter a word they caſt themſclues about her neck , ſ{traightly embracing and 

with teares bedewing her , which fel from their eyes. But the daughter with a 

» lad and deiectcd countenance fetching a deep ſigh out of her breaſt :\4las (laith ſhe) 

loging father and mother , your curioſity wil coſt you deaxe , for you wil lament me the ſecond 

tyme, Therevpon ſhe fel downe dead , lcauing a horrible ſtinck in the chamber 

which filed the whole houſe with terrour , graones , and out-cryes , in ſuch ſort 

d that the neighbours came in, vpon the noyle , and conſequently the whole Citty 
ran thither to behold the corps. 

The Magiſtrates wondring at an accident fo frightful , deputed ſome Citizens nee- 
reſt of Kin to open the tomb where the body of Philenion could not be found, bur a 
5 cup and a ring ſhe had receiued from this gentleman. The carrion lying in the fa- 
'  thers chamber was by decree of the Senate throwne on the dunghil, the Citty pur- 

ed, andasfor Machates he was ſo ouerwhelmed with ſhame and confulion that he 
A | himſelfe with his owne hands. Behold what an Authour recounteth onely illu- 
minated by the light of nature , who wrote this hiſtory after he had been a ſpecta- 
tour of it , of purpoſe toſend a man immediately to the Emperour Hadrian to make 
1: a recital thereof vnto him, as he ſayth in a letter he directed to a freind of his, I might 
il haue many _— to ſay vpon al circumſtances , which are not repugnant to that 
which Eccleſiaſtical Authours relate concerning other apparitions of the damned, 
But I wil not exceed the lawes of Hiſtorians , and it is enough for me heer to let you 
ſce the belicte of the Ancients , and the puniſhment of God ypon ſoules refigned 
to linne, 
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$ Thar tic ſoule which hath 


enils, and that the ſoule ſeperated ® not in this world ſatisfycd 
from the body hath no more to : Gods iuſtice muſt paſle ip the 
ſaffer. | 2 other lifethrough Purgatory. 


T hat death « the remedy of al 


Genel. 2, ECL EDNEZEEY AVE yon wel conſidered in Geneſis an Angel of fire, who with 

Ln ol a flaming {word keepeth the gate of terreſtrial Paradiſe , placed 
SA E as anviher of the entrance into the delicious hal , which prepa- 
. red by God to entertayne the firſt man of the world, aftcr it had 
& been the theater of his glory became the [caffold of his puniſh- 
{© ments? Procopius obſcructh that poore_ Adam at the time of his 
W baniſhment was placed iuſt ouet againſt this Cherubin , and that 
this ſentinel of the God of hoſts no ſooner litted vp his curtelaxe but he made a tcr- 
rour and icy horrour creep into his bones , and in that proportion the {parkles flew 
from the ſword of iuſtice , feares and aftrightments innaded rhe hart of this offen- 
der , who being a murderer of his race before he was a progenitour , had broyghr 
forth a thouſand deaths by the ſole bite of an apple, Alas if the muſcrable Adm 
was ſoaſtoniſhedar the ſteele of the Cherubin wiuch dazled his eyes ; what ought 
our repreſentments to be , what our apprehenſions when we thinke on the flames 
of purgatory, enkindled by the breath of the loue and wrath of God-2 So many 
ſoules lyc there now plunged hauing heretofore conuerſed amongſt ys in mortal 
abode , and we muſt there perhaps long time remayae to burne and weare off ſo 
many ordures , as our ſoule contracted 1n wordlie atteGtious , if we make account 
to decline the eternity of torments. 

I am amazed when I refle& on the remiſneſle of Catholikes, as wel in the pro- 
uiſon for their owne ſafety , as the comfort of their brethrens ſoules. And when 
I haye wel weighed the courſe and progreſſe of this great neglect, 1 findirt hath two 
ſources. The firſt is called nfidelity , the ſecond ſtupidity , which I reſolue to con- 
uince in two paſlages of this diſcourſe. 

It is true , that after this direful hereſy, blowne by the breath of the infernal 
ſerpent , hath for this laſt Age oppoled the yerities of our faith, beſides the loſt 
ſoules it daily takes awaic in the torrent of corruption , it hath diſtilled into 
the minds of Catholikes faintneſſe and infidelities which now adaies turmoylc 
ieccſolute wits vpon many articles , and namely that which is now our preſent 
obict, Purgaterie , wil ſome Liberrine ſay amiddeſt the fumes of wync and good 

checre 


Purgatoty compa- 
. red to the Chery- 
bins fiery ſword, 
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cheere,s not ſo bot as'folke ralke, Who ener came backe to tel vs newes of it? God is merciful; 
thinke you he takes delight to burne hus children, and to cut of the price of his Sonnes paſs:0n 
who ſatisfyed for our ſinnes ? _ ſoules heare this,and {ucke in poylon by the eare, 
which chokes their beliefe,and Kkilleth the exercize of good —_—_— Whart ſhall ſay 
againſt theſe infidelities and floating opinions of feeble Catholikes ? It is. not my 
purpoſe to caſt my ſelfe ypon a ſubrile controverſy, which doeth nothing bur hale 
truth hither and thither, I wil looſe no tymeto touch at many paſlages,l onelyto the 
matterexpreſſe two reaſons drawnefrom rwo lights, that of nature, and-the other of 
faith, which are able to cuict confeſſion of truth trom a man , who hath neuer ſo litle 
ſhame or brayne. : 2 9 = 
2. Itisa ſtrange thing to ſee the great conſent of al Ages , which agree in a pre- Purgatory proved 
eention of purgations of the ſoule,ſo ſtrong and powerful, that thoſe lights of nature Þy the-light of na- 
ſpcake as an <a asif they were written which the rayes of the Sun, Al **"©- 
the Gentiles who liued out of the law knew not how to gainſay this doctrine. For 
they were ſenſible of the noble extraction of their ſoule , and knew it was defiled by 
the body and by ſenſual workes. Behold the cauſe why they tyed themſelues to fee- | 
ble elements topurify it; one while waſhing themſclues in the ftreames of tountay< The opinion of the 
nes,another while paſſing through flames , and ſometimes ſeeking other wayes to Ancients concer- 
cleanſe themſclues from pollurions of the fleſh. Bur it was a pittitul ching they tound —_— purgation 
prophanation cuen in ſacrifice, They were not content to purge themiclues in this 2» 
life, but extended it to the ſoules of the dead,conſtantly belecuing they ſtood in need 
of remedies to free themſc)ues from bodily ſtaynes, "IE 
Theophilus Patriarke of Antioch in the booke he dircfted ro one named Antrochus 
ſayth, the Gentiles tooke out of the Scripture al they wrote of pnnithments in the 
other life. And $. Awugnſtine obſcrueth that hauing this idea , that al ſtaynes of the 
ſoule proceeded from the earth , they employed the other three element's to purge 
them, as he proueth by texts of the Antients, Syneſius likewiſe thought there remay- Syneſius epilt, 
ned certaine vilible ſpots in the ſoule , which made it appeare they were the crimes #4, loan. — 
wherewith it was contaminated in the body , which notwithſtanding agrees not Feet er w__ 
very wel with the truth we hold of the ſpiritualty of the ſame ſoule, And I find he CINE 
bs & inthis text more like a Platoniſt then a Chriſtian, 
The Hebrewes the Xgyptians,Grecians,and Romanes al contended for prayers for the 
dcad,and the truth of purgatory. The Hebrewes three times in the yeare celebrated the ju 14 nyig 
feaſt of the dead , and their Prieſt mounting vp into a chaire made oppreſſely & cere- An excellent ok, 
monioufly foure ſquare to represet the Citty ot the bleſſed according to $.1obn,(a)re- ſervation vpon the 
hearſcd aloud and audibly the names of the dead to recommend them to the prayers belicfe of Purga- 
of ſuch as were preſent ; prayers fo familiar amongſt them that they wrote them 5"? *mo"s the 
vpon tombes inſtead of Epitaphs , in theſe termes : S1T ANIMA E1vs COLL 1- Ao _ 6. 
GATA IN FASCICVLO VIVENTIVM,lct his ſoule be hound vp in the poſey of the Ciui:es in quadro 
living: As one would ſay; al the ſoules of Saints were as an odoriterous poſcy, where- ff ef. 
of euery clect conſtitured a flower. Whar is this but ro make ſtones ſpeake againſt 
impiety? 
What ſhal I ſay of the A&gyptians that were ſo impreſſed with the opinion that Notable purgation 
ſoules muſt be purged in the other life,in ſomuch as they had becn drenched in ve- ®f #gyprtians. 


Auguſt, 21, de ci- 
uirate Del. c. 13. 


lyptuous pleaſures of the fleſh,thatin the funerals of the dead hauing opened the Lo- 7! 09189! ay&TELOT- 


EG : TE5 tufayr —M 
dy , they tooke the hart our of the breaſt and pur it into a littleccasker , then on the ; _ w 


1 Ale. 

banke of Nz/us where ordinarily rombes were crected,a herald holding the casker, & _ WY 
ihewing it to the eyes of beauen, proteſted before al there ptcſent, the deccaled now vio ſeptem Sapien- 
in queſtion had lived piouſly and according to the lawes of his Anceſtours ; that if *u. 

he had offended through bodily pleaſures , they wiſhed his foule might be as wel 

cleanſed as they went about to purge the ſtomach , the in{trument of the luſts of the 


living : thereuponthey threw it into N:[us, Betiold theſe poore Pagans how they were 


' moued with'a touch from God, (which cannot lye ) who ſaycs vntothem the dead 


muſt be purged, bur as for the reſt they know not how? | 
Shal I ſpeake of the Grecians? And know we not that Pl4rothe prime man of their 
Nation in bo Phedm,ſpake ſo perſpicuoul]y for purgatory that he tcemedto haue been 
P 4 krcd 
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bred in the Chriſtian ſchooles?I wil coclude with the Romanes. And can we be 19n0- 

| rant how in the beginning of the Church vnder the Emperour Domitian, when as yer 
Quintil. Dectam. ſgme Apoltles liucd , Qwinrilian a molt renowned Oratour making an ofation in the 
”— Cicty of Rowe in a ccrtaine pleading concerning a ſepulcher which had' been enchan- 
ted by magike, protelted in termes moſt expreſle the truth of purgatory ſaying : The 

ſole being purged by fire, went to take place in heauen, as we ſhewed alto in the lixeeenth 

maxime? If you allo require authorirics of Pagans who haue ſcen what Chriſtians 

”” IuliusFlorileg, practized, adde to al this, that Julzur a very antient Authour {peaking of the death of 
Ls. - 1 a Lady named Podon obicrued in plaine rermes that her huſband who was one of the 
Tertul. in exhort, moſt antient Chriſtians made offerings for her which he «called Sage 4vxis proee, 
ad cMticar. Guifts for ranſome of the ſoule, anſwerable ro what Tereul1an wryrerh , that it was the 
Tam repete apud {tome of the antient Church to pray for the ſoules of rhe dead , yea and to make 


gt * Ping Af annual offerings tor them. 


oblationes annuas We muſt no longer ſay for euation, it is Pleto ,it is Quint:t1an who tpeaketh,bur 
reddas, contelle with Avriflotle, when we ſee an yniuerſal agreement in a propolition, it is not 


one man (peakes, but the mouth of heauen which vtrereth rhis verity. When S. Lemes 
telleth vs, God muſt be feared , and proues it by example of the diuels themſclues, 
Demones credunt,e hc layth not we muſt feare God , becauſethe Diuels doe {o, but it any deſpiſe him, 
contrem!ſcunt. he is therein worſe then diuels. Likewiſe when the holy Fathers produce an exam- 
| ple of Pagans, it is not to inſtruct vs by the Pagans, but to ſhew that to wauerinthe 
belicte of things they generally held by the ſentence of nature, is tobe worle then a 
Pagan, 
"PREY gy" 3. I ſay for the ſecond argument that ſo often as a trurh is proued to Catholi- 
prot. Kes by the vniuerſal conſent of the Church and of al Ages,if any one chance tomak 

drawae from the © DY We VAlucrla C a S055 M c 
light of faith, doubt of it,it is an euidcnt ligne either that he hath a giddy {pirit, or is malicious in 
P nde hac quia its religion, This propoſition is grounded vpon the axiome of S. Auguſtine who in his 
faiends ſuns iſp Fviitle written to 1annaris , alſureth vs that when we find the tracks of a cuſtome 
—_ _ generally obſcrued throughout the whole Church, it is ewident that it commeth from 
; the Apoltles,or thoſe to whom God hath giuen ful authoritie in the Church,and that 

to goeabout to bely or queſtion it,is to paſſe from folly to inſolency. 

Now fo it is,the truth of purgatoric 1s eſtabliſhed by the opinion, practize , ſen- 
tence and deciſions of al the Church , in ſuch ſort that there 1s nor any verity of our 
faich more fortifyed. How is that? Begin with our France: Behold the Councel of Che- 
lons vpon Saone tor prayers for he dead and the truth of purgatory. Goc into Sparme, 
bchold that of Braga ; 1ato Germany , behold that of Wormes ; into Italy , behold rhe 
{1xt Councel held at Reme vnder Pope Symmachas; into Greece, behold a number of Sy- 
nods collected by Martius; into Afﬀrike , behold the third of Carthage. Laſtly behold 
the three Oecumenical of Lateran, Florence, and Trent, which lay the fame. Docth nor 
ra {ufhice to eſtabliſh a crutch in che wit of a man, who hath neuer {o little vnderſtan- 

1g? 

; Our aducrſaries who ſtil barke againſt this verity as dogs atthe moones bright- 
neſle , when they hauc ſaid Ieſus made purgation of linnes, and that it was ſayd tothe 
good thicfe, thou 5halt to day be with me in Paradice , or produced {ome other triuolous 
obicctions,haue ſhewed al their abilty. Rea 

I leauc you a little to ponder the goodly conſequences : Jeſus purged ſranes , there # 
then n1 Purgatory? Should not we haue cauſc toſay in the ſame faſhion, Teſs prayed for 
remiſſion of our linncs, then we no longer ſtand in need of prayer or pennance : and 

Luc, 24. 47- in vaine is that S. Luke ſayth,that Jeſus muſt ſuffer, and that pennance was preached in his 
name, As the prayers of our Sauiour deſtroy not our prayers, ſo his {atisfaction ouer- 
throwerh not ours, He prayed that we might pray; he {atisfyed,ro giue ſtreyth & merir 
to our ſatisfaction which would be dead and vaprofitable , were they not quickned 
by his bloud. To what purpoſe 55 it to ſay the good thiefe went direftly to Paradice, without 
feeling purgatory? As it we thould ſay ,it was neceſſary for al the world to paſſe thar 
way. Make your lelfe a great Saint and you ſhal haue ndching ro doe with it. Purge 


toclcanſe, He who hath payed, owes nothing,and who hath ſausfyed in this world 
ſhal 


al your ſinnes by a loue ſo feruent , that the purifying flames may not find any thing |, 
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ſhal find vnreſtrayned freedome in the other. | 

But thinke you in a life which contraGterh ſo many ſtaynes, a ſoule may be rayſed 
in an inſtant aboue the celeſtial orbes to the ſight of God, before it haue paſſed by thoſe 
purgations which the diuine iuſtice ordayneth to euery one according to his deme- 
rits? Endeauour is vicd to deaten youreares with petty wranglings and voprofitable 
diſpurations,to make you telicue Purgatory is an inuentian of interreſſed Prieſts ; ie 
ſeemes this doctrine came into the world but within theſe two dayes. Burt read the 
Scripture and ſee the Fathers who interpret it,you ſhal find proofes to fal ypon you 
like acJoud for confirmation of this verity; | 


When S. Paw in the firſt to the Corinrhians third Chapter ſayd , that the day of 


God , to wit the day of iudgement be it general or particular,ſhal be manifeſted by 
by fire, which ſhal put euery ones workes vpon tryal ; and thathe who vpon the foun- 


dations of Ieſas {hal build with wood,ftraw , or hay,to wit with vaine and fleight gc 


firſt ſayth be threatneth the ſoule, not with deſtruftion, but purgation; and the other plain- 
ly expreſlerh, he fpeakes of the paynes of fire wbich God hath appointed to purify ſowles. And 
It isa poore reliftance to obicct, he fayd, as by fire, and not by fre : For it is a manner 
of expreſſion in Scripture, which nothing diminiſheth the reality of things, otherwite 
we ſhould ſay when S. 1hn wrote in the firſt Chapter of his Ghoſpel , that men ſaw 
Jeſus 4s the onely Sonne of God, that he were onely a figure of ir,nota truth. And when 
S.Paulto the Philippians ſecondChaprer witnefſeth; be was found a5 4 man,we might in- 
ferre he were not man. See you not how theſe (illy curiotities of words directly in- 


uade the truth? When S. Matthew in the twelfth Chapter makes mention of one ſinne 


which shal never be remitted either in this world oy in the other; Saint Bernard in his three- _ 


ſcore and tixth homily vpon the Canticles mainely inhiſteth vpon this paſſage,andra- 
kes it as an infallible proofe of our doctrine, When the Euanygelift himſclfe roucheth 
the diſcourſe of the priſoner which sbal be put into aplace from whence he shal nat come vn- 
ril be haze payed the laſt penny; Saint Cipryan (ayes plainly: 1t is one thing to be along time 


of Iefus Chriſt. When in the ſame Aurhour it is ſpoken of divers puniſhments of chol- 
ler handled in the fift Chapter, S. Augu/tinein the firſt booke of the ſermon made on 
the mountayne interpreteth al that of puniſhments in the other life, When in the fourth 
Chapter of Toby,it is written of bread to be put vpon the graues of the dead , S, Chry- 
ſefteme homily thirty two vpon S. Mathew referreth this paſſage to the cuſtome of the 
ancient Church , which called both the Prieſts and the poore purpoſely to pray for 
the dead. When mention is made in the fourth of Kings of a folemne faſt made for 
Saul, Bede makes no queſtion but it was forthe quiet of his ſoule : For $. Pagl ſheweth 
in the firſt to the Corinthians fifteenth Chapter thar it was the cuſtome to magrify and 
macerare ones ſelfe for the dead, and the frond of Machabees ſayrh , it is a holy and 4 
wholeſome thing to pray for them. Who knew more, & whofaiy more inat this then 


L inIfa.c. x, 
workes,shal be ſaued as by fire , he clearly declared the doctrine of purgatory, vnleſſe you ———— | 


you be more illuminated then S. Baſil and S. Ambroſe who have iudgedit ſo :for the miner, ſed purge- 


$16nem innuis. 
Ambrof, Hic eſten- 
dit penas ignis paſ- 
ſurum. 


Cyprian. L 4. ep. 
purged for ſiunes by the torment of fyre, another by the purgation which ts made by the paffion * 


the great S. Augnſline,who on the thirty ſeauenth Plalme hath thefe words : My God Avg. in Pſal. 37. 


make me ſuch 1nmy life, that Imay not need the fire of Pmrgarorie after my death. Hath the 
Romen Church hired al theſe ſoancient Fathers to write ſuch texts in it's bchalfe 2 Is it 
not a ſhame that a brainleſſe Libertine with the eyes of a bat ſhould mock ar al theſe 
lights? 


4. Doubelefſe, wil ſome fay,theſe reaſons are forcible, but I vnderſtand not where T1, manner of 
this purgatory is,and how ſoules are there tormented. To that I anſwer, the Church Purgatory. 


which walketh reſcruedly in it's ordinances cucr grounded on the word of God,one- 
ly obligeth vsto hold as an article of faith a third place for the purgation of ſouls, 


which 1s neither Paradiſe nor hel. As for circumſtances of the place and manner of Nyſl. de anima & 


ſenſible tormets, it hath decyded nothing thereof as an Articleot our beliefe. Schoole returreQione. 
Diuines ordinarily ſet purgatoty in a ſubterrancan place, which is very probable, 1; Cbryſoſt. homil. 


may alſo be that ſoules may be putgedin the ayre im the fpheare of fire, and in divers 4 HOT prz- 
p | Beda I. z. hiſt, 
c prerogatiue of Cods power, and Angl. ag, 

As 


parts of the elementary world, according tothe _ of S. Gregory N.yſfew, S. Chry- 
ſoftome and S. Gregory the Great. It dependeth on 
the miniſtery of Angels, 


T alem me reddas. (ui 
emendatorio igne non 


fis opuſ. 
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As for puniſhments, it is moſt certaine the firſt conſiſterh in ſuſpenſion from the 
ſight of God , a matter very dolorous to a ſoule, which Eeing out of the body and 
farre abſented from it's ſource is as would the glob of the earth be were ir 
| out of it's place,or like ynto fire ſhut vp in the bowels ot mount Frna. It naturally de- 
C ſireth to re1oyne ir-ſelfe ro God , and the leaſt retardation it feeles from ſuch a telicity 
| is moſt ſenſible vato it. It mourneth to be depriucd from an infinit comfort , when 

thethirſt is moſt ardcnt,andro ſee it-felte bercaued by it's owne fault; yea ſuch anone 

| - as mightealily haue been auoyded. The ſecond is the paine of ſenſe which is exerci- 

Mivis , ſe4 veris mo- e4 by fire (the great cxecutioner of God's iuſtice) & ſometimes alſo by other wayes, 
<o Ange : knowne to his pronidence as S, Boncnenture and holy Bede teach vs. It _s lay you 
cannot comprehend how a material thing worketh on a ſpiritual : I asKe of you a- 

gaine , this ſoule which is in your body is it of any other kind then thoſe in purgato- 
ry: And yet ſee you not how it daily ſuffereth inthe body? See you not how al the do- 
lours of mortal ticſh rebound backe againe by an amorous fimpathy , and a counter- 
butt wholy neccſſary,to the botrome ot out ſoule? And yet you aske how it can (\uffer? 
Is it not true, our ſoule contayneth in it the root of ynderſtanding , and al {enhible 
knowledge,#amed and accompliſhed by the help of the bodyes organes ? Is it nor 
rrue that being in the body it vnderitanderh and feeleth with dependance on the bo- 
dy? But {epcrated,doth it looſe this root of vnderſtanding and knowledye? Verily no: 
For it then vaderſtandeth with independence on the body, To ſpeake alſo according 
to the opinion of ſome, it may feelc out of the body not onely by a knowledge naked 
and intelleCtua}, but experimental in ſome ſort, not vnlike the ynderſtanding exerci- 
zedin the body. But there is no more corporal organ, which 15 as the chariot of feeling. What 
importeth it > God by his power cannot he tupply the organ of body , and neceffitate 
the ſoule immediately to teele the ſharpneſle ot fire, as it it were ſtilun the body? And 
which is more,ſome Diuines thinke there would be no inconuenience to ſay,the ſoule 
were reueſted by God with a body of ayre , as in a ſheath wherewith it thould haue 
the ſame {ſympathy it had before with the body it informed: and this body being in- 
corruptibly burut,as that of the damned, ſhould cauſe apainful quality to ariſe to tor- 
ment it : which I notwithſtanding thinke not fo probable; Bur I rather belieue the 
fire nor being contrary of it's nature to the ſpirit , might for al that be cholen and ap- 
pointed by the ſfinguler diſpoſition of prouidence to be yntothe ſoulc an aftlicting t1- 
gnezin that it repreſenterh to itin ir's flames the anger of an offended God,as it thal be 

{aid in the ſubſcquent maxime. 

Alas ! o Chriſtians , God grant we may be ignorant of this eternal and temporal 

fire,and may rather be purged 1n this life then expect it inthe other. 

5- Whenl1 cometo the ſecond point of this diſcourſe; I cannot wonder enough at 

our ſtupidity and lethargy : we belicue purgatory andþely our beliefe by our workes. 
at may we hope inthe other life , liuing ſo negligently and remiſlcly? Godis mer- 
Ciful : Behold our ordinary ſaying. But ſec we not 1n Scriptures the hand of God ar- 
med with fiery tempeſts ouer the infamous cittyes of Sodome and Gomorrha , and the 
bodies which ſacrificed themſclues in the flames of prodigious luxury roaſted and 
broyled vnder the breath of the anger of the Omniporent? Sce we not a whole world 
burycdin the waters of a deluge, waues of the Ocean ruſhing,as in a citty ſacked, on 
the heads of offenders , the ſca becomming altogeather rhe executioner and tomb of 
ſinners ? See we nor thoſe beautiful Angels fo beloued of God, and fo worthy of fa- 
uour , which alſo came moſt reſplendent ont of his hands , loſt by one thought of 
pride,{corched and precipitated into dungeons of cternal flames? | 
Thinke we to be more to God then thoſe cittics repleniſhed with ag infinit number 
of ſoules,then a whole world, then legions of Angels? Letvsnot flatter our (clues by 
a preſumpruous conhdence of a mercy not due to a negligence ſo faint and diſſolute, 

Thetruth is, no vncleanneſle entreth into Paradiſe : The truth is , the eyes of the 
ſupreame Iudge cannot endure pollution. For if there be any,it muſt infallibly be ta- 
kenvf with the hileof iuſtice. The torment of purgatorig is executed with tharp and 
transfixing paynes,ſince that imperious element which rayſeth ſo many terrours in 


our world hath there the place of an officer, The continuance thereof is long by cer- 
rainc 
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raine revelations that ſome ſoulcs haue been there many yeares: it's perſeuerance and 

aCtiuity dreadful fince the ſoule is immorral and incorruptible toit's torments. This 

maderhe hayre ſtand an end on the heads of al Saints. And whenthegreat man Teb, Iob. zr. 

al compoſed of innocency and ſanctity,thought on this iuſtice of God, he conceiued Semper enim queſs 

himſelte to be as a little th crouch'd in the warter, that hearerh al the ſtormes rouling a _——— 
ouer it's head. S, Auguſtine growne hoary in a thouſand valougous batrayles for de- 4, a = 
fcnceof the Church,apprehendeth purgatoryz8& the cle@ ſoules who build al in gdld, ,o, pou, 
filucr,and prerious ſtones, feare he tryal of fire , and we with our edifices of ſtubble, 

ſtraw, and hay , walke with exalted creſts as if we had al the aſſurances of our ſa!- 

UArion, ? 

Whereare we, ifthistorchof iuſtice awaken vs not? Perhaps we haue made a bar- Qui porcris halizere _ 

gainc with this fire, and rheſe punithments,or that we are torment-proofe not to feele d* vobis cumigne de- 
rhem, Is there ay man who 24 learned to abide among burning coales? We are #974"? 

ſo teder,ſo nice, ſoimpatient,ſo the louers of our ſelues,that one ounce of i] weigheth 

a pound with vs. O worldlings!who ſhal weep ouer you,fince you know'not how to 

bewayle your ſelues? Your bodies are dainty both by nature and educatioh, yea your 

ſoules much more: you cannot endure the ſtinging of a bee ; the yeric fight of a Swr- 

geons Jancct affrights you, and yet you daily — your ſe]ues,in a thouſand vari- 

ties,a thouſand courtſhips,and a thouſand wordly loves, which dehle your foule, and 

muſt at a deare rate be diſcharged inthe other world. We know the Ekeiſtians of the 

Indies newly conuerted, when they felt ſome temptations contrary to the law of God, 

rantothcir chimney harrhs ,and thruſt their hands into the flames, ſaying : Sinne ſoule, 

if thou canſt abide frre,if net gee no further. Doe the like, rouch if not in effect , ar lcalt 

by conlfideration the deuouring flames of God's iuſtice, | And if they ſeeme firange 
vntoyou,cngage not your ſclfcin them by your {enſualities. : | 

6. Fromthe light apprehenſion we haue of purgatory proceedeth another ſtupi- Rigour of the li- 
dity verie vnreaſonable, which is, that we are veric little careful of the ſoyles of the atk. 4m 
dead;amarter veric worthy of blame for two principal reaſons. The firſt is that the ry. - 
prouidence of God which diſpoſcth al with ſo great {weetneſſe, hath as it were rycd 
the ſaluation of theſe good ſoules to the feruour of our prayers , and would haue ys 
to be as mediatours and interceſlours of their felicity,wich is verily one of the grea- 
teſt titles of honour we canretciue. It is a note of Diuinity to haue power to oblige Pho. 1. x. c. 7, 
men, ſaith an Ancient, and there is no ſhorter way to cternal glory. Now God giucs Deus eft moral be- 
vs the meanes to oblige, not mortals, but immortal ſoules, and to oblige them in a "*faere mortalem, 
cauſe ſo great and eminent, that if al the treaſures and liues of the world were difo]- - '&c ad Eternam 
ued into one maſle, they could nor-reach to the leaſt degree of the tclicity you may TREE 
procure to theſe faithful ſoules. 

By obliging them in this Kind you gaine eternal freinds, who wil entertayne 10 
thoughts, but ſuch as may tend to render youthe like , andto bearc youintothe ko- 
ſome of beatitude, andyer this being moſt caſy for you (as a matter which contiſtcth 
in ſome prayers, almes-deeds , and good workes) you negieRt it : Is not this a prodi= * 

tous careleſneſſe? | - 

The ſecond reaſon is that by ſuch negligence we betray our ſoule , which encli- 
neth out of a natural propenſfdon to the weetneflſe and mercy we exerciſe cuen ro- 
wards beaſts, It is che argument which the Sonne of God made yſc of : If a horſe, an Math, 12. 1, ; 
Oxe,a ſheep fal intoa ditch, there is neither feſtiual nor fabboath withholds ; cuery _ CATS 
one whois able ſtretcherh our a hand and drawes it forth: And bchold heer nor a (ym v4z, & fee | 
beaſt bur a ſoule created to the image of God,irradiazed with the molt cxecllent linea- cideris hec ſebbatho 
ments of his beauty, which is to live with Angelsctandly, fallen into a ditch , fallen in foneam, manum 
into a boyling furnaze, who is MC the help of al the world, ****%is & lenabis 
and whileſt we flaken to ſfuccour it, hath theſe wal words of Hicremy: Hes Then 

Alas ! God the juſt auenger of crimes comfnitied againſt his diuine Maieſty,hath p, excelſo ey] ig- 
powred fire into my bones to chaſtice me. Bchold me in the nets of juſtice, behold nem in ofibus mis, 
me now deſolate,penſiue , and diſconſolate oth night and day. Al aftlitcth me in © © #dini« me, 
this ſaid abode, bur nothing is ſo irkſome as the burden of mine iniquities and in- 794% 194499 10s 
gratitudes, It is a yoake which ſurchargeth my neck like lead , ant,pulles me 4, WP 
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downc into the rorments from whence I cannot goe without your charities, O you, 
my deare kinred,freinds,and allyes who paſſe through the Church-yard made the de- 
politary of my bones, conſider and fee with the cyes of taith whether there beany 
dolour comparable to myne : ſince God hath cut meoff on the day of his indignation 


with a ſtrong and ineuitable arme, O ingrareful and difloyal lonne, it is the ſoule of . 


thy father which ſpeaketh vnto thee 1n this manner,and ſaycsvnto thee:Sonne I haue 
paſſed my life as the ſpider,ſtil ſpining,cuer ſeeking after worldlic wealth, perpetual- 
ly exhauſting my proper ſubſtance to enrich thee, 1 lined on galand cares, that thou 
mighteſt {wim in ro{e-water 3 I trauelled ouer lands and ſeas to build a filuer bridge 
for thy fortune , to ſer thee on flower de-luces and  employments of a Kingdome , 
whereis thy retribution? | 

My ſonne, I complayne not,my eye being ſhut my body was troubleſome tothee 
in thy houſe, & thou couldſt not endure it;it was a dunghii muſt be yealded vp tothe 
earth : but Icomplaine that thou being wel informed thy father had an immortal, 
ſoule, which thou mighreſt comfort by thy good workes , thou traiterouſly em- 
ployedſt the money,whereof the poore hauc roo much been fruſtrated, to eſtabliſh 
thy vanities and fatten thee in pleaſures. Where is thy liberality 2 Where are thy al- 
mcs toward {o many miſerable creatures, who dye in affliction inthe ſtreets? Obſerue 
iultice, and take example by my diſaſters, | 

Huſband, itis thy wife {o beloued that ſpeakes to thee, {aying : Ah my deareſt 
freinds where is the faith plighted in the face of the Church 2 Where are the faithful 
loues which ſhould haue no limit but eternity ? Death no ſooner abſented me from 
thy eyes, but forgerfulnes drew me out of thy hart, I complayne not thou liucſt 
happy and fortunate in thy new affections , for I am ina condition wherein I can 
neither. enuy nor malice any ; but I complayne that not onely after my death. the 
children whichare pledges of our loue were diſtaſtful to thee , but that thou haſt 
wholy loſt the memory of one who was ſo pretious to thee, and whom thou as a 
Chriſtian oughtlt to loue beyond a romb. Open yet once vato her the bowelsof thy 
charity, and comfort by thy almes and good workes a ſoule which muſt expectthat 
help 44 thee, or ſome other. 
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4P PARITION. OF SOFYLES 
in Purgatory, 


y IsSTORIES tel vs the apparition of ſoules in Purgatory are ſo 
F frequent, that he who would keep an account may as ſoone num- 
ber the ſtarres inthe sky or leaues on the trees. Bur ay it is not fir 
# tobe too credulousin al may be ſaid thereupon,ſo a man muſt be 
is verie impudent to deny al is ſpoken of it , and to oppoſe as wel 
P the authority of ſo many great perſonages , as the memory of al 
we Ages. | 
He who belicues Soching aboue nature wil not belicue a God of narure, How 
many extraordinary things are there, the experience whereof teacherh vs theeffects, 


and of which God hideth the reaſons from ys? The Philoſopher Democritus diſputing $olinus Polyhi- 
with the Sages of his tyme concerning the ſecret power of nature, held commonly in ſtor. | 


his hand the ſtone called cathocita , which inſenſibly ſtricketh ro ſuch as touch ir, 
and they being vnable to giue a reaſon of it,he inferred there were many ſecrets 


which are rather to humble our ſpirits then to _— our curioſity. Who can tel Tul. $cal. A Porta. | 


why the theamede which is a kind of adamant draw 
Jeth it on the other? Why doc the forked branches of the nut-tree turne towards 
mines of gold and filuer > Why doe bees often dye in the hiucs, after the death of 
the Maiſter of the family , vnleſle they be els-where tranſporred > Why doeth a 
dead body caſt forth bloud in the preſence of the murderer > Why doe certaine 
fountaines in the current of their waters , and in their colour carry preſages of ſca- 


iron on one {ide , angl repel- Camerar. 


ſons, as that of Blomwzya, which waxeth red when the country 1s menaced with warre? Ditmarus 
Why hauc ſo many noble families certaine fignes which neuer fayle to happen Petrus Albinus, 


when ſome one of the'family is to dye? The commerce of the liuing with ſpirits of 
; the dead is a matter very extraordinary , but not impoſlible to the Farher of ſpirirs who 
holdeth toral nature berween his hands. | 

Perer of Clugny,{urnamed the Vencrable, and eſteemed in his time as the oracle of 
France, was a man who preceeded in theſe affaires with much conſideration , nor 
countenancing any thing either friuglous or _ Behold the cauſe wherefore I 
willingly an > vie of his authority, He telleth that in a villagewof Spayne named the 
Starrechere was a man of quality called Perer of Engelbert,much eſteemed inthe world 
for his excellent parts and aboundant riches, 

Notwithſtanding the ſpirit of God hauing made him vnderſtand the vanity of 
al humnane things,being now farre ſtepped into yeares , he went into a Monaſtery of 
the Order of Clugny there the more pioully to paſſe the remnant of his daycs, as it is 
laid , the beſt incenſe commeth frotn' old trees. He often ſpake amongſt the 
holy Fryers of a viſion which he ſaw when he as yet was in ghe world, and which 
he acknowledged to be no ſmal motiue ro worke his conuerſion, This bruit came 
to the cares of Venerable Perer , who was his General, and who for the affaires of 
his Order was then gone into Sp4yne. Behold: the cauſe why he,neuer admitting 
any diſcourſes to be eptertayned it they were not wel verityed , rooke the paines to 
gocintoa little Monaſtery of N4zare where Engebere was,andto queſtion himvpon ir 
in the preſence of the Bishops of Oleron and Oſme, coniuring him in the vertue - holy 
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obedience to tel him punctually the truth touching the vition he had ſeen whileſt he 
led a ſecular life. This man being very graue,and very circtiſpedt in al he ſaid, fpake 
the words which the Authour of the hiſtory hath gouched in bis proper texracs; 

In the time that Alphanſus the yongee , heire 6f the great: Alphonſus, warred i:1 
Caſtile againſt cerraine faciious diſvnitcd frbm his obedience ,bemade an Edict thar 
cuery tamily in his Kingdome ſhould be bound to furrill: him with a ſouldicr; 
which was the cauſe that for obedicnce to the Kings command's I {cr into his a;- 
my one of my houſhgld (eruants, named Sancius, The warrcs keing ended and the 
rroups diſcharged he returned to my houſe , where hauing ſome ryme {ciourncd he 
was ſeized by a licknefle, which in few dayes tgoke him away toro the ather world. 
We performed the obſequies viually obſerued towards the dead , and foure months 
were already paſt we hearing nonght at al of the ſtate of his ſoule , when behoid 
vpon a winters night being in my bed throughly aw ake,I perceiued a man, who ſiir- 
ring vp the aſhes of my harth opened the burning coles, which made him the more 
calily to be ſeen. Although I found my ſelfe much terrifycd with the ſight of this 
ghoſt;God gaue me courage to aske him who he was,and tor what purpote he came 
thither to Jay my harth abread, But he in a verie low voyce anſwered : Mailer, feare 
nothing , I am your poore ſernant Sancius : I gee into Caſtile zn the company of many ſoulgiers 
to expiate my fines in the [ame place where I committed them, = 

I ſtoutly replyed, if the commandemenr of God cal you thither,to what purpoſe 
come you hirher? Sir, ſayrh he,takeit not amiſſe, for ir is not withour the divine per- 
miſſion. I amin a ſtate not deſperate , and wherin I may be helped by you, it you 
beare any good wil towards me. Hereupon I required what his neceſſity was , and 
what ſuccour he expected from me; You know Maiſter,ſaid he,that 4littlc beture my 
death you ſent me into a place where ordinarily men are not ſanctifycd. Liberty, jl 


. example, youth , andtemerity al conſpire againſt the ſoule of a poore ſoudier , who 


hath nogouernement. I committed many outrages during the late warre, robbirg 
and pillaging eucn tothe goods of the Church, tor which 1 am ar this preſent gric 
uouſly tormented, But , good Maiſicr , if you loued me aliue as.one of yours, forget 
me not after death, I aske no part of your great riches, bur onely your prayces, and 
ſome almes for my ſake,which wil much aſſiſt to mitigate my paynes, My Mittrelle 
oweth me al out cight franks vpon a reckoning between her & mc, let her be{tow it, 
not for my body which hath no need of ir, Lutthe cgmfort of my {oule which cxpec- 
teth it from your charities. We WT 

I know not how I found my ſelfe emboldned by theſe ſpeachts ; but I had more 
defire to entertayne it then feare of the apparitiop, 1 demanded whether jt could tel 
me newes of one of my country-men,named Peter Deiaca,whodyed a while lince, To 


. Which he made anſwer I need not trouble my (c]tc wicvit, for he was already in rhe 


number of the bleſſed, ſince the great almes he gauc inthe laſt famine had purchaſed 
heauen for him. From thencel tel vpon anather queſtion , and was curiousraknow 


| What had happened to acertaine Iudge, whom Lvery wel knew and who lacly pal- 


fed ivto the other life. To which he replyed:Sir,ſpcake not of that miſerab!g man,for 
hel poſleſſerh him through the corruption of iuſiice which be by damuable practice 


| png an honour and ſoule ſalcablc tothe preiudice ot his conſcience, My 


curiolity carryed me higher,to enquire what became of King Alphonſus the Great, at 
which time 1 heard another voice that came from a window behind me , {aying very 
diſtinctly:It is not of Sancius you muſt demand thar,becauſc he as yet can lay nochiog 
to the ſtate of that Prince, but I may haue more experience thereot ghen he; 1 decear 
{ing fue yeares agoc and being preſent in an accident which gaueTne ſome light of ir, 
I was much furprized ynexpectedly hearing this gtbeg voyce, and turning ſaw þythe 
help of the moones brightneſſe which reflected into my chamber , a man keaniug on 
my window,whomlI intreated to tc] me whyere then King Alphonſws was. Whbercto 
he replyed he wel knew that paſſing our of this life he had becn much tormented, and 
that the prayers of good religious men much helped him : pur he could nos 6. this 
preſent {ay in what ſtate he was, Hauing ſpoken thus niuch he turned rowasds Ser- 
6345 (itting neer the fire, and ſayd, Let vs goe,ig is time we depart. At which $encim 
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. making no other anſwer , ſpeedily roſe vp , and redoubled his complaints with a la- 
. mentable voyce, ſaying:Sir, I intreat you once againe remember me, and tharmy Mi- 

Atreſle performe the requeſt I made you. - _ 
The next day Engebert vnderſtood from his wife what the ſpirit told him, and 
with al obſcruation,diſyoſed himſelfe ſpeedily and charitably to ſatisfy al was requi- 
red, What may we inferre vponthis, but S, Angwſtines concluſion which he left un a 

booke of care for the dead, fifteenth Chapter? SOT ITE BS i 

Holy Scriptures witneſſe , that the dead are ſometimes ſent 10 lining men, as on the contra- 
ry S. Paul 4mongſt the liming was lifted vp to heauen, As we ordinarily know not what 
becomes of the per ſons of the dead, ſo we nowſt confeſſe the dead know not al is dove 1h the world 
gt the tyme it us done, but they afterwards learne je fron thoſ, who paſſe ont of this life into 
the other ,and conner ſe with them, Yet they vnderſfland net al ſorts of affeires , but thoſe which 


may be told them, and ſuch as are permitted to remayne in their memories that recount them 
to ſoules who muſt know them, Angels who are preſent to ations here beneath may alſo diſco- 
wer to the dead what the Sodtraigne Arbiter , to whom al things are ſubiefted,shal appoint 
fo come to the knowledge either of the one or other. 
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THE PROPHANE COVRT. THE HOLY COVRT. 
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That we cannot be miſe- Thar the wicked being no 
 rable when we are 0 more. more for this preſcnr life, are 
5 cuerlaſting for the paines of 


5 the damned. 


> HAT there is an incuitable iudgement of God for the damned , fire, 


Beliefe of a iudge- _ . nay, ot 

ment moſt gene- = darkneſſe,, eternal priſons, (o Libettine and prophane ſoule) is not a 

ral. WA propoſition needs to be proued by many reaſons and arguments. Ir is 
| | 9 |=, the ſubie& of al bookes,the diſcourſe of al tongues , the confe;lion of 

i ts now fo f3- Ze 4 al people, the great voyce of nature which forgetfulnes cinot obliter- 


co ſexs | rate , impiety extinguiſh nor an euil conſcience take away. The He- 
T7 de anima. brewes, Grecians, Latins, Chaldeans, Perfians, Arabians, AbiſSines ,Affricans, Indians 
not ſpeaking of others, al Nations moſt remote from our region , moſt [age in man- 
ners,moſt ſtrange in cuſtomes hauebelicued, proclaymied,ptorefted,doe belicue, pro- 
claime,and proteſt thistruth through al Ages ; and although different in condition 
al notwithſtanding agree in the faith of aliuing God ,who Knowtth, (ecth , iudgerh 
of the good and bad deeds of this life , ordayneth rewards for'vertuc , and puniſh- 
ments for vice. © | 
The order of God, It isthe order of God who gouerneth the world with two hands , which are iuſ- 
tice and mercie. If you take away one of tkerw/yowmiay tre him. It is the condition of 
Notable ſpeach of humane and diuine things, where contraries are cuer counterballanced by contraries, 
. - S. Thomas, ſay Philoſophers. If there be a Paradiſe for vertues , there muſt be a hel for crimes. 
S. Thom. opuſ. 63. No lefſe docth hel contribute to publiſh Gods omnipotencie , then Paradiſe, As hea- 


Non ef infernw er is furniſhed with ſtares , hel ſhal be with the damned , and the juſtice of the 
ejoy celo., Sicur ce 


lum ſyderibus, ſec in- YOUEFaIgne wikn leſſe appeare #n the condamnarion of the culpable , then in the de- 
_- | 093= fenteof itnn6cehts. 1 knew rlorWhat made Doctour Toſtatns ſay,rhat Plato placed hel 
nebiewr. inthe ſphere of Mars, ſince he yery wel mentions it in the concaue of abyſles in his 
The opinion of - phedon. Triſmegiſtus in Pymander omitted not to ſpeake of auenging flames dueto im- 


+ 1-5 Dew piety. The Stotkes treat among their ſecrets of the general fycring of the world , as 
Tree. witneſſeth Clemens Alexandrinus in his ſtromata. And other Philoſophers accor- 
Triſmegiſt, in Pi- ding to Tertu{[ian ſpcake of ſecret fire, which muſt ſerue as an inſtrument of God's 
mandro. vengeance. The moſt ſtupid haue ſeen it, the moſt inſolent haue frouncd ar it, and the 


Cle, Alex.ſtrom.5. moſt forlorne are aſtonithed with it. 


And 
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Aud ycrily it isa hydeous thing to behold onely on paper what the Authour of rhe 

cardinal workes of Jeſus Chriſt writerh : To burne in flames which waſi not, nor shal exer Imccnſumpuibilit us 

be conſumed,to be ſcorched though the wholc body with remedileſſe fires to be broyled dline in his fonmi corpue ate | 

owne greace CT breyled with fiaymes of bis impurities nat to be taken off. To ſee nothing but pits enrituu ardere,in 
"*& "Yy with fiayn of bis PEBSIEE 0 BEE ken off. \ os £5 P Proprio adipe frixas 

of fire, and flaming furnaces without eaſe, relaxation,remedy Fhange,or d,minution of ſentence. th.dines tullne, ec. 
Notwithſtanding (o Libertine) thou docſt aske, how thes material fire burneth fpiri- How the fire ofhe! 

tnal ſonles? It is one of the moſt vnfortunate ſciences not to vnderſtand hel but by gro- burne ch, 

per experience,to diſpute the aCtiuity of a fire as true as the mouth of God, & vufaith- 

tully deny on carth what muſt euerlaſtingly be learned vnder earth. Algazel the Arg- 

bian and Auicer ſayd a damned ſeule ſuffers no other payne but the obie( of it's erernal per- 

dition, Algazel & Auicen : behold rwo goodly Authours to oppoſe the wiſedome of 

theererngl Word, I am of apinion we learne irom diuels how to belieue tn God, and 

deriue our Theology from the lips of the wicked , and our kelicfe from' infidelity , as 

if one ſhould proſtitute a Veſtalto a loſt man. Alas wretched ſpirit how worthy arc 

chou of compaſſion,when not ſatisfyed to play the Epicure in thy manners, thou wilt 

diuide thy Liberriniſme with Philoſophy. If this diſcourſe, which ought to be dedica- 

ted ro holy horrour of God's iudgements,did permit farther queſtion ,one might ſhew 

with the great Biſhop of Parss,that a damned loule kept in a priſon of fire, retaynes al Gyittelm. Paris. . 

the {ame icnles,as it it were with the body in the middeſt of flames,fince we teele in de yuiuerls, 

this lite, ſuck viuacitie onely from thEimagination,that itin vs produceth the ſame ef- 

fects which the preſence of obiects docth, And this Doctour witneſleth he hath ſeen 

and known men, who nceded no other purgation but thefight of a medecine, Bur if 

the {ole idea doethus, what wil the real impreſſion of fire worke ypon a foule,which 

rayicd by the diuine power aboue it's ordivarie force , ltauesa forme anda character, 

as it a hot-iron were ſtamped on the fleſ1, We might deduce with S. Thomas, Turrecre- 

mata, Caietan, Iſolam, and Ocham,al the exquiſit dolours of aſoule thar teelerh ir-ſelte 

impritoned as 1n a cage of fire ,' and ſtormerh ſeeing it-(elfe nor onely depriued of 

{weet liberty,but tormented by an imperious element,deſtined Ly Godtor it's puniſh- 

ment by extraordinary waies,by a ſuppliment of the antipathy ot ſenſes , and which 


"Y 


| ſhametully wracke it, as if a perſon of eminert quality were inſolently abuſed by 


ſome {laue come from the Moores or Arabia, / 

We ſhould likewile fer before you with other Diuines the quality of a prodigious See S. Auguft, u4, 
deformity, cauſed by hre rayſed aboue it's conditi8n, which exiremely afflicteth an citty of God.- 
immortal ſpirit, then eſpecially when it ynderſtands the excellent guifts wherewith ? _—_— me 
God had endowed it, the tauours and glorics it might pretend vnto in this moſt blct- & 7 h n= _ 
ſed Erernity. One might ſay with many other Rb Doctours, that the ſoule Gentes !i. 4. c. 90. 
Leing the root of ſenſitive qualities is no lefle tormented ty obiccts diſſenting ircm Suar. part. z.and 
ſenſe, then as if ſenſe were preſent, and hath a ſpiritual ſenſe , by the hep of which the R P. Theo- 
ir tryerh & feelerh che fire with an experimental knowledge wholy like the ation of Pt fo, 50 
ſenſe. Al theſe opinions might be argued with many initancies and reaſons, bur ir Joop cube hs 
Þcing not accordipg to the {cope of thisdeſigne,l ſay in one word with S. Gyegory the queſtion is excel- 
Great : There ts made in the ſoule, from a viſible fire,a heat and an inuifible payne, It is true lently handled. 
the ſoule {cperated from the body hath not a natural antipathy and difagrecment 
from fire, but what this imperious clement cannor haue remayning within the limits 
of narure,it oEtayneth by a particular ordinance & diſpoſition of God, who chooſerh 
and expreſlely depureth it ro ſerue him as an inſtrument and a figne in this action, 
and to be asan eternal meſſenger of his anger againſt a damned toule. Now as the 
Soucraigne Iugdge of the world gaue life to Cary for a puniſhment, ſo (according 
to S, Ambroſe, ) he engraued by the ſame meanes a diſaſtrous marke on his 
perſon , which continually ſer before the eyes of this tratricide the image 
of his crime and the diuine juſtice, In ſuch manner that oftentimes turmoyled 
during life ih the miſecrics and confuſions of his truitiſh ſpirit , ſo ſoorc as 
he repreſented to himlſelfe this figne, he ackncwledged the dectce of Cod 
who prolonged his lite to lengthen his caJanities : So this diuine hand , Om- 
niporent in it's effe&ts , imprinteth fire on a damned ſoule , as the true tokeh * 
of bis iuſtice , the character ot bis anger, the ſentinel and executioner of his crernal * 


G4 wail, 


Ul 


philus Raypaud in 
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wil, who bearerh the face of an incenſed God wirh al his decrees in his owne flames, 
who preſſeth and lyeth heauy on this miſcrable _ » ſeperated from the light of 
God and reſigned through an eternal malediCtion rorhe lite of diucls. 

oak be... 2 Thou mult heer vaderſtand, o Reader, thisrruth touching the eternity of the 
oundation or tne 4 | | _ . : 

eternity of the pai- PAyes of the damned,confirmcd by expreſſe texts of holy Scripture , and the deciſion 

nes of the damned. of the yninerfſal Church, and by al Ages , is grounded vpon the juſtice of God , euer 

| to be adored by oyr wils although impenctrable to the weakneffe of our ynderſtan- 

dfhg:and for confirmation hereof I thinke we ſhould not ont the reaſons of S. Gre- 

| gory , S. Bernard and $, Thomas before we produce that which to me {cemes the moſt 

- formal; for although they arc nor al neceſſaric in.their concluſions , yet they fayle 

6 not to furniſh vs with much light, and ro giue matter of true piety which is the butt 

wherat we ayme in this diſcourſe, You (0 inner) demand why is a deadly finne ſtruc- 

7. Reaſon of S. * kenandpuniſhed with aneternal payne? I anſwer you firſt with $. Gregory the Great, 

Gregory. that if ancternal malice be proucd in ſinne, juſtice by al reaſonable wayes requireth 

| Now wanſumms ope- the chaſtizement of it to be ternal : for an eternity of- crimes muſt be counterbal- 

va nofire vs videruy, lanced with an cternity of miſcries. Now ſinne in ſome ſort is eternal , and in ſome 

ſed remporalia queq; manner ext&ds beyond our life, which alone is capable of merit or demerit.For tel me, 

velws eternitects thoſe ſtones and kernels of pomegranade,and apple-trees,and al other treegcreated in 

444 (7a the firſt weeke of the world, were they temporary or eternal? Temporary you wil ſay, 

uerſ, adcler. c. 55, forthey fel before the uy, And yct behold they propagate to our time, and liue in as 

many trees as there are of their kind on carth, tor theſe fue thouſand yeares or ther- 

abouts. The like is it with the actions you doe atthis preſent : For they ſeeme to paſſe 

in a moment, yet are they ſo many ſeeds of eternity. Reader, vnderſtand wel what I 

ſay,bchold here a ſecret wherwith daily to acquire arich treaſureof merits: make me 

al your vertues as eternal by the fncerity of your intentions, as they in effect are ſuch 

iatheir conſequence. When you Joe a good worke, bet prayer, almes,or other act of 

charity ,doe it ſtoutly in-ſuch manner and diſpoſition, that were you eternal on carth 

you would cternally renounce euil and embrace good, So doe al the Juſt , and ſodoe 

Yellens ſine fine vi- they eternize al good and laudable actions, Bur tinners, who paſſe our of this life in 

were, vs poſiins fine mortal ſinnegare to framed, that might you enter into their harts you there ſhould find 

_o__ | Pare _ -— ſuchmarkesof malice,ſuch characters of finne imprinted as wirhva hot-iron, that they 

da penſat & affe- wiſh to liue ctervally ro:finne cuerlaſtingly. Therr ute 15 mortal , butthe affections 

| Alunon falls, they haue towards hnne are immortal; tor which cauſe Gods iuftice requires they ne- 

uer be without torment who would peucr liuc without finne, 

Ad magnam iuſti- And ſay not to me,bchold that miſerable inner ſeized on by the deuine Juſtice in 

tiam indicantis per- the beat of his crime,it is not likely he would ſtil perfaſt in his enormous transgreſfion, 

tines , venunquem the boyling of his paſſion would vapour away , and his ſpirn be reſtored to the calme, 

caream ſuppl:cio,9% 1.4 reaſon toit's throne. Nay much otherwaſc,a finner who «yeth in {inne hath the 


_ | pop * ny root of actios,whichis the hart, ſoenucnomed that althe ſprouts arenought butabho- 


ney mination. And although he were to liuc ati hundred thouſand yeares,thould nor fome 
ſeruile feare ſtop the torrent of his corruption , he would ſpend them in theſeexorbi- 
tancies, - 

a. Rein. 3- Theſecond reaſon is drawne from $, Thomas, who ſayth the nature of mortal 


S. Thom, 1. 3.9.87. ſnne is a priuation of ſpiritual life, as death is a priuation of corpora], Behold a tree 
which was heretofore thicke ſpread with boughs and flouriſhing , is now parched & 
dry,withour force, & life. Let it be inthis ſtate, ſo wil it remayne ſtil,neuer returnin 
to it's firſt vigour. Bcholda man likewiſe, who hath killed charity in his harr "which 
is the root of ſpiritual litc,by ſome molt gricuous lmne;ro dye in this ſtate. It is rhe im- 
By poſſibilitic of 1impoilibiluies, that inthe other world nor capable of merir or demerit, 
Semper puniri poteſt, | _ may change humſelfe, Death cucr raignes there where istretpaſle, and trefpaſſe ſtil 
numquam poreſt ex= , : Pr, HER : ; he 
par. raigning there , deſerucs to be puniſhed without intermiſhon, Itis alwaies chaſtiſed 
S_ Bernard, de and neucr expiatcd, ſayth S. Bernard. | 
conſid, 1. x, Andthat you may wel vuderitand this , repreſent ynro your ſelfe an excellent 
An « 1 nah conceit of one of the greateſt wits which eucr flouriſhed, P;caus Mrrandwls in the 
pa by 2" booke he compoſed of the dignity of man. We are in this world as in the 
T ui ipſcus quaſs ar- {hop of a Sculptour ,, who laboureth on ſtatues of mental, Behold the bur- 


ning 


. your power, Burt it the workemen through malice or inciuility ſhould fay,1 wil make formam ef fatge , pore- 


_ offences committed againſt the Dwwinity? Muſt we nor confeſſe that finne of it's owne 


price , heauencryed out murder , and could not endure them, Behold then: fal from f*//wne. ob. 37. 
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ning . furnace. , kchold the metal al boyling ,, behold many moulds ready at bjirrarinr henovarinſ? 
hand. Say you vnto him , Sir , make vs ſome curious piece worthy of you, make que pl-ſtes & fitter, 
vs as generous Lyon , make an Eagle , mizke a trivmphant King ; it is now in 9#47 malners 512463 


; . . R . : 115 1n inferiora que 
nothing of it, I am about to make of al this melted mettal veſſels of igncmivy , ard j,,, _ 4 es. £urh 


ſohe decth, had not you cauſe to {ay vnto him , what haſt thou dene;; al is warr'd, Fe, poreric in /uperio- 

there is notime giuen for you torcpent it, the tcdderis caſt. I ſay ji like after this 74 que ſuns cine. 

great man :Bcholdvs in this world as in the houſe of a plum mer cr graucr ; our vn- © 47m agg | 

dcrſtanding is the enginner , who JeLcurath vpn the ſeorch of athoutard inuenticrs; C4 ” cake 

our wil is the Miſtrefſe who Keepes the metral £11] Loylipg, and the mctal is our lite, tae hom. pgzo8. 

ard our ſoule indetermirate. God fayth vnto ys , vp treind , te ccuragions , thou 

Tay it make thy ſelfe a litle God , pertectly tramed tomy likeneflc : Behc:d, take the 

mould ,caſt itconfidently, I wil make nothing of it , ſayth the ſinner, 1 am about to 

make a hog , an owle, aſerpent , a hydeous morſter, and Lcholdin eftect al ſo made 

at the houre of death, The metal is caſt , regentance is vnprokitable , fince hel yomi- 

tcth vp good defires , and affordeth no felicities : thou haſt made a mepſler, ard thou 

{ſEalt remaync a monſter whileſt thouartin this cſtate, which is immoucable, hre like- + 

wiſe ſhal be annexed to thee to gnaw thee , which is the wcrme 1n the rotten 

wood. | 
Adde for athirdinſtance that Gcd who is wholy infinit, hath right in himrooblige , rcp drawne 

vs to the keeping ot the law, vnder an infinit peralty,confidering the greatnefle of his from the right of 

pertcEtion and benefits. The contenuance. of the payne is not meaſures Ly the laſting God , and fromthe 

of actions, Amanis banged, who iti] ſorcmayneth,tor a thetrt done 1 an.cmenr, 1t 2aure of ſinne, 

this ke done daily for the reparation ot the honour & geods of arother man who is o 

offended ,although he Le a caprive ard a milcrable creature , what flal we thinke of 


nature , and Ly the onely conlideration of it's proper malice , defcruerh infinit puniſh- 
ment , ſince it hath miſchicte in it , reſpetiuely intivit 2 And as it needed the Incarna- 
tion , death , and paſſion of a Word intivitto waſh it on earth, fo ir muſt haue an eter- 
na] puniſl;ment ro expiare it vnder earth. What can you find ſirange in this prc- 
cceding 2 EYE | 

1 ſay it is not Hel that ſkovld pur theſe quakirg and icye feare intoour bones : It p,n;v; non <P ma- 
is not payne ſhould be ſtrange vnto vs, bur finnie. Jt 1s not an cui) to Le puniſhed, Lut tum , ſed fiery pane 
to be worthy of puviſtment, Y ou complayne finne 1s lodged in hel , where would «:gn»m. Feccariinon 
you place it ? In heauen? Is it a fitthing,I pray you, to carry dirt into a Kings Palace 2 P**/7ſdere ad per- 
The heauens according to Job are ſtrorger then iron or brafle , and yer you fee theſe __ 44% "ou 
celeſtial bodyes able to carry al the glory of God,, cannot beare otic tingle finner, fo qjyin. wg 
hcauy , ſo in{upportable he is, So ſoone as the rebellious Angels conceiucd a finne. of Solidifinni quoſ ere ©? 


; 


_— —— 


the Palace of glory more thickethen flakes of {now or hayle on a winters day: Where 3 gricuouſneſle 
would you lodge this mortal finne 2 On the carth 2 See you not in the'Locke of Num- Naa 
bers how after the rebellion of Core, Dathan, and Abiren.this earth which is the foun- 
dation and baſis of the vniuerſe, ehangedit's nature ſhooke with trightu] tremblings, 
and opencd ir's wide and gaping boſome to ſwallow thefe difaitrous creatures 2 
Where ſhal we lodgethis (inne 2 On the waters ? Behold the waters could not endure 
one ſole diſotecbience of Ionas ? Al the ayre is on fre, al the winds tb bluſters , al the 
ſea in rage and fury,whilei it is vnder the weight of this poore {inner. He muſt be caft 
into the telly of a whale, although vonable to di{geſt , the vomit him, God himſelte, Laborani ſuſtinens. 
God Omniporet, in whoſe handsal this great worldis but a drop of dew,complaynes lob, 1. 
he cantiot endure finne. Where ſhal we placeit then bur inthe pir of hel? | 

But if atleaſt this paine had ſome end, And ſee you not finne hath neither end'vor "0" 
limits in it's eternity? Alas , he who would vnderſtand this, who would open hiseyes [uos, Sin punfTe ad 
to behold what I am about to ſay , and what I conceale, had rather put himſelfe'into inſe yna deſcendunt. 
the armes of hel being in innocency , then among imagivary ftelicitics ir- crime anc ob. 21. 15. 
ſinne, If you Know it nor, o Chriſtians , it is an inhnir evil, becauſe it ſtriketh at the 
hcad of an infinit divinity, and it is an horrible thang to thinke on , for that as much 


Q. 4 as 
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as is poſſible it annihilarcth God ard che whole fountayne of eſſences, fellicitics, and 
Fnormiry ofa —mercics, Doe you nor conlider atranſgreiſion increaſerh according as the perſon in- 
fianer, © tcreſſed is of great and eminent quality 2 It is one thing ro offend a peaſant , another 
thing a oo , another thing a Judge, another a King. But he who offends al 
Kings and al Iudges of the earth, or {houle thruſt a knife into the throat of a million 
of men , would he not feem very criminal ? Nay were al the greatneſſe , grace, and 
maicſty of a hundred thouſand worlds powred and quinteſſenced inonetody , whar 
would it be in compariſon of God, bur one grayne of ſand 2 And then to tnuade God, 
in his wil to infringe and anaul the Divinity, o abyſle of conftution! To ſay vnto God 
| Omnipoteat , al good , and al holy , You wil giue me a law andI wt play the yii- 
iowa, 4 | "40 bridled colt, 1 wil take itof my {elfe , I wiladmitno Law-maker : you created me 
NN als fone vila for your ſclfe, and 1 wil live. for my (elfe ,and be re {oueraigne good of my ſelfe ; 
| muſeratione morit#r, You created a world for my vie and I wil peoplc it with monſters , which fhal be may 
quznto magis putatis {jnnes, You redeemed and reconciled me by the bloud of your Sonne, and I wil con- 
deteriora merert [up on and trample it vnder-foot. I ſhould not preſume to vic theſe words, had nor S. 
plicka - p oeT - * Paul preucnred me. You wil bea Indgeto chaſtice me ,and I make as much account of 
fengieed] = ih al yourthunder-ſtoaks , as of broken ruſhes, To deſpifſe God as a Law-maker , as 
& pollutum dwxeris: a Creatour , as a Father ,as a Redcenger ;asa Iudge , asGod , asal , and then ſay God 
Heb, 10, * did you wrong in making a hel! : 
5. Bchold rherc his iultice purged , now ſceit's cftect inthe quality and condition 
of payncs of the damned. What is Hel 2 It is called filence,to ſherv we cannot ſpeake 
Quality andcon- of it but by lilence. Al is fayd of hel is leſſe then he). 'T he holy hiſtory of Agyptien 
ditionof the paines A ,chorites written by Palladins recounteth an accident very prodigious happened to 
fx + v1 the great Macharins, which is, that one day this admirable man, commonly called the 
b: 28 Patladius God of Monks ( for his ſpeech was an oracle , and his life aperperual miracle ) this 
exccllent man, ſay 1 , trauclling through the hydeous and ſauage deſerts of Aeyp, 
alwaics fixed and bent both with cyc and hart vpon the contemplation of a tuture 
life , met withthe head of a dead manby the way , anderc he was aware (cta paimers 
ſtafte which he hadin his hand vpright vpon it , and behold at theſameinſtant ( as ir 
bappened in other occaſions,) he heard ro come from the head of this dead man a ſad 
and frighrful voyce, able ro haue aſtoniſhed the moſt couragious, Butthe holy Sainr 
being wholy made for theſe apparitions of {pirits , and armed to the proofe againſt 
al illuſions of Sathan, ſtood ſtil and asked , whoſe art thou? It anſwered I am the head 
; of one damned. He replicd , what threw thee beadlong into this wretched mifery ? Two 
things, ſayd the dead ; miſbeliefe,and vice. Then being demanded corcerning rhe tor- 
ments heendured , he replycd : The foule makes hel , the ſoule ſufters hel , andthe ſoule can- 
not wel comprehend what bel 11, What hawe you on the earth , more odious then borrible dark- 
neſſe ? andnet to ſpeake of our coales nor of any of the veſt of our greateſi"calamities , behold our 
greateſt eaſe. I he vahappy ſpirit curring off this words, held his peace , and the holy 
man litting the head vp trom the ground tooke it in his hand , then deeply hghing 
with ſobbes of liuely and penetrating griefe,he ſayd : O what caſe! o whateaſe, whar 
eternal darkneſſe! Blind world, proſticuted world , deſperate world , oh wouldeſt 
thou know , wouldcſt 6”, Apmta ! bur thine vnhappincs hath pur a ſcarfe before 
thine evecs, 

I would heer-conclude this diſcourſe and ſubſtitute in my place this bleſſed old 
man , the cyc and honour of thele deſerts , holding this dead man's head between his 
hands : I wouldintrcat him to aske of it againe, what haue auayled the damned their 
honours , reputation , riches , ryots , picaſures, delights ; thoſe wretched lyme- 

I twigs, Whichentanglecd the wangs of the foule and plunged it into an abyſle of infe- 
licities? I would intreatit to tel vs what a monſter mortal ſinne is , (ince to puniſh it 
ſuch dreadful dungeons mult be built, ſuch raCts and rortures. It would tel this with 
a voice of thunder accompanyed with flouds of teares , and you would be appalled, 
tremble, and weep at it with al the Iuſt , who never thinke of hel but wuh terrous 
and tearcs. 

Debiions of hat, 0 brutiſlrand ſenſual men, who liue in a continual contempt of Gods anger? Aske 
the great Tertalian what hel is? And he wil anſwer, helis a treaſury of fire, enkindled 


by 


WW | 
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Ey tie breath of God for puniſhment of the damned: hel is an vgly and dcep firke, Arcans ignis ſubrer- 
& a ſewer wherin al the ordures of Ages are throwne. Aske of Hngo of S. Vitor (4) !4nturad panam the- 
what hel is , and he wil reply., a bottome without bottome which ſhutteth the gate/©97%%. 
againſt al\hopes , and opens it to al deſpaires. Aske of $. Tohn(b) what hel is,and he as _ "a. 
wil tel you aloud and plainly , hel isthe great lake of Gods anger : It is a great poole/,,,, vg. " 

of fire & brimſtone perpetually inflamed. with ſtrong and vigorous breathes of the Tertull, de anima, | 
Omniporent, And what doe the damned there? (c) They burne andj/ſmcak. On what ©) Profundii fine fun- | 
liuothey? Onthe gal of, dragons. Whar ayre breath they ? That of burning coales. 4% *% _— | 
What ftarres and lights haue they 2"Fhe fire of their rorments, What nights? Of pal- — mo 4 
pable darkneſſe. What beds ? The couches of aſpicks and baſiliks, Whar language Huyo viriy. 1.de 
tpeake they 2 Blaſphemics, What order haue they amongſt them? Confulion 2 What anima, 
hope ? Deſpaire. Whar |patience ? Rage. O hel, o hel! Auant , o gnawing worme, b)Lacus ire Dej ma- 


anant o ltuing death , avant death which neuer dyes , auant life which daily nor yy » ſazmumignis, 
POC, 14. & 20. 


dying dyes, | wr 4 
$ OT - 8 )Life oft] e d5 d. 

+ Tpeake not heer of the paine of ſenſe, excercized by this pittileſſe clement, which Horreo ee: = 

worketh vpon ſoules as I haue ſhewed you in the keginning of this difcourle. 1 Jet dacem, & mortem 


paſſe this world of puniſhments hgured by yultures , gibbers, tortures , ſnakes , bur- V'nacem: horreo in- 


ning pincers, and al the inſtruments of terrours , I onely ſpeake of the payne which ED cn 


rormenteth the damned by priuation from the fight of God. Imagine within your ,,,;.,,;.. [ 
felſe a ſublime conccit of the great Prelate of France Wiltiam of Paris, who inaTrea- Guletm. Paris. de © if 
rife he made of the vniuerſe pertinently ſheweth , thar as Paradiſe is the houſe of al vniv. p 1.c. 55. | | 
felicity , ſo hel muſt be the receptacle of al miſery and calamity. Now the bleſſed, be- = wy 6 f _ [ 
ſides beauty of the gloty of their bodies , the contentment to cnioy ſo excellent and {11 ru ary — | 
erumphant company , haue a happineſle torally infinit in the fight of God, which is pure miſerie nibil | 
the period of their eſſential felicity: Solikewiſc inthe ſame mealure the damned hal haber quod non addas | 
haue fome obie&t ſad and mourntul incomparably dolorous, and according to it's na- calanys. | 
ture infinit , which collecteth as into. one ſumme al their calamities. And what is . i 
this object > Some wil imagine it is the aſpect of the great lake of fire , and horrid le- 
gions of divels, That we is horrible , but that is not yetthe top of their ſupreame 
miſery, Whar is it then? 1 docafſure my ſelfe you wil at firſt be aſtoniſhed with what 
1 hal ſay, and wil holdit as a paradox, bur it is yndoubted. "The darknefle of hel is 
apprehended as a moſt intollerrble cuil , and that with iuſt cauſe. Notwithſtanding I | 
aftirme the greateſt rorment of the damned , and height of their notable calamitics, The fonts of & __ 
is light. i ſay light of ſcienceand knowledge. 'To vnderſtand this you muſt obſerue a ,. ph 4 0mm "RO 
age of the Prophet Exechzel in the firſt Chapter , where he deicribeth the maicſty þy their liohrs, it 
of the God of hoſtes , who preparcth to chaſtice the wicked : he repreſenteth him AſpeAvs Chriſialli ' 
ynto Vs like a hydeous chriſtal mirrour , thatis to ſay God plantcrh an 1dea of him- #err4bibs, 
ſelfe in the ſoule of a damned creature , as of a mirrour of chriſtal , and a terrible h ghr 
in which , and through which it beholdeth moſt clearely and euidently the good ir 
harh loſt by forſaking God , and the cuil incurred by drenching i-{clte into the ſad | 
habjration of the reprobate, It ſeeth how in looſing God, it hath loft a good delicions, 
 fruiefu!, infinit,cuerlaſting , incomprehenſible , a good for which it was created and | 
formed by the hands of God. A good which is meerly and abſolutely Joſt ty it's infi- | 
delity , ingratitude , wickednes , peruerſe obſtinacy in ſinne. A good whichit mighe | 
haue repayred in a moment of the time it heretofore had , and behold it now irreco- | 
terably for ever loſt, Moreouer it ſecs & feelcth by a diſaſtrous experience the cuil 1988 
wherevnto it is fixed by pertinacity. And that which is alſo more terrible, is, that as | 
God's repleniſhed with a ful and moſt plentiful felicity , becauſe he hath al his con- | 
renrments aſſembled togeather , ſo the damned ſoule by a moſt lively and piercing ap- ji 
rchenſion of the cternity of it's paynes , beholdeth the cuils it muſt endure beyond a I! 
hundred millions of yeares , and hath them al as _ inthought. From thele two | | 
tights andewo knowledges inthe damned ſoule ſpring as it were two inakes, faſtned TH 
borh to the one ang other fide of it's hart , which inceſlantly and voconſumably tucke | 
al the inyce and marrow of it's ſubſtance. The holy man Boerizs_( the eye of the: Quid d.mum ftalidis | 
Romen Senate and ornament of the Church)lers vs vnderitand what the puniſhment me afitns imprecer? « | 
of the damned is, when he ſayth there neederh neither wheeles, tortures, nor gilters © © p | 
tO | 
| 
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to puniſh the wicked, He who might oncly ſhew them the beauty of yertue in the 
forme of a lightning-Rflaſh , and ſay vnto them , behold wretched creatures, behold 
. Whar you haue loſt by your tolly,the ſorrow they would c6ceiue for their loſſe would 
be ſo ſenſible that no Keen reaſour , deuouring flames ,gnawing vultures might put 
them to a more exquiſit torment, LA 
Now I leaue you ro thinke, if the wicked in this life for one ſole idea of verrue 
which paſſeth in a moment ſhould conceiue ſuch a remorſe , what may a damned 
ſoulc that ſces in this hydeous chryſtal, nor for a moment, but through al moments of 
ctcrnity , the infinit good it hath loſt , the infinit vnhappineſſe wherein. for ever ſees 
it-ſelfe inuolucd, Then is'it ; yea perpetually gnawne,torne, and rumbled into a huge 
forrent of inexplicable dolours, which caulc itro breake into furics , and vnprofitab 
frenzies. | Pn - 7 fe | 
O, Palace of God, ſayth it, which I haue loſt! O ygly dennes of dragons whereinto 
I am headlong throwne ! O brightnes of Paradiſe which ſhalt be nothing rome ! O 
hydeous darkneſſe with ſhalt eternally be my inheritance ! O goodly andtriumphane 
company of elect ſoules with whom 1 ſhould eternally haue liued ; had not my wret- 
chedneft: ſealed vp mine eyes ! O infernal countenances of enraged diuels , which 
ſal hereafter be my obiects and perpetual companions ! O torrent of delights which 
powreſt thy ſelfe ypon thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, how hauc I turned thee into a lake filled 
with pitch , ſulphur, and ſcorrching flames , cnkindled with the breath of the Om- 
niporents anger! O couch of King Salomon, how haue I giuen thee away for a bed of 
colcs! O God, 0God, whom I haue loſt and whom 1 cannot looſe } I haue loſt him 
in the quality of a feueraigne Good , yet haue him perpetually preſent as 
the obiect and cauſe of my paynes. O eternity ! Ir is thentrue , that ren millions of 
yeares hence my euils ſhal but begin. Curſed arheiſme and infidelity of the world, 
thou wouldeſt rather feele theſe rorments then belicue them. Wert not thou mad ? 
Cruel ambition thou haſt giuen me the ſtroke of death. Dilaſtrous riches you haue 
forged giues which now fertter me, Loues (petty vipers of inhumane harts) you ceaſed 
not to breath and enkindle ſparkes which made theſe fires for me. Wicked compa- 
nies, charming companies, trayterous companies, you were the chaynes of my ruine. 
O why was not the womb of my mother, that ſerucd for the firſt bed of my c6ception, 
the {cpulcher of my birth ! O why the ſtarres which predominared at my px 
into the world, in licu of their beni gne aſpects threw they not darts of poyſon agat 
me ? Why did not the earth ſwallow me 1n my cradle 2 Muſt I liue one ſole moment, 
toliuc an tnemy of God eternally 2 O God , whar an abyſle is thy tudgement! Ler vs 
draw , letvs draw aſide the curtayne of filence, thy ſpirit can no longer endure me, 
nor my pen mainteyne the conceptions.of my hart, 
6. It ſcemes enough is ſayd to owe the horrour of mortal ſfinne , Which alone is the 
6auſe & procurer of hel. Thinke ſeriouſly on al I haue ſayd, & all hauc omitted, & if 
- you deſire ro eſchew the vnhappines of areaſonable creature which haue expreſſed, 
obſcrue I pray perpetually and inuiolably theſe things, , which I would if 1 _ 
inſcribe on your harts in vnremoueable characters. T he firſt js , that you muſt dil; 
ently ſceke to forcarme your {clues againſt acertaine liberty of hart , which neither 
teareth ſinne , hel, nor cuils of the other lifc ; liberty of hart which ſwayeth now a- 
dayes throughout the world,of which Sathan makes vic to blunt the darts of heauen, 
and al the incitements to the feare of God ,as being the true way of atheiſme, and an 
vudoubted noteof damnation. Bur contrary wiſe trame vnto your ſelte a conſcience 
termed timorous , a conſcience filially and louingly feareful , which layeth hold 
without ſcruple and diſturbance euen of the leaſt ottences and imperfections. Feare is 


Nemo ſepivs oppri= the mother of ſafety,and the meancs not to feare hel at al 1s to feare it alwayes. In the 
mitur , quam qui ni- ſecond place you muſt effectualy apprehend frequent relapſe into mortal finnes, which 
hil timet : frequeniiſ= j5 the ſecond note of reprobation. For when a creature ſodaincly returneth into cnor- 


femur calamiatris , 


mnitium ſecuritas, 


mous ſinnes , and playeth as between Paradiſe and hel, itis a ſigne he harboureth in 
this euil harta plaine contempt of God and an eternal root of ſirne , the ſprout wher- 
of is an cuerlaſting puniſhment. In the third place you muſt {til live in the ſtate wher- 


in you woulddye , and often to cal your ſoule to an account of your ations. _—_y 
ulc! 
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ſoule ! If you wereat this preſent inſtant to diſlodge out of this world , are you'in a 
ſtate to be preſented efore the incuirable throne ot the Soueraigne Iudge ? Haue you 
not ſome touch of mortal ſinne 21s there not ſome reftitutionto make 2 {ome ſatisfac- 

tion not accompliſhed? Refſts there not in your hart ſome blemiſhof euil companyand 

worldy louc , which ſlackneth your purpoſcs ? Let vs breake , let vs breake theſe 

chaynes : there 15 neither pleaſure , money , nor honour can hold. You muſt ſeeke 

{aluation ard ſay : O God of mercy ; o mcſt mild Sauiour I embrace thy Alrars , and 

implore thy clemency ; deliuer my poore ſoule trom the ſnarcs of Sathan and eternal 
death atthe great day, when heauen and earth ſhal fly Lefore thy iuſtice. I am neither 
greater then Dawid , nor more holy then $, Paul, not to thinke of hel. Al my members 

quake , and bloud waxcth could in my veynes whenlI refleEt on it. O Jeſus, o loue of 
eternal mountaynes , deliuer not a ſoule ouerto this infernal beaſt , which wil have 

no lips buttro prayle and confeſſethet , eyes bur to behold thee , feet but torun after 

thy commandcments , nor hands bur eternally to ſerue thee, 
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OF IYDGEMENT AND OF THE 
paynes of hel, 


| L affaires of the world end in one great affaire of the other life, 
which is that of rhe wdgement God wil giue ypon our ſouleat it's 
jy paſſage out of the body. A hartwhich hath no apprehenſion thereof, 
y vnlcije it haue ſome extraordinary reuclation ot it's glory , is faith- 
. leſſeor ſtupid to extremity. | 

: The ſimple ideaes of this day make the moſt confident to quake: 
not ſo much as pictures but have giuen matter of feare , and if ſome Sink of 
knowledge mak that which paſſeth at the tribunal of God come vnto vs, itcuer 
produceth good eftc&ts in ſoules , which had ſcmediſpoſition to-picty. 


Curopalates relateth,that whilelt Theedora poſleſſed the Empire of Conſlantinople with Curopalates 
her ſonne who was yet 1n minority , one named Merhodrus, an excellent Paynter , an Scilizza, 


Italian by Nation , and religious by profeſſion, went to the Court of the Bulgarian 
King named Bogorss , where he was entertcyned with much fauour. This Prince. was 
yeta Pagan , & though tryal had becn made toconuert him to faith, ir ſucceeded nor, 
becauſe his mind employed on pleaſures and worldly aftaires gaue very litle accefle 
to reaſon, He was exceſſively pleaſed with hunting , and , as ſome delight in picture 
to behold what they loue , {o he appointed Metho fea to paynt ar excellent picce of 
hunting in a Palace which he newly had built , and not to forgeteo pencil forth tome 
hydeous monſters and frightful flapes. 
The Painter ſeeing he had afaire occaſion to take his opportunity for the-conuer- , 
fion of this infidel , ivſtcad of paynting an hunting-pcece tor him , made an exquilir 
table of the day of iudgement. There vpon one part was to be {cen heauen in mgur- 
ning,.on the other the earth on fire , the Sea in bloud , the throne of God hanging in 
the ciouds enuironed with infinit ſtore of legions of Angels , with countlefle vum- 
bers of men rayſcd againe , fearetully expecting the decree of their happives or Jareſt 
miſery. Below were the deuil$ in diucrs —_ of hydeous montters algeaty [@ CXC+ 
cute {trange puniſhments vpon {oulcs abandoned to their tury. The abylie of hel was 


open, 


S. Bonifacius ep, 
zl, 
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open and threw forth many flames with vapours able to couer heauen and infeft the 
cath, This draught being in hand the Painter ſtil held the King in expectation ,, 
ſaying, he wrought an excellent picture for him,and which perhaps might be the laſt 
maiſter-picce of his hand. 

In the end the day aſſigned being come he drew afide the curtaine , and ſhewed 
his worke. It is ſayd the King at firit ſtood ſome while penſiue,not being able ro won- 
der enough at this ſight. Then turning towards Merhodins , what is this 2 ſaid he. The 
religious mantooke occalion thereyponto tel him of the iudgements of God , of pu- 
niſhments and rewards inthe other lite , wherewith he was {o moued , that in a ſhort 
time he yealded himſelfe to God by a happy conuerſion. 

* Ifdraughts and colours haue this cftcct , what doe not viſions , and vndoubred re- 
uclations which were communicated to many Saints concerning aftaires of the other 
life? Euery one knowes the wiſedome and authority of S. Boniface the Martyr , who 
nd. Germany , ſent thicher by Gregory the ſecond , and who flouriſhed abour 
nine hundred yeares agoe, This great Apoſtle of the Northren parts left goodly wry- 
tings to poſterity, being moſt learned, and we haueto this day ſome Epiſtles of his 
taken our of good libraries. 4 

Inthetwenteeth and one of his letters written to Aldeburgas he makes mention of 
a man who was rayſed againeto life in his time,the miracle much knowne , and ve- 
rifycd before al the world : for to prque he proceeded very farre into knowledges of 
the other life , he aduertiſed many men of note of moſt ſecret finnes , neuer opened to 
any living man, and exhorted them for Gods ſaketo true pennance, He likewile fore- 
told the death of Ceelredus King of Merci , who raigned with much tyranny and ra- 
pine , whereof he recciucd the reward, 

This great Prelate S. Boniface, then in Germany , ſought to informe himſelfe per- 
ticularly of this wonder , and afterward couched in the forementioned Epiſtle the 
diſcourſe he had with this late rayſed man, How he asKked many queſtions concer- 
ning cuents happened to him inthis ſo dangerous paſlage : he tels the ſtory and re- 


| latesit with teares in his eyes : 


Alas ! how much other are our knowledges at the ſeperation of the ſoule from 
the body , then they are in this prefent life, We heer onely ſee through two litle ho- 
les , which are our two eyes, the barke of obicCts , a verie litle diſtance ; but the m+- 
ſtant of death diſcouers ynto vs much other traths, Repreſentynto your ſelfe, ſaid he, 


- a blind man whoneuer ſaw any thing , if ſome one come and take away the hlme gj- 


uing him fight , he would then behold things ſpoken of in a much other, manner 
then heimagined, The like happened to me, for my ſoule leauing my Lody atout 
mid-night , Linſtantly ſaw the whole world with the extenſion of it's lands and ſcas 
that water it , as if it had been abbreuiatedin a table, although to ſay truth it was nor 
che vniuerſe which was at-bridged butthe H6ghr of the ſpirit dilated by diſengagement 
from the body. | | 
The world was al encompaſſed with fire , which ſeemed to me of an exceſſtue great- 
nes, and ready to ſwallow althe elements, if it's imperuous courle had not been itaycd 
by the meaſures of God's hand. Atthe ſame time 1 perceiued cur Saujour in the qua- 
lity of a Tudge , enuironed with an infinit mimber of Angels , indued with marucy- 
lous brightneſle and excellent beauty : on the other tide divels in dreadful ſhapes, 
which 1 cannot now wel deſcribe , fince my ſoule 15 rerurned to my body. Ar the Gs 
inſtant ſoules newly vnlooſned from þodies came from al parts in fo prodigious num- 
bers, thatI could ncuer belicue there had been ſo many creatures in the world. Then 
was a rigorous examen made of crimes commirted inthe life paſt, And I ſaw very few 
ſoulcs who had holily liued , whileſt chey were as yet in this mortal ſteſh , to fly voto 
heaucn with palmes and crownes, Others were reſcrued to be purged , as gold inthe 
furnace, andto follow the ſteps of thoſe happy warriours who had} gone betorg them. 
As for thoſe who went from this lite out of the ſtate of grace and were in 
mortal ſinne,it was a horrible thing to ſee the tyranny with which the deuils vicd them, 
For I perceiued in places vnder the earth pits which yomited fire and flames , on the 
brinkes whereof I ſaw thoſe ſoules ig ſuch manner as weſhal fee ſome fatal birds 
who 


who bewayled and lamented their diſaſters with dreadful complaints , able to rent 
rockes and marbles aſunder. Then they were throwne into precipices of fre, Eidding 
a long adicu to al pleaſures , without hope cuer to bchold the face of God, nor plea- 
ſing light of the Sun, or to haue fruition of any other refleion butthe flames of their 
rorments, | | 

I whoſaw theſc ſtrange paſſages !eaue you to thinke with what terrour 1 expected 
the laſt ſentence of my Iudge. The cuil (pirits þegan to accuſe me with al violence : 
you would haue ſayd they had reckoned al the iteps of my life , ſo rigorouſly they 
muſtred vp al the ſlighteſt actions. Bur nothing at that time was ſo in{upportable to 
me as mine owne conſcience, For the {innes which I herctofore imagined to be light 
werepreſented vnto me in ſpirit as horrid phantoſmes , which ſeemed to reproach 
me with mine ingratitude towards God , and ro ſay : 1 am the pleaſurg thou haſt obeyed, 
1 am the ambition whoſe ſlaue thouwaſs , I am the auarice which was the ayme of al thy aFtions. 
Behold ſo many ſinnes which axe thy children. 1houbez atſt them : 1 hou ſo much didſt love them, 
4s to preferre them before thy Sauiour. It is an admirable thing that 1 likewiſe ſaw the 
ſpecter of a man whom I had heretofore wounded though yer aliue, He ſeemed tobe 
preſent at this Judgement, and to require of me an account of his blcud. 

Al theſe horrours had already cngulphed me into an inconſolable ſadneſle , expec- 
ting nought at al but the ſtroke ot thunder and ſentence of my ludge , at which 
tyme my good Angel diſpoſed himſclfe to produce ſome good works I had hereto- 
tore done, 

One cannot ſay nor bclecue the comfort a ſoule then feeles in the remembrance of 
vertues it excerciſed inthe body./Happy a thouſand-fold the hands which ſow almes 
on earth to reap them in heauen. It ſeemed to mel ſaw ſo many ſtarres of a fauourable 
influence , when I bcheld this litle good 1 had done with God's grace. 

Laſtly ſentence was pronounced,that for inſtruction of many 1 ſhould againe returne 
into life. I muſt confeſſe vnto you that amongſt ſo many troubles of mind, ſo many 
feares & frights which I ſuffered before the deciſion of my affaires (except deuils and 
hel ) nothing ſo much ſtruck me with horrour asto ſee my body , for whicha buryal 
was prepared, Is it poſlible ( ſayd1 tomy ſelfe) thar to ſerue this carrion I ſo often 
haue forſaken my God ! 1s it poſſible tha to fatten this dunghil I deſpiſed my ſoule! 
That I ſo adored my priſon and fetters as to ballance them with the Croſſe and nayles 
of my Sauiour leſs ' For this cauſe 1 had ſome repugnanceto reenter into this body, 
which ſeemed to me a litle he}, But my ſoule comming back into it, I remayned the 
fpace of ſeauendayes quite ſtupid , and ſo laſtly ſtroue with my ſelfe cil bloud guſhed 
from mine cyes, as not hauing teares ſufficient to bemoane my ſinnes, Behold me rea- 
dic to declare and witneſle to al mortals by an authentike example the words of the 


Wiſeman,who ſayth : MEMORARE NOVISSIMA TYA , ET IN £ATERNYMEccL 7. 


NON PECCABIS : REMEMBER AL WIL PASSE AT THY LAST HOWER, 
AND THOV SHALT NEVER OFFEND. 

' Ie beſeech the Reader whe peruſeth theſe Iynes to put the affaires of bis conſcience in 
order , and if he loue any thing in the world , to lowe 31 for life eternal. | 
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THE HOLY COVRT. 


2 
It is a ſimplicity to forſake : That rhe glory of Para- 
cerraine pleaſures for an oncer- ; dice is molt cerrayne to good 
tame bearicude, 2 men. | 


THE PROPHANE COVRT. 


Opinion cocerning I. . 


1 E liuc heer among the grones of creatures, cucry one wel 
beatitude, 


vnderſtands he is nor it his right ftuation , and al the 
world tyracsfrom one {ide to another like a licke man in 
a bed , and if any one lye Mil ,ir.is rather through the im- 
potency of motion then. che happinclÞ of repoſe. Qur 
ſoule wel;knowes it is the daughtet of a-good houfe, thac 
there is attother' place which, expecteth it , another lite 
which inuiterh it + Ir ſeerh ſome glitnmers of felicity inthe 
maſſe of this body , but hath much ailoe to follew thein , ſo many illuſions deceaue it 
ypon one ſide, and ſo many obſtacles oppole iz an the other: : ::| 


Diſturbances of The gfeat floud and cbbe of petpernal diſturbances flew vs we are :made 
_ * FY for ſome great matter , ſince among (o: many. objeaty there: 13 none which-emther 
wr Li fully or long comentech vs. We vaderſtand our Happines by the continnual change 


Amer magis ſenti- of our miſcries , and our ſtrong appetite by diffatt of al things, Loue.y, which 
zur cxm prodis in= according to Plato is the ſonne of indigence, neuer 1s (0 1] as with it's owne mother, 
dgentia, from whom it learnes nothing but it's pouerty , which adderh a ſharp ſpurre to 
direct it to riches, . - 
Wee. dl aineribus When I read $S, Gregory Nazianzen in the great wotke he compyled of ſun- 
vitz. dry courſes of life , it ſcemes to me 1 behold a man inthe entranceof a labyrinth 
The divers wayes much diſtracted , who wil. and wil not , who defires , waxeth drouthy , is en- 
of humanc life, ac- t1nced and becomes pale , yea in the height of his delights. It ſeemes to me na- 
comm to, Gre- ire leaderh him through al the corners of her Kingdome , and ſayes voto him : 
Thar the choyce of © man , what wouldeſt thou doe to become happy ? Behold I condudi the through 
conditions of life is al the parts of my iuriſdiction of purpole to afford'thee felicity which thou ſeekelt. 
hazardous, Wiltthou then marry? fye no, ſayth he,for there is too much hazard inthe aduenture: 
ſinglelife? it is painful : would you haue children? they cloy with ros much care : bar- 


renefle? it hath no ſupport: riches? they are treacherous to their Maiſter,& many haue 


been 


— — 
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been in danger to'looſe life for hauing roo much .wherewith to hue : charges and 
honours 2 they coſt ouer-much , and are indeed dead trees whereinto oftriches fly 
as wel as eagles: would you haue fauour? it isa ſquib which cracks in the ayre , & lea- 
ues nothing behind it but burnt paper and ſmoak : kurt if the Courts of great-ones 
afford gecd fruit , there is ſtore many tymes of euil birds which deuoure it. Thou 
wouldeſt then live in ſubicion ( ſayth nature ) ſince thou canſt not command? He 
rcplycth , he ould not obey. 1 wil make thee poore , ſayth ſhe , to reach thee 
huniniry : you were as good , quoth he , to put me on the wheele, Thou ſhalr 
have kcauty ; it is the ſnare of luſt : youth ; it is the tubling of time : ſtrength; 
] ſhal be inferiour to Þuls : nobility ; it is too ful of liberty : eloquence ; 1t is ; 
too vayne : skil in pleading 3 it is nought Eut wrangling. Wouldeſt thou weare 
a ſwerd by thy ſide 2 it is to liue either an homicide , or to Eecome a victime of 
dcath : retire into {cme wilderneſſe ? it is to Janguiſh. Wil you haue title ? it is 
to Lecome caprtiue : traffick ? it hath too much hazard and paines : trauel 2 it 
hath too _ toyle » ſayle on the {ca ? there are tco many ſtormes : ſtay on the 
land 2 it is rcpleat with miſeries : learne ſome trade 2 al is ful of craft , and I 
fird none good : manure the earth ? 1 am nor able : liue idlely 2 thar 1s to rot 
aliue, | ad | 
One Kknoweth not on what fide to turne him in the world ; poore ſtates are Obreruneny bumilite- 
ouerwhelmed vnder their miſerics , great totter borne downe with the waight of re depreſsa}, nutans 
their owne greatnes. We find by experience that we heer lead a painful , bitter , cafe To 
and corruptible life , which is fruittul in miſcries , knowing in al whereof. it \iſcries of this 
ſhould be ignorant , and many times imporent but to doe il. A life over which preſent life. 
clements predominate , which heares burne , cold congeales , humours ſwel, 
maladics torment , the very ayre and viands wherewith 1t liues ceaſe not to cor- 
rupt. A life which loues tyrannize , hopes flatter , cares deuoure , anxieties op- 
preſſe , ioyes make profuſely diſſolute. A life which ignorance blindfolds , fleſh 
tcemptcth , the world deceiues , finne poyſoneth , the. deuil beguiles , incon- 
ſtancy turmoyleth , time takes away , and death diſpoyleth. 
Now what ſpirit is {o brutiſh and ynnatural , which conſidering ypon one Neceſſary conſe- 
fide how God accommodateth al creatures euen the leaſt flyes to the ful latiru- WEnce- 
de of that felicity their nature admitteth , and onthe other fide ſeeing this great yo 
abyſic of miſeries wherein we role in this life , doth not iudge that God, jg, mexirte vero 
who in his nature is moſt wiſe and benigne , hath. not ſo given the King of principaliſimam. 
creatures ouer as prey to iniuries and calamities , as not to haue reſerued a life Ariſtor. politic. I. 1, 
of ſpirits for him , ſince he is ſpirit , to, pleaſe him by an intelleCtual feli- © ** 
cies. | 
2. The Sages of Gentiliſme haue looked this verity in the face by the ſole Opinionofthewile, 
ray of natural light. For if we conſult with Alpharebins the Arabian he wil tel 549mm + own 
vs that the Soueraigne felicity of man conſiſteth in a perfe& diſpoſe of the fun- _ —_ a 
Etions of his ſoule , as wel thoſe which concerne the vnderſtanding- as ſuch as Ty 
depend on the wil. If we aske of the Philoſopher Heraclitus what wyped his 


. eyes ſo many times drenched in his teares 2 He wil tel you that it was the con- 


tcmplation of a good not imaginable , which expected ſoules in the other life. 
If we defire to vnderſtand the apprehenſions ot Metredorus , we ſhal learne the 
ſoule muſt aſcend ynril it behold ryme in it's ſource. , and the infinity of the firſt 
Being. If we couet to heare Plato ypon it , doeth not he diſcourſe in his Phedpys Aſccnde donec ſucu- 
that the ſoule recollected within it-ſelſe , mounteth to the divinity whoſe image wm, & rerum vi- 
It caryeth , and that in the fruition thereof it ſatisfyerh al defires 2 1s ir not like- 4*4* mfiniatem. 
wiſc the doctrine of Triſmegiſius in: his Pymander 2 Doeth not he teach vs M . 

og 3 ercur, Triſmeg. 
foule after death of the body returnes to it's nature- , as a troubled water Pymander.c. 1. 


which purifyeth when it is fſetled. And doeth not Plorinws triumph on Plotinus Ennead. 1. ' 


this ſubic& in publiſhing that bleſſed ſoules at their paſſage our of bodyes I. 6. & Ennead, , 
goe to the firſt beauty , which hath power to make al it's ſpeRatours tt 

taire -and amiable > There it is ( ſayth he ) we ſhal liue for cuer in the - 

Palace 


* 
. 
ogy owns ite ene > nappa ee got enhn po neon mr Sena -_— - 


FUE Plato m Phzdone, _ 
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palace of verity , which is the mother-nurce , nouriſhment , and eſſence of our ſoule. 
There it is that al is al , and where each: part becommerh a whole. There it is where 
happineſle is indefatigable , and plenitude neucr giues loathing to him who po(- 
ſefſeth it. And who knoweth not the raptures of Sepeca , when in the himdred 
and the ſecond Epiſtle he fpeakes of the toule ,-which goeth our of the Eody ag 
from a wretched veſſel ro enter into theſe vaſt Temples of Intelligences and 
lights, deriving it's nouriſhment and increaſe trom the ſame place , whence it tooke 
it's beginning? May wenot ſay , this truth ſoloudly profeſſed by men who liued in a 
belicfe different from ours , is a publike voice of humane nature , touched by the ray 
of it's felicity? 
Infifity of our Ap- - Diuines teach vs our appetite is finit in it's eſſence , infinir in it's | da 1m 
petites. It is a miracle to ſee a har: fo litle , big with ſo many deſires , and perpetually 
Nwubes ad alte lews- to oge like a wheele enflamed with it's ardburs , or rather a fire which makes a 
tr , denſars vero 4 of it's OWnE way , and is nouriſhed with proper hanger. Ir is a cloud ( fayth 
impellizur vt currat, ; ; - | ; 
calore diftoluitur v: 5+ Gregory) {wolne with vapours, rofſed with windes , fcartered by heate, It daily 
enencſear, &>s. Makes abortion of a thouſand productions , and when it thinkes to have al , embra- 
Greg.inlob.1. 8. ceth nothing. ' 
5 ” The Wiſeman ſpeaking of death , (Fyth. it is that which shal breake the pitcher 
: * apc I enioma 4 the fountayne , and the wheele vpon the c:ſterne. Some explicare this literally of 
of the Wiſeman. the veynes and brayne. Bur I had rather ar this prefent (ay this pitcher is the hart 
of man , which ceafeth nor to goe to the water , bur to the water of the Samaritan 
Omnis qui biberit ex Whereof our Sauiour ſpake , when he ſayd : He who 5hal drinke of this water , shal 
equa hac fitierirerſi. ener be thirfly. It is a water which never quencheth thirſt , and which ſometimes 
on 4 ſerues for an incentiue to inſatiable deſires. And the pitcher ſo many times fruit- 
lefly filled with this water, the hart ſo often drenched in theſe fraile and momentary 
pleaſures , ſha) ſplit againſt the rocke of death, remayning ſti] ar the fountayne of 
concupiſcence, | 
Nay 1 wil tel you the hart is a whcele ouer the ceſterne of life , which cea- 
ſeth not ro draw vp buckers filled with wind ; one while running after one 
obie& , another time after another , not finding contentment , and ar the laſt 
day the wheele ſhal be broken ouer the ciſterne , when man , it not wary, 
ſhal be ſurprized in the labyrinth of his defhgnes and confufion of his 
oPes. 
3- Now conſider the wiſedome of God who haning gmen vs an infinit appe- 
tite , would not limit it but by himſelfe : he would be our good , and being vna- 
ble to be the end of himſelfe, (becauſe he hath no end) he wil be ours , to make 
vs in ſome ſort infinit. He wil not we put our felicitics in commands and ho- 
nours , becauſe they often reſemble the Ido} Moloch , which was outwardly of 
gold , inwardly morter ; and becauſe honour is rather in him who honoureth, 
then in the honoured, He wil not we ground our {clues vpon riches ; for cither 
they be gemmes which are the ſcumme of elements ; or mettals which are the 
harbours of ruſt and enkindlers of auarice ; or garments the food of moathes zor 
houſes , which arc mountaynes compoſed of the Lones of the earth ; or fruits 
beaſts ,and ſo many other productions of nature, which cannot make vs happy, 
ſecing they , belides their frailty , are of a feruile nature, being made for the {cr- 
God wil replenish Vice of men and not for their glory, He wil not we place our happincs on plea- 
vs with himſelfe, ſures , becauſe al bleſſings of {enſe goe not beyond ſenſe , and for thar their con- 
dition is either to ſtarue; men by their barrenneſle , or ftrangle them with their 
Greatnes of Goa ſuperfluitics. The beſt part of our (clues kcing the ſpirit , he wil repleniſh vs with 
Ifa. 28. 5. himſelfe , who is the chiefe of fpirizs, I is he ( ſayd the Propher Eſay ) who is 
Corenaglorie , & the crowne of true glory , and the poſye of al comforts : the crowne , bc- 
ſermm exulzanons. conſe his felicity is wholy circular , and fully repleniſhed as' the circle with- 
| out any defe&t ; rhe poely 4 inſomuch as in his fole effeace he compre- 
hendeth al the good of creatures , which are as petty flowers of this goodly 
garden, 


Senec, Cp. 102. 
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Prouidepce of God 
inthe limits of our 
appetites, 
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It is neceſſaric (ſaith Tertwllian) that al greatneſſe and beauties be extracted intO rn num neceſſe ef 
one alone , which is the firſt greatneſle and prime beauty. He loucs as charity , hl ſummitas magninuds- 
knowes as verity , he ſits as equity , be ruleth as maieſty , he gouerneth as chiefe , ——— 
he defends as ſafety , he operatcth as vertue, he rcucaleth as light , he afieth as _—_— x aduer. 
picty , he docth a in al things , ard ſuch as he is he giueth himſelte vnto vs. I demand p.,,,,q 1, and « 
of you whether he deſcructh not to be eternally diſpleaſed , who canner content conſider. c, 5. - 
himſelfe with God? 

Nay that which here maketh his communication the more perfe& and admira- 
ble ,1s that Diuines obſeruc there be rwo felicities in heauen : The one of obicct, 
the cther formal. "That of obic& is the good ty which we Lecome happy , and S. Thom.'s, 4. q.z. 
tormal is the poſſeſſion of the ſame good. Felicity of obiect is that which 1oo- ; 
keth towards God without any rcfleciion vpen vs ; formal felicity is that 
which reſpe&teth our proper good, We might fee Ged as a diſtant mirrour, 
which were not ours , and which had not the power to make vs louely, We might Similer ci erimns quo- 
Joue him with a loue of good wil , ty the {cle conſideration of his perfections. nam Vicebimns cnn 
We might reioyce at his good without relation to our owne benefit-: But the AS 
goodneſle, of God would not onely make vs happy with the felicity of our obiect, 
but by formal keatitude: He wil not we kchold him with a lazy and Larren eye , bur 
with a viſion which rendreth vs like to himſclfe. 

He wil not we loue him onely with a loue of good wil , but with a loue of ar- 
dept defire , as our good and repoſe, He wil not we reioyce onely Eecaulc he is God, 
tut for that heis our God, our {cope , and contertment. 

4. The point of this "iowa conliſteth in a perfect vnion of our foule with bn. eſſential point 
God , who is the fountayne of ſpirits , the obiect of al regular loues , and the barge gy EEEY 
circle of felicity, So long as we arc in the world (layth the Apoſtle ) we are as = 
pilgrimes in a forraigne Nation , ſeperated from the {weetneſle of our deareſt coun- tx/nwgpey, 
try , and loucly vition of the ſoucraigne cauſe, We are ( ſayth Syneſins ) as litle Syncfius hymn. 
veynes of water wandred from their fountaynes , which deſire nothing but to 7244 4's odey | 
be reunited to their ſource : ſhould you afford them veſſels of amber or chryſtal COn 
to contayne them, they are neuer ſo wel as in their origen. We hauec a ſtrong in- 
clination that diſpoſeth vs to know , loue , and admire this ſoueraigne Being, 
which makes the world bring forth his great ideacs with more caſe then the ſun 
could produce a ray, | | 

Now hcer we muſt obſcrue there are many ſorts of ynion : The pne of de- Diuerfty of vnions 
pendence, which cauſcth the creature to depend on the Creatour , as light on his 
itarre , and heat on the fire which produced it : 'The other of preſence and moſt 
inward penetration , by which God penetratcth al creatures Ly his admirable in- 
ſuſions , by reaſon of his immenſity and ſubtility : The third of grace by which 
we are ſanctityed, and in a fort made participant of diuine vature : The tourth of 
olory , properly that which accomplitheth what grace had begun , and ſerteth a 
{calc ypon the plevitude of al out felicities. This being ſo diuided , it is cuident , that 
the vnion whereof we heer ſpeake is the glorifyed and ineffable vnion,which diſpo- 
ſeth the reaſonable creature to the higheſ point of the commerce it may haue with 
the diumity. >” 

It is very hard to explicate how that is in our ſoule , becauſe of the weak- 
r.fſe of our ſpirits which are now ſo tycd to fleſh. Some Diuines returcd þ 
Chancellour Gerſon , and among cthers Dottour Almaricus and Henricws _ 
this in a very high ſtrayne , when they imagined that God comming to fal 
as a lightning-flaſh vpon the ſoule of a bleſſed one , filled it with his preſence, 
force , and loue , and ſo poſſeſſed it that he wholy conuerted it into himlclte, 
in ſuch manner that from creatcd Being , it paſſed to increated Being , re- Anime perdit eſe 
turning to ideacs of God and into the flate it had before the worlds crea- ſuwm , & accigss 
tion. | | eſſe dinimm, 


This opinion hath been reiected and condemned as a chymera : for God wil not 


| Feaurify vs by ruining and deſtroying vs , but he wil our felicity be {ſo wholy of him, 
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that it be notwithſtanding wholy tovs , and there is noapparence our ſoule which is 
immortal & incorruptible ſhould be annihilated by the approach of God, from whom 
it muſt deriveit's being and conſeruation. X 

Vnion of glory 5. Wemuſt then conceiue this much otherwiſe, and belieue the ynion of glory thar 
what it is, makes our beatitude conliſteth inthe viſion , loue , and ioy of God, which is the frui- 
tion termed by S. Thomas the incffable kiſſes. Imagine you ſee a needle which in 
preſence of a diamond runnes not to the adamant, as being ryed and fertercd by the 
force of this obſtacle , bur if you take away the diamond which captiucd it , it goes 
ſtoutly and impetuouſly to it's adamant , which ſerteth it in the place of it's ou by 
ordinarie charmes. I find ſomething like in the ſtare wherein weare : Our poore ſpirit 
» naturally tenderh ro God , as to the firſt cauſe}, and can take no contentment bur in 
vnion with him ; yet is it heer arreſted by the poyze of body., by the bayt of concupi(- 
cence , andric of ſenſe : but ſo ſoone as theſe obſtacles are taken away , and thar ir 
fceleth the vigorous infuſions of this light of glory , which giueth it wings to rayſc 
it-ſelfeto the {oucraigne good aboue al the wayes of narure, it ſoareth as a feathered 
arrow vntothe burr of it's deſires ; it fincks and phungeth it-ſelfe into the boſome of 
The three as of G99 > andthere abideth contented with three acts, which eſſentially compoſe it's bea- 
yan titude. The firſt is viſion , the root of this ſo ſoueraigne happines , which cauſetrh vs 
to ſee with the eyes of a moſt purifyed vnderſtanding through the rayes of the light 
of glory , the great God, face to face,with al the immenſity of his eſſence , the length 
of his eternity , the height of his maicſty , the extent of al his cxcellencics, and with 
the fecundity of his eternal emanations , the productions of total nature,and ſecrets 
_ 4 1 # of higheſt myſteries, We ſhal ſee him ( ſayth S. Ton.) as he is , and therevpon S. 
leg Anguſtineaddeth , we ſhal neceſſarily deriuea reſemblance of God , becauſc know- 

Omnis ſecundum ſpi- edge heer principally rendreth him who knoweth like to thething knowne, 
ritum noticia ſomilis Of this viſion neceſſarily is formed a great fire of loue diuinized , when God like 
eft rej quem nowit: to a burnjng mirrour oppoſed to gloritycd ſoule , repleniſheth it with his ardours, 
eucr by vsto be adored, And from this loue procecderh that exceſſive ioy , which is 
called he ioy of God. Viſion cauſcth in vs an expreſſion of God ; louean inclination 
delicarcly violent to the preſence of rhis ſoucraigne good ; oy a profound repoſe, 
which ſcemes to ſpread oucr our harts a great riucr of peace , benedictions, and feii- 
citics. 'Then this beatifycd ſoute not being able to be whar God isby nature , in ſome 
ſort becommeth ſuch by fauour. Sothat S. Gregory durſtboldly Tay,our ſoule makes 
i-ſclfe a licle God, which etcrnally triumphesin the boſome of the great God. lr is 
properly then whenman by an amorousconſumprion whc ly diſſolucs into his Begin- 
ning ,and not loofing what he is becommeth one ſame ſpirit with him , not by na- 
ture byt by apprehenfion and affection. He not onely wil what Ged willeth , but he 
cannot wil any thing but what God wil. He takes part in al his intereſt, al his great- 
nes, and al his toyes, bring ſo diuincly incorporated mto the fatmly and boſome of 
this Father of eſſences, He rcioyceth at the beatitudg of al rhe elect as of hisowne he 
is rapt with admiration , ſometimes at the beauty of the place, ſometimes ar the deli- 
cious correſpondence of rhat great company , ſometimes at the vnchangeable conti- 
nuanceof his moſt blefſed Eternity , ſonictimes at the gatments of glory his body 
muſt - uy , and he cuery-where bcholdeth ſources of comtort to ſpring , which can 

neuer dry, 

6. From this fauour, befides ſo many other wonders, I ſee three excellent effects 
ſucceed, The firſt is impeccability : The ſecond verity of our Knowledges , which 
{hal admit no-erronr : The third tranquillity of onr loue , which fſhai not know 
* PEI what wound or intetruption1s. And firſt confider what a good it is tobe impeccable, 
ſe 7 WP Fc. dince we notenely ſhal be without ſine , Eur our of al danger of finning. Al that 
cable. which heer afMiftcth the moſt purifyed ſoulcs, is not tobe expoſcd ro ſo many miſe- 
rics and perſecutions , for they know good men are hcer on carth like flower 
de-Juces begotten by their owne tearcs , and that in the ſame manner they are 


O95 &y 80 X 2CtVELs 
Naz. Hymn, 


Three great effets 
of beatitude. 


Plin. 21. 5. 


ts Las produced to beatitude by their proper afflictions ; Eut it is to {ce themſclues in 
ann, _ "- a ſtate of power to looſe the grace of God , and to beabletobe ſeperated from the 
| | firlt of lives, by an ation of 


cath. That is it which made leb,bcing on the dunghil 
like 
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like tothe dunghil it-ſelfe,as on the throne of pagggnce,to deplore his conditionand 
ſay : Why haſt thou made me,ſeeing I am cuntrary to thy diuine Maieſly * That 1s it which Quare me poſuiſt 
renders me inſupportable to my ſelfe. contrarii nbs, & 

New there {hal be in Leatttude an 1mpotency of ſinne , becauſe in ful fight of ſo- ſum mibumaigf gra- 
ucraigne good it wil ke impoſlible to propend to the leaſt euil,or leaſt diſorder, with- ##? | 
out which there can be no firme, ro 

Morcouer,as our knowledges arc here wretched and ſtaruen, there is vc: 2 man ſo Excel) h 
knowing in-the world who tor one drop of knowledge hath not a tun ot ignorance, Eee ſeed, = "—_ 
and who inthe little he knoweth hath not cuer many crrours, which ſticke to ſcience 
asthe-worme tothe tree, or the moath to the cloath. Now there aboue,the ray of in- 
created light which ſhal appearein ful luſtre wildiſlipate al the weakneſle of vnder- 
flanding , al incon{iderations, al faults,and ſha} fil vs with a moſt reſplendent verity. a *Y 
So that our ſoule ſhal be like to that gyptian pyramid which perpendicularly reflec- y;, 1 OY Wee, 
red on by the Sun,caſt no ſhadow. | 

. Laftly we fce our Joue is il guided inthis way-farirg life, it ſlicks ypon ſo many reaury of beatifike 
friuolous obie&s, which are fooliſh fires that often lead it into precipices,It is taken loue compared ts 
by the eyes with bleiſings' which haue nothing more certaine in them then their *he,weaknes of 
loſe , bicſſings which we euer ſhal leaue by death , if they forſake.not vs by misfor- vordly loue. 
rune, Being ſurprized it tumbleth therein , and perpetually bendeth to al which tee- 

dethit's doJoursand drives away content. Al it leaſt can doe, is that thing 1t moſt de- 

{res; al it ſecks is many times the good it eſcheweth : It looſerh labour torun after 

a flirting phanroſme,, and if it ſtay , it is not but throvgh deſpaire not to oucrtake al 

which Kils it. Bur if it cometo poſſcſſe what it loucs,it 15 inſtantly turmoyled with it's 

happineſſe, and nor having noe to labour any more in deſires , it growes mouldy in 

proper fruition, It is willing to be reſiſted, ro enkindle it's flame,and reſiſtance thruſts 

It intorage, as poſſeſſion into diftaſt. That is it which maketh me ſay, the earth being 

made for vs, we are not made for the carth,and that we ſhould'ſceke the place where 

loue ſuffers neither offence nor interruption. ſay offence;for ithath an obic& which 

contents al the world,and offendeth none. 1 ſay interruption, for if we ceaſeto loue in 

Paradice,it muſt proceed from God, or from our {clues : If it be by the commandemer 

of God we ceaſe to loue, weſhal ceafe in louing, and in cealing we ſhal inceſfantly 

loue, ſince we ſhal ceaſe through loue. This cellion cannot come from vs, for we 

ſhal loue withour obſtacle and of neceſſity that ſoucraigne good, which ſor it's infi- 

nities wil not be beloued bur in infinitum. 

O what pleaſure, to haue but one pleaſure, and what ioy to derine al joyes from 

their ſource ! Why ſay we not with S. Augyſtine : O fountaine of lite , o yeine of li- 

uing waters, when ſhal I come to thy delights,andeternal ſweetneſle !] heer on carth 

ſigh afterrhy beauries ( o holy Hiersſalew ) in a land ſcorched with feruours of f{cn- 

ſuality. O when wil it be that 1 ſhal come before the face of my God !'Thinke you 1 

ſhal ſee that fortunate day, that day of comforr, and triumphes, that day which God 

hath made,and which > it's eaſterne riſe from his eyes? O bright day which hath 

No euening , nor knowes what the ſetting Sun is ! When doe you thinke 1 ſhal heare 

that word, Enter into the ioyes of thy maiſter; enter into a 1oy acceſſible to ſorrow, 

wherein is al good, with an erernal baniſhment of al cuil ? There it is where youth 

waxeth norotd,where life hath no limits, where beauty decayes not, where loue kno- 

weth not what it is to be cold, nor health toimpaire. 

Odeare citty!Wirh weeping eyes we behold thee afar-off,we thy poore exiles,but 

yet thy children , redeemed with his bloud who makes thee happy by, his aſpects. 

Stretch our thy armes vnto vs, o mild Sauiour , caſt aneye on vs trom the hauen in 

theſe ſtormes of life, and giue vs leaue ro walke in fo yndoubted pathes,that we may 

come to the place where thou liueſt and raigneſt for euer. | 
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H & ioycs of Paradiſe are without example , and as they 
are hcere abouc our cxpericnce ſo they paſſe beyond our 
imagination. Yet wel may we concciue rayſed bodies ſhal 
hauc ſome manner of contetment , inthe perfc&t vie of their 
ſenſes and beauty of obic&ts , which ſhal ſatiatethem with 
everlaſting delights, | 

When atter a long winter which couered vs in dark- 
neſſe and kuryed vs in ſnow, we behold a new world ariſe 
ynder the benigne fauour of the ſpring , and conſequently 
the golden dayes of ſommer,we feele our hart dilate, ſcaſo- 
nably taking in ſome antipaſt of the repole of the bleſſed, What ſweetneſſe is it to 
enioy delights in a body ſound,and a ſpirit wel purifyed ? What contentiment to be- 
hold thoſe goodly Palaces where is ſeen an admirable conſort of art and nature, (o 
many Hals ſo wel furniſhed within, ſuch rich hangings , ſuch moſt cxquiſir pictures, 
ſuch marbles, ſuch gildings; and without, mountayns which make a natural theater, 
tapiſtrcd withour art to ſurpaſſe al workmanſhip, forreſts which ſeeme borne with 
the world, hedges,and knors curioutly cut,alleys and mazes,where both eyes and teer 
are loſt, riucrs which creep along with (1]uer purlings about gardens enameled with 
molt fragant flowers, caucrnes repleniſhed with a lacrcd horrour , grots and foun- 
taynes which gently glyding contend with the warble of birds, and fo many other 
ſpectacles which at firſt ſight aftonith ſpirits and ncuer fariate. Al this is bur a little 
atomc, I doc not ſay of the eſſential pleafure of the bleſſed which is incftable, but of 
the ſole content of the {cnſes of a glorious body , which may in ſome ſort be expreſ- 
ſed. | 

S. lobn to accommodate himfelfc to the weakneſſe of our ynderſtanding hath 
made a deſcription of it in the Apocalyps , where he depaynteth this goodly Citty of 
thebleſſed with finguler curioliry. Itis a pretty thing to contider how Lucian , an ex- 
ccilcnt wit though a bad man, intruding into our myſterics hath ſer out in his ideacs 
to the unitation of itthe life of the fortunate Iland, A he ſaycs al he canto repre- 
ſent vnto vs vaſpeakable delights : but it is ſo farre trom what we would but cannor 
ſay, as hcaucn from carth, 

W hen you approach ( {ayth he) to this place you diſcouer the wals , extended in length, 
al built with emeralds, the Iuftre wheref 1s extreamly reſplendent and pleaſing, The gates are of 
« pretions and odoriferous wood”, which caſteth forth at the entrance moſt delicious ſauonrs. 
When you paſſe in you behold a pawement al of inory, and houſes al of gold, ſet out with coſily 
wo;kmanships, The Temples there are made of huge Berilles , pretions ſtones of the colour. of 
the. ſex, and Altars of Amethyſt. The whole Citry is enuironed with 4 goodly riucr which 


flreameth al in balme , three hundred cubits broad, and as deep a: us neceſſary to bath in. 


1 here are on eyther ſide ſtones, which arc great bonuſes of glaſſe , wherin are exquiſit bahes: 
1hey newcr burne any other wood in them but cinnamon , and in ſlead of waticr 4 certaime 
dew ts preſerucd, ſoneraigne for bodily health. | 

It 15 4 pleaſant thing to ſee the Inhabitants of this fortune Citty, , for you would ſay 
their bodies are no bodves, but naked ſoules , ſeen by the help of ſome thin veyle. Yet they 
ſtand 
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Sand vpright and ſit walke , ſee ,harken , talke and anſwer , but hane nothing grofſe or ter- 
reftrial in them as we. Their garments are of purple colour, and of 4 ſilke as tranſparent as 
ſj1ders webs, No man complayneth there either of pouerty , maladies , paſſtons of the mind, or 
miſeries of the world : no man waxeth old, and al ſuch as hane the fauour to enter into it, re- 
mayne there incerruprible. 1hey nener hane either winter or night, but a temperate ſeaſon, «nd 
daywhich ſeemes to goe on with « perperual merning. There 1s no asking whether there be or- 
chards.g ardes flowers ,or fruits:for nener were the like pleaſures ſeen. Their vines beare twelue 
times 4 yeare-dndl fome f1 nit-rrees ro thirteens,1 heir corne 1s very faire and hath on the top of 
the eare little loawes of bread, readie made, very tafiful, 43, 

1 tald in the Citty three hundred threeſcore and fine fountaynes with chryſlalline water, 
a3 many with honey , five hundred with ſweet water, ſcanen riners of milke, and eight of moſt 
exquefit wine . They mthe many feafts ont of the Citty in a beantifml meadow properly called 
Liyltum , whoffy replemsbed with the choiceſt beauties of nature , and al round abowt-it 1s 
' Crowned with 4 great wood which plentifully affordeth shadow. They fir vppen couches al 
compoſe of flowyes which newer wither , and when they are at table the winds take care to 
bying them al rhe moſt pretions wands , except wine whereof they hane no need ; for there are 
trees of chryſlal which beare finits made as glaſſes and ſuch cuppes as we vſe, and ſo iften as 
they gather them they find then filled with a pleaſant liquoar. 

Meane while nizhtingales ,linners, gold-finches and buntings fly ouer thery heads, and ha- 
_ #177 wantonly throwne flowers on the rable which they had gathered m the next meadowes, 
make them admirable muſick. The clowds alſo ſwolne with vapeurs dravone from thoſe fra- 
grant fountaynes afford 4 little dew for them to bath in and recreate themſelues. Laſty that 
which 15 very commendable among them, ts, they haue two fountaynes one of 10y , the other of 
laughter, which being once taſied they become impenetrable to al ſorrow. 

. Beholdala ys wit way doc to delcribe a lite truly contented, We know 
there is nothing of al this in Paradice, but weare not likewilc ignorant there is more 
then al this , and that whoſocuer might hauc the fauour onely one hower to be with 
the ſun and ſtarres , ſhould there find ſo braue ſights that. al theſe dalliances of wit fo 
gaily (cr out by this man would ſeeme to him no better then the ſlight verdure of cor- 
cage land-sKkips, hanged out of windowes in compariſon of the tuilleries. 

The blcſſcd ſhal hane the pleaſure of eyes in the aſpect of the humanity of our Sa- 
uiour,of the molt holy Virgin,of ſo many bodies more luſtrous then the ſun,of ſo ma- 
nic bcautics with ſha} neuer ceaſe to ke beauties, The recreation of carcs inthe mot- 
tets & canticles of triumph which ſhal be ſong tothe __ of the euer-to-bc-adorcd 
Trinity. he cotentmet of (mel inthe good odour which {hal procced from glorifycd 
flcth. I he excerciſe of taft, not in wine or viands , butinafuttile humour wherewich 
the pallate ſhal bc perpetually: moyſtned by reaſon of the noble remiperature of Lody. 
T he ſatisfaction of rouety mcomuerfation- with cclefftal. bodies. Al this may in ſome 
ſort be conceiued by ar (4 we haue heer preſented. Bur the ioy of God and the c(- 
{cntial beatitude, whjerdof I ſpake inthe diſconrſe, erty vndenonr ſenſe. Yet we 


may imagine the' ſenſgof toy man hath'who ynexpe pore Out ofa tedious and 
painful impriſonment,or ges defperite ſuit , or who en- 


tho prenayles in a anne 
toiesa loue infinitly affecteg,a Pres! himſcife ry bait Mariage roa wife a thou- 
ſandrimcs delired , or whowrayſed to fore grem offjee and emincnt dignity which 
may aduance him to ſome high eſteemezand being kim flore of wealth ; or who (ud- 
dainly and after many yeares meeteth a deare freind whom he thought long {ince 
dead : The ſoule ſometimes is ſo ſeized with toy that the body is no longer able to 
beare it, and remaynes ouerwhelmed as it were ynder roſes, 


We know what happened to the good old man Diegoras , ſo famous in hiſtories, Gell.1. z, 


whichtel vs, that in anaſſembly of Olympike _ (the Theater of al Greece)he ha- 
uing ſcenthree of his ſonnes publikely crowned by the Magiſtrate,tooke at firlt great 
comfort therin , which multiplyedin his hart as light by the breake of day, Bur fo 
ſoone as theſe three yong men came neer to embrace him , and had al ioyrtly put 
their crownes on his hea ,the good mar; ſheading teares for ioy ſayd: 

Children,1 am not to fly to heauen , yet have concluded al my ioyes on earth, ſeeing you to 


dry al three togeather crowned in the boſome of glory , and the ful accomplishment of my 
- | wishes. 


P!vrarch, de clar. 
miulct1lb, 
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wihes, It is time to dy? , fnce life can adde nothing to my happines. 
And f(aying thele or the like words he yas 1o entranced with the conſideration of 


good tortunc that he dycdin the place. 
An honourable Lady of the Iland of Naxes named Polycrite was touched with the 


likepallion which rooke away her lite , not bercauing her of glory, For the hiſtory 


ſxyrh her Cirty bcing beſieged by the Eyrhreens , and menaced with al the calamitics - 


might be expected trom a tiege ,the was intrearcd by the prime men thereof to vnder- 
takean Embaſlag& for the pacifying of troubſſes , which the willingly did , and bein 
one of the moſt beautiful women of her time and a verie good Otatreſle, ſhe had (o 
much power vpon the Prince Diogneres the General inthis icige ,that ſhe diſpoſed his 
hart to what ſhe pleaſed. It ſuch ſort that gociog forth'in the fearc apd confufion of 
al the people,ſhe returned with peace and aſſurance of quiet , which madethem al to 
come out to receiue her at the Citty gates with lowd acclamations , ſome throwin 
flowers,other crownes,& al redring thaks to her as their ſoucraigne Preſerureſle, She 
apprehended ſo much-ioy therewith, thar in the very inſtant ſhe expired in her ho- 
nours at the citty gate, and in ſtead of being caryed to the throne was brought to her 
tomb with the infinit ſorrow of al her country. 1 leaue you to thinkeif humane com- 
forts haue ſuch force,what wilthe great ioy of God be for theſe vnheard-of ſpeftacles, 
theſe contifiual triumphes and inexhauſtible ſources, Muſt we not ſay we ſhould 
there euery momet leaue our ſoules in the height of pleaſure,were not the happines of 
it contoyned to immortality? | 
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THE PROPHANE COVRT. Z THE HOLY COVRT. 
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That we muſt nor deny our & That we muſt vſc our bo- 
bodies the benefit of time , ſince : dies as the Temples of God, 
they muſt pertsh. & lince they mult riſe 2gaine. 


e E may truly ſay there is not any myſterie in al our faith which God The reſurreQion © 
hath pleaſed to reach and proue vnto vs more effectually then the proued more then 
4 Reſurrection, For it being ſufficiently auerred that our ſajuation avy other myſtery, 
conſiſteth in the knowledge of three principal Articles , which are ,, . 
that of the Trmity, of the Incarnation with it's extenſion-made to the 
Sacrament of the Altar, and of the Reſurrection; although they be al 

| of like necefſiry , yer it ſeemes God diſpoſing himſelfe more to our - 
ends then his owne , hath more aboundantly explaned himſelfe in this laſt myſtery, 
which moſt concerneth our peculiar profit. Ir is very true thar for the dotrine of the 
Trivity,the Incarnation,and the Sacrament of the Alrar, he was contented to giue ys 
ſome figures of them in the old Teſtamert , not fully ſhewing theefſects : bur tor the ©, 
ReſurreGion he was pleaſed to eſtabliſh it, cuen betore his comming into-rhe world, = WY 
really and actually , by rayſing many dead by the merits of Elixs and Elrqgwa , as we m__ 
learne in the hiſtory of Kings. It is wel enough knowne that hauing, afforded co rhe © + + ** 1 
Amients verie obſcure knowledyes of the Trinity and Incarnation,tor the Reſurrec< ' 
tion alone he made the law of nature , the Moſarcal, the order of the wotld;; the forme 
of Common-wealths; and the Euangelical law to ſpeake ſointelligibly, tharbe could 
ſpeake nothing more perſpicuoully. (151 1229 7 

_Iathe law of pature I vaderſtand the chicfe Secretary of che world, 16, who cryeth Scio quod Redem- 

out gn the dunghil.; I know my Redeemer liveth and that at the Luft day of rherworld 1 muſt P'or mem. vinis 
riſe egaant from the earth , and sbal ſee God in-1nine owne flesb ; that 1 sbal fet my ſelfe in — = i; 
perſon, and that my eyes chal behold him , and no otter : this hope'1 keep as: 4 plidgt in wy (um, cc, ob, 19. 
boſeme. A man who1iucd about three chouland yeares ago, before al bookes,al Doc- | 
cours,and al ſchooles to ſpeake in ſo cleare termeszlo prefiing,lo peremptory;is it nor 
ap rodigie ? : Bb . Eece ergo aperiam 

In the Moſaicallaw,beiides formal paſſages in the prophet Ezechiel:1 wt open your cumulos veſtros th 
tombts and wil take you from your ſepulchers; betides the generous conteſſivirof the Mg- edncam vos de ſe- 
chabees we haue in the Pentatench a pallage alleadged for proofe of the reſutreftion by $%Þris veſtris 
the Sonne of God himſclfe,whick torthis purpote a_ to be held '8$ an argument _—_— mY 
neceſſary and inumncible; lt is fo many times tayd , The God of: Abyabwty, tfwe , and Math, x2. 


Jacob: 


194 XX. MAXIME 


D. Tho. hic art. j,coþ : Now heis not the God of the dead but of the liuing,and therefore needs muſt 
1. ad 2. fupplem. theſe Patriarchs be liuing , nor onely inthe immortality of their ſoules , for rhe ſout: 
\ bes makes not a man entire, bur in furturc reſurrection. 
Tertul. 1. de Re- In the order of the world, we hauc the new birth of ſtarres, dayes,ſcaſ; ons planets, 
ſur c 12 & 13. Of birds who make a perperuaj image of the Reſurrection in rhe world, on-which the 
Greg.Mag. 14 holy Fathers cnlarge with much cloquence, In the forme of Commopn-wealthes and 
mor. c. ſO. pollicy of the vniuerſe, we obſcrue the great care al Nations the moſt Earbarous haue 
Cyril. "wage ih had of the burial of bodycs., pot to haue beembur through an inſtinct and eſtimation 
_ on. 5-0” of the reſurrection; Which the chicfe men in Gentiliſme haue publikely and notably 
Nil. Ora, 2. de profeſſed. Andalthough they had very weake I of other myſteries of our 
Paſct. faith,and ſpake of it with much obſcuruy,in the poike of reſurrettion they vnfolded 
Theodo. ferm. 5. them(clues moſt diſtinctly and expreſlely; | - 
de Proud. Mercarius Triſmegiſtus in the firſt chapter of Pymander aſſureth vs of the reſurrec- 
tion of bodies , as athing infallible, The great Arhenagoras Theweth it was the doc- 
trine of Pythagoras and Plato, the twohirit lights of Philoſophy. And —_ we haue 
alſo the wryrings of Plato which witneſle the wicked ſhal be iudged and condem- 
acd to hel in body and foule , a paſlage aleadged by S, Iſtine in the tenth of his 
Common-wealth , and which is more , this {ingular man to win vs to this belicfe 
hath coucheda very norable axtome in his Phedes , Where he ſayth ; that al which 
xavrotar xr 15 living in the world comes from ſome thing dead. Democritus , who w as ( as 
Te6v4wT0S. Hippocrates affirmeth) one of the wilcit men in the. world, wiſhed the bodyes of 
Placo in Phzdon, rhe dead ſhould be honourably vſed in reſpect of reſurreftion, which Ply could 
Plin.1.7.C.55- not difſemble. Phocyllides faid the farhe in verſes written as with the raycs of the 
Sun, Nay if we would conſult with the tombes of the dead, we flal find there. hath 
nor been any but ſome wicked and irregular ſpirits , who haue renounced the ble(- 
ſings of the other life , as by publike profeiTion cauling it to be engrauen on their 
tombes, So did Serdanapelus the molt infamous of men , whoſe cpitaph Arifferle 
hauing read ſayd it was more fit for a hog then a King, | 
So did that-wretched woman of Brefſe , whoſe monument is yet to be ſeen in 
EY PII antiquities , cauſing to te ſet ouer her alhes : That after the death of her bushand she bad 
achil crelids. been neither widow nor wife : and that her honſe ſerued onely far a' ſnare to lowes : O- 
Nihil unquam pec- therwiſe that during life she nener belieued any thing but life; So did one Inlia, who cau- 
cauit, mſe quod mor- (eq alto to be inſcribed ouer her bones :That she had lined ſeauen and twenty yeares with- 
rw4 eff. ont committing any ſine, but by reſigning her ſelfe to death. 
—— But on the contrary ,you obſcrue ſome ot the Gentiles who profeſſed the happi- 
| nes of the ſoule in the other life , and the reſurrection eucn on their tombes, We ar 
_ this day read in Rome the Epitaph of Lacixs and Flanius , two freinds, who wine(- 
p - _  amtaned”* » They would haue but one graue on earth,ſince their ſoules make but ont in Heauen, And 
Vs in die cenſerio fine that of Anlus Egnatine who maketh mention , That al bs life time he learned nothing but 
impediments facilins to line and dye, from whence he now deriueth: the 1oyes of bearitude. And that of Felicianas, 
reſwrgam, Briflon. yyho hauing led a ſolitary life, ſayth he did ſo to riſe againe with the more facility , being 
freed from trouble at the day of Indgement. Where the Interpreters vnder this wore, 
trouble, ynderſtand his wite. What voyce of nature +is this? What touch of God? 
Whart impreſſion of verity? | | {9% 
In the Euangelical law beſides the paſſages of S. Mathew 2; of S. ſobn 5-06f'S. 
Paul 1. to the Corinthians x5. the Sauiour of the world remayued forry dayes vpon 
© earth after his reſurreion that he might be ſecn, reutcued, rouched, handled; and 
, manifeſted to. more then fue hundred people aſſembled rogeather , as wryrech: S. 
Pal in the forcalleadged place, of purpolc moſt deeply to engratt the myfterie of re- 
ſyrrection.in the harts of the Girhfal. | | | 
2. And as for that which concerneth reaſon this beliefe was acknowledged to be 
ſo pleaulible and conforme ro humane vnderſtanding that neuer. hath there been 
. any who doubted it ,, were it not ſome heretikes , furious. infamous and de- 
--uilliſh , as the Gnoſtikes , Carpocratians , Priſcillianiſts , Bardeſanites Albigenſes 
' and (ſuch like enimuics of God and nature , or Epicares. and Libertines who findin 
themſclues guilty of many crimes haue rather defired not to be perſwaded of _ 
c 
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end of ſoules and bodyes, ta bury. their puniſhments with their life, For which cauſe 
they framed groſſeand ſenſual reaſons touching this truth ,' vaworthily blaſphemung 
that which their carnal ſpirit could not com io omunkd 6 


hend. £2677; ? 1 L mts 
What impoſhibility d there be in mdetiion to an omniporent hand *.We Reafon of 
muſt neceſſarily ſay it comes eyther from marter-or forme , the final or efhcienpcaule. liry.r + 


It cannot come from matter ſince our bodyes beitg conſumed by.death eche:treft mar- 
rer ſti] remayneth,, and after a thing is. ance created neuer is it meetly reduced: into 
nothing. Shal ic be ſayd that God who made thee of nothingicapnor make:theeagaine 
of the remainders of matter , and-xhiat he hath Jefſe powex ouer-duſt chenroutr n0- 
thing? ; th Dt VY 3316 , EN DOO 111 
The Philoſopher Heraclirs ſaith , birth is a river which neuer dryes vpy becauſe 
nature is inthe world as a workman in his ſhop ,*who with loft clay makesand'vn- 
makes what he liſt, Thinke we the God of nature cannor haue the like power oucr 
our fleſhthat nature hath ouer the worlds? DET ; 
Proceeds the impediment from forme ? It cannot , ſince'the ſoule which'is the 
forme of body remayneth incorruptible , and hath a very firong inclination to it's 


reunion. Procceds it from the end? No, fince ReſurreCtion. 1s fo the end of mai ; that x .;n. 1. .. de 
without it he cannotobtayne beatirude tor which he is created , perfect felicity being mirac.e. 52. 


not onely the good of the ſoule,but of rhe whole man. 


Wil then impediment ariſe from the efficient cauſe'? And'is itnot an indighity to Wonders of h4- 
deny to the ſoucraigne power of God the reſtauration of a body he made; being we *urc- 


daily ſce ſo many wonders in nature whereof we.can yeald no reaſon ? 

Why doeth a liquour extracted trom hearbs by a cerraine diftil}ation nener cor- 
rupt? Why is watet {eauen times purged noriſubiect to, corruption? Why doeth am- 
ber draw a ſtraw along which other mettals repel? Why doethe lees of winepowred 
co the root of vines inake them fruitful 2? Hoy with ſo baſe mgredients ate fo- good! 
and admirable glaſſes made ? Why doe men by the help of aturnaze and limbeck 
daily make of dead and patrifyed things ſo wondrous eflences? What profſtitytion of 
ynderſtanding to thinke that the great Architect hauing made our bodyes to paſſe 
through this great furnaze of the world , and through al the {earces his divine pro- 
uidence ordayneth , cannot render them more beautiful and reſplendent; ther ever? 
What ſhould hinder him? Length of time? There is no preſcription for him-2 Multi- 
rude of men? That no more troubles him then millions of waues doe the Ocean, ſince 


al Nations before him are but one drop of dew, | 


—— 


THE CONDITION OF GLORIOPS 
B 0 DIES a 


> Dicks ONs1DER Ipraythe ſtate of glorifyed bodyts, and obſctue thatthere 
7 AANDS, commonly are foure things irkeſome to a mortal body;ſforrow, weight; 
q is ON: weakneſle , and deformity. Theſe foure ſcourges of our mortality 
DS A #2 ſhal ceaſe in the ReſurreQtion, being baniſhed by guifts quite contrary ro 
FE>2EN * their defects. We may truly :ſay, among the muſeries of there is 
not almoſt any comparable to paines and maladies, whichate in number ſo diuers, in 
their continuance ſo tedious, in their impreſſions ſo ſharp;,'thar it is not withour rea- 
ſon an Antient ſayd health was the chicfc of Diuinitics, andanincomparable bleſſing. 
For what is a ſoulc inforced perpetually to inhabit a fickely body, but a Queen in a 
rottering and ruinous houſe, but a bird of Paradiſe in an cuil cage , and an Intelli- 
gence tyed to attend on a ſicke man ? As the body very ſound ſerues the ſoule for a 
houſe of pleaſure , ſo that which is continually crazy is a perperual priſon. 
Now obſcrue that againſt the enceunters of al ſorts. of paines and maladies, 
God communicateth to glorifyed bodyes the chicfe guift ; which A 
wherwir 


Apoc. 21. 


nem lachrymam ab 
01925 corum, Cc. 


IGh.49- 


Nan eſuriens,neg; 
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wherwith they ſbalbeexempr noronely from dear, bat fromtwenger,chirft-, trificre;- 
eAbfterget Deus om- gies and'al the dileates of this frayle; nnd mom 


—— 


A 


XX. itM A®LEME- 


entary lite; God what aFanvir is 


the baniſhment from ſo many flanes;;grauels, gones; nebeatick'coMikes: , {cjatikes, 


from ſo-many paines of teeth, head, hurt, (6 
malladics which aMitbahumane body. : -: 


frriene neqz percuties _ Tihis:good,if maxytely: woghcd, wil be thought 


cos aftus, 


Scot, in 4+ diſtin&. 


49.4. 13. 
Durand. d. 15. 
44+9. 4- num, 13, 


7. part. q, 97. 
art, 1.& 5,q. $2, 
art, I, 


painful,pndy admirzing the ſweet impreſſions of light;colours,metodics,odours and 
ponakiey ;tor 1 am not ignorant Drutnes dil- 
atfibilityofaglorifyed body , and that ſome 
placeitin a yertue and external protection which God wil guerhem ro ſtay the ct- 
fect of hurtful cauſes: In ſuch wiſe that,according tothe opinion of thoſe Dofours, 
glorious had 
lon,aot that thei 
tion offlattes-on their bodyes. Bur 1 had rather ſay with S. Thomas it is doneby a 


mabyplagacs,and lundry © y mprorngs of 


very great by Kich as hauc fome 


experience of rhe incoramoditics of this life, Ade alſo theremwv a'lingular Theolo- 


gical reaſbn, that this guift ſhal not beawvs by a ſimple privation;aginthe non-efecnce 


whichthe Epcaniznremagined, but-by a flouriſtimgtuality commirijcated by God to 


our bodyes , and which ſhal haue the force to exclude al whatſoeuer is contrary and 


otherthings pleaſing eo ſenſe. Note 1 tay 
Pure conceerung the'true caule of the imp 


ſhal btimpaſlible as were che three Children in rhe furnace of Baby- 
r bodyes were impenetrable to fre, bur becauſe God hindred the ac 


quality internal and adherent rothe bodyes of the bleſſed. Becauſe this manner, beſides 


-- thatitis ſweer,calic,and'{urable ro the magnificence of God, is more noble , more na- 


' tyral.and neprec approaching to the condicion of celeſtial bodyes. 
Againſt the ſecond incommodity of mortal body, which is terreſtrial weight , we 


- Damaſcen. 1. 4. 


ſhal have ſubtility; a guift much to be delired , and whichalſo oppoſcth the beaſtly- 
elle and ſtupidity thar irfentibly cauſe auerſion in- reaſonable and intelleftual na- 
ture, We cannot beigaorant that many Diuines place this ſubrility of omprocrt%ity 


de fide, c. virim. & in 2 verut they thal hayeta penetrate tho moſt maſly obie&ts , not bruiting or break - 
Ambrof. 1.10.in ing them;like a ſpirit, and that it were an-erroureither to ſay it were impoſſible to the 
Luc. cap. vitimo. Jyinepawyer; or Was-not-done by our Saujour when he came out of his mothers 


womb; er when he enred juato the chamber. Notwithſtanding I thinke this pene- 
trarian of bodyes ſhould'be iudged as extraordinary toa bleſſed body, without ha- 


Durand. in 4.4. yjgg anyipeceſſary dependence of it's condition; Bur I had rather believe with S, 


44. 4. F. 
D. Thom, in 4 1. 


4.9. 2. art. 2. & 5, Whercot queſtion is here made,conliſterh in a 
a perfect diſpoſition of organs , and a tenderneffe of {pirits , and betides 1n an entire 
ſubietion and admirable plyantnes of the body tothe ſoule, and of appetites to rea- 
{on;a matter which I eſteeme mote then the penetration of Semramss walles, 
Thethird blemiſh of our bodyes, which is weaknes & infirmity,ſhal be excluded 


q. 83. a. 2. 


Auguſt, 1. 22.de 
Ciur.c. vitim. 


a 
O 


1homes ;DoGtour Durandus , and the Reman Carechiline , thar this guitt of ſubrility 


reat vigour of ſenſe, procecding trom 


by a great farce and agility , which wil bring to paſſe that the bleſſed may goe from 
one place to another , not by a ſimple avility and equality of the motion of iteps and 
going forward, but an impetuouſneſſe, as would be that of an eagle who ſhould fal 
vponſhher prey,or of an arrow thor by a ſtrong hand, according to S, Anguſtines opi- 
' Y br velet ſpiricus, ibi non, DoGtour Scorus thinkes this agility wil proceed from the torce of the foule with 


protinu ers Eo cor- {ybſtraQtionof weight, , which ſhal ac rhattime be raken away from the body in'this 


pe. 
Iſai. 40. 
Qui ſperant in Ds- 


mino mutabunt fori- 


tdinem, 


Of beauty. 


Sw «y9v5, Kat 


a vos quis. 


ſtate of immortality. Others thinke this'weight ſhal onely be ſuf] 


pended, andinter- 


dicted in ir's. effect, not for cuer , but forithe fpace the bleſſed ſha} deſire , who beſides 
this admirable lightneſle ſhal haue greatand {prightly forces, 


Laftly the fourth accident of this mart} and cortuptible ſtate is deformity , which 


themiclues 'of life ro be deliucred from:ithe ſhame 
borne in a body notably deformed, '- -. -- | 

Beauty jalthougb it be often decryed Gnce,it began to ſerue for a bayt and robe an 
inſtrument-49 &nne , yetit muſt be contelſed when it contracterh:good alliance with 
the ſpirig & vertuegnamely that of chaſtity, ir hath qualiries ſo loucly andexceliepcics 
{o ngble.thas without armesor guards itexerciferh power cuen oner the hars of Mo- 


narchs. Gov fayd grace of. .body was a Voice of flewir and « flower of voice; voice 


hath ſometimes been {o troubleſome ra many foules'lirtle' couragions & grearly faith- 
lefle, rhaxthers þaue been Juch found: in Pagan anxiquity who volunrarily depriucd 


and griefe they concetued to bc 


ot 


' 


Ip 
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of flower , becauſe it draweth amity to it, as the flower ota garden , ret crying 
out nor tormenting it-ſelfe; a flower of voice,kccauſe ir isore ofthe molt Bowryelc- 
quences among the atgraCtiues of nature. Earthly ſoucrargnties vicen employ the 
whole extent of their power to make themlclues keloued , yet neuer attayne ir, Lut 
this as the rayes of the ſunne , not breaking cither gate or window gets clitrance for 
it-ſelfe in humane harr,and not alleadging any other reafon, nor aftcrdivg patience 
of reſolution, rranſporth a ſoule , which 1iues more in that+it loueth then in that it 
animatcth, And yet what is temporal Lcauty Eur a tranſitory charme , an 1]Jufion of 
ſenſes, a voluntarie impoſture , a ſlaue of pleaſure , a lower which hath but a mc- 
ment of life , a dyal on which we neuer lcoke Eut whileſt the ſunne {lines cn it? : 
What is humane beauty but a dunghil couered with ſnow ; a glaſſe painted with 
falſe colours, a prey purſued by many dogs, a dangerous Hoſteſle in a trayle houſe, 
a (ugred fruit ina feaſt which ſome dare not touch for reſpect , and others gourman- 
dize through ſenſuality > Goe, truſt ſo fading a good : Goe,tetake you ro fo vnhappy 
a ſnare : Goe tye your contentments to ſo ſlippery a knot, What els wil happen vnro 
you but to court a fantaſy, which looſening your hold wil leaue you nothing but 
the ſorrow of your illuſjons? | | 

If beauties muſt be loued, Jet vs loue them in the ſtate wherinthey ſhal neuer ceaſe 
to be beautics : let vs loue them inthe glory of their Reſurrection where they ſhal be 
placed as Queenes in their thrones. 

The beauty of glorifyed bodyes (ſayth Dwrandus the Diuine ) conliſteth in three Duda 
things, Firſt in a pure and reſplendent colour conioyned to amoſ2t pertect and diſtinct 446% g. _ 
proportion of al members, without the leaſt blemiſh or detect able to giue the leaſt 
auerſion. Secondly 1n a fingular ſmoothneſle,as would be that of a mirrour receiuing 
the ſun-beames dire&tly, Thirdly in an interiour light , which as other Doctours 
with general conſent doe adde, wil diffuſe it-{clfe ouer the body with an incompa- 
rable luſtre , if it happen not that the bleſſed ro manifeſt themſelues ro feeble and 
mortal eyes ſtay the courſe of the rayes of glory , -as did our Sautour in the confe- 
rence he fad with the two pilgrimes of Emass. AE” | 

O Beautics which neuer tarniſh 2 O lights which know not what it is to be ec- Daniel 18. 
clypſed!O houle of God!O Temple of peace ! When wil the great day come,which Qi det fwerine, 
ſhal deueſt vs from al we haue mortal , to put vs into the boſome of immortality 2 /%gebnn ramquan 
Bur we muſt confeſſe that among al.the conſiderations-may be had vpon this ſubie& —_ In 
we haue not any more pleaſant or cffeual then the triumphant Reſurreftion of our 14h. | 3. 
Sauiour, which is the root and hope of ours. If we defire to ſweeten the acerbities of Fa/gebwnt iufti - 

glife, and to repleniſh our harts with the antipaſt of our immortality , let vs' make a cu: /ol in regno Pk- 
payers Paſch in our ſoules, and refle& on our Jeſus, our Phenix , who gecth ont ## ©07%" 
of his ſcpulcher on the day of his triumphes, = 
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CHRIST #« the foundation of ours, and we muſt behold 
hs ſweetues and gloryes as the ſources of our 
eternity. 


LESE ATvVRE, whichis an expreſſion of diuine vnderſtanding , is newer 
iv D) ſopreat and admirable as in contraricries , and it feemes the takes 
| F | «  : delight to deriue the goodlieft harmonies ofthe world from cer- 
V d.\ G tainediſagrecing accords. We admire contrarie motions inthe hea- 
PAL uns, which compoſe an eternal peace: In the ayre , a bird which 
' JSSEZWSZR, takes life from death , and the beaury of het plumage from a romb 
: of aſhes : On earth, bees bred in the throat of a dead Lion,that find life in a fauour 
Al. 1.8.de animal. able to kil them : In the fea,a fiſh named che holy fiſh, which as hiſtories ſay, taking 
it's original in the Kingdome of tempeſts , fayles motto crear acalme by ir's preſence: 
And among fountaynes we cannot ſufficiently wonder art the water of Dodene , inta 
whicha torch falling is put out, amt comming forth is lighted. 

Tefws, Authour of narure , bearcrh al theſe miracles in bis owne Perſon, to make a 
miracle in our harrs , andto draw them out of the duſt and darkneſfe from which 
TORY (0 he freed our bodies, He is the greatheauen, which by motions of his life holtly con- 
rerfondf1 ſu, Frary,vnanimouſly divers , and harmonioully diſagreeing , hath made the accords of 
IG. 46.1 F< Church militant and triumphant. He is the bird of che Eaft whereof Efey ſpex- 
keth, which glorifyerh his tomb, and quicknerh his dearhto flay ours. He is the bee 
of the celeſtial Father, which,from al crerniry having is hiveinche hare of his Father, 
ſoarcth into the region of death,to fit vpon dying flowers which tooke away his life, 
and put him-into the throat af a lioonefle, of a dear which dewouring a) is denou- 
red u-{clfe, as ſaich the Apoſtke; and from this galte which yealded nothing, tfuerh 


{| | 
Nature delighteth ; 
in contrarieties. 


Diſcordant ac- 
ords of the world. 


$. Iſodo. de fonte 
Epiri, & Solinus, 


r, Cor: If. a lifetobe the feed of al lives. kt is the diuiuc titks of tbe Sybwlles, facred by fo man 
titles, ro conſeerare al intclligens nature , which afacr the rage of fo curbulenr apat- 
fion makes agreas calme m the worlt, which he cllabliſherd by his fal , qureknertr 
by his death, waſketh by his bloud, and glorifycth by his rogments, He is che corcty 

I which enzred dead meothe riuerof Coryras , wherotholy Job ipeakerh , and came ont 8 


lighted and al eouirogned with flames of a ——— 
Teſus entreth into L<tvsthen ſay thar God, who by his prowadence 2 
his glory by his goucrneth the ſtate of intelleGualereatures, in al perfeCtheight and accompliſhmenc 
merit, of beatitude , hath ſo tyed glory to merit , and merit to glory , that he would not 
glorify the Angels without giuing them ſome moment of a wayfaring life,and ſome 
excerciſe of meritorious actions to obrayne the crowne and conſummation of feli- 
city. And conſequently to the ſame purpoſe, it is very true the moſt holy humanity 
"927 CIR of the warlds Sauiour from the firſt inſtant of his beginning was inſeperably vnited 
ual glory in the © the Dininity, but nor to the lights and actual ſplendours which were inceſlantly to 
body of our Sa- ſpring from this ineffable ynion of the Word tothe fleſh. The Father ordayned ,and 
uiour, the Sonnefor our loue receiued and freely accepted a ſuſpenſion of the light of glo- 
ry , for the ſpace of three and thirty yeares. And although he had the toundation 
and root in himſelfe, the excerciſe of it was ſtayd, and propoſed to him inthe end 
-» his race as the recompence of his painful life andv nſpeakable dolours of his 
cath. 

He naturally deſired the glory of his body , as our ſoule ſticking in fleſh and bloud 
vehemently couets a ful liberty of it's intelleCtual functions ; and behold heer in this 
myſteric his deſire is accompliſhed,and this humanity darkned by the ſpace of a long 
night of life , hidden and buryecd in the obſcurity of an ignominious | 64 , cometh 
from it as the Sun out of a clowd,and makes a transfuſion of himlclfe into the _—_ 

© 
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al ouer with flouriſhing beauties , a ſommmer with harueſts, an Aurnmne with it's 
fruits ,and a winter which, is as the depoticary of nature, aycstohuc againe with the 
firſt rayesof renouation : To ee the Sea (o ſpacious inir's extents, ſo ferrite in it's pro- 
 ductions,fo concluded in it's liniits ;ro ſee the floud avd ebbe of the Occan the tomb 
of curioſity, the imperuous {treame of riuers , the crernal veynes of tountaynes , the 
height of mountayns, the depth of valleys , the winding of hillocks, the wideues of 
fields : To ſee {o prodigious a quantity of trecs, hearbs, Bowers, lo curious in beauty, 
ſo wholſome in their viility , and fo diuers in their multiplicity : To fee fo many 
ſpeckled birds flying in the ayre, which they fil withtheir natural mutick , ſo many 
| fiſhes goſwimme in thechryſtal of waters, (o {trange avaricty of bealts, armed ſome 
"Y |=» with hornes, ſome with tecth , ſome with ſpurres , other with fawes , many with 
pawes : And laſtly man who contracteth in himſe}fe al the draughts and workes of 
the diuine hand, and epitomizeth the whole world in. his perfeGiions, and bearcth che 
moſt animated character of the living God. Is it nct true that God cafting his eye on 
this had a certaine delight therein, as the Maiſter of a family when he {ces a houſe 
which he had long time deſigned tobe rayfcd in openight entirely perfect,through- 
ly furniſhed, and in al Kinds accommodated with whattoeuer conccrnes neceſfiry & 
beauty ? : 
The ioyes of the Heer raiſc your thaughts aboue al that is mortal} and momentary : Imagine with 
hart of Teſus inthe your ſelfe the jnctfable joy of the hart of Ieſus, and the profound repoſe of bis (pips 
_ = of the \yhen at the firſt inſtant of his reſureeQion. he repreſented ynto himſelfe not creatu- 
9s feet res,clements,plants, and a corruptible world , but a world of wifedome , vnderſtan- 
The goodly world ding, louc, beauty, force,and feliciry, A-Church which was to take birth from his 
he beheld in his - bloud, life from his death, and ſpirit from the moſt ſubtile ſpirits of bis harr, He then 
Idzas at the day {aw this Church as a great Temple divided into two parts , whereof one made the 
of his reſurreRion, Quire, another the body, In the Quire be beheld an infinir number of Angels , who 
chanted a ſong of triumph in honour of his victories; He law in his idea the numker 
of theglect, who ſhould accompany the magnificent legions of Imelligenccs. He faw 
about him thoſe ſacred ficlt-fruns of jmmartals whem he vetie lately had taken our 
of Limbo, and bim(clfc he beheld in the front of fo, many cleane avd puriftyed foules, 
.retoycingto buſy the earth inthe memgsy ot his triumphes,aud ramake heaven hap- 
py by his (weet aſpects. | 
de tenet He beheld himlclte as in a picture in that manner wherein S. {ba preſenteih him 
qui ſedebt ſuper 11 his Apocalyps, al laden with crowpes,clad in a white garmentimbrodered with 
exm woceberur fide- pretious drops of his bloud, which gaue him a luſtre a thoufand trmcs more honow- 
lis, & verex. In c4- rable then that of diamonds and rubyes; and after him an infinit number of celeſtial 
aa77pge | us an Courticrs who waited on the triumph of his returreCtion. He heard acclamatians, 
nan veſle «ſberſs which gaue him the title of True and Faithful , voices of trompets, of water,and 
ſanguine , ep, thunder , which ccaſcd not to reſound Allelnia. © what a ſource of ioy did the 
Apoc-1p, oucrflow the breaſt of God, that trea{ury of chaſt delights. | 
From the Quire he caſt his ey4s op the bodly of his great Temple, and ſaw in 
magnificent ideas al the ſtare of the Church milixane, which is compared to the body 
of 1t,to wit tq a ſhip, becauſc ic is Gil, jothe waws of this rempeſtuous ſea, He be- 
| held it with an eye of loue and compaſſion, ſecing by his example it increaſed by it's 
w.- | . loſles,roſe init's ruines,and was glorifyed by.-perſecutions : and confidered this lieele 
handful of Chriſtians , which multiplying Age after Age peopled Aſia, Ewope, and 
 Africa,and (pred through the world knowne and vnknowne,taking for habiration 
the ſame limits the Sun hath jo his courſe : he percemed Nations » che" in the 
darkneſle of ignerance, which hauing no more of man. then ſhape , were transfor- 
med at the firft light of the Ghoſpel into a life wholy celeſtial : prophane Temples 
throwne doyne on theix Gods, Idols broken in a thouſand peices, dennes of theeucs 
firl of horroyr, bloud, and darkneſle,purifyed by his dectrine , and the very inſtru- 
ments of his dolours hangured and; advanced onthe tap of Capitols, He' beheld 
Churches erected on al fides tq his honour , Monarks:and Quecns who layd: their 
Crownes and diadems ax his feet, preyſes,ſacrifices;arid eternal teaſts, 
On the other fide hg xepreſcpted tohunſelte (0 many Doctours , knowing as Ora- 
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cles , and purc as Angels, who were to be the trompets of his glory : {o many inro- Cruciate.damnute, at- 


cent Virgins who ſhould with an. immortal charaCter inſcribe, on their Lodycsthe re- rerite , patientie no- 
ſemblance of his owne moſt ſacred purity : ſo many Confeſſours who haſined rocn- #14 probatio iniqui- 
graue on the moſt hydeous rocks of the deſcrt the omniporcney of his name the inpi- > veſtra, crudelitas 
ration of his faſts , watchings , abſtinencies, the image of his deifying conuerſanion, — _ 
And laſtly more theneleauen millions of Martyrs who defyeq al rorments , affron- cnet for, 
ted exccutioners, braued death , and fcoredout with their bloyd the holy. pathes of gvir Mariyrum /em.n 
their glory. eft Chriſtianorum, 

7» I leaue you to ponder that which neucr can enough be thought on, the-repoſe w rex - - 
and comfort of the ſoule of Jefws, when he bchcld- in us ideas the- great ng he RE 
which was tobe hrought forth wu his bloud and eſtabliſhed. in hjs Reſurrection. And p 
morcouer that his Kingdome ſhould be an ercrval Empire , ncuer admitting end, 
death, nor darkneſſe, Humane wilgdome being deſirous to be 6ſtabliſhed in Empires 
by vice, pollicy , and tyranny, found cuery-where ſceptcrs of glaſſe , crownes of va-; 
pours , and thrones of ice, which ate broken ; [cattcred, and diſſolued into nothing 
vader the progreſle of time and eye of the, diuine providence : But the 1 mpire of 
Teſus , which taketh it's beginning on carth. aud bcarcth it's conqueſts imoleuuen, 
hath recommended his fcepter to the bolome of eternity. 

O what a torrent of pleaſures lowed oucr the faire ſonle of our Sanious in theſe 
confiderations. Paintexs uaturally loye their owne workmanſhips , learned men their 
wrytings; Law-makers their politike Inftitutions , military men their victorics and 
rropheis. Al men in the world haue a ſcnlible toy no (ee theig defignes brought to 
perfection, Selewen even mclied with comfort in conſideration; of the agcomplith- 
rent of the Temple of Hieruſalew. Inſtiniax could not behold but with nueh trant- 
portation of ioy the Church of $. Saphy he had. bult. Conflutme had moſh plealin 
dreames concerning the City of Cayflentiveple , Which was as his creatuge. Aud 
whar ig al this but chymeras in- corppariſon gt the great works, of the Charch per-- 
formed by the reſurrection of the warld's Sauiour. Haue nog we cauſe tp lay x It ig:Luc, 10. 21, 
to thee , 0 Jeſs , It is tq thee , the tgyes of the holy Spirit dog appextayne : Ioyes pure, tn ipfa hore exultauid 
celeſtial , diuine , diſtilled from rhe hart of God , who is the hart of eternal amities, er Spirits ſanfto, 
Enter into thy repale atter {9 great 2 twmule of WALFES and bakiels, It is tyme ( faith pln uh FOR 
the Spirit of God) thou reſt thy Arke vnder the pauillion of the cterng} MaieRty ,after na,” arce Py 
ſo many traucls aad effuſion both of ſweat and bloud, cationis tue. 

8. Letvsmore and more lettle our (clues in this noble beliefe , which charmeth al 499940 iam dicie 
anxictics of this life , {weerneth al rigours , purifyeth al intentions, animateth al ver- : = p07 a0 M 
rues , and crowneth al merits. Courage (o Chriſtians ) an immorrallity , a reſur- Ade w or 
* reCtion , an etcrnal life ,a life of God is gayned for thee Ly the paines , ſweats, and The comfort and 
bloud of Teſs , and he now inuiteth thee into the ſocicty and communion of this fruit we should de- 

lory. What reſolution wilt thou take (o manof mud and morter? ) why doeſt thou Pe from the Re- 

{til bow downeto theearth , the backe wherof thou haſt briſtled with ſo many thor- —_— Co the 
nes by thy ſinnes? Itis not now ſ: aydvnte thee : T hoy art duſt , and shalt returne into duſt; Sa neg i 
bytthqouary put iv mind of immorrality.”The tombes of Afexanders and C eſars,al (, prin- Pwluic er, ein pul- 
ckled ouer with yes and gildings , bearea HEERE LYETH , but the glorious ſe- #erew rewerzerie, 
pulcher of our Sauiour , HE 15 NOT HEERE, 

9. O Chriſtian, thou becomeſt the child of a good houſe, if thou canſt vnderſtand s; "IM 
thy nobility. How magnificent , how happy art thou to enter intoa glory , which is ; *—— 0299 ny 
common vnto thee with God 2 Thy country is no longer on earth; forſake , forſake jun; ſapit , hon que 
the loue of theſe ſlejght cottages theſe poore ant-hils , which enthral ſo many ſpi- ſuper cerram. 
rits deueſted of thoſe diuine Reds which bud vnder generous breaſts. Behold the 
orcat globe al repleniſhed with ſtarres and lights ,which enclofeth within it's exrent 
al wa anl ſeas ; the great houſe of God where are lo many braue Intelligences, part 
of which are buſy in the pra ſes of the Omnipotent ; others circumuolue ſtarres , re- 
mayning infatigably diſpoſed to their imployments. This is the Palace which God 
hath conquered for thee. A goodly and flouriſhing company laden with crownes 
ſtretch out armes to thee,and thou ſtil haſt thine eye vpon the petty trifles of this ter- 
reſtrial abode thereon to ſettle thy attections. Enter , enter (o taithftul ſoule) into the 
S 4 foulds 
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foulds and circuits of eternity , al yeares are for thee , al Ages are open to thee , al 
the greatneſſe of heauen ( if thou wilt be loyal ro thy Maiſtcr ) is in thine owne 
hands, | 

O when wil that goodly day come , which ſhal reſtore thee thy body to render it 
to God, thy body, no longer a maſſe of frayle ponderous and perithable earth, bur an 
Immortal , agile , and incorruprible body, priuileged with fauours and gilded with 
bright 7. uk of the body of leſs. Raiſethy ſelfe , faithful ſoule, in the ſuffe- 
rings and trauels of this life , yeald not to remprations and perſecutions, 
which wil ſnatch out of thy hand ſo advantageous a crowne. Al the pomp of this 
world , al this life, yea al which heer pleaſcrh and diftraceth harrs , is bur a poore 
peeludium of the great a& of the inexplicable comentment which paſſeth in 
cternity. 

Oo Lam thou haſt hererofore becn a litle infant in thy mothers womb amongſt 
bloud and ordure , inuolued in thin $skinnes , ſwadled in clouts and ſwarh-bands 
which nature gauec thee , thou waſt held in them to prepare thee for this world , 
for this life where thou now breatheſt ayre with al liberty ; know this world is a 
{ccond womb in comparaiſon of heaven. Thou arr yer in priſon , in obſcurity, in 
fetters, til the comming of the great day , wherein God ſhal giue thee a new body, 
a glorious body, a ſpiritual body. 

With theſe hopes the mother of the yong Machabees ſaw the members of her 
children hewed and cut in peeces vnder the bloudy ſword of perſecution. With 
this hope holy Anchorites filled the deſerts with their reares , walked on ſcorching 
ſandes, trampled dragons vnder-foor , ſtifled the concupiſcences of fleſh 1n ſnowes 
and thornes; with this hope Martyrs ſacrificed themſelues in as many torments as 
they had members. They preached on croſſes , ſangin flames, triumphed on wheels, 
and to merit this glory wa wik not reſolue to forſake that company which hath 


robbed thee of thy hart and diſhonoured the character of thy profeſſion. Thou wile 
not reſoJue co ſuffer a litle iniury , a ſlight perſecution, Thou wilt not accompliſh 
thy vowes , diſcharge thy obligations , Pit thy ſelfe into ſome courle of a re 
picty. And what may we thinke of thee ( o (oule ſo many times —_ dif- 
loyal ) if heauen , open in rewargs , cannot yer dilate thy hart to hi 
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XX. EXAMPLE, VPON THE 
TWENTIETH MAXIME. 


DIY ERS OBSERYATIONS Y' PON THE 
length of life, and deſire of the ſtate of Reſurrettios. 


T is not my purpoſe to enlarge here ypon narration of 
many refurre&ions , wherot we haue ſundry notable 
examples both inthe old and new Teſtament , andin the 
lives of Saints, in which kind there is not an Age which 
doethnor furniſhys with ſtore. I onely reſt ypon ſome ob- 
ſcruations which cuidently ſhew the paſſionate deſires hu- 
mane nature hath tothe moſt bleſſed ſtate propoled vs in 
the Reſurrection, | 

The Platonifis ſayd the preſence of felicity was the ab- Auguſt. 1. 14. de 
fence of body,and that we muſt fly from itas froma priſon |: Del. c, ut. 
ro enter into the liberty of beatitude, But the Apoſtle hath much better ſayd , char we pm a. mf 
groane in this tabernacle and are in great payne , not that we deſire to be diſpoyled , but to 2, Cox, 5. 4. s 
be better cloathed , that al which is moytal in vs may be as fwallewed vp by life. Verily we Li ſumur in hoc ta- 


haue a tender loue of our bodies , andeuen thoſe who doe moſt torment them , doe **rn«cwlo ingemiſei- , 
mus granati 


it for no other purpoſe but toplace them one day in caſe. We liue not without thin- } co quod | _ | | 


nolumus expoeliar, 


King onthis Reſurrection and immorrality , the fruition whereof we ſhal neuer find DAY IS 
but in heauen. God hath giuen ys this rx ay to teach vs we are created for it; bar | 
he doeth not affoard vs the perfourmance of it heer, totel vs we muſt ſeeke for it elſe- morzale eft a vita, 
where, We deſire to liue long and commodiouſlly ; ſhortnefle of life rakerh away the 
one , and continual ſickneſles bereaucs vs of the other, So many men haue ſought ſor 
their refurrection heere on earth , and hauc found nought but their deſtruction, Our 
body in the declyning of age is not like Veſtal fires ,to be cuerlaſtingly repayred. Al 
inxis loſt, at is diflolued ; bur if any, thing therein be reeftabliſhed , it is norto the 
proportion of it's primitite vigour. Spirits , without which we cannor liuc , @afc nor 
ro alrerour life , and the veric ayre we breath drycth and deuoureth vs. 

There hane been menin the world who haue in this lite made boaſt of great age, 
as if they had already fome fcantling of the condition of Refurreftion , but they have 
been very rare , and to fpeaketruly , they haue contauedlong and lined but a white; 
fincethere is nothing long in a happines whereof we findan end, Iris a remarkable 
thing that the eldeſt of al the Patriarkes in Geneſis, who was Merbaſeem, arriued not 
tothe time which $. Peter calleth a day of God. A thenſand yeares ( (aith the great perri. x, 35. 
Apoltle ) ave before God bat one dey : And not any one of the firſt men of the” world, Ynus dies apud D6- 
wuh his ſo many yeares, mounted to the thoufandthyeare of his age. Yea it isathing winwm , ficns nhille 
very wel to be obſerued , that in the account the Scripture maketh of the yeares of 7” "” era 
Patriarkes the age of women is not conſidered. And- Baronus findeth the Bible never JOITER 
reckoned the daycsand yeares of any women, but of Sars, Indith,8 Anne the daughter 
of Phanuel, to teach vs our liues arc ſhort, ſince thoſe of Exe the mother of the liuing , 
and of ſo many other mothers from whom men ifſued, entred not into the line of ac- 
- count 1N s Chronicle, We know not how long the firſt woman of the wortd 


tued, but we vnderſtand ſhe returned into duft ; and that we muſt read the like 
path, 
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Greece , the mother of fables , ſought ro vie poſterity as they doe children : it hath 
pleaſed ir-ſelfe ro ſcare ys with [trange tales ot huge: bodics and long liues , tur we 
haue more difficulty to bclicuc them then it facility ro inucnt them. Phlegon a rare 
Authour ſays he read in Apollenins the Grammarian , that the Athenians defirous to 
fortify the long 1L.emd , which was ncer to their citty , laying the toundation of their 
fortreſſes found a {epulcher one hundred cubits long wirh this Epitaph which (ay : 
Macroſiris is heer interred in the long Iland , after he had lined fine tl onſand yeares compleat. 
Theſc arc impoſtures and Redomontadves , which ſecke to braue Ages , and cannot at- 
front wormes , nor be defended from corruption. 

Al about vs is ſufficient to giuevs a leffon of the ſhortnes of our life. The corne 
oh which we liue dyes cuery yeare to the roor. The vine feeles as many deaths ag 
winters, and although -it renew euery ycare,it cannot attayne to the reaſonable age of 
ſome drunkards : Fitty or threeſcore yeares make vp nt's age , as allo of apple-trees, 
peare-trccs , plumine-trees , cherry-rrees and orher ſuch like , whereot eating the 
truits weiſhould thinke the wood which beares them liucth no longerthen we. Tame 
creatures which are perpetually among vs , liue but a while, Theage of a horle ends 
at tiyenty yeares. Itis a great chance if a dog arriue tothat number. The oxc wil be 
wel contented with ſixteen , ſheep withren , cats are between ten and fix , pingeons 
and ſomany flying foule liue not long , for we daily cate them ſoone enough ; as if al 
this ſhould ſay vnto vs : What doe we ſolong in the world , fince al things that moſt ſerue our - 
wſe laſt ſo little. Gold and filuer continue long , bur laſt very litle in our hands , and 
though one keep themas wel as he can, they keep norteuer one Maſter. 1t there be 
creatures which liue much longer , they fly from vs , as harts, crowes and {annes: 
you might ſay rhey are aſhamedo participate in our trailty, 

Grear ones of the carth haue in al times done whar they could with a purpoſe to 
prolong their dayes , ſonaturally are we deſirous of the ſtate of Reſurrection , bur 
they haue many times abbridged them ſeeking ro lengthen them, Garczas relleth vs 
that a King of Zcil.,m hauing learned the. adamant had the verrue to preſcruc life, 
would neithcr cate nor drioke bur in a diſh which he,cauſed to be made of adamant, 
througha ſtrange giddines of ſpirit; but he fayled not to find death in theſe imaginary 
veſicls of i mmortality. We make a great matter of it to ſee men very old ; they are be- 
held withadmiration : But if ſome delire to.cometo.their age , there is not any would 
hauc the miſcries and troublcs of ir, This Phlezon, of whom we now ipeake , who 
had becn one of the moſt curious Authours of his Age , made a booke of long liu'd 
men , wherin he confeſſeth he hath exactly looked into the Regiſters of the Romen 
Empire , thereto find old men & women of anhundrcd yeares , and ſcarcely could he 
meet with a ſufficient number of them to fil vp a whole leafe of paper. Burit he would 
take the number of ſuch as dyed before fifty , which the Ancicnts called the extermins- 
ting death , he had filled many huge volumes, Pompey took pleaſure at the dedication 
of his Theaterts fee a Comedianefle a&t, named Galeria Caprola,who reckoned ny 
nyne ycarcs ſince her firſt entrance into a Theater, It was a goodly play of lite in a 
woman , who danced on the brinke of her grane : But how many ſuch like hauethere 
been ? People goe into the tomb as drops of water intothe ſea, notthinking on it. Nay 
doe but obfcrue al which is ſoueraigne , and you wil tind among al the Emperours 
which were through ſo many Ages, there is not one to be found who attayned ro the 

age of a hundrcd yeares ; and fourc alone arriued to fourcſcore or much thereabouts. 
Gordianthe elder came to this point, but ſcarcely had he raſted of Empire but was 
oucrvwhelmed with a violent death./ alerian at the age of ſeauenty (ix yeares wastaken 
by Sapor King of Perſ;a', and liued fcanen yeares in a ſhameful captiuity , his enemy 
making vle ot his back as a foot-ſtoole when he would mount on horle-back. He was 
at firſt inuch greater in the eſtimation of menthen he delerued , and cuery one would 
hauc thought him worthy of Empire had he not been Emperour, Anaſtaſus, a man of 
licle worth andlefſe courage , who had more ſuperſtition then religion, arred to the 
age of tourlcore and eight ycares when he was blaſted with lightning trom heauen. 
Inſimian reckoned fouricore and three , which raade him wax white in a vehement 
dclirc of glory , although being ſome-what contemprible in his pet{on he were fortu- 
nate 
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nate in Captaines, They ſprake of a King called Arganthon,who heertofſore raigned in 
Spaine the ſpace of M_& yeares , and liucd an hundred and fourty : But this is 
rather in fables then authenrieal hiſtories.” Of ſo-many Popes as have been fince S. 
Prey not any one hath poſſeſſed the See tiyenty fiue yeares:, and (carcely hind you 
foure” or ſive foureſcore yeares of age, Tohn "Ye two and ewenticth , a yoaquier 
and'excaſure-heaping ſpirit , was about nynety yeares when- death roke off his 
triple crowne. So many had Grezory the xwelth , who was created before the 
ON” » but his papacy my as hs. life was long, Puri the third-attayncd 
to'whe aboue four{core , and WAS otherwiſe'a manas peaceable of [pitit agprivdent it 
counſel. Paul the fourth, ſeuere, imperious,and eloquent, came to fourſcore and three, 
Og the thirteenth liued as many ; a Prelate wiſe , cqurttous ; prugevr., liberal, 
wh6liged roo litle a while for the Churches good , for which he could nor. end bur 
too ſoone. If we ſpeake of the bleſſed S. Iohn; 5. Luke, S. Polycarp, $. Denys, S. Paul 
the Hermit , S. Anthony, S. Romuald , and ſo many other Religious men, they liued 
long : And it ſeemes there are many things in Religion which farther long life , as 
contemplation of things diuine, ioyes not fenſual , noble hopes , wholeſome feares, 
{weet ſadnefſe, repoſe, ſobriety, and regularity in the order of al actions. Bur al this is 
litle in compariſon of the diuine ſtate wherein bodies ſhal not onely neucr end, bur liue 
eternally , impaſlible as Angels, fubrile as'rayes of light, quicke as thought, and 
bright as ſtarres, 
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NcREDYLITY 1s ah immortal diſcaſe which hath 
raigned from the begiry 1ng of the, world, and which 
wil gud chd but wraithe worlds" diſſolution. Drea- 
mesapg lyes are many times belicned,, becauſe they in- 
finuart themſcluesintodhe hart by*charmes ; but truth 
which wil neuer bely her ſelfe,; hath much adoe to 
make her ſelfe vnderſtood;, «hd if ſhe be once known 
the isbeloued when ſhefmites, and fearcd when ſhe 
frowneth, x \ Sv | 
Foure things much | There are foure things haue euer been much vn- 
vaknowne, known inthe world, tyme , wind , terreſtrial Paradiſe , and truth. Tyme is a mer- 
ucilous creature , which perpetually paſſeth ouer our heads, which numbreth al our 
ſteps , which meaſurcth al our actions , which inſeparably runnes along with our 
life , and we haue much buſynes to know it as welin it's nature as progreſſion, Ir is 
a verie ſtrange thing that there are ſuch as promiſe themſelues to reckon vp the yeares 
of the world , as of an old man of threeſcore , and yet we know by the experience of 
ſo many Ages it isa great labyrinth wherein we ſtil begin neuerto end, 

It was for this cauſe the Ancients placed the figures of Tryrons on high towers 


Hadrianus Tunius, _— Si Ak? 2 

with tayles crookedly-winding , torepreſent vio vs the intrication of the toulds and 
Ifa. 6. compaſſes of tyme. And for this alſo in the Prophet Eſaythe Seraphins couered the 
Hier, in Iſa. facc and ieet of God with their wings, toteach vs (ſayth $. Hierome) that we are verie 


Non eſt veflrum noſſe ignorant in things done betore the world , ard in thoſe which thal happen to the 

sempors & wmomen- end of it. 

yo = a pow 2/%% 1f we onthe other {ide conſider the wind, we cannot bur ſufficiently vnderſtand the 

rr * commoditicsand diſcommodiries of it , which hauc made the wiſe to doubt whether 
it 
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it were expedient there ſhou!d ke winds innaturc , kecauſe if their. influences Le good 
in ſome things, their furics are extreamely dreadful in othcr, We lee how vpon one 
part the winds drench huge veſſels laden with men and riches , on the other they teare 
vptrees, they ruineavd overthrow houſes : We likewile find they faudurably carry 
the clowds to impart ſhowers toal the wer!d they purge the ayre ,rhey cauſe a good 
temperature in the elements , they arc the occaſicn of commerce and nanigations to 
make the riches of the world common, We cannot ke ignorant of their effects, Bur as 
for their cauſes ſonie commixe aromes, other attribute the production of it ro the 
Sun which rarifyeth the ayre ,other to vapours and exhalarions : Others ſay they arc 
the ſneeling of this vaſt creature called the world , others thinke the clement of the 
ayrc is moued of it-ſe}fe, And indeed ywe can ſay nething more certaincly of it then 
what the Prophet did , 7hat God produceth the winds out of his treaſures. 

As for terreſtrial Paradiſe it is a queſtion among Diutnes neucr to be ended, and 
which min:iſtreth perperua] buſynes to al Intcrpretcrs vpon Geneſis, Elias Thesbites 
durſt Loldly {ay that ner oncly the garden ot picaſure was ſtil in being, bur that 
doubtlesi}y many went thitkcr , ard ihe paſſage into it lay open to them, bur that 
charmed with the Eeautics ar.d cortcnmmicrts ot this place they never returned, Which 
may Le rctuted with as much cafc as it was inuentcd, Origen and Fhilo tollowing 
their all!egories made a myſtic a: Paraditc and truc idces of Hato , wherein they were 
imitated Ly Pſellus , who tayth- that Chaldzan t aradiſc , fo calleth hent , was nothing 
cls but a Qvire of celcſtiai Vertucs , which enuironcd the heaueply Father , and 
beautics of hre iſſucing from fountaynes of the f.rſt workeman. 

Some place it in Indie , others in Meſopot:-mia , where there would be much adoe 
wel to accord theſe foure riucrs , but that recourſe is had to the violence of the 
deluge, We muſt confeſſe there are many things vuknowne , wherein Ged wil exer- 
ciſe cur taith Lut nor ſatisfy our curiotity. But ncthing threugh al Ages hath Leen 
ſo hidden and vnknowne as truth. The Philoſopher Heraclirus ſayd to it's Altar 
was in a cloudy cauerne al couered with ſhades and Carkreſle , whereinto ſcldome 
any came. And ycrily we ſee that ſince ſciences were inuented, for the ſpace of ſg 
many Ages , we haue beheld nothing but wranglings and warres among Philo- 
ſophers , who ſecking to make diſſection of the great body of this vniuerſe, haue 
al mutually contended for the defence of truth , as they ſay : but many defending 
it haue ſo 1] handled it , that they almoſt haue diſmembred it, and for a ſolid body 
haue in the endretayned nought in their hands Eur a phantoſme. It onely appertay- 
ncth to God to produce it and to make it known to mortals , which he out of 
his infinit goodneſſe hath at ſundry tymes done : But men blinded , like vntoGyants, 
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haue euer perſ{ccuted poore truth out of a certaine ſpirit of incredulity and contra-,q;.,, ycem mean, 


diction , the plague and poyſon of wiſdome. After the eternal Wiſedome tooke 
lips of kcfh to reucale the ſecrets of heauen vnto vs, fourc ſquadrons haue furiouſly 
alſaulted it : The one of Icwes , the other of Gentiles , the third of Mahumetans 
the fouecth of Heretikes. And now-adayes after Heretikes we niuſt adde a kit ther- 
eto, Which 1s that of Libcrrines, 
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vagi non deſinunt 
perdiss perdere , & 
depranuats errorem 
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THEDEFINITION OF LIBERTINISME 
CA DESCRIPTION, BIFESION 
and diners effefts of Libertines. 


=> Ibertiniſme is nothing els but a falſe liberty of bclicke and 
289 marincrs , which wil haue no other dependence but on pecu- 
OW lar fanſy. and paſſion. It is verily a ſtrange monſter, whercof 
S391, it ſeemes ITob made deſcription vnder the hgure of Behemorb, 
FFI as much to ſay as a creature compoſed of al ſorts of Leaits, 
W EREP [i of which it beareth the name, Libertiniſme likewle is a fiune 
ML NEEERND framed our of al manner of {innes , whoſe cftecis it hath to 
| poſſeſſe the miſeries, Behemozb (ſayth he) eateth hay as an 
oxe ; and the Libertine from the table of Angels is brought back to the ſtal of Leaſts, 
hauing no other care bur to ſtuffe his guts with corruptible meates hauipg deſpiſed 
the immortal manna. The one hath his ſtrengthin his reynes , the parts dedicated ro 
luſt, and the other is onely vigorous for impurity, The one hath bones of braflc, and 
the other a hart of copper. The one makes ſhew of ſome griſtles framed of iron, 
the other of ſome falſe 'moral vertues , really nothing but iniquity. Mountaynes 
beare graſſe to feed the one , and the tables of great men plenty to cntertayne the 
other, The one ſleepeth in moyſt places vader the ſhadow of reeds, and the other in 
victualing houſes and idleneſſe. The one threatacrh ro ſwallow Jordan the river 
of the holy land , and Libertiniſme wil annihilate the moſt fGncere part of Chri- 
ſtianity, | 
We may ſay of al theſe impious , what S. Crpryan did of dinels : Theſe are im- 
pure aud wandring ſpirits , which plunged in ſenſuality , and hauins loſt the happmeſſe 
of Heauen throngh the cont.4g108 of earth » forlorne and corrupt , ceaſe not to Yume and 
corrupt. 

Now obſerue they are not al cqual in malice or quality ; But when I ſome-whar 
neerer conſider their ſtatc , I find they are deuided into {ix orders. 'The hirit com- 
prehendeth many ſpirits who are not of the worſt, being ſome-what reaſonably 
grounded vpon the principal points of Religion, Lut as much as they ftayle 11 al con- 
cerneth fubmiſlion of ſpirit , [A much are they cnamouredof their owne wit and be-+ 
come lauiſh of rongue. 

This often proceedeth cither from birth , education , t90 free conuerſation , 
ſome paſſion, or from opinion of proper ability , which is che cauſe they cut and 
nm: of 2 many things veric confidently concerning the honour of the Church, and 
economy of Religion. One while they ſtrike ar rhe Popes authority , another 
while they deſperately throw themſelues ypon the multiplication of Religious 
Orders , ſometimes they cenſure al Ecclehaſtical perſons ſparing none : meane 
while they ſee not the ſubuerſion of Religion alwaics began by the contempr of 
Prieſts, Sometimes they {coffe at confeſſions and frequent communions , anorher 
time argue againſt the doctrine of Purgatofic , then they flight Indulgences , 
contemne Saints , Images, and Reliques, {omerimes declayme againſt other cerc- 
monies and cuſtomes of the Church. 'They ordinarily fay , Ieſus Chrift ſufficerh 


them, and that beſides the Bleſſed Sacrament there is no necd totake paines in other 


deuotions, 

Nay that which more pronokes and Grengthnerh the ingicir belictes , is what they 
obſerue in others, who notinliſting inthe more perfect waies cf the vniucrla] Church, 
create deuotions to themlelues which much incline to fupcrſtirion : for neglecting 

. the 
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che great and eſſential maximes of our faith, they adhere to filly inventions of their 
owne ſpirit :and you would almoſt ſay, the Father, the holy Ghoft, and the Word 
of God it-ſelfe were nothing with them in compariſon of particular deuotions of 
ſome Saints , or ſome {light obſeruances , which they practize according to their 
owne fancy. But if one happen to reproue them vponit , they are vncitfilly offended 
therwith , and thinke ſuch as ſpeake with rcalon are not within the compaſſe of the 
vpright indgement of faith. I afhrme theſe kind of proceedings are not according 
tothe order of the Church , the which honourcth al Saints ,yeaand the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin,in a degree infinitly beneath the diuine Maicſty , nor doeth it honour them but 
to honour God in them and by them. | | 

Bur if ſome abuſe myſteries , muſt we therefore overthrow Altars? If ſome po- 
pular ſpirits i] inſtructed grow ſuperſtiticus, muſt one theretore Eecome a Lilertine? 
Muſt innocency be forſakenthe more to hate the guilty 2 It is a pitritul thing to ſee 
good ſpirits who make profcſſion of Catholike Religion , and hauc in ſome things 
_ apprehenfions of piety,to take ſuch liLerty ot words to themſc]ues that we 

now not What to make of them. Ought 1.0t they to con(ider that a popular errour is 
one thing , and a poſition of the Church another ? It ſome parriculars introduce exor- 
bitant deuorions, let them reicet, blame, and cendemne them, We neither yndertake 
ro detend nor iuflify them. But when we ſpeake of the inuocation of Saints of their 
Relikes, Canonizations, Indulgences, ofthe authority of our Holy Father , of the 
Inſticution of Religious Orders, and {6 many;Juch jike,which are authorized Ly ge- 
neral Councels and by the beliete ot al antiquity , docth not a good iudgement 
{cc'that to goe about to oppole theſe maxines is to doc that which $, Anzuſtine 
ſpeaketh , 1] o ſuffer ones ({clte to run iro atolly , which haſtnerh to the height of 
inſolency ? He who admitteth aleake in a ſLijpdroynes it, who diuideth Religion 
hath none at al , who re(olucs to Lclicue this and. reie& that , belicucs nothing, Al 
that which commeth from one ſame authority ought to be belicued with like equa- 
|Ity. Our faith is not grounded vpon natural iudgement , ypon wit and diſcourſe, 
Eur on the ſubmiſſion we owe to God and. the Church , which is the Interpreteſle of 
his counſels. He who atLideth therein atides in true-wiſcdome -, who goeth out of it 
Jhal find nothing but an Ocean. of diſturbanecs and the ſhipwrack of his 
faith, - 

The ſecond order of Libertines is of Newrers, wauering and diſtruſtful, who are 
almoſt ypon the indiftcrencie of Religions, and hold their faith as a hawk withour 
leathes : It quickly flyes awaie and leaueth.chem, to repleniſh -morc {ctled braynes - 
and more capatlc ſoules. In this numter you: haye many queazy ſtomacks, who 
affectiobe Mailſtersin matter of Religion, and are extrcame;grecdy of al ſorts of in- 
nouations. Andif there be ſome bold ſpirit who with ſenſual reaſons cenſureth the 
myſterics of our Religion , that manis according to their taſt a braue fellow, , and his 
Evoks deſerue to be bound vp iv gold and purple. The Bible is not wiſe enough for 
them”, their ſpirit of rebellion findeth faults and contradiGtigns therein. I hey are in 
{carch of hidden myſteries , as were the .Argonawtes who went out to win the golden 
fleece: And could they lay hold on Mahomers Alcoran,they wil not to ſpare readit,the 
more to confound themſiclues inthe latyrinth of their errours. Atter they haue run 
al ouer , founded al , quoted al,they findthemſelues empty , and haue nothing fo aſſu- 
rcd as incertainty , nothing ſo vndoubred asthe loſle of their faith , which they haue 
almoſt wholy transformed into a curſed Newtrality , the headlong deſcent of a hor- 
tibleÞtecipice. | . : 

The tMird order comprehendeth idle loytercrs ard pecple of the throat and Kit- 
chcn , who bearcintheir enſigne for deuiſe that which is ſayd, to haue beeninſcribed 
C1 Sardanapalus his tomb : Drinke , eate , fil they ſelfe in the ordures of flesh , and thinke *r6s nine aqcodwia- 
thou haft nothing but rhat which thou offordeſt to thy ſenſuality. They al lay with Eprcirus, £ T« «AAadwoud'ty, 
{\s for my ſclte I cannot vnderiiand anie telicity vnlciic it be 10 pallares , in lips , in 
cares , in the belly , and al that which is common to ys with beaſts. Theſe kind of 
mcn haue riot ſo much ro doe as other , they are not {ollicitous concerning the ſecrets 


of nature , curious books, myſtical Cabales, the Ghoſpe), not Twrkzsb Alcoran: they 
FA haue 
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y / haue found their God in tEhſclues,& indeed wil acknowledge noother bm the belly. 
wo. l; Their continual employ ment is to furniſh our tables for n , which are it's Alktars, aud 
YO Ga to offer vnro it diſhes and ſauces in ſacrifice, = | 
Fr EP The fourth region conteyneth the maligne , couert , and narrow ob{cruers , whe 
F <b, "4 yet ſtil rerayhe ſome feare of the {ſmoke of the faggor : behold the cauſe why they dare 

not declare rhemſclues in open manner, They emer into the fold as wolucs cloathed 

in a ſheeps skin , and tel the ſheep they are much affected to their conteruation, bur 
that the dogs mult be taken awaie which doe nothing bur deaften their eares with 

barking both day and night. Theſe are ſuchas fow propotitions with a double mea- 

// # ning , and haue cuer a back-ſhop to hide themſclues 1n ; ſuch as fay Catholike Re- 
 & ligion is good if ic were purged from ſo many ſuperſticions , fuch as deceive yong 
"oj "4 men vnder colour of doQrine , and when they haue hic ypon a curious fpirit whom 
they efteeme retentiue of a ſecret recommended, they draw the currayne alide and 

reucale rhe myſteries of iniquity tohim: They are ſuch as make diſguiſes and diffe- 

rences which no man imagined, and make truth combate againſt Atheiſme with fo 

feeble armes , that it were much'better defended to be left ro it's owne nakedneſle; 

> » ſuch as haue a ſtore-houſe of cuil bookes , more impure then the ſtable of Aug.2us,our 


-— * of which they deriue al their profanations , cloying the eares of the ſimple with a 
/, thouſand obiections , euer made in the name of a third perſon who neuer dreamt 
A/ of them : Laſtly ſuch as ſilently build the Babylon of execrable confulions. 


The fift ranke comprehendeth al thole who haue ſold their ſoules to ambition 


and particular intcteſt, and haue nothing of Religion but ſeeming and ceremonies, 
They are ſuch as would make no ſcrupleto ſer a foot vpon the throat of their beſt 
freinds , to rayſe their owne fortune higher : Such as liue fatned vp with the Altar 
being many times enemyes of the Altar : Such as lift their children aloft with an 
( arme of (iluer , through al the wayeFof iniuſtice, abouethe heads.of men, and make 
the Church a prey to their ambitzon : 'Such as are preſent at dinine Scruice with 
| poſtures of a puppet-player : Such as goe to God's word as to a Comedy , to ſee 
k and to be ſeen , more tor Adonis then leſus ; and who in conchufion turne al picry 

into ſcoffs, retayning nothing of # but a phantoſme to ſerue theit owne ends, 
SY , The fixt manner 1s of ſuch as are vtrerly impudent in words , and Libertines 
bras Sony. of in actions , of whom the great S. Iude made a lively deſcriprion : Certaine men 
Fe bic Lo quidem Are Crept in among Vs , reprotatc and Impious (pitits ; Who apply al rajlents of grace 
wmaculant, domine- and natuteto luſt ,and to deny hini that made them , to wit ,our Lord teſ#s Chriff 
gionem antem ſper= Maiſter and ſole Monarch of the whole' world, Then he addeth , they are ſuch 
——_—_— **- as defile their fleſh and revolt againſt lawful powers ; ſuch as blaſpherhe the divine 
as wt in epulis Maicſty. They are gluttonous ,ctuel, and afrogant , who onely thinke to ſatiare 
ſme macnia, Oe, themſelues by others hunger ; clouds without water toffed with turbulent winds; 
autumne=trees , barreti-rrees , trees twice dead , ttees rooted out of the ecrritory 
of the Church. They are waues of an enraged fea, which foame res but 

confuſions ; wandring eommets , to which God reſeriicth a rempeſt of © 
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THE CAVSES OF LIBERTINISME 
wel obſerued by the Apoſtle S. Tude. 


OT E that this great Apoſtle doeth heer touch foure ſources [ud. Epiſt, 
of infidelity ,, whichare in this very conſiderable, The chict* ob, 20. 
4nd original of this corruption"is a-brutiſh luſt, which with 
; -much infamy oucrflowerh as wel in pleaſures of rhe throat as 
> ':ſenfualny., whichthe was willing ro-expreſſe by theſe words 
A when he ſayd : 7 he impiows not onely act impurities \, but are the Hi ſunt in epulis ſuis 
11 tmpurities themſclucs. For the Libertines 'are' trite Borborires , macnle, 
Cſowere certaine Herctikes called) 25 one would ſay beryired, becauſethey natu- 
_ delighted in vncleanneſſe ; they arc difſolute people who haue no orher God but 
the belly, good cheer, ard yntridled luſt ;from whence it commeth their vnderſtan- 
dings clouded-with bodily plcaſures thicken and Eecome wholy vnable for things 
diuie. 7he people beertofore belowed is puſſed vp with ft, hawb kroked 22amft and forſaken Incraſſatureſt d.le- 
is Creatonr layd Moyics, ; | y 11 bo. It Hugs & vecalcigranis, 
Tertullian very wel termeth gourmandize the palſey of the vnderſtanding © for as dereliquit Deundifa- 
a body 15 deprined of ſenſe and motion by thecorporal palſey which'obſtructerh the #271 /amm. 
nerues , ſo the ſpirit oppreſſed by ſenſuality is wholy darkned; withour any fecling et: 3th 
of Religion, or any motion to workcs which coficerne {ahiation. 'F'o line it fat 5 fs Yo Optiiliigs fiphncien 
sbut wp the gate of wiſedome, There is a palſey of corforal pleaſures "which wfterh the impedis , exilitas ex- 
ſpree, and a tiſsick which preſernes it. | on - © pn. paralifss men. 
Nay Oecumenins dilcouereth ſome-what more my ſtcriousyntovs ; when interpre- em prodigis , phsifis 
ring the word macule according to the Greek «TiA«d/ he fayth they are certaine {7% | "RP 
rocks hidden vnder the waues, which ſurprize Saylours & caufe hydeous ſhipwracks, = = 5_—_ 
This very wel agrecth to Libertines , and one may cal them according to another 
tranſlation ; rough rocks , hollow flones , and shelues which-are the cauſes of ſo many fals. Confrageſain mari 
They are in tcaſts as gulphes in the Oecan , andouertake'cre 'aware ſpirits alreaty ſax , cauernoſas 1- 
poſſefſed with the vapours of wine and meares , at which' time they are moſt open to p*#» & mes, 
fortiſh mirth. Ah how many yong men decejued by theſe impoſtures , after they haue 
made ſhipwrack of reaſon in a tauerne , haue therevnto added the thipwrack of their 
fairh' He was led as an oxe tothe ſlaughter, or as 4 skipping lamb .not- forefeeing bis captiuity Bos duttus ad vitti- 
before the mortal arrow had transfixed his emrayles , fayththe Wiſeman, -+ Mam , agnws laſcy- 

* The ſecond cauſe of infidelity 1s a certaine barrenneſle of wit, of tudgement , dif- qued ad vincula fiul- 
cretion , of Chriſtian vertues,and namely of humility , of good workes, and worthy us raharur, donec 
employments,and conſequently a {welling of preſumption, of imaginary ability , of ransfigat ſagirta 
vanity, idleneſſe, which is much ſupported by wicked nature , efteminate education, £97 «me. | 
e00 free conucrfation ,accefle of eui] company, which render a man abſolntely tarrey, ns ce 
A matter cxceller tly w cl f1gnifyed by theſe words : They are clouds without water, ſuch Nubes fine aque. 
kind of trees as we fcc in Iudea, vnturniſhed of truits in Autumne , and dilpoyled of 
icaucs ; twiee dead , that is to lay , quitc rotten, Faith wil ke manured by the exerciſes 
of picty , by preſcuce ar diuine Seruice , by Keeping of faſts , by almes , and frequeri- 
ration of Sacraments : Now theſe wicked ones imployed in ſcnſual pleaſures and 
cui company, for{ake al the characiers of their Chriſtianity , which maketh them Hiere, 22.25, 

Ly litle and litle fal into a great forgetfulues of Ged , into difdaintul pride , jnſup- Terre ,terre, terre, 
} ortable neglects , and into the maicdictions vitered by our Sawtours lips againſt anuds fermonem Domi- 
the vnfruittul tree, Ot thee is viderſtood the decree of heauen : Earth , earth. 


ni, Hec dicis Dom- 


: ; 5 nwus : Scribe virum 
earth , barken to the word of Ged. Our Lord hath ſayd, Write downe this man as a man ifium ferilem , virum 


6.nren , who shal uoner proſ}er during his life. qu in diebus ſuis non 
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Fluffur feri maris Thethird ſource is a tumult of enraged paſſions , which are wines of the ſea , that 
deſpumentes confu- 1yyomit vp their confuſjons ; for thee kind of ſpirits are 1n perpetual diſturbances , nor 
foones ſus. hath the fea {o many waucs as they anxieties , pridepufterh them , ambition pre- 
cipitateth them, hatred gnaweth them , delights conquer chem , cho}ieg þygneth 
them, fury tranſporteth them , hardneſſe of hart-makts them vntraciable ,- and 
impudence inſupportaþle, And Ecing vnable .tq reltrayne, their pailions within 
chemſclues ,they throw them abroad as the froath of waucs- and = oft con- 
fuſions. That is it which S. Ambroſe ſayd interpreting a paſſage of Hicremy : 
T unc videbitur igno. Then 15 it thy ignominy , thy adulttry , thy neighins, and flrangeneſſe of thy fornication shal 
niece oevley- bo ſeen to of the werld on the monntayncs. 250 AO ES 
envoy moonrrig . Lafilythe faynh reos which readreth their cui} very defſpergte pig, 2 perpetual 
is tee frpre colles, AACONTANCY , axcellently compared in the paſſage: of #he Apoſtle $0 flying fires, 
Ambro, 1,de Abra. formacd in the ayre from exhalations of the earth; This ſar of mgn pcrhaps may 
haue qualities which may giue them ſome luſtre according to 'the world , and 
make them appeare as tarres in the firmament of worldly honour, eaufing fome to 
| reflect on them veich admiratian of their wit,theip slaquenee,and behauiour, But they 
Apoc. 8, are ( to ſpeake properly ) ſtarres of earth-and {maaks ,like vnto that S. ſoby calleth 
the (tarre of warmyyood, which being nor of the ſtarres enchaſsd by the hand of Gad 
- 3a celeſtial globes , bur flying flames cnkindled by ſome grofle exhalations , procee- 
Crinemque volantis ding perhaps from 4 duoghil , fal backe againe on the earth from whence they came. 
[_dera ductnt, If they ſametimes take certaine ſemblances of veriue and pennance, they haue no 
| {olidity in their good purpoſes : If they be touched and rayſed by ſome good infpi- 
ration, they axe not conſtant , but having ſowed cerraine rayes of hope , fal back 
againe into thei myre ,and falling throw plague and payfon among company. 
Adde alſo tg this diſcourſe of the Apoſtle two eflential cauſes of ourcuils. One 
whereof is. that the diſorder and impurity of manners being very ordinarie among 
' yoog men, whoareghildren of the rich beſt qua)itysd , parengs inſtead of repreſſing 
' of exorbitancy by the cutting off of cxceſſe and (yperfluity , which is the nource of 
: Impicty , fake po qther carebutto put them into abpungdance ouer head and carcs,and 
 thraſtthemingg dignzrjes 4m the weaknefle of ability and grearcit ſtrength of paſſons. 
From thence proceederh they behold one angeher like lztle Gogs , and having ſhaken 
off the yake ot gbedicnee rg men , tree them(elues whes they may trom the commands 
of the (upreme Maiſter , having ne bee guide but temerity , ner other law but the 
liberty at docjng al. Blaſphemics , which in the mouths of meane ones would be 
eſteemed monſters , paſſe fromthcir lips far brquerirs, and ſuch as eome to adore their 
fortune arc conſtrayned fox warldlic re{pect to offer tncqnſe to their vices, Herrin ig 
is parents make them(ſclucs guilty of high xreaſqn to the divine Maieſty,hauing fo il 
imployed their txquels and watchings, as day and nightta baye amalled riches which 
ferue for ſinewes toimpicty and ſcandal tothe publike. 

* The athercauſe which much fomenteth þla{phemies & irreverencics againſt Ree 
ligion , is ,that as cares are ſupple to hearethem , ſo lawes are greatly ynprouided ro 
puniſhrhem, Every man is pleaſeg to revenge his particular inturies , and ta peſcrue 
ynto Gad the revenge of his owne. Prophane {peaches which herctotore made the 
fairhful rcare their garments , ſuch hoxrour ghey had to heare them, being now ar 
this time yttered with ſome witry ielts , layree (| pirits , and being vpable to gayne the 
approbation of truth , they take ir from the courteligs of men, It is tobe feared God 

rmtteth this for vengeance of ſome notable crimes, and wholy withdeawes faich 
-_ theſe forlopne ſpirits, tp place it amang loules more purifyed 
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OF THE IGNORANCE AND NYLLITYT 
of Libertiniſme. | 
4: 2A FivD not any thing more intollerable thento {ce impigy flatter it- 


ey by. 6 {clfe with the pretexs of ability Jearning,gnd goodneſs of wit, lince LA 
0 OE ; 4$FURT rho to euil codiipns , jgnoranreand brutifh- tgnorance :-nd 


z 


= $ neſle. Whar light of ynderſtanding can chez be ina Libertipe, who bratichnefle of 
We" makes profeſſion to {pic againſt the ſource.gf light? Ged ({ayth the Libertines, 
Scriprugs)1s the Lord of ſciences,and op bim depends the gopd erder of al or thoughts. How NEB: * +. 
much the more copumarge one hath- with the cfſence djyine ſomuch the more ſplen- 
dayr be enjoyeth ,a8the enticpt Phjloſophers.doc aſſure vs, We reſemble thole ſta- 1c; de os quan. 
rues , Which ſpoke jn_ that proportion as the beames of the Sun refleftcd into their cum ref.nex Fſſe 
mouths. We caunat {o much as open our lips to ſpeake worthily of God, valeſſe 4»mi. I» miemor, 
God who made themynlooſe them: tor his greater glory, - _ VR —— 

I much eſtceme the ſentence of S. Diadecus who ſayth, there-is nothing more mi- 02 POR 
{erahls or more,ignorant then a ſpirit which wil {} eek of Gad our of God , thatis to Hide. Y - im 
ſay, who being out of the limies of faith and innocency dares yndertaketo rouch ſo Niki rgentine ea 
high paint , as that of te divinity, Now we know by experience the wicked ate meme que de Deo 
alignazed both in theughts and manners from this ſaveraigne ſanctity , and therefore ©2574. Peum phile- 
we may vndoubredly reſolue they are moſt yncapable of ſcjeuges,and eſpecially thoſe Pm 
Which are divine, being ſworne snimies of the God of ſciences. ki 

Moxcouer if that be true which Awices the Philoſopher ſayd,tbat immaeeriality is 4 ou 
the root of ſpiritualiry,and that by how much the mere @ thing is diſcharged of mats of Auicen, © * 

' ers ſp much the more it is capeble of inte]ligence , what reaſonable diſcourſe of man Immaterializes radix 
can one deriue from. a ſpirit which is perperual clouded with vapours of luſt? Heracli- ſiritualizatis. 
tws in the ſecrets of his doctrine required a dry ſoule,ta render it eapable of the moſt Auicen, apud Ca- 
pusifyed medicati6s of Philoſophy:& can wethinke a ſpirit which hath made a priſon * rope 
of x'sbady by pampering the flcth with al poſlible tenderneſſe,wil declare vs the my- 
ſexies of hidden ſciences? Ts it not to gae about to gather grapes from thornes, figs 
from buſhes , and | nr graynes our of ſtraw 2 And ſay there were ſome appa- 
rance of ſobriety and modeſty Soap we net,pride is a forms] obſtacle to the purity 
of great & noble ſciences,becaule it inſtantly þJind- faldech men with the relump- 
as] af their ability » Are we ignorant many would haue become greatly ——_—_ 

2d they not thought they were abſolutely gums New who js more haughty or 
more arrogant then a Libertine , who if peraduentyre he have ſome light {mancring 
of letters,is ſo puffed vp with the opinion of his capacity,that he ſcemes to himſelte 
to haue ſlept in Syb:[[aes caue to pronounce oracles, and iudge al other men conliſt of 
ſuperſtitions and idiots. | $42 | 

Great wits who haue rauiſhed the world with admiration, reſemble thoſe riuers Great wits modeſt. 
which glide along with a peaceful maicſty not troubling any body with their waues, 
Bur gheſc perry ſbufflerg murmure like vnto brooks and vexe the whole world with 
cheir tattle. If it happen they arriue to ſome perfeCtion in humane ſciences (which is 
very ſeldome) they cannot command their ſpirit , which admits no other path then 
precipices, Sothatin the ſame things wherin they take themſclues ro be wiſer then 

other,they commit errours and make moſt ſhameful laples. ESO 

Itis truly the diſgrace and tomb of humane iudgement,to ſee the barbarous cen- *** ryan of Li- 
ſure which raigneth among thoſe who pretend acureneſſe ; for they thinke ſo many ***O PRE: 
worthy men who haue penetrated intothe abyſle of the moſt ſublime ſciences , are 
ignorant of the Latin rongue : nay if S, Auguſtine and S, Thomas might returne into 
the world they would be 1ntertayned in thete quaint Academies as groomes. Bur if 
there be ſome one can make anode, a ſonner, a letter, can play the gentile witty-one 
in company,and vtter blaſphemics with philoſophy and afteCtation, he is the God of 

T 4 learning, 


= 
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Icarning and the Monarch of cloquence. Bur let a capable man ſound theſe curious 
fllowes, good God what cmpty chibers in theſe great brayne-pannes ! What dark- 
nefſeand what contugons? ItasHoone taund they modarang not one {ole pringipkc 
of true ſcience , and rhatal their learning is like a houſe that hath gilded gates,and 
chambers peſtred with ſpiders, Thinkd then whata ſhame it is, when men of quali- 
ty who affect the reputation of being iudicious, proſtiture their wits to theſe Gods of 


{traw and dung , andfor the tuncabie cadence of a rime looſe al harmonics of faith 


and conſcience. | Nets vi IT ag YEW 3uet UAE ERS » 

Their iynorance, Al Heretikes who make boaſt to 'afſayle the Churek - fot Jo-many AR. 
_ likewiſc made a ſhey. to'bring with chem imo this combare ſoine recompicndedle 
qualities, Some came with points of logick , other with knowledge in thipgs nagu- 
ral, other with eloquen&e, ſome vanted profoundnes inScriprures{the reſt to Be'ver- 

{cd in the reading oft Councels and Holy: Fathers: They who haue*had'no' exce}lent 

thing inthem,hauc brought an auſtere counenare#and ſemblance of moral vertnes: 

Bur tuch kind of men/haue nothing b+:t ignorance with brutiſhaefſe ,/bur ſcofing 

{y cophancy , but language, and the wind of infarhous words.' How can it then be- 

coine then to talke of rhe Bible, and ro argue vpon holy Scripture-and rhe myſteries 

ot our Religion? Shut thut yp your cares againſt theſe queſtions;if you be vnable to 

ſtop ther ttiourhs. le e709. | | 

Tertal. 1. 1. a4- is it hand{ome,thinke you,to ſee a wretched and infamous fellow to make him- 
uerl. Mute C.2. ſe!fe the cenſurer of Diuinity, and correctour of Scriprure ? God ſhould haue done 
Cm” | uk tis and thar ,in ſuch and4uch afafhion, (lay they : ) as if any one knew what is in 
buit Des , & fe God butthe ſpirit of God huniclte, who ncucris ſogreat as whenhe appeareth lire 
mz is debuir, ec. tohumane vndcritanding. it F4 $64 LAT 
Tertul. de pra- There 1s but one word { {aith Tertullizn ) to determine al diſpurations with ſuch 
ſcript. contra hZ- kind of men : doe bur aske them whether they be Chriſtians, whether they renounce 


—_ their Baptiſme and Chriſtianity. If ſo', let them weare the curbant or goe imothe 
country of God-makers and Genriles.' But if they make profeſſion of one ſe 
Chriſt , and one {ame'Religion with vs, why doe they bely their profeſſion by the 
impudcace of their vabridied ſpeaches, 195 WL £ BY 
S. Zena ſerm. de Faith ({ayth' S. Zens) 18 not fairh when it is ſought, We ſtand not in need of eu- 
hde. riclity aier Teſs Cbrij}, nor to ſcarch tor the Ghotpel,ſayd S.Cyprians great Maiſter. 


Non oF ——_ <hwuid an Angel from heauen ſpeakevnro vs, we are to change nothing -in ogttbes 
| "mi" lictc, We hauec beraken vs to the {ide ot eruch, we haue a law which the Wotdridet 
Nobis curiefitace clarcd vnto vs, which ren millions of Martyrs haue higned with their bloud, which 
opus non eſt poſs the beſt part of mankind profeſſeth, the wiſclt heads of the world haue illuſttated 
Chriflum , nec angus Fob light of their wrytings. To whom would we abandon i? To a cayriuc'(pirir, 
forione poſi Euange- * : tb . Ny, CL Be Lb & 

—_ which hath norhing great in it bur {inne, nothing {pecious but illufion, nothing vwa- 

doubted but the lolke of {aluation. | 1 990 
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EFFECTS O F LIBERTINISME AN D 
PUNISHMENT OF Twmke 
1mpious. 


He negle& of Godis the root of al wickedneſſe,nor can there be 
any thing cntire in a ſoule diſpoyled of the feare of God, Impie- 
ty aw moſt pernic1ous effects in States. Firſt, for that it maketh 
hauock of al good manners , leauing not one ſparke of vertue, Sc- 
condly,in that it drawerh on the incuitable yengeance of God vpon 
. Kingdomes and Common-wealths , which ſuffer rhis monſter to 
ſtreygthen ir-ſelfe rorheir preiudice. 


Philo in the booke he made that no (ſalary of an vnchaſt woman ſhould be received The table of Philo 
inthe Sanctuary , very wiſely concluded when he ſhewed that he who is a Libertine of the manners of 
and voluptuous, hauing no other ayme in the world but the contentments of nature, Libertines, 


is ynauoydably engaged ro al manner of vice : He becomes ({ayth he ) bold, deceirful, 
irregular, vnſoctable, troubleſome , chollerike, opinatine , diſobedrent, malicious, vninſt, vn- 
grateful fonorant treacherous giddy jnconſtant, ſcorneful dishoneſt cruel infamous arrogant, 
inſatiable, wiſe in hes owne mdgement, lines for himſelfe, and i vnwilling to pleaſe any but 
himſelfe; one while profuſe , preſently conerous a calumniatour , «n impoſtonr , inſenſible,rebel- 
lious,guileful pernicious froward, enuious vnmannerly, vnciml,a great talker, loud, vanter, 
inſolent, diſdayneful , proud, quarrel ſome bitter, ſedttions, refratiary, effeminate, and about 
al a great loner of bimſelfe, . 

Nay he goes turthcr vpon the like epithers very iudiciouſly , and ſheweth ys the 
ſceds of al cuils ſpring from this curſed liberty, 


- 


Now I leaue you to iudge,if according to the ſaying of Machiavel himſelfe , the Piaichonains af 
meanes quickly ro ruine an cltare be to fil it with cuil manners , who ſees not that God ypon Libers 
Libertiniſme drawing along with it al this great trayne of vices and corruptions tiniſme, 


tendeth directly vnto the vtter deſolation of Empires? But belide,there haue been ob- 
ſerued in al Ages hydeous puniſhments from God cauſed by impiery ouer Citties, 
Prouinces , Kingdomes , and Common-wealths , which hauc bred theſe difor- 


And that you may be the better ſarisfyed vpon this point,I haue at this time one- 
ty rwo conſiderations to preſent ynto youzdrawne fronitwo models, Inthe firſt you 

l ſee God's tuſtice excerciſed before the Incarnation vpon the tinnes of infidelity 
and irreuerence towards ſacred things. In the ſecond you ſhal behold the rou h 
chaſtizements of thoſe who after the Incarnation lifred themſclues vp againſt the 
worlds Sauiour. When God was pleaſed to correct the infamous Bulcam, who was 
a Patriarch of Atheiſts and wicked ones , he commanded not'an Angel to ſpeake 
vnto him, becauſe he was a Doctour, much vnſutable to a carnal ſpirit; but he rayſed 
a ſhecaſſe to inſtruct him, in ſo much as he was become worſe then a beaſt. Iris like- 
witc loſſe of time to.deale with Libertines by proofs deriued from ſchools, or from 
the invention of. ſtiences, Mens brutiſh as themſclues muſt be made tb. ſpeake to 
chems, who wil pur them in mind of the way they bauc held,and the ſalary op haue 
received of their impictics. Firſt ] eftabliſh this maximegtor ſuch eyther who arc not 
yet hardned, or are roo yealding and conſenting to euil company, thatthere are noe 
anyfinnes which God harh fo {odainly and more exemplatly ;punithed ;thenſ{uch as 
were committed againſt Religion, 'The Prophey Ezechrel, a captiue in Babylow ynder 
King: Nabvchbodmexpr dilcoucred/among tempeſts and flames that marueylous cha- 
nor, which hath ſerucd tor matter of queſtion to.al curious d1gladiation-far the lear- 


ned,and admiration for al Ages, 1-ſay the grear'S, 1«fiine Martyr touched the ſenſe 5. Tuſtin. in Fpiſt, 


very necre , when he ſayd that in foure hgures , wherof the ong was of an oxe , the 
TH other 


ad Orthodoxs, 
4. 44+ 
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z, Paral. p. 26.18. 


Obſeruation vpon 
the cha(tizcmear 
of unpicry. 


Reg. 3. 13. 


eAltare, Altare, 


hec dicit Vomnus , 


ec, 


Dyoniſ. c. 1. de 


diuin, nominib, 


e 
276 GONCL OF MAXIMES -: -. 


other of a man,the third of an eagle, the fourth of a lyon , God ſignityed the divers 
chaſtizcments he would excercile vpon Kirig Nrbuchodonozat”, Th IMO 1 Feafotng! 
ble man he ſhould become brutiſh , cating grafle as an oxe, and that his hayre thould 
grow as the ſhag of a lyon,and his body be hoary hke the feathers vf an eagie worne 
with old age. I adde alſo to his conccir , that God by theſc repreſentations of foure 
liuing creatures ſeemed co ſay to him : O Nabuchodonozor , while ft thou diddelt finne 
onely againſt men, I came with the flow pace of an Oxe to puniit thy ottences, I 
ſuffered thee with much {weetneſſe, as a man:burt when thou grewelt proud,impious, 
atheiſtical , andrortcring in the knowledge of the Diuinity , I tel vpon thy crowned 
head as the eagle vpon her prey , reducing thee to a brurith life; and itthougocſt Hor 
_ wil pul thee in pieces as it thou haddeſt pafſed through the reeth of 4 
yon, j # 

I his makes me ſay that God tollerateth finnes for ſome time which arc of their 
owe nature yery enormous; but as for impieties,cither he [ſpeedily chaſtizeth themin 
the heat of crime, or relerueth them to vn{peakable auengements. See you not m the 
hi:tory of Kings how he tollerated Daui/d defiled with murder and adultery, nyne 
wiol2 months without taking notice of his fault : But'{o foone as Ox/2s tooke the in- 
cenſory ro doe an ac of ſacriledge and impicty , behold him inſtantly ftrucken with 
leaproly in the molt eminent part of his body. Why fo? Becaule other linney are 
may rimes committed through infirmiry , incitement,or frailty; butthis which ſtri=- 
Kes ar Gods inriſdiction proceeds from an aduiſed and deliberate malice. Bchold 
the cauſe wherforc God makcth arrowes of al wood, and vengeances of al creatures, 
to puntſh it according to it's demerit. Adde alſo hereuntoa very remarkable proote, 
which is thatthc Soueraigne ludge, though ofren times lending his Prophets to ltay 
the crimcs of adultery, ot oppreſlion , ot iniuſtice , and other like, ſuffered themes 
paſſe on4n an ordinary way , yet when he diſparched meſſengers to confound-idola- 
try and impiety which was rayſed 1n Bethel by Icroboam, he made them fiye like <a- 
gles & imperuous ſtormes. This is veritycd in Terobdam King of iſradl, who began 
ro offer incenſe to Idols, when a Prophet came out of Hiersſalem and arriucd. ( as 
the Interpreters obſeruc) an Bethel betore the incenſing was hnithed, which happened 
in a yery ſhort ryme. It. one aske how this man ot. God in lefle then the (pace. of a 
ſacrihce pertormed about fix leagues (or 1t was as tfarre diſtant; from Berbel co Hye- 
r4/alem) it is auſwered, God tarc him» on tke wings of winds becauſe he wene;;of 
purpole $0 deſtroy atheiſme and impicty., which-was hatched -arhong rhe fr aclites. 
And verily being come kefore this ſacrilegious Altar he crycd out aloud ro lerebuam's 
face: O Altar,Aitar liſten ; for much better is ir to ſpeake to theſe ſtones then teas 
Atheiſt : God hath ſayd-it, and it ſhathappen; an wtaut ſha} be borne of the houſe of 
David called Toffas, who ſhal ſacrifice/the Pricits which now incenfezo Idols ontheir 
owne Altars,apd there be thal turne their bones into duſt, Which, wasatterwasd per- 
formed, Ly 1. 1 JC” 2119 71; 11 D313! RYIO3 90t 3 3intnh br 

I now demand,if theeoleſtial Father proceeded with ſuchrigout againſt thola who 
altcred fomeceremony:of the antient law , that hq was not contented to tald predily 
ypon them -more ſwitt then eagles and tempeſis, bur cauſed bohes!of. the deadno be 
raken out of ſepulchers;wherunto rhe right of nattire had confynedthem.toburne 
and conſume them otv the Altar whict-they had prophaned ;. whatiwil.Lecome! of 
thoſe, who ſince the venerable myitery of the Incardation of rhe ;Sonne of Gott,cun 
ioto horrible ſinnes of infidelity,and trample vnder-oor the Eloud pfobe Teftament? 
Perhaps yon yet conceiue not {uffaently the greatnes'of this crimny;bur 1 wal make 
it appeare vnto you by a powerful reaſon. S, Denys the Areopagiee tayth that 'Reing 1s 
the molt intimmare,moit neceſſaric,moſt vniuerial, and moſt pericEt-of al rhings:,,' be- 
cauſe; it: contayneth. in eminency al perfections , which arc nouLut participaaiou of 
Being. Audit this cfſence be flrongly rooted 1n al creatures, ſo that there 15 wore but 
God whocanannihilate it, what ſhal we fay of the eſſence ot the luneraigue Cxrazour, 
which origioally contayneth al eſſences , God to {peake; preperly-tcirginothwg bur 
his owrle efſence? There is no doutt butt is an exceliency wholy incon-prehentble. 


© Now we muſt neceſlarilyinferre, that by how much the more: athing is excellent, fo 


much 
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much the more the crimes which aſlayle it are puviſhable, Behold the cauſe why 
one cannot almoſt find paynes ſuteable to Arhciſme and impicty, which reliſt the e(- 
dence of God, 


——— 


THE HORRIBLE PHFNISHASSERS 
OF THE WICKED. FOR THE SINNE 


of imprety. 


- MoREoveR affirme,if in a time when'the diuinity was 


| I; 
—_—_ 
@) 


not'yet fully publiſhed it notwithſtanding inflicted teartul 
puniſhments both cn the living and dead, who had kefore- 
time offended , what wil Lecome of it after the publication 
7 of the Ghoſpel and che comming of the Word Incarnate, 

who makcth ſpeake vnto vs for the confirmation of 1.1s 
ﬀ law and wcrd the tleud of ſo many millions of Martyrs 
( 


who dyed tor defence of the truth , who hath opencd to 
2octours,fingulac in wiſcdome & landtity as there are itarres in heauer;who like- 


vs on carth ſo nany mouths of Apecſtles , Fvangeliſts, 


wile gaue ſpeach to ſtones and marbles of thole ancient Churches to inſtruct vs in Hebacue. z, rr. 
our Religion ? The ſtone sþal cry out im the mitdeſt of wales, layth the Prophet Ha- £4p"s 4+ pariete 


bacue. 

Nay I demand, which is the more tollerable cicher to deſpiſe 1oſeph in the ferters 
of bondage,or to offer him an affront on Pharao's royal chariot?Enery man of iudge- 
ment wil tel me there is no compariſon , and that he who yealded not honour.to 
Ioſeph being a captiue ſeemed not worthy puntſhment:bur to deny him honour when 
Pharao hauing placed him in a chariot of gloty cauſed to be proclaymed by ZHe- 
rauld of armes Abrec Abrec, Let «l the —_ boy the knee before loſeph , was a crime of 
treaſon. We then inferrc, it the &wes for hauing neglected leſus Chriſt in b6nds , in 
opprobries ,in torments , and the paynes of the Croſle,were chaſtized with hydcous 
' puniſhments to al poſterity , what may we expect tor ſuch as reuile heauen and 
diſhonour leſws Chrift in the chariot of his trumph , after they had ſeen and mani- 
feſtly known,as by wayes more then humanegchar he pur al the glory,power,wile- 
dome and ſanctity of the whole vniuerſe vnder his feet, and hauing now allo aftcr 
ſixteen hundred yeares and more through al the parts of the habitable world oth 
Alters & Sacrifices where he hath receiued ſeruices and homages of ſo many miters, 
ſcepters,and crownes , from wiſe and holy men , that it wouid be caher to number 
the ſands of the ſea then to keep an account of them ? Bur if you ſtil doubt the pu- 
niſhment of the Jewes for the finne of 1impiety,doc but read hiſtories both diuine & 
humane to be therin A informed, 

The Iewes were heretofore the choſen pools, and are become the reprobate, God 
for them draue backe the waues of the red ſea,and {uflcred them to walke dry-toot 
between two waters as between two chryſtal vaults , and afterward why did he 
drown them ſo many times in riuers of their bloud wich ſo horrible {laughtcrs thar 


(lamabit. 


in the ſole liege of Hieruſale vnder Titus & Veſpaſien were reckoned according to Io- Vide Toſephum, & 
ſepbus his calculation elcauen hundred thouſand dead? God opened to them the ti- Hegefippum,& 
des of rocks to quench their thirſt,and afterward why dryed he vp the dugs of wo- Thrznos, 


men;who ſaw their little ones dye between their armes, they vnable to giue them 
one drop of milke? God for them made mannaand clouds of quaylcs to ſhowre, and 
why afterward did he {o aftlict them with tuch cruel and cnrageda famine, that the 
hands of merciful mothers (Jew and roaſted on coles their own proper children; 
and eate them to ſatisfy their hunger 2 God carryed them through deferts as vpon 
caples wings , and wherfore afterward did he abandon ghem to cagles and vultu- 

.Ics. 


Tragical cuents o* 
the wicked, 


f 
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rcs, which ſo many times made carrionot the bodies of tis children? God tad giuen 
them a land ſo far and: fruitful that it ſtreamed altogether milke and honey , and 
wherefore afterward had it eraylcs ot iron,denying tood ro the liuing, yea buryal 
tothe dead? God gaue them ſtrength as a deuovring hre,tetore which al Nations 


were but as ſtraw, and why atterwards became it-the thuttle-e6ck of the armes of 


Infidels? God gauethem liberty for an inheritance, and why airerward ol:rayncd they 
nor {0 Nach as an honourable (cruitude > Why ar the liege of ferafalem nnong [6 
many thouſand priſoners did they ſo much dildayng to marc vic of a Ilew, that there 
Lcing neuer a Croſſe to crucify them thez were re{crucd for Leaſts ro deuoure them, 
rather then deriue any fſeruice from them? God gaue them knowledge , ard where- 
fore afterwards became they blockiſh,idlc, and ſtupid in al learning 2? God ordayned 
for them the aſſiſtance and protection of Angels, and why afterwards forſooke they 
thcir Temple crying our aloud : Ler vs depart,ler vs depart from hence? God deſting9to 
then Royalty and Empire oucr neightouring Nations,and why afterwards had:they 
not one 1nch of land at their owne diſpoſe, and c{pecially of land where tormerby 
Iernſ«lem was built , vnlefle they purchaſed it with money onely ro enioy.it;on 
howcr or two in clic yeare, and weep ower it andbedcw it with the watcr of ihefc 
cycs , after they had {o often moyſtned it with their þloud? God eſtablithed prictt- 
hood to them,and atrerwards what became of Ieruſatem the Holy > What became of 
Sal:man's Temple the miracle of the world? Where is the Propitiatory 2 the table of 
propolition-bread ? rhe Rational, which was before the peoples oracle? Where 15-the 
maicity of High;pricits , the comelineſſe of Prelates, the perpetuity of Sacrifice? 
From whence comcs it that it is aboue fitreen hundred:yeares agoe lince this milc- 
rable Nation gocs wandring through the:Regions of the earthzas abandoned into an 
eteryal exile without Priclis , without Temple, without Sacrifice , without Prince, 
King,or gouernment? O eternel God, how haſt thouthrowne doiwne thy foot-ſtoole! 
O Godot iuſtice, how baſt choumade deſolate thy royal prieſthood ! O God of ven- 
geance,hoyy haſt thou {uftcred'thySanctaary tobe prophaned ' Who hath cuer heard 
{peach of ſuch a punilhment? There haue-been adulceries,rapines, concuſhons, glut- 
tonicY, yca and idolarrics which Ged hath nor revenged in this manner ? A captiuit 
of threelcore and ten yeares expiarcd al theſe finnes , bur this after fifteen hundred 
yezres ,70 what linve nay. we attribure itt tut to the neglect of the eſſence of the 
Word {ncarnate? Aitcr the time that the Sore of God tit his cyes ſteeped in tea- 
res and Lioud cuer the miſcrai;)e ernſalrm , he never Hath cpencd them to attoard 
thera mercy; A Lord ſo {weet, fo mild; ſoclement; as that he rayſcd thicues almoſt 
from bloud and robbery in an inſtanttothrones ot glory, tor haning acknowledged 
and contefſed his name , {o roughly ro chaſtize the negicct of hi&authoricy tor the 
ſpace of ſo-many*2ges ; what meancth this,but to prouc the oppoſing of the diuine 
eſſence of God js a crime of al thz moſt hydcous and vnipcakable? | 
Run ouer the Hiſtories of antiquity as lorg as you plca(c,reuojue in your memo- 

ry al the experiences which your age may attioard, and if you ſee the impious come 
to a good cnd,ſay , there is nocaulcof feare. Cain,their Patriarch,baniſhed trom the 
ſight of God liued Jong like a melancholy ſpiric among torteſts , with a perpetual 
atirightment,yntil Lamechtooke away his lite : The Carmſles were al drenched in the 
waters of the deluge : Pharao drowned in tlic red ſea. : Nabuchodonozor turned into a 
beaſt : Holofernes Jayne in his bed by the hand of a woman : Senacherib loſt one hun- 
dred fouricore and fue thouſand men for a blaſphemy : Antrochus ſ{trucken with a 
horrible malady : Birds did eatc the tongue of Nicaner, and his hand was hanged vp 
oucr-againſt the Temple : Heliodorus was vititly chaſtized by Angels : Herodes A- 
zrippa borne from the "Theater to the bed of death ; The Prefident Satwrnings ſtruc- 
cen blind : Hermianus eaten by wormes in his Pretourthip * Leo the tourth al co- 
uered ouer with Lotches and cartuncles: Bamba crowned with a diadem of pitch 
after his cyes were pulled cut: Imianthe Apaſtara ſtrucken with a dart from heauen: 
Michael the Empcrour , who had in his trayne a heap of yong ſcoffers that in ſcorne 
cou::terteyred the ceremonies of the Church , was torne 1n pieces as a victime by 


his owne ſcruants : Olymprzs ſtrucken with thunder in a bath. And if we obſeruc 
times 


ys 


/ 
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times more necre: Rogero dragged to a lay-ſtal : Y ann burnt at Thelouſe : Alſan Calefa«t 
deuided between fire and water ,and flayne by his owne hand. | 

Great eye of God which arr euer open vponthe ſinnes of the carth,who can fteale 
himfelfe from thy lightning-flaſhes? Great hand of God who thundreſt and lightneſt 
perpetually ouer rebellious heads, who is able to reſiſt thyiuſtice? 


ADVISE TO YOYVTH AND SYCH AS 
G zoo eaſily gine way to impiety. 


XYZ Voſorrunateyouth, who hauing receiued the firſt tinfture of good 
ASN>AÞ inſtruction; afterthou wert bred with ſo much care and honour by 
2*\ V5 thoſe to whom thou owedft thy Birth, betrayeſt the teares of thy 
parents,the trauels of rhy teachers , & che whole hopes of the pub- 
like ! How canſt thou embarke thy ſelfe among theſe treacherous 
FAD and ignominious aflotiates? How canſt thon walke among ſomany 
ſhelnes and precipices,not ſo much as once opening thy eyes ro behold the abyſſe thou 
haſt vnder thy fcer? So many heads cruſhed un pieces vader the digine Vengeance are. 
as broken maſtes and ſhjuers of a ſhipwrack aduanced on the promontory of rocks 
to giue notice of the deplorable euents they have found, whoſe examplesthou tj] pur- 
ſueſt,yer chou lookeſt on them with armeg a-croſſe,and dailyeſt in danger like a wan- 
ron: victitne which leapes and skips berwwcea the axe and the kuife, 

God is my witnes 1 write theſe lines with. a {pirit of compaſſion for ſo many who | 
diſſolurely abuſe the guifes of heauen,& if any onchappen ypon the reading of this, 
I beſcech him by the loue of his ſaluation \notto deſpite a pen. which tendreth ſo fin- 
cere affection for the good of his {oule. , | 

A man who hath neuer ſo little reaſon ſhould he not argue within hinelfe, and 
ſay, Verily the harmonious conſent of ſo many Ages which baue vpheld & reucren- 
ced a Religion innocent,pure,and holy,is not a matter of ſport, The horcible puniſh- 
ments of ſuch as ſought to diſengage themſelues from the homage due to the diui- 
nity of Jeſus Chriſt are no fables,lince we ſtil behold the foot-ſteps of their ruines. 
The lights and reflections of the diuiniry which beſet "me on eucry fide are ſpea- 
king tongues , the conſent of ſo many Ages and holy perſonages yct aliue on the 
_— are no {mal teſtimony, Theſe kind ot men who leeke ro ſow dangerous maxi- 
mes im our minds are creatures of little authority , cual manners , and of a conuerſa- 
tion eyther inſolentor couert. They are neither Apoltles nor Prophets : It is not cre- 
dible truth ſhould ſo long be hidden , ro be diſcouered to them amidiſt their abhomi- 
nation ; They haue neither ſanctity ,miracles,nor reaſon : They are not rich butin Ji- 
bertinous words and blaſphemies. Althey can promiſe me is nothing els but a ſlight 
contentment of nature in this life , yet cannot they giue it me : For amidſt theſe yn- 
jawful pleaſures I feele my conſcience much diſturbed and perplexed with remorſe: ' 
If I feared God, I ſhould hind this feare would baniſh al other aftrightments from my 
hart, Now I haue that , both of men and lawes,yea cuen of beaſt : It ſeemerh at cucry 
accident which happeneth to me , each creature becomes a {word and an arrow of 
God to puniſh my cuil thoughts and inordivate actions : If that be nor true which 
theſe men promile (as they make no cleare proofe of what they ſay ) behold me then 
conuinced of the moſt horrible crime which hath euer been; behold me the obie&of 
al the execrarions that haue fallen on their heads, who bentthemſclues againſt God: 
Bchold me fettered in eternal and inexplicable paines, which I ſhal eſcape neither a- 
l1ue nor dead, Euery vnderſtanding man alwaies inclineth ro the ſureſt way:I ſee that 
following the opinion my Anceſtours had in marters of Religis,there can happen no 
other ew! vnto me butto be aa honeſt man , to repleniſh my hart with good delires, 
my thoughts with pleaſing hopes , my hands with workes of iuſtice, and to waſt my 
{elfe like a torch of aromatike wood in a life , {atisfyed with it-ſelfe and laudable 

| V to 
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ro poſterity : whereas gocing along with theſe I walke on thornes and- ice in the 

depth of night,not knowing who purſues me behind. Auant noyelics, auant curſed 

 impieties, tarewel infamous athciſmes , adicu execrable liberty ; you ſhal neuer be 

ought with me. O youth if thou didſt wel taſt theſe words, what repoſe , what coy- 

tentment,what glory ſhouldeſt thou acquire 2 O vnhappy youth which adheareſt ro 

theſe impious and licencious companies, what wilt thou ſay when tyme ſhal haue ta- ' 

ken from thee the ſcarfe which now ycyleth thine cyes.., and that rhou ſhalt (ce the 

: - Chaſticement of God which ſhal follow thee in al thy vadertakings , miſery by thy 

Againſt tolera- fides, torments and paynes before thee , and peoples execration ouer thy head ? Bur 

"= you mecke ones,and you men to halues,who endure with ſoft and flexible cares vn- 

worthy blaſphemies againſt God vader the ſhadow of wit and pleaſant entertayn= 

ment, if you haue yet any veyne of Chriſtianity in al your body , ought it not to 

bownd and leap againſt theſe criminals; who in the heat of wine and banquets flour 

in your preſences at the truth of a Religion which your Anceſtours left you with ſo 

much {weat,ſuch vertues,apd ſo many good examples? If you who be men of qualiry 

and authority perſccute'cuen to the gates of hel ſuch as once haue offended you, when 

you doe negligently ſuffer them to diſhonour hini who hath imprinted the ray of 

maicſty with his finger on your faces, doe you not render your ſclucs guilty of al the 

crimes committed through your coldneſle and neglects? God hath preſcrued ſince fo 

many Ages,doth, and wil preſeruethis Kingdome by the piety ofour great King, by 

the zcale of his Clergy,by the prudence of his Councel and good Officers,and by the 

deuori6 of people which are as ſincere in France as in any phce of the world, _— 

ned with therayes of faith : But itis for impiety that crownes are broken, that ſcep- 

ters fly in pieces, and Empircs haue inal times paſſed from Nation to Nation. Ir « [ 

Adder Conſilieries ( layth the great God) who make Councellours fooles , and Indges ſtupid; I who change the 

in ſralrum fincw., poldengirdle of Kings into « cord; I who throw confuſion mn the brow of Prieſts; I mbo ſupplant 
the greateſt, when they ſeeke to ouerthrow true piety. EN 

The Edict of Darizs a Pagan King,which he made in fauour of the Hebrews Tem- 

Onmis homo qui hane plc hath aſtoniſhing words,when he ſayth:Whar man ſoentr 5hal be ſo bardy as to change 

or meg —_ and Alter my commandment for the building of the Temple of Godylet 4 gibet be erefted for 

, _ tr him of the ſame wood of which bis houſe us builr,let it be rayſed inthe ſtreet let him be affixed 

tur, & configatur in thereunte,and his houſe confiſcated. "This tcacheth you it is a great vohappineſſeto build 

eo, domus cir pu- your houle at the expence of Gods houlcs : Rafters and beames of ſuch edifices haue 

blicerwr, Eſdras. many times ſerued for inſtruments of puniſhment to ſuch as rayſed them. The fa- 

uours of great men, fortunes of ice, inexhauſtible riches, reputation, freinds, compa- 

nions,factours,lackeys, bouffons, al haye forſaken them, as butterflyes which eſcape 

the hand of a child ; they are fallen through the finne of impiety,which hath made 

an ecclypſc oftheir fortune and life in the brighteſt luſtre ofcheir grearneſſe, 
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FHAT THE REMEDY OF OYVR EVIL 
confiſteth in the zeals of our faith. 


Hz remedy of euils which turmoyle vs is wholy in'our owne 
FJ} hands, and the cure of our wounds dependerh on our owne wils. 
\ 'Good examples and ſtrong lawes may doe al on ſpirits which haue | 
nor yet totally renounced their owne good , nor is there any one 
{9 defperate who 1s not taken eyther by the hands of vertue, 
wholy made of adamant , or feareth not to fal into the chaynes of 
iuſtice. Let Eccleſiaſticks whom God hath entruſted with his bloud , his word , and 
his Sacraments begin firſt of al to dart rayes of ſanctity in the firmamenr of honour, 
where God hath-placed them:Ler ſecular men in dignities & eminent fortunes affect 
zealc-in Religion : Let ſuch as are ſtepr farre into age beare the torch before youth: 
Let women endeauocur to eſtabliſh picry, which is the ornament of their fexe:Lct chil- 
dren-be wel bred-andtrayned within the lawes of modeſty: Let the doCtrine'of Teſws 
Chriſt be ſealed with the (ate of.-good manners; there is no Lihertine but wil be dan- 
red arthe ſightof alife led according tothe Jawes bf Chriſtiaviry : For it isa mirrour, 
which-killeth bafiliskes by reuerberarion of their proper poyſon. Bur if blafphcmers 
contirme ſtil ſo impudent as to yomit forth vncleane ard iniurious words againſtthe 
Religion we profeſſe , haue not lawes, which: are in the power of the Souttraigne 
Princes on carth and of their Miniſters of Statezirof hands able to ſtay theit moſt da- 
ring impudencies? | Mo £974 | as hg 

I cal you hither /O holy Prelars, O Monatths-, Princes and Porentates , who are. 
in the world as the great Intelligences who make the Heanens mone , and who by 


To the great ones 
of a1. Chiiſten- 


diucrfity of your ſpects cauſe calmes and Rarmes in this 1nferiour region wherin we dome. 


live : I pray tel me, where doe youthinke hath glory, which you naturally loue , pla- 
ced it's throne and ftare,if nor in- the boſome ot true piety? By what degrees are thoſe 
immoral ſpirits of your Anceſtours mounted%vp to the ioyes and delights of God, 
bauing repleniſhed the earth with the veneration of their memory, if it were not by 


making the honour of the Soueraigne Maiftermarch in the front of al thejr defignes, _ 


and thinking nought their owne but what was acquired for God? 


Remember you are not altogether like the Angel of the Apocalypſe, which beareth Apoc. 30- 


the Sun,and Rain-bow,and al the garniſhments of glory on feere of brafſe:you enioy 
dignitics and ſupereminenctes that draw the great-ones irto admiration , aſtoniſh in- 
feriours,attract people,cuict bonour and wonder from al the world : Bur conſider (if 
ſo you pleaſc) that al this is onely ſupported on feet of clay and morter; Time chan- 
geth you, cares conſume you, maladics aſſayle you , death takes and difpoylerh you, 
They who adored you. in thrones, may one day trample on you inſepulchers. 

- Ales! if it- happen you cary al your owne intereſts with violence of paſſion to 
the height of your pretentions , and that you hold Religion and the glory of 1eſws 
1n a perpetual contempt , what wil your ſoule one day anſwer , when it leaucs the 
body,vnto the thundring voyceot a liuing God , ſaying to-you as he Yid to Cyrus, 


in Eſay, Afinlewi re , & non cognau;fii me : 1 called thee by thy name, I created thee Iſai. 45, 


like voto ray ſcite-, I made thee a little God on earth , and thou haſt forgotren 
me, I ſo many times marched before thy ſtandards, many times haue 1 humbled 
the moſt glorious of the carth for thee. I brake brazen gates, pu}'d downe irop 
barres to afford thee hidden treaſures and the wealth of Ages, which nature for 
thee preſcrued in her boſome. The ſun ſeemed net to ſhine in the world tat to 
cnlighten thy greatneſle , the ſcas ſurged for thee, and for thee the earth was wholy 
bent tohonour and obedience. -. - | 
Admirer of ty ſelfe. and ignorant of God's workes, thou haſt ſo il huſbanded my 


<6 goods, 
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goods, that thou haſt-changed them al into euils : I gaue thee rayes , and hou haſt 

made arowes of them to ſhoot againſt me. Did I ſear thee on thrones that there thy 

_ paſſions might ſway? Did I imprint on thy forchead the character of my grearneſſe 

that thou mighr'ſt authorize crimes ? Thou hadlta feeble pretext of Religion and haſt. 

neglected the effe&s : Thy intereſts raigned and my honour ſuffered in thy houſe. Ar 

what aymed thy ambition ſo ſtrong of wing, and (o weake of brayne, which onely 

thought how to enuy what was aboue, the more to opreſle any thing Lelow it? What 

did that burning auarice, that profuſe ryor, that ſpirit of bloud and ficſh,employed in 

the aduancement of thine owne houſe tothe contemptot mine? For av inchot lagd,a 

wretched marter of profit,the fantaly of an affrot; a igalouſy onely ſubfiſting in abogy 

of ſmoke, al the elements muſt be troubled , men and:{words drawye forth for rc- 

| uenge,and bloud of ſo many mortals ſhed : bur for my Name which-is blaſphemed, ir 

is ſufficient to wag the finger,to ſhew onely a cold countenanceya {light touch of thar 

great authority , whilſt I was neglected hauing done noorher fault but to hauc payed 
ingratitude with benefits; | | FIAT 9543 

O you Great-oncs, who {it at the ſterne of Churches and temporal Eſtates, how 

farce wil you become accountable to Gods juſtice , if you place nor his honour in the 

firit ranke of al your intentions? Alas! Ought not you ro. entertaine an ardent zeale 

towards the Religion which our Anceſtours conſigned vato vs with ſo many cxam- 

ples of picty that Heaucu hath not more ſtarres then. we lights before our eyes 2 Can 

we wel endure thatthe verities and maximes of God, which the Prophets forerold vs, 

the Apoſtles pronounced, the C6fefſours profeſſed;the Martyrs defended in thepicce- 

mcale mangling of their bodies , amidſt combs and iron hooks , burning cauldrons, 

wheeles armed with keene razours , ſhould now adayes be the ſport of certaine giddy 

ſpirirs, and the ayme of prophanc lips , who voyd of wit or ſhame , dare inuade holy . 

things? Is it not for this,o France the, beloued of God and orient pearleof the world, 

thou haſt ſeen inthy boſome ſo many hoſtilities, ſuch contagions, famines, monſters, 

and deuaſtations , that had nor the atme of God ſupported theethou wouldſt have 

been long fince drenched in irrecouerable confulions ? O you who beare the (word of 

Omnis quizelwn ba- juſtice and haue authority in your hands, wil you not one day {ay : Alebey whohane che 

bet legis , ſarmens te- ,2,.Þo of the ew andrhe piety of our Anceſtours follow vs conragiouflysfor behold we are ready 

erawer Þ wa'® torenenge the quarrels of. God,and to eccount hu glory on earth in the ame degroe the Anzels 

; bold it in beautn. This was the conceitof the valiant Machabee, the Prince of God's 

people,who hauing ſeen an Apoſtata gf his Nation offer incenſe toan Idol, ſhew him 

Ve mihi quia natus with his owne hand on the very ſame Altar , ſaying aloud : He who hath the zeale 

fum widere -7 000% ef the law let him follow me. Woe to me, fince I am borne to behold the deſolation of my people? 

Rn en hae. * Holy things ave in the hands of firangers : The Temple hath been handled as the moſt wicked 

rum fas ſuns, ec, 141 0n earth : Our myſteries our beauties our glories are deſelated : To what purpeſe doe 1 ſtil 

Nync ergo filj emu: lead a miſerable life? Fathers of families , wil you not ſay to your children whar he did 

latores eftore legis, & to his: Children,be yee emulatours of the Law,and yeald your ſoules vp for the teſtament of your 

-n97"t rely <a Anceſtours Children, wil you not anſwer what the holy Machabees did bythe lips of 


pro tefiaments Pa- 


—_— their elder brother : Ler vs dye in vertue for our bretheren, and not defile onr glory by any 
Moriamur in vir- crime, which may be obiefted againſt vs, 

owe proprer f#a- Let warre be proclaymed againſt Libertines and blaſphemers , who wil ſtil perſc- 
gres noſiros , &> non 


mend atm with deliberate malice in their impiety : Ler theſe infernal mouths be ſtopped and 
glorie nofire, condemned to an<rernal filence:Ler the ſtandard of the Crofle be adored by al Na- 
tions, & the cnemics of Teſws difſolucd as waxe melted on the flames of burning coles, 
.. as ſmoke ſcatteredin the ayre:Let a chaſt and ſincere worſhip of God flouriſh cuery- 

wherc,and ſacrifices of prayſe mount to Heauen to obrayne benedictions on carth, 
But you, SIR, who moſt neere approach to the Kings perſon , hauing giuen fo 
many teſtimonies of your prudence, your courage, and fidelity , ſeeme to {peakevnto 
him with the ſame tongue which holdeth earcs enchayned by the charmes of your 

cloquence, and ſay, what France pronounceth : | 


tate of 7 Rear King, for whom our Altars daily ſmoke in. Sacrifices , and for whom our lips 
mA ho ing. G ceaſe net to ſend forth thanks-gruings of troſperity to beanen, The monſiers are not 
) al 


of 
AGAINST LIBERTINISME. -223 
al as yet vanquisbed: Behold the Left beadof Hydra which God bath reſeraed rothis triawphant 
[word,, which the Croſſe gwideth,valour animareth , inflice moderaretb, and the ftarres crowne, 
Needs muſt impiety be crushed -nder thoſe feet which hauc already trampled on'ſe many 
Dragons , «nd be fettered with an hundred tron chaynes vnder rhe Altars we'daily charge 
with our Vvowes. CO TRIER THOEN | OS ELF 
When Libra ,the conſle!l ation of your birth, ariſeth , the Ramme falteth. 1s ie not time 
( 0 Monarch of flower deluces) that appearing on the throne of inftice with Ballandery hand, 
al ſperkling with the reyes of glory which enairon you after ſo many bartels concluded by yow 
victories , you bumble the hornes. of this Ramme of - in qe which dares ſo con- 
fidently oppoſe both by words and attiens the Religim which crownes-you z the fporit which poſ- 
ſeſfeth you , and the power which dire&erh you. | £13 BIN 2, 
Alas Alas, SIR, to what purpoſe were it to haue walked on the ſmoking rnines of ſomany 
rebellious Cities > What would it a#zyle to baue throwne downe mone R ochel ſomany ſurly 
rocks with the help of ſo great, ſo faithful, «nd happy counſel, auabopenting one gate there at your 
entrqnce , to bane thut vp « thouſand againſt fattious and cinit warres ? What conrentment 
comld your Maieſty haue by wipmg «way the jweares on the Alpes you badgarren owthe Ocean, 
and tohaue gathered palmes perpetually verdant for you , as wel in the frozen ace of winter 4s 
the ſcortching heats of ſommer , if you muſt againe behold at your rerurne that Religion you ſo 
eften defended troden wnder the feet of imprety , wounded by ſlanderous tongues outraged by 
blaſphemies , and contamminared by inſolent ſpirits , who know not God but to d1shonour him? 
It now at this time preſenteth it-ſelfe to you with ſighes im the hart amd teares,in the eyes : It 
Sheweth vnto you the rohe which Clodoucus, Charlcmaigne, & S. Lewis your Prececeſſonrs 
gaue you with ſo much ſplendonr now torne in pieces with ſuch violence ; it tuploreth your aſsvſ- 
tance , it expetteth your power , it breaths an «re: much the more: ſweet in the confidence gon- 
ceiged of your yeale and courage. | | 
I cal to witneſſethat great Angel which bath led you by the hand to ſo many conqueſts and 
triumphs , making you dreadful to your enemies, helpful ro your Allyes, awful to our ſubiefts, 
and amiable to al the world ; it is not beer where be wil limnt your ations and fixe the colum- 
nes of your memory. We ſtil hope quickly to ſee the day which 5hal dry-vp the teares of the 
fore , 5hal eaſe their burdens , shal ſweeten their paines , shal powre oyle on their 
Jokes : And from whom should we expect al this but from a Prince ſo pious , ſo benione > We 
promiſe our ſelues ts ſee a Clergy , which shal ſpeedily put it-ſelfe into ſogood 4 way vnder your 
fauour , entirely purifyed from the dregs of ſmony , ignorance , and the liberty of enil ations. 
Who can giue vs this happineſſe but a King who hath vnder his hart a Temple for true piery ? 
We ſiehfor that great day , that day which shal for ener wash away the ſtaines of bloud im- 
preſſed on the foreheads of French Nobility , which shal d:ſcipare diſorders , shal flop the cur- 
rent of ſo many diſſolutions ; and what can aſſure vs of it but the certaimty of your Edifts? We 
moſt earneſily debre ro behold an abſolute regularity in inflice and in al officers , that 4 golden 
Age may shine 4gaine , which hath ſo often been tarnisbed thrvigh the corruption of ſowles ſet 
at ſale. And who shal doe it bat 4 King that fro his moſt innocent yeares ſo much hath cherished 
the title of luſt, char be for it contened the name of « Conquerour which his valour preſented 
him , andef Moſt Sacred which the veneration of his vertnes afforded him. Impiety venquished 
brareth the keyes of al theſe hopes , nor shal we hae any thing mare to feareor deſire , when that 
sh.al be throughly ſuppreſſed throughout al the pars of the Kingdeme. 

Deare delight of Heauen , is it not for this God drew you the laſt yeare from the gates of « ſe- 
fulcher, and reſtored you ts life to render vs al toonr ſelues? Alas ! Great Ged , what 4 firoke of 
thunder was the newes of this malady ! What « terrour to al Citties ! What aftonishment in al 
Orders ! What a wound in the hart of the whole King dome ! Your poore France remembred the 
2 7. day of September , made ſacred by your royal birth : It confideredthis natinity hat done to 
your flate what the infuſion of the ſoule into a body ; and ſaw you almoſt taken hence at the ſame 
time that your Maieſty entied. It hebed al that grearneſſe and thoſe comforts ready tobe shut vp 
Within your tomb . The Queenes drenchedin theiy deep ſorrow could not fpeake but by their teaxes 
and ſobs : Your good Officers diſſolued in lamentations at the foot of your bed , which was 
become as the Altars of griefe. Al humane hopes were cut-off by the violence of the malady. No- 
thing was expetted but thefatal blow which al the world deploxed, & which no man comlal divert. 
V 3 Bute 


= 


224 CONCELE:OF MAYWRIMES. 

' But:whbe knoweth net , SIR , God pernutted it 20-0627 ſee your "vertnes by their Lyiobs 
reflettion. The luſtre of beautiful paintings \mnſt be ſuffered « litle taumrtify , before wr cen 
indge of them, We cord ver ſufficiently know your Maefry in the bright ſplendonrs of forrane 
end ſuch god fucceſſe of arines : Needs muſt we bane acbaratter: from God of men Ifflit3ed, 
and 4 marke of the Croſſe of le{us ro conſmnmate ſo excellent qualities. And what hayr was 
wet then ſeyzed with admiration when we. ſaw a youg King , ſo great, { flonriching , (5 
awful, tolooke death in theface with a confident eye ,.to.expett 11 with x ftable foot , torecerue 
ie willingly with a ſpirit infinitly peacefm : afterward:to be fortified by Sacraments of the 
Church withwoſt exemplay deuotion , and having gives. the Lift adicuss to his geod ſubieths , to 
goe out of rhe. world and eas hananrs as ioyful xr from 4 priſon ? But God withdrew this 
Poke when life held bat by 4 ſlender thread, and heard'1be many prayers made thronghent 
& Frange: He reſiored you'ta-life zt the ſane rime he has ginen it you ; 'He ſetled the pillars 
of this State which: then tetered over aur bzads : He rayſed our iayes apaine which were faded, 
and gexens thet we weiddnielooſe to gayne the wholeword. [tis , STR, to tel you you maſt 
performe al God requireth-#t.your ſacred bands , and. ſo to profit in ſanity, that the rarth 
mey ane leygine you in reward of piety the Altars you baue rayſed ts Heaven by the valonr 
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